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of the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, 
&e., &e., Ke. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same 


may concern. 


Greeting. 


Hnow pe that, reposing especial confidence in the loyalty, integrity, and ability of 
. ° Wo > Deo d ron Ql SAN 4 ROWE , I do, in virtue 
of the power and authority in me vested, hereby nominate and appoint him the said 
\ Sn \ oro Yadluulhow to be a Member of the Xegislative 
Gouncil of British Columbia, willing and requiring him to conform in all things to the duties and 
obligations of that Office 
PROVIDED, however, that this appointment shall be provisional only until it shall have 


been approved by the Queen, through one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State. 


Provided, also, that, if not ot herwise determined, it shall remaim in full force until the O° 
day of Yaw , in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty 
‘ " \ “ 

“ros , and no longer; and provided, always, that the said ~ TW 

S shronan ¥Y L e: shall hold office as a Member of the said Council 


during Her Majesty's pleasure only. 


GIVEN under my hand and the Public Seal of the Colony, this 


day of ‘ y , in the year of 
Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty Pts , 
and in the year of Ter Majesty's 


Reign, 


By Command. 





Instrument used by Governor Seymour appointing J. S. Helmcken to the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 


11 January 1867. (PABC). 
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30TH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY 


QUEEN VICTORIA 
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ROLL 


OF THE 
HONOURABLE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS 


OF 


British Columbia, 


FOR THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
BEING THE YEAR 1867. 30° VICTORIE. 


re i 


ARTHUR N. BIRCH, COLONIAL SECRETARY AND PRESIDING MEMBER. 
Henry P. PELLEW CREASE, ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG, ACTING DURING SESSION AS TREASURER. 


JOSEPH WILLIAM TRUTCH, CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND 
SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


WYMOND OciILvy HAMLEY, COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 
THOMAS LETT Woop, ACTING DURING SESSION AS SOLICITOR GENERAL. 
HENRY MAYNARD BALL, MAGISTRATE, CARIBOO WEST. 
CHARTRES BREW, MAGISTRATE, NEW WESTMINSTER. 

GEORGE WILLIAM Cox, MAGISTRATE, CARIBOO EAST. 
WILLIAM HALES FRANKLYN, MAGISTRATE, NANAIMO. 
WILLIAM J. MACDONALD, MAGISTRATE, VICTORIA. 

PETER O’REILLY, MAGISTRATE, KOOTENAY. 

EDWARD HOWARD SANDERS, MAGISTRATE, YALE AND LYTTON. 
AMOR DECOSMOS, VICTORIA. 

JOHN SEBASTIAN HELMCKEN, VICTORIA. 

JOSEPH DESPARD PEMBERTON, VICTORIA DISTRICT. 

JOHN RoBson, NEW WESTMINSTER. 

ROBERT THOMPSON SMITH, COLUMBIA RIVER AND KOOTENAY. 
JOSEPH J. SOUTHGATE, NANAIMO. 

EDWARD STAMP, LILLOOET. 

GEORGE ANTHONY WALKEM, CARIBOO. 

FRANCIS JONES BARNARD, YALE AND LYTTON. 





BRITISH COLUMBIA. 





FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


fist PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency FREDERICK SEYMOUR, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Her 
Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice-Admiral of 
the same, &c, &c., &c. 


HERBEAS, by an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the Session of the 
Imperial Parliament, holden in the 29th and 30th year of the Reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, Chapter 67, intituled “An Act for the Union of the Colony 
of Vancouver Island with the Colony of British Columbia,” it was among other 
things enacted that from and immediately after the Proclamation of the above 
mentioned Act of Parliament by the Governor of British Columbia, the Colony of 
Vancouver Island should be united with the Colony of British Columbia and form 
one Colony, in manner in such Act mentioned; 
Now, THEREFORE, I, FREDERICK SEYMOUR, Governor of the said Colony of 
British Columbia, do hereby proclaim and publish the said Act for the guidance of 
Her Majesty’s Subjects and all others whom it may concern, as follows:— 


ANNO VICESIMO NONO & TRICESIMO. 
VICTORIZZ REGINA. 


CAP. LXVII. 


An Act for the Union of the Colony of Vancouver Island with the Colony 
of British Columbia. 
[6th August, 1866.] 


BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as the British Columbia Act, 1866. 

2. In this Act the Term “Governor” means any Officer for the Time being 
lawfully administering the Government. 

3. From and immediately after the Proclamation of this Act by the Governor 
of British Columbia, the Colony of Vancouver Island shall be and the same is hereby 
united with the Colony of British Columbia, and thenceforth those Two Colonies 
shall form and be One Colony, with the name of British Columbia (which Union is 
in this Act referred to as the Union). 

4. On the Union taking effect, the Form of Government existing in Vancouver 
Island as a separate Colony shall cease, and the Power and Authority of the Execu- 
tive Government and of the Legislature existing in British Columbia shall extend 
to and over Vancouver Island; but in order that Provision may be made for the 
Representation of Vancouver Island in the Legislature of British Columbia after 
the Union, the maximum Number of Councillors in the Legislative Council of 
British Columbia after the Union shall, until it is otherwise provided by lawful 
Authority, be Twenty-three instead of Fifteen. 


=) 
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5. After and notwithstanding the Union the Laws in force in the separate 
Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island respectively at the Time of the 
Union taking effect shall, until it is otherwise provided by lawful Authority, remain 
in force as if this Act had not been passed or proclaimed; save only that the Laws 
relative to the Revenue of Customs in force in British Columbia at the Time of the 
Union taking effect shall, until it is otherwise provided by lawful Authority, extend 
and apply to Vancouver Island; and, until it is otherwise provided by lawful Author- 
ity, the Governor of British Columbia shall have, in relation to the Territory for the 
Time being under his Government, all the Powers and authorities for the Time being 
vested, in relation to the United Kingdom, in the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury or in the Commissioners of Customs, with respect to the Appointment of 
Warehousing Ports, and the Approval and Appointment of Warehouses or Places of 
Security in such Ports, and everything consequent thereon or relative thereto. 

6. Nothing in this Act shall take away or restrict the authority of the Governor 
of British Columbia, with the Advice and Consent of the Legislative Council thereof, 
to make Laws for the Peace, Order, and good Government of British Columbia 
either before or after the Union; nor shall anything in this Act interfere with the 
Exercise of any Power that would have been exercisable by Her Majesty in Council 
if this Act had not been passed. 

7. Until the Union British Columbia shall comprise all such Territories within 
the Dominions of Her Majesty as are bounded to the South by the Territories of the 
United States of America, to the West by the Pacific Ocean and the Frontier of the 
Russian Territories in North America, to the North by the Sixtieth Parallel of North 
Latitude, and to the East from the Boundary of the United States Northwards by the 
Rocky Mountains and the One hundred and twentieth Meridian of West Longitude, 
and shall include Queen Charlotte's Island and all other Islands adjacent to the said 
Territories, except Vancouver Island and the Islands adjacent thereto. 

8. After the Union British Columbia shall comprise all the Territories and 
Islands aforesaid and Vancouver Island and the Islands adjacent thereto. 

9. The Acts described in the Schedule to this Act are hereby repealed; but this 
repeal shall not invalidate any Order in Council or other Instrument issued under the 
authority of those Acts or either of them, or any Act done or Right or Title acquired 
by virtue of those Acts or of either of them or of any such Order or Instrument. 


SCHEDULE. 





Acts Repealed. 


21 & 22 Vict. c. 99. An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia. 
26 & 27 Vict. c. 83. An Act to define the Boundaries of the Colony of British 
Columbia, and to continue an Act to provide for the Government of the said Colony. 


And I, the said FREDERICK SEYMOUR, as such Governor as aforesaid, do hereby 
further proclaim and publish that the Colony of Vancouver Island shall, from the 
Proclamation hereof, be and the same is hereby united with the Colony of British 
Columbia, and the said two Colonies shall, from the Proclamation hereof, form and 
be one Colony, with the name of British Columbia. 

And I, the said Governor, do hereby further proclaim and publish that, notwith- 
standing the Union aforesaid, the Laws in force at the Proclamation hereof in the 
separate Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island respectively, until it 
is otherwise provided by lawful authority, shall remain in force as if the said Act 
had not been passed or proclaimed; save only that the Laws relating to the Revenue 
of Customs in force in British Columbia at the Proclamation hereof shall, until 
otherwise provided by lawful authority, extend and apply to Vancouver Island; and 
until it is otherwise provided by lawful authority the Governor of British Columbia 
shall have, in relation to the Territory for the time being under his Government, all 
the powers and authorities for the time being vested, in relation to the United King- 
dom, in the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury or in the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Customs, with respect to the appointment of Warehousing Ports, and 
the approval and appointment of Warehouses or Places of Security in such Ports, and 
everything consequent thereon or relative thereto. 
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And I, the said Governor, do hereby further proclaim and publish that all and 
singular other the Clauses and Provisions of the said Act shall take full effect in the 
said Colonies and Dependencies so united as aforesaid, under the name of British 
Columbia, as and from the Proclamation hereof. 


This Proclamation may be cited as “The Union Proclamation, 1866.” 


Issued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, at New 
Westminster, British Columbia, this Seventeenth day of November, in the 
year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and in the 
Thirtieth year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


By Command. 
ARTHUR N. BIRCH, 
Colonial Secretary. 


GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 





PUBLIC NOTICE. 


COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 
28th December, 1866. 


[* obedience to Her Majesty’s commands, the Governor has appointed the follow- 


ing Public Officers to be, during Her Majesty’s Pleasure, Members of the 
Legislative Council of British Columbia:— 


The Honorables 
The Colonial Secretary for the said Colony, 
The Attorney-General for the said Colony, 
The Treasurer for the said Colony, 
The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for the said Colony, 
The Collector of Customs for the said Colony. 


The Governor has further been pleased to appoint the undermentioned gentle- 
men to be Members of the said Legislative Council, viz: — 
The Honorables 
Thomas Lett Wood, acting during the Session as Solicitor General, 
Henry Maynard Ball, as Magistrate, Cariboo West, 
Chartres Brew, as Magistrate, New Westminster, 
Clement Francis Cornwall, as Magistrate, Thompson River District, 
William George Cox, as Magistrate, Cariboo East, 
William J. Macdonald, as Magistrate, Victoria, 
Charles S. Nicol, as Magistrate, Nanaimo, 
Peter O’Reilly, as Magistrate, Kootenay, 
Edward Howard Sanders, as Magistrate, Yale and Lytton. 


The following appointments to the Council have also been made by the Goy- 
ernor, in deference to the wishes of the people, as expressed in the Districts men- 
tioned after each Honorable Member’s name:— 

The Honorables 

Amor DeCosmos, Victoria, 

John Sebastian Helmcken, Victoria, 

Joseph Despard Pemberton, Victoria District, 

John Robson, New Westminster, 

Robert Thompson Smith, Columbia River and Kootenay, 
Joseph J. Southgate, Nanaimo, 

Edward Stamp, Lillooet, 

George Anthony Walkem, Cariboo, 

George Wallace, Yale and Lytton. 
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Provided, always, that such appointments as last mentioned shall be provisional 
only, as aforesaid, and provided also that they shall continue in force, unless pre- 
viously determined, until the 30th day of June, A.D. 1868, and no longer. 


By Command. 
ARTHUR N. BIRCH. 


eee 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 








FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


fst PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency FREDERICK SEYMOUR, ESQUIRE, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &c. 


To the Honorable the Legislative Councillors of the said Colony, and every of 
them, and whom else it may concern; 


Greeting. 


NOW YE that I, FREDERICK SEYMOUR, under and by virtue of all powers and 

authorities in me in that behalf vested, do hereby command, and, by the tenor 

of these presents, enjoin you and each of you that on Thursday, the twenty-fourth 

day of January, One thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, at the Council Cham- 

ber, New Westminster, personally you be and appear FOR THE DISPATCH OF 

BUSINESS, to treat and conclude upon those things which in the said Legislative 
Council may be ordained. 


GIVEN under my hand and the Public Seal of the Colony, at Government 
House, New Westminster, in the Colony of British Columbia, this fourth 
day of January, in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-seven, and in the thirtieth year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


By Command. 
ARTHUR N. BIRCH, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Thursday, the 24th day of January, 1867. 


Pursuant to the above Proclamation, the Legislative Council met this day, 
the following Members being present:— 

The Honorables A. N. Birch, H. P. P. Crease, W. A. G. Young, J. W. 
Trutch, W. Hamley, C. Brew, P. O’Reilly, T. L. Wood, E. H. Sanders, W. 
G. Cox, W. J. Macdonald, H. M. Ball, J. S. Helmcken, J. Robson, A. 
DeCosmos, J. D. Pemberton, J. J. Southgate, R. T. Smith, E. Stamp, G. A. 
Walkem. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 4TH SESSION 2 


At half-past one, His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Esquire, Governor 
of the Colony, entered the Council Chamber, attended by his Private Secre- 
tary, and, being seated in the President’s Chair, administered the customary 
oaths of allegiance and office to the Members present. 


His Excellency then delivered the following gracious Speech:— 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


I by no means under estimate the importance of the duty which devolves on me 
to-day, of practically giving effect to the Legislative Union of the two British 
Colonies of the North Pacific. Nor can I avoid feeling the grave responsibility 
which rests upon me as Governor under the present distribution of power. There is 
considerable, though I trust temporary, depression existing in several portions of 
the Colony. There are conflicting interests which time alone can reconcile. 

In all Legislative bodies on the English model, it is the duty of the head of the 
Executive Government to state the reasons why such Legislative body has been 
convened into Session, and this I shall proceed to do. 

But first, it is well that I should lay before you the Standing Orders! for the con- 
duct of Public business. They are prepared in obedience to Her Majesty’s com- 
mand, and vary but little from those previously in force. In deference, however, 
to the wishes of several Members of Council, I have struck out the Order fining 
Members for non-attendance. 

I place prominently on the list of the measures which I wish you to pass, Bills 
of Indemnity to my predecessor in office in Vancouver Island and myself for money 
expended without an Appropriation Act. The circumstances of the case are suffici- 
ently familiar to all, and I have no doubt but that you will legalise acts of supreme 
necessity. 

I shall likewise lay before you a Bill to indemnify me for having omitted to 
enforce certain provisions of the Vancouver Island Stock Act, 1865, and Schedule 
D of the Harbour Dues Act, 1866. 

It will be obviously desirable that the Laws of the two sections of the Colony 
should be assimilated with as little delay as possible. I do not feel competent, at 
present, to propose this complete amalgamation. That may be left to the next 
Session. At present, I will endeavour to induce you to select from either section 
such Laws as may be best suited to the immediate wants of the community at large. 
The Vancouver Island Bankruptcy Law, and that respecting the Registration of 
Titles to Land might, I think, with advantage be extended over the whole Colony. 
From the British Columbia Ordinances, I would select for general adoption, those 
enabling Indian evidence to be received in Courts of Justice, the Law for the pre- 
vention of the sale of Spirituous Liquors to the Aborigines, and that for the protec- 
tion of their graves. 

Then, I would further favorably recommend for your consideration,—the 
Mining Laws as existing on the main-land, the Postal, Joint Stock, Trustees’ Relief, 
Currency, Game protection Ordinances, and that for the distribution of the Estate 
of Intestates. These have worked well in British Columbia, and it seems to me 
that we might beneficially extend their operation. A Bill or Bills for the purpose 
shall be laid before you. 

As it is proposed to place the Crown Lands of Vancouver Island under the 
control of the Legislature of the United Colony, as soon as suitable provision has 
been made for the Public Service, I shall lay before you a Bill authorizing the 
Governor to extend by Proclamation the provisions of the present British Columbia 
Land Ordinance over the entire Colony, as soon as a satisfactory reconveyance of 
the Island from the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Crown shall have been made. 

A Bill shall be laid before you to amend the Act giving certain powers to the 
Municipality of Victoria. 

The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure are prepared, and shall be laid 
before you at an early date. I deeply regret to have to state, what however is well 
known to you, that the finances of both sections of the Colony were in a very 
unsatisfactory condition at the time that Union took place. Full information as to 
our exact position shall be laid before you, and I think you will agree with me, 


1 See Appendix. 
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without examining into the question as to which of the two late Colonies most 
required the support of the other, that Union and the consequent large reduction 
of expenditure came none too soon. But gloomy as our present position may be, 
I think we can look to the future with confidence if we work faithfully together for 
the public good, merging as far as may be all sectional or local interests in a desire 
to promote the general welfare. 


The Estimates are prepared to meet the present condition of things. They will 
be found, in the aggregate, to apply for a smaller sum than has for some years past 
been voted for the service of the main-land alone. As a general rule, with one excep- 
tion, to which I shall presently refer, all Salaries have been reduced from my own 
downwards. Though I, for one, do not find labour, responsibility, or expenditure 
diminished by the Union of the Colonies. Other Public Officers whose Salaries are 
guaranteed to them by Law, have cheerfully consented to submit to a temporary 
deprivation in the desire to help the Colony in its present emergency. The exception 
to which I refer is that of the Judicial Department. It is obviously desirable to 
avoid any discussion between the Executive Government and the Judges, in regard 
to the emoluments of the latter. 

While deeply regretting the reductions that I am compelled to make, I must 
place on record, in the most public manner, my opinion that the great majority of 
the Public Servants who now suffer are fully entitled to Salaries such as they drew 
last year. I trust that we may regard the present one as of exceptional embarrass- 
ment, and that better times may soon lead to a more satisfactory Appropriation 
Act. It is to the amalgamation, however, of offices rather than to the reduction of 
Salaries that we must look for our future economy, and I shall earnestly recommend 
to the Secretary of State the removal to other Colonies of some of our Public 
Officers. The case of those Gentlemen who, through no fault of their own, lost office 
on the day of Union, shall likewise be brought under the same consideration. 


You will find from the Estimates that I do not propose to undertake any Public 
Work of magnitude during the year. None are in progress on the main-land; one 
of secondary importance and moderate expense on the Island approaches comple- 
tion. The more pleasing task of improvement must be left for another year. It will 
be sufficient, if for the present we keep our great Road System in repair. I shall be 
glad if you will express an opinion on two points of importance. What is to be done 
with the Dredging Machine now lying in Victoria Harbour, and the Steam Vessel 
built in connexion with it? Do you consider it desirable to keep up a Government 
Assay Office? On this latter question I cannot act without the sanction of the 
Secretary of State. The Department was constituted in England, at the request of the 
Colony, and has principally been managed by directions from the Lords of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury. I must further await a decision as to the disposal of the Public 
Officers who conduct the Department. Selected at home and proceeding to the 
Colony on the faith of permanent employment, having always admirably conducted 
the business of the office, I cannot imagine that they will be losers by any opinion 
you may express. 


Great as is the present temporary financial embarrassment, justice requires the 
abolition of some of the taxation still existing in the late Colony of Vancouver 
Island. The Real Estate Tax must be repealed, and the whole taxation assimilated 
throughout the Colony. Bills having these objects in view shall be laid before you 
early in the Session. 

The Customs Act requires re-consideration. A Bill to amend it shall be laid 
before you. 


Such are the principal measures which the Government proposes to introduce 
during the present Session. I feel that I have called you together somewhat late in 
the season; and as there are many matters of vital importance to be dealt with, I will 
not impede your progress by any measure which can be deferred. The Standing 
Orders, however, provide for the initiation of Bills by any Member of Council who 
may be desirous of doing so. 


I shall address you, by Message, on the subject of Education and a few other 
topics of importance during the course of the Session. One of these will probably 
be as to the cause of the selection made for the Seat of Government of the United 
Colony. Up to within a few hours of meeting you, I had not the intention of touch- 
ing upon it, but I am informed that the question creates an amount of interest which 
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I cannot comprehend, but which appears to me a sign of great local depression. I 
shall address you on the subject by Message. 

And now, before leaving you, let me express my confidence that better days are 
yet in store for us. The heavy cloud of adversity which hangs over the South lightens 
as we proceed Northward, and no winter has yet seen a more numerous and con- 
tented Mining population than that which is now working on our Gold Creeks. 

I shall watch with much interest your proceedings in the Session I open to-day. 
Grave and important duties are confided to our hands, and I firmly believe that they 
will be fairly dealt with. Trusting that the blessing of the Almighty may rest upon 
the efforts we are about to make to promote the welfare of the magnificent territory 
He has temporarily committed to our charge, I now leave you to your deliberations. 


His Excellency then left the Council Chamber. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member informed the Council that to prevent mistakes 
he had obtained a copy of the Governor’s Speech. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken rose to speak to a question of privilege. 
Ordered that the Honorable Member do before the Council rises bring for- 
ward a motion on the subject, to be considered at the next meeting of the 
Council. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly seconding, 
Resolved, That the Governor’s Speech be printed for the use of Members. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Sanders, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconding, 
Resolved, That a Select Committee, to be named by the Presiding Member, 
be appointed to draw out and submit a reply to His Excellency’s gracious 
Speech. 
The following Honorable Members were appointed accordingly: —The Hon. 
The Collector of Customs, the Hon. Messrs. Sanders, Robson, Macdonald, 
Walkem, Pemberton. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken then gave notice that he would at the 
next meeting of the Council bring forward the subject of seven Members only 
having been appointed for Vancouver Island. 


The Hon. Mr. Ball moved the adjournment till Monday. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, That the Council adjourn 
till Wednesday, at 3 p.m. 
Amendment carried. Ordered accordingly. 





Wednesday, the 30th day of January, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Hamley, Brew, Young, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, Stamp, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Mac- 
donald, Walkem, Robson, Smith, Southgate. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
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The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion (2). 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Macdonald gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Hamley, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to frame a 
reply to His Excellency’s Speech, handed in a Report, which was read as fol- 
loweth: — 


To His Excellency FREDERICK SEYMOUR, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c. 


May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: 


We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of British 
Columbia, have received with pleasure the Speech with which you have honored us. 

We are fully sensible of the arduous and important duties devolving upon Your 
Excellency at this critical period in the history of the Colony, and we shall not fail 
on our part to render every assistance in carrying out all measures calculated to 
promote the public welfare. 

The Acts of Indemnity referred to by Your Excellency, and the Bills amalga- 
mating the Laws of the Colony, shall receive our most favourable consideration. 

We are gratified to learn that the Crown Lands of Vancouver Island are to be 
placed under the control of the Legislature. We trust that the reconveyance of the 
Island will be consummated with as little delay as possible, and that it will be fol- 
lowed by a general Land system so liberal as to encourage immigration and settle- 
ment, and to foster our agricultural interests. 

Conscious of the financial embarrassment of the Colony, we observe with satis- 
faction that Your Excellency has caused the Estimates to be prepared with the 
strictest economy compatible with the efficiency of the Public Service. 

Your Excellency having drawn the particular attention of the Council to the 
Assay Office, and to the Dredging Machine and Steamer, we venture to assure you 
of the earnest consideration with which these subjects shall be treated by the 
Council. 

We desire to express our entire concurrence in the proposed measures for the 
repeal of the Real Estate Tax in Vancouver Island, and for the assimilation of Taxa- 
tion throughout the Colony. 

We shall look forward with anxiety to the Messages which Your Excellency has 
been pleased to promise us, upon the important subjects of Education and the Seat 
of Government. 

We are fully alive to the serious responsibilities which rest upon us in the dis- 
charge of our duties during the ensuing Session, and we beg to assure Your Ex- 
cellency that the task imposed upon us will be cheerfully undertaken, that the 
interests confided to us will be carefully guarded, and that in the promotion of all 
measures conducive to the advancement and prosperity of the Colony Your Ex- 
cellency will meet with our most cordial co-operation. With Your Excellency also, 
we venture to hope that the days of depression may soon pass away, and we con- 
fidently look forward to the wisdom of Your Excellency’s administration, to stimu- 
late industry, restore confidence, and dispel the present gloom, perfectly trusting 
that under the guidance of Divine Providence Your Excellency’s efforts may be 
crowned with success. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Wood, the Hon. Mr. Smith seconding, 
That this Report be adopted. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved in amendment that the report be referred to 
a Committee of the whole, 
Ordered accordingly. 


The Council resolved itself into the said Committee of the whole. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 4TH SESSION 13 


The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman of the Committee reported that the Committee had approved 
of the Report, with the alteration of one word in Section 4, namely “observe” 
to “learn.” 

Ordered that the Report as thus amended be adopted. 


The Hon. Mr. Crease moved, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconded, 
That the Reply to His Excellency’s Speech be presented by the House. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken brought forward the subject of seven Members of 
Council only having been appointed for Vancouver Island. 
The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 
Thereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, 


The Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved the adjournment. 


The Council was adjourned accordingly till to-morrow, the 31st instant, at 3 
o’clock. 





Thursday, the 31st day of January, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


At half-past 3 o’clock, there being no quorum present, the Presiding Member ad- 
journed the Council till 1 o’clock p.m. to-morrow, the 1st February. 











Friday, the Ist day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Hamley, Brew, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, Smith, Robson, DeCosmos, 
Helmcken, Macdonald. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 4 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Wood, the Council adjourned during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, the Presiding Member informed the Council 
that, in pursuance of the order of the Council, he, attended by several Members 
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of the Council, had waited upon the Governor to present the Address in reply 
to his Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Council, and that His 
Excellency had been pleased to make thereto the following rejoinder. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 

I have received with much satisfaction the Address which you have just pre- 
sented. 

I feel that the Government and people are much indebted to you for devoting 
yourselves to the Public Service at a time when your duties, like my own, must be 
unmixedly disagreeable. I trust that when the Governor meets you next year he will 
be in a position to propose some works of improvement much more agreeable to 
entertain than the present labour of reduction and retrenchment. 

According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Crease introduced the Imposts Indemnity Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 


Second Reading ordered for next Meeting of Council. 


According to Order, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced a Bill for assimilating 
the Laws of the Colony, 
Ordered that the Bill be now read the first time. 
Read the first time accordingly. 
Second Reading ordered for Tuesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, 

The Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved the following resolution, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to the Governor, asking for a copy of 
His Excellency’s Instructions and Commission to be furnished to the Council. 

The Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, 

That the word “Commission” be struck out, and that an Address be presented 
to the Governor, asking for His Excellency’s Instructions referring to the Con- 
stitution of the Colony and the construction of this Council. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 6, 
So the amendment was passed in the affirmative, and the original motion lost. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Hon. the Attorney General 
introduced a Bill respecting the application of the Customs Duties. 
On the motion for first reading, a debate arose. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 13, Noes 4. 


So it was Resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
On the question of the second reading being put, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos seconding, 
That the Bill be considered in the Committee of ways and means. 
On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 6, Noes 10. 


So it passed in the negative. 
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On the Original question being put, the Council again divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 6. 
So it was resolved in the affirmative, and Ordered that the said Bill be read 
the second time this day week. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald asked leave to bring in the Victoria 
Incorporation Aid Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member presented the said Bill accordingly. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday, the 4th Instant. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos to move an Address 
to the Governor, praying that His Excellency may be pleased to instruct the 
Collector of Customs to discontinue, at once, the Collection of Duties on 
Merchandise shipped from Vancouver Island for any portion of the former 
Colony of British Columbia. 

Ordered that leave be granted for the same, to be deferred for the present. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 2 o’clock 
p. m., Monday, the 4th February. 


Monday, the 4th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Young, Brew, Hamley, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, Smith, Robson, Walkem, Macdonald, 
Helmcken, DeCosmos. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave (for Hon. Mr. Southgate) a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion. 


According to order, the Hon. the Chief Commissioner introduced the Land Law 
Extension Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Thursday next. 


According to order, the Hon. the Solicitor General introduced the Ordinance Con- 
ciseness Bill. 
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Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Tuesday the 5th Instant. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 1. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution of the Legislative Council, the Governor 
lays before the Board a copy of such portions of Her Majesty’s Instructions to him, 
as refer to the Constitution of the Colony, and the Construction of the Legislative 
Council. 2 

It was decided in another Colony with which the Governor was connected that 
the House of Assembly was not entitled as of right to be put in possession of the 
Royal Instructions. The Governor will not however throw any impediments in the 
way of the Council during the present difficult Session. 

Government House, 

2nd February, 1867. 


Ordered that the same be printed. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 2. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a statement shewing the 
condition in which the Auditing of the Public Accounts of Vancouver Island stood 
at the time of the Union of the Island with British Columbia.? 

The Governor likewise places before the Council, an estimate of the time and 
expenditure which would be necessary for settling these accounts. He would be 
glad to know if the Legislative Council would wish the books to be thoroughly 
examined, or else closed with the accounts up to the 19th November. 


Government House, 
4th February, 1867. 


Ordered that the same be printed. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, Ordered that the Council do go into Com- 
mittee of the whole to-morrow, to consider His Excellency’s Message No. 2. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable 
him to give a notice of motion. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member then gave a notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked whether it is the intention of the Government 
to repeal the Ordinance relating to Head Money. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary replied. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked whether it is the intention of the 
Government to introduce a Bill to regulate the Coasting Trade. 
The Hon the Colonial Secretary replied. 


According to order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to introduce a Bill to re- 
peal the Trades Licences Amendment Act of Vancouver. 
2 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 


1867, pp. i-ii. 
3 [bid., p. tii. 
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The Hon. the Attorney General having stated that the Government had such 
a measure in contemplation, 

Ordered that leave be granted to the Hon. Member to withdraw his motion. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


According to order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding, 

That the following words be expunged from Standing Order No. 21, “which 
must be obtained on the day of notice.” 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton 
seconding. 

That a respectful address be presented to the Governor requesting His 
Excellency to expunge all words in Section 21 of the Standing Orders, after 
“intention.” 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 12, Noes 4. 
So it passed in the affirmative, and was resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the 
Hon. Mr. DeCosmos seconding. 

And it was Resolved, That a respectful address be presented to the Governor 
requesting His Excellency to expunge Clause 61 of the Standing Orders, and 
to allow the Public and Reporters of the Press free access to the Council during 
the pleasure of this House. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Impost Indemnity Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
slight alteration. 
Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, The Victoria Incorporation Aid Bill was read 

second time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council resolved itself into a Committee of the whole. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain amendments. 

Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till to-morrow, 
the 5th February, at 3 o’clock. 
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Tuesday, the 5th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Young, Wood, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Brew, Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Macdonald, Walkem, Robson, Smith. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Smith gave two notices of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, The Assimilation Bill was read the Second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Smith seconding, 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to lay before 
this House, Returns shewing the amount of Revenue derived from Tonnage 
Dues and Road Tolls during the year 1866; and also shewing the amount of 
Public Money expended by the Government during the same period in keeping 
the Roads, in respect of which Tolls are collected, in repair; such Returns to 
distinguish between the two branches below the Junction and the Main Trunk 
Road above that point. 
On the question being put it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved, the Hon. Mr. Stamp 
seconding, 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency asking for a Return 
of the Income and Expenditure of the Assay Office during the past year. 
On the question being put it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Officer’s Enabling Bill. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to the Governor praying that His 
Excellency will be pleased to remit the Harbour Dues and Clearance Fees upon 
all Vessels coasting between Vancouver Island and the Mainland, until such 
time as an Ordinance be passed repealing the same. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and ordered 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Conciseness Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
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The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Brew in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain slight alterations. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Standing Orders be suspended in order to 
enable him to give a notice of motion. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member then gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council resolved itself into a Committee of 
the whole on the Governor’s Message No. 2, relative to Auditing the Accounts 
of Vancouver Island. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Brew in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution 
of the Committee for the adoption of the Council: 

Moved by the Hon. Mr. Young, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Robson, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to place the sum 
of $200 on the Estimates for the year 1867, for the purpose of completing the 
Audit of the Accounts of the late Colony of Vancouver Island, from the 1st 
January, 1866, to the 19th November, 1866. 

On the question of the adoption of this report being put, it was carried unan- 
imously, and resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to bring in 
Legal Professions Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member accordingly presented the said Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once, 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading deferred. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Imposts Indemnity Bill was read the third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do now pass, and that its title be the 
“Imposts Indemnity Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Victoria Incorporation Aid Bill was read 
third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The 
Victoria City Aid Ordinance, 1867.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 3 
to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 6th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member produced a Dedimus Potestatem from the 
Governor, empowering him to swear in Members of Council, during the pres- 
ent Session. 

The same was read aloud by the Clerk as follows: 


L.S. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
_—— 


To ARTHUR BIRCH, EsQuiRE, Presiding Member of the Legislative Council of 
British Columbia, and whom else it may concern; 
Greeting. 


KNow ye that FREDERICK SEYMOUR, ESQUIRE, Governor of the Colony of 
British Columbia, reposing especial trust and confidence in the fidelity, learning, 
and integrity of the said Arthur Birch, and under and by virtue of all powers and 
authorities him the said Frederick Seymour, as such Governor, in that behalf 
enabling, hath appointed and by these presents doth give and grant unto the said 
Arthur Birch full power and authority to administer the customary oath to Members 
of the Legislative Council, during its present Session. 


GIVEN under my hand and seal, at New Westminster, British Columbia, this 
Sixth day of February, A.D. 1867, and in the 30th year of Her Majesty’s 
Reign. 


The Hon. Mr. Sanders then introduced a new Member of Council, Francis Jones 
Barnard, Esquire, to whom the Hon. Presiding Member administered the 
customary oath of allegiance and office. 

The Hon. Mr. Barnard then took his seat at the Council. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Brew, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, Smith, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Barnard, 
Macdonald. 


The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of 3 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Assimilation of Laws Bill was considered in 

Committee of the whole. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in a Resolution of the Com- 
mittee, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Resolution as follows be adopted. 

Moved by the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, 
that a Select Committee consisting of the Hon. Messrs. Crease, Wood, Walkem, 
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Young, DeCosmos, be appointed to revise the Statutes mentioned in Schedule 
B, and report as occasion require. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Enabling Ordinance was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council resolved itself into a Committee of the whole. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
slight emendation. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Conciseness Bill was then read third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the “Common 
Sections Ordinance, 1867.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Brew, the Council adjourned till 2 o’clock to- 
morrow. 

















Thursday, the 7th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs, Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Hamley, Brew, Young, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Macdonald, 
Barnard, Robson, Smith, Southgate. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting where read over and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, that 
the House go into Committee of the whole to consider the propriety of amend- 
ing the Constitution of the Legislative Council, so as to make the total number 
of the Members to be 24, one-third to be nominated by the Crown and two- 
thirds to be elected by the people, 

The Hon. Member asked leave for the consideration of the question to be 
deferred till Thursday next. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General brought in the 
Trades Licences Bill. 


Ordered to be read first time forthwith. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Smith moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, 

That the Government take into consideration the advisability of immediately 
abolishing the Road Tolls and Tonnage Dues, and increasing the Customs 
Tariff, so as to make up for the deficiency in the Revenue which would be 
caused by reason of such abolition. 

Whereupon a debate arose. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken then moved, the Hon. Mr. Crease seconding, 

That the debate on this question be adjourned till Thursday. 

On the question of adjournment being put it was carried unanimously and 
Ordered accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. Pemberton, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor praying that 
he will be pleased to place upon the Estimates the sum of $10,000 for the pur- 
pose of completing the Metchosin Road, and $2,000 for the purpose of com- 
pleting the Saanich Road, both in Vancouver Island, 

The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the motion in question. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton asked leave to bring in 
the acquisition of Land Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read the first time accordingly. 
Second Reading ordered for Friday, 15th instant. 


Pursuant to a deferred Order of the day, the second reading of the Hon. the Chief 
Commissioner’s Land Bill was deferred till Friday, the 15th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Officer’s Enabling Bill was read third time, 
and it was Resolved that the same do pass, and its title be the “Officers” 
Enabling Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the adjourned committal of the Assimilation 
Bill, 
Ordered that the same do stand on the Order of the day for to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Young moved the adjournment till to-morrow, at 2 p. m. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson in amendment to 3 p. m. 
The amendment being carried, 
The Council adjourned till to-morrow the 8th Instant, at 3 o’clock. 


Friday, the 8th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Wood, Young, Brew, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Southgate, Pemberton, DeCosmos, Macdonald, 
Helmcken, Smith, Robson, Barnard. 
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The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave (for the Hon. Mr. Stamp) notice of motion. 


On the order of the day being read for the second reading of the Customs application 
Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Young moved, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald seconding, 

That the Order of the day for the second reading of the Customs Bill be 
postponed, and that the second reading be deferred till after the Estimates are 
before the House. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding, 

That the Customs application Bill be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 7. 
So it was Resolved in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Hon. Mr. Smith’s 
motion, 

That the sum of $15,000 be placed on the Estimates for the purpose of open- 
ing Trails in the Columbia District, the most important of which is a Trail 
from a point on Columbia River, near the mouth of Gold Creek, to the Boat 
Encampment, so as to complete the connection between the Big Bend Mines 
and the Settlements on the East of the Rocky Mountains, 

The Hon. Member moved that the same do lie on the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Southgate moved, the Hon. Mr. 

Pemberton seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to place the 
sum of £250 on the Estimates for the purpose of erecting a Bridge at Nanaimo. 

Moved in amendment by the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, 

That the words “not exceeding” be inserted before “£250,” and “repairing” 
substituted for “erecting.” 

On the question as amended being put, it was carried after a division. 

Ayes 10, Noes 6, 


And Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Southgate seconding, 
And it was Resolved, That an address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor, praying that he may be pleased to supply this House with Returns 
of Transport, shewing the Expenditure under each head for 1866. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that a sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars may be placed in the 
Estimates for constructing a road from Gold Stream to Cowichan, and improv- 
ing the road thence to Nanaimo, 
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A debate arose. 

After which it was moved by the Hon. Mr. Macdonald, seconded by the 
Hon. Mr. Sanders, and 

Resolved, That the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos do lie on the table. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked Whether it is the intention of 
the Government to throw open the whole or any portion of the Indian Reserves 
at Cowichan for settlement? 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, pray- 
ing that the sum of $2,000 may be placed on the Estimates for the construction 
of a Road through Comox, 
The Hon. Member moved that the same do lie on the table. 
Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council resolved itself into an adjourned 

Committee on the Assimilation Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 


The Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to consider and revise the Statutes 
named in Schedule B, of the Assimilation of Laws Bill, brought in the first 
Report, viz: the Oaths and Evidence Bill. 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee be adopted and the said Bill read 
first time. 

Bill read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time on Monday. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken then moved the adjournment of the Council till Wednes- 
day, at 3 o’clock. 
The Hon. Mr. Ball having moved, in amendment, the adjournment till 
Monday at 3 o’clock. 
The amendment was carried, and it was Ordered accordingly. 





Monday, the 11th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Wood, O’Reilly, 
Brew, Ball, Cox, Sanders, Robson, Southgate, Barnard. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 3. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with a Resolution of the Legislative Council passed on the Sth 
Instant, the Governor forwards a Return of the Receipts and Expenditure of the 
Assay Department during the last three years. 

The Governor adds a general report on the working of the Department which 
he has received from the Superintendent. + 


Government House, 
11th February, 1867. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Barnard seconding, the following Resolution: 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, urging the 
desirability of having the Indian Reserves of the Colony reduced to what is 
necessary for the actual use of the Natives, and to have such Reserves properly 
defined, the remainder to be thrown open for settlement. 

A debate on the question having terminated, 

The Hon. mover asked leave to amend the Resolution by erasing the words 
“of the Colony” and substituting ‘on the lower Fraser.” 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

The Resolution was then put as amended and carried unanimously. 


According to the Order of the day, the Oaths and Evidence Bill was read second 

time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
slight alteration. 

Ordered that the said Bill be read the third time at the next sitting of the 
Council. 


The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the 
Acts mentioned in Schedule B of the Assimilation Bill, brought in a further 
Report, viz: 

The Sheriffs Law Assimilation Bill, and Indian Liquor Bill. 

Ordered that the Report of the Select Committee be adopted, and the Bills 
severally read the first time. 

The Bills in question were severally read the first time. 

Second Reading ordered for next Meeting of Council. 


The Hon. Mr. Ball moved the adjournment. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable him to hand in a further report from the Select Committee appointed to 
revise the Acts mentioned in Schedule B. of the Assimilation Bill. 


4 [bid., pp. iv—v. 
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Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 

The Hon. the Attorney General then handed in a further report, viz: 

The English Law Application Bill, and the Interest Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bills in question severally read 
the first time. 

Bills severally read the first time. 

Ordered to be read the second time at next sitting of Council. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
p. m., Wednesday, the 13th February. 


Wednesday, the 13th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Brew, Hamley, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Sanders, Cox, Southgate, Robson, Smith, Barnard, Walkem. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 4. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the undermentioned Ordinances: 
1. An Ordinance of Indemnity for not enforcing certain local taxes of 
Vancouver Island. 
2. An Ordinance in aid of the Municipal Taxation in Victoria. 


Government House, 
12th February, 1867. 
On the Order of the day being read for a motion of which notice was given by the 
Hon. Mr. Stamp, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Southgate, 
Ordered, That the same be brought forward to-morrow, in consequence of 
the absence of the Hon. mover thereof. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Robson’s motion to ask leave 
to bring in a Homestead Bill, 
The Hon. Member asked to leave to postpone the same till Friday next. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Colonial Secretary brought in the 
Estimates for the year 1867. 
Ordered that the Council do resolve itself into a Committee of Supply on 
Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Oaths and Evidence Bill was read the third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Evidence 
Ordinance, 1867.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, The Sheriffs’ Law Bill was read the second time. 

Ordered that the Council do go into Committee of the whole at once on the 
said Bill. 

The Council resolved itself into a Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain emendations. 

Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Indian Liquor Bill was read second time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that the Bill had been gone 
through with certain emendations, and that he was instructed to ask leave for 
the Bill to be re-committed at once. 

Ordered that leave be granted, and Bill re-committed accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member again resuming the Chair, 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that the Bill was now 
complete. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, The English Law Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Interest Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved that the House do adjourn. 
The Council divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 6. 


So it was Resolved in the affirmative, and the Council adjourned till 2 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 14th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 
Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, O’Reilly, Hamley, Brew, 


Sanders, Ball, Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Macdonald, Walkem, Robson, Smith, Barnard. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
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The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the 
Acts mentioned in Schedule B of the Assimilation Bill, brought in a further 
report, viz: 

The Postal Bill, and the Gold Mining Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that the Bills be severally read first 
time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

The second reading of the Postal Bill was Ordered for Tuesday next. 


On the Hon. the Attorney General having moved the second reading of the Gold 
Fields Bill, 
Ordered that the Bill be referred back to the Select Committee, in order that 
the suggestions of the Gold Commissioners may be received. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ motion in reference 
to the proposed alterations in the Constitution of the Council. 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the consideration till Tuesday 
next. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Stamp’s motion, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to place the sum 
of £600 upon the Estimates for the purpose of repairing the Road leading from 
Douglas Street to English Bay, and for making a branch from said Road over 
False Creek to new Saw Mill, on Burrard Inlet, 

The Hon. Member moved, the Hon. Mr. Trutch seconded, 

That the attention of His Excellency the Governor be respectfully drawn to 
the advisability of repairing the Road leading from Douglas Street to English 
Bay, and for the construction of a Branch Road over False Creek to new Saw 
Mill, on Burrard Inlet. 

Amendment carried and Resolved accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton 
seconding, 
That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor respectfully 
requesting that the Customs Tariff may be so amended as to subject the under- 
mentioned articles to the rate of duty placed opposite each: 


Lumber. (hie or Cedar)? if rough eee $3 per thousand feet. 
Ditto iPiGteSSed Ate os eae $5 s. 

Shingles “peri thousands te. soy es ee ees $1. 

Laths, if gang Sieh e salt =o WA es Un I eS $1. 

Pence Pick Gtsstss mm eee $2. 

SET GA a ee a ee rtd a ee 20 per cent ad valorem. 

AYSreCN IN Of Vette NGO) = es ee 20 5 

LUI (ET CEM) j= eee ee a oe ee ee eee DIS) 3 

Poultry; (dead orialive) see eet tee eee 25 “t 

| 44: i eee a NCCE ee ee ene eee meg LP kk 20 5 

Black Cattle, other than for breeding purposes, $5 each. 
Ditto, if for breeding purposes, _________________ free. 

LOD S 5 2s a ee eS $2 each. 

Dead Meat, including Hams and Bacon, ________________ 20 per cent. 


Buttery 222 Ne a ee ene Ee 25 per cent. 
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LSAT, Ronn ee so ee ee ee ee Pe ee DeLee 20 per cent. 
CONTE CHONETY spe feet ee ee eee eee Eee 25 per cent. 
Bread epee scan in te Bete eee i RD Ser de LE 25 per cent. 
LAT WAlh ©. ce eee ee ORR 25 per cent. 
Machin cryin eee. oe a ee re ee 10 per cent. 
Ordered that the same be printed and considered in Committee of Ways and 


Means. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 
Message No. 5. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council on the 
Sth instant, the Governor transmits a Return (closely approximate) shewing the 
amount received from Road Tolls during the year 1866.5 

He likewise forwards a Return shewing the amount of Tonnage Dues received 
at the Port of New Westminster for the same period. 

Further he transmits a Statement of moneys expended in construction of and 
repairs to Roads on which Tolls were collected during the year 1866. 


Government House, 
14th February, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 
Message No. 6. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Petition presented to him 
praying for the abolition or reduction of the Road tolls.6 He greatly regrets to 
have to state that he does not think that it can be favourably entertained at present. 

In connection with this subject, the Governor forwards to the Legislative 
Council a Statement of the average prices of the principle articles of consumption 
at the Gold Mines, as furnished by the Magistrates stationed at Cariboo during the 
last four years. 


Government House, 
14th February, 1867. 


Ordered that the above Messages be printed for the use of Members. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Sheriffs’ Bill, 

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 

Ordered that the Standing Orders be suspended in order that the same may 
be re-committed. 

Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 

The Council went again into Committee on the said Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that several alterations had 
been made in the Bill, and that it was now complete. 

Ordered that the same be read third time on Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Indian Liquor Bill. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos seconding, 
That the Bill be thrown out. 


5 [bid., p. vi. 
6 Tbid., p. vil. 


30 14 FEBRUARY 1867 


On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 4, Noes 16. 
So it passed in the negative. 
Ordered that the Bill be now read third time. 
Read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and 
that its title be the “Indian Liquor Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, 

The Council resolved itself into a Committee of the whole on the English 
Law Application Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain amendments. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Interest Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday. 


The Hon. Mr. Crease, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the Statutes 
named in Schedule B. of the Assimilation of Laws Bill, brought in a further 
Report, viz: 

The Ferrys Regulation Bill, 

The Game Bill, 

The Intestate Estate Bill, 

The Indian Graves Bill, 

The Inventions Bill. 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee be adopted and that the Bills be 
severally read first time at once. 

Bills read first time severally. 

Ordered that they be read the second time as follows: 

Ferrys Regulation Bill, Monday, 


Game Bill x4 
Intestate Estate Bill, 3 
Indian Graves Bill, Tuesday, 
Inventions Bill, Wednesday. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Pemberton, 
Ordered, That the Legal Professions Bill be read second time on Monday 
next. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved the adjournment till to-morrow, at 3 p. m. 


Then, on the amended motion of the Hon. Mr. Southgate, the Council adjourned till 
to-morrow, the 15th instant, at 2 o’clock. 
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Wednesday, the 15th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Wood, Young, Brew, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Southgate, Pemberton, DeCosmos, Macdonald, 
Helmcken, Walkem, Stamp, Robson, Smith, Barnard. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 
Message No. 7. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Legislative Council, request- 
ing him to supply Returns of Transport, shewing the expenditure under each head 
in 1866. 

The Governor having referred to the Auditor General (although previously 
aware of the labour which the furnishing the Returns in detail would require) is 
officially informed that it would take much time to prepare the Returns, and that 
it is impossible to make them thoroughly satisfactory to the Council, inasmuch as 
some of the amounts for the month of December have not been received. 

The Governor does not imagine that the Legislative Council would wish to 
have before them the details asked for, which would include a statement of every 
pound of barley or oats consumed by the horses of the Officer lately administering 
the Government when visiting the Gold Mines, or of those employed by the 
Supreme Court when on Circuit; if such however be the desire of the Council, the 
Return, at whatever expense or inconvenience, shall be forwarded. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the nature of the information required might be specified and thus the labour 
of the Auditor’s department considerably diminished. 


Government House, 
15th February, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 8. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution, passed by the Legislative Council 
on the Sth instant, in favour of the remission of Harbour Dues and Clearance Fees 
upon all Vessels engaged in the Coasting Trade of the Colony, until such time as 
an Ordinance be passed regarding the same. 

The Governor has given instructions which will be satisfactory to the Legis- 
lative Council. 


Government House, 
15th February, 1867. 
On the Order of the day being read for the Council to go into Committee of Supply, 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Southgate seconding, 
That approximate Returns of Revenue and Expenditure for 1866 be laid be- 
fore the Council before going into Supply. 
The Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Young se- 
conding, that the word “Expenditure” be struck out. 
On the motion as amended being put, it was Resolved in the affirmative and 
Ordered accordingly. 
Ordered that the Council do go into Committee of Supply on Monday. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, to ask 
leave to bring in Mechanics’ Lien Law Bill, 
The Hon. Member asked leave for the same to be postponed till Thursday 
next. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of Hon. Mr. Trutch’s 
Land Bill, 
Ordered that the same be considered in connection with the Bill standing 
next on the Order of the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Pemberton’s Land Bill to be 
read second time, 
Ordered that the Land Bills of both Hon. Members be referred to a Select 
Committee, to be nominated by the Hon. the Presiding Member. 
The following Hon. Members were selected accordingly: —The Hon. the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, the Hon. Messrs. Ball, Pemberton, 
Robson, Walkem, DeCosmos, Macdonald. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson asked leave to bring in a 
Homestead Exemption Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Bill read the first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Tuesday week. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Trades Licenses 
Bill, 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the English Law application Bill was read the 
third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do now pass, and that its title be 
the “English Law Ordinance, 1867.” 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved the adjournment till 2 o’clock, on Monday. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson moved in amendment, 3 o’clock on Monday. 
On the amendment being put it was carried, and the Council accordingly 
adjourned till 3 o’clock, p.m., on Monday, the 18th instant. 


Monday, the 18th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 
Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Brew, Young, 


O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Macdonald, 
Walkem, Barnard, Robson, Smith, Southgate, Stamp. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 9. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In deference to the wishes of the Legislative Council, the Governor has struck 
out the 61st Section of the Standing Orders. He has likewise struck out from Sec- 
tion 21 all the words after “intention”. 

The imposition of fines for non-attendance having been withdrawn, the Gover- 
nor has expunged further the 64th, 65th, and 66th Sections.7 


Government House, 
16th February, 1867. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Council to go into Committee of Supply, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Thursday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Postal Bill, 
A debate arose. 
On the question of the second reading being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 7. 
So it was resolved in the affirmative, and Ordered that the said Bill be read 
the second time at once. 
Read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Sheriffs’ Law Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title be ““The Sheriffs’ Ordinance, 
1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into a Committee of the whole on 

the Interest Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain amendments. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day the Ferries and Bridges Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Intestate Estate Sales Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Legal Professions Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of the Committee. 


7 Ibid., pp. ix—x. 
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The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that considerable altera- 
tions having been made to the Bill it was now complete. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
p. m., to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 19th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Trutch, Young, Crease, Hamley, Brew, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Macdonald, Walkem, Robson, Barnard, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ motion, 

That the House go into Committee of the whole to consider the propriety of 
amending the Constitution of the Legislative Council, so as to make the total 
number of Members twenty-four, one-third to be nominated by the Crown and 
two-thirds elected, 

And the question of going into Committee of the whole, the Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 5. 

So it was Resolved in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly. 

The Council resolved itself into a Committee of the whole. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the said motion be considered to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, in amendment, that the consideration of the 
question be adjourned for one week. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 10. 


So the amendment was lost, and it was Ordered that the adjourned debate 
take place to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Game Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
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The Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill had gone through 
slight emendations. 

Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Indian Graves Bill was read second time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that the Bill had been gone 
through with certain alterations made, and that he was instructed to ask leave 
to sit again immediately to re-consider the 2nd Clause. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

The Council again went into Committee on the said Bill. 

On the Presiding Member again resuming the Chair, 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that the Bill was now 
complete. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member accordingly presented the said Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time forthwith. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Postal Bill. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Interest Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Interest Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Ferries and Bridges 
Bill, 
Ordered that the Committal be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Barristers’ Bill, 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved the re-committal of the same. 
Motion lost. 
Ordered to be read third time at once. 
Read third time accordingly. 
And it was Resolved that this Bull do pass, and that its title be “The Legal 
Professions Ordinance, 1867.” 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him 
to give a notice of motion. 


36 19 FEBRUARY 1867 


Ordered accordingly. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved the adjournment till 3 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Young in amendment till 1 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Southgate in amendment till 2 o’clock to-morrow. 
The last amendment having been put and carried, 
The Council adjourned accordingly till 2 o’clock, p.m. to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 20th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Young, Brew, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Southgate, Pemberton, DeCosmos, Macdonald, 
Helmcken, Walkem, Stamp, Robson, Smith, Barnard. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson presented a Petition, which was afterwards withdrawn. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. Pemberton, in 
reference to taking precautions for the proper preservation of the Dredger, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the motion. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Inventions Bill was read the second time. 
Ordered to be Committed on the 27th instant. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Walkem to ask leave to bring 
in Legal Professions Bill, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the motion. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion postponed to this day fortnight accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 

on the Intestate Estate Sale Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Brew in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain amendments. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Game Bill was read the third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title be “The Game Ordinance, 
1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Indian Graves Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Indian Graves 
Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole on 

the Postal Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill to have been 
considerably altered, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson then moved the adjournment. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 10. 
So the motion for adjournment was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole on 

the Ferries and Bridges Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete with 
certain amendments. 

Ordered that the same be read third time to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved the adjournment till 2 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson, in amendment, till 3 to-morrow. 
On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 8. 
So it was Resolved in the affirmative, and the Council adjourned accordingly 
till 3 o’clock to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 21st day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, O’Reilly, Hamley, Brew, 
Sanders, Ball, Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Macdonald, Walkem, Robson, Smith, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of 2 motions. 
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On the Order of the day being read for Committee of Supply, 
Ordered that the third reading of the Intestate Estate Sales Bill and the 
Ferries Bill do stand first on the Order of the day. 
The Intestate Estates Sales Bill was accordingly read the third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title be the “Intestate Estate 
Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Ferries Bill, the 
Hon. Mr. Walkem moved for the re-committal of the same. 
Motion lost. 
The Bill was then read for third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do 
pass, and its title be “The Ferries Ordinance, 1867.” 


The Council then went into Committee of Supply. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Resolved that this Council recommend that the following supplies be voted 
for the several Establishments named 


Governor $2535 
Legislative Council 1200 
Colonial Secretary 98608 


Ordered that leave be granted to the Committee to sit again to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved the adjournment till 1 to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease, in amendment, till 2 to-morrow. 
The amendment having been put and lost after a division, 
Ayes 9, Noes 10. 


The Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, p.m., to-morrow. 


Friday, the 22nd day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Hamley, Brew, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, Southgate, Robson, Stamp, DeCosmos, Smith, 
Helmcken, Macdonald, Walkem, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Trades Licence Bill, 
Ordered that the second reading thereof be deferred till this day week. 


8 This resolution from the original minute book was omitted from the published journals in 
1867. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Victoria Incorpora- 
tion Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson asked leave to bring in 
Mechanics’ Lien Law Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time this day fortnight. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, and it was 
Resolved, 
That a Select Committee be appointed to revise the Tariff. 
The Presiding Member appointed the following Hon. gentlemen accordingly: 
The Hon. the Collector of Customs, the Hon. Messrs. Ball, Helmcken, South- 
gate, Robson, DeCosmos, Smith. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Southgate seconding, and it was Resolved, 
That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, asking for a 
Return of the amount of Fines and Seizures in the Customs Department, from 
1860 to 1866 inclusive, and how appropriated. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton asked for an explanation 
of the following apparent discrepancy in the Return of the 11th instant, re 


Assay Department: 
Lotal Expenditure [Gigs SO eet eee £1001 2 4 
Do., Do., in published comparative state- 
BITS DE OBES 0) ge ss ee PAs PA Sea 


The Hon. the Colonial Secretary explained that it was owing to the expendi- 
ture of past years in England on account of Assay Department having been 
brought to account in 1865. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council again went into Committee of Supply. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair 
The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 


The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that some progress had been 
made, and asked leave to sit again. 


Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Brew moved the adjournment till 1 o’clock on Monday. 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton, in amendment, till 11 o’clock, to-morrow. 


On the amendment being put and carried, the Council adjourned accordingly 
till 11 o’clock to-morrow, the 23rd instant. 
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Saturday, the 23rd day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, a. m., pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Trutch, Young, Crease, Hamley, Brew, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Macdonald, Walkem, Robson, Barnard, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Young gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Victoria Incorporation Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported further progress, and asked 
leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
The Standing Orders were suspended in order to allow him to place a notice 
of motion on the Order Book. 
The Standing Orders having been supsended. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
on Monday, the 25th instant. 


Monday, the 25th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


The Hon. Mr. Brew then introduced a new Member of Council, William Hales 
Franklyn, Esquire, to whom the Hon. Presiding Member administered the 
customary oath of allegiance and office. 

The Hon. Mr. Franklyn then took his seat at the Council. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Brew, Young, Wood, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Cox, Ball, Pemberton, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Macdonald, 
Walkem, Barnard, Robson, Smith, Southgate, Stamp, Franklyn. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Young moved, the Hon. Mr. Rob- 
son seconding, and it was Resolved, 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that he will cause to be furnished to this Council, a copy of an address 
of the House of Assembly of Vancouver Island, passed about March, 1859, 
asking for the Establishment of a Mint in Vancouver Island, together with a 
copy of the reply thereto. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Southgate seconded, and it was Resolved, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully asked to cause a Return to 
be made to the Council at its next sitting, shewing the amount of moneys now 
at the credit of each Estate under the Trustees’ Relief Ordinance and Intestate 
Estate Ordinance. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Young seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
asking for a Return shewing the earnings of the Steamer Sir James Douglas, 
during the year 1866. 

The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved That the word “Expenditure” be added after 
“Receipts.” 

On the question as amended being put, it passed in the affirmative, and was 
Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into a Committee of Supply. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported that he was instructed to request the Presiding 
Member’s decision on a point of order, and to ask leave to sit again immedi- 
ately. 

The point of order having been decided, 

Ordered that leave be granted to the Committee to sit again immediately. 

The Council again went into Committee of Supply. 

On the Presiding Member again resuming the Chair, 

The Chairman reported considerable progress made, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Thursday next. 


The Hon. Mr. Young moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him 
to give a notice of motion. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
p. m., to-morrow. 
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Tuesday, the 26th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Young, Ball, Sanders, 
Southgate, DeCosmos, Robson, Barnard, Franklyn, Smith. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Young moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, and it was Resolved, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that a Return be laid before this Council, exhibiting the amount of 
Revenue received annually, since the passing of the Crown Officers’ Salaries 
Act, 1863, which would, in the absence of that Act, have been brought to ac- 
count as Crown Revenue, together with the annual expenditure under the said 
Act. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Homestead Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, 
Ordered to be read second time this day week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson asked leave to bring in a 
Medical Professions Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member presented the said Bill accordingly. 
Ordered that the Bill be now read first time. 
Bill read the first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole on 

the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported some progress made with 
the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Barnard’s motion respecting 
the establishment of a Bonded Warehouse at Yale, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the motion. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion postponed till to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, 
p.m., to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 27th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Brew, Franklyn, Young, Wood, 
Ball, Cox, Southgate, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Robson, Smith, Barnard. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 10. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with a Resolution of the Legislative Council, passed on the 
26th instant, the Governor forwards a Return shewing the amount of the Crown 
Revenue of the Mainland portion of the Colony of British Columbia for the last 
three years, and the Salaries paid under Crown Salaries Act for the same period.? 


Government House, 
27th February, 1867. 


Ordered to be printed for the use of the Members. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 11. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In fulfilment of a pledge given by the Governor, in the Address with which 
he had the honor to open the present Legislative Session, he now lays before the 
Council his views on the subject of Education at the public expense. 

He has to refer to two different sections of the Colony, in which the question 
has been treated in different ways. In Vancouver Island the attempt has been made 
to make the education of the youth in the Colony a burden on the community. 
The Governor lays before the Council statements of the present condition of the 
relations existing between the Government and the Public Schools of the Island,1° 
and leaves the question as to indebtedness on the one side, or unreasonable expecta- 
tions on the other, to be freely dealt with by the Council—one from which the 
Governor stands aloof. He will merely state that in the opinion of his Predecessor 
the system was not successful, and that other objects besides the intellectual advance- 
ment of the children of the Colony were sometimes allowed entrance into the con- 
sideration of the Board of Education. 

On the Mainland the Governor has been compelled to acknowledge that the 
population is yet too small and scattered for any regular system of Education to be 
established. Where parents have been willing to pay towards the instruction of 
their children, he has, with the consent of the Legislative Council, assisted them 
from the public funds. The Schools have not been under the direction of the 
Government, and pupils have been led or sent from those that asked assistance 
from the public to those enjoying the dignity of independence, or back again as the 
parents might elect. 

The Governor is of the opinion that the Colony is not yet old enough for any 
regular system of Education to be established; nor would he wish, under the present 
constitution, to press his own views upon the Legislature, though he has no desire 
to conceal them. He thinks that any man who respects himself would not desire 
to have his children instructed without some pecuniary sacrifice on his own part. 
The State may aid the parent, but ought not to relieve him of his own natural re- 
sponsibility, else it may happen that the promising mechanic may be marred, and 
the country overburdened with half-educated professional politicians or needy 
hangers-on of the Government. 


9 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
1867, p. x. 
10 Jbid., p. xi. 
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As the Governor is aware that there is no subject upon which more words have 
been wasted than that of gratuitous instruction and the duty of the governing 
authority towards the people in the matter, he will at once proceed to consider 
the relations in which the Government may properly stand towards the parents. In 
his opinion, all that the State can do is to enable the children to overcome the 
almost mechanical difficulties which seem to bar their passage over the threshold 
of knowledge, and having effected this to leave to parental affection and 
knowledge of individual character the choice of the arms with which the child 
shall, at a future period, fight the battle of life. It is vain for the State to attempt 
to drive on in an even line the idle and the industrious—the boy of ready aptitudes 
and him whose brain becomes pained and confused in endeavouring to master the 
simplest problem. The Governor conceives it to be the duty of the governing 
power to assist in the giving to all elementary instruction, and then to offer induce- 
ments to those who are able to come to the front in the intellectual struggle with 
their fellow men. 

But he will not, while addressing the Council, conceal any portion of his 
thoughts. He believes that the community in which he resides is one where complete 
toleration in religious opinion exists. It is not therefore, under these circumstances, 
for the State and its Salaried Officers to interfere with the belief of any one. The 
Government has not undertaken to prove to the Jew that the Messiah has indeed 
arrived; to rob the Roman Catholic Church of her belief in the merciful intercession 
of the Blessed Virgin; to give special support to the Church of England; to mitigate 
the acidity of the Calvinistic doctrines of some Protestant believers, or to determine, 
authoritatively, the number of the Sacraments. Therefore, the Governor is of opin- 
ion that when the time comes for the establishment of a large Common School, 
religious teaching ought not to be allowed to intrude. It is vain to say that there are 
certain elementary matters in which all Christians, leaving out the Jews, must agree. 
It is merely calling upon a man picked up at random, allured by a trifling salary, 
to do what the whole religious wisdom, feeling, and affection of the world has not 
yet done. The paring down of all excrescences which a man on a hundred and fifty 
pounds a year may think disfigure the several religions, and the reducing them to a 
common standard, becomes a sort of Methodism which may locally be named after 
the Schoolmaster who performs it. 

In a Colony with which the Governor was recently connected he left the follow- 
ing School system. There was a public School open to all denominations, where 
the Schoolmaster did not presume to open to the children any sacred mysteries. 
The charge upon the children attending regularly was half a dollar a month. But 
there were Denominational Schools, also, to which the Government contributed, 
but in a moderate degree. It was found that these Denominational Schools, though 
more expensive to the parents, absorbed the greater number of children. Such is 
the system he would desire to see in any concentrated community. 


Government House, 
27th February, 1867. 


Ordered to be printed for the use of the Members. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the 
the Acts mentioned in Schedule B of the Assimilation of Laws Bill, brought in 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into adjourned Committee on 


The Hon. Mr. Smith gave notice of motion. 


a further Report, viz: the Gold Fields Bill. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted and that the Bill be read first time at 


once. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Victoria Incorporation Bill. 
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The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the Standing Orders be suspended in order 
to enable him to place a motion on the Order Book. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Smith, the Council adjourned till to-morrow 
the 28th instant, at 3 o’clock. 





Thursday, the 28th day of February, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Franklyn, Brew, 
O’Reilly, Ball, Southgate, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Robson, Smith, Barnard, 
Hamley. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 12. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the request of the Legislative Council, the Governor lays 
before the House a copy of the address of the House of Assembly of Vancouver 
Island, asking for the Establishment of a Mint.11 


Government House, 
28th February, 1867. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Southgate seconded, and it was Resolved, 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that a Bill may be introduced to establish a Standard of Weights and 
Measures, and to regulate Weights and Measures throughout the Colony. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into a Committee of Supply. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported that he was instructed to 
ask that a Select Committee on Internal Postage be appointed, and asked leave 
to sit again. 


11 Jbid., p. xii. 
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Ordered that leave be granted to sit again, and that a Select Committee be 
appointed by the Presiding Member to enquire into the matter of Internal 
Postage. 

The following Hon. gentlemen were appointed accordingly: the Hon. Messrs. 
Trutch, Ball, Sanders, Cox, Robson, Helmcken, Smith. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Barnard’s motion respecting 
the establishment of a Bonded Warehouse at Yale, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into adjourned Committee on 

the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported further progress, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole on 

the Inventions Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill gone through with 
certain amendments. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council adjourned till to-morrow 
the 1st March, at 3 o’clock, p.m. 


Friday, the Ist day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Brew, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Franklyn, Cox, Stamp, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, Smith, 
Walkem, Helmcken, Macdonald. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 13. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a letter which has been 
addressed to him by the Chamber of Commerce of New Westminster, in the 
Commercial interests of the Colony.12 

Government House, 

1st March, 1867. 


12 [bid., pp. xii-xiii. 
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Ordered that the same be printed for the use of Members, and that it be 
referred to the Select Committee for amending the Tariff. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Trades Licence 
Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Tuesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day the Medical Professions Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Thursday next. 


Pursuant to Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Smith moved, the Hon. Mr. Ball 
seconding, and it was Resolved, 


That His Excellency the Governor be empowered to offer a premium of not 
more than Five Thousand dollars to any party who will erect the first Steam 
Quartz Crushing Mill in the Columbia-Kootenay District, capable of crushing 
24 tons of Quartz in 24 hours; and if a less powerful Mill, the premium to be 
proportionately less. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Gold Fields Bill, 


The Hon. Mr. Young moved that a Select Committee be appointed to frame 
a Bill for the Regulation of the Gold Fields. 
Ordered accordingly. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member appointed the following Hon. Members to 
form the said Committee:—the Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, Ball, Sanders, Cox, 
Walkem. 


The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chairman of the said Committee, then handed in a 
Report, viz: the Gold Fields Regulation Bill. 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Inventions Bill was read the third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title be “The Patents Ordinance, 
1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into adjourned Committee on 
the Postal Bill. 


The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 


The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution, 
and asked leave to sit again. 


Ordered that leave be granted for Monday, and 


Resolved, That that portion of the Bill relating to the rates of Postage be 
referred to the Select Committee now sitting on Postal matters. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 p.m. 
on Monday the 4th, instant. 
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Monday, the 4th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Ball, Franklyn, Walkem, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Macdonald, Stamp, 
Barnard, Robson, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 14. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to prohibit the unseasonable 
destruction of Game.” 


Government House, 
4th March, 1867. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from certain Merchants in Victoria, 
having reference to the Customs Tariff on Dry Goods. 
Ordered that the same be received and do lie on the Table. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of Patrick Everett. 
Ordered that the same be received and do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Stamp gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Hamley, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the Tariff, 
brought up a Report.!° 
Ordered that the same be received and printed for the use of Members. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council again went into Committee of the 

whole on the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted, and 

Resolved, That the Bill as amended be re-printed, and then referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of the Hon. the Attorney General, Hon. Solicitor 
General, Hon. Messrs. Young, Macdonald, Helmcken, DeCosmos, for re- 
consideration. 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch, from the Select Committee appointed to inquire into Postal 
matters, brought up a Report. 
Ordered that the same be received and lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved the adjournment till 3 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken, in amendment, till 2 o’clock to-morrow. 
On the amendment being put it was carried, and the Council accordingly 
adjourned till 2 o’clock, p.m., to-morrow, the 5th instant. 
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Tuesday, the 5th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Young, Ball, Sanders, 
Franklyn, Cox, Stamp, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, 
Macdonald, Walkem, Smith, O’Reilly, Hamley. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 15. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor, impressed with the expediency of making as far as possible 
each Enactment complete in itself, is of opinion that he ought not to assent, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the Bill submitted to him entitled “An Ordinance to promote 
conciseness in the drafting of Legislative Enactments.” 

The proposed Enactment appears to him to be in other respects free from 
objection. 


Government House, 
5th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 16. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the undermentioned Bills entitled respectively: 

An Ordinance to assimilate the Law relating to Sheriffs, 

An Ordinance to prevent the violation of Indian Graves, 

An Ordinance authorizing the sale of the Real and Personal Estate of 
Intestates. 


Government House, 
Sth March, 1867. 
A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 17. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council, that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled An Ordinance to declare the Law 
relating to Interest: 

That the third Section be struck out, and that the fourth be numbered III. 


Government House, 
5th March, 1867. 
A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 18. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled An Ordinance to assimilate the general 
application of English Law: 

That the third Section be struck out, and that the fourth be numbered III. 


Government House, 
5th March, 1867. 

On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council went into a Com- 
mittee of the whole to consider the amendments proposed by His Excellency 
to the Interest Bill, and to the English Law Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
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The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, that His Excellency the Governor be acquainted that the Council 
have agreed to the amendment made by His Excellency to the Bill entitled an 
Ordinance to Declare the Law relating to Interest. 

Resolved, that His Excellency the Governor be acquainted that the Council 
have agreed to the amendment made by His Excellency to the Bill entitled an 
Ordinance to assimilate the general application of English Law. 

The Resolutions having been put were carried unanimously. 


The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, in 
reference to confederation, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the same till Friday next. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order to the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Stamp 

seconding, the following Resolution: 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency recommending that 
Flour manufactured from grain grown in the Colony should be allowed to pass 
over the Public Roads Free of Toll. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 9. 
So it passed in the affirmative, and it was Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. Stamp, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the same till to-morrow. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, the following Resolution: 

That in the opinion of the Council the Common School System at present 
in force in Vancouver Island is a great boon to a large number of the Inhabi- 
tants, and ought to be maintained especially in such parts of the Colony in 
which the population may be concentrated. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Young seconding, 

That the Resolution be referred to a Select Committee, in order that the 
whole subject of Education may be more fully discussed, 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having been prolonged for a considerable 
time, 

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, 

The debate was adjourned till Friday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into adjourned Committee 
of Supply. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
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The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the discussion of the Esti- 
mates to have terminated, and handed in the following Resolutions which were 
severally put and carried as follows: 

Resolved, That the Council recommend that the sum of Seven hundred and 
one thousand five hundred and ten dollars and eighty cents be voted for the 
service of the year, 1867. 

Resolved, That the head office of the Postal Department be established at 
Victoria. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Council the Supreme Court of Civil 
Justice should not be removed from Vancouver Island, and that a Court of 
Appeal should be established by the appointment of another Judge. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to consider the advisability of 
removing prisoners to Victoria, strictly in view of economy. 

Resolved, That this Council is of opinion that however useful the Assay De- 
partment may be to the Colony at large, yet in the present state of the Colonial 
Exchequer it must be dispensed with unless it can be made self-supporting. 

The Council holding this opinion, have nevertheless voted the sum of money 
placed upon the Estimates for the Department, but solely with the object of 
enabling His Excellency the Governor to make it self-supporting, either by 
removal in part or altogether to some other place in the Colony, or by arrange- 
ment with the Banks. If however it be found that it cannot be made self- 
supporting, that His Excellency take steps at once to abolish the Department, 
so that no further sum of money be asked at any future time either by way of 
compensation or otherwise. 

Resolved, that the Governor be respectfully requested to increase the salary 
of the Constable at Quesnel by $200. 

Resolved, That the Council recommends that another Constable should be 
sent to the Columbia District, and that the salary of the Chief Constable be 
increased so as to become equal to the same appointment in Cariboo. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Council the sum set down in the Esti- 
mates for Hospitals is inadequate, and His Excellency the Governor is hereby 
empowered to increase it to a sum not exceeding Eleven thousand dollars. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to take 
such steps as may by him be deemed advisable to effect a reduction in the 
salaries provided under the Crown Salaries Acts, as in the opinion of this 
Council the present depressed state of the finances of the Colony calls for the 
strictest economy compatible with the efficiency of the public service, and the 
Council therefore respectfully beg to recommend the following sums instead of 
those already provided by law for the following offices: 


His Excellency the Governor == from $19,400 to $14,550 
The ColonialtSecretan yg ma eeee tes ee oe 3,880 3,000 
Phe cE Peas ¢ tgeten ee ee omen oo 2 3,637 nil. 
The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works. 3,880 3,000 
‘The Collector of Customise: mete te 3.152 3,000 
$33,949 $23,550 
SO UaN cle FCCC EIO (1) it cee eee ee eee 10,399 


in the annual expenditure. 
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And the Council further respectfully recommends that a change be immedi- 
ately made in the Registrar General’s office, so as to dispose of one of the 
Registrars General. 

Resolved, That the Council recommend that the arrears for Education for 
August, 1866, to March, 1867, in Vancouver Island be paid. 

Resolved, That the Report!* and other papers of the Select Committee on the 
Postal Service be referred to the Executive, and that $25,000 be recommended 
for Internal Postal Service for twelve months, which limit of term is considered 
for the present advisable. 

Resolved, That the Council recommend that a sum of $3,000 be put on the 
Estimates for conveyance of Mails to the Big Bend and Kootenay. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $500 a month, be placed at the disposal 
of the Government for Mail Service with San Francisco by Steamer. 


On the Order of the day being read for Committee of Ways and Means, 
Ordered that the same do stand first on the Order of the day for to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. Crease seconded, and it was 
Resolved, That the Report of the Select Committee on the Tariff be referred 
to the Governor. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved the adjournment till 1 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch in amendment till 3 o’clock to-morrow. 
On the amendment being put it was carried, and the Council accordingly 
adjourned till 3 o’clock, p.m., to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 6th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Ball, 
Sanders, Franklyn, Cox, Stamp, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, Smith, 
Walkem, Helmcken, Macdonald, Hamley, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 19. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled An Ordinance to assimilate and amend the 
Law prohibiting the sale or gift of Intoxicating Liquor to Indians: 

That after Section X. the following clauses be added: 

XI. No ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel, shall be allowed to clear from any 
Port in the said Colony without a clearance paper or permit, which may be in the 
form in the Schedule hereto marked 1, wherein the quantities and qualities of the 
fermented, spirituous, or intoxicating liquor on board shall be noted, together with 
the destination or purpose for which such fermented, spirituous, or intoxicating 
liquors shall be intended, and every Officer of Customs of the said Colony is hereby 
required to give such clearance paper or permit, and the Master of every outgoing 
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ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel leaving any Port or place in the said Colony, may 
be required by any Officer of Customs at any Port in the said Colony to give to such 
Officer of Customs a Shipping Bill which may be in the form marked 2 in the said 
Schedule, and which shall contain the particulars indicated therein or required 
thereby, and sign a declaration at the foot of such Shipping Bill, certifying to the 
truth of such particulars, which said declaration may be in the form in the said 
Form 2 above specified, and may further be required to give to such Officer of 
Customs a bond, note, or security, with one sufficient surety, in the sum of not more 
than $1,000, that the fermented, spirituous, or intoxicating liquors mentioned in such 
Shipping Bill shall be duly landed at their destination respectively, or consumed on 
board, or otherwise duly accounted for to the satisfaction of the Governor of the 
Colony. 

XII. Every Master of any ship, boat, or canoe making any false Declaration 
of any matter required by this Ordinance to be declared, shall be guilty of a 
Misdemeanor, and on conviction, shall be liable to the punishment incurred on the 
commission of Perjury. 

That the present XI Section be numbered XIII, the present Section XII to be 
XIV, and the present XIII Section be struck out. 

The Governor further recommends that the following Schedule be appended to 
the Bill. 


Government House, 
6th March, 1867. 








SCHEDULE. 
ForM 1. 
Name and description] Whether British or Masters Destination of Liquors. Description 
of Ship, Boat, Canoe, |Foreign, if Foreign, Warn If for Ships use, No. of 
or other Vessel. the Country. state so. Liquor. 


The fermented, spirituous, or intoxicating liquors above described, are hereby 
permitted to be carried and borne to the destination and for the purposes above 
specified. 


(Signed. ) Name and description of Officer. 


(Station of Clearance) 
Dated this day of 186 


FORM 2. 
SHIPPING BILL FOR FERMENTED, SPIRITUOUS, OR INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


Name and description] Whether British or 


Masters Port or place of Description 
of Ship, Boat, Canoe, |Foreign, if Foreign, Wane destination. If for No. of 
or other Vessel. the Country. Ships use, state so. Liquor. 





I declare the entries in this Bill to be correctly made. 


Signed, 
Master of the above Ship. 
(Station of Clearance) (Countersigned ). 
Dated this day of 186 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 20. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the Bill entitled An Ordinance for the regulation of Ferries and 
Bridges. 


Government House, 
6th March, 1867. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 
Message No. 21. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the undermentioned Bills, respectively: 

An Ordinance to declare the Law relating to Interest; 

An Ordinance to assimilate the general application of English Law. 


Government House, 
6th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 22. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Petition addressed to him 
in Council by certain Merchants and others, residents in Cariboo, praying for an 
alteration of the Law affecting Debtor and Creditor. 15 


Government House, 
6th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 23. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council on the 
22nd ultimo., the Governor forwards a Return of the amount of Fines and 
Seizures in the Customs Department, from 1860 to 1866, inclusive, stating how 
appropriated. 16 


Government House, 
6th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 24. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council, that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled, An Ordinance to provide for the rights 
of Barristers-at-Law, Attorneys, Notaries Public, and Articled Clerks of the late 
Colony of Vancouver Island; 

In lieu of the words in the title of the Ordinance “to provide for the rights of” 
the insertion of the words “making provision for.” 

Also in line 1 of the first and second recitals, substitute the words “to make 
provision for” in lieu of the words “that the rights of.” 

He would further wish that the words “should be declared” and “should like- 
wise be declared” be struck out. 

As an additional amendment, the Governor recommends that in line 5 of the 
I. and II. Clauses, the words “at the said date and not earlier” be substituted for 
the word “then.” 


Government House, 
6th March, 1867. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Walkem, the Council went into Committee of the 
whole to consider the amendments proposed by His Excellency to the above 
Bill. 


The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 


15 [hid., p. xiv. 
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The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution 
for the adoption of the Council, which being put was carried, and it was 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be acquainted that the Council 
have agreed to the amendments made by His Excellency to “An Ordinance to 
provide for the rights of Barristers-at-Law, Attorneys, Notaries Public, and 
Articled Clerks of the late Colony of Vancouver Island.” 


The Hon. Mr. Smith gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Ways and 

Means. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Homestead Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, 
Ordered that the second reading of the said Bill be postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked leave to bring in 
Legal Professions Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member accordingly presented the said Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Stamp moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, the following Resolution: 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, recommending 
that all Provisions used at such Saw Mills in British Columbia as come into 
competition with establishments of the same kind in Puget Sound, be exempt 
from paying duty, viz:—Hay, Barley, Ground Barley, Flour, Rice, Beans, 
Butter, Lard, Sugar, Tea, Coffee, Molasses, Dried Apples, Salt Beef, Pork, and 
Bacon. Also that such Material as is necessary for the repairs and bona fide 
working of the same Saw Mills, such as Iron, Steel, Brass, Lead, Babbit Metal, 
Copper, Leather and India Rubber Belts, Fire Bricks, Lime, Blacksmith’s 
Coal, Oil, Tallow, Saw Files, and Manufactured Machinery, be admitted duty 
free. 

Whereupon a debate arose. 

After which, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, 

Ordered that the consideration of the question be adjourned till Tuesday 
next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Macdonald seconded, and it was Resolved, 
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That a respectful address be presented to the Governor acquainting His 
Excellency, that this Council is of opinion that the present Admiralty Practice 
is too tedious and expensive for this Colony, and it is therefore moved that His 
Excellency the Governor be requested to take such steps as will ensure the 
adoption of the Admiralty Practice followed in England, as suggested during 
the last Session of this Council, and the Fees now taken by a Judge in Admiralty 
be paid into the Treasury for the use of Her Majesty. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 

Postal Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 2 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 7th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Ball, Franklyn, Walkem, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Macdonald, Stamp, 
Barnard, Robson, Smith, Sanders. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Ways and 

Means. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 25. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the Bill entitled “An Ordinance making provision for Barristers- 
at-Law, Attorneys, Notaries Public, and Articled Clerks of the late Colony of 
Vancouver Island.” 


Government House, 
7th March, 1867. 
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The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved the adjournment till 1 to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson, in amendment, till 3 to-morrow. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 7. 
The Presiding Member giving his vote with the noes, the amendment was 
lost. 
The Council then adjourned till 1 o’clock, p.m., to-morrow. 








Friday, the Sth day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Franklyn, Brew, 
Sanders, O’Reilly, Ball, Southgate, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Robson, Smith, 
Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, Helmcken, Hamley. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 26. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution of the Legislative Council, passed on the 
4th of February, the Governor forwards a Bill entitled An Ordinance to Establish 
a Standard of Weights and Measures. 

The Governor leaves this as an entirely open measure to be dealt with by the 
Council. 


Government House, 
8th March, 1867. 
On the Order of the day being read for a motion by the Hon. Mr. Walkem. 
Ordered that the same be deferred till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Ways and 

Means. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the adjourned debate on the Resolution of 
the Hon. Mr. Macdonald, for continuing the Free School system in Vancouver 
Island, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Southgate seconding, the 
following Resolution: 

That the present Common School system be continued on Vancouver Island 
until such time as another system of a more general character be adopted to 
meet the requirements of the whole Colony. 
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The Hon. Mr. Crease moved that the question be considered in Committee 
of the whole. 
On the amendment being put it was lost. 
On the Hon. Mr. Helmcken’s motion being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 12, 
On a request being made to that effect, the names were taken down by the 
Clerk as follows: 


Ayes. Noes. 
Messrs. Wood, Messrs. Birch, 
Smith, Ball, 
DeCosmos, Crease, 
Helmcken, Young, 
Pemberton, Trutch, 
Stamp, Cox, 
Southgate, Franklyn, 
Macdonald. Sanders, 
O'Reilly, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Hamley. 
The previous amendment of the Hon. Mr. Robson was then put and carried, 


and it was 

Resolved, That the original Resolution be referred to a Select Committee, in 
order that the whole subject of Education may be more fully discussed. 

The Presiding Member appointed the following Hon. gentlemen to form the 
said Committee: Messrs. Crease, Young, Wood, Macdonald, Robson, 
DeCosmos, Barnard. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 27. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council, a Bill entitled An Ordinance 
to appropriate Five hundred and sixty six thousand, six hundred and fifty-eight 
dollars, thirty cents, out of the General Revenue of the Colony, for the Contingent 
Service of the year 1867. 


Government House, 
8th March, 1867. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Bill read the first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Lien Law Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Robson asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Bill withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole to 
consider the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ motion in reference to Confederation. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
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The Hon. Mr. Brew in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for this day week. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved the adjournment till 3 o’clock, on Monday. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, 1 o’clock to-morrow. 
The amendment having been put and carried, 
The Council adjourned accordingly till 1 o’clock, p.m. to-morrow. 


Saturday, the 9th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Trutch, Young, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Cox, 
Sanders, Franklyn, Pemberton, Stamp, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Walkem, Robson, Barnard, Smith, Wood. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise 


the Acts mentioned in Schedule B of the Assimilation Bill, brought in a further 
report, viz: 

The Marriage Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and that the Bill be read first time at 
once. 

Bill read first time accordingly. 

Second reading ordered for Monday next. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council went into a Committee of the 


whole to consider the amendments proposed by His Excellency, in Message 
No. 19, to the Indian Liquor Bill. 


The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Tuesday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. Walkem’s motion for the 
papers connected with the grant to the Grouse Creek Bed-Rock Flume 
Company, 

The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and handed in a Schedule which had been prepared 
for the Trades Licenses Bill with certain recommendations, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee be adopted, and that leave be 
granted to sit again on Tuesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Weights and Measures Bill was read second 

time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete with 
amendments. 

Ordered to be read third time on Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Bill of Supply was read the second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete without 
amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Trades Licenses Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Homestead Bill was read the second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the order of the day, the Gold Fields Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Thursday next. 


Then, on motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, p.m., 
on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 11th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Brew, Wood, Young, 
Sanders, Ball, Cox, Franklyn, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, 
Smith, Walkem, O’Reilly, Pemberton, Stamp, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Weights and Measures Bill was read the third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do now pass, and that its title be the 
“Weights and Measures Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Bill of Supply was read the third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be An Ordinance to appropri- 
ate the sum of Five Hundred and Sixty-Six Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty- 
Eight Dollars and Thirty Cents out of the General Revenue of the Colony for 
the Contingent Service of the year 1867. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 

whole on the Trades Licenses Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete with 
certain amendments. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Bill be recommitted. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 9, Noes 11. 


On a request being made to that effect, the names were taken down by the 
Clerk as follows: 


Ayes. Noes. 
Messrs. Barnard, Messrs. Ball, 
Smith, Wood, 
DeCosmos, Crease, 
Helmcken, Young, 
Pemberton, Trutch, 
Stamp, Franklyn, 
Southgate, Sanders, 
Walkem, O'Reilly, 
Cox. Brew, 
Robson, 
Hamley. 


So the motion was lost. 
Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 28. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled An Ordinance to provide for the taking of 
Oaths and admission of Evidence in certain cases: 


1. That the word “solemn” be inserted in the 13th line of the V. Section, or 
else expunged from the Ist line of the IX. Section. 


2. That the X. Section be struck out as being inconsistent with the I. Section. 
3. That the XI. Section be struck out. 


Government House, 
11th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows; 


Message No. 29. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has carefully considered the Report of the Select Committee of 
the Legislative Council, which was forwarded to him on the 6th instant. 


He now returns it with some small alterations, which he recommends to the 
favourable consideration of the Legislative Council. 


Government House, 
11th March, 1867. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Homestead Bill, 
Ordered that the said Bill be referred to the Select Committee for assimilating 
the Laws of the Colonies. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council went into Committee of the 

whole to consider the alterations proposed by His Excellency, in Message No. 
28, to the Oaths and Evidence Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Wednesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole, on the Postal Bill. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time on Wednesday. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Council went into Committee of the 
whole to consider the abolition of the Road Tolls. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution 
for the adoption of the Council: 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 4TH SESSION 63 


That the Council earnestly recommend His Excellency the Governor to 
abolish the Road Tolls in whole or in part during the present fiscal year, pro- 
vided that the receipts of Revenue should warrant the Executive in making 
such reduction. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and it was ordered 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till to-morrow 
the 12th instant, at 3 o’clock, p.m. 


Tuesday, the 12th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, O’Reilly, Hamley, Brew, 
Wood, Sanders, Ball, Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, Southgate, Helmcken, Smith, 
Robson, Barnard, Franklyn. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the adjourned debate on the Hon. Mr. 
Stamp’s motion for remission of Custom Duties on articles used by certain Saw- 
mills was resumed. 

After some discussion, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, 
Ordered that the debate be further adjourned for one week. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 30. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council on the 
26th February, the Governor forwards a Return of the Receipts and Expenditure 
of the Steamer “Sir James Douglas,” in the year 1866.17 


Government House, 
12th March, 1867. 


Ordered that the same be printed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved a Resolution in 
reference to the appropriation of Fines and Fees of Office. 
After some discussion, the Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, the following Resolution: 
That His Excellency be respectfully requested to furnish the Council with an 
approximate statement of the particulars of the Public Debt of Vancouver 
Island and the Mainland respectively at the time of Union. 


17 Jbid., p. xv. 
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On the question being put it was Resolved in the affirmative and Ordered 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Trades Licenses Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Licenses 
Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Ways 

and Means. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in a Schedule prepared for 
the Customs Tariff for adoption by the Council, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that leave be granted to the Com- 
mittee to sit again on Friday. 


The Hon. Mr. Barnard asked that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him 
to place a motion on the Order Book. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member then gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, 
p.m. to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 13th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Ball, 
Sanders, Franklyn, Cox, Stamp, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, Smith, 
Barnard, Pemberton, Helmcken, Hamley, Brew. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Postal Bill was read the third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title be the “Postal Ordinance, 
1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Marriages Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole to 
consider the alterations proposed in His Excellency’s Message, No. 28, to the 
Oaths and Evidence Bill. 


The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Cox in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 


The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Governor be acquainted that the Council have agreed to 
the amendments proposed by His Excellency to the Bill entitled An Ordinance 
to provide for the taking of Oaths and admission of Evidence in certain cases. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Medical Bill, 


Ordered that the same be referred to a Select Committee, consisting of the 
Hon. the Solicitor General, the Hon. Messrs. Young, Helmcken, Robson. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard moved, the Hon. Mr. Smith 
seconding, the following Resolution: 


That in the opinion of this Council it is expedient that Hay, Barley, and 
Oats used as feed by Teamsters and Packers on the roads, be exempt from Road 
Tolls, and that His Excellency be respectfully requested to abolish the same. 


On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 10. 


So it passed in the negative. 


On the Order of the day being read for the adjourned debate on the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos’ motion, in reference to the proposed alterations to the Constitution 
of the Council, 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, 


Ordered that the same be postponed till after the discussion of the Confed- 
eration question. 


The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the 
Acts mentioned in Schedule B of the Assimilation of Laws Bill, brought in a 
further Report, viz : the Currency Bill and the Homestead Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 

Ordered that the Currency Bill be now read first time. 

Bill read the first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 

Ordered that the Homestead Bill be committed to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council adjourned till 3 p.m., 
to-morrow. 
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Thursday, the 14th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Hamley, Brew, Franklyn, Walkem, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Stamp, 
Pemberton, Robson, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Marriage Bill, 

Ordered that the same be recommitted. 

The Council went again into Committee on the Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill to have been 
amended by striking out a Clause. 

On the question of the adoption of the Report of the Committee being put 
the Council divided. 

Ayes 11, Noes 6. 

So it was Resolved in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly. 

On the question of the third reading of the said Bill being put, the Hon. the 
Attorney General moved that the Bill be again recommitted. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 7, Noes 10. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Ordered that the said Bill be now read third time. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved, that this Bill do pass 
and its title be the “Marriages Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Legal Professions 
Bill, 
Ordered that the second reading be deferred for two sittings of the Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, and it was 
Resolved, That the following Acts now in force in Vancouver Island be re- 
ferred to the Assimilation Committee, with a view to their extension to the 
whole Colony, viz: “The Vancouver Island Jury Act, 1865,” the “Limitation of 
Foreign Actions Act, 1860,” and the “Extension of Limitation of Foreign 
Actions Act, 1861.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole on 
the Gold Fields Bill. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
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The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Ordered that the same be taken as an Order of the day further on. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole to consider the amendments proposed by His Excellency, in Message 
No. 19, to the Indian Liquor Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolutions 
which were adopted by the Council: 

Resolved, That the Council having taken into their most careful consideration 
the amendments to the Indian Liquor Bill proposed by His Excellency the 
Governor, in his Message No. 19, of the 6th March, 1867, is of opinion that 
if the provisions contained in the Clause proposed by His Excellency as 
Clause XI were carried out in their entirety a serious injury to legitimate traffic 
might be inflicted, and the commerce of the Colony greatly injured; and as it 
is evident that the object of the proposed Clause is only to provide an additional 
impediment to the illicit sale of Spirits to the Indians, the Council would respect- 
fully recommend to His Excellency that the annexed Clause, with the Schedule, 
should be added to the Bill as Clause XI. in place of the Clause and Schedule 
suggested by His Excellency: 


XI. No ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel having fermented, spirituous, or 
intoxicating liquor on board, shall leave any port in the Colony of British 
Columbia for any part of the Coast of the said Colony, or for any port or 
place on the Coast of Russian America, or to the northward thereof, without 
the Master of such ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel, making a declaration in 
the form marked 1 in the Schedule to this Ordinance, setting forth the quan- 
tities, description, and destination of such liquor as aforesaid as may be on 
board, and obtaining from the Officer of Customs at the port of departure a 
Permit to carry such liquors, which Permit may be in the form marked 2 in the 
said Schedule; provided always that all vessels over one hundred tons register, 
and all steam vessels engaged in carrying passengers, shall be exempt from the 
operation of this Section of this Ordinance; and provided further that it shall 
be lawful for the Officer of Customs, at the port of departure, to exempt any 
vessel from the operation of this Section of this Ordinance, whenever the cir- 
cumstances shall be such as, in the opinion of such Officer, to render such 
exemption expedient and desirable.” 

The Council would further recommend that as Section XIII. has, in accord- 
ance with his Excellency’s suggestion, been struck out, new Clauses to provide 
for the proper interpretation of the Ordinance should be added to make the 
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Name and description] Whether British or 
of ship, boat, canoe, |Foreign, if Foreign the 
or other vessel. Country. 


Name and description} Whether British or 
of ship, boat, canoe, |Foreign, if Foreign the 
or other vessel. Country. destination. on board. use. 
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Bill complete, and the Council has in consequence considered and passed the 
two Clauses also annexed, and marked XVI. and XVII. 


XVI. In case of any summary conviction under this Ordinance, no warrant 
of commitment upon a conviction shall be held to be invalid by reason of any 
defect therein, if it be therein alleged that there be a good and valid conviction 
to sustain the same. 


XVII. In the construction of this Ordinance, the word “Governor” shall be 
held to mean the Governor of this Colony, or other Officer administering the 
Government of this Colony for the time being; and whenever in this Ordinance 
in describing or referring to any person or party, matter or thing, any word 
importing the masculine gender or singular number is used, the same shall be 
understood to include and be applicable to several persons or parties as well as 
one person or party, and females as well as males, and bodies corporate as well 
as individuals, and several matters and things as well as one matter or thing, 
unless it otherwise be provided, or there be something in the subject or context 
repugnant to such construction. 


SCHEDULE. 


Form 1. 
SHIPPING BILL FOR FERMENTED, SPIRITUOUS, OR INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


Port or Quantity and des- |To whom consign- 
place of |cription of Liquors] ed, or if for ship’s 
destination. on board. use. 


— —————— |§ — |__| 


Master’s 
Name 


I declare the entries in this Bill to be correctly made. 
' Signed, 
Master of the above Ship. 
(Station of Clearance.) 
Dated this day of 186 


Form 2. 
PERMIT TO CARRY FERMENTED, SPIRITUOUS, OR INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


Port or | Quantity and des- |To whom consign- 


Master’s place of | cription of Liquor | ed, or if for ship’s 


Name 


The Fermented, Spirituous, or intoxicating Liquors above described, are hereby 
permitted to be carried and borne to the destinations and for the purposes above 
specified. 

Signed, (Name and description of Officer.) 
(Station of Clearance.) 
Dated this day of 186 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 


on the Homestead Bill. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
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The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete with 
some amendment. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Standing Orders were sus- 
pended to enable him to introduce the following Bills: 
Customs Tariff Bill. 

Ordered to be read first time at once. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Second reading ordered for Monday next; 
Real Estate Repeal Bill. 

Ordered to be read first time at once. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time on Monday next; 
Harbour Dues Bill. 

Ordered to be read first time at once. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time on Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council adjourned till 11 o’clock, 
a.m., to-morrow. 


Friday, the 15th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, a.m., pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Hamley, Brew, 
Cox, Ball, O’Reilly, Sanders, Franklyn, Pemberton, Southgate, DeCosmos, 
Stamp, Walkem, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 

on the Gold Fields Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported considerable progress made 
with the Bill and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 31. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the Bill entitled 
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An Ordinance for the taking of Oaths and admission of Evidence in certain 
cases. 


Government House, 
15th March, 1867. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Homestead Bill was read the third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do now pass, and that its title be the “Home- 
stead Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconded, and it was 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
cause to be prepared and introduced an Ordinance respecting Fences, with the 
following provisions: 

To empower the Governor to establish Fence Districts in any part of the 
Colony on receiving a petition from two-thirds of the freeholders and pre- 
emptors of any proposed District, provided that the whole number of freehold- 
ers and pre-emptors of such District shall not be less than fifteen, such petition 
to define what a legal fence shall be for such District, but the definition of such 
legal fence shall be subject to amendment by the Governor in Council; Fence 
viewers to be appointed annually by the Governor, with power to settle dis- 
putes respecting fences; owners of lands that join each other in every such 
district or on the boundary line of such District to be liable respectively to 
make and keep in repair, at their own expense, their respective proportionate 
share of each boundary or party fence; no person in any such District to be 
entitled to compensation for loss of any cereals or vegetables by reason of 
their destruction by horses, cattle, hogs, or sheep belonging to some other 
person, if such person claiming compensation shall not have had his cereals 
and vegetables surrounded by such legal fence; other provisions necessary to 
make such Ordinance operative. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 

DeCosmos seconding, the following Resolution: 

That in the opinion of this Council it is advisable that the Chief Custom 
House Department should be at Victoria, where the greatest amount of Rey- 
enue in the shape of Duties is received. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 11, Noes 8. 
So it was Resolved in the affirmative. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Southgate seconding, and it was 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this Council, Wheat of foreign growth 
should be admitted free of duty, if for the purpose of being ground into flour 
for exportation or for the use of Her Majesty’s forces, and that His Excellency 
be respectfully requested to take such steps as may be deemed expedient and 
necessary for obtaining this object. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Ordered that the same do stand as an Order of the day for Monday. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Currency Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till Monday, 
at 11 o’clock, a.m. 


Monday, the 18th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Brew, Wood, Young, 
Sanders, Ball, Cox, Franklyn, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, 
Smith, Walkem, Pemberton, Macdonald. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from G. Booth. 
Ordered that the same be received. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented a Petition from certain Merchants of Victoria. 
Ordered that the same be received. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson presented a Petition from certain Solicitors in Victoria. 
Ordered that the same be received. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 

whole on the Currency Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Gold Fields Bill. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Franklyn in the Chair of the Committee. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 
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The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read the third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the adjourned Committee of Ways and 
Means, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Customs Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the same be read the 
second time to-morrow. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 7, Noes 10. 

So the amendment was lost, and the Bill was read the second time. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball moved that the said Bill be now committed. 

On motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the “Customs Declaratory Bill” 
was read second time. 

Ordered to be Committed to-morrow. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the Bill be committed 
to-morrow. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 6, Noes 11. 

So the amendment was lost. 

And the original question having being put and carried, 

The Council went into Committee of the whole on the said Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rosé and the Chairman reported that no progress had been 
made with the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Harbour Dues Bill was read the second time. 
The Hon. the Collector of Customs moved that the Bill be committed at once. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the Bill be committed 
to-morrow. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 6, Noes 11. 

So it passed in the negative, and it was Ordered that the Bill be committed 
at once. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in Mortgages Bill. 
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Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Real Estate Tax 
Repeal Bill, 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 
to consider the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ motion in respect to taking steps to 
include British Columbia in the British North American Confederation. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Brew in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman handed in the following Resolution, 
which having been put to the Council was carried unanimously, and it was 

Resolved, That this Council is of opinion that at this juncture of affairs in 
British North America, East of the Rocky Mountains, it is very desirable that 
His Excellency be respectfully requested to take such steps, without delay, as 
may be deemed by him best adapted to insure the admission of British Columbia 
into the Confederation on fair and equitable terms, this Council being confident 
that in advising this step they are expressing the views of the Colonists generally. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till to-morrow 
the 19th instant, at 3 o’clock, p.m. 


Tuesday, the 19th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, O’Reilly, Hamley, Brew, 
Wood, Sanders, Ball, Cox, Pemberton, Southgate, Helmcken, Smith, Robson, 
Franklyn, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Walkem. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 32. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor, having had his attention recalled to the Report of the Committee 
of Supply of the Legislative Council respecting the Crown Salaries Act of 1863, 
hereby forwards a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to repeal a Proclamation, No. 12, of 
the year 1863, entitled ‘Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.’ ” 

The Governor has directed ail Public Officers to abstain from giving a vote 
upon the Measure, which he leaves an open one for the decision of the Honorable 
Members appointed on the recommendation of the people, and of those also who 
have no pecuniary connection with the Government. 


Government House, 
19th March, 1867. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 33. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the undermentioned Bills, respectively: 

An Ordinance for the protection of Inventions; 

An Ordinance to establish a standard of Weights and Measures; 

An Ordinance to appropriate the sum of Five Hundred and Sixty-six Thousand, 
Six hundred and Fifty-eight Dollars and Thirty Cents, out of the General Revenue 
of the Colony, for the contingent service of the year 1867. 


Government House, 
19th March, 1867. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos spoke to a question of privilege, in reference to certain 
words which fell from him in a discussion yesterday on the Customs Dues. 


On the Order of the day being read for the adjourned consideration of the Hon. Mr. 
Stamp’s motion in regard to certain Saw Mills, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till Friday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked the following 
question of the Hon. the Colonial Secretary: Whether the Executive intends 
continuing the Collection of Customs Duties upon goods imported into Van- 
couver Island previous to the Union with British Columbia, and if so for how 
long a period, and under which Tariff? 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Macdonald seconding, the following Resolution: 

That this Council is prepared and would gladly receive the promised Mes- 
sage of His Excellency the Governor, upon the subject of the Seat of 
Government of British Columbia. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 12, Noes 5. 


So it was Resolved in the affirmative and Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Walkem seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, ask- 
ing for Returns shewing how the public money voted for Schools on Vancouver 
Island, during the past three years, has been expended. 

The same having been put and carried it was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Gold Fields Bill was read the third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Gold Mining 
Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into adjourned Committee 
on the Customs Tariff Bill. 
The Presiding Member left the Chair. 
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The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again, presently. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council went into Committee of the 

whole on the Customs Application Bill. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

The Presiding Member resumed the Chair. 

The Committee rose and the Chairman reported the Bill complete. 

Ordered to be read third time at once. 

Bill read third time, the Standing Orders having been suspended for that 
purpose, 

And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the “Customs 
Declaratory Ordinance, 1867.” 


According to Order, the Council went again into Committee on the Customs Tariff 

Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 

Ordered to be read third time at once. 

Bill read third time accordingly, the Standing Orders having been suspended 
for that purpose, 

And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Customs Or- 
dinance, 1867.” 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Standing Orders were sus- 
pended in order to enable the Hon. Member to place a notice of motion on the 
Order Book. 

Notice of motion given accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that leave be granted to sit again 
to-morrow. 


The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the 
Acts mentioned in Schedule B of the Assimilation of Laws Bill, brought in 
a further Report, which was read as follows: 


The Committee of Assimilation beg to report that they have had under con- 
sideration the “Vancouver Island Jury Act, 1865,” but they find considerable 
difficulty in dealing with this Act without dealing with the subject of Juries gen- 
erally. The Jury Law of British Columbia is materially different from that of 
Vancouver Island. In British Columbia the old law of England prevails, 
except as limited by the “British Columbia Jurors’ Act, 1860.” In Vancouver 
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Island eight jurors are by the rules of the Supreme Court a full jury, and the 
verdict of a jury need not be unanimous in civil cases. 

The subject requires fuller consideration than your Committee are able at 
the end of the Session to give it, as it forms part of the procedure of the 
Supreme Court and the general administration of Justice. 

They have further considered the Vancouver Island Acts for the Limitation 
of Foreign Actions and Suits, and have prepared a Bill to carry out their pro- 
visions in all parts of the Colony, but as such a Bill is precisely similar in effect 
to “The Limitation of Foreign Actions Ordinance, 1867,” which has been dis- 
allowed, and is in violation of the views entertained by the best jurists of Eng- 
land and America, we conceive that the only way of dealing with the subject 
in order to assimilate the law, would be a simple enactment repealing the ex- 
isting Acts of Vancouver Island on the subject. 

Ordered that the Report be received, and do lie on the table. 


The Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, from the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up a Land Bill, brought in a Report. 
Ordered that the same be received, printed, and considered on Thursday 
next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
p-m., to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 20th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Ball, Crease, Trutch, Wood, O’Reilly, Hamley, 
Sanders, Franklyn, Cox, Brew, Pemberton, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, 
Helmcken, Macdonald, Walkem, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Smith gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, and it was 
Resolved, That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that the sum of $3,000 be granted for the purpose of liquidating the 
debt of the Royal Hospital, such debts having been incurred upon the belief 
that the sum would as usual have been paid by the Government of Vancouver 
Island. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, re- 

commending that a premium of $5,000 be offered for the first Quartz Crushing 
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Mill erected and put into operation in the Shuswap country, capable of crush- 
ing twenty-five tons of Quartz in twenty-four hours. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 6, Noes 9. 


Four Hon. Members not having voted they were counted in the affirmative, 
so the division was counted as follows: 


Ayes 10, Noes 9. 
So the motion was carried and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in Vancouver Island Road Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Legal Professions Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Currency Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read third time. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be the “Currency Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, handed in for adoption a Schedule for the Harbour Dues 
Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee be adopted, and that leave be 
granted to sit again on Friday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 

whole on the Harbour Dues Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 

On the question of the adoption of the Report of the Committee being put, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the Bill be recom- 
mitted. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 7, Noes 11. 


So the amendment was lost, and it was Ordered that the Report of the Com- 
mittee be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, 
Ordered, that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable the Hon. Member 
to introduce two Bills. 
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Standing Orders having been suspended accordingly, the Hon. Member 
introduced the Pilotage Bill, and the Harbour Regulations Bill. 

Ordered that the said Bills be read first time at once. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered that the said Bills be read second time on Friday. 


The Hon. the Attorney General, from the Select Committee appointed to revise the 
Victoria Incorporation Bill, brought up an amended Bill. 
Ordered that the same be considered in Committee of the whole on Friday 
next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 p.m., 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 21st day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Hamley, Brew, Franklyn, Ball, Walkem, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Pemberton, Robson, Smith, Macdonald. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Ball 
seconding, and it was Resolved, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that the sum of $1,370.15 be granted out of the General Revenue of 
the Colony for the purpose of liquidating the debts of the Royal Columbia 
Hospital. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Smith moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, 
That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor praying that 
Barley imported into the Colony for brewing purposes may be allowed to come 
in duty free. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 4, Noes 13. 


So the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Solicitor General asked leave to 
introduce Exchequer Debenture Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the said Bill now be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that the said Bill be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Harbour Dues Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the said Bill be now recommitted. 

On the question being put whether the Standing Orders be suspended, the 
Council divided. 

Ayes 3, Noes 14. 

So the amendment was lost, and it was Ordered that the Bill be now read 
third time. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and that its title be the “Shipping Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Mortgages Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Victoria Real 
Estate Tax Repeal Bill, 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconding, the 
following Resolution: 

That the second reading of the Vancouver Island Real Estate Tax Repeal 
Bill, 1867, be postponed until the purchasers of Lands at Tax Sales, under the 
“Real Estate Tax Amendment Act, 1862,” shall have had due and ample notice 
of the provisions of the said Bill; and that a respectful address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor asking that the provisions of the said Bill, in sub- 
stance so far as they may concern the purchasers of Land at Tax Sales, be 
telegraphed to Victoria and published in both the daily papers for one week, 
with a request that all purchasers of Lands at such Sales may represent to the 
Government whether the said provisions of the said Bill meet with their con- 
currence, and if not to forward forthwith their objections to the same; and that 
His Excellency be further asked to lay before the Council a Return of the 
numbers of the Lots or Parcels of Land sold at Tax Sales and still unredeemed 
from the purchasers, the names of the delinquent tax-payers of the same, and 
the names of the purchasers of the said unredeemed Lots, together with the 
respective sums paid by such purchasers in respect of said unredeemed Lots. 


On the amendment being put, a debate arose which having terminated the 
Council divided. 


Ayes 3, Noes 14. 


So the amendment was lost and the original question having been put and 
carried, the Bill was read the second time. 


Ordered to be committed on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Report of the Select Committee appointed to 
enquire into the Land Laws was read aloud by the Clerk as follows: 
Your Select Committee appointed to enquire first what system should be 
adopted in the general disposal of the Crown Lands of the Colony as most 
conducive to its interests, and secondly to enquire into the respective merits of 
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the measures on the subject introduced and now before the Council, have the 
honor to report: 

That in their opinion the fee simple of the Crown Lands of the Colony should 
as soon as possible be vested in its Legislature, with a view to the adoption of 
a system of free grants to intending settlers. To such a disposition, the assent 
of Her Majesty’s Government is under the present law an absolute necessity, 
entailing a delay which, for obvious reasons, places the Colony at a great dis- 
advantage. In arriving at such a conclusion, your Committee believe that the 
system, if adopted, will not only tend to attract a settled population, but will 
invite the investment of capital, which our law at present has an inclination 
rather to forbid than to encourage. 

That our large tracts of agricultural land are rich in fertility is beyond all 
doubt, but with lands equally fertile in the adjoining Republic, some further 
inducement than is offered by nature ought, in the shape of free grants, to be 
presented to the vast tide of immigration annually flowing to the shores of this 
continent. 

The adoption of such a principle is not the less desirable from another point 
of view. The construction, which the contemplated Confederation may hasten, 
of a highway, followed by a no less possible line of Railway, across the continent 
through British Territory, has already occupied the attention of this as well as 
of the Eastern Section of British North America. The successful termination of 
such an enterprise is too obviously calculated to advance the material prosperity 
of the Colony to need comment. 

The Government should therefore be at once placed in a position which 
will enable it to foster the settlement of our lands and facilitate undertakings 
of such moment to the Colony. 

Your Committee therefore recommend that a respectful address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor, with a view to the attainment of objects so 
desirable. 

Pending the consent of the Home Government, your Committee do not con- 
sider it advisable to make any radical change in the Land system now in force 
in this Colony, but, having carefully reconstructed the “Land Ordinance, 1865,” 
and made certain amendments thereto, which will in their opinion render it 
more complete in practice, and form a clearer guide to intending Pre-emptors, 
they recommend this amended Bill for the adoption of the Council. 


(Signed), J. W. TRUTCH, Chairman. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 


Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 


p.m., to-morrow. 
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Friday, the 22nd day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Ball, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Hamley, Sanders, 
Franklyn, Brew, Pemberton, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, Macdonald, 
Helmcken, Stamp, Walkem, Young, Barnard. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read. 


On the question of their confirmation being put, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken handed in 
the annexed protest in reference to the third reading of the Shipping Or- 
dinance: 


We, the undersigned elected Members of the Legislative Council, desire to place 
on record our protest against the Sth Section of a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
respecting Harbour and Tonnage Dues, and to regulate the Licenses on the Vessels 
engaged in the Coasting and Inland Navigation trade. 

Sec. V. It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council at any time or times, 
should special circumstances make the granting of such privileges in his opinion 
desirable, hereafter to license and authorize any Foreign Bottoms to engage in the 
Coasting Trade or Inland Navigation of British Columbia.” 

1. Because we believe such Section to be contrary to Imperial Statute; 

2. Because, whilst it is the policy of the Government to encourage the various 
industries of the Country, this Clause will have exactly the contrary effect upon the 
Shipping interest; 

3. Because the very existence of such a Section is calculated to destroy con- 
fidence, and to interfere with and even prevent the investment of capital in either the 
building or owning of Colonial Vessels; 

4, Because, whilst it tends to depress the legitimate business of the British 
Colonist, it is calculated to raise the expectations of the Americans; 

5. Because it may be the means of diverting the Commerce of the Country, 
and of encouraging the growth of Commercial Towns in the neighbouring American 
Territory, to the great detriment of the Commercial City of the Colony. 


J. S. HELMCKEN, Victoria, (elected). 

W. J. MACDONALD, Mayor of Victoria, (nominated), 
Epwp. STAMP, Lillooet, (elected), 

J. D. PEMBERTON, District No. 2, (elected), 

A. DECosMos, Victoria, (elected). 


The Minutes were then confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 34. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Legislative Council, dated the 
18th instant, in favor of the admission of British Columbia with the proposed 
Confederation of the Eastern British Colonies of North America. 

He will place himself in communication on the subject with the Secretary of 
State, with Viscount Monck, Governor of Canada, and with Sir Edmund Head, 
Governor of the Hudson Bay Company. 


Government House, 
21st March, 1867. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in The Harewood Railway Extension Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in Excise Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion standing in the Hon. Mr. Smith’s 
name, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the adjourned consideration of the Hon. Mr. 
Stamp’s motion, in regard to the drawback of duties on articles used by certain 
Saw Mills, was resumed. 

The Hon. Mr. Stamp asked leave to withdraw his original motion. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

On the amendment of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken being put the Council di- 
vided. 

Ayes 13, Noes.5. 

So it was Resolved, 

That His Excellency be recommended to grant a sum not exceeding fifty 
cents per thousand feet upon all sawn lumber exported from the Colony. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Roads (V. I.) Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed until Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 
on the Legal Professions Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with some amendments. 
Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, handed in the Exchequer Debenture Bill, with the recom- 
mendation that it be read second time, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be read second time to- 
morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 11 a.m., 
to-morrow. 


Saturday, the 23rd day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Young, Wood, Sanders, Southgate, 
Robson, Helmcken, Franklyn, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Ball. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 
on the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported considerable progress made with the Bill, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 35. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the Bills entitled respectively: 


An Ordinance to assimilate and amend the Laws relating to Licenses and direct 
Taxes on Persons; 


An Ordinance to assimilate the Law exempting the Homestead and other 


property from forced seizure and sale in certain cases in all parts of the Colony of 
British Columbia. 


Government House, 
23rd March, 1867. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Legal Professions Bill was read third time, 


and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Legal Practi- 
tioners Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Exchequer Debenture Bill was read second 
time. 


Ordered to be committed on Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 2 
o’clock, p.m., on Monday. 
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Monday, the 25th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Brew, Wood, Young, 


Sanders, Ball, Cox, Franklyn, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, 
Smith, Barnard, O’Reilly, Macdonald. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Smith moved, the Hon. Mr. Barnard 


seconding, 

That this Council recommend to His Excellency the Governor the necessity 
of appointing Justices of the Peace in the different districts throughout the 
interior of the Colony. 

Also that some person be empowered at Seymour and Kamloops, or Savana’s 
Ferry, to issue Mining Certificates and Record Mining Claims, with a view to 
the better convenience of the Miners engaged in these districts. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 6, Noes 11. 

On a request being made to that effect, the names were taken down by the 

Clerk as follows: 


Ayes. Noes. 
Messrs. Barnard, Messrs. Ball, 
Smith, Crease, 
DeCosmos, Young, 
Helmcken, Trutch, 
Southgate, Franklyn, 
Robson. Sanders, 
O'Reilly, 
Brew, 
Hamley, 
Wood, 
Cox. 


The Hon. Mr. Macdonald not having voted, his vote was counted in the 
affirmative. 
So the vote was taken Ayes 7, Noes 11, and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 


Macdonald seconding, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor praying that 
a drawback of not exceeding $2.50 a hogshead be granted upon all Malt Liquors 
manufactured in the Colony exported, or for the use of Her Majesty’s Navy. 

The Hon. Mr. Young moved that the words “until 31st December, 1867” 
be added. 

The Amendment having been put, the Resolution as amended was then put 
and carried, and it was Resolved accordingly. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in the Ports of Entry Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read the second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Southgate asked leave to bring in 
a Bill extending the County Courts Act of British Columbia to Vancouver 
Island, in order to facilitate the collection of small debts at Nanaimo. 

Whereupon a debate arose, during which 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor was read as follows: 


Message No. 36. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to the Bills entitled respectively: 

An Ordinance to declare the application of the existing Laws of Customs. 

An Ordinance to amend the Duties of Customs. 

He has seen with satisfaction the passage of an Ordinance to remove any doubt 
which might have been entertained as to the legality of the past collection of duties 
on the Mainland, on Goods imported without previous payment of duties from 
Vancouver Island. 

Now, however, on consenting to the new Customs Law the Governor has given 
instructions that no further Customs duties be levied on Goods or Commodities 
transferred from one portion of the Colony to another. 


Government House, 
25th March, 1867. 
The Hon. Mr. Young then moved the following amendment to the Hon. Mr. South- 
gate’s motion: 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to make provi- 
sion for the establishment of a District Court for the Collection of small debts 
at Nanaimo. 

The amendment was then put and carried. 


On the Order of the day being read for the adjourned Committee of the Victoria 
Incorporation Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Exchequer Debenture Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, handed in the Excise Bill, which had been amended, 
for the adoption of the Council, and recommended that the said Bill be now 
read second time. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read second time. 

Read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed later in the day. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Harewood Railway Extension Bill was read 
second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Thursday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Pilotage and Land 
Bills, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day the Harbour Regulations Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with slight alterations. 
Ordered that the said Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Mortgages and 
Vancouver Road Bills, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


According to Order, the Council went again into Committee of the whole on the 
Excise Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with slight amend- 
ment. 

Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Smith, the Council adjourned till 2 o’clock, 
p-m., to-morrow. 





Tuesday, the 26th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Hamley, Brew, Franklyn, Ball, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Sanders, 
Robson, Smith, Macdonald. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Harbour Regulations Bill was read third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do now pass, and its title be the “Har- 
bour Regulations Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Excise Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Excise Ordinance, 1867.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Debenture Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Exchequer Debenture 
Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Victoria Incorporation Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Franklyn, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill to have been considerably 
amended and to be now complete. 

Ordered to be read third time on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Pilotage Bill was read second time. 
Ordered that the same be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Brew, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with slight amendment. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Land Bill was read second time. 

Ordered that the same be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that slight progress had been made with the 
Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and leave granted to sit again to- 
morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m., 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 27th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Ball, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Hamley, Sanders, 
Franklyn, Brew, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Helmcken, 
Young, Barnard, Cox, O’Reilly, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Wood, from the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the 
Medical Bill, brought up a Report, which was read aloud by the Clerk as 
follows: 

Your Committee report that they have prepared a draft Bill which however 
has not been unanimously agreed to. 

The point in doubt which is left for debate with the Legislative Council, is 
whether a register should be made of all Licentiates in Medicine and Surgery 
possessing a diploma from any existing school, British and Foreign, without 
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regard to the amount of study exacted before grant of a licence, or whether it 
should be confined to those who have graduated in a school requiring a sub- 
stantial course of study extending over a period of three or four years. 

The majority of your Committee have drafted a Bill for the registration of 
all persons possessing a diploma of whatever sort it be, believing that such a 
measure is sufficient to protect the public against totally unauthorized practi- 
tioners, and it is suitable to the present condition of the Colony, leaving it for 
the Honorable the Legislative Council to adopt amendments if they please, or 
to leave the matter open for more perfect legislation at some future period 
when a School of Medicine can be established in the Colony. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill now read second time. 

Read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Land Bill. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman of the 
the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again presently. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 37. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council, for their information, certain 
Petitions addressed to him requesting that Victoria may be made, according to some 
of these papers, the Capital, according to others the Seat of Government of the 
United Colony.18 

It is in no cavilling spirit that he points out that those first alluded to appear to 
have been signed under a false impression. There is no intention of erecting Public 
Offices in New Westminster during the present condition of the Colonial finances. 
The Government Officers do not complain of the accommodation afforded to them, 
and, if economy be alone considered, the retention of the Seat of Government on the 
banks of the Fraser is to be preferred, inasmuch as a considerable outlay would be 
required to make the Government House at Victoria permanently habitable. 

It is a matter of sincere regret to the Governor that this vast and thinly peopled 
territory should, in the early stage of its political existence, have been divided into 
two separate Colonies, and that two, necessarily rival, towns should have been 
founded in comparatively close proximity. His labours would now be lighter, and 
the Colony more prosperous, had the spare resources of the inhabitants been concen- 
trated in the erection of one town of magnitude, of sufficient importance and attrac- 
tion to retain during the winter the greater part of the unattached population of the 
Colony. He would not care if the site for the Capital had been fixed where Victoria 
now stands, or on the Bay of Esquimalt, or at New Westminster. Nor could he, if 
the matter had been clearly understood by all, have objected to one scale of taxation 
being fixed, favorable to commerce, upon those who elected to live in the chief town 
or within a certain radius of it, and another upon those who took to other occupa- 
tions in outlying districts. But it is not in order to express regret over the past that 
the Governor now comments on the Petitions he forwards. 

New Westminster was by Proclamation, having the force of Law, created the 
“Capital” of British Columbia. Her Majesty was invited to name the young city 
and bestowed upon it the name it now bears. Though styled Capital it would not 
appear to have been the Seat of Government, and the affairs of the Mainland were 
directed from the chief town of the neighbouring insular Colony. Dissatisfaction, 
whether general or local the Governor is not in a position to say, ensued, and Her 
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Majesty was advised to separate the administration of the Government of British 
Columbia from that of Vancouver Island. 


On his acceptance of office in this Colony the present Governor was instructed 
to use all means in his power to bring about an entire Union of the two Colonies, 
which the Secretary of State had reluctantly advised the Queen to disconnect. His 
Grace stated that it was the intention of the Government that New Westminster 
should be the Seat of Government of the Colony if a fusion could be obtained, 
although he believed that Victoria would always retain her commercial supremacy. 
The Legislature of the Mainland was accordingly called upon to provide a house, 
suitably furnished, for the residence of the Governor, while no such provision was 
required from Vancouver Island. 


On his arrival in the Colony the Governor found the sum of £10,000 voted 
for the erection of Public Buildings in New Westminster, but, with the cheerful 
concurrence of the Public Officers interested, he declined to lay out the money in 
that manner, choosing rather, in the general interest, to devote it to the lowering, 
by improvements in communication, the price of commodities in the Gold Districts. 


The desire for Union the Governor looked for, grew and matured in a section 
of the present Colony, until the Imperial Legislature considered the time had arrived 
for carrying into effect a policy Her Majesty’s Government had steadily kept in 
view. Then British interests on the shores of the North Pacific were consolidated 
by Act of Parliament. 


The Governor understands that, during the passage of the Act, it was stated 
in both Houses of Parliament that New Westminster should be the Seat of the 
General Government. An influential Member of the Government informed him a 
few days before his departure from England—‘“I do not think it necessary that the 
“Secretary of State should give you instructions as to the Seat of Government. It 
“is understood that New Westminster should be the Capital, and that you should visit 
“Victoria when you think necessary. But if you wish for definite orders, you will do 
“best to ask for them in a formal letter to the Secretary of State.” The Governor 
has no doubt that such an application would have resulted in a Royal decision in 
favour of New Westminster, and and he may state that it was on his intercession 
alone, that the order to sell the Government House, at Victoria, was withheld. 


He is of opinion that the question as to the future Seat of Government and of 
the assembling of the Legislature had better, ultimately, be decided on local recom- 
mendation. He would, however, not desire that the interests of New Westminster 
should be prejudiced, by his regard for the general interests of the Colony having 
been superior to that he felt for the comfort of himself and Public Officers. Nor, 
on the other hand, would he wish any undue consideration to be given in favour of 
Victoria, on account of a large outlay having been made on a Governor’s residence, 
at a time when Vancouver Island could ill afford it. He would take no advantage 
of the fact of one section of the Colony having asked for unconditional Union, while 
the other stood aloof, nor would he maintain that any Proclamation, though having 
the force of Law, may not be repealed when the community reaches a more 
advanced state of population and mode of Government, but, for the present, he will 
leave matters as they are. He will watch, without preference or prejudice, over the 
general interests of the Colony as they may develop themselves in the uncertain 
future, and will be prepared to act upon his own judgment in the advice, if any, 
which he may lay before Her Majesty’s Ministers. 


He trusts that no immediate action may be urged upon him. He feels deeply 
the injury the Colony has sustained from political agitation, and now states plainly 
that should he find it necessary to set the present question at rest, he will humbly 
recommend to the Queen that he and his Successors in office be commanded to 
reside permanently in the present Capital of the Colony. 


Government House, 
27th March, 1867. 


Ordered to be printed for the use of Members. 


According to Order the Council went again into Committee of the whole on the 
Land Bill. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported considerable progress made with the Bill and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Pilotage Bill, 

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Southgate, 

Ordered that the same be recommitted at once. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that a new clause had been added, and that the Bill 
was now complete. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time at once. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and that its title be “The Pilotage Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Standing Orders were suspended in 
order to enable the Hon. Member to place a notice of motion on the Order 
Book for to-morrow. 

The Hon. Member then gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved the first reading of 
the Limitation of Foreign Suits Bill. 
Ordered accordingly. 
Bill read first time. 
Ordered to be read the second time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ motion for a 
Committee of the whole on the subject of the Settlement of the Crown Lands, 
The Hon. Member moved that the same be considered to-morrow. 
Ordered accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Victoria Real Estate 
Tax Repeal Bill, 

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, 

Resolved, That the Committee of the whole on this Bill be instructed to 
divide the same into two parts, one for the repeal of the Tax, and the other 
dealing with the other matter contained in the Bill. 

On motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the “Victoria Real Estate 
Sale Repeal Bill” was read second time. 

Ordered to be committed at once. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Franklyn 
Chairman of the Committee reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 

The Council then went into Committee of the whole on the said Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Franklyn, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill repealing the Tax to be complete, 
and asked leave to sit again. 
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Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and that the Bill be read third 
time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day the Ports of Entry Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete without amendment. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 2 o’clock, 
p.m., to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 28th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Hamley, Brew, Franklyn, Ball, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Sanders, 
Robson, Smith, Macdonald, Walkem, Barnard, Pemberton, Stamp. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Franklyn gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Ports of Entry Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Ports of Entry 
Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the Land Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with slight amendment. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 
on the Harewood Railway Extension Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with slight amendment. 
Ordered that the report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Mortgages Bill was read second time. 
Ordered that the same be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and leave granted to sit again to-morrow. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Medical Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Saturday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Limitation of 
Suits Bill, a debate commenced, during which, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Walkem, the Council adjourned till 10 a.m., 
to-morrow. 
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Friday, the 29th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 10 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, Hamley, Brew, 
Cox, Ball, O’Reilly, Sanders, Franklyn, Pemberton, Southgate, DeCosmos, 
Stamp, Walkem, Helmcken, Macdonald, Robson, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Standing Orders were sus- 
pended to enable the Hon. Member to introduce a Bill. 
The Hon. Member introduced the Aliens Bill, 1867. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Victoria Incorpora- 
tion Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the consideration of the Governor’s 
Message be taken first. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 6. 


So it was Resolved in the affirmative and Ordered accordingly. 


The consideration of His Excellency’s Message, No. 37, being before the Council, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald seconding, 

This Council having taken into consideration His Excellency the Governor’s 
Message, No. 37, relating to the Seat of Government, as well as the numerous 
and numerously signed Petitions, from all parts of the Country, praying that 
Victoria may be made the Seat of Government. 

Resolved, That were the Seat of Government at Victoria it would be con- 
sonant with the desire of the public, advantageous to the Administration, con- 
ducive to the best interests of the Country, and diminish the cost of Government. 

That, without wishing to embarrass the Executive in any way, the Council 
would urge that such steps may be taken as may to His Excellency seem best 
toward carrying out the desire of the Petitioners. 

That His Excellency the Governor be humbly solicited to cause the next 
Session of the Legislative Council to be holden at Victoria. 
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Whereupon a debate arose, and on the termination of the same, the question 
being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 13, Noes 8. 
On a request being made to that effect, the names were taken down by the 
Clerk as follows: 


Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Pemberton, Messrs. Ball, 

DeCosmos, Crease, 

Helmcken, Franklyn, 

Southgate, Brew, 

Wood, Hamley, 

Cox, Barnard, 

Sanders, Smith, 

O'Reilly, Robson. 

Young, 

Trutch, 

Macdonald, 

Walkem, 

Stamp. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Harewood Railway Extension Bill was read 
third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Hare- 
wood Colliery Company’s Railway Extension Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Victoria Incorpora- 
tion Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Real Estate Repeal Bill was read third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do now pass, and its title be ‘““The Real Estate 
Tax Repeal Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Land Bill, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council adjourned till 11 a.m., 
to-morrow. 


Saturday, the 30th day of March, 1867. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Wood, Young, Sanders, Cox, 
Brew, O’Reilly, Southgate, Robson, DeCosmos, Macdonald, Helmcken, Smith, 
Pemberton, Walkem, Stamp. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
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The Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. Franklyn, 
Ordered to be deferred till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of the whole 
on the Medical Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Monday. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 38. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council, that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to authorize the issue of Deben- 
tures for short temporary Loans.” 


Government House, 
30th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 39. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to amend and assimilate the procedure of the County Courts in all parts of the 
Colony of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
30th March, 1867. 


Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable the Bill to be read 
second time at once. 

Bill read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed on Monday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Alien Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into adjourned Committee on 
the Mortgages Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 


The Hon. Mr. Pemberton, pursuant to the Order of the day, asked the Collector of 
Customs whether he is informed that the Active has been recently carrying 
freight or passengers for hire between Victoria and New Westminster, and if 
so, whether he has given any permission in the matter? 

The Hon. the Collector of Customs replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Limitation of Foreign Actions Bill was read 
second time. 
Ordered that the same be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with certain amend- 
ments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Mon- 
day. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor was read as follows: 


Message No. 40. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


At the request of the Legislative Council, the Governor forwards a Return 
shewing the particulars of the Public Debt of Vancouver Island and the Mainland 
at the time of Union, exclusive of current liabilities. 19 


Government House, 
30th March, 1867. 


Ordered to be printed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Land Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Land Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion set opposite the name of the 
Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, 

The Hon. Member moved that the adjourned debate on the alteration of the 
Constitution standing as an Order of the day be taken first, the Council 
divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 13. 


So the amendment was lost. 

Ordered that the Order of the day be taken in regular rotation. 

The Council accordingly went into Committee of the whole on the subject 
of the Settlement of the Crown Lands. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Brew, Chair- 
man of the Committee, handed in the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: 

Resolved 

1. That the Council having had under consideration the advisability of 
making further provision to foster and encourage settlement on the Crown 
Lands, respectfully represent to His Excellency the Governor that, in addition 
to the advantages offered to settlers by the provisions of the Land Ordinance, 
and by the stimulus to agriculture incidental to the operation of the revised 
Tariff, the Council would recommend that the Department of Lands and 
Works, in addition to its ordinary duties, be used as an Immigration Depart- 
ment. 

2. That the Colony be divided into Land Districts; that the chief office be 
located in the district where the largest body of immigrants and floating popu- 
lation usually arrives, and from whence they distribute themselves throughout 
the Colony, or take their departure to other countries; that in each of the 
other districts a sub-office be opened; that the chief office be supplied with 
maps of the entire Colony, shewing the lands sold and pre-empted in each 
district, the lands open and suitable for pre-emption; that each sub-office be 
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supplied with similar maps of the district to which it may belong; that the land 
or sub-office in each district be supplied with the best information obtainable, 
in a compendious printed form, respecting the adaptability of the soil of such 
district for agricultural purposes, the localities best suited for immediate settle- 
ment, the topography of the district generally, the character of the seasons, and 
such other climatic observations as may be of service to farmers and stock- 
raisers; also the nearest and best market for produce, with current or average 
prices of produce and stock, the distances to such markets, the probable time 
occupied in carrying produce to market, and whether land or water convey- 
ance is required, with the expense of transportation; also the average rate of 
wages for farm labourers and other occupations, and the requirements of such 
districts for labourers, blacksmith, wheelrights, artisans, carpenters, or other 
professions; and also an abstract of the present condition of agriculture and 
general industry in such district. 

3. That the annual Returns made by the Sub-Commissioners shall contain 
information as to the acreage occupied, cultivated, and open and suitable for 
pre-emption in his district; the variety of crops, quantity, and yield annually; 
the stock and varieties thereof; the average prices of produce and stock; the 
markets, distances, and rate of wages; the condition of industry in general; the 
population, distinguishing their respective callings; the annual increase or de- 
crease of population; and such general observations on agriculture and indus- 
try, topography, climate, &c., as may be new, or deemed to be of public utility. 

4. That such Returns be printed and published for general circulation; that 
each sub-office be supplied with the same, and such Returns laid before the 
Legislature early in the Session. 

5. That the Chief Commissioner and his agents collect, continually, infor- 
mation as to persons willing to settle on Crown lands, or in want of employ- 
ment; make himself acquainted with such persons as may have capital enough 
to engage in agriculture or other industry, and supply them with infor- 
mation as to the best places to locate, and otherwise assist or induce them to 
settle in the country; assist the unemployed in getting employment, and also 
organize settlements, with Government aid, from among those persons who 
may not possess sufficient capital to engage in agriculture, though otherwise 
willing to do so. 

6. The Council would recommend that in the absence of power to make 
free grants of land to bona fide settlers, a bounty be offered to actual settlers, 
equivalent to the pre-emption price of the land that they may be liable to pay 
under the Land Ordinance, and that the payment of such bounty be made to 
correspond to the payment of instalments under Pre-emption Ordinance. 

7. The Council would recommend that means be taken, as early as possible, 
to induce or assist females, suitable for farmers’ wives, to emigrate to the 
Colony, the want of this class being much felt. 

On the question being put, Ordered that the Report of the Committee be 
adopted, and Resolved accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 11 


o’clock a.m., on Monday. 
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The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Brew, Wood, Young, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Ball, Cox, Franklyn, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, 
Stamp, Walkem, Pemberton, Macdonald. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that the Petitions on the Capital 
question be printed for the use of Members. 


The Hon. Mr. Macdonald gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Franklyn moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Southgate seconded, and it was 
Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
give directions for the extension of the Swine and Goat Act, of Victoria, V. I., 
to Nanaimo, V. I., the limits of the town to be considered a radius of one mile 
from the Court House. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Limitation of 
Actions Bill, 
And the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 13, Noes 3. 
So the Bill was read the third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do 
pass, and that its title be the “Limitation of Actions Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Medical Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Medical Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of the 
whole on the County Courts Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: 


Message No. 41. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Legislative Council, asking 
for Returns shewing how the Public money voted for schools in Vancouver Island 
during the past three years has been expended. 

He fears it will be difficult to procure these Returns during the present Session 
of the Council, but should he have prorogued the Council before their receipt he 
will direct the Returns sought for to be published in the Government Gazette. 


Government House, 
30th March, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 
Message No. 42. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill authorizing the unfor- 
seen expenditure for the Mainland portion of the Colony in the year 1866. 
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It being impossible, at this early date, to lay before the Council fully detailed 
accounts of the expenditure of the past year, the Governor states for the information 
of the Council that the amounts appearing in the Estimates, now submitted, are 
merely items of account, not of actual expenditure over and above the amount 
voted for the service of 1866. The Estimates for that year as passed by the Legis- 
lative Council amounted to $722,004. Resolutions passed by the Council, and 
transmitted to the Officer Administering the Government, added $10,000. 

The total expenditure of the year, as brought to account in the Treasurer’s 
books, however only approximated $550,000. 

Government House, 

1st April, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 
Message No. 43. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the Legal Professions.” 


Government House, 
1st April, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: 


Message No. 44. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor consents to the greater portion of the suggestions made by 
the Legislative Council in regard to amendments in the Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to assimilate and amend the Law prohibiting the sale or gift of intoxicating liquor 
to Indians.” 


He consequently substitutes for Clause XI. sent down by him to the Council in 
Message No. 19, the recommendations forwarded to him by the Legislative Council, 
and suggests that they form Clauses X, XV1, and XVII of the amended Ordinance, 
with the exception in the Clause XI. of the words after “provided always” to and 
including “further,” and in the subsequent part of the same Clause the omission of 
the words “at the port of departure,” and the substitution of the “Governor” for 
the “Officer of Customs.” 


Government House, 
1st April, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: 


Message No. 45. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to confirm the expenditure of the sum of One hundred and thirty-two thousand 
six hundred and seventeen dollars and fifty-four cents, for the service of Vancouver 
Island for the year 1866.” 


Government House, 
1st April, 1867. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council went into Committee of 
Supply. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adop- 
tion of the Council: 

Resolved, That the Council recommended that a Supplementary Supply of 
$96,918.11 be voted for the service of the year 1866. 

Resolved, That the Council recommend that a Supply of $141,295.15 be 
voted for the service of the Colony of Vancouver Island for the year 1866. 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee of Supply be adopted. 
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On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Supplemental 

Supply Bill be now read first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered that the Standing Orders be suspended in order to allow the Bill to 
be read second time forthwith. 

Bill read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete without amendment. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Vancouver Island Supply Bill was read 

first time. 

Ordered that the Standing Orders be suspended in order to enable the Bill 
to be read second time. 

Bill read second time accordingly. 

Ordered that the same be committed at once. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council went into Committee on the 
amendments proposed by His Excellency, in Message No. 44, to the Indian 
Liquor Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of the 
Council: 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be acquainted that the Council 
have agreed to the amendments proposed by His Excellency, in his Message 
No. 44, to the Indian Liquor Bill. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Alien Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee of the whole on the said Bill accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into adjourned Committee on 
the Mortgages Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Franklyn, 

Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the V. I. Roads Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young. 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Bill withdrawn accordingly. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Victoria Incorporation Bill was read third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Victoria 
Municipal Ordinance, 1867.” 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, it being six o’clock, Ordered that the 
Council adjourn till 8 o’clock, p.m. 


8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council 
went into adjourned Committee of the whole on the Real Estate Sale Repeal 
Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments, subject 
to the annexed Resolution proposed for the adoption of the Council. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 

Resolved as follows: 

That the Bill be read third time to-morrow, but that this Council is of opinion 
that His Excellency should be respectfully requested to suspend his assent to 
this Ordinance until he shall have been satisfied, by such means as to him may 
seem fit, of the truth of the preamble and the propriety of the Bill shall have 
been shewn. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into adjourned Committee on 
the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ motion for altering the Constitution of the Council. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Trutch, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported: 
The Council having continued to sit till after 12 o’clock on Tuesday morning, 
that the Committee had come to no conclusion on the subject of altering the 
Constitution of the Council. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
p.m. 


Tuesday, the 2nd day of April, 1867. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hons. Messrs. Birch, Crease, Trutch, Young, Wood, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Hamley, Brew, Ball, Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Sanders, Walkem, 
Robson, Smith, Macdonald, Pemberton, Stamp. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald asked the Colonial 


Secretary why the Government require that the Mails from Yale to Soda Creek 
should be carried during the summer months in a “Stage waggon drawn by 
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not less than four horses” while on the score of economy they deem it neces- 
sary to call for fresh tenders, and do they intend to limit the rate of fare by 
such waggons? 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary replied. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: 


Message No. 46. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor considers that in the present financial condition of the Colony 
the rate of Postage recommended for universal adoption by the Council is too low. 

He recommends that the following Clause be inserted in lieu of Clause IX. in 
the Postal Ordinance, 1867: 

“That for every letter deposited in or passing through any Post Office in the 
Colony, and not exceeding half an ounce in weight, there shall be paid a postage 
according to the following scale, that is to say: 


“At or between Victoria or any Post Office in Vancouver Island 


and New Westminster, or any port in the Colony —__________ 5S Cents. 
“Between Vancouver Island or New Westminster and Clinton or 

SSN ORS HCH'N RUGT TAY Gee ct Me ea he aa ee a ee eee a ee eee Sale, 1232957, 
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“Between any two Post Offices above Yale, Hope, and Douglas _. 12% __,, 


“And for every additional half ounce, or fraction of half an ounce, 
beyond the above weight, there shall be paid on each such letter an 
additional postage according to the foregoing rates.” 


Government House, 
2nd April, 1867. 


A further Message from His Excellency, as follows: 


Message No. 47. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In accordance with the desire expressed by the Legislative Council, the Gover- 
nor forwards a Return shewing the expenditure under the head of Education in 
Vancouver Island, during the years 1864, 1865, 1866, respectively. 2° 


Government House, 
2nd April, 1867. 


Ordered to be printed for the use of Members. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, Ordered that the Council do go into Commit- 
tee of the whole on the amendments proposed by His Excellency to the Postal 
Bill. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adop- 
tion of the Council: / 

Resolved, That the Governor be acquainted that the Council have agreed to 
the amendments proposed by His Excellency to the Postal Ordinance. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the County Courts Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “County Courts Ordi- 
nance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Vancouver Island Supply Bill was read third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “An Ordinance 
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to confirm the Expenditure of the sum of One Hundred and Forty One Thou- 
sand Two Hundred and Ninety-Five Dollars and Fifteen Cents, for the Service 
of the Colony of Vancouver Island, for the Year One Thousand Eight Hun- 
dred and Sixty-Six.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the British Columbia Supplementary Supply Bill 
was read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be 
“An Ordinance to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Six, not authorised in the grant for that 
year.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Alien Bill was read the third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Aliens’ Ordinance, 1867.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Mortgages Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Mortgages Ordinance, 
1867.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Real Estate Tax 
Sale Bill, 

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Young, Ordered that the same be recom- 
mitted. 

The Council went into Committee of the whole accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported that additions had been made to the 
Bill, and that it was now complete. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that the Bill be read third time 
at once. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be the “Real Estate Tax Sale Ordinance, 1867.” 

Dissentiente, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Macdonald, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, the 
consideration of His Excellency’s Message No. 32 was brought up, 

And the Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved the following Resolution, which was 
put and carried by the vote of un-official Members, the Official Members 
having, agreeably to His Excellency’s instructions, abstained from voting on 
the question: 

Resolved, That the popular Members, to whom the Bill repealing the Crown 
Salaries Act has been exclusively left, are of opinion that in the present de- 
pressed condition of the Colony, Her Majesty’s Government should be respect- 
fully prayed to remunerate the Chief Executive Officer of this Colony. 

That the popular Members recognize with satisfaction the desire of the 
Executive to reduce the cost of Government, and are not unaware of the diffi- 
culties that beset his path in that direction. 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to urge upon 
Her Majesty’s Government the necessity of granting the Executive of this Col- 
ony power to simplify, centralize, and reduce the departmental system, so as to 
lessen the public expenditure to such a figure as the Colony is able to bear. 
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His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Esquire, Governor of the Colony, having en- 
tered the Council Chamber, accompanied by his Private Secretary, and, being 
seated in the President’s Chair, made the following Speech proroguing the 
Council: 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


It is with great pleasure that I find myself enabled to-day to relieve you from 
further attendance upon your Legislative duties. 

I acknowledge, with thankfulness, the care and candour you have bestowed 
upon all matters which have been brought under your consideration. 

You have been informed by message that I have assented to nearly all the Bills 
which have been sent to me. I have now to add to our Statute Book the following 
Ordinances which, in Her Majesty’s name, I have allowed:— 

The Indian Liquor Bill, Harbour Regulations Bill, Marriage Bill, and those 
relating to Aliens, to the Gold Mining Districts, to the Excise Law, to Currency, 
to the Harbour Dues and Coasting Licenses, to that extending the time granted to 
the Harewood Coal Company, to the Bill relating to Pilotage, to that respecting 
Ports of Entry, to the Repeal of the Real Estate Tax of Vancouver Island, to the 
Bills affecting the Medical Profession and the Postal Service, to the Supply Bill 
for Vancouver Island, and the Supplemental Supply Bill for the Mainland. 

I reserve for the signification of Her Majesty’s pleasure the proposed Ordinance 
respecting the disposal of the Crown Lands. I shall transmit it with the Resolution 
passed by the Council in favour of a system of Free Grants of Land. I reserve, 
likewise, the Bill respecting the Limitation of Actions. That respecting Mortgages 
shall receive my early and most attentive consideration, as shall also the Bill to 
provide for the settlement of all outstanding questions relating to the Sale of Land 
for Taxes in Vancouver Island. 

All the Resolutions passed by the Legislative Council shall have my full atten- 
tion during the recess. You will not expect that I should allude to all of them 
separately, but there are some which I ought now to notice. I shall be glad to 
co-operate with you in any means for the promotion of Immigration and the 
occupation of the Crown Lands. The question as to whether the usually objection- 
able system of a bonus on exportation of certain natural products or manufactured 
articles is specially desirable here, shall engage my attention in the Executive 
Council. 

I shall be very glad if the state of the Public Revenue shall justify the reduction 
or abolition of the Road Tolls. 

Every fair consideration shall be given to your recommendation in favour of 
premiums for the establishment of Quartz Mills. But special care must be taken in 
thus disposing of the Taxes levied on the people. 

I have to thank you for the appropriations made for the requirements of the 
Public Service. 1 notice with pleasure the interest you display in the Public 
Hospitals. 

The principal Custom House shall, as you desire, be established where the 
principal commerce of the Colony is carried on, nor shall in other respects our 
chief town lack any of the fostering aid of the Government. If, in spite of your 
Resolution in favour of Victoria, I still hesitate on removing my abode and the 
Seat of the Legislature from the spot established by Law, you will understand that 
I consider the public faith and honor engaged on the one side, and possible 
expediency on the other. If, as some persons assert, the present uncertainty be 
found to be more detrimental to the public interests than any decision which may be 
arrived at, I shall come to that decision and make public the recommendation I may 
lay before the Secretary of State. I however look confidently forward to the time 
when the centre of population will be found on the Eastern side of the Cascade 
Range. 

I am about to communicate with the Secretary of State and the Governors of 
Canada and of the Hudson’s Bay Company, respecting the wish you have expressed 
to enter into a confederation with the Eastern Provinces of British North America. 
I will inform you as a Council, if a Legislative Session is in progress, if not as indi- 
vidual Honorable Gentlemen, of the result of my enquiries. 
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Humbly trusting that the year now opening may be one of prosperity to our 
miners, farmers, and merchants, I will relieve you for a time from your Legislative 
duties. In December next I hope to give you a satisfactory account of the year’s 
Executive Administration. In the succeeding month, I trust, under circumstances of 
greater prosperity, that works of improvement may be proposed to you and that 
simultaneously some of the weight of taxation may be removed. 


I now proceed to prorogue this Legislative Council, and the same is hereby 
prorogued accordingly. 
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WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG, ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY AND PRESIDING MEMBER. 
HENRY P. PELLEW CREASE, ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
ROBERT KER, ACTING DURING SESSION AS TREASURER. 


JOSEPH WILLIAM TRUTCH, CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND 
SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


WYMOND OcILvy HAMLEY, COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

HENRY MAYNARD BALL, MAGISTRATE, NEW WESTMINSTER. 
GEORGE WILLIAM Cox, MAGISTRATE, COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY. 
THOMAS ELwyN, ACTING DURING THE SESSION AS MAGISTRATE FOR CARIBOO, 
WILLIAM J. MACDONALD, MAGISTRATE, VICTORIA. 

PETER O’REILLY, MAGISTRATE, YALE AND LYTTON. 

WARNER R. SPALDING, MAGISTRATE, NANAIMO, 

THOMAS LETT Woop, MAGISTRATE, VICTORIA. 

AMOR DECosMos, VICTORIA. 

JOHN SEBASTIAN HELMCKEN, VICTORIA. 

JOSEPH DESPARD PEMBERTON, VICTORIA DISTRICT. 

JOHN Rospson, NEw WESTMINSTER. 

ROBERT THOMPSON SMITH, COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY. 

EDWARD STAMP, LILLOOET. 

GEORGE ANTHONY WALKEM, CARIBOO. 

FRANCIS JONES BARNARD, YALE AND LYTTON. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 





FREDERICK SEYMO 


fs} PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency FREDERICK SEYMouR, Esquire, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice-Admiral 
and Ordinary of the same, &c., &c., &c. 


To the Honorable the Legislative Councillors of the said Colony, and every 
of them, and whom else it may concern; 


Greeting. 


Kae YE that I, FREDERICK SEYMOUR, under and by virtue of all powers and 
authorities in me in that behalf vested, do hereby command and, by the tenor 
of these presents, enjoin you and each of you that on Saturday, the twenty-first day 
of March, One thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, at the Council Chamber, 
New Westminster, personally you be and appear FOR THE DISPATCH OF 
BUSINESS, to treat and conclude upon those things which in the said Legislative 
Council may be ordained. 


GIVEN under my hand and the Public Seal of the Colony, at Government 
House, New Westminster, in the Colony of British Columbia, this sixth 
day of March, in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-eight, and in the thirty-first year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


By Command. 
WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 





Saturday, the 21st day of March, 1868. 


Pursuant to the above Proclamation, the Legislative Council met this day, 
the following Members being present:— 

The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ball, Ker, O’Reilly, 
Cox, Elwyn, Robson, DeCosmos, Barnard, Smith, Walkem. 

At 2 o’clock, p.m., His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Governor of the 
Colony, entered the Council Chamber, attended by his Private Secretary, and, 
being seated in the President’s Chair, administered the oaths of allegiance and 
office to two new Members, Robert Ker, Esquire, and Thomas Elwyn, Esquire. 

His Excellency then delivered the following gracious Speech:— 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


It is with much pleasure that I find myself enabled to call you together to-day, 
and thus relieve myself of the serious responsibility which the deprivation of your 
assistance cannot fail to entail on me. I need scarcely add that an honest Govern- 
ment must be always glad to find constitutional means of making public its views, 
and to render to a competent authority an account of its proceedings. 

In all communities the most difficult question to deal with is that of finance, 
and we cannot certainly claim an exemption from the common embarrassment. 
The year 1867 was the first in which British Columbia was thrown on its own 
resources. Heretofore, Loans raised in England, and overdrawn accounts at the 
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local Banks, largely contributed to the support of the Government, and to the forma- 
tion of roads from which the country may derive a pride somewhat tinged by a 
melancholy consideration of the vast indebtedness now weighing on us. The spend- 
ing of large sums of borrowed money gave employment to labour, and an impetus 
to all branches of trade, now, we have simply to rely on the proceeds of local 
taxation, largely reduced by remittances to England on account of Interest and Sink- 
ing Fund on our Debt. The financial position last year was greatly aggravated by 
circumstances to which it would be somewhat painful and is not necessary now to 
allude. Time will cure the evil, and I have to state that the Revenue has begun to 
show, within the last few months, signs of considerable elasticity. 

The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure shall shortly be laid on your table. 
I should bring them at once before you, were I not indulging the hope that the 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government has been attracted to the financial: position 
of this Colony. This hope is the cause of the delay which has occurred in my calling 
you together. Assisted or unassisted, however, I think that we should observe the 
utmost economy until we shali have relieved ourselves of local debts on which a 
crushing rate of interest is charged. I propose to address you by Message during the 
course of the Session, respecting the past and present financial position of the 
Colony. 

You are aware that on the Union of the Colonies being completed, doubts were 
raised as to the position of the two Courts of Supreme Judicature, which the 
morning of the 19th of November found in full power: doubts going with some, 
to the extent of questioning the existence of one of them. I shall lay before you 
a Bill to remove all such doubts and define the power, the jurisdiction of the 
Courts, which I regret to say will for the present have to remain separate, and to 
establish the position of the two Judges, who will severally, perhaps occasionally 
jointly, preside in each. The Bill has been approved by the Law Officers of the 
Crown. I have, however, again ventured to repeat to Her Majesty’s Government the 
expression of my opinion that a fusion of the Courts under one Chief Justice would 
be the more satisfactory arrangement. 

I shall also lay before you a Bill for the more effectual protection of Her 
Majesty’s Naval Stores. One amending the Ordinance relating to Weights and 
Measures, and another amending that respecting the limitation of certain causes of 
Action and Suits. Perhaps I may, during the course of the Session, bring under your 
notice other Bills, but it is my intention not to overburden your table with papers 
at this late season of the year. In the present transitional state of the Colony, it 
appears to me that we should rather watch events than attempt to guide them by 
legislation necessarily hesitating and tentative. 


The external Postal arrangements are complicated and inconvenient. I shall 
bring papers connected with this subject under your consideration. 


During the last Session, your Honorable Council unanimously passed a Resolu- 
tion in favour of negotiations being entered into for the Union of this Colony with 
the Confederation which has been formed among the Eastern British Provinces on 
this Continent. Although I could not be blind to difficulties which made me consider 
the Resolution principally as the expression of a disheartened community, longing 
for change of any kind, yet the possibility alone of something arising out of it to 
promote an overland communication with Canada, was enough to induce me to 
support your Resolution. I learn in reply to my communications on the subject, 
that the consideration of it must, at all events, await the time when the intervening 
Territory now under the control of the Hudson’s Bay Company shall have been 
incorporated with the Confederation. 


A year’s residence in the United Colony has convinced me that there are few 
questions in which the people of the Lower Country feel a deeper interest than that 
as to the selection of a Capital. Had the Colony been prosperous, no such 
earnestness of feeling would exist, but under present circumstances I think it right 
that I should explain at greater length the steps that have been taken in regard to 
its settlement than would be convenient on this occasion. As soon, therefore, as 
I am honoured by a reply to this address, I shall forward a statement of the 
case as it stands to you by Message. Suffice it now to say, that Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment are of opinion that in my Message of the 27th March, 1867, I took an 
extreme view as to the extent to which public faith and honour are pledged to the 
purchasers of land in New Westminster. Further, that I should consider the 
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public convenience from time to time as the main guide in the selection of a Seat 
of Government. I am commanded to come to a decision without further delay, 
and I desire to avail myself—although the matter is one of Executive prerogative— 
of your assistance in so doing. My Message will contain every information, and 
I shall be glad if you will come to a division on the subject. Every argument is 
exhausted. I have now but to act. A Governor must allow himself no personal 
feelings in a matter of this importance. 

1 congratulate you on the great improvements which I observed last year in 
the farms of the Upper Country, and on the favourable prospects which seem opening 
to our Gold Miners, as well as on the tranquillity of the Colony, and the absence 
of serious crime. A dispute between two Mining Companies on a distant Creek, 
during the summer, threatened at one time to assume serious proportions, and it is 
creditable to the Colony to note the sensation which the prospect of a breach of the 
peace produced throughout its vast extent. But the good sense and love of order, 
so general among our Miners, allowed of a settlement of the question without a 
resort to force, and the law speedily resumed its sway. 

I wish that among my subjects of congratulation I could include that of an 
improvement in the material condition of the Colony, and something like a return 
of the time of immigration which gave birth to British Columbia. It seems strange 
that a country which possesses every advantage of climate and soil which the 
English race could desire; where land in the Upper Country can be had virtually 
for nothing; where mines of all the precious metals hold out their attractions; 
where hired labour is exorbitantly remunerated, that such a country should not 
even have the power of retaining all of those who have sought their fortunes on its 
distant shore. 

I am of opinion that both sections of the present Colony have suffered much 
from their former antagonism. I trust that all differences are now merged, and 
that the Union—though as yet barren of good results—will cause a community of 
interests, leading to a feeling of forbearance and christian charity pleasing to Him, 
Whose support I humbly invoke on this solemn occasion. 


His Excellency then left the Council Chamber. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


The Presiding Member acquainted the Council that to prevent any mistake he had 
obtained a copy of the Governor’s Speech. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, ordered that the same be taken as read. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, the Hon. Mr. Ball seconding, 
Ordered, That the Governor’s Speech be printed for the use of Members. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Hamley, the Hon. Mr. Robson seconding, 

Resolved, That a Select Committee, to be named by the Presiding Member, 
be appointed to draw up and submit a reply to His Excellency’s gracious 
Speech. 

The following Honourable Members were named accordingly: —The Hon. 
Messrs. Hamley, DeCosmos, Robson, Barnard, Ball. 

The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos having requested to be excused from acting on the 
Committee, the Hon. the Presiding Member named the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in 
his stead. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
Monday, the 23rd instant, at 3 o’clock, p.m. 
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Monday, the 23rd day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Ker, Elwyn, 
Cox, Robson, Ball, DeCosmos, Barnard, Smith. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting having been read and slightly amended 
were confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave 3 notices of motion. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Hamley, from the Select Committee appointed to prepare a reply to 
His Excellency’s opening Speech, brought up a Report. 
Ordered to be read aloud by the Clerk. 


Read accordingly as followeth:— 


To His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice Admiral and Ordinary 
of the same, &c. 


We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, Members of the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia, in Council assembled, have heard with great pleasure 
the statement of the affairs and prospects of the Colony, which Your Excellency has 
been graciously pleased to make to us, and we beg in return heartily to tender every 
assistance that may be in our power during the short period to which the sitting of 
the Council will this year be confined. 

We are aware of the financial difficulties with which the Government is 
surrounded, but have confidence with Your Excellency that time and a revival of 
commercial prosperity will cure the evil, and we are glad to learn that there is a 
prospect of relief and sympathy in the mean time from the Imperial Government. 

The Bill on the important measure for defining the power and jurisdiction of 
the two Courts of Supreme Judicature shall receive, as it merits, our earnest atten- 
tion, as shall also the other Bills which Your Excellency proposes to lay before us. 

It is with great pleasure we learn that the external Postal arrangements are 
likely to undergo some material improvement. 

Fully impressed with the importance of the question of the Union of British 
Columbia with the Confederated Eastern British Provinces, we feel assured that 
when the opportune time may arrive every consideration will be given to the 
interests of this Colony. 

We are glad that a question of such absorbing interest as the Seat of Govern- 
ment in the Colony is at length to receive its final settlement, with due regard to 
public faith and honor and the just claims of all parties concerned. 

We cordially concur with Your Excellency in the expression of satisfaction at 
the marked improvement visible in the Agricultural and Mining Districts of the 
Colony, hoping that the undoubted advantages which it possesses will, at no distant 
period, attract a large and permanent population; and in conclusion we earnestly 
trust that the Higher Aid invoked by Your Excellency may be vouchsafed to us in 
our deliberations for the promotion of the common good. 


(Signed) W. HAMLEY, 
Chairman of the Select Committee. 
The Hon. Mr. Smith moved, the Hon. the Attorney General seconding, 
That this Report be adopted. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, in amendment, 
That it be referred to a Committee of the whole Council. 
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No seconder having been found for the amendment, the original motion 
was put, and the Council divided. 


Ayes 11, Noes 1. 
So it was Resolved That the Report be adopted. 


The Hon. Mr. Ker moved, the Hon. Mr. Ball seconded, 


And it was Resolved, That the reply to His Excellency’s opening Speech be 
presented by the Council. 


The Presiding Member having been requested to learn at what time His Excellency 
would be prepared to receive the address in reply, 


The Council adjourned during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, the Hon. the Presiding Member acquainted the 
Council that His Excellency would be prepared to receive the reply at 3, p.m., 
to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Barnard seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
asking that Returns may be laid before this Council giving a Comparative 
Statement of the Civil List of British Columbia in 1863, and that for the United 
Colony in 1867; the Returns in the latter case indicating the appointments 
rendered necessary by the incorporation of Vancouver Island with the Main- 
land; the said Returns to exhibit the salaries and other emoluments of office, 
as well as the names of the recipients thereof. 


On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved 
accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson rose to speak to a question of order, as to whether Rule No. 
8 of the Standing Orders, prohibiting the naming Members when alluding to 
their speeches or opinions, applies to the Presiding Member. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member ruled that No. 8 of the Standing Orders 
was not applicable to the Presiding Member. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Limitation of Actions Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for next meeting of Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Supreme Courts Bill. 


Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Friday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Intestate Estates Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 3 
o’clock to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 24th day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, O’Reilly, 
Cox, Elwyn, DeCosmos, Robson, Barnard, Smith, Helmcken. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Attorney General then moved that the Council do now adjourn 
during pleasure, in order that the Council may present the Reply to His 
Excellency’s opening Speech. 

Ordered that the Council adjourn during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, the Hon. the Presiding Member acquainted 
the Council that, in company with the majority of the Hon. Members present, 
he had waited on His Excellency to present the address in Reply to the opening 
Speech, and that His Excellency had been pleased to make the following 
Rejoinder: 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


I am much obliged for the address you have been good enough to present to 
me. I have no doubt but that you will faithfully do your duty to the Colony you 
represent, and I think it desirable that every effort should be made to get through 
our work as early as possible. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Weights and Measures Bill. 
Ordered that the same be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Naval and Victualling Bill. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Mortgages Bill. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday, 30th March. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Limitation of Actions Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered that the same be committed on Tuesday, the 31st instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Intestate Estate Sale Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday, the 30th instant. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
p. m. to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 25th day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, O’Reilly, 
Cox, Pemberton, Stamp, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Macdonald, Elwyn, Robson, 
Barnard, Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read, and having been amended, 
were confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Macdonald gave a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave a further notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Hon. the 
Collector of Customs, Whether the Revenue Laws of the Colony provide for 
granting Drawbacks on Merchandize exported on which Duties have been 
paid? If not, whether it is the intention of the Government to introduce a 
measure to grant Drawbacks on such exported Merchandize? 

The Hon. Mr. Hamley replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Hon. the 
Chief Commissioner of Land and Works, Whether it is the intention vi the 
Government to submit a Return shewing the state of agriculture in the Colony? 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Weights and Measures Bill was read second 
time. 
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Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Trutch, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported considerable progress made with the 
Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Naval and Victualling Stores Bill was read 
second time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith. 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Trutch, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported considerable progress made with the 
Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 3 
o’clock to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 26th day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Ker, Trutch, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Ball, Elwyn, Smith, Robson, Macdonald, Helmcken, DeCosmos, Pemberton. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to lay before 
the Council a Return shewing the estimated population of the Colony, distin- 
guishing between Whites, Chinese, and Indians; and setting forth the 
estimated population in each District represented in the Council, distinguish- 
ing between Whites, Chinese, and Indians. 


On the question being put, it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Cox 
seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 

enquiring what steps, if any, have been taken towards complying with a 


Resolution of this Council passed last Session, respecting the Indian Reserves 
on the Lower Fraser. 
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On the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 17. Noes 3. 
So it was carried, and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency, praying the Returns be 
forwarded to this House, shewing the amount of money disbursed for School 
purposes on the Mainland for the year 1867, also the arrears of Salary or other 
allowance, if any, due to the Teachers up to the 31st December, 1867. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Macdonald moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying that 
the balance of $6,000 appropriated for School purposes in Vancouver Island, 
be placed at the disposal of the Board of Education forthwith. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Friday, the 27th day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, O’Reilly, 
Cox, Elwyn, Macdonald, Smith, Walkem, Barnard, Robson, Wood, Helmcken, 
DeCosmos, Stamp. 

The Minutes of the Previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from certain members of the Legal 
Profession in the Colony.! 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from certain proprietors of Orchards, 
Gardeners, and Farmers, in Vancouver Island.” 
Ordered that the same be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the Petition do lie on the table. 





1 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
1868, p. i. 
2 [bid., pp. i-ii. 
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The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from certain Merchants of the 
Colony. 
Ordered that the same be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the Petition do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Barnard presented a Petition from certain Settlers on the Buonaparte 
River.* 
Ordered that the same be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the said Petition do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. De Cosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Stamp seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to lay before 
the Council a Return shewing the number of pre-emptions on the Crown 
Lands in 1867; and also the number of acres pre-empted, sold, and leased; 
and also the total Revenue derived in 1867 from the pre-emption, sales, and 
leases of Crown Lands made in that year; and also enumerating the different 
sections of the Colony in which Crown Lands have been pre-empted, sold, or 
leased in 1867. 

On the question being put, it was carried unanimously, and Ordered 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. DeCosmos, 
On the motion of the said Hon. Member, Ordered that the same be post- 
poned till Wednesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
enquiring whether any official Report has been prepared upon the probable 
route through British Columbia of the proposed Overland Road to Canada, 
and requesting that copies of such Report (if any), together with any official 
information bearing on the same subject, may be laid before this Council. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Ordered accord- 
ingly. 

On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Supreme Court 
Bill, a debate arose. 


3 Tbid., p. ii. 
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The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconding, 

That the further consideration of the Bill be postponed till Thursday next. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Ordered accord- 
ingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock on 
Monday next. 


Monday, the 30th day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Cox, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Elwyn, De Cosmos, Helmcken, Wood, Robson, Smith. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read, is as follows: 


Message No. 1. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Despatch with enclosures 
from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, directing him to come to a decision as 
to the selection of a Seat of Government for the United Colony of British Columbia. 
He adds a copy of his reply.® 

The Governor would feel greatly obliged by the Honorable Council assisting 
him with their advice on the subject. He wishes it to be clearly understood that 
Honorable Members holding Official positions are requested freely to pronounce 
their opinion. 


Government House, 
30th March, 1868. 
Ordered that the Message, with the Despatch of the Secretary of State, and 
the Governor’s reply be printed, and that the Message be taken up on Thurs- 
day next. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave 3 notices of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson introduced the Fence Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered that the second reading be called on by the motion of the Hon. 
Member introducing the Bill. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

This His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to lay before 

the Council the correspondence (if any) with the Canadian and Imperial 


5 Ibid., p. iii. 
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Governments, respecting the admission of this Colony into the Dominion of 
Canada. 
On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 


ingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Weights and Measures Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Trutch, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete without amendments. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and that the Bill be read third time 
to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Naval and Victualling Stores Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Trutch, 

Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete without amendments. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the question of the second reading of the Mortgages Bill being put, the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 6. Noes 4. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was read second time 
accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Intestate 
Estate Sales Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that considerable progress had been made with the 
Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted. The further consideration of the Bill in 
Committee to be called on by the Hon. Attorney General, by motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 3 
o’clock to-morrow. 





Tuesday, the 31st day of March, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Wood, Smith, Barnard, Robson, DeCosmos, Helmcken. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Hon. the 
Attorney General, Whether the Gulf of Georgia, north of the 49th parallel, 
and Johnson’s Straits are exclusively British waters or not? 

And whether Foreign vessels have any right to pass through Johnson’s 
Straits? If so, by virtue of what authority? If not, whether it is the intention 
of the Government to assert our exclusive right to the navigation of Johnson’s 
Straits? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Limitation of Suits 

Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Council go into Committee this 
day six months on the said Bill. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 3, Noes 9. 

So the motion was lost. 

The original question having been put and carried, 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, without amendments. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Weights and Measures Bill was read the 
third time. 
Ordered that the said Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Weights and 
Measures Ordinance, 1868.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Naval and Victualling Stores Bill was read 
the third time. 
Ordered that the said Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Naval and 
Victualling Stores Ordinance, 1868.” 


On the question of the committal of the Mortgages Bill being put, the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 6. Noes 3. 

So it was carried in the affirmative. 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 

The Committee rose without a report, and the Presiding Member resumed 
the Chair. 

So the Mortgages Bill lapsed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved the adjournment till 3 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved in amendment till 11 o’clock on Thursday 
next. 
The amendment having been put and carried, the Council adjourned 
accordingly till 11 o’clock a. m., on Thursday. 
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Thursday, the 2nd day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Ker, Trutch, O’Reilly, Cox, 


Ball, Elwyn, Smith, Robson, Macdonald, Helmcken, DeCosmos, Walkem, 
Wood, Barnard, Spalding, Pemberton, Stamp. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member produced a Dedimus Potestatem from his Excel- 


lency the Governor, empowering him to swear in Members of Council during 
the Session. 
The same was read aloud by the Presiding Member, as follows: 


{ L.S. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


—— 


The 


To William Alexander George Young, Esquire, Presiding Member of the Legis- 
lative Council of British Columbia, and whom else it may concern; 


Greeting. 


KNow YE that FREDERICK SEYMOUR, ESQUIRE, Governor of the Colony of 
British Columbia, reposing especial trust and confidence in the fidelity, learning, 
and integrity of the said William Alexander George Young, and under and by virtue 
of all powers and authorities him the said Frederick Seymour, as such Governor, 
in that behalf enabling, hath appointed, and by these presents doth give and grant 
unto, the said William Alexander George Young, full power and authority to 
administer the customary oath to Members of the Legislative Council, during the 
present Session. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal, at New Westminster, British Columbia, this 
second day of April, A D. 1868, and in the thirty-first year of Her Majesty’s 
Reign. 


Hon. the Attorney General then introduced a new Member of Council, 
Warner Reeve Spalding, Esquire, to whom the Hon. the Presiding Member 
administered the customary Oath of Allegiance and Office. 

The Hon. Mr. Spalding then took his seat at the Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the consideration of His Excellency the 


Governor’s Message No. 1 was taken up. 

The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, the Hon. Mr. Stamp seconding: 

That this Council having been requested by His Excellency the Governor 
to assist him with their advice in coming to a decision as to the selection of a 
Seat of Government for the United Colony of British Columbia, is of opinion, 
after careful consideration of His Excellency’s Message and its Enclosures on 
the subject, that Victoria is the place most suitable for the Seat of Government 
of the United Colony. 

Moved in amendment by the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Hon. Mr. Barnard 
seconding: 

Whereas it is highly probable that this Colony will very shortly form a part 
of the new Dominion of Canada; 

And, whereas, under Confederation the Seat of Government will naturally 
gravitate towards the centre of population on the Mainland; 
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And, whereas, a considerable expenditure of Revenue would be involved in 
the removal of the Seat of Government to Victoria; 

And, whereas, reaction has already set in on the Mainland against the 
removal of the Seat of Government to Victoria; 

And, whereas, it is probable that were the Seat of Government now removed 
to Victoria, the people on the Mainland would be found, in less than twelve 
months, petitioning for its restoration to the Mainland; 

And, whereas, the frequent removal of the Seat of Government involves 
great expense and inconvenience, and exerts a most injurious influence upon 
the public mind, by keeping up a continual agitation upon the subject, and 
destroying confidence; 

And, whereas, the Constitution of this Council is not of that representative 
character which should entitle it to deal with such a question as the removal 
of the Seat of Government, where it has been established by Law; 

And, whereas, there is every reason to believe that a dissolution of this 
Council and a direct appeal to the Country would demonstrate that a large 
majority of the bona fide Colonists are averse to the removal of the Seat of 
Government to Victoria; 

And, whereas, the removal of the Seat of Government from where it is at 
present established would inflict serious injury upon an important community 
of British Subjects, without securing any compensating advantages to the 
Colony at large; 

Be it therefore Resolved; 

That this Council is of opinion that it would be inexpedient to remove the 
Seat of Government, at least until the Colony shall possess such full powers 
of self Government as will render its Legislature competent to deal with the 
question, and such fixity of population and permanent interests as may 
indicate, with some degree of clearness, a site which would prove to be 
permanently suitable. 


Whereupon a debate arose. 
On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 


Ayes 5. Noes 14. 
Messrs. Crease, Messrs. Smith, 
Hamley, Spalding, 
Barnard, Ker, 
Robson, Elwyn, 
Ball. Wood, 
Walkem, 
Macdonald, 
Helmcken, 
DeCosmos, 
Stamp, 
Pemberton, 
Cox, 
O’Reilly, 
Trutch. 
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The names having been taken down by the Clerk, pursuant to request. 

So the amendment was lost. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson rose to speak to a question of privilege. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member ruled that it could not be brought before 
the Council until after the question now before it was disposed of. 


On the original question being put, the Council again divided. 


Ayes 14. Noes 5. 
Messrs. Smith, Messrs. Crease, 
Spalding, Hamley, 
Ker, Barnard, 
Elwyn, Robson, 
Wood, Ball. 
Walkem, 
Macdonald, 
Helmcken, 
DeCosmos, 
Stamp, 
Pemberton, 
Cox, 
O'Reilly, 
Trutch. 
The names having been taken down by the Clerk, pursuant to request. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson rose to speak to a question of privilege. 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that the House be 
cleared of strangers. 
House cleared accordingly. 


On the question of privilege having been decided on, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken 
moved that the motion standing in his name be considered at a later period. 
Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 
That the Petition relating to an increase of the Duties of Customs upon 
Fruits, &c., be referred to His Excellency the Governor. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 11, Noes 1. 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned during pleasure. 


The Council having resumed its sitting, 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Supreme 
Court Bill, 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos seconding, 
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That the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee, to be named by the 
Presiding Member. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 14, Noes 3. 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly. 
The Presiding Member appointed the following Hon. Members accordingly: 
The Hon. Messrs. Ball, Wood, Walkem, DeCosmos, Robson. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Limitation of 
Actions Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconding, 
That the Bill be read third time this day six months. 
On the question having being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 3, Noes 11. 
So the amendment was lost. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved the Hon. Mr. Macdonald seconding, 
That the said Bill be recommitted. 
On the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 11. Noes 2. 


So it was Resolved in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly to be recom- 
mitted tomorrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion on the alteration of the consti- 
tution of the Council, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, Ordered that the same be post- 
poned. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That the construction of a Waggon Road between Goldstream and Cow- 
ichan, by way of Sayward’s Saw-mill, Mill Creek, being urgently required, it is 
desirable that the convict labour be employed thereon, for the formation and 
completion thereof. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 8, Noes 6. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken on 
the Vancouver Island Road Act being applied to the New Westminster 
District, 

Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
asking that a careful survey be made during the ensuing summer, in order to 
ascertain the best route for the extension of the Pitt River Road, on the north 
side of Fraser River, as far as St. Mary’s Mission, with a view to its ultimate 
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extension to the head of navigation on the Lower Fraser; and that so soon as 
a final survey shall have been made, the road shall be laid off in sections, of 
say one mile each, and given out to contract, payment for the same to be 
made one-third in money and two-thirds in Land Scrip to be issued by the 
Government. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the Hon. Mr. 
Barnard’s name, in regard to Road Tolls, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, Ordered that the Standing Orders be 

suspended. 

Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson then presented a Petition from the Howe Sound 
Copper Company.® 

Ordered that the same be received and read. 

Read accordingly. 

Ordered that the same be considered to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 2 
o’clock to-morrow. 








Friday, the 3rd day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Ker, Elwyn, 
Cox, Robson, Ball, DeCosmos, Smith, Macdonald, Spalding, Stamp, Wood, 
Pemberton, Helmcken, Walkem. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Macdonald gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Smith gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson rose to speak to a question of privilege. 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that the House be 
cleared of strangers. 
House cleared accordingly. 


The question having been decided, Ordered that the doors be thrown open. 


6 Ibid., pp. iii—iv. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion, in reference to Road Tolls, 
standing in the name of the Hon. Mr. Barnard, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the recommittal of the Limitation of Actions 
Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the recommittal be postponed till 
Wednesday next. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 12, Noes S. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Petition of the 
Howe Sound Copper Company, 

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Hon. Mr. Crease seconding, 

Ordered that the Council do go into Committee on the same. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, handed in the following Resolutions for the adoption of the 
Council: — 

1. That this Committee is of opinion that some general law regulating the 
acquisition of Mineral Lands is urgently required. 

2. That the Petition of the Howe Sound Copper Company be referred to the 
Executive, with the recommendation that the Company be permitted to 
purchase, at the upset price of one dollar per acre, a tract of land suited to 
their purposes. 

On the question of the adoption of these Resolutions being put it was carried 
in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
p.m. on Monday, the 6th instant. 


Monday, the 6th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, Elwyn, 
Cox, DeCosmos, Robson, Smith, Wood, Spalding. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 
Message No. 2. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Report from the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, shewing the progress of the efforts making 
in this Colony to procure a direct communication with Canada.7 


Government House, 
6th April, 1868. 


7 Ibid., pp. iv—viii. 
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A further Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: 


Message No. 3. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has to acknowledge the receipt of the Resolution from the 
Legislative Council, passed on the 30th March, requesting him to lay before the 
Council the correspondence with the Imperial and Canadian Governments respect- 
ing the admission of this Colony into the Dominion of Canada. 

He does not feel justified in forwarding to the Council the reports he has 
received of conversations with the Governor of Canada, which were not of a 
strictly official nature. 

He used in the address with which he opened the Session the precise words 
of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, on the subject of confederation with the 
Eastern Provinces. 


Government House, 
6th April, 1868. 


The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken, on the subject of Free Trade on the North-west Coast, 


Ordered that the same be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked leave to introduce 
the Investment Saving Bill. 


Ordered that leave be granted. 


The Hon. Member accordingly presented a copy of the said Bill, and moved 
that the same be now read first time. 


Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Thursday, the 16th instant. 


On the Order of the day being read for a question to be asked by the Hon. Mr. 
Macdonald of the Acting Colonial Secretary, 


Ordered that the same be postponed. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken, on the subject of the V. I. Road Act, 


Ordered that the same be postponed. 


On the Order of the day being read for a question to be asked by the Hon. Mr. 
Smith of the Acting Colonial Secretary, 


Ordered that the same be postponed till Wednesday, the 15th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved (for the Hon. Mr. 
Barnard, absent), the Hon. Mr. De Cosmos seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
enquiring whether it is the intention of the Government, pursuant to a Resolu- 
tion passed by this Council during last Session, to abolish the Road Tolls, 
either in whole or in part, during the present year. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken, in reference to certain Petitions relating to a Court of Appeal 
Ordered that the same be postponed. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Wood, the Council adjourned till Wednesday, 
the 15th Instant, at 3 o’clock. 





Wednesday, the 15th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, O’Reilly, 
Cox, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Elwyn, Robson, Spalding, Walkem, Wood, Smith. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented a Petition from certain inhabitants of the 
District of Saanich.® 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the said Petition be considered to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Wood presented a Petition from certain Fire Insurance Agents and 
Merchants at Victoria.® 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be considered to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary gave notice that he would introduce the 
Estimates on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That the progress and prosperity of the country would be promoted were a 
portion of land, conveniently situated, upon the northern extremity of the 
North-west Coast, marked off, dedicated, and devoted to the prosecution of 
Free Trade in certain articles required by and suited to the nature of the 
commerce of that section of the Colony. 

That this Council earnestly recommends the Executive to carry out the 
spirit and intention of the above Resolution, in such manner and under such 
conditions it may deem advisable or expedient. 

Whereupon a debate arose. 





8 [bid., p. ix. 
9 Ibid., p. ix. 
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The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved that the debate on this motion be postponed 
till Wednesday. 
The Hon. Member then asked leave to withdraw the said motion for post- 
ponement. 
On the question of leave to withdraw the same being put, the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 12. Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly. 
Motion for postponement of debate withdrawn accordingly. 
On the original question being put, the Council again divided. 
Ayes 3. Noes 12. 
So it passed in the negative, and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken (in the absence of the 
Hon. Mr. Macdonald) asked the Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary whether 
the Contract for carrying the Mails from New Westminster to the Upper 
Country has been given out, and if so, to whom, for what term, and on what 
conditions? 


The Hon. Mr. Young replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 

DeCosmos seconding, 

That in the opinion of this Council the extension of the Vancouver Island 
Road Act to the Districts immediately surrounding New Westminster, would 
be advantageous. 

The Hon. Mr. Crease moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Trutch seconding, 

That in the opinion of this Council the introduction of a general Road Act 
on the principle of the existing Vancouver Island Road Act, amended to apply 
to the whole Colony, is desirable. 


Whereupon a debate arose. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 8. 

So it passed in the negative, and the amendment was lost. 

On the original question being put the Council again divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 5. 

So it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Smith asked the Hon. the Acting 
Colonial Secretary if any provision has been made for the transmission of 
regular Mails between Victoria and the Kootenay and Columbia Districts? and 
if none, to ask that a sum of not less than $3,000 be placed on the Estimates 
for that purpose. 


The Hon. Mr. Young replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Wood asked the Hon. the Attorney 
General whether it is the intention of the Government, during the present 
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Session, to proceed further with the assimilation of the laws of the two former 
Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island? 
The Hon. Mr. Crease replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 
That the Petitions relating to a Court of Appeal be referred to His Excel- 
lency the Governor. 
On the question being put, it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the recommital of the Limitation of Actions 
Bill. 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 3 
o’clock to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 16th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Ker, Elwyn, 
Cox, Robson, Ball, DeCosmos, Smith, Spalding, Wood, Helmcken, Walkem. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to report on the 
Supreme Court Bill, handed in a Report, 
Ordered that the same be read. 
Read accordingly as follows:— 

Your Committee having taken into consideration the subject of the Supreme 
Court Bill, beg to report that in their opinion the Bill in question in no way meets 
the requirements of the Colony, and that they have, in consequence, prepared a Bill 
establishing a single Supreme Court, and abolishing the present inconvenient 
anomaly of two distinct Courts, which Bill they request may become law. 

They further recommend that the Bill now before the House be modified so 
as to confine its provisions to the removal of doubts as to the status of the Supreme 
Court of Vancouver Island. 

(Signed) H. M. BALL, 
Chairman. 


Ordered that the Report be printed, and considered on Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Loan Societies 
Bill, a debate arose. 
Which having terminated, and the question being put, the Council divided. 


Ayes 12, Noes 2. 
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So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Tuesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Petition from the 
Saanich settlers, 

The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, 

That the Petition of the Settlers of Saanich and Lake Districts, respecting 
the improvement of Saanich Road, be referred to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting that a sum of $5,000 be placed on the Estimates to carry out the 
prayer of the Petitioners. 

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Ball 
seconding, 

That the words “requesting,” to the end of sentence, be omitted, and that 
there be substituted the words “‘with a recommendation that it be favourably 
considered.” 

On the Resolution as amended being put, it was carried unanimously, and 
Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Petition from 
certain Fire Insurance Agents and Merchants in Victoria, 

The Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconding, 

That the Petition from sundry Fire Insurance Agents and others, be referred 
to His Excellency the Governor, with the recommendation that the Magistrates 
throughout the Colony should be clothed with powers to enable them to hold 
Inquests upon Fires. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of a Petition from certain 
Settlers on the Buonaparte River. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, 

That the Petition from Settlers in the Buonaparte District respecting the 
Indian Reserves be transmitted to His Excellency the Governor, with the 
recommendation that the prayer may be granted. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

Pursuant to the Order of day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting that copies of official reports, or any other official information, 
upon the proposed new cut of the Cariboo Road, via Williams Lake, may be 
laid before this Council. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 3. Noes 12. 


So it passed in the negative, and the Resolution was lost. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
| Mr. Walkem, 

The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

Withdrawn accordingly. 





Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 3 
o’clock to-morrow. 


Friday, the 17th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, O’Reilly, Ball, 
Wood, Robson, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Elwyn, Spalding, Walkem. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 
Message No. 4. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with a Resolution of the Legislative Council, passed on the 
26th March, the Governor forwards a Return shewing the amount of money dis- 
bursed for School purposes on the Mainland for the year 1867.19 


Government House, 
16th April, 1868. 


Ordered that the same be printed. 


A further Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: 
Message No. 5. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In accordance with the desire expressed by the Legislative Council, the Gover- 
nor lays before the House copy of a Report which he has received from the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, respecting the Indian Reserves on the Lower 
Fraser, 11 

Government House, 

17th April 1868. 


Ordered that the same be printed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson presented the Petition of Samuel Weaver Herring. 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the same be considered on Monday next. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in Trustees’ Relief Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


10 [bid., p. ix. 
11 [bid., p. x. 
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Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked leave to intro- 
duce the Barristers’ and Attorneys’ Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the said Bill be read second time on 
Wednesday next. 
The Hon. the Attorney General, in amendment, for Friday next. 
On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 6, Noes 6. 
Which being a tie vote, the Presiding Member cast his vote in the negative. 
So the amendment was lost. 
On the original question being put, the Council again divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and Ordered that the said Bill be read 
second time on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to bring in 
the Sisters of St. Ann’s Society Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the recommittal of the Limitation of Actions 

Bill, 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 

The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the said Bill be now read third 
time. 

The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Robson sec- 
onding, 

That the words in Clause 1 “and the Extension of Limitations of Foreign 
Actions Act, 1861,” be struck out. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 9, Noes 3. 

So it passed in the affirmative, and was Ordered accordingly. 

Ordered that the Bill as amended be read a third time. 

Read third time accordingly, and Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its 
title be “The Limitation of Actions Ordinance, 1868.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 20th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Cox, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Elwyn, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Wood, Robson, Smith, Spalding. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary introduced 
the Estimates for 1868. 
Ordered that the same be printed, and that the Council do go into Com- 
mittee of Supply on Wednesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Supreme Court Bill, 
Ordered that the consideration of the same be deferred till Wednesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Petition of Samuel 
Weaver Herring, 
The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Council do go into Committee on the 
same. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Presiding Member resumed the Chair, the Committee having risen 
without sending in a report. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That this Council would recommend to the consideration of the Executive, 
the expediency and advisability of opening at least a trail (practicable for laden 
mules) through the Eagle Pass. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Sisters of Saint Ann’s Society Incorporation 
Bill was read the second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
to-morrow. 





Tuesday, the 21st day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, Elwyn, 
O’Reilly, Cox, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Smith, Wood, Spalding. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 
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The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Investment Loan Bill. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, Ordered that the same be 
postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Trustees’ Relief Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with certain amendments. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 6. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Return that he has caused 
to be prepared, shewing the Duties of Customs levied on certain staple articles in 
British Columbia, Great Britain, the United States, Canada, and other principal 
British Colonies. 

The Return will be interesting to the Honorable Council. It is not, however, 
the Governor’s intention to introduce any measure for altering the Duties of 
Customs during the present Session. 


Government House, 
21st April, 1868. 
On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Robson, 


The Hon. Member being absent, the motion was dropped. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Sisters 
of St. Ann’s Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported that he had been directed to enquire of 
the Hon. the Presiding Member if an amendment proposing to leave out all 
words in the first Section of the Bill before the Committee after the first word 
“That” was in order. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member ruled that such amendment was in order, 
there being no rule to the contrary in the Standing Orders governing the pro- 
ceedings of the Council. 

The Council went again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding re- 
ported the Bill complete with certain amendments. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and that the Bill be read third time to- 
morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 22nd day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, O’Reilly, 
Cox, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Elwyn, Robson, Spalding, Walkem, Wood, Smith, 
Stamp, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented a Petition from certain Barristers and Attor- 
neys.!2 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented a Petition from the Mayor and Corporation of 
Victoria. 3 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the Standing Orders be suspended, to enable 
him to ask leave to introduce a Bill to carry out the prayer of the Petition 
just presented. 

Ordered accordingly, and Standing Orders suspended. 

The Hon. Member asked leave to bring in the Victoria Patent Slip Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 

The Hon. Member accordingly introduced the said Bill. 

Ordered to be read first time at once. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time on Friday. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Stamp gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second Reading of the Barristers’ Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Wood moved that the Bill be read second time this day six 
months. 

Whereupon a debate arose. 

Which having terminated, and the amendment being put, the Council 
divided. 

Ayes 3, Noes 14. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Ordered that the said Bill be now read second time. 

Read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


12 Thid., p. xi. 
13 [bid., p. xi. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked leave to introduce 
the Drawbacks Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Council to go into Committee of Supply, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that the same do stand 
first on the Order of the day for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Supreme 
Court Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported certain progress made with the Bill, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Fire Inquest Bill. 
Ordered that the said Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read the second time on Friday. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the third reading 
of the Trustees’ Relief Bill be taken next in order. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its 
title be the “‘Trustees’ Relief Ordinance, 1868.” 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that the third reading of the 
St. Ann’s Society Bill be taken next in order. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and that its title be “The Sisters of St. Ann Ordinance, 1868.” 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion in the name of the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken. . 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 23rd day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Ker, Trutch, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Ball, Elwyn, Smith, Robson, Helmcken, DeCosmos, Walkem, Pemberton, 
Wood, Spalding, Stamp. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 7. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to establish a standard of Weights 
and Measures.” 


Government House, 
22nd April, 1868. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 8. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, in Her 
Majesty’s name, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance for the more effectual protection 
of Her Majesty’s Naval and Victualling Stores.” 


Government House, 
22nd April, 1868. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 9. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Petition he has received 
from the Municipal Council, New Westminster, praying for a compensation on the 
removal of the Capital of the United Colony from that City.14 


The Governor personally sympathizes deeply with all those who suffer loss or 
disappointment by the altered circumstances of the Colony. 


Government House, 
23rd April, 1868. 


Ordered that the enclosure be printed. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 10. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution of the Legislative Council, passed on the 
27th of March, the Governor forwards a Return shewing the number of Pre- 
emptions upon Crown Lands in 1867, and also the number of acres sold and leased; 
and also the total Revenue derived in 1867 from pre-emptions, sales, and leases of 
Crown Lands made in that year; and also enumerating the different sections of the 
Colony in which Crown Lands have been pre-empted, sold, or leased in 1867.15 


Government House, 
23rd April, 1868. 


The Hon, Mr. Walkem presented a Petition from the Cherry Creek Silver Com- 
Ordered that the same be received and considered to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Pemberton gave 2 notices of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 


14 [bid., p. xii. 
15 [bid., p. xii. 
16 [bid., p. Xiii. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the following sums voted, and Resolu- 
tions passed, and asked leave to sit again. 


Departmentot;Governorapes ee: = ee ee ee $2,550 00 
Mesislative@ouncil 0 fe = So sect eee eres 900 00 
Colonial Secretary... = ss ee ee 8,680 00 
SU TCASUCET = oes ges oe ee Oe ee _ 4,800 00 
PANU CTEO TRG T Cay tee eis nee re ee eee 5,050 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works __......_._--. + 4,590 00 
COUSLOT IS eee rt Ss re ae er ter eens Oe 12,926 80 
Resistrar: Generals amas aennbin 2 et ere Sees 785 00 
Harbour Masters eee ee ee ee ee 1,800 00 
POST COMI CE eee eee ree ee ee ee eee 2,200 00 
Supreme Wourti2=5 2 2a ee ee ae eee 3,450 00 
AALLOI CY CCDC Eee ee eee ee eee 500 00 
High Sheritl setts ce 5 ote ee oe eee ae ee 750 00 


Resolved, That this Council recommend that so soon as may be the offices 
of Registrar General of British Columbia and Stipendiary Magistrate of New 
Westminster be amalgamated. 

Resolved, That this Council recommend that the salary of the Postmaster of 
Victoria be $2,000 instead of $1,450. 

Resolved, That this Council recommend that the allowance for clerical as- 
sistance in the Attorney General’s Office be $1,000, and that the word “Clerk” 
be substituted for “Clerical assistance.” 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee of Supply be adopted, and that 
leave be granted for the Committee to sit again to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to intro- 
duce the Hudson’s Bay Titles Bill. _ 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the 
Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
Ordered that the same be discussed in Committee of Supply. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Stamp asked if it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to grant relief to Saw-mills, by Drawback on lumber 
exported from the Colony, equal to the duties paid on goods consumed in the 
production of such lumber, or otherwise? 

In reference to which the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. De- 
Cosmos seconding, 

That this Council is of opinion that the subject of Drawbacks on Lumber 
should receive the earnest attention of the Government. 

On the question being put, it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read, is as follows:— 


Message No. 11. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council, in accordance with a Resolu- 
tion passed on the 23rd March, a Return giving a Comparative Statement of the 
Civil List of British Columbia in 1863, and that for the United Colony in 1867; the 
Returns in the latter case indicating the appointments rendered necessary by the 
incorporation of Vancouver Island with the Mainland.17 


Government House, 
23rd April, 1868. 


Ordered to be printed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying that 
he will inform this Council of the reply of Her Majesty’s Government to a 
Resolution passed April 2nd, 1867, in answer to His Excellency’s Message 
INGu 2. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Ordered accord- 
ingly. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Stamp asked the Hon. the Acting 
Colonial Secretary, what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government 
of this Colony towards the formation of a Dry Dock at Esquimalt, or any 
other part of the Colony. 

The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 

In reference to this question, the Hon. Mr. Stamp moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, to 
inquire what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government of this Colony, 
towards the formation of a Dry Dock at Esquimalt, or any other part of the 
Colony. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Fence Bill. 

Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. 
to-morrow. 





Friday, the 24th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ker, Spalding, Cox, 
Wood, Ball, O’Reilly, Smith, Walkem, Helmcken, DeCosmos, Stamp, Robson, 
Pemberton, Elwyn. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


17 [bid., p. xili—xv. 
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The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion on Confederation, standing in 
the name of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos. 
Ordered that the same be considered later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Drawback Bill. 
A debate arose, which having terminated, and the question being put, 
The Council divided. 
Ayes 10. Noes 5. 


So it was passed in the affirmative, and the Bill was read second time 
accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Fire Inquest Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Cherry Creek 
Silver Mining Company’s Petition. 

Ordered that the same be considered in Committee. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee reported the annexed Resolution for the adoption of the 
Council. 

Resolved, That this Council recommend that His Excellency be pleased to 
consider favourably the prayer of the Petition of the Cherry Creek Silver 
Mining Company, as to the objectionable covenants of the lease. 

On the question of the adoption of the above Resolution being put, it was 
carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, to 
enquire whether Her Majesty’s pleasure has been signified with regard to the 
proposed Ordinance respecting the disposal of the Crown Lands, which His 
Excellency, in his speech of the 2nd April, 1867, stated he would transmit 
with the Resolutions passed by the Council in favor of a system of Free 
Grants of Land. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton asked to be informed 
of the Expenditure and Income of the Assay Office since the date of the last 
Return made to Council. 

The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hudson’s Bay Titles Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the Council to go into Committee of Supply, 
Ordered that the Council do go into Committee later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Fence Bill, the 
Council divided. 


Ayes 6. Noes 5. 


So it passed in the affirmative, and the Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Patent Slip Bill, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Barris- 
ters’ Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with certain amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee again on the 
Supreme Court Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


The Council then adjourned till 8 o’clock p. m. 


On the Council resuming its Session, 
Pursuant to a deferred Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, 
the Hon. Mr. Stamp seconding, 
The following Address to Her Majesty, on the subject of Confederation with 
the Dominion of Canada:— 


TO THE QUEEN’S MosT EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 


We, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia, in Session convened, would most respectfully repre- 
sent: 

I. That in an Act passed in the thirtieth Year of Your Majesty’s Reign, entitled 
“The British North America Act, 1867,” provision is made for the admission of 
British Columbia into the Dominion of Canada. 


II. That the 146th Section of the said Act declares that British Columbia may be 
admitted into the Dominion of Canada, provided that addresses to Your Majesty, 
containing the terms and conditions of such admission, shall be passed by the 
Houses of Parliament of Canada and the Legislature of British Columbia. 


Ill. That Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects the Inhabitants of British 
Columbia, most earnestly desire that such admission may take place without delay, 
on the terms and conditions hereinafter enumerated. 


IV. That, being fully convinced that such admission would, in a marked degree, 
strengthen British power and influence, and establish more firmly British Institutions 
in Your Majesty’s Possessions in North-west America, and generally throughout 
all British North America, and faithfully representing as we do the general and ex- 
pressed wishes of the Inhabitants of this Colony, we earnestly desire that such 
admission may take place without delay, on the terms and conditions hereinafter 
enumerated. 
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V. Therefore, we, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of 
the Legislative Council of British Columbia, humbly pray that Your Majesty may be 
graciously pleased to admit, without delay, the Colony of British Columbia into the 
Dominion of Canada, in accordance with the provisions of “The British North 
America Act, 1867,” and on the terms and conditions following: — 


1. The limits of British Columbia, on and after admission, to be the same as at 
present. 


2. The Dominion of Canada to become liable for the Public Debt of British 
Columbia, and make the same a charge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund, the 
said Debt not to exceed One million five hundred thousand Dollars ($1,500,000. ) 


3. British Columbia to be liable for such portion of her Funded and Floating 
Debts as may exceed the said $1,500,000. 


4. The Dominion of Canada to pay annually out of her Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in semi-annual advances, to British Columbia for the support of her local 
Government and Legislature, the sum of $110,000, and also, an Annual Grant in 
aid of the local Government of British Columbia, equal to Eighty Cents per head of 
the population of British Columbia, the minimum number of said population, 
including Indians, not to be estimated at less than 40,000, at any time, and the 
increase of population after admission to be the increase of population other than 
Indians, and the said increase of population to be determined by census or other- 
wise as may from time to time be expedient. 


5. All Crown Lands, Mines, Minerals, and Royalties situate in British Colum- 
bia at the time of admission, and all sums of money then due or payable, or that 
may afterwards accrue for such Crown Lands, Mines, Minerals, and Royalties to 
belong to British Columbia and be under the exclusive control of its Government 
and Legislature. 


6. All Stocks, Cash, Bankers’ Balances, and Securities for money belonging to 
British Columbia, at the time of admission, to be the property of British Columbia. 


7. All public Works and Property of British Columbia at the time of admission, 
to belong to the Colony of British Columbia. 


8. The Dominion of Canada to construct within three years after admission of 
British Columbia, a good Overland Waggon Road extending from Lake Superior, 
Ontario, to the head of navigation on Lower Fraser River, British Columbia, and 
to commence the construction of the same through the Rocky Mountains within 
one year after admission. 


9. The Imperial Government to guarantee a Loan to construct the said Over- 
land Road, if deemed expedient. 


10. British Columbia to be represented in the Senate by not less than two 
Members, and in the Commons by not less than three Members, at any time. 


11. At the first election of Representatives to the Commons and until other- 
wise provided by the Parliament of Canada, the Lieutenant Governor of British 
Columbia to proclaim what shall be the qualifications and disqualifications of 
Representatives and Electors, the boundaries of Electoral Districts, and the laws 
governing such Elections. 


12. At the time of admission, the Revenue Laws of the Dominion of Canada 
to extend and apply to British Columbia, and thereupon the Revenue Laws of 
British Columbia thereby affected to be null and void, and all Duties and Revenues 
derived in and from British Columbia under the Revenue Laws of the Dominion of 
Canada to belong to Canada. 


13. The exclusive powers of Provincial Legislatures enumerated in the Ninety- 
second Section of “The British North America Act, 1867,” and all other provisions 
of the said Act that extend and apply generally to the Provinces of the Dominion 
of Canada and that may be applicable to British Columbia, except as otherwise in 
this Address provided, to extend and apply to British Columbia, at and from the 
time of admission. 


14. Except as otherwise provided, all Laws in force in British Columbia, at the 
time of admission, and all Courts of Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction, and all legal 
Commissions, Powers, and Authorities, and all Officers, Judicial, Administrative, 
and Ministerial existing therein at the time of admission to continue in British 
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Columbia as if such admission had not taken place; subject nevertheless to be re- 
pealed, abolished, or altered by the Parliament of Canada or by the Legislature of 
British Columbia, according to the authority of the said Parliament or of the said 
Legislature, under “The British North America Act, 1867.” 


15. Until the Parliament of Canada provides otherwise, all Officers of British 
Columbia, at and from the time of admission, having duties to discharge in relation 
to matters other than those coming within the Classes of Subjects assigned by “The 
British North America Act, 1867,” to the Provinces, to be Officers of Canada. 


16. And generally all such unenumerated provisions, acts, and things as may 
be necessary to the due and proper execution of the terms and conditions herein- 
before enumerated and to the granting of the Prayer of this Address. 


17. And as in duty bound we will ever pray. 
The Hon. Mr. Wood moved in amendment, the Hon. Ball seconding, 


That this Council, while confirming the vote of last Session in favor of the 
general principle of the desirability of the union of this Colony with the Dominion 
of Canada, to accomplish the consolidation of British interests and institutions in 
North America, are still without sufficient information and experience of the 
practical working of Confederation in the North American Provinces, to admit of 
their defining the terms on which such a union would be advantageous to the local 
interests of British Columbia. 


Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the Standing Orders be suspended, in 
order to enable him to withdraw his motion. 


The question of suspending the Standing Orders having been put and lost, 
the amendment was put. 


The Council divided. 


Ayes 12. Noes 4. 
Messrs. Trutch, Messrs. Stamp, 

O'Reilly, DeCosmos, 

Cox, Robson, 

Wood, Walkem. 

Pemberton, 

Helmcken, 

Smith, 

Elwyn, 

Ker, 

Ball, 

Spalding, 

Crease. 


The names having been taken down by the Clerk, pursuant to request. 
So the amendment was carried, and it was Resolved accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos called on for Monday, his motion on the alteration of the 
Constitution of the Council. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 11 
o’clock to-morrow. 
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Saturday, the 25th day of April, 1868. 





The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Ker, Trutch, O’Reilly, Cox, 
Ball, Elwyn, Smith, Robson, Helmcken, DeCosmos, Walkem, Pemberton, 
Wood, Spalding, Stamp. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from certain Merchants and others 
in Victoria, against the Patent Slip Bill.18 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly, and Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Standing Orders be suspended, to enable 
him to introduce a Bill. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken brought in the Anatomical Studies Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Council to go into Committee of Supply, 
and on the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 6. 


So it was Ordered that the Council do now go into Committee of Supply. 

At which stage of the proceedings of the Council, the annexed Protest 
against the Estimates for 1868 was placed on the Minutes: — 

lst. That for several years past the Expenditure of the Colony has been 
continued at a rate out of all proportion with its resources and small number 
of fixed white population. 

2nd. That the Secretary of State for the Colonies laid down a rule in 
Despatch (No. 23, dated April 30th, 1866,) that the Expenditure of the year 
must be reduced to such an amount as may be covered by a Revenue calculated 
on the actual average receipts of the past two years, the wisdom of which rule 
was highly appreciated by the inhabitants of this Colony. 

3rd. That the actual Revenue of 1866 was $437,018, of 1867 $475,250, 
and the actual average of the past two years $456,134. Notwithstanding 
which, the Estimated Revenue on which the Government now propose to base 
the Expenditure of 1868 is $576,000, being in excess of the rule so laid down 
by $119,866. 

4th. That no public work of consequence is contemplated in the proposed 
Estimates for 1868, the sum named for such purposes being barely sufficient to 
keep existing works in repair. 

Sth. Therefore that it is to amalgamation of offices and a reduction of the 
Civil List that a saving must be looked for. 
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6th. That such amalgamations and reductions must necessarily be the work 
of the Executive Government, and not of the Legislative Council, after the 
printed Estimates are submitted to the latter in detail. 


(Signed) J. D. PEMBERTON, 
A. DECosMos, 
J. S. HELMCKEN, 
EDWD. STAMP. 


The Council then went into Committee of Supply. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the following sums voted, and Resolu- 
tions passed, and asked leave to sit again. 


Police and Gaols, Victoria and New Westminster ___ $17,831 25 
Stipendiary Magistrate, &c., Columbia and Kootenay 10,600 00 


Ms “| Cariboo eee ts ee fa 14,900 00 
” % Hope, Yale, and Lytton 6,700 00 

. i Lillooet, Clinton & Soda 
Greecki 222 es 4,400 00 
ss r INAn aim Ope eee eee 2,430 00 
TP CTISIONS rec Ce eee eee ee ee ee ee 3,395 00 
Revenue Services, exclusive of Establishments________ 500 00 
ANGIUMIS ration Ole) UStICe re ee = ee ee 5,200 00 
Clarita ble eA lOwan Ces eae ee es eee ee 5,000 00 
Police and Gaols, exclusive of Establishments _________ 13,000 00 
Pet ae Seek een eed Soe B eo RS eee eines Ae et 700 00 
PLATTS OCC eto tees et 8 Reet Saree es 8 cn es 5,910°00 
Workstancd Buildings: 22 e572 24 eae ee. 5,300 00 
RoadssSticcts sand: Bid sess oo ke See 50,000 00 
Wiscellaneous. Setvicesmssue = ae Rd ee 9,000 00 
DST OReS tee eats Ne hares ae PERE x LEE Ne Al 99,840 00 
Draywbacks.and. Retund.of Duties’. 2. 3 1,100 00 
Kedeniption of Bonds = ee ee ee ee 40,000 00 
SS CENA et Ut Ce ee eee Ore ee) Aer 50,197 00 
Lemporaryil Odin See ee een ee, 70,000 00 
GOVETNMENTLY Esse lsue ss aera er eee eee 11,000 00 


Light-houses 10.000 OU 


Resolved, That this Council is of opinion that the withdrawal of the Stipen- 
diary Magistrates from their respective Districts for any longer period than is 
absolutely necessary for the transaction of public business is highly detrimental 
to the interests of the Colony. 


Resolved, That this Committee is of opinion, that the amalgamation of the 
Gaols of Victoria and New Westminster is advisable, and that such amalgama- 
tion would be attended with a considerable diminution of expense if the 
Prisons were concentrated. 
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Resolved, That this Council recommend that the Salary of the Gold Com- 
missioner for the Columbia and Kootenay District be increased to $3,400; and 
also, that the Salary of the Clerk be increased to what it was last year. 

Resolved, That this Committee recommend the item for Hospitals to be 
increased to $10,000. 

Resolved, That the Council recommend that the item of Rent be increased 
by $350, to pay for the Rent of the Magistrate’s residence at Nanaimo. 

Resolved, That the Government be requested to place on the Estimates the 
sum of $2,000, to improve the Indian Trail from Lytton to Lillooet, on the 
East side of the Fraser. : 

Resolved, That the Government be requested to place on the Estimates the 
sum of $3,000, to improve the Trail from the Douglas Street Road to Burrard 
Inlet, by way of False Creek. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested to appropriate a 
sum sufficient for the construction of a Trail between Williams Creek and 
Musquito Creek. 

Resolved, That the Officers connected with the Assay Office be attached to 
some other Department, so that their large amount of unemployed time may 
be used for the benefit of the public; or that the Government consider the 
possibility of the removal of the Assay Office to some mineral locality in which 
the time of the Department may be fully occupied with advantage to the 
Colony. 

Ordered that the Report of the Committee be adopted,!? and that leave be 
granted to sit again on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Supreme Court Bill. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill with amendments. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Bill be recommitted, with instruc- 
tions to divide the Bill into two parts. 


Ordered accordingly that the Bill be recommitted later in the day. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to bring 
in Fruits Customs Reduction Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, Ordered that the second reading of 
the Patent Slip Bill be deferred till Monday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Barristers’ Bill, 
Ordered that the same be taken further on in the day. 


The Council then adjourned till 8 p.m. 
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On the Council resuming its sitting, pursuant to order, the Council went again 
into Committee on the Supreme Court Bill, 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock on 
Monday next. 


Monday, the 27th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Cox, Elwyn, 
O’Reilly, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Wood, Robson, Spalding. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of Thomas Spence. 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be considered on Tuesday. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read, is as follows:— 


Message No. 12. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council, a correspondence which has 
passed between His Grace the Principal Secretary of State, himself, and the Attorney 
General, respecting the effect of the Act of Union upon the Legislative Constitution 
of the Colony.?° 


Government House, 
27th April, 1868. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Supply. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following sums voted, 
Education 
Conveyatice 0b Malls = ee een ee 29,400, 
the following Resolutions, and that the Estimates are now complete. 
Resolved, That this Committee recommend that the item for Education be 
increased to $10,000. 
Resolved, That a Select Committee be appointed to enquire into the external 
Postal Service of this Colony. 
Ordered that the report be adopted. 
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Pursuant to the last Resolution, the Presiding Member named the following 
Hon. gentlemen to form a Select Committee to report upon the external Postal 
Service :— 

The Hon. Messrs. Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Robson, Helmcken. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 13. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In reply to the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council, on the 6th April, 
the Governor regrets to have to state that the present condition of the Colonial 
Finances will not allow of his proposing any abolition or reduction of the Road 
Tolls during the present year. 


Government House, 
27th April, 1868. 
A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 14. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council, extracts from two Des- 
patches which he has received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies,?1 and 
recommends that the following amendments be made in the Bill entitled “An 
Ordinance to assimilate the Law affecting the Limitation of certain causes of 
Actions and Suits”:— 

That the words “and ‘The extension of Limitation of Foreign Actions Act, 
1861,’ of the formerly separate Colony of Vancouver Island are” be inserted in 
Section I., after the figures “1860,” and that the word “is” in the first line of the 
same Section be struck out. 


Government House, 
27th April, 1868. 

On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the said 
Message be considered in Committee. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee handed in a Resolution, with the request to know, as a 
point of order, if such Resolution could properly be before the Committee when 
taken in consideration with Clause 28 of the Standing Orders. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member ruled, that if the Resolution in question 
were by way of an amendment on an original motion to make the alterations 
sent down by His Excellency, it would be in order; but that if it were to be an 
original motion, apart from the question, it would be out of order. 

The Council went again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly handed 
in the annexed Report for adoption by the Council: — 

Resolved, That the Governor be acquainted that the Council has agreed to 
the amendments proposed by His Excellency to the “Ordinance to assimilate 
the Law affecting the Limitation of certain causes of Suits and Actions;” but 
that the Council recommend that a Bill be introduced to provide for the 
Limitation of Actions at Law, during the present Session. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Fire 
Inquest Bill. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Hudson’s Bay Titles Bill, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Fence Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, asking leave to sit again, and handed 
in the annexed Resolution for the adoption of the Council: — 

That a Committee on the Fence Bill recommend that the same be referred 
to a Select Committee. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 

Pursuant to the above Resolution, the Hon. the Presiding Member named 
the following Honorable gentlemen to form a Select Committee on the Fence 
Bill:— 

The Hon. Messrs. Robson, DeCosmos, Wood, Ball, Elwyn. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos on the 
alteration of the Constitution, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Anatomy Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 15. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to appropriate the sum of Three Hundred and Fifty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred 
and Twenty-Three Dollars and Five Cents, out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony, for the contingent service of the year 1868.” 


Government House, 
27th April, 1868. 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the above Bill be read first 
time to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken in amendment, that it be referred to Committee of 
Ways and Means. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 7. 
So the amendment being lost, and the original motion having been put and 
carried, 
Ordered that the Supply Bill be read first time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the following Bills 
be placed on the Order of the day to-morrow, in the annexed rotation: — 
Committal—Supreme Court Bill. 
- Intestate Estate Sale Bill. 
3rd Reading.—Barristers’ Bill. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock, p.m., to-morrow. 
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Tuesday, the 28th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Ball, Elwyn, 
O’Reilly, Cox, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, Wood, Spalding. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read over and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 16. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Legislative Council of the 
2nd of April, expressing the opinion that Victoria is the place most suitable for the 
Capital of the United Colony. Her Majesty’s Government would seem to lean to 
the same opinion. Under these circumstances, the Governor will cause to be pro- 
claimed, on the Queens’ birthday, the selection of the Capital within the Town 
which bears Her Royal name. 


Government House, 
28th April, 1868. 


A further Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: 
Message No. 17. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has duly received the Resolution of the Legislative Council, 
agreeing that an address be presented to him, praying that he will inform the 
Council of the reply of Her Majesty’s Government to a Resolution, passed April 
2nd, 1867, recommending that the salary of the Governor be paid from Imperial 
funds, and that the Executive have power to simplify, centralize, and reduce the 
departmental system, so as to lessen the public expenditure to such a figure as the 
Colony is able to stand. 

As regards the first point, he would state that he believes the condition of the 
finances of the Colony generally is engaging the attention of the Secretary of State. 

As regards the second, he has to remark that very considerable powers for 
effecting retrenchment are confined to the Governor. He is loath, however, at all 
times to deceive legitimate expectations, and to reduce, without absolute necessity, 
respectable public officers to poverty. 


Government House, 
28th April, 1868. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 18. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Legislative Council, passed 
on the 23rd instant, requesting to be informed what steps, if any, have been taken 
by the Government of this Colony towards the formation of a Dry Dock at 
Esquimalt, or any other part of the Colony. 

Very lengthy correspondence has passed on this subject between His Grace 
the Secretary of State, Rear-Admiral the Hon. G. F. Hastings, and the Governor, 
but it would not be convenient to the public service to lay it before the Council. 

Every effort is being made to carry into effect a work of such great importance 
as that in question. 


Government House, 
28th April, 1868. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 19. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has to acknowledge the receipt of a Resolution from the Legis- 
lative Council, passed on the 24th Instant, enquiring whether Her Majesty’s pleasure 
has been signified with regard to the proposed Ordinance of last Session, respecting 
the disposal of the Crown Lands. 

No decision has been received. It is but right to inform the Council, that the 
Land Bill was accidentally somewhat later in transmission than some of the others. 

Government House, 

28th April, 1868. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave a notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the first reading of the Bill of Supply, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the said Bill be referred to Committee 
of Ways and Means. 
On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 8. 
So the amendment was lost. 
Ordered that the Supply Bill be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read the second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Supreme 
Court Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding, 
Chairman of the Committee, stated that he had been directed to report the Bill 
with amendments. 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved that this Bill be recommitted, to alter Sections 
1 and 3. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 8. Noes 3. 


The names having been taken down by the Clerk, as follows, on request:— 


Messrs. Trutch. Messrs. Helmcken, 
O'Reilly, Hamley, 
Wood, DeCosmos,. 
Ker, 
Ball, 
Spalding, 
Crease, 
Robson. 

So it was carried in the affirmative, and Ordered accordingly. 

The Council went again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Spalding 
reported that in pursuance of an instruction of the Council, the Committee had 
divided the Bill into two, viz.:—The Courts Declaratory Ordinance, 1868, and 
The Supreme Courts Ordinance, which were now reported complete with 
amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that these Bills be severally read 
third time to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 

Intestate Estate Sale Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that the Bill be read third time at 
once. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its 
title be “The Intestate Estate Sale Ordinance, 1868.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Barristers’ Bill, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting that the following Return may be furnished to the Council, viz.:— 
the Arrears of Expenditure outstanding and unpaid at the close of the year 
1867, and the indebtedness of the Colony. 

On the question being put, it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, on 
Confederation, 
Ordered that the same do lapse. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee to consider 
the Petition of Thomas Spence. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chair- 
man of the Committee, handed in the annexed Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 

Resolved, That the Petition of Thomas Spence be referred to His Excellency 
the Governor with the recommendation that the prayer therein contained be 
granted. 

On the question being put, it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Fire Inquest Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the “Fire Enquiry 
Ordinance, 1868.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany Titles Bill. 
Ordered that the same be deferred till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos on the 
Constitution of the Council, 
Ordered that the same be taken as the first Order for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 p. m., 
to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 29th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Hamley, Spalding, Helmcken, DeCosmos, 
Ker, Smith, Elwyn, Cox. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to cause to 
be introduced into the Council, an Ordinance making at least two-thirds of 
the Council elective. 

That the Council in making this request, are impressed with the conviction 
that at this juncture of the affairs of the Colony, it is expedient to alter the 
Constitution of the Council, in order to meet the generally expressed wishes 
of the inhabitants of the Colony. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 4, Noes 4. 
The names were then taken down by the Clerk, as follows:— 


Messrs. Smith, Messrs. Hamley, 
Helmcken, Spalding, 
DeCosmos, Ker, 
Elwyn, Cox. 


Which being a tie vote, the Hon. the Presiding Member cast his vote with 
the Ayes. 
So it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Hudson’s Bay Titles 
Bill, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till later in the day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to introduce 
a Bill amending the Civil List. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member accordingly presented the said Bill, and moved it be now 
read first time. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 5. 


The names having been taken down as follows:— 


Ayes 3. Noes 5. 
Messrs. Smith, Messrs. Elwyn, 
Helmcken, Ker, 
DeCosmos. Cox, 
Spalding, 
Hamley. 


So it passed in the negative, and the Bill was thrown out. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supply Bill, 1868, was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed later in the day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Courts Declaratory Bill was read third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Courts 
Declaratory Ordinance, 1868.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Barristers’ Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Legal Professions 
Ordinance, 1868.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Supreme Court Bill. 
Ordered that the same be deferred till later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Patent Slip Bill, 
Ordered that the same be deferred till later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Fruits Bill, the 
Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 1. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Anatomy Bill, 
Ordered to be committed later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of Loan and Investment Bill, 
Ordered to be Committed later in the day. 


Pursuant to a deferred Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the 
Supply Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ker, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendment. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Read third time accordingly, and Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its 
title be “An Ordinance to appropriate the sum of Three Hundred and Fifty- 
Eight Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three Dollars and Five Cents, 
out of the General Revenue of the Colony, for the contingent service of the 
year 1868.” 


The Hon. Mr. Smith moved that the Standing Orders be suspended, to enable him 
to give notice of motion. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
The Hon. Member then gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 8 o’clock 
p.m. this evening. 


The Council resumed its sitting at 8 o’clock p.m., the following Hon. Members being 
present:—Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ker, Spalding, Cox, Wood, Ball, 
O’Reilly, Elwyn, Helmcken, DeCosmos, Robson. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Titles Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that the Bill be read third time at 
once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and that its title be ““The Hudson Bay Titles Confirmatory Ordinance, 1868.” 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Drawbacks Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable him to bring in a Bill. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
The Hon. Member then introduced the The Thompson River Bridge Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to Order, the Supreme Court Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that the said Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Supreme Courts 
Ordinance, 1868.” 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable him to bring in a Bill. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
The Hon. Member then introduced the County Courts Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Patent Slip Bill, 
a debate arose. 
Which having terminated, and the question of the second reading being put, 
the Council divided. 
Ayes 2. Noes 10. 
The names having been taken down by the Clerk, as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
Messrs. DeCosmos, Messrs. Crease, 
Helmcken. Wood, 
Cox 
O’Reilly, 
Trutch, 
Robson, 
Elwyn, 
Smith, 
Spalding, 
Ker. 
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So it was passed in the negative, and the Bill was thrown out. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Fruit Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that he had been directed to obtain the decision of 
the Presiding Member, as to whether it was competent for this Council to 
initiate a Bill increasing or establishing a tax. 
The Hon. the Presiding Member reserved his judgment. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Anatomy Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 30th day of April, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Ker, Elwyn, Cox, Robson, 
Ball, DeCosmos, Smith, Spalding, Wood, Helmcken. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, The Hon. Mr. Smith moved, the Hon. Mr. 

Spalding seconding, 

That this Council recommend that Flour manufactured from grain grown in 
the Colony be allowed to pass over the Public Roads free of Tolls, and that 
His Excellency be respectfully requested to take the matter under his immedi- 
ate consideration. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

That this Council recommends the payment, at as early a period as may be, 
of the debts of the Royal Columbian Hospital, amounting to some $3,000, in 
consideration of such debt not having arisen from any unusual expenditure in 
the management of the institution, nor from any decrease of private subscrip- 
tions, but simply from the inability of the Government, owing to the financial 
condition of the Colony, to give, during the years 1866 and 1867, the customary 
assistance, although the same was specially provided for by the Estimates of 
each year. The Council would more particularly press this question as the 
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withdrawal of the Seat of Government from New Westminster will, to a marked 
degree, affect the donations towards the support of the institution, while the 
number of patients will in no way diminish thereby. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding, 

That after the figures “$3,000,” in second line, the words “and the debts of 
the Royal Hospital, Victoria,” be added; and that the words at the end of the 
motion, from “The Council” down to “thereby” be erased. 

On the question of these amendments being put, it was carried in the 
affirmative, 

And on the question of the Resolution being passed as amended, being put, 
it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Thompson River Bridge Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the County Courts Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Draw- 
backs Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
On the question of the adoption of the Report being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 7. Noes 7. 


Which being a tie vote, the Hon. the Presiding Member cast his vote with 
the Noes. 
So the Report was lost, and the Bill thrown out accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 20. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that the Law Officers of 
the Crown are of opinion that the Legislature of this Colony had not power, 
under Section 15 of the Imperial Act 20° and 21° Victoria, Cap. 62, to admit, by 
local Ordinance, foreign bottoms to the Colonial trade, and that the provisions 
of Section 5 of this Ordinance (No. 29, 1867) are repugnant to the 168th Section 
of the Imperial Act 16° and 17° Victoria, Cap. 107, and that the object desired 
by that (Sth) Section can only be attained in the manner provided by the 328th 
Clause of the same Act. 


It becomes necessary, therefore, that this Section, though unobjectionable in 
the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government in point of policy, should be repealed. 


The Governor, therefore, lays before the Legislative Council a Bill for the 
purpose. 


The question of proceeding under the 328th Clause may well await another 
Session. 


Government House, 
30th April, 1868. 


Ordered that the said Bill (Shipping Amendment Bill) be now read first 
time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
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Ordered that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable the Bill to be read 
second time forthwith. 

Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 

Bill read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed later in the day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Loan 
and Investment Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to seek the ruling 
of the Presiding Member on the following point of order:— 

That during the discussion of the Bill, attention was called to the fact of 
there being no quorum. 

The questions arising out of this, were as follows:— 

Whether the Council could carry on business in Committee without a 
quorum? and if not, what was the course to be adopted on it being found that 
no quorum existed? 

The Hon. the Presiding Member ruled, that there was nothing in the Stand- 
ing Orders regulating the matter, he should, therefore, rule in accordance 
with usual Parliamentary practice: — 

That when a quorum was found to be wanting in Committee, no business 
could be transacted until a quorum had been made, when business could at 
once be proceeded with. In the event of no quorum being made, that the 
Council would in due course be adjourned, without a question first put, by the 
Senior Member present in order of precedence. 

The Council went again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 8 o’clock 
p. m. this evening. 


The Council resumed its sitting at 8 p. m., pursuant to adjournment. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, O’Reilly, Cox, Smith, 
Wood, Robson, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Spalding, Ball. 


Pursuant to a deferred Order, the Council went into Committee on the Loan Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Cox, Chairman 
of the Committee, stated that he had been directed to report progress. 
On the question of the adoption of the Report being put the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 6. 
So the motion was lost, and the Bill lapsed. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Anatomy Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, it was found that the Com- 
mittee had risen without report. 
So the Bill lapsed. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the commital of the Fruits Bill, 

The Hon. the Presiding Member gave his judgment on the question of order 
that had been referred to him on the occasion of this Bill being last in Com- 
mittee, as follows:— 

The point submitted to me for decision is whether the Bill is a Tax Bill? 
and if it be a Tax Bill, whether it is in order, having originated in the Legis- 
lative Council? 

I have examined the Bill, and find that it proposes to increase the Duties of 
Customs at present levied on certain Fruits. It is, therefore, undoubtedly a 
Bill imposing Taxes, and being such I must rule that it is out of order, as it 
originated in the Council. 

The constitutional responsibility of proposing Taxes rests with the Crown. 

It is for the people to grant or refuse. 

This responsibility cannot be constitutionally assumed by any Legislative 
body, unless such body be specially empowered thereto by statutory enact- 
ment. 

No such power is delegated to this Council. 

I have considered the point raised that the Governor, as Representative of 
the Crown, can undoubtedly propose Tax Bills; and as the Governor is a 
Member of, and can sit in, this Council, therefore such Bills can originate in 
this Council; but I must hold that this circumstance does not affect the ques- 
tion. 

The Governor, as a Member of this Council, simply acquires thereby the 
same Legislative functions as any other Member; as a Member of the Coun- 
cil, he possesses no more power than any other Member; he is governed by the 
same Standing Orders, and must conform to the same rules. Such Legislative 
functions are wholly distinct and separate from his Executive office as a Rep- 
resentative of the Crown. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the County Courts Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Shipping Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ker, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Thompson Bridge Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ker, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 12 o’clock 
to-morrow. 
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Friday, the Ist day of May, 1868. 


The Council met at 12 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Ker, Cox, Elwyn, 
DeCosmos, Helmcken, Wood, Robson, Spalding, Smith, Ball. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to Order, the Shipping Bill was read third time, and it was Resolved that 
this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Shipping Amendment Ordinance, 1868.” 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to appropriate 
a sum of money sufficient to pay off the indebtedness of the Vancouver Island 
Schools. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Crease 
seconding, 

That the words from “the” to “Schools” be struck out, and the following 
substituted: “such part of the indebtedness of the Vancouver Island Schools as 
the Governor shall deem fair under all the circumstances of the case.” 

On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 


Ayes 8. Noes 5. 
Messrs. Cox, Messrs. Trutch, 

Ball, DeCosmos, 

Elwyn, Helmcken, 

Ker, Wood, 

Robson, Smith. 

Spalding, 

Hamley, 

Crease. 


The names having been taken down on request. 

So it passed in the affirmative. 

And on the motion having been put as amended it passed in the affirmative, 
and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Thompson River Bridge 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ker, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill be read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and its title be “The Thompson Bridge Ordinance, 1868.” 


The Hon. Mr. Crease, Chairman of a Select Committee, appointed to enquire into 
external Postal matters, brought up a Report. 
Ordered that the same be received and read. 
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Read as follows:— 


The Select Committee appointed to consider and advise on the external Postal 
relations of this Colony, with the Imperial, Foreign, and Colonial Post Office Depart- 
ments, having carefully considered the subject, and taken evidence thereon, beg to 
report to your Honorable Council :— 

That, it is advisable that your Honorable Council recommend the Executive 
to enter into arrangements for providing direct steam communication between Vic- 
toria and San Francisco, at intervals of not less than once every three weeks, at a 
monthly subsidy of not exceeding One Thousand Dollars; but that no agreement 
should extend beyond the close of the present year. The Council trusting that the 
inconvenience of the external Postal Service of the Colony having attracted the 
attention of the Mother Country, some more permanent and satisfactory arrange- 
ment will by that time be completed. 

And that should the above recommendations not be carried out, that the 
Government be advised to make such arrangements for external Postal Service for 
any less sum, as they may deem expedient, either by way of San Francisco, or 
Olympia. 

(Signed ) H. P. P. CREASE, 
Chairman of Select Committee. 


According to Order, the Council went again into Committee on the County Courts 
Bill. 


The Presiding Member resumed the Chair, no report having been sent in by 
the Committee. 
So the Bill lapsed. 


After which, His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Esquire, Governor of the Colony, 
having entered the Council Chamber, attended by his Private Secretary, and, 
being seated in the President’s Chair, made the following Speech proroguing 
the Council:— 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


I think I can, without detriment to the Public interests, relieve you to-day 
from further attendance on your Legislative duties. I have no doubt that the 
people of the Colony will concur with me in acknowledging the public spirit and 
industry you have displayed during this short but important Session. 

I will take the proposed measures of Legislation into consideration first. 

I assent, in Her Majesty’s name, to the following Bills: — 

The Courts Declaratory Ordinance, 1868; 

The Limitation of Actions Ordinance; 

The Hudson’s Bay Titles Confirmatory Ordinance; 
The Fire Enquiry Ordinance; 

The Legal Professions Ordinance; 

The Intestate Estate Ordinance; 

The Trustees’ Relief Ordinance; 

The Shipping Amendment Ordinance; 

The Thompson Bridge Ordinance; 


Finally, I assent with satisfaction to the Appropriation Ordinance. You may 
rely on the utmost economy in the expenditure of funds placed at the disposal of 
the Government. 

With every respect for the ladies composing the Society of the Sisters of 
St. Ann, I must hesitate before bestowing the Royal Assent on the Bill for their 
Incorporation. 

The Bill proposing to establish a Supreme Court of Justice in British Columbia, 
I shall reserve for Her Majesty’s consideration. 

I turn now to the Resolutions in favor of certain future measures of Legis- 
lation. 

I have to state that I quite agree with you in the opinion that some general 
Law regulating the acquisition of mineral land is urgently required. Under the 
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present absence of system, land is frequently locked up, to the detriment of the 
Colony, in the hands of Companies who have not capital to work its mineral 
wealth, and conditions frequently onerous are on the other hand imposed in the 
leases, the observance of which the Government has not the means of looking to. 
The question shall receive my careful attention during the recess. 

I do not yet feel sufficiently acquainted with the practical working of the Van- 
couver Island Road Act to judge of its applicability to the districts immediately 
surrounding New Westminster. 

The protection of native grown Fruits seems hardly a sufficient cause for dis- 
turbing the Customs Tariff of the Colony only passed last year. 

No one is more impressed than I am with the desirability of establishing a 
Court of Appeal in this Colony. 

Perhaps of the duties devolving on the Governor of a new Colony there are 
none so agreeable as the opening up of the Country and developing its resources. 
Therefore I shall be happy, if I can find the means, to form a trail—if only passable 
for mules—through the Eagle Pass. 

I think that we shall be able to survey a line for a road from Pitt River to 
St. Mary’s Mission this year, but I see no chance of the funds being immediately 
forthcoming for its formation. 

I fear that I shall not be able to sanction the employment of the prisoners in 
the formation of a waggon road from Gold Stream to Cowichan. There are many 
points to be considered in the working of men whom we hope to reclaim. 

The important Resolutions passed by your Honorable Council in Committee 
of supply shall receive ample attention. I shall be but too happy to attend to the 
general purport of your Resolution in favour of aid to the Hospitals. Nor shall the 
subject of Education be overlooked. 

Some misapprehension exists as to the size of the Buonaparte Reserves. Their 
extent is but one-half of that stated in the Petition presented to you. I will see if 
they can be still further reduced, but I apprize you that the land which could be 
reclaimed from the Indians would barely pay for the expense of the survey. 

I notice that while adhering to your vote of last year, in favour of Confedera- 
tion with Canada, you are of opinion that it is not necessary to take any further 
steps in the matter at present. I think your Resolution a wise one. The question 
is by no means slumbering; but the difficulties of the project are seen clearer by those 
who have a wider range of vision than we can possess, and without whose material 
assistance our efforts would be but vain. 

You desire a larger popular element in the Honorable Council. Possibly a 
too violent reaction from an unsatisfactory state of things has taken place. All 
must admit that the present Legislative Constitution is theoretically unsuited to the 
Government of any large English community. My faith in the future of British 
Columbia leads me to consider it but provisional. I shall carefuly consider the 
nature of the recommendation, if any, which I tender to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State in the matter. 

Firmly believing that the affairs of the Colony are gradually, though slowly, 
improving, I think that when next the Legislative Council meets, a more grateful 
task will be before them than you had to deal with at the commencement of this 
Session. 

1 now bring it to a close. 

I prorogue this Legislative Council and the same is hereby prorogued accord- 
ingly. 
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WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG, ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY AND PRESIDING MEMBER. 
HENRY P. PELLEW CREASE, ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


JOSEPH WILLIAM TRUTCH, CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND 
SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


WYMOND OGILVY HAMLEY, COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 
ARTHUR THOMAS BUSHBY, ACTING POSTMASTER GENERAL. 
EDWARD GRAHAM ALSTON, J. P. 
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EDWARD HOWARD SANDERS, J. P. 

GEORGE ANTHONY WALKEM, J. P. 

THOMAS LETT Woop, J. P. 

WILLIAM WEIR CARRALL, CARIBOO. 

JOHN C. DAVIE, VICTORIA DISTRICT. 

MONTAGUE WILLIAM TYRWHITT DRAKE, VICTORIA CITY. 
HENRY HAVELOCK, YALE. 

JOHN SEBASTIAN HELMCKEN, VICTORIA CITY. 

THOMAS B. HUMPHREYS, LILLOOET. 

DAVID BABINGTON RING, NANAIMO. 

JOHN ROBSON, NEW WESTMINSTER. 
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FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


f3$ PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency FREDERICK SEYMOUR, ESQUIRE, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief in and over the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice- 
Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c., &c. 





To the Honorable the Legislative Councillors of the said Colony, and every of 
them, and whom else it may concern; 


Greeting. 


NOW YE that I, FREDERICK SEYMouR, under and by virtue of all powers and 

authorities in me in that behalf vested, do hereby command and, by the tenor 

of these presents, enjoin you and each of you that on Thursday, the seventeenth 

day of December, One thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, at the Council 

Chamber, Victoria, personally you be and appear FOR THE DISPATCH OF 

BUSINESS, to treat and conclude upon those things which in the said Legislative 
Council may be ordained. 

GIVEN under my hand and the Public Seal of the Colony, at Government 
House, Victoria, in the Colony of British Columbia, this third day of 
December, in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
eight, and in the thirty-second year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 

By His Excellency’s Command. 
WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 


NOTICE. 


COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 
3rd December, 1868. 





1 obedience to Her Majesty’s command, the Governor has appointed the follow- 
ing Public Officers to be, during Her Majesty’s pleasure, Members of the 
Legislative Council of British Columbia:— 
The Honorables 

William Alexander George Young, 

Henry Pering Pellew Crease, 

Joseph William Trutch, 

Wymond Ogilvy Hamley, 

Arthur Thomas Bushby, 
the Officers lawfully acting for the time being as Colonial Secretary, as Attorney 
General, as Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, as Collector of Customs, as 
Postmaster General, respectively, for the said Colony. 


The Governor has been further pleased to appoint the undermentioned gentle- 
men to be Members of the said Legislative Council, viz: — 
The Honorables 
Edward Graham Alston, 
Henry Maynard Ball, 
Henry Holbrook, 
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Peter O’Reilly, 

Augustus Frederick Pemberton, 
Edward Howard Sanders, 
George Anthony Walkem, 
Thomas Lett Wood. 


The following appointments to the Council have been made by the Governor, 
in deference to the wishes of the people, as expressed in the Districts mentioned 
after each Honorable gentleman’s name:— 


The Honorables 
William Weir Carrall, Cariboo, 
John C. Davie, Victoria District, 
Montague William Tyrwhitt Drake, Victoria City, 
Henry Havelock, Yale, 
John Sebastian Helmcken, Victoria City, 
Thomas B. Humphreys, Lillooet, 
David Babington Ring, Nanaimo, 
John Robson, New Westminster. 


Provided, always, that such appointments as last mentioned shall be provisional 
only as aforesaid; and provided, also, that they shall continue in force, unless pre- 
viously determined, until the first day of August, A.D. 1871, and no longer. 


By His Excellency’s Command. 
WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 


Thursday, the 17th day of December, 1868. 


Pursuant to the above Proclamation, the Legislative Council met this day, 
the following Members being present:— 


The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, Ball, Pember- 
ton, Drake, Helmcken, Alston, Wood, Carrall, Davie, Ring, Walkem. 


At 2 o’clock p.m., His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Governor of the 
Colony, entered the Council Chamber, accompanied by his Private Secretary, 
and, being seated in the President’s Chair, administered the oaths of allegiance 
and office to the Members present. 


His Excellency then delivered the following gracious Speech: — 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


In meeting you for the first time in our new Capital, it is my pleasing duty to 
state that the Colony does not appear to be in a position to create despondency. 

It is true that the brilliant days of the early discovery of gold have not returned, 
nor do they seem likely to do so. The bars on the Fraser which once furnished 
occupation to ten or twelve thousand men are now abandoned to the rockers of 
some half-dozen Chinamen. Yet Cariboo, in spite of the disastrous fire at Barker- 
ville, which awoke all our sympathies, continues to improve. New creeks of great 
promise are being discovered in the District, and I am informed that the yield of 
gold will exceed that of any preceding year. Further South, at the Kootenay, a new 
Gold Field, of which the most favourable expectations are entertained, is already 
being worked by a considerable body of Miners. The farming resources of the 
Country are being developed to an extent little anticipated at the time when Gold 
Mining was the prominent thought in every mind. In the Yale District alone 
forty-six new farms were established previous to the month ending with August, in 
the year about to expire. Nor must I forget to congratulate you on the extensive 
exportation of Spars and Lumber which we now see going on, and on the general 
prosperity of our principal Coal Mines. 
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Before entering formally on the business of the present Session, it will be well 
that I should inform you of the fate of the measures already passed. The great 
majority of the Ordinances have been confirmed by Her Majesty. I shall not 
mention them in detail, but I specify those which have not been thus favourably 
received. 

The Act to incorporate the Sisters of Saint Ann has been thought to savour 
too much of the principles of Mortmain. 

The Mortgage Bill is considered objectionable by the Secretary of State, who 
has consequently been unable to advise its allowance by Her Majesty. Further 
information on this subject shall be laid before you by Message. 

A decision on the Land Bill of the last Session is deferred, pending the con- 
sideration of certain returns which I have, by command, forwarded to the Secretary 
of State. 

The Judiciary Bill has not been allowed: nor can it be so, until Her Majesty’s 
Government are in a position to provide for one of the two Chief Justices of the 
Colony. No exertion has been wanting on my part in the past, nor shall be in the 
future, to secure a solution of an embarrassing question. 

To turn to the work before us. I shall lay before you a Bill to provide for the 
fencing of land in British Columbia. The subject is one of very considerable 
difficulty, and I should have hesitated in moving in it, but that I know that the 
measure will not pass through your hands without ample consideration. 

It has been found that the system of Royalties and Inspection of Accounts on 
behalf of the Government now in use in the Mining Leases of the Crown, by no 
means give satisfaction to the people, nor profit to the Treasury. Companies like- 
wise object to the usual clauses, under the present leasing system, to ensure effectual 
working, and to satisfy the Government as to the amount of Capital paid up. 
I propose to you to abandon the principle of Mining Leases save as ancillary to the 
general system which I am about to submit. It is desirable, in my opinion, that 
any person of whatever nationality, who shall duly, as will be provided, obtain and 
effectually work a tract of Mining Ground, should have every facility for acquiring 
a Fee. The Bill will be so soon before you that I shall not enter into further 
details. Suffice it to say that you will find it sufficiently liberal. The machinery 
for working the measure is largely borrowed from the Gold Mining Laws which 
have given general satisfaction. Silver, Copper, Lead, Cinnabar, and Coal are 
within the provisions of the Bill. As I contemplate obtaining a very large renun- 
ciation of the rights of the Crown, a suspending clause will be necessary in our 
enactment. 

Some amendments in the Vancouver Island Road Act shall be proposed to you. 

A Bill is in preparation, intended to confer very considerable powers upon a 
Board of Health to be appointed in case of need by the Governor. 

The scarcity of our securities in the market, and the high price which they com- 
mand, shews that confidence in the financial stability of the Colony is sufficiently 
restored to justify me in proposing to you the establishment of a Savings Bank. 
A Bill for the purpose will be laid before you. I propose that a moderate rate of 
interest shall be allowed on deposits above a certain amount, and that the depositor 
shall have the security of the General Revenue. 

A Bill to legalize the unforeseen Expenditure of the year 1867 is ready for your 
consideration. Let me assure you that it contains nothing unusual. There are 
certain amounts paid for compensation to Public Servants for loss of office, and 
others to cover the necessary expenses growing out of the now almost forgotten 
complications on Grouse Creek. 

The Estimates for the ensuing year shall be brought at once before you. It is 
therefore needless that I should enter into any lengthened consideration of their 
details. They are not unreasonable. The expectations for 1869 are founded upon 
the experience of 1868. The accounts have not yet been received from the outlying 
districts of this vast territory; but we are already in a position to state that the 
Receipts will, within a few dollars, equal the Revenue estimated for the current 
year. I am not aware of any unusual expenditure for which to invoke your support. 
The Public debt has been considerably reduced, yet large sums have been expended 
on works of public utility, such as keeping the main lines of communication with 
the Gold Mines and the logging stations in a good condition. Certain Bridges near 
Victoria have been repaired. A new one is in course of construction, and the 
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channel within our harbour is now being clearly marked out. The Buoys at the 
mouth of the Fraser have been put into repair again. 

As the Revenue shows more elasticity you will find in the Estimates for 1869 a 
greater amount than usual asked for the repair of the Public Roads, and for the 
support of Schools and Hospitals. It is sought likewise to obtain a large grant for 
Public Works. A moderate amount will be required of you for the establishment 
of a branch of the Government Assay Office in Cariboo. No increase of Public 
Officers will be necessary for the purpose. The present staff will be simply divided. 
I have not in the Estimates asked for a grant, but, should the finances allow of it, 
the Executive Government will be prepared to assume the responsibility of antici- 
pating the wishes of the public by removing one of the Sister Rocks which render 
difficult, if not dangerous, the navigation of a portion of Fraser River. 

The Salaries will be much the same as in 1868. A Return shall be laid before 
you shewing the great reduction of the Civil Establishment that has been made 
since the Union of the Colonies, exhibiting a total saving of $67,043. 

Previous to Union, I had reduced the expenditure on Salaries on the Mainland 
by $21,049, making a total saving since my assumption of the Government of the 
continental portion of the Colony of $88,092. It has been by unmitigated economy. 
I have never appointed a higher Officer than a Constable. 

Having just referred to the repairing of the Bridges leading towards Esquimalt, 
I suggest for your consideration, whether it might not be advisable, if it can be 
done without injury to the Harbour of Victoria, to shorten the distance between 
the two Ports, by the erection of a Bridge from the foot of Johnson Street to the 
Indian Reserve. An Ordinance for the purpose would, I believe, be required. 
But we are not pressed for time. The repaired Bridges will last a few years longer. 

Several gentlemen connected with this Colony and with the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany have, in England, made efforts to procure the admission of British Columbia 
into any Treaty of Reciprocity which may be negotiated with the United States, in 
regard to the trade of the Eastern Colonies. The question having been brought 
before me, I find it one of considerable difficulty, and I shall be glad if you will 
favour me with your advice in arriving at an opinion as to its expediency. 

My attention has been more than once called to the desire of a large portion of 
the community that this Colony should enter into Confederation with the Dominion 
of Canada. There is no Englishman who would not rejoice to see a vast State, 
still under his own flag, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific; but the practical 
difficulties of effecting a Union with our far distant fellow Colonists on the other 
Ocean are very great. I telegraphed, on the 11th March, 1867, to urge that a pro- 
vision be inserted in the Bill then before Parliament, for the ultimate admission of 
British Columbia into the Eastern Confederacy. Thus anticipating, by seven days, 
the formal resolution expressive of the wishes of the Legislative Council on the 
point. I am informed, in reply, as I stated on a previous occasion, that “the 
“question must at all events await the time when the intervening Territory, now 
“under the control of the Hudson’s Bay Company, shall have been incorporated 
“with the Confederation.” 


When transmitting formally the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council, I 
expressed myself desirous of seeing the project carried out, if it were practicable. 
To this, and to all my further communications to the Secretary of State on the 
subject, the reply has simply been that my despatches have been forwarded to the 
Governor of Canada. 


If I may judge from some unofficial letters I have received, there is a desire on 
the part of Her Majesty’s Government to see all Her possessions on the Continent of 
North America united, but the Secretary of State, with more information before 
him that we can possess, thinks the obstacles to the scheme to be extremely 
formidable. 


It is not improbable that the natural desire of the people to take a larger share 
in the conduct of public affairs, and in the Government of the Colony, has led to 
the wish for union with a self-governing kindred State, regardless of the natural, 
physical, and administrative difficulties which present themselves. It is not for me 
to rake up the controversies of the past, or enquire why the liberal institutions 
accorded to one portion of the Colony were not considered to have been perfectly 
successful. The principal was right. Being of this opinion, I have taken an 
important step towards bringing about a greater freedom of communion, between the 
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Government and the people. I have obtained Her Majesty’s gracious permission 
to place within the Executive Council two gentlemen, Members of your House, 
not necessarily connected in any way with the Government. Assisted by this recon- 
stituted Council of Advice, I shall proceed to consider whether some reconstruction 
might not also be desirable in the Legislative body. 


One change appears to me perfectly simple and unobjectionable, and that is, 
under our present restricted Constitution, to allow the people to elect their repre- 
sentatives, without having to obtain the concurrence of the Governor in their choice. 


The more the population of the Colony increases, and the greater its prosperity 
so much the easier will it be to introduce the principles of self-government. 


For an increase of population and a return of prosperity I confidently look. It 
is but natural that in a community which in its early days has been thrown upon its 
own resources, there should be violent oscillations between extreme confidence and 
equal despondency. I think that the Colony is now, however, entering on a condi- 
tion of moderate but progressive prosperity, and I can hardly long for the vast tide 
of immigration which, on its influx, a few years ago, created exaggerated expecta- 
tions, and on its ebb left disappointed hopes and much misery behind. There is 
now every evidence of individual well-being. The rate of wages is high; a con- 
siderable public revenue is raised under a tariff, the main principle of which is the 
taxing of luxuries. If it be contended that the aggregate community is deeply in 
debt, I reply that our debt does not exceed two years revenue. I know of no State 
in Europe, or on this Continent, whose liabilities are comparatively so light. 


Did I consider that the embers of discord have burnt out, I should feel especial 
satisfaction in meeting you at a time of the year when we are about to com- 
memorate the greatest event the world has seen; a time when, after pouring out 
our love and gratitude to the Almighty, our one object is to cultivate the affection 
of our kindred, and the friendship and regard of our fellow men. 


His Excellency then left the Council Chamber. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


The Presiding Member acquainted the Council that in order to prevent any mistakes 
he had obtained a copy of the Governor’s Speech. 


Ordered that the same be read aloud by the Clerk. 
Read accordingly. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Hon. Mr. Bushby seconding, 
Ordered, That the Governor’s Speech be printed for the use of Members. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding, 


Resolved, That a Select Committee, to be named by the Presiding Member, 
be appointed to draw up and submit a reply to His Excellency’s gracious 
Speech. 


The following Hon. Members were named accordingly: The Hon. Messrs. 
Ball, Carrall, Drake, Alston, Davie. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of 3 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Walkem then moved that the Council do now adjourn till 1 o’clock 
on Monday. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the Council adjourn 
till 3 o’clock on Friday. 


174 17 DECEMBER 1868 


The amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 5. Noes 8. 
So the amendment was lost. 
The original motion having been put and carried, the Council adjourned 
till 1 o’clock on Monday, the 21st instant. 


Monday, the 21st day of December, 1868. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, O’Reilly, Hamley, 
Pemberton, Ring, Wood, Davie, Walkem, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, 
Drake. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member produced a Dedimus Potestatem from the Governor, 
empowering him to swear in Members of the Council during the present 
Session, and read the same aloud as follows: — 


FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
To William Alexander George Young, Esquire, Presiding Member of the Legis- 
lative Council of British Columbia, and whom else it may concern; 
Greeting. 


KNow YE that J, FREDERICK SEYMOUR, Governor of the Colony of British 
Columbia, reposing especial trust and confidence in the fidelity, learning, and 
integrity of the said William Alexander George Young, and under and by virtue of 
all powers and authorities me the said Frederick Seymour, as such Governor, in 
that behalf enabling, have appointed, and by these presents do give and grant unto 
the said William Alexander George Young, full power and authority to administer 
the customary oath to Members of the Legislative Council, during the present 
Session. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member then administered the customary oath to Henry 
Havelock, Esquire, who was introduced to the Council Chamber, and took his 


seat at the Board. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from Joseph Carruthers Nicholson.! 
Ordered to be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be printed. 


The Hon. Mr. Davie presented a Petition from certain inhabitants of Vancouver 
Island, in reference to a Fence Bill. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


1 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
1868-1869, pp. i-il. 
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The Hon. the Presiding Member then administered the customary oath to Peter 
O’Reilly, Esquire, who was introduced to the Council Chamber, and took his 
seat at the Council Board. 


The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to draw up and 
submit a report in reply to His Excellency’s opening Speech, brought up the 
same. 


Ordered that the same be read aloud by the Clerk. 
Read accordingly as follows: — 


To His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Colony of British Columbia, &c., &c., &ce. 


We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, Members of the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia, in Council assembled, have heard with feelings of 
satisfaction the great improvement visible in the general prosperity of the Colony. 

The great advance which has taken place, not only in the Agricultural Districts 
and Gold Fields, but also in the increased exportation of Coal, Spars, and Lumber 
induce us to believe that our progress will be steady and permanent. 

We beg to assure Your Excellency that all the measures which are brought 
under our consideration shall receive our most careful attention. 

It is to be regretted that Her Majesty’s Government has not thought it expedient 
to pass the Judiciary Bill, but we trust that some measure will be introduced during 
the present Session, which will terminate the existing anomalies in the adminis- 
tration of the law, and to which Her Majesty will be able to assent. 

A Fence Bill is one which will confer a great boon on the Settlers. The 
importance of a good Mineral Law cannot be too highly estimated, and we are 
glad to hear from Your Excellency that the measure to be proposed will be liberal 
in its character, and trust that it will lead to the increased development of the 
vast mineral resources known to exist in the Colony. 

We congratulate Your Excellency on the improved financial condition of the 
Colony, and the reduction which has been effected in the public debt. Fully 
impressed with the importance of exercising a rigid economy in all Departments 
of the Government, the Estimates prepared on this basis will receive our support. 

We view with satisfaction the prospect of an increased expenditure on Public 
Works, as the opening up and repair of roads to various parts of this large territory 
affords the only permanent means of settling the Country. 

We are glad that the important topics of Reciprocity with the United States and 
Confederation with the Dominion of Canada will be discussed, and trust that 
some satisfactory solution of these important questions will be arrived at. 

We cordially concur with Your Excellency in believing that the time has now 
arrived when the people should have the full right of electing their representatives 
in the Legislature, and we hope that its constitution will be still further amended, 
so as to develop with greater freedom the principles of self-government. 

In conclusion, we trust that all classes and parties will harmoniously work 
together for the common good, and endeavour by wise measures, under the Divine 
blessing, to win for the Colony a high position amongst the Dependencies of Great 
Britain. 

(Signed ) H. M. BALL, 
Chairman of the Select Committee. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Hon. Mr. Ring seconding, 
Ordered, That the above Report be adopted. 
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On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly seconding, 
Resolved, That the Presiding Member be requested to learn at what hour 
His Excellency the Governor would be prepared to receive the reply of the 
Council. 
The Council adjourned during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, the Presiding Member acquainted them that 
His Excellency was prepared to receive the Council at their convenience. 
The Council adjourned during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, the Presiding Member informed the Council 
that, attended by the Members of the Council, he had waited on the Governor 
to present the address in reply to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening of 
the Council, and that His Excellency had been pleased to make thereto the 
following rejoinder: — 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


I have received with much satisfaction the address you have been good enough 
to present to me. I sincerely trust that the efforts we are about to make for the 
improvement of the Colony will be attended with success. I am glad that you have 
placed on record your conviction of the enormous resources of the Colony; and, 
turning to the last paragraph, let me assure you that on my part nothing will be 
wanting to keep alive the good feeling which I trace in your address. 


Pursant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Fence Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for 7th January, 1869. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Savings Banks Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second Reading ordered for 7th January, 1869. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Mining Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for 20th January, 1869. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved for leave to bring 
in a Bill altering the Constitution of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 
Whereupon a debate arose, 
Which having lasted some time, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, 
Ordered that the debate be adjourned till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved for leave to introduce 
the Customs Drawback Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
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Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on the 8th January, 1869. 


The Standing Orders having been suspended for the purpose, the Hon. Mr. Helm- 
cken gave notice of 2 motions. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 2 o’clock 
to-morrow, the 22nd instant. 


Tuesday, the 22nd day of December, 1868. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Pemberton, Ring, Wood, Davie, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, 
Walkem. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake presented a Petition from the Victoria Fire Department. 
Ordered that the same be received and do lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that a day be 
named for consideration in Committee of the whole of that part of His Excel- 
lency’s address relating to a Reciprocity Treaty with the United States of North 
America. 

Ordered that the question be considered in Committee on Monday, the 
12th January, 1869. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Walkem seconding, and it was 
Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
transmit to this Council any papers relating to (1) The Land Bill; (2) The 
Judiciary Bill; (3) The Reciprocity Treaty with the United States of America; 
(4) The question of Confederation with Canada. 


On the Order of the day being read for a question standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Drake, 
On the motion of the Hon. Member, Ordered, That the same be postponed 
till 12th January, 1869. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked the following 
questions of the Acting Colonial Secretary: — 
Whether it be the intention of the Executive to make provision for the 
encouragement of Immigration? 
Whether it be the intention of the Executive to open the Eagle Pass route at 
an early date? 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to bring in 
Registration of Voters Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on the 13th January, 1869. 


On the Order of the day being read for resuming the adjourned debate on the 
Hon. Mr. Helmcken’s motion for leave to bring in a Bill altering the Constitu- 
tion of the Executive and Legislative Councils, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable him to give a further notice on this subject. 

The Standing Orders having been suspended, the Hon. Member gave a 
notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 7th 
January, 1869, at 1 o’clock. 


Thursday, the 7th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, purspant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, 
Pemberton, Ball, Walkem, Wood, Alston, Drake, Carrall, Helmcken, Davie, 
Humphreys, Havelock. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Thomas Basil Humphreys, Esq., was then introduced to the Council Chamber, and 
the customary oaths having been administered to him by the Presiding Mem- 
ber, took his seat at the Council Board. 


The Hon. Mr. Davie presented a Petition from the Settlers of Cowichan. 
Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Havelock gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of 2 motions. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken rose to speak to a question of privilege, and moved the 
following Resolution: — 
That a Committee be appointed to enquire into the allegations contained in 
the Petition of J. C. Nicholson, with power to send for papers and persons, 
and to report to this Council at the earliest possible opportunity. 
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Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 

Resolution withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Fence Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Savings Banks Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie asked leave to bring in 
Wolves and Panthers Destruction Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Council 
go into Committee to consider a Resolution in reference to the alteration of 
the Constitution of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 

Ordered that the Council go into Committee accordingly. 

The Presiding Member left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Chairman handed in a 
report. 

Whereupon, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council went 
again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock, to-morrow. 


Friday, the 8th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, 
Ball, Walkem, Alston, Drake, Carrall, Helmcken, Davie, Humplireys, Ring, 
Havelock. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Havelock gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Drawback Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, the Hon. Mr. Ball seconding, 

That this Bill be referred to a Select Committee to report upon; and the 
said Committee shall also enquire whether any other changes in the Customs 
Laws would be beneficial to the interests of the Colony; if so, specifying the 
same. That the said Committee shall have power to send for persons and 
papers, and move from place to place, and make record of the evidence. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved 
accordingly. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Select Committee: — 
The Hon. Messrs. Walkem, Ball, Hamley, Drake, Helmcken, Bushby, 
Havelock. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken, in reference to the repeal of the Crown Salaries Act, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Havelock asked the Hon. the 
Attorney General Whether it is the intention of the Government to introduce 
a Bill for a uniform system of Education for the Colony? 
The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of the Hon. Mr. Davie, in reference 
to the Petition from the Settlers of Cowichan, 
On the motion of the Hon. Member, Ordered that leave be granted to with- 
draw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie asked the Acting Colonial 
Secretary Whether any and what steps have been taken by the Government 
towards the discovery of the perpetrators of the Salt Spring Island Murder? 

The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Fence 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council resumed, in Committee, the adjourned 
consideration of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken’s Resolution in respect to altering 
the Constiution of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Alston, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 11th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, O’Reilly, Hamley, 
Pemberton, Ring, Wood, Davie, Walkem, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, 
Drake, Bushby, Sanders, Humphreys, Robson, Holbrook. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Edward Howard Sanders, John Robson, and Henry Holbrook, Esquires, were then 
introduced into the Council Chamber, and, the customary oaths having been 
administered by the Presiding Member, took their seats at the Council Board. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of 4 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, Ordered, That the Standing Orders be 
suspended to enable the Hon. Mr. Havelock to present a Petition. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended accordingly, 
The Hon. Mr. Havelock presented a Petition from the inhabitants of Lytton. 
Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee to consider the 
question of Reciprocity with the United States of America. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that some progress had been made with the 
Resolutions, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted, and that the same do stand as the first Order 
of the day on Wednesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked leave to introduce 
the Loan and Investment Bill. 


Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on the Monday, the 18th instant. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow, the 12th instant. 
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Tuesday, the 12th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Pemberton, Ring, Wood, Davie, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, 
Walkem, O’Reilly, Sanders, Robson, Holbrook, Humphreys. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake asked the Hon. the Attorney 
General Whether it is the intention of the Government to bring in any measure 
to amalgamate the Laws of this Colony, and whether any steps will be taken 
to grant to the Supreme Courts of this Colony concurrent jurisdiction? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring asked what amount of public 
funds have been expended by the Government on the Roads and Bridges in 
the District of Nanaimo, since Union? 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding, 
That the Governor be respectfully requested to furnish this Council with a 
Return of the amount of Revenue contributed or collected from Nanaimo since 
the Union. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Ring, for leave to bring in a Bill relating to Crown Costs, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the same till Friday. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Postponed till Friday accordingly. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked leave to bring in Anatomy Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday, the 18th instant. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked the Government to extend aid to 
the Cariboo Literary Institute. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked the Government if they intend to 
extend aid to the Barkerville Fire Department, and if so, how much? 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked the Government if they cannot 
increase, this year, the allowance to Cariboo Hospital? 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 
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According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Davie asked leave to bring in a Cattle Protection 
Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Holbrook seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to order that a 
sum of money be set aside for the establishment of a School at Lillooet and 
Clinton. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Alston moved, the Hon. Mr. Hol- 
brook seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting him to furnish this Council with a Return, as soon as it may be 
convenient, of the names of the Teachers of Common Schools in Vancouver 
Island, to whom salaries have been paid, since the Union of the Colonies up 
to the 31st December, 1868, with the amounts so paid. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook 
seconding, 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to transmit a 
Bill to this Council to enact that Supplies for Ships’ use going to Foreign parts 
may be had free of Customs Duties, the law now in force being very injurious 
to Commerce. 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Alston 
seconding, 
That this question be referred to the Select Committee upon the Drawback 
Bill, to be included in their enquiry, and form the subject of a Special Report. 
On the amendment being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 
Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked the Government if the Salaries of 


the School Teachers of Vancouver Island, previous to Union, have been paid? 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Savings Banks Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Friday 
next. 


The Hon. Mr. Bushby asked to be relieved from serving on the Committee on the 
Drawback Bill. 
The Hon. the Presiding Member named the Hon. Mr. Robson to serve on 
the said Committee. 


184 12 JANUARY 1869 


The Hon. Mr. Davie, pursuant to Order, called the special and early attention of 
the Government to the state of the Saanich and Metchosin Roads. 
The Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works replied. 


The Hon. Mr. Havelock, pursuant to Order, moved the following Resolution, the 
Hon. Mr. Humphreys seconding:— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that immediate steps be taken towards removing one of the “‘Sister’s” 
Rocks in Fraser River. 

On the question being put it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked the Hon. the Acting Colonial 
Secretary Whether it is the intention of the Government to establish a regular 
Mail communication, this season, between this part of the Colony and the 
Kootenay and Perry Creek Mines? 

The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works If it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to make a Road from Lytton to Lillooet; and if so, when? 

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works replied. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Walkem, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 13th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, Pemberton, 
Ball, Sanders, Drake, Helmcken, Alston, Wood, Carrall, Davie, Walkem, 
Ring, Robson, Holbrook, Havelock, Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 
Message No. 1. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council certain applications addressed 
to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, praying that His Grace will endeavour to secure 
that, in the case of its renewal, the provisions of the Reciprocity Treaty shall be 
extended to British Columbia.2 

He thinks it hardly necessary to point out that if any relaxation of the Tariff 
should be made in favour of the United States, existing Treaties require that the 
same advantage should be extended to other Countries. 


Government House, 
13th January, 1869. 


Ordered to be printed. 


se eee 
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The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee on adjourned consideration 
of Reciprocity with the United States. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, expressed the wish of the Com- 
mittee that certain papers be laid before the Committee, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that the papers be laid before the Committee, and leave granted to 

the Committee to sit again at once. 

The Council went again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted, and that this question do stand first in order 
of precedence to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 2 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 14th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Wood, Alston, Holbrook, Robson, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, 
Humphreys, Havelock, Davie, Ring. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee on the subject of Reciprocity 
with the United States of America. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and that this question do 
stand first in order of precedence to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for a question standing in the name of the 
Hon. Mr. Ring, relative to the amendment of the Courts of Justice, 
On the motion of the Hon. Member, Ordered that leave be granted to with- 
draw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a Resolution standing in the name of the 
Hon. Mr. Drake, relative to the Courts of the Colony, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the same. 
Ordered to be postponed till this day week. 
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Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Alston asked the Hon. the Attorney General 
Whether it is his intention to introduce a measure for the Registration of 
Births and Deaths? 
The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. Davie seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to obtain from 
the Board of Education of Vancouver Island, and transmit to this Council, a 
Report embodying the following details: —(1) The Financial condition of the 
Board; (2) The Schools in actual operation from the Union to the present 
time; (3) The proximate number of Pupils at each School; (4) The names 
and Salaries of Teachers; (5) Such other matters as the Board may deem 
proper to be alluded to in their Report. 

On the question being put, it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked the Hon. the Attorney General 
If it is the intention of the Government to introduce in this Colony the recent 
English Criminal Statutes? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked the Hon. the Attorney General 
If it is the intention of the Government to amend the Gold Mining Laws? 
The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Registration of 
Voters Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Saturday. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Wolves and 
Panthers Destruction Bill, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Bill withdrawn accordingly. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Davie, Ordered that the Standing Orders be sus- 
pended. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, the Hon. Member gave a 
notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, the Council adjourned till 3 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Friday, the 15th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 2 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, Alston, Wood, Walkem, Holbrook, Robson, Drake, Humphreys, Ring, 
Havelock, Helmcken, Carrall, Davie, Pemberton, O’Reilly. 
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The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee on the subject of Reciprocity 
with the United States. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that the deliberations of the Committee on 
Reciprocity had terminated, and that he had been instructed to hand in the 
following Resolution for the adoption of the Council. 

Ordered that the same be taken as read. 

On the question of the adoption of the Resolutions being put it was passed 
in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly, 

That this Council having taken into consideration the portion of His 
Excellency’s Speech, and the recent Message, requesting an expression of the 
views of the Legislative Council as to the advisability of entering into a 
Reciprocity Treaty with the United States of North America, is of opinion:— 

That until there is sufficient information before the Council as to the terms 
of the Treaty now under negotiation between the Dominion of Canada and 
the United States, to enable this Council to judge how far it would be advan- 
tageous, or the reverse, to British Columbia to be included within its general 
provisions, the Council is unable to come to a definite conclusion on that point. 

They are, however, clearly of opinion that a Treaty, if need be, a separate 
one, which should reciprocally admit the following articles free of any kind of 
duty, or at a very small mutual rate of duty, from British Columbia into the 
United States, and vice versa, would not only be acceptable to this Colony 
but equally beneficial to that power; that is to say:— 


Coal, Quicksilver, 

Timber, Sewings Machines, 

Lumber of all kinds, round, Agricultural Implements, 
hewn, and sawn, Marble, 

Fish of all kinds, Limestone, 

Firewood, Sandstone, 

Cranberries, Granite, or any other rough 

Fish Oil, Stone, 

Coal Oil, Slate, 

Turpentine, Furs, 

Wheat, Hides, 

Maize, whether ground or Wool, 
whole, Hair, 

Tar Horns, 

Pitch, Skins, 

Cotton Canvas, Bones, 

Clocks, Pelts. 


That, for the reason above given, it would be advisable to stipulate that any 
provision in such general or special Treaty, which should embrace any of the 
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details in the above list, should only come into operation upon its adoption by 
an Ordinance of this Legislature. 


The Hon. Mr. Alston reported a further Resolution for the adoption of the Council, 
as follows:— 

That the thanks of this Council be tendered to those gentlemen who brought 
the subject of Reciprocity before Her Majesty’s Government, for their valuable 
exertions in behalf of the interests of this Colony, and that this Resolution be 
forwarded to those gentlemen. 

On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved accord- 


ingly. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Hon. Mr. Robson seconding, 
Resolved, That a deputation be appointed to carry up the Resolution on 
the subject of Reciprocity to His Excellency the Governor, in order to explain 
the views of the Council. 
The Hon. the Presiding Member appointed the following Hon. Members 
accordingly :— 
The Hon. Messrs. Young, Helmcken, Drake, Ring, Trutch. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Fence Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported further progress made with the Bill, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Tuesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Ring, in reference to Intestate Estates, 
On the motion of the Hon. Member, Ordered, That the same be postponed 
till Tuesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved the following Resolu- 
tion:— 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to furnish a 
Return of the amount of duties received at Victoria by the Collector of 
Customs on Goods consigned to Nanaimo, as distinguished from those duties 
transmitted to the Collector by the Collector at Nanaimo. 

On the question being put it passed in the negative, and the Resolution was 
lost. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. Mr. Havelock 
seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to order that 
all Colonial Flour, Bran, and Shorts required by Farmers for their own use, 
be exempt from Road Tolls. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 8, Noes 7. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 
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The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary gave notice that on Monday next he 
would introduce the Estimates for the year. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
on Monday. 








Monday, the 18th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, Alston, Holbrook, Robson, Helmcken, Humphreys, Davie, Wood, Ring, 
Drake, Walkem, O’Reilly, Sanders, Carrall. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary introduced 
the Estimates for the year. 


Ordered to be printed. 


Ordered that the Council do resolve itself into a Committee of Supply 
to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved the following 
Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding, 


That this Council conscious that the condition of the Colony now differs 
very materially from that existing at the time when the Crown Salaries Ordi- 
nance and other Ordinances relating thereto were framed and enacted, deem 
it advisable earnestly to ask His Excellency the Governor to transmit to this 
Council an Ordinance repealing the Crown Salaries Ordinance, and other 
Ordinances relating thereto, in order that a reduction of some of the salaries 
therein named may be made; and in order that some of the offices therein 
provided for may be abolished, or at all events struck out of the Civil List. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Crease seconding, 

That the words from “conscious” to “enacted” be struck out. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

On the original Resolution being put as amended the Council divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 8. 
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On the names, pursuant to a request, being taken down by the Clerk as 
follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Ring, The Hon. Messrs. Davie, 
Wood, Robson, 
Humphreys, Holbrook, 
Carrall, Alston, 
Helmcken, Walkem, 
Drake, Ball, 


Sanders, 
The vote was found to stand as follows: — 
Ayes 6, Noes 7, the Hon. Mr. Ring having voted in the negative, but on the 
names being taken down claimed to have voted in the affirmative. 
This claim was overruled by the Hon. the Presiding Member, who decided 
that the vote on the question stood Ayes 5, Noes 8, as originally declared, 
So the Resolution passed in the negative and was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee to consider the 
Resolution of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, in reference to altering the Constitution 
of the Legislative and Executive Councils. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday, the 25th instant. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Loan Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Friday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Anatomy Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Health Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for this day week. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Registration of 
Voters Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday, the 25th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring asked leave to bring in 
Crown Costs Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Cattle Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Friday next. 


CE 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Savings Banks Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be “The Savings Banks 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie moved, the Hon. Mr. Wood 
seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
requesting him to authorize the Stipendiary Magistrates of settled Districts to 
pay suitable rewards for the destruction of Wolves and Panthers. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
on Wednesday, the 20th instant. 


Wednesday, the 20th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Sanders, Drake, Helmcken, Alston, Wood, Davie, Walkem, Robson, 
Ring, Havelock, Holbrook. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from certain inhabitants of Victoria, 
in reference to the Mining Law. 
Ordered to be read and printed. 
Read accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Alston, 
Ordered to be deferred. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
the Attorney General, 
Ordered to be deferred. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Standing Orders were suspended. 

The Hon. Member then moved the following Resolution, of which he had 
just given notice: — 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting that he will cause the following Returns to be supplied to this 
Council;—(1) The Revenue and Expenditure on account of Steamer Douglas 
for the year 1868; (2) The income and expenditure on account of Assay 
Office, 1868; the total amount of Gold assayed at that office during 1868; the 
probable amount of Gold taken out of the Mines during that period; (3) An 
account of the Income and Expenditure (approximate) under the various 
heads for the year 1868, together with an account of the sums paid to the 
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various Officers dispensed with; (4) The cost of a prisoner per diem at New 
Westminster; Do. at Victoria; (5) The amount expended during 1868, upon 
the main trunk road of the Mainland; the average annual expense of keeping 
it in repair. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the following sums voted, and Resolu- 
tions passed, and asked leave to sit again. 

Resolved that the following votes be agreed upon:— 


Department of the Governor. oe ee ee $2,002 00 
egislative: CO unC1 sss epee eee re ee 900 00 
Colomialt Secretar ys see serene ens eee eee 9,424 00 
TY@ASULED can F cores) toe pope eee oe eee 4,552 00 
Auditor Genera | 72. 2s oe ee ee ee 5,077 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works _________________. 4,348 00 
CuStOM Sdn 52 2882 eh ees OES os Boe aoe eee 12,920 00 
Resistrar: General ss eee ee 735 00 
Harbour Master. 2652) 8 es eee ee ees 1,940 00 
POStOTICe eat See eee ae ee ee 2,750 00 
Supreme; Court. 2.2 2a eee ee 3,452 00 
Alomney Caen al yee. ee ee ee 1,008 00 
Hich Sheri 23) 2 ee eee 1,500 00 
Police-and(Gaols 2 eS ee eee ee 17,306°50 
Stipendiary Magistrate, &c., Kootenay —______________- 9,716 00 

: mR, Cariboo 2 ener rel? OSSS00 

es ¥ WY ONC pte eee -.. 4,320 00 

xe KF InlOotte = ee 4,608 00 

i Bs UN Aaa gO eae ee eee ee 2,434 00 
PEMSIOU Giese ee es re er ae ee cee 970 00 
REVEDUCINCIVICES aoe ee eee ee 1,000 00 
Administravion or istice sas. ee ee ee 4,400 00 
Charitable: A llowances72-= 22 2 eee 10,500 00 
FGQUCaO My area ee ee le ee ee ee ee 10,000 00 
Policesand Gaols ese ee a ee ee 12,000 00 
FROME sete tnt PR Sa re le ee Rie et 875 00 
ExanSport 22s: ee ee ee 0,000 800 


Resolved, That this Council is of opinion that the present system adopted in 
keeping the public accounts of this Colony is of too complex a character, and 
one that leads to unnecessary expenditure; and this Council, therefore, respect- 
fully requests that His Excellency will be pleased to obtain such change in the 
system as will appear desirable and most compatible with economy; and this 
Council would further especially refer to the practice of auditing the accounts 
of the Colony in England, as being one that might with advantage be dispensed 
with. 
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That the item of $900 for a Revenue Officer at Burrard Inlet be increased to 
$1,200, and that he also act as Constable. 

That this Council desires to express to His Excellency the Governor its 
opinion that the system of employing convict labour upon the public streets 
exerts a most demoralizing and injurious influence upon the convicts them- 
selves, as well as upon the community. 

That His Excellency be respectfully requested to allow the former salary of 
$1,940 to the Chief Constable and Clerk of Cariboo; this Council is of opinion 
that the reduced amount in the Estimates of this year is insufficient to support 
the incumbents. 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully recommended to increase 
the amount of salary it is proposed to pay the Toll Collector, Constable, and 
Postmaster, at Clinton, to $1,250. 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to make an 
immediate appropriation to pay off the debts of the Royal Hospital, Victoria, 
and the Royal Columbian Hospital, New Westminster. 

On the question of the adoption of the above Resolutions being put it passed 
in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 

Ordered that leave be granted to the Committee of Supply to sit again 
tomorrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Mining Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Friday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the further Committal of the Fence Bill, 
Ordered to be deferred till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. Drake 
seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to furnish a 
Return stating the amount received from the Estates of Intestates in Vancou- 
ver Island, by the Registrar or Official Administrator, since the retirement of 
Chief Justice Cameron down to the present time; also stating the amount now 
lying to the credit of the Intestate Fund. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 3, Noes 9. 
The names, as requested, having been taken down by the Clerk, as follows: 
Ayes, Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Ring, The Hon. Messrs. Wood, 
Drake, Davie, 
Bushby, Robson, 
Holbrook, 
Alston, 
Sanders, 
O’Reilly, 
Crease, 
Trutch. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Robson, relating to Harbour Master’s Report on Fraser River, 
On the motion of the Hon. Member, Ordered that leave be granted to with- 
draw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


According to a deferred Order, the Hon. Mr. Alston moved, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook 
seconding, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor respectfully 
requesting him to transmit to this Council a Bill for Registration of Births 
and Deaths. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to a deferred Order, the Hon. Mr. Crease asked leave to bring in Queen 
Charlotte Coal Co.’s Registration Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Holbrook, Ordered that the Standing Orders be 
suspended. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, the Hon. Member gave notice 
of 2 motions. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 21st day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Wood, Alston, Pemberton, Robson, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, 
Humphreys, Havelock, Davie, Ring, Sanders. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from Robert Homfray, and moved 
that the same be read. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 12. Noes 3. 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be considered on Tuesday next. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
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The Hon. Mr. Havelock gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for a Resolution standing in the name of the 
Hon. Mr. Drake, 
Ordered to be deferred till later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken, in reference to Customs Return, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of Supply. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following sums voted and Resolutions 
passed, and asked leave to sit again. 
Resolved that the following votes be agreed upon: — 
Conveyance of Mails $29,400 
Works and Buildings 12,000 


Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
appropriate the sum of $200 for the carriage of Mails between New West- 
minster and Burrard Inlet, and that a Post Office be established at the latter 
place. 

That His Excellency the Governor be humbly requested to make provision 
for a Mail communication once a week to Metchosin. 

That His Excellency the Governor be humbly requested to order that the 
Mail now carried from Clinton to Lillooet, be sent from Lytton to Lillooet. 
This applies to the Mail from Victoria. 

That this Committee is of opinion that a trail through the Eagle Pass should 
be made as soon as the season will admit. 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to instruct the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works to report on the condition of the 
East Saanich Road, and that a sum sufficient to place this road in passable 
condition be placed on the Estimates. 

That the Governor will be pleased to direct that the Metchosin Road, from 
Weir’s to Vine’s, be laid out and made. 

On the question of the adoption of these Resolutions being put it was carried 
in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 

Ordered that leave be granted to the Committee to sit again to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved the following 
Resolution: — 


That this Council is of opinion that the existing condition of the Supreme 
Courts of this Colony is highly anomalous, mischievous, and inconvenient, 
and, pending an organic Ordinance for the establishment of one Supreme 
Court, an Ordinance should be passed forthwith to establish (1) A concurrent 
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jurisdiction in each of the Supreme Courts throughout the entire Colony; 
(2) An appeal as of right from the decision of either of the existing Supreme 
Courts to the Judges of both Courts, with the addition of a third Judge of 
Appeal. 

Whereupon a debate arose, 

Which having terminated, Ordered that the debate on the question be 
adjourned till to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow, the 22nd instant. 








Friday, the 22nd day of January, 1869. 





The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, 
Ball, Walkem, Alston, Drake, Carrall, Helmcken, Davie, Humphreys, Ring, 
Havelock, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Sanders. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a further Petition from Mr. Nicholson.? 
Ordered that the same be read aloud by the Clerk. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee of 
Supply. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following sums voted, and Resolutions 
passed, and asked leave to sit again. 


Resolved, That the following votes be agreed upon: — 


Roads, Streets; and  Bridves aes seem en eee ee ee $62,500 
Miscellaneous ts eeeet ee ee ee eee ee 16,500 
DNterest: tesa So SR eee et oe ee eee 22,000 
Drawbacks ..2etee See ee oe Be ee oe 2,100 
SECU POLAT Ye LAS © ee ee a ae ee | (OU) 
CHO VEROIMION LT, V CSSCIs (a arene kee ew oe nee eee 16,800 


Light Houses 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Committee, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that the Road connecting New Westminster with Burrard Inlet should 
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be kept in a passable condition, and His Excellency is recommended to make 
the necessary appropriation for the same. 


That this Council fully recognizing the importance of establishing commu- 
nication by land between the seaboard and the interior of British Columbia, 
recommend to His Excellency the Governor the early survey of a Trunk Road 
from New Westminster to Yale, and the division of such road into sections of 
say a mile each; and that provision should be made for the gradual construc- 
tion of said road by the issuing of land scrip for the payment of three-fourths 
of the work, the remaining fourth to be paid for in money. 

That His Excellency be pleased to place upon the Estimates a sum of $1,000 
for the Fire Companies of Victoria. 

That a suitable appropriation of money for the establishment of a Fire 
Department at Barkerville be placed in the Estimates. 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully 
recommending that a Court House be erected in the town of Yale during the 
present year. 

On the question of the adoption of the above Resolutions being put, it was 
carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Standing Orders were suspended, and 
the Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Drake, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 


Monday, the 25th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, O’Reilly, 
Hamley, Ring, Wood, Davie, Walkem, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, 
Holbrook, Bushby, Sanders, Humphreys, Robson. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting having been read. On the question 
of their confirmation being put, the following protest was placed on the Book: 


PROTEST. 


The undersigned Representative Members of the Legislative Council, whilst 
they would not do any injustice to the gentlemen now actually performing the duties 
of Governor, Colonial Secretary, Attorney General, Commissioner of Lands and 
Surveyor General, and Collector of Customs, do protest against any person who 
may hereafter perform those duties receiving any greater salary than the following, 
ViZ.:— 


Governor £2,500 per annum 
Colonial Secretary 600 ,, y 
Attorney General, with practice B50) FA 
Commissioner of Lands and Surveyor General 600 ,, * 


Collector of Customs 600 ,, in 
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and further protest against the office of Treasurer and of the Chief Inspector of 
Police being retained upon the Civil List, and against any person being appointed 
to those offices. 


(Signed ) S. HELMCKEN, Victoria City. 


Ve 
R. W. W. CARRALL, Cariboo. 

J. C. Davig, Victoria District. 
M. W. T. DRAKE, Victoria City. 
T. B. HUMPHREYS, Lillooet. 

H. HAVELOCK, Yale. 


The Minutes were then confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 2. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council on the 
12th instant, the Governor forwards a Return shewing the amount of Revenue 
collected from Nanaimo since the Union of the Western Colonies. 4 


Government House, 
23rd January, 1869. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake presented the Petition of William Steinberger.° 
Ordered to be received and read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council:— 

That the Government be respectfully recommended to make provision for 
the establishment of a Law Library for the use of the Courts of Law. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Alston asked leave to bring in the Common 
Schools Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Wednesday, the 3rd February. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee to consider the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken’s Resolution altering the Constitution of the Executive and Legisla- 
tive Councils. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, stated that the Committee had risen without a report. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Health Bill, 
A debate arose, which having terminated, 
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On the question of the second reading being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 14, Noes 5. 


So it passed in the affirmative, and the Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Thursday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Registration 
of Voters Bill, 
Ordered that the rest of the Orders of the day be postponed till to-morrow, 
and that the second reading of the Mining Bill do stand as the first Order of 
the day. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 





Tuesday, the 26th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Pemberton, Ring, Wood, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, Walkem, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Robson, Holbrook, Humphreys. 

On the Minutes being read, the Hon. the Attorney General moved that the 
Protest on the subject of the Crown Salaries therein appearing be struck out, 
as it referred not to a vote of the Council but to a matter treated of in Com- 
mittee of the Council which had not come before the Council, and was there- 
fore irregular. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, the Hon. Member 
withdrew his motion. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read therefore, the Mining Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Petition 

of Robert Homfray. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that it be referred to a Select Committee for 
Report. 

On the question being put, it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered 
accordingly. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Select Committee: — 
The Hon. Messrs. Robson, Wood, Trutch. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion in regard to the Law of Probate, 
standing in the name of the Hon. Mr. Ring, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till this day week. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Havelock, on the subject of the abolition of the Road Tolls, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Resolution withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson seconding, 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to send down 
an Ordinance to this Council to provide for the better administration of Justice 
in causes of Action between the Crown and the Subject. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 12, Noes 4. 


So it was passed in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending the immediate establishment, at San Francisco, of an Emigra- 
tion Agency for the purpose of affording information respecting the Colony, 
and the best means of reaching it. 

On the question being put it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, 
That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
enquiring whether Her Majesty’s assent is still withheld from the “Land 
Ordinance, 1867;” and if so, upon what grounds? and that any correspondence 
referring to the same between the Imperial and Colonial Governments, or 
extracts from such correspondence, may be laid before this Council. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 12, Noes 4. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Registration of 
Voters Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, Ordered that leave be granted to 
withdraw the same. 
Bill withdrawn accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Crown Costs Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the Fence 
Bill. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Monday 
next. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Queen Charlotte Coal Co. Regis- 
tration Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Ordered that the two next motions, standing in the name of the Hon. Mr. Holbrook, 
be postponed. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken 
seconding, 
That Returns of the amount of Revenue derived from Kootenay, during the 
year 1868, be respectfully asked of His Excellency the Governor. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys 
seconding, 
That His Excellency the Governor be pleased to send down Returns of the 
Exports from British Columbia during 1868. 
On the question being put it was carried unanimously and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Drake, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 27th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, Alston, Wood, Walkem, Holbrook, Robson, Humphreys, Ring, Davie, 
Havelock, Helmcken, Carrall, O’Reilly. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Fire Company’s Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second Reading ordered for 3rd February. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Walkem seconding, the following Resolution: — 
That the Government be respectfully recommended to provide for the estab- 
lishment of a Public Library and Museum, or to give pecuniary assistance to 
existing local institutions of a like nature. 
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On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 4, Noes 12. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Mining 
Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported some progress made with the Bill, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock, to-morrow. 














Thursday, the 28th day of January, 1869. 





The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, Carrall, 
Ball, Alston, Holbrook, Robson, Helmcken, Humphreys, Davie, Wood, Ring, 
Drake, Walkem, O’Reilly, Havelock. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Alston, on Indian affairs, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till this day week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Mining Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress made with the Bill, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 3. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to appropriate the sum of Four hundred and nineteen thousand three hundred and 
thirty-five dollars and fifty cents, out of the General Revenue of the Colony, for the 
contingent service of the year 1869.” 


Government House, 
28th January, 1869. 
Ordered that the Supply Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 
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Friday, the 29th day of January, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Ring, Wood, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, Walkem, Humphreys, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Robson, Holbrook, Davie. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Mining Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Committee sit again on Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Queen 
Charlotte Coal Company Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time on Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Health Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked leave to bring in Bail and 
Affidavits Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Davie seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending that the Members elected from the Mainland be paid their 
expenses during the time of their attendance at the Council, within a limit of 
40 days, and that a sum sufficient be placed by His Excellency on the 
Supplemental Estimates. 

The Hon. Mr. Crease moved in amendment, that the word “reasonable” be 
inserted before expenses; and the words “within a limit of 40 days” struck 
out. 

This amendment having been put and carried, 

The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved the following amendment :— 

That the word “travelling” be inserted before “expenses,” and substitute 
“incurred in their attendance upon this Council” for rest of clause after word 
“expenses;” erase “from the Mainland.” 
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On the question being put, words “from the Mainland” erased; word 
“travelling” lost; that the words “incurred in their attendance upon this 
Council” be substituted for rest of clause after word “expenses”’ lost. 

The Resolution as amended stood as follows: — 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending that the Members elected be paid their reasonable expenses 
during the time of their attendance at the Council, and that a sum sufficient 
be placed by His Excellency on the Supplemental Estimates. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 6, Noes 5. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
on Monday next. 


Monday, the Ist day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, O’Reilly, 
Hamley, Wood, Davie, Walkem, Havelock, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, 
Holbrook, Bushby, Sanders, Humphreys, Robson, Pemberton. 


On the Minutes of the previous Meeting being read, the Hon. Mr. Walkem 
proposed to place a protest on the books against a vote of the Council 
yesterday, on the subject of paying the expenses at Council of elected Members. 

Order to be rejected. 

The Hon. Mr. Holbrook proposed to place a protest on the books against a 
protest of the 25th January, on the Crown Salaries, having been allowed to 
remain on the books. 

Ordered to be rejected. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 4. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Return of the Exports from 
British Columbia in 1868.6 


Government House, 
1st February, 1869. 


Ordered to be printed. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition of Messrs. Jones and Jenkinson. 
Ordered that the same be received and do lie on the table. 


6 [bid., p. iv. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 6TH SESSION 205 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Havelock gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Mining Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress made, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake asked leave to introduce 
Game Amendment Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supply Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, without amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie moved, the Hon. Mr. Wood 
seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending that His Excellency be pleased to direct that a sum of money 
(say $250) be appropriated to the Victoria Agricultural Society. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved in amendment, 

That the Governor be respectfully requested to place on the Supplementary 
Estimates the sum of $1,000 to be applied to the service of the several Agri- 
cultural Societies throughout the Colony. 

The Hon. Mr. Davie having withdrawn his Resolution in favour of the Hon. 
Mr. Robson’s amendment, the same was put, and having passed in the nega- 
tive, the Resolution was lost. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Fence Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable the Bill to be recommitted for the purpose of striking out certain words. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, nemine contradicente, the Bill 
was recommitted. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Queen Charlotte 
Coal Company Bill, 
Ordered to be recommitted. 
Recommitted accordingly. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Health Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved the following 
Resolution: — 
That an humble adddress be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
recommending that the duty on Wheat be reduced to 15 cents per 100 Ibs. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved the previous question, which having been put 
and carried the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Davie 
seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That His Excellency be requested to send down an Ordinance to alter the 
duties on Spirits manufactured in the Colony from $1 to 50 cents a gallon, 
and to amend the Excise Ordinance. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 7. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Davie, on the subject of certain reports published in England on Con- 
federation, 

Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 2nd day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, 
Ball, Alston, Drake, Helmcken, Davie, Humphreys, Ring, Robson, Wood, 
Holbrook, Havelock, Pemberton, Sanders. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Havelock gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Fence Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be ““The Fence Ordinance, 
1869.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Queen Charlotte Company Office Bill was 
read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title 
be “The Queen Charlotte Mining Company’s Office Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supply Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be “An Ordinance to apply 
the sum of Four hundred and nineteen thousand three hundred and thirty-five 
dollars and fifty cents, out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the 
contingent service of the year 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved the following 
Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys seconding, 

That the sum of $1,500 be recommended to be allowed for the carriage of 
the Mails between Victoria and New Westminster, in addition to the amount 
already voted for that purpose, and that an amount be placed by His 
Excellency the Governor to meet the same on the Supplementary Estimates. 

Whereupon a debate arose, during which the following Messages from His 
Excellency the Governor were received, which being read are as follows:— 


Message No. 5. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolutions passed by the Legislative Council 
on the 20th January. He will forward to Her Majesty’s Government that recom- 
mending a simplification of the mode of keeping the public accounts. 

The other Resolutions are receiving his earnest consideration. 


Government House, 
2nd February, 1869. 


Message No. 6. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council 
on the 26th January, in favour of his transmitting a Bill for the Registration of 
Births and Deaths. 

The subject is one of great difficulty in this Colony, and the efforts made to 
pass an Ordinance for the purpose indicated failed on the Mainland. 

As he cannot construct a measure which would satisfy himself, he forwards for 
the inspection of the Council a despatch from the Secretary of State forwarding 
a copy of an Ordinance passed in Ceylon, and which has there given satisfaction. 


Government House, 
2nd February, 1869. 


Message No. 7. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council, 
asking for information respecting the delay of the Royal Assent to the Land Bill of 
1867. It is not in the power of the Governor to forward copies of the correspond- 
ence which has passed on the subject, and if it were, but little information would be 
received by the Council from the papers he would lay before them. 

It is believed that the existing laws relating to the acquisition of land are liberal. 

The matter is still under consideration. 


Government House, 
2nd February, 1869. 


Message No. 8. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council, 
requesting him to transmit a Bill for the better administration of justice in causes of 
action between the Crown and the Subject. 
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He would remind the Council, that each individual member of it has the power 
of initiating Bills, which when perfect, receive the utmost consideration. 

But he must add, that the present system does not, in his opinion, work unjustly 
towards any one. 

The Crown simply represents the public interests. 


Government House, 
2nd February, 1869. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken rose to a question of Order, and it was decided by the 
Hon. the Presiding Member, that the Resolution of the Hon. Mr. Holbrook 
was not in order, having been already dealt with in the Estimates. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Havelock seconding, 

That a sum be recommended to be allowed for the conveyance of the Mails 
per steamer, between New Westminster and Yale, and that His Excellency be 
requested to place an amount to meet the same on the Supplementary Esti- 
mates. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 6. Noes 11. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Ring asked leave to bring in Probate Amendment 
Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for February 16th. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Crown 
Costs Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Havelock, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Holbrook, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Havelock asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to cause one of the “Sister’s” Rocks in the Fraser 
River to be removed this year, as recommended by the Council? 

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner replied. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Carrall, seconding, 
That in the opinion of this Council it is of importance that the Department 

of Lands and Works should be so conducted as to afford those arriving in the 
Colony the fullest possible information respecting the country, its various re- 
sources, the Agricultural and Mineral Lands occupied, the lands still open for 
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pre-emption or purchase, the position and character of such lands, the rate of 
wages and the cost of living in the various districts, the population, stock, and 
improvements therein, and all other information likely to prove interesting or 
useful to persons desirous of settling in the country, or of engaging in any 
pursuit therein; that a branch of the Department, provided with the means of 
supplying all such information should be established at some convenient spot 
on the Mainland, and that an humble address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor, embodying these views. 

Moved in amendment by the Hon. Mr. Crease, 

That the words from “that a” to “Mainland” be struck out, and that the 
words “that all Assistant Commissioners throughout the Colony should be 
provided with the means of supplying such information” be substituted. 

The amendment having been put and carried. 

On the amended Resolution being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 12, Noes 2. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully asked for Returns of 
moneys paid to elected or selected Members of the Legislative Councils of 
British Columbia since their formation, and to whom paid. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 6, Noes 11. 
So the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Health Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time on Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock to-morrow. 





Wednesday, the 3rd day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, Pemberton, 
Ball, Sanders, Drake, Helmcken, Wood, Davie, Walkem, Robson, Holbrook, 
Havelock, Humphries. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Crown Costs Bill, 
The Order dropped. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Carrall seconding, 

That the Governor will be pleased to obtain and place before this Council, 
during the next ensuing Session, Statistics of the amount of the various 
Agricultural, Horticultural, and Dairy productions produced in Vancouver 
Island and on the banks of the Lower Fraser, during the year 1869, and simi- 
lar information with regard to the Interior of the Mainland; also the quantity 
of Live Stock (domestic), the number of acres taken up, the number of farms 
and population existing in each respectively. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys 
seconding, 
That in the opinion of this Council it would be beneficial to the Colony 
were a site appropriated for the deposition and continual exhibition of its 
natural and other productions. 


On the question being put it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


According to Order, the School Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Friday next. 


According to Order, the Fire Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


According to Order, the Affidavits Bill was read a second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie moved, that a day be named 
for the Council to consider Confederation with the Dominion of Canada. 
A debate arose, which having terminated, and the question having been 
put, as to whether a day should be named to consider the question of Confed- 
eration, the Council divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 5. 
So it passed in the affirmative, and it was Ordered that this subject be 
considered on Wednesday the 17th instant. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 
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Thursday, the 4th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Wood, Alston, Pemberton, Robson, Helmcken, Carrall, Davie, 
Humphreys, Havelock, Ring, Sanders. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, Ordered that the discussion of Indian 
Affairs be postponed till the 10th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Affidavits Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved, that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Oaths Ordinance, 1869.” 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch, Chairman of a Select Committee, appointed to draw up a 
Report on the Petition of Robert Homfray, brought up the same, which was 
read as follows:— 


Your Committee has duly taken the Petition of Robert Homfray into con- 


sideration, and have examined such witnesses as have been deemed necessary, and 
finds :— 

1. That the claim as preferred by the Petitioner has been fully substantiated, 
to the extent of its being a debt against the Crown, in the event of funds being 
available from the Revenue of Leech River Ditch. 

2. The Petitioner, however, asserts that the debt was assumed absolutely by 
the Government of Vancouver Island, contingent only on the Ditch being completed, 
and there being funds in the Colonial Treasury to meet the demand. 

3. The testimony on this latter head is conflicting and unsatisfactory. 

4. In view, however, of the fact that the Government has taken over the Ditch, 
and so far has availed itself of the services for which Mr. Homfray now claims to 
be paid, and considering that no revenues have been derived, or are likely, for some 
time to come, to be derived from such Ditch, your Committee is of opinion that the 
payment of the Petitioner’s claim should be no longer deferred. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Mining Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported further progress made, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Wood seconding, and it was Resolved nem. con.:— 

That this Council is of opinion that the present practice of confining Luna- 
tics in the common prisons of the Colony, is both inhuman and inconvenient, 
and that an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
earnestly recommending that a suitable building may be provided in which 
such unfortunate persons may receive proper treatment. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Cattle Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 
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The Standing Orders having been suspended, 
The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Friday, the 5th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Wood, Pemberton, Robson, Helmcken, Carrall, Davie, Drake, 
Havelock, Ring, Sanders. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Davie presented a Petition from the inhabitants of Chemainus. 
Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Crown Costs Bill, 
Ordered to be committed. 
The Council went again into Committee on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill now complete. 
Ordered to be read third time at once. 
Read third time accordingly, and Resolved that this Bill do pass and its 
title be the “Crown Costs Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the adjourned debate on the Hon. Mr. Drake’s 
Resolution regarding the Courts of the Colony was resumed, after which it 
was Ordered that the debate be again adjourned till Monday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Game Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Loan Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Thursday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the School Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till Tuesday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Cattle 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Drake, relative to Female Immigration. 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


According to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Drake second- 
ing, 

That the Report of the Select Committee on the Petition of Robert Hom- 
fray be transmitted to the Governor, with a request that the claim should be 
paid, without its forming any precedent. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved the following 
Resolution: — 

That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare and lay before this 
Council, during the present Session, a Scheme for promoting Immigration to 
this Colony, and for disseminating correct information respecting the same. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Select Committee :— 
The Hon. Messrs. Robson, Drake, Ball, Bushby, Alston. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
on Monday. 

















Monday, the 8th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, O’Reilly, Hamley, 
Wood, Davie, Walkem, Carrall, Helmcken, Ring, Sanders, Humphreys, 
Bushby, Robson. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Walkem, Chairman of the Select Committee, brought up a Report 
in reference to the Drawbacks Bill, and other matters affecting the Customs. 
Ordered that the same do lie on the table, and be considered on Wednesday 
next. 
Ordered that the Drawbacks Bill be read second time on the same day. 
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Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Alston called the attention of the Government 
to the condition of the Victoria Cemetery, and asked the Hon. the Acting 
Colonial Secretary whether a site can be appropriated for a new Cemetery, 
outside the city limits? 

The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Crease asked leave to introduce 
the Victoria By-Law Bull. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Crease asked leave to introduce 
Municipal Amendment Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the following question of the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys, 

The Hon. Member asked leave to make it the subject of an address to the 
Governor, as follows:— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
asking whether it is the intention of the Government to introduce a measure, 
in accordance with the intimation in the Opening Speech, to enable the people 
to elect nine Representatives, without being subject to the concurrence of the 
Governor or not? 

The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 9. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to regulate the Supreme Courts of Justice of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
8th February, 1869. 


Ordered that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading Ordered for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for resuming the adjourned debate on the Hon. 
Mr. Drake’s motion respecting the Courts, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Mining Bill, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till Monday, 15th inst. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went again into Committee on the Health Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 6TH SESSION 215 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Fire Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress made, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Game Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Cattle Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Wednesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock, to-morrow. 








Tuesday, the 9th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, 
Ball, Alston, Drake, Helmcken, Davie, Humphreys, Ring, Robson, Wood, 
Havelock, Pemberton, Sanders, Carrall, Walkem. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Crease gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion on promoting the manufacture of 
Beet Root Sugar, standing in the name of the Hon. Mr. Havelock, 
Ordered that the same be postponed. 
Postponed accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a question standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken. 
Ordered to be postponed. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Ring asked leave to bring in Harewood Railway 
Extension Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Health Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the “Health Ordinance, 
1869.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Game Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Davie moved that it be read this day six months. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 14. 
So the amendment was lost. 
On the question of the third reading being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 14. Noes 2. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and the Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title be the ““Game Ordinance, 
1869.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Supreme Courts 
Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Ring moved that the next Order of the day be first dealt with. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 8. 


The names having been taken down as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Ring, The Hon. Messrs. Crease, 
Wood, Trutch, 
Davie, O’Reilly, 
Humphreys, Alston, 
Havelock, Sanders, 
Carrall, Ball, 
Helmcken, Bushby, 
Robson, Hamley. 
Walkem, 

Drake. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the last Order, the adjourned debate on the Hon. Mr. Drake’s motion 
was resumed. 
The following amendment of the Hon. Mr. Davie was withdrawn after a 
division on the question of leave being granted therefor. 
Ayes 10, Noes 8. 


That this Council is of opinion, that the existing condition of the Supreme 
Courts of this Colony is highly anomalous, mischievous, and inconvenient, 
and calls for immediate remedy at the hands of the Executive. 

The original question was then put and carried, after a division: — 

Ayes 10, Noes 8. 

Resolved, That this Council is of opinion that the existing condition of the 

Supreme Courts of this Colony is highly anomalous, mischievous, and incon- 
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venient, and, pending an organic Ordinance for the establishment of one Su- 
preme Court, an Ordinance should be passed forthwith to establish:—(1) A 
concurrent jurisdiction in each of the Supreme Courts throughout the entire 
Colony; (2) An appeal as of right from the decision of either of the existing 
Supreme Courts to the Judges of both Courts, with the addition of a third 
Judge of Appeal. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Supreme 
Courts Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Bill be read this day six months. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, 

The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw his motion, on which the 
Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 8. 

So it was carried in the affirmative, and Ordered that leave be granted to 
withdraw the motion. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson then moved the following Resolution, the Hon. Mr. 
Walkem seconding: 

That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee for the purpose of having it 
reconstructed, upon the basis set forth in the Resolution for the alteration of 
the Courts, and that the same Committee be instructed to draw up an Address 
to Her Majesty, shewing the condition of the Supreme Courts of this Colony, 
and praying for the establishment of one Supreme Court and a Court of 
Appeal. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 9. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the School 
Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported some progress made with the Bill, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Anatomy Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Bill be read this day six months. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 8. 
So it passed in the negative and the motion was lost. 
The Bill was then read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 10th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Sanders, Drake, Helmcken, Davie, Walkem, Robson, Alston, Ring, 
Havelock, Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to report on 
Female Immigration, brought up the following Report:— 


Your Select Committee on the subject of Assisted Female Immigration have 
the honor to lay before the House the following Report on that important subject: — 

1. Your Committee think that, taking into consideration the state of the 
Colony, they would not be justified in advising the House to apply to His Excellency 
the Governor for too large a grant of the public money to be employed for this 
purpose, but propose that for the first year, at least, the scheme should be on a 
limited and economical scale, and that His Excellency should respectfully be asked 
to appropriate the sum of $3,500 towards carrying out the following scheme:— 

2. Your Committee would suggest that assisted Immigration to the Colony 
should for the present be restricted to Female Servants, from the age of 18 to 
30 years, and that the number for the first year be limited to 40. That, as the rate 
of passage and small incidental expenses is computed to be about $175, the Govern- 
ment should be asked to supply $75 of that sum, the person applying for a servant 
giving $50 (in consideration of the small rate of wages at which a servant would be 
secured), and that the additional $50 should be advanced by the person applying 
for a servant, this latter sum being refunded in monthly instalments by the servant 
from her wages; each servant to be bound down to two years’ service. 

3. That the Governor be requested to appoint a Board of three persons to 
assist in carrying out the proposed scheme, and that their duties should be as 
follows:— 

1. The Board to have the disposal of the Government Grant for the furtherance 
of the proposed scheme. 

2. To receive applications from persons desirous of obtaining servants, and 
deal with the same. 

3. To make all necessary arrangements in England for procuring servants, 
according to the applications. 

4. To take all necessary steps to promulgate all useful information with 
reference to the Colony, in Great Britain, San Francisco, and elsewhere. 

5. To make periodical reports to His Excellency the Governor, of their 
proceedings. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JNO. ROBSON, 
Chairman of Committee. 


Ordered that the same be adopted and considered on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to an Order of yesterday’s date, the Hon. the Presiding Member named 
the following Hon. Members to form a Select Committee to consider a Report 
on the Supreme Courts Bill:— 

The Hon. Messrs. Robson, Drake, Havelock, Ring, Carrall. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Reconveyance Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
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Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading Ordered for Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. 
Mr. Robson seconding, the following Resolution:— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that the duty on horned cattle imported into British Columbia be 
increased to $5 per head, duty on sheep to $1 per head. 

Moved in amendment by the Hon. Mr. Davie, 

That the words after “praying that” be omitted, and “yearlings be admitted 
duty free” inserted in their place. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 5, Noes 10. 


So the amendment was lost. 
On the original question being put, the Council again divided. 


Ayes 9, Noes 7. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Alston moved, the Hon. Mr. Ring 
seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
respectfully requesting him to issue a Commission to enquire into and report 
upon the best system of administering Indian affairs, and managing their 
reserves. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, and on the question 
being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 12, Noes 2. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Report of the 
Select Committee on Drawbacks and other matters, the following Reports 
were read and adopted. 


Your Select Committee beg to report that they have carefully considered the 
provisions of the “Drawbacks Ordinance.” 

The measure advocates three principles: 1st—The extension of the privileges 
of our Export Laws to all Vessels of ten tons and upwards; 2nd—The adoption 
of a system of Drawbacks in the nature of a Return of Customs Duties to Exporters 
of Goods who have paid the usual Import Dues thereon; and lastly—The abandon- 
ment of the present system of Certificates. 

Your Committee are of opinion, and the weight of evidence tends to shew, 
that a great improvement in trade would follow the removal of the restrictions at 
present imposed upon it. 

By the 117th Section of the Customs Act of 1853, vessels under 50 tons burden 
are precluded from engaging in our Export Trade, though its proportions have, 
since the Union of the Colonies, been seriously contracted. 

To meet the wants of the Mercantile community, your Committee would 
strongly recommend the extension of the provisions of the above Statute to Vessels 
of ten tons burden and upwards. 

Before passing to the consideration of the second part of the proposed Ordi- 
nance, your Committee beg to call the attention of this Council to what may be 
termed the Certificate system. 
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At present the Customs authorities require our Export Merchants to produce 
a Certificate, signed by a Foreign Collector of Customs, that the goods sold and 
shipped hence have been landed at the port of their destination. This requirement 
should be dispensed with, as the evidence taken on the subject shows that it tends 
to hamper trade to a serious extent. 

With reference to the second principle of the Ordinance, your Committee 
believe that the proposed system of Drawbacks will, if adopted, materially revive 
and increase our Foreign Export business, by enabling our Merchants to sell to the 
Foreign consumer at prices which will give them manifest advantages over other 
competitors. 

The provisions of the Ordinance should, in the opinion of your Committee, be 
extended to all classes of merchandize, except wines, spirits, and liquors. 

Your Committee are further of opinion that the system or scheme of requiring 
sureties, as proposed in the Ordinance, is impracticable, and contrary to sound 
business principles. In other matters of detail the Ordinance requires amendments 
and alterations, which your Committee are prepared to submit for the consideration 
of this Council. 

(Signed) GEO. A. WALKEM, 
Chairman. 


Your Select Committee appointed by Resolution of this Council to enquire 
into the several matters therein contained, including the question of supplying 
Ships’ Stores, &c., duty free, beg to report:— 

That the evidence given upon the latter subject, is to the following effect:— 

That previous to the extension of the Customs Laws of the Mainland to 
Vancouver Island, a very extensive business in supplying ships with stores, &c., 
was carried on; but since that period it has declined to such an extent as to be now 
comparatively insignificant. Many of the vessels which formerly bought their 
supplies and stores here, do so no longer, though still frequenting our Ports. 

That vessels bound on a voyage, estimated to occupy a period of forty days, 
are allowed to purchase their stores, &c., out of Bond, duty free; but if the voyage 
be of a shorter duration, this privilege is denied them, though their destination be 
a Foreign Port. 

That there are many large vessels sailing from this Colony to Foreign parts, 
upon voyages occupying less than forty days, and such vessels would, without doubt, 
purchase their stores here, if the restrictions mentioned were removed. 

That no vessel of less than fifty tons burden should be entitled to purchase 
stores, &c., duty free. 

Your Committee are, therefore, of opinion, that trade would be largely 
increased in the Colony, and no injury would eventually accrue to the Revenue 
of Customs, if Foreign bound vessels of fifty tons and upwards were permitted to 
purchase their Supplies, &c., duty free, however short the duration of their voyage 
might be. 

(Signed) GEO. A. WALKEM, 
Chairman. 


Your Select Committee, conformably to the Resolution of this Council, beg 
to report as follows:— 

They would recommend that the present Pilotage system be abandoned, and the 
Pilots should in future be Salaried Officers of the Government. 

That the Pilotage Fees should be merely nominal, and be collected by the 
Government. 

That the Pilots should be under the control of the Customs Department. 

That each Pilot be made an Officer of Customs. 

That the Captain of the steamer Sir James Douglas be made an Officer of 


Customs also. 
(Signed) GEO. A. WALKEM, 
Chairman. 


Ordered that the Report on the Drawbacks Bill be sent down to the Com- 
mittee when such Bill is committed. 
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According to Order, the Drawbacks Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


According to Order, the Council went again into Committee on the School Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Fire Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked the Hon. the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works, to give the Council any information in the possession of 
the Government, relative to the proposed construction of a Graving Dock at 
Esquimalt Harbour? 

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works replied. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Alston, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
on Monday the 15th inst. 








Monday, the 15th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs, Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Ring, Wood, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, Walkem, Humphreys, Holbrook, 
Sanders, Robson, Pemberton, Davie. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the By-Law Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Municipal Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till this day week. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Mining Bill. 
Ordered to be deferred till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Anatomy Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


222 15 FEBRUARY 1869 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the By-law Bill. 
A debate arose, which having terminated, and the question of the second 
reading being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 4. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was read the second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Ball seconding, 


That His Excellency the Governor be humbly requested to order that a 
voyage to any foreign port shall be considered of not less than 40 days’ dura- 
tion, and that Vessels of 50 tons burden and upwards, bound foreign, shall be 
allowed to have their stores duty free. 


The Hon. the Collector of Customs moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. 
Walkem seconding, 


That Vessels of 50 tons and upwards, clearing for a foreign port, shall be 
allowed to have their stores duty free, in quantities proportioned to their 
respective voyages. 


On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 10. 


So the amendment was lost. 
On the original motion being put, the Council again divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 7. ; 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Draw- 
backs Bill. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 


Ordered that leave be granted to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 16th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Hamley, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, Alston, 


Ball, Drake, Helmcken, Davie, Humphreys, Ring, Robson, Wood, Carrall, 
Havelock, Sanders, Walkem, Holbrook. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
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The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of 3 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Probate Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Friday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Report of the 
Select Committee on Female Immigration. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved the following Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Ball 
seconding :— 

Resolved, That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor, recommending the adoption of the Immigration Scheme set forth 
in the Report of the Select Committee on that subject, and recommending the 
necessary appropriation of money for carrying out the same. 

On the question being put it was carried nemine contradicente, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Reconveyance Bill was read the 
second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ring, Ordered that the second reading of the 
Harewood Railway Bill be taken next. 
Bill read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with trifling amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Mining Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday, next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Anatomy Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Anatomy Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
School Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Tuesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Havelock, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 17th day of February, 1869. 





The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, O’Reilly, Hamley, 
Wood, Davie, Walkem, Carrall, Helmcken, Ring, Sanders, Humphreys, 
Bushby, Holbrook, Drake, Pemberton, Robson. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 3 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked leave to bring in 
the Civil Cases Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walken asked leave to bring in 
Partnership Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading ordered for Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked leave to bring in 
Companies Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Harewood Railway Extension Bill was read 
third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the 
“Harewood Colliery Company’s Railway Extension Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Reconveyance Bill was read the third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Vancouver 
Island Reconveyance Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the subject 
of Confederation. 
The Hon. Mr. Davie moved the following Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Wood 
seconding:— 
That this Council impressed with the conviction that under existing circum- 
stances, the Confederation of this Colony with the Dominion of Canada would 
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be undesirable, even if practicable, urges Her Majesty’s Government not to 
take any decisive steps towards the consummation of such Union. 

Whereupon a debate arose, during which, 

The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys 
seconding:— 

That this Council is of opinion, that in order to render Confederation of 
any practical benefit to British Columbia, the great territory lying east of the 
Rocky Mountains must first be transferred to the Dominion of Canada and 
opened up to Immigration and settlement; that, inasmuch as the transfer of 
that territory is still an open question, it would be premature for this Council 
to give any definite expression of opinion on the subject. 

Which having been debated for some time, the Hon. Member asked leave 
to withdraw it. 


Ordered that leave be granted. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Alston then moved the following amendment, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding: — 

That however desirable Confederation with Canada may hereafter become, 
this Council believes that until the great territory intervening between this 
Colony and the Dominion is transferred to the Crown, and contains a larger 
and more settled population, it would be premature to express any definite 
opinion on the subject. 

On this amendment being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 11. 


The names, by request, having been taken down by the Clerk, as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Havelock, The Hon. Messrs. Davie, 

Humphreys, Trutch, 

Carrall, Helmcken, 

Robson, Drake, 

Walkem. Sanders, 
O’Reilly, 
Holbrook, 
Wood, 
Ring, 
Ball, 
Pemberton. 


So the amendment was lost. 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch then moved that the original motion be amended by 
the insertion of the word “present” between “the” and “consummation.” 


The Hon. Mr. Crease seconding. 
On the question of this amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes li, Noes-o. 
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The names having been taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Davie, The Hon. Messrs. Havelock, 
Trutch, Humphreys, 
Helmcken, Carrall, 
Drake, Robson, 
Sanders, Walkem. 
O'Reilly, 

Holbrook, 
Wood, 
Ring, 

Ball, 
Pemberton. 


So the amendment was carried. 
On the original question as amended being put, the Council divided. 


Ayes 11, Noes 5. 
The names having been taken down as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Davie, The Hon. Messrs. Havelock, 
Trutch, Humphreys, 
Helmcken, Carrall, 
Drake, Robson, 
Sanders, Walkem. 
O’Reilly, 

Holbrook, 
Wood, 
Ring, 

Ball, 
Pemberton. 


So it passed in the affirmative, and it was Resolved, 

That this Council, impressed with the conviction that under existing cir- 
cumstances the Confederation of this Colony with the Dominion of Canada 
would be undesirable, even if practicable, urge Her Majesty’s Government 
not to take any decisive steps toward the present consummation of such Union. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Walkem, the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 18th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, Carrall, Robson, 
Ball, Alston, Holbrook, Helmcken, Humphreys, Wood, Drake, Havelock, 
Hamley, Pemberton, O’Reilly. 
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On the Minutes of the previous Meeting being read, the following Protest 
was placed on the Books, after which, they were confirmed:— 


PROTEST. 


We, the undersigned Members of the Legislative Council, desire to place on 
record our protest against the action of the Council at its last sitting upon the subject 
of Confederation with Canada. 

1. It has been conceded by all that the admission of British Columbia into the 
Dominion of Canada is not likely to take place until the territory intervening has 
first been admitted and more thickly settled. Under these circumstances it was 
premature and injudicious for the Council to discuss and pronounce an opinion on 
the subject. 

2. The Council as at present constituted is not a Representative body, and 
hence does not fairly reflect public opinion on this subject. 

3. The Colonists resident on the Mainland, the larger and more productive 
portion of the United Colony, together with a large minority in Vancouver Island, 
are nearly unanimous in favour of Confederation upon fair and equitable terms, 
when the proper time shall have come for its consummation. This will appear evi- 
dent from the simple fact that all the Elective Members from the Mainland were 
returned as Confederationists, and that every one of those Members now join in this 
protest. 

(Signed) R. W. W. CarRaLt, Cariboo District, 
HENRY HAVELOCK, Yale District. 
T. B. Humpnureys, Lillooet District, 
E. G. ALSTON, J.P., (as to the first clause), 
JNo. Rosson, New Westminster District, 
Gero. A. WALKEM, J.P. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Carrall seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor re- 
commending that a drawback of 75 cents may be allowed on every barrel of 
Flour manufactured within the Colony from imported Wheat, upon which 
Duty of Customs has been paid. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 9, Noes 6. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that a drawback may be granted upon Biscuit made in the Colony 
from imported Flour, equal to the duty on such Flour, provided that the 
Biscuit be exported. 

Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, re- 
commending him to grant the sum of $1,000 as a reward to any party who will 
discover a suitable pass, proper to make a trail, from Columbia River, in the 
neighbourhood of Eagle Pass, to Wild Horse Creek, so as to avoid the river 
navigation of 150 miles to the mouth of the Kootenay River; the said pass to 
pass through the Selkirk Range of mountains at not a higher elevation than 
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2,500 feet; and His Excellency the Governor in Council to be the judge as to 
when the reward is earned. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 8. 
So the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Ball seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting him to offer a premium of $2,500, or such sum as he may deem fit 
or proper, for the erection, in this part of the Colony, of the first Gold Quartz 
Mill, capable of crushing not less then five tons per day; provided, also, that the 
said Mill shall have been worked bona fide for three months after its erection. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 2, Noes 10. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Loan Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Havelock moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
recommending that for the purpose of encouraging the manufacture of Sugar 
from Beet Root in the Colony, the following bounty be offered:— 

For the first 100 bags of Sugar, containing 100 Ibs. each, $1,000; for the 
same quantity produced the next succeeding year $150; for the same quantity 
produced the next succeeding year $100; provided that the said Sugar be 
manufactured in the Colony, and from beet grown therein. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 4. 

So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 

Pursuant to a deferred Order, the Council went into Committee on the Loan Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 

Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Pemberton, the Council adjourned till 1 
o'clock to-morrow. 

















Friday, the 19th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, 
Alston, Walkem, Holbrook, Robson, Humphreys, Ring, Pemberton, Drake, 
Havelock, Helmcken, Carrall, O’Reilly. 
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The Minutes of the previous Meeting were then read. 
On the question of their being confirmed being put, 
The Hon. Mr. Crease moved that a Protest on the subject of the vote on 
Confederation appearing therein be erased. 
Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 10. 
So the motion was lost, and the Minutes were confirmed as read. 


PROTEST. 


The undersigned, Members of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
protest against the statements contained in the Protest placed yesterday upon the 
Journals against the vote of this Council on the subject of Confederation with 
Canada:— 

1. Because the preamble thereto is wrong in principle, as reflecting upon the 
Council and as tending to restrict the undoubted right of the Council to discuss 
all matters relating to the Colony, and to come to a conclusion thereon. 

2. Because, although it states that “It has been conceded by all that the admis- 
sion of British Columbia into the Dominion of Canada is not likely to take place 
until the territory intervening has been admitted and more thickly settled,” still 
that concession being only known by the result of the discussion, shews that the 
discussion itself was neither premature nor injurious. 

3. Because it was necessary to pronounce an opinion upon the subject, for the 
following reasons :— 

(a.) The present Session is the first held after a General Election, at which 
General Election the subject of Confederation was for the first time brought before 
the Constituencies, it was necessary for the Elected Members to express the opinion 
of their Constituents upon the subject. 

(b.) The Council had, in answer to His Excellency the Governor’s address 
at the opening of the Council, stated that “the important topics of Reciprocity and 
Confederation with Canada will be discussed, and trust that some satisfactory 
solution of these important questions will be arrived at.” 

(c.) The result of the discussion, differing from that arrived at in former Coun- 
cils, proves the necessity, seeing that the last Resolution rescinds those of former 
Sessions. 

(d.) The protestants themselves brought forward a Resolution pronouncing 
an opinion upon the subject, that Resolution however not being in accordance with 
their protest. 

(e.) “Common report” tended to show that efforts were being made to induce 
Her Majesty’s Government to join this Colony to the Dominion of Canada. 

4. Because the second section of the said Protest is mere assertion. 

5. Because the statement that “the Colonists resident upon the Mainland, 
together with a large minority in Vancouver Island, are nearly unanimous in favour 
of Confederation,” is a mere assertion, but that all the Members returned by Van- 
couver Island were anti-Confederationists is a fact. 

6. Because there is reason to believe that the statement “that all the Elective 
Members from the Mainland were returned as Confederationists” is incorrect; and 
“that every one of those Members join in this protest” is not a fact, because one 
Elected Member from the Mainland has not yet taken his seat in the Council. 


(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN, Victoria, 
M. W. T. DRAKE, Victoria, 
THoMaAS L. Woop, J.P., 
HENRY HOLBROOK, J.P., 
J. C. Davig, Victoria District. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of 3 motions. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the By-law Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Probate 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton, 
Chairman of the Committee, stated that the Committee had risen without a 
report, so the Probate Bill lapsed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Fire Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 

man of the Committee, reported progress made, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. 
on Monday next. 





Monday, the 22nd day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Ring, Wood, Carrall, Helmcken, Drake, Walkem, Humphreys, Holbrook, 
Sanders, Robson, Pemberton, O’Reilly, Havelock, Davie. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read. 

On the question of their confirmation being put, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
moved, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding:— 

That the counter Protest now read in the Minutes of Friday’s proceedings, 
be expunged. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, the Council divided. 

Ayes 8, Noes 12. 
The names having been taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Carrall, The Hon. Messrs. Crease, 
Havelock, Hamley, 
Humphreys, Bushby, 
Alston, Helmcken, 
Walkem, Drake, 
Trutch, Wood, 
Robson, Davie, 
Ball. Sanders, 

O’Reilly, 
Pemberton, 
Ring, 
Holbrook. 


So the amendment was lost, and the Minutes were confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to bring in 
the St. Andrew’s Church Incorporation Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time tomorrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Holbrook seconding, the following Resolution:— 

That the Governor be respectfully asked to direct that a sum of $3,000 be 
entered on the Supplementary Estimates, to be applied to the repair of the 
Bridges and Roads in the District of Nanaimo. 

After which, the Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Crease moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Trutch seconding: 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting him to take the matter of Protests into consideration, and to send 
down to the Council a Standing Order regulating the insertion of Protests on 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the Council. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Davie seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending that certain arrears due School Teachers be paid out of the 
sum voted in the Estimates for School purposes. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 7, Noes 8. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 

Robson seconding. 

That there shall be three evening sittings of this Council per week during 
the remainder of this Session, viz.: on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
On such days, Mr. President shall leave the Chair at 5 o’clock p.m., without 
question put, and take the chair again at 7 o’clock p.m., at which time the 
business shall be taken up at the point where it may have been left off. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 11, Noes 8. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Municipal Amendment Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Wednesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Mining Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Civil Cases Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Partnership Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Companies Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Road Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Volunteer Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading Ordered for Thursday next. 


The Hon. Mr. Crease moved that the Council do now adjourn till 11 to-morrow. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes, 6, Noes 11. 
So the motion was lost. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the By-Law Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Thursday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Pre-emption Bill. 
Ordered that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading Ordered for Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced his 
Stipendiary Magistrates Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 





Tuesday, the 23rd day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Wood, Sanders, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, Walkem, Robson, Alston, Ring, 
Havelock, Humphreys, Holbrook. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
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The Hon. Mr. Robson, Chairman of a Select Committee, appointed to consider the 

Supreme Court Bill, brought up a Report.’ 

Ordered that the same be read. 

Read accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Crease moved that this Report be considered the day after 
to-morrow. 

The Hon. Mr. Walkem moved, in amendment, that it be considered 
to-morrow. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 12. Noes 8. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Walkem gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Alston seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That a Select Committee be appointed to draw up and submit for the 
approval of His Excellency, proper Standing Orders respecting the introduction 
of Private Bills, and regulating the fees to be charged thereon. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
School Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the St. Andrew’s 
Church Bill, 
A debate arose, during which, 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 10. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council the Returns respecting the 
Schools of Vancouver Island,8 called for in their Resolution of the 12th of January. 


Government House, 
23rd February, 1869. 
On the question of the second reading of the above Bill being put, the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 4. 
So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was read the second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Thursday next. 


7 Ibid., pp. v—Vi. 
8 Tbid., pp. vi-vii. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Road Bill was read a second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Draw- 
backs Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered to be read third time on Thursday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 11 o’clock, 
to-morrow. 

















Wednesday, the 24th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Wood, Pemberton, Robson, Helmcken, Carrall, Davie, Drake, 
Havelock, Ring, Sanders, Alston, Holbrook, Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the School Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Common School 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion relative to Customs Certificates, 
standing in the name of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. Drake 
seconding, the following Resolution: — 
That the Governor be respectfully requested to issue a Commission to revise 
and consolidate the Laws of the Colony. 
On the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 10, Noes 4. 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Ring seconding, the following Resolution: — 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 

asking for copies of the correspondence relating to the demand of the Chief 
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Justice of Vancouver Island to retain certain portions of the Fees of the 
Inferior Courts of Civil Justice, and of the Bankruptcy Court. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked leave to bring in 
Law of Evidence Bill. 
On the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 14, Noes 4. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Walkem asked leave to bring in 
the Replevin Bill. 
On the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 14, Noes 4. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Report 
of the Select Committee on the Supreme Courts Bill. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Report be adopted. 

The Hon. the Attorney General moved in amendment, 

That an Ordinance to regulate the Supreme Courts of Justice of British 
Columbia be now read a second time, and that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Supreme Courts Bill be considered in Committee of the whole 
House. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson then withdrew his motion, leave having been granted. 
On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General being put, 

It was carried in the affirmative and the Bill was read second time. 

Ordered to be committed forthwith, and that the Report of the Select 
Committee be sent down to the Committee. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments, and 
asked leave to sit again on the Report. 

Ordered that the Bill be read third time to-morrow, and that leave be granted 
to the Committee to sit again presently. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 11. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on 
behalf of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to establish Banks for 
Savings within the Colony of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
23rd February, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 12. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance for promoting the Public Health 
in the Colony of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
23rd February, 1869. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 13. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to appropriate the sum of 
$419,335.50, out of the General Revenue of the Colony, for the contingent service 
of the year 1869.” 


Government House, 
23rd February, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 14. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to enable the Queen Charlotte 
Mining Company, Limited, to change their Registered Office from the City of New 
Westminster to the City of Victoria.” 


Government House, 
24th February, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 15. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on 
behalf of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the appointment 
of Commissioners to take Affidavits and Bail.” 


Government House, 
24th February, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 16. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Comparative Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditure of the Colony of British Columbia for the year 1867, as 
certified by the Auditor General. 


The amount provided for by Acts for the service of 


TCE VCE WAS 20 cee eaters en a ed ees ee eR $706,853.30 
mheractiials Expenditure ae eaeee ene mcrae een 505,868.42 
ILGEIainies Cannel ore Wines qoysiayeleel $200,984.88 


It will be seen, however, on reference to the details of expenditure, that there 
is included in the actual expenditure a sum of $85,476.29 made up of disbursements 
either in excess of distinct votes or occasioned by the unforeseen requirements of 
the public service. These disbursements are consequently not covered by the 
Appropriation Act for the year. 

It will also be seen by the enclosed Statement that the sum of $12,073.76 is 
included in the disbursements of the year, on account of arrears of expenditure for 
Vancouver Island; and $36,915.93 on account of arrears of the Mainland for 
previous years. 

The Governor forwards a Bill to authorize this expenditure. 


Government House, 
24th February, 1869. 
Ordered that the above Message be printed, and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Report of the Select 
Committee on the Supreme Courts Bill. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 

That the Report of the Supreme Courts Bill be referred back to the Select 
Committee. 

Ordered that the Report be referred back accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Mining Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that he had been directed to ask the Presiding 
Member if it were competent for the Committee to move the Resolution 
handed in. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member deferred judgment. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Municipal Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


The Council then adjourned during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, and pursuant to the Order of the day, the Civil 
Cases Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


According to Order, the Partnership Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Companies Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Friday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Stipendiary Magistrates Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time tomorrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Cattle 
Bill. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock, to-morrow. 








Thursday, the 25th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, Carrall, Robson, 
Ball, Alston, Holbrook, Helmcken, Humphreys, Wood, Drake, Hamley, 
Crease, Pemberton, O’Reilly, Walkem, Ring, Davie. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson, Chairman of the Select Committee on the Supreme Court 
Bill, brought up a supplement to their Report, in the shape of an address to 
the Queen on the subject of the condition of the Courts of the Colony. 

Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered that the Report be received and considered on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved the following 
Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Robson seconding:— 

That the Government be recommended to make provision for the establish- 
ment of a labour exchange, with an Office at New Westminster, and another 
at Victoria. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 9, Noes 7. 


So it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson asked leave to bring in 
Victoria City Water Bill. 
Order that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved the following 
Resolution :— 
That a sum of money (say $500) be granted to any one who discovers the 
best line of road to Cowichan. 
After which, the Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Stipendiary Magistrates Bill was 


read the third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and that its title 
be “The Stipendiary Ordinance, 1869.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Partnership Bill was read the third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Partnership 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Civil Cases Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Civil Procedure 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Supreme Court Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that it be read third time this day six months. 
On the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 11. 


The names, by request, having been taken down by the Clerk, as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Ring, The Hon. Messrs. Crease, 
Wood, Hamley, 
Davie, Bushby, 
Humphreys, Alston, 
Carrall, Trutch, 
Helmcken, Sanders, 
Drake, O'Reilly, 
Robson, Holbrook, 
Walkem. Ball, 

Pemberton. 


The vote was found to stand, Ayes 9, Noes 10, the Hon. Mr. Davie having 
voted in the negative, but on the names being taken down, claimed to have 
voted in the affirmative. 

The claim was overruled by the Presiding Member, who declared the vote 
to stand as originally declared, Ayes 8, Noes 11. 

So the amendment was lost. 

On the question of the third reading of the Bill being put, the Council 
divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 8. 


The names having been taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Crease, The Hon. Messrs. Ring, 
Hamley, Wood, 
Bushby, Davie, 
Alston, Humphreys, 
Trutch, Carrall, 
Holbrook, Helmcken, 
Sanders, Drake, 
Ball, Robson. 
O’Reilly, 


Pemberton. 
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So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Bill was then read third time 
accordingly, and Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Supreme 
Courts Ordinance, 1869.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Drawbacks Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable the said Bill to be recommitted. 

The Standing Orders having been suspended, nemine contradicente, the Bill 
was recommitted. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill now complete. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill now read third time. 

Read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and 
its title be the ““Drawbacks Ordinance, 1869,” 

The Hon. Mr. Holbrook dissentiente. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: — 
Message No. 17. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the Reconveyance of 
Vancouver Island to the Crown.” 


Government House, 
25th February, 1869. 
On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Volunteer Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the By-Law Bill, 
The question being put, the Bill lapsed, the motion to leave the Chair having 
been negatived. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the St. 
Andrew’s Church Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Municipal Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted to sit again presently. 


The Council adjourned during pleasure. 


On resuming its sitting, the Council went again into Committee on the Municipal 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Walkem, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress made, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 
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The Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked that the Standing Orders be suspended, to enable 
him to give notice of motion. 
Motion negatived. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Standing Orders be suspended, to enable 
him to give notice of motion. 


Standing Orders suspended, and the Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member, pursuant to a Resolution of yesterday’s date, 
appointed the following Hon. Members as a Select Committee on Private Bills: 
The Hon. Messrs. Holbrook, Alston, Wood, Helmcken, Havelock. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member gave his decision on a question of Order from 
the Chairman of the Mining Bill Committee, referred yesterday. 

That the amendment offered was out of order, the clause to which it referred 

having been already reported complete, and the Report having been adopted. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 11 o’clock 
to-morrow. 











Friday, the 26th day of February, 1869. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Hamley, Trutch, Bushby, Sanders, Ball, 
Alston, Davie, Wood, Robson, Humphreys, Ring, Pemberton, Carrall, 
Havelock, Helmcken, O’Reilly. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Havelock seconding: 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending that the article of Boiler Tubes, having evidently been 
inadvertently omitted from the free list, may be included therein, and that 
the proper Officer be instructed to that effect. 

On the question being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 7, Noes 8. 


So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Pre-emption Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered to be read third time to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Road Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Monday. 


The Council adjourned during pleasure. 
On the Council resuming its sitting, 


According to Order, the Companies Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Volunteer 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Tuesday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the St. 
Andrew’s Church Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Wed- 
nesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Mining Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Monday. 


The Standing Orders having been suspended, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. 
Trutch, the Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


The Standing Orders having been suspended, on the motion of the Hon. the 
Attorney General, the Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


The Council adjourned during pleasure. 
On the Council resuming its sitting, 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Loan 
Bill, 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 


man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Tuesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. on 
Monday next. 











——— 
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Monday, the Ist day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Bushby, 
Ring, Wood, Helmcken, Drake, Walkem, Humphreys, Pemberton, Davie. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Cattle Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the “Cattle Ordinance, 
1386927 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Pre-emption Bill was read the third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be ‘““The Pre-emption 
Payment Ordinance, 1869.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Road Bill, 
Ordered to be deferred till later in the day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Mining Bill was read the third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Mineral Ordinance, 
1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Trutch introduced the Water Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Second reading Ordered for Thursday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Crease asked leave to bring in 
Religious Institutions Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supplemental Supply Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Fire Aid Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Municipal Bill. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported that no further progress was made, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Wednesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of Mr. Nicholson’s 
Petition, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Com- 
panies Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Wed- 
nesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 








Tuesday, the 2nd day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Wood, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, Walkem, Alston, Ring, Humphreys, Have- 
lock, Ball, Davie, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 
Message No. 18. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with the Resolution of the Legislative Council, the Governor 
forwards a Return shewing the amount of Revenue derived from Kootenay, during 
the year 1868.9 

Government House, 
1st March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 19. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance further to extend the time granted 
to the Harewood Colliery Company, Limited, by ‘The Harewood Railway Com- 
pany’s Act, 1864,’ for making and completing a Tramway from the Company’s 
Mines to Departure Bay, Nanaimo.” 


Government House, 
1st March, 1869. 


9 [bid., p. vii. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 20. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to regulate the Supreme Courts 
of Justice of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
1st March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 21. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to provide for the Fencing of Land 
in British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
1st March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 22. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


In compliance with a Resolution of the Legislative Council, dated 20th Janu- 
ary, 1869, the Governor forwards a Return shewing the Revenue and Expenditure 
on account of the steamer Sir James Douglas, for the year 1868;1°9 a Return shewing 
the Income and Expenditure on account of the Assay Office, for 1868, and the total 
amount of gold assayed at this office during the same year.11 The probable amount 
of Gold taken out of the Mines cannot be stated. 


The Governor also forwards Returns shewing the cost per diem of keeping a 
prisoner at New Westminster Gaol, and at the Victoria Gaol;12 and likewise the 
amount expended during 1868, upon the Main Trunk Road of the Mainland portion 
of the Colony, and of the average annual expense of keeping it in repair.13 


Government House, 
1st March, 1869. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Road Bill was read the third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Road Ordinance, 
1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Fire Bill was read the third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Fire Companies’ Aid 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Religious Institutions Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the 
Supplemental Supply Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O'Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 
10 Jbid., p. vil. 
11 Jbid., p. viii. 


12 [bid., p. viii. 
18 [bid., p. viii. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Volunteer Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Volunteer Ordinance, 
1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Loan Bill, 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Friday 
next. 


Pursuant to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Address to the Queen 
on the state of the Courts of the Colony, which had been prepared by the 
Select Committee on the Supreme Courts Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 

That this Council thinks it advisable that Moselle Wine and Sauterne should 
be considered as being included in the term Claret, and that this Resolution 
be transmitted to His Excellency the Governor. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 








Wednesday, the 3rd day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, O’Reilly, Bushby, Alston, 
Ball, Drake, Helmcken, Davie, Humphreys, Ring, Wood, Carrall, Walkem, 
Havelock, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supplemental Supply Bill was read the third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “An Ordinance 
granting a Supplemental Supply of One hundred and thirty-four thousand 
four hundred and sixty-five dollars and ninety-eight cents, out of the General 
Revenue of the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, for the con- 
tingent service of the years 1866-7, respectively. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the St. Andrew’s Church Incorporation Bill was 
read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be 
the “St. Andrew’s (Presbyterian) Church Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Companies Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and that its title be the “Companies 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 
That the interests of the Colony demand, and it would be wise on the part 
of the Government to ordain, that the Customs Duties upon articles in which 
a trade can be carried on with Foreign Ports should be very materially 
reduced, at the earliest possible period. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 2. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in the County Courts Declaratory Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Helmcken, respecting Court Fees, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the 
Hon. Mr. Helmcken, respecting Beacon Hill Park, 
Ordered that the same be postponed till later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Water Bill, 
The Bill lapsed. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Council went into Committee on 
the Municipal Amendment Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Walkem, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to a deferred Order, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 
That in the opinion of this Council it would be advantageous to transfer, by 
a proper Deed of trust, Beacon Hill Park to the Municipal Corporation of the 
City of Victoria, for the use of the Public. 
Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, the Hon. Member 
asked leave to withdraw the same. 
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On the question of leave to withdraw being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 4, Noes 8. 

So it passed in the negative. 

On the original question being put, the Council again divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 9. 

So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Humphreys, the Council adjourned till 
1 o'clock to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 4th day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, Wood, 
Davie, Walkem, Carrall, Helmcken, Ring, Humphreys, Bushby, Drake, 
Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie moved, the Hon. Mr. Drake 
seconding: 
That the Indian Liquor Law, being both inoperative and mischievous, 
should be forthwith repealed. 
Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 6. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Petition 

of Messrs. Jones and Hayward, window-sash manufacturers. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Davie seconding:— 

That the Petition of Messrs. Jones and Hayward be forwarded to the 
Governor, with the request that the prayer be complied with. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 4, Noes 6. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Carrall seconding. 

That the Report of the Select Committee, appointed on the Drawbacks Bill, 
be transmitted to the Governor, with the humble request that the suggestions 
made in that Report may be carried out. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Water Supply Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Petition 

of J. C. Nicholson. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Ring seconding, 

That a Select Committee be now appointed to enquire into the Petition of 
J. C. Nicholson. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved 
accordingly. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Select Committee: — 

Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, Carrall, Walkem, Ball, O’Reilly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Religious 
Institutions Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 


Ordered to be read third time on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Address to the Queen on the subject of the position of the Courts of the 
Colony. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that no further progress was made, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Tuesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. on 
Tuesday next. 











Tuesday, the 9th day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, O’Reilly, Walkem, 
Wood, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, Alston, Ring, Humphreys, Pemberton, 
Sanders, Ball, Davie, Robson. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 23. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received certain Resolutions passed in the Committee of 
Supply of the Legislative Council of the 20th January, 1869. 

The Governor agrees with the Council in the opinion that the present system 
adopted in keeping the public accounts of this Colony is of too complex a character, 
and one that leads to unnecessary expenditure. He will, therefore, place himself in 
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communication on the subject with the Secretary of State. He would, however, 
observe that the practice of doubly auditing the accounts of the Colony has been 
introduced and maintained solely for the protection of the public during the present 
undeveloped Legislative Constitution of the Colony. 

2. The item of $900 for the Revenue Officer, Burrard Inlet, shall be increased 
to $1,200. The person appointed to the office shall be directed to act as Constable. 

3. The Assistant Gold Commissioner at Cariboo has already been directed 
not to reduce the salaries of the Chief Constable and Clerk of the District. 

4. The whole arrangements connected with the Lillooet-Clinton District are 
now under consideration. 


Government House, 
8th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 24. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Despatch received from His 
Grace the late Secretary of State, in reply to one in which the Governor brought 
forward, very earnestly, the claim to compensation of such Public Officers as had, 
through no fault of their own, suffered grievous losses by the removal of the Seat 
of Government from New Westminster to Victoria.14 

2. With equal earnestness, he presses the matter upon the favourable considera- 
tion of the Legislative Council; but the Session being so near its close, he should be 
glad to be authorized to deal with the question during the recess, assisted by an 
enlarged Executive Council. 


Government House, 
8th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 25. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor has received the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council 
requesting him to take the matter of Protests into consideration, and to send down 
to the Council a Standing Order to regulate the insertion of Protests on the Minutes 
of the Proceedings of the Council. 

The only case in which it appears to him that a protest will be required from 
dissentient Members of Council, is where the full force of the Government is used 
to carry a measure against the unanimous wishes and votes of the Un-official Mem- 
bers. In such a case it would be the duty of the Un-official Members to enter on 
the Minutes of the Council a protest setting forth the grounds of their objection, 
and require the Governor that he should transmit it for the consideration of the 
Secretary of State. 


It is thus that in communities in which, from the absence of large constitu- 
encies, the Crown still retains the greater Legislative power, the responsibility of the 
Government can still be made effective. 

The Secretary of State is responsible to Parliament, and Parliament is not slow 
to listen to any complaint of alleged misgovernment in the Colonies. 

The Governor proposes to reconsider the Standing Orders before he again 
meets the Council. 


Government House, 
8th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 26. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor, fully concurring in the Resolution passed by the Legislative 
Council on the 16th February, recommending the adoption of a scheme for the 


14 [bid., p. viii. 


re 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 6TH SESSION 251 


promotion of Female Emigration to this Colony, will place himself in communi- 
cation on the subject, at once, with the Secretary of State. 


Government House, 
8th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 27. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor sends down to the Legislative Council certain amendments to 
the Mineral Ordinance, 1869, calculated to improve its working. 


Government House, 
9th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 28. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor sends down to the Legislative Council the “Cattle Ordinance, 
1869,” for the insertion of a suspending clause. 


Government House, 
9th March, 1869. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake presented a Petition of certain of the inhabitants of Victoria, 
in reference to the supply of Water. 
Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Davie gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented the Report of the Select Committee appointed 
to consider the Petition of J. C. Nicholson. 


Ordered that the same be referred to Committee of the whole House. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that no amendments had been made to the 
Report, and that the Committee recommend its adoption. 


On the question of the adoption being put, 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved, the Hon. Mr. Hamley seconding, 


That the Report be printed, and its adoption postponed till it had been 
placed in the hands of Members. 


On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 10. 

So the amendment was lost. 

On the original question being put, the Council again divided. 
Ayes 11, Noes 5. 
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The names, by request, having been taken down by the Clerk, as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Ring, The Hon. Messrs. Crease, 
Wood, Alston, 
Davie, Trutch, 
Humphreys, Hamley, 
Carrall, Pemberton. 
Helmcken, 
Drake, 
Robson, 
Ball, 
Sanders, 
O’Reilly. 


So the Report was adopted.15 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council went into Committee 
to consider the alteration proposed by the Governor to the Cattle Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for adoption by the 
Council:— 

That the Governor be respectfully acquainted that this Council has con- 
curred in the amendment proposed by His Excellency to the Cattle Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Water Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Thursday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
address to the Queen on the subject of the condition of the Courts of the 
Colony. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Thursday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the County Courts Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Thursday. 


Pursuant to a deferred Order, the Council went into Committee on the Municipal 
Amendment Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Pemberton, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on 
Thursday. 


15 [bid., p. ix. 
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Pursuant to Order, the Religious Institutions Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Religious Institutions 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to Order, the Loan Bill was read third time, and it was Resolved that this 


Bill do pass and its title be “The Investment and Loan Societies Ordinance, 
1869.” 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 29. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance for the better protection of Cattle, 
and the better prevention of Cattle Stealing.” 


Government House, 
9th March, 1869. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Drake, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Thursday next. 





Thursday, the 11th day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Trutch, Crease, Sanders, Carrall, Robson, 
Ball, Alston, Helmcken, Humphreys, Wood, Hamley, Pemberton, Davie, 
Havelock, O’Reilly, Walkem, Ring. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 30. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting Pre-emption Claims.” 


Government House, 
10th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 
Message No. 31. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting Stipendiary Magis- 
trates.” 


Government House, 
10th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 32. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends that the following additions be made to the Bill 
entitled “An Ordinance to entitle Exporters of Goods to certain Drawbacks, and for 
other purposes” :— 
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“Provided that this Ordinance shall not take effect until Her Majesty’s approval 
thereof shall have been published in this Colony.” 
Government House, 
10th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 33, FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to amend the Law of Partner- 
ship.” 

Government House, 

10th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 34. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on 
behalf of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance granting a Supplemental 
Supply of $134,465.98 out of the General Revenue of the Colony of British Colum- 
bia and its Dependencies, for the contingent service of the years 1866-7 respectively. 


Government House, 
10th March, 1869. 
A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 35. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled the “Game Ordinance, 1869”:— 

That the words “but nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent 
bona fide Settlers in Country Districts from killing or getting such Game at any 
season for their own consumption merely” be added at the end of Clause I. 


Government House, 
11th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 36. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council that the following 
amendment be made in the Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the property of 
Religious Institutions in the Colony of British Columbia” :— 

That the words “after the consent of the Governor first had and obtained” be 
inserted after word “may” in Clause I., line 10. 


Government House, 
11th March, 1869. 
A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 37. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to establish a Volunteer Force.” 


Government House, 
11th March, 1869. 
A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 38. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to provide for the maintenance, 
improvement, and construction of Roads in British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
11th March, 1869. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 39. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the practise of Surgery, 
and for the encouragement of the Study of Anatomy.” 


Government House, 
11th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 40. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to amend the procedure in Civil 
Cases.” 


Government House, 
11th March, 1869. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council went into Com- 
mittee to consider the amendment proposed by His Excellency to the Draw- 
backs Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council:— 

That this Council humbly requests a conference with his Excellency the 
Governor, upon the subject of the Drawbacks Bill, 

And asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and leave granted. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council went into Committee 
to consider the amendment proposed by the Governor to the Game Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 

That the Governor be respectfully acquainted that the Council has agreed to 
the amendment proposed by His Excellency to the Game Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council went into Committee 
to consider the amendment proposed by His Excellency to the Religious 
Institutions Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 

That the Governor be respectfully acquainted that the Council has agreed to 
the amendment proposed by His Excellency to the Religious Institutions Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Municipal Amendment Bill was read the 
third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the 
“Victoria Municipal Amendment Ordinance, 1869.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, that the Council 
consider in Committee, the Governor’s Message No. 24, on the subject of 
compensation to certain officers. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Wood, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption 
of the Council. 

That the Governor’s recommendation with regard to compensation to Public 
Officers be agreed to. 

On the question being put, it was carried unanimously, and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration His Excel- 
lency’s Message No. 26, on the subject of Female Immigration. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. Alston seconding:— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
respectfully and earnestly recommending the immediate appointment of a 
Local Board for the purpose of carrying out the Immigration Scheme adopted 
by this Council during the present Session, and the appropriation of the sum 
asked for. 

On the question being put, it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Davie moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to order that 
the future execution of the Law of Capital Punishment in this Colony be 
assimilated to that of England. 

Whereupon a debate arose. 

During which the Hon. the Presiding Member intimated to the Council that 
the Governor was prepared to grant the conference sought by the Council on 
the Drawbacks Bill. 


The Council adjourned during pleasure. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, the Hon. the Presiding Member acquainted 
the Council that a conference had taken place with the Governor, on the sub- 
ject of the Drawbacks Bill. 

The Council went into Committee to consider the subject. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 

That in accordance with the result of the conference had this day with the 
Governor, the Drawbacks Bill be respectfully referred back to His Excellency. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 
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Discussion resumed on the Hon. Mr. Davie’s motion on capital punishment. 
The debate having terminated, and the question being put, the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 4, Noes 8. 


So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
County Courts Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Standing Orders suspended. 
The Hon. the Attorney General then introduced the Indian Reserve Bill. 
Read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


The Council then adjourned during pleasure. 


On resuming its sitting, the Council went into Committee on the amendments 
proposed by the Governor to the Mineral Lands Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 

man of the Committee, reported some progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and leave granted for to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Water Supply Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee to 
consider the Address to the Queen, on the subject of the condition of the 
Courts of the Colony. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 


man of the Committee, reported the following Address for the adoption of the 
Council :— 


To Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, By the Grace of God of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the Colonies and Dependencies 
thereof, in Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and Australasia, Queen, Defender 
of the Faith &c., &c. 


The humble Petition of the Legislative Council of Your Majesty’s Colony of 
British Columbia, 


SHEWETH:— 


1. That previous to “The British Columbia Act, 1866,” passed by the Imperial 
Parliament of Great Britain, whereby the then separate Colonies of British Co- 
lumbia and Vancouver Island were united into the existing Colony of British 
Columbia, each of such separate Colonies possessed a Supreme Court presided over 
by a single Judge, having sole authority within his Colony, with no appeal from his 
decision except to Your Majesty in Council, a proceeding too costly to be resorted 
to except in rare cases. 

2. On the Union of the two Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver 
Island, no provision was made by the Organic Act effecting such Union for the 
reconstruction of the Courts of Justice of the new Colony, and thus an important 
advantage anticipated from Union was not obtained. The new Colony still re- 
mained subject to two separate jurisdictions as before the Union; each portion of 
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the United Colony being, so far as the Administration of Justice was concerned, 
distinct and unconnected in every respect as if such Union had not taken place. 

3. The Legislative Council of British Columbia during their Session in the 
year 1868, passed a Supreme Court Ordinance (No. 1 annexed hereto) whereby, 
a single Supreme Court was intended to be established in the existing Colony of 
British Columbia, presided over by one Chief Justice with one or more Inferior or 
Puisne Judges, with a constitution moulded in analogy to the Institutions of Great 
Britain, and those of Your Majesty’s Colonial Possessions. 

4. This Ordinance failed to meet with Your Majesty’s approval, in consequence 
as your Petitioners infer, of the absence of any provision by way of pension for one 
of the Chief Justices, whose position would have been somewhat disadvantageously 
modified by the proposed change. We regret that such provision is beyond what the 
finances of this Colony can at present bear. 

5. “The Supreme Courts Ordinance, 1869,” (No. 2, annexed hereto) passed 
by the Legislative Council of British Columbia, during their present Session, in 
deference to the judgment of Your Majesty’s advisers in England, continues the 
order of things existing previously to the Union of Vancouver Island with British 
Columbia, “until a vacancy be created by the death, resignation, or otherwise,” of 
either of the existing Chief Justices of our two Supreme Courts. Although provision 
is made for mutual assistance being rendered by each of such Chief Justices to the 
other, yet this privilege is not given as matter of course, and as a right of the subject; 
but only as occasion may arise by favor, and with the consent of both of the existing 
Chief Justices. 

6. For these reasons, your Petitioners regret to say that, to the best of their 
judgment, the Ordinance is not calculated to meet the requirements of their fellow 
Colonists, nor to sustain the high character which British Justice has generally en- 
joyed in Your Majesty’s Dominions. 

7. Your Petitioners deem it unnecessary to specify in detail the loss, the 
inconvenience, and the miscarriage of justice which have ensued, and which cannot 
but ensue in a Colony where there exists the anomaly of two Supreme Courts, whose 
jurisdictions are not concurrent, whose process can only run over separate and 
distinct portions of such Colony, and where no practical appeal can be had as of 
right from the decisions of single Judges. Your Petitioners, therefore, most 
earnestly and respectfully represent to Your Majesty, that the interests of your 
Subjects, in this your Colony, require the establishment of a single Supreme Court, 
presided over by a Chief Justice and one or more Puisne Judges, as indispensable to 
the due and impartial administration of Justice. 

8. Your Petitioners would, therefore, humbly pray that Your Majesty may be 
pleased to take the circumstances of their case into Your most gracious considera- 
tion; and they would further, humbly solicit that as a practical solution of their 
difficulties, Your Majesty would be pleased to provide for one of the existing Chief 
Justices of Your Colony of British Columbia, as to Your Majesty may seem fit. 


And Your Petitioners will ever pray. 
Resolved, That this Report be adopted, and the address forwarded to His Excellency 
the Governor, with the request that the same may be transmitted to the Queen, 
through Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock, to-morrow. 











Friday, the 12th day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Hamley, Trutch, Ball, Crease, Helmcken, 
Alston, Davie, Wood, Ring, Carrall, O’Reilly, Walkem. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 41. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


With reference to the subject discussed in the conference the Governor had the 
honor to have yesterday with the Legislative Council, he has now to state that on 
deliberation he has determined not to assent to the Drawback Bill without instruc- 
tions from Home. He will, however, forward it for the consideration of the Secre- 
tary of State by the earliest opportunity, with no unfavourable comments. 


Government House, 
12th March, 1869. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented a Petition from the inhabitants of Victoria, 
against the Water Supply Bill.!6 
Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the County Courts Bill was read the third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be ““The County Courts 
Amendment Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Carrall seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be humbly requested to take such means 
as he may deem advisable, to put a stop to the practice of the employment of 
Spies in this Colony, by the Government of the United States of North 
America. 


Motion subsequently withdrawn, by leave. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked the Hon. the 
Acting Colonial Secretary, under what and whose authority Foreign steam- 
boats are allowed to carry Coal from Nanaimo, and land it upon the wharves 
at Victoria? 

The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Indian Reserve Bill was read a second time. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended, the Bill was read third time, 
and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Indian Reserve 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee to consider 
the amendments proposed by His Excellency to the Mineral Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 


16 [bid., p. ix. 
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That the Governor be acquainted that the Council have agreed to the 
amendments to the Mineral Bill proposed by His Excellency. 

The Council beg to recommend that in Section XVI, line 6, the word “ten” 
before the words “thousand dollars” be changed to “five.” 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Water 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, stated that it had risen without a report. 
So the Bill lapsed. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 p. m. 
to-morrow. 











Saturday, the 13th day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Trutch, Crease, Robson, Davie, Helmcken, 
Ball, Alston, Humphreys, Wood. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 
Message No. 42. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled the “Game Ordinance, 1869.” 


Government House, 
13th March, 1869. 
Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock 
on Monday next. 














Monday, the 15th day of March, 1869. 


The Council met at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Young, Crease, Trutch, Ball, Alston, Hamley, 
O’Reilly, Ring, Wood, Helmcken, Humphreys, Robson, Davie, Carrall, 
Havelock. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows:— 


Message No. 43. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to enable the Municipal Council 
of the City of Victoria to establish a permanent fund for the support of the Fire 
Establishments of the said City.” 


Government House, 
13th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 44, FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor recommends to the Legislative Council that the following 
amendments be made in the Bill entitled “An Ordinance to amend the “County 
Court Ordinance, 1867”:— 

That Clause II. be struck out. He is not prepared to say that the provision it 
contains may not be desirable hereafter; 

That in lieu thereof a new Clause be inserted and become Clause II., that is 
to say:— 

“Whereas doubts have arisen as to the effect of the Order of the Supreme Court 
of Civil Justice of Vancouver Island, made on the 3rd day of April, 1860; for the 
avoidance of all such doubts, be it enacted that no fees or moneys heretofore 
received from or on account of any proceedings in the Inferior or Summary Court 
of Civil Justice of Vancouver Island, shall be deemed to be or to have been due or 
payable or be paid to any Officer of the said Court, or other person whomsoever, 
but the same shall be and continue to be accounted for as part of the Revenue of the 
said Colony, any Rule, Law, or Order of any Court to the contrary notwith- 
standing.” 


Government House, 
13th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 45. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to establish Public Schools 
throughout the Colony of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
13th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 46. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to facilitate the working of Mineral 
Lands.” 


Government House, 
15th March, 1869. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 47. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the property of Religious 
Institutions in the Colony of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
15th March, 1869. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 48. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting Indian Reserves.” 


Government House, 
15th March, 1869. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council went into Committee 
to consider the amendments proposed by the Governor to the County Courts 
Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for adoption by the 
Council: — 

That the Governor be acquainted that the Council has agreed to the amend- 
ments proposed by His Excellency to the County Courts Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall presented 2 Petitions from the inhabitants of Okanagan and 

Osoyoos Districts. 

Ordered to be read. 

Read aloud by the Clerk accordingly. 

The Standing Orders having been suspended, the Hon. Mr. Carrall moved 
the following Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, :— 

That the above Petitions be transmitted to His Excellency the Governor. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, which being read is as follows: — 


Message No. 49. FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to amend ‘The County Court 
Ordinance, 1867.’ ” 


Government House, 
15th March, 1869. 


After which, His Excellency Frederick Seymour, Esquire, Governor of the Colony, 
having entered the Council Chamber, attended by his Private Secretary, and, 
being seated in the President’s Chair, made the following Speech proroguing 
the Council: — 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council: 


It will be no less gratifying to you than it is to me to close, for a time, our 
Legislative labours. It would be ungrateful on my part did I not acknowledge the 
care and candour with which you have considered every measure which has come 
before you. 

I have, likewise, to thank you for the spirit of initiation you have displayed, 
more conspicuously now than in any previous Session. The Government and people 
having vied to select the most eligible men to watch over the Public interests, I have 
felt it my duty to treat with the utmost respect all measures proposed by you. 

It is unnecessary that I should mention all the Ordinances to which I have 
assented. As arule, the Bills received from you have become Law. 

I have, however, hesitated, from no want of good feeling, over the Bill to 
incorporate the Members of St. Andrew’s Church. I do not like the Companies’ 
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Bill. I have in another Colony, found the placing the Crown and the Subject on the 
same footing as regards Costs in Civil Actions work very badly. There is no 
precedent for the principles enunciated in the Investment and Loan Societies Bill, 
that I am aware of. 

Understand, that not one of these proposed measures is finally disallowed. The 
Drawback Ordinance shall be forwarded with a favourable recommendation, by the 
earliest opportunity, to England, for instructions. Pending the receipt of them, I 
shall carefully consider how far my powers extend to remove any restrictions not 
absolutely required by law, which may appear to impede the operations of Com- 
merce. 

I am unable to concur with you in the alterations proposed in the Tariff and 
Excise. It is better to be faithful to a code, even when suspected of error, than to 
be constantly changing its details. I admit that our scale of taxation on Imports is 
not perfect, and I hope that I shall, before the next Session, be prepared to propose 
some amendments to it. 

Turning to mere Executive matters, 1 will at once consider the question of 
paying the expenses of Elected Members of Council; though I say at the outset that 
the principle is a bad one. 

I fully concur with you as to the propriety of appointing a Local Board for the 
furtherance of Female Immigration. 

I think the question of a Law Library can be settled on a somewhat larger scale 
than contemplated. 

The consolidation of the Laws of the two sections of the Colony shall receive 
earnest consideration during the recess. 

The Magistrates are authorized, in their discretion, to pay suitable rewards for 
the destruction of Wolves and Panthers. 

The support of the Government shall be given to the establishment of a Labour 
Exchange at New Westminster and Victoria. I shall communicate with Her 
Majesty’s Consul at San Francisco, respecting the expediency of instituting an 
Emigration Agency towards these shores in that town. 

Depend upon it that the interests of New Westminster and Burrard Inlet shall 
not be overlooked. 

I shall gladly endeavour to secure a site for the deposition and continual 
exhibition of the natural and other productions of the Colony. 

Your remonstrance as to the present position of the Supreme Courts shall not 
go Home unsupported. 

Spring, the emblem of hope, has early come upon us, and I trust will secure a 
long season at the Gold Mines, and an early rich crop on the Farms. It would be 
wrong for us to despond when Nature is doing all for this Country of unbounded 
resources and most charming climate. 

It seems to me impossible to believe that the attractions of British Columbia, 
though the bars of the Fraser have lost their wealth, will fail to obtain the notice of 
the world. I have the settled conviction that a few years will see this Colony among 
the most flourishing of Her Majesty’s many possessions. Already individual well- 
being is universal. 

With great satisfaction I proceed to relieve you from further attendance on 
your Legislative duties. I now prorogue Your Honorable Council, and the same is 
hereby prorogued accordingly. 
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OF 
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JOSEPH WILLIAM TRUTCH, CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND 
SURVEYOR GENERAL 
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EDWARD GRAHAM ALSTON, J. P. 
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DAVID BABINGTON RING, NANAIMO 

JOHN ROBSON, NEW WESTMINSTER. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 





ANTHONY MUSGRAVE. 


i=$ PROCLAMATION 


on 


By His Excellency ANTHONY MusGRAVE, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
Her Majesty’s Colony of British Columbia, Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the 
same, &c., &c., &c. 


To the Honourable the Legislative Councillors of the said Colony, and every of 
them, and whom else it may concern; 


Greeting. 


NOW YE that I, ANTHONY MUSGRAVE, under and by virtue of all powers and 

authorities in me in that behalf vested, do hereby command and, by the tenor 

of these presents, enjoin you, and each of you, that on TUESDAY, the FIFTEENTH 

day of FEBRUARY, One thousand eight hundred and seventy, at the Council 

Chamber, Victoria, personally you be and appear FOR THE DISPATCH OF 

BUSINESS, to treat and conclude upon those things which in the said Legislative 
Council may be ordained. 


GIVEN under my hand and the Public Seal of the Colony, at Government 
House, Victoria, in the Colony of British Columbia, this twenty-second day 
of January, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy and in the thirty-third year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


By His Excellency’s Command. 
PHILIP J. HANKIN, 
Colonial Secretary. 





VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS. 





Tuesday, the 15th day of February, 1870. 


Pursuant to the above Proclamation, the Legislative Council met this day, 


the following Members being present: — 


The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, Sanders, 
O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, Ring, Hum- 


phreys, Alston. 


At 2 o’clock, the Presiding Member, the Hon. P. J. Hankin, Colonial Secre- 
tary took the Chair. The Presiding Member acquainted the Council that the 
Governor, in consequence of illness, would be unable to attend the Council in 
person, but had deputed him to read the opening Speech, and had furnished 
him with a Dedimus Potestatem to swear in Members, which he read as 


follows:— 
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ret A. MUSGRAVE. 


To Philip J. Hankin, Esquire, Presiding Member of the Legislative Council of 
British Columbia, and whom else it may concern: 


Greeting. 


KNow YE that ANTHONY MUSGRAVE, EsQuiIRE, Governor of the Colony of 
British Columbia, reposing especial trust and confidence in the fidelity, learning, 
and integrity of the said Philip J. Hankin, and under and by virtue of all powers and 
authorities him, the said Anthony Musgrave, as such Governor in that behalf 
enabling, hath appointed, and by these presents doth give and grant unto the said 
Philip J. Hankin full power and authority to administer the customary oath to the 
Members of the Legislative Council, during its present Session. 


GIVEN under my hand and seal, at Victoria, British Columbia, this Four- 
teenth day of February, A. D. One thousand eight hundred and seventy, 
and in the 33rd year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


The following Members were then introduced:—Amor DeCosmos, Esquire, 
Francis Jones Barnard, Esquire, to whom the Presiding Member administered 
the customary oath. 


The Presiding Member then read the following gracious Speech from His 
Excellency :— 


Message No. 1. A. MUSGRAVE. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council:— 


An untoward accident has deprived me of the pleasure which I had anticipated 
from meeting you in person, on the first occasion of your assembling since I entered 
upon the administration of this Government. I desired the opportunity to assure 
you of my keen sense of the important trust which devolves upon me under the 
form of Constitution now prevailing in the Colony, and my earnest desire to dis- 
charge it with diligence and fidelity to the Community. I cannot delegate to others 
the authority and the duties which are confided to me. Complicated questions, 
conflicting interests, and divergent political opinions, all demand consideration, and 
practically upon them in many respects the decision must be mine. I assure you, 
gentlemen, that the labour is not light, nor can I easily acquit myself of the obliga- 
tions incumbent upon me. But I believe that I may rely with confidence upon your 
loyal assistance in the performance of my duty. I count upon your co-operation 
in labouring for the attainment of our common object—the promotion of the pros- 
perity of the Community with the protection of whose interests we are charged. 

Soon after my arrival I was able to visit some of the most distant parts of the 
Government, including the principal Mining District. The observation of an 
impartial stranger viewing scenes and objects new to him is often of greater value 
than the careless notice of persons to whom they are more familiar. The impression 
which I received of the condition and prospects of the Colony was more favourable 
than I had been led to anticipate. To me the indications of certain progress and 
growth of prosperity seemed manifest. I saw with pleasure the application of 
science to the development of the Gold Mines of Cariboo. With equal satisfaction 
I witnessed the extending Agriculture, and ascertained the success of Stock-raising 
within our borders. Exportation of Coal and Lumber is increasing, while the 
information which I gathered went to shew that the spirit of excitement and specula- 
tion which is only too apt to be prevalent in Gold producing countries has gradually 
subsided, leaving in its place a healthier tone of feeling and sounder basis for com- 
mercial transactions. 

Since my visit to the Mainland, recent discoveries of fresh Gold Fields have 
been reported, which if they prove to be important will tend to infuse new spirit 
into enterprise of all kinds, and will doubtless stimulate both trade and production. 
I have confidence in the future of British Columbia, if only her affairs are conducted 
with discretion; and at the base of all superstructure must lie the financial arrange- 
ments. 
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I shall lay before you at once the Estimates which have been prepared for the 
current year. The details will be explained by the Officers of the Government to 
whose Departments the several heads of appropriation relate. 

They contain few besides the usual provisions. The most important addition is 
a proposed subsidy of ($4,500) Four thousand five hundred Dollars, to the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, to assist in the maintenance of Telegraphic communica- 
tion with Portland, and through Portland with the rest of the World. It was repre- 
sented to me, upon evidence which I had no reason to doubt, that without this aid 
the communication would cease, and I have thought that under all the circum- 
stances it may be with propriety afforded. 

At the same time that application was made on this matter, the Telegraph 
Company offered to transfer to the Government their property in the line between 
Swinomish and Quesnelmouth as it stands, provided that the Government would 
undertake to repair, maintain, and work it. I caused careful enquiry to be made as 
to the probable cost to the Colony of such an undertaking, and found that it would 
amount to $8,000 for this year, in excess of any receipts which can be expected. I 
have not thought myself justified in incurring this outlay in view of our financial 
position unless special provision can be made for it. I have not, therefore, placed it 
on the Estimates, but I will lay papers relating to the matter before you. 

I have, however, included an appropriation of $5,000 for the promotion of 
Immigration, to provide for a continuation of the experiment which has been made 
to assist the introduction of Female Immigrants, and in the hope that we may be 
able to organize the commencement of some practical arrangement to aid the 
Immigration of Agricultural Settlers. Interest is manifested in England on the 
subject of Emigration, and I will endeavour to use means for diffusing a knowledge 
of our resources. 

The usual Votes which you will be asked to grant are computed with strict 
regard to economy. They contemplate augmented expenditure for Roads; but it 
has been found impossible to include provision for some matters to which I would 
gladly give attention. I desire to avoid Supplementary Estimates so far as it is 
practicable to do so, and not to exceed the provision authorized by you unless 
forced by great emergency. 

The year closed with a balance against the public at the Bank of British Colum- 
bia amounting to $27,000. I shall cause you to be furnished with Schedules of the 
Assets and Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st December last, which show a 
floating debt of large amount, for the repayment of which no fitting provision has 
been made. Until satisfactory arrangements are adjusted in respect of these liabili- 
ties it behoves us to be circumspect in sanctioning fresh disbursements. 

I will submit to you a Bill to give authority for the consolidation of this debt, 
by the issue of fresh Debentures at six per cent., and to provide for its liquidation 
by a Sinking Fund. 

I am aware that the complications arising from the existence of different 
Supreme Courts in the two sections of our United Colony have been the cause of 
much protest and discussion, you will, therefore, be glad to know that the difficulty 
in the way of more convenient arrangements has been removed by the promotion of 
the Chief Justice of Vancouver Island to another appointment. By the operation 
of the Ordinance passed by you during the last Session to regulate the Supreme 
Courts—to which the Queen’s assent has been given—a single jurisdiction is now 
established for the whole Colony, which will be administered by the Chief Justice 
of British Columbia, with the assistance of a Puisne Judge. I know that strong 
representations have been made as to the importance of providing a local Court of 
Appeal by the appointment of a third Judge, but I think it may be well first to note 
the working of the present alteration in the Judicial arrangements before deciding 
to incur the increased expense which would be necessary for that purpose. In fact 
this, as well as many other questions, is to some extent dependent upon the greater 
one of the expediency of Union with the Dominion of Canada, which it is my duty 
to bring before you. 

The Community is already acquainted with the Despatch which I have recently 
received from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State on this subject; and the careful 
consideration of it cannot longer be deferred with courtesy to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, or advantage to the Colony. I commend it to your earnest thought. For my 
own part, I am convinced that on certain terms, which I believe it would not be 
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difficult to arrange, this Colony may derive substantial benefit from such an Union. 
But the only manner in which it can be ascertained whether Canada will agree to 
such arrangements as will suit us, is to propose such as we would be ready to accept. 
With the assistance of my Council, I have prepared a scheme which I shall cause to 
be laid before you. Resolutions framed upon that basis will enable me to communi- 
cate with the Government of Canada and ascertain whether they will be willing to 
accede to our propositions. 

While the views of Her Majesty’s Government have been clearly and forcibly 
expressed upon this question, I am sure there is no desire to urge the Union, except 
in accordance with its general acceptance by British Subjects in the Colony. I do 
not, therefore, propose that any terms agreed upon by the Government of Canada 
should be finally accepted until ratified by the general verdict of the Community, so 
far as that can be ascertained through another Council, of which the Unofficial 
Members shall have been re-elected. 

The form of local Constitution must be to some extent modified in Confedera- 
tion with the other Provinces; and even in anticipation of that event, I think that an 
enlarged application of the principle of Representative Government to the composi- 
tion of your Honourable House would be expedient. I have already, by Her 
Majesty’s permission, reconstituted the Executive Council by the addition of two 
Unofficial Members representing populous Districts, from whose advice I receive 
valuable assistance. I shall go further in the same direction, and on the same prin- 
ciple. I shall ask for authority so to reconstitute the Legislative Council as to allow 
the majority of its Members to be formally returned for Electoral Districts. And to 
a Council so reconstituted I should look for a final decision upon any terms to which 
the Government of Canada may express readiness to agree. Further than this I 
frankly admit that I do not think it would be wise to go. I have had experience of 
several forms of Colonial Government, and I have no hesitation in stating my 
opinion that the form commonly called “Responsible Government” would not be 
found at present suited to a community so young and so constituted as this. It is 
not known in any of the neighbouring States or Territories. Experience has shewn 
that the system is expensive in its results, and its operation is not successful except 
in more advanced communities, with population of more homogeneous character 
than ours. But it will of course, after Union, be open to the Local Legislature, with 
the concurrence of the Government of the Dominion of Canada, to adopt what 
modification it shall choose of the existing Constitution. I have declared my opinion 
to you with candour. I think that you will appreciate my motive. I wish to aid 
only in what I believe will conduce to the welfare and prosperity of the Colony. 

I am glad to communicate to you that I have been acquainted by Lord Granville 
with the readiness of the Government of the United States to enter into a postal 
convention with British Columbia, which will be much more convenient to both 
parties concerned than the existing arrangements. It is proposed that the single 
rate of International postage on letters exchanged in either direction shall be six 
cents if paid in advance, and ten cents if unpaid, and that each office should retain 
all postage collected. This understanding will effect much simplification of the 
present Postal Regulations, and I have proposed that it shall come into operation at 
the beginning of the next Quarter of the Year. 

Nearly all the Ordinances assented to by my Predecessor during last Session 
have received Her Majesty’s sanction. 

The Bill to incorporate the Members of St. Andrew’s Church has, however, 
been disallowed, with the concurrence of the Colonial Committee of the Church of 
Scotland, to whom the measure was referred by the Secretary of State. And I have 
not yet received Her Majesty’s decision upon the School Ordinance. 

I shall lay before you a Despatch, with its enclosures, from the Secretary of 
State on the subject of the Drawbacks Ordinance of 1869. Pending your consider- 
ation of the information afforded by the Board of Trade and Commissioners of 
Customs, assent to this Bill is withheld. The operation of the Savings Bank Ordi- 
nance appears up to this time to be satisfactory. Some amendments may hereafter 
be required to facilitate the working of the Law, but so little time has been afforded 
for observing its effect that it seems unnecessary as yet to modify its provisions. 

So many subjects of public interest are more or less affected by the larger 
question of the expediency of Union with the Dominion that some can scarcely be 
dealt with advantageously until consideration has been afforded to that proposed 
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measure. Among these is the propriety of altering the Tariff. My Predecessor 
referred this question for the consideration of a Commission appointed for the 
purpose. The Members have not agreed in opinion as to the course to be pursued. 
Under such circumstances I think that it would be undesirable to make any changes 
at present. It has been found from experience in other places of Commercial 
importance that frequent alterations in the Tariff are injurious to trade. 

Certain Bills will, however, be submitted to you, chiefly having for their object 
the consolidation and assimilation of the Laws now in force in the two sections of 
the Colony relating to Land and the Registration of Titles. 

You have before you, Gentlemen, most important subjects for your deliber- 
ation, and I will not detain you longer from the discharge of your duties. 

I fervently hope that the Blessing of the Almighty Ruler of events may attend 
our labours, and direct our efforts for the good of the people of this community, 
and crown them with results promoting peace, justice, and prosperity. 


Government House, 
15th February, 1870. 
The Hon. the Presiding Member laid on the table the following papers:— 
Proposed Terms of Confederation, as agreed upon by the Governor in 
Council;! 
Papers on the subject of the Drawback Ordinance. 
Ordered that the former be read. 
Read aloud by the Clerk accordingly. 
Ordered to be printed. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, the Hon. Mr. Sanders seconding, 
Ordered that the Governor’s Message and Enclosures be printed for the 
use of Members. 


Moved by the Hon. Mr. Trutch, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Drake, and 
Resolved, That a Select Committee, to be named by the Presiding Member, 
be appointed to draw up and submit a reply to His Excellency’s gracious 
Speech. 
The following Hon. Members were appointed:—Messrs. Trutch, Drake, 
Carrall, O’Reilly, Hamley. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of 4 motions. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved the adjournment till 1 on Monday next. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken, in amendment, till 1 on Friday next. 
The amendment having been put and carried, the Council adjourned till 
Friday next, the 18th instant, at 1 o’clock. 




















Friday, the 18th day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Wood, Pemberton, Helmcken, Holbrook, Ring, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Robson, Carrall, Barnard, Alston, Drake. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


1 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
1870, pp. i-ii. 
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Edgar Dewdney, Esquire, Member for Kootenay, was then introduced into the 
Council Chamber, and, the customary oath having been administered, the 
Hon. Member took his seat at the Council Board. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member laid on the table the Estimates for the year. 
Ordered that the Council resolve itself into a Committee of Supply on 
Wednesday, the 22nd instant. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys presented a Petition from the inhabitants of Lillooet. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake presented a Petition from the School Teachers of Vancouver 
Island before Union. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Trutch, Chairman of the Select 
Committee appointed to draw up and submit a reply to His Excellency’s 
opening Speech, handed in Report. 

The Hon. Mr. Crease moved that the Report be adopted. 

The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, in amendment, that it be referred to a 
Committee of the whole Council. 

On amendment being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

The Hon. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported that 
some amendments had been made by the Committee, and the reply as 
amended was handed in for adoption by the Council. 

The amended Report was adopted as follows:— 


To His Excellency Anthony Musgrave, Governor of British Columbia. 


We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, Members of the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia, in Council assembled, sincerely regret the accident 
which has deprived us of the pleasure of personally meeting Your Excellency on 
this the first occasion of our being convened under Your Excellency’s adminis- 
tration. At the same time, we are fully aware that you have, notwithstanding your 
illness, exerted yourself successfully to master many of the complicated questions 
which required immediate and pressing attention; and we can assure Your Excel- 
lency that you can command our cordial co-operation in all measures tending to the 
benefit of the Colony. 

The visit which Your Excellency was enabled to pay to the Mining Districts of 
the Mainland, shortly after your arrival, has, we are confident, been productive of 
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a better appreciation of our local resources than could have been gained by you in 
any other manner; and we hope that the recent discoveries at Peace River will prove 
as beneficial to the Colony as you anticipate. 


We concur with Your Excellency in thinking that the loss of Telegraphic 
Communication with the United States and the rest of the World would be severely 
felt by all classes of the community, and we trust that the steps which Your Excel- 
lency has taken will secure to us the permanent use of the line between Victoria 
and Portland; and though we regret the prospect of the Telegraph Company having 
to relinquish, for the present, their establishments on the Mainland, we yet hope 
that measures will be devised which will ensure the speedy re-opening of this line. 


We regard the appropriation of $5,000 for the promotion of Immigration as 
a step urgently needed, and one which will be viewed by all classes with unqualified 
satisfaction. 


We agree with Your Excellency in thinking that, in the present position of 
our finances, the strictest circumspection ought to be used in sanctioning fresh 
disbursements, and we consider that a reduction of expenditure should be made 
wherever practicable. 


The partial solution of the complicated Judicial question is a source of con- 
gratulation, and we trust that all causes of dissatisfaction in connection with the 
Judiciary system of this Colony will be speedily terminated. 


We are aware that the subject of Confederation with the Dominion of Canada 
is the most important topic which will be brought under our consideration, and we 
will give it the attention which the magnitude of the question demands. The final 
reference of the subject to the popular vote cannot but commend itself as the most 
satisfactory decision which can be arrived at. 


We view with satisfaction the liberal opinions expressed by Your Excellency 
on the subject of an enlarged representation, and the reconstruction of the Legis- 
lative Council on a more popular basis. 


The new Postal treaty with the United States will greatly simplify the existing 
system, and will afford a considerable reduction in the present rates of postage. 


All measures which are sent down for our consideration shall meet with our 
most earnest attention, and we hope our labours may result in the permanent 
good of the Colony. In conclusion, we trust that Your Excellency may soon be 
restored to health, and that under Divine guidance this Colony may increase in 
prosperity, and ere long surpass the brightest hopes of former years. 
Resolved that the reply to the Governor’s opening Speech, in consequence of His 


Excellency’s illness, be presented to him by the Presiding Member. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 

That a Committee of five, of whom three shall be a quorum, be appointed 
to enquire into, and report without delay, the state of efficiency of the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Works, and to offer suggestions with a view to increase, if 
possible, its efficiency, and at the same time securing more economy in its 
working. That in case of difference of opinion a minority as well as a majority 
report be submitted to the Council. That the Committee be empowered to 
send for persons and papers, and that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted 
to His Excellency the Governor, respectfully requesting his co-operation, by 
instructing the Officer administering the Department of Lands and Works to 
allow the books, papers, and maps of the Lands and Works Department to be 
examined by the Committee. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, and the question being 
put, the Council divided. 


Ayes 4, Noes 14. 
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On request, the names were taken down as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Barnard, The Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, 

Robson, Sanders, 

Humphreys, Ball, 

DeCosmos. Dewdney, 
Holbrook, 
Drake, 
Helmcken, 
Carrall, 
Alston, 
Wood, 
Pemberton, 
Bushby, 
Hamley, 
Crease. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring not having voted, his vote was recorded with the Ayes, 
so the vote stood Ayes 5, Noes 14, and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys 


seconding, 

This His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to inform this 
Council whether the Honourables R. W. W. Carrall and J. S. Helmcken were 
appointed Members of the Executive Council by virtue of an Order of Her 
Majesty in Council, or by authority of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, or by both such authorities; and, if so, 
that such Order in Council, or such Despatch of the Secretary of State, or 
extracts therefrom, authorizing such appointments to the Executive Council, 
be communicated to this Council, and also that a copy of all correspondence 
between His Excellency the Governor and the Honourables R. W. W. Carrall 
and J. S. Helmcken pertaining to their invitation to become Members and to 
their nomination and installation as Members of the Executive Council be 
also laid before this Council for its information. 

After some discussion the Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the 
motion. 

Motion withdrawn by leave. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 


Humphreys seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to communi- 
cate to this Council a Return setting forth: — 

1. The amount of Road Tax assessed in 1869 in each Road District in the 
Electoral District Victoria No. 2; 

2. The amount of Road Tax assessed for Land in each of the said Road 
Districts in 1869; 

3. The amount of Road Tax assessed against Persons in 1869, excluding 
Land Road Tax, in each of the said Road Districts; 
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4. The amount of Land Road Tax in 1869, collected up to December 
the 31st, 1869, in and for each said Road District; 

5. The amount of per capita or personal Road Tax for 1869, excluding 
Land Road Tax, collected in each said Road District; 

6. The amount of Road Tax unpaid on 31st December, 1869, in each said 
Road District, showing total arrears for land, and total arrears for persons 
exclusive of land; 

7. The names of the Collector or Collectors of Road Tax in and for each 
Road District, 1869; 

8. The amount of Road Tax collected by each Collector; 

9. The amount taken from the Road Tax Fund and expended in 1869 in 
each Road District, and how, where, and by whom expended; 

10. Whether the expenditure on the Roads in each Road District in Victoria 
District No. 2, was made wholly from the Road Tax Fund or not, and if not, 
what amounts were expended in each of the said Road Districts out of the 
General Revenue, and where in each said Road District; 

11. Number of persons resident in each said Road District in 1869 liable 
for Road Taxes; 

12. Number of persons resident out of the Colony liable under “Road 
Ordinance, 1869,” for Road Taxes in respect to land in each or in some of 
said Road Districts. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Tuesday, 1st, March, next, was fixed as the day on which the Attorney General 
would bring forward for discussion the Resolution for the Confederation of 
this Colony with the Dominion of Canada sent down in His Excellency the 
Governor’s Speech. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Drake, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 




















Monday, the 21st day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, O’Reilly, Sanders, 
Bushby, Ball, Dewdney, Holbrook, Wood, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Hum- 
phreys, Barnard, Robson, Drake, Carrall, Alston, Pemberton. 

On the Minutes of the previous Meeting being read, and the question of 
their confirmation being put, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that they be 
amended by the addition of the following words at the end:— 

“On the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos’ notice to fix a day to go into Committee of the 
whole on Confederation referred to in the Governor’s Speech and the Resolu- 
tion accompanying the same, being called by the President, Tuesday next, 
March Ist, was fixed upon on the suggestion of the Hon. Attorney General.” 
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The Hon. the Attorney General moved, in amendment, that the following 


words be added: — 


“Tuesday, the Ist March, next, was fixed as the day on which the Attorney 
General would bring forward for discussion the Resolution for the Confedera- 
tion of this Colony with the Dominion of Canada sent down in His Excellency 


the Governor’s Speech.” 


On the amendment being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 12, Noes 3. 


The names, on request, were taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, 
O’Reilly, 
Sanders, 
Ball, 
Dewdney, 
Holbrook, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Carrall, 
Bushby, 
Hamley, 
Crease. 


Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, 
Ring. 


The Hon. Messrs. Wood and Drake not having voted were recorded with 
the Ayes, so the vote stood Ayes 14, Noes 3, and the amendment was carried, 
and the Minutes of the previous day amended accordingly. 


On the question being put whether the Minutes as amended should pass, the 


Council again divided. 
Ayes 13, Noes 3. 


The names, on request, being taken down as follows:— 


Ayes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, 
O'Reilly, 
Sanders, 
Ball, 
Dewdney, 
Holbrook, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Drake, 
Carrall, 
Bushby, 
Helmcken, 
Crease. 


Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, 
Ring. 
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The Hon. Mr. Wood not having voted, his vote was recorded with the 
Ayes, so the vote stood Ayes 14, Noes 3, and the Minutes as amended were 
confirmed. 


The Hon. the Presiding Member acquainted the Council that he had presented 
their Address to the Governor in reply to His Excellency’s opening Speech, 
and that His Excellency had made the following rejoinder:— 


Message No. 2. A. MUSGRAVE. 
Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council. 


I receive your address with much gratification. I anticipate with confidence 
the continuance of the cordiality of feeling with which our intercourse has happily 
commenced, and which, you may be assured, it will be my anxious desire to 
maintain throughout the period of my administration. 


Government House, 
21st February, 1870. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary whether the Government intend to make provision for the 
payment of arrears due to School Teachers, as set forth in the Journals of this 
House for 1869? 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Land Registry Bill— 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next— 
and the Medical Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard moved, the Hon. Mr. 

Holbrook seconding, 

That the Government be asked to provide for the removal, at once, of one 
of the Rocks in Fraser River known as the “Twin Sisters.” 

Subsequently the Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the question till 
the Estimates were under discussion. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

Motion postponed accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. DeCosmos, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to postpone the same till to-morrow. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion postponed till to-morrow accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Alston moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Drake seconding, 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to transmit to 
this Council a Return showing— 
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1. The Schools in existence under the “Common Schools Ordinance, 1869,” 
on 31st December, 1869; 

2. The names of the Teachers of the said Schools, and the Salaries paid or 
payable to them; 

3. The sums granted to each Local Board out of the money voted for Edu- 
cational purposes for the past year; 

4. A Statement of Receipts and Expenditure by each Local Board up to 
31st December, 1869; 

5. The average number of pupils attending each of the said Schools during 
the past year; 

On the question being put it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved the following 
Resolution: — 

That a Respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that all Flour made from Wheat grown in the Colony be exempted 
from Road Tolls. 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved, in amendment, That a Select Committee be 
appointed to investigate the whole question of Road Tolls on Flour, Bran, 
Shorts, and Home-grown Produce. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 17, Noes 2. 


So it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 
The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Hon. Members:— 
The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, Hamley, Robson, Alston, Humphreys. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake asked the Hon. Attorney 
General,— Whether it is the intention of the Government to make any altera- 
tions in the County Court Ordinance, with the view of effecting the better 
administration of Justice? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, 
That the consideration of the Despatches relative to the Drawback Bill be 
taken up on Friday next. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Standing Orders be suspended. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow. 
PROTEST. 
We, the undersigned Members of the Legislative Council, protest against the 
correctness of the record of the proceedings of the Legislative Council on Friday, 
February 18th, 1870, as amended by the Council on Monday, February 21st, 1870, 


with relation to the motion of the undersigned, A. DeCosmos, “That a day be fixed 
to go into Committee of the whole on the question of Confederation with Canada, 
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referred to in the Governor’s Speech and Resolutions accompanying the same,” 
for the following reasons:— 


1. Because every Member of the Legislative Council has the right, in accord- 
ance with Parliamentary usage, to have recorded on the Journals of the Council any 
motion made by such Member, in conformity with Parliamentary law and the Rules 
and Orders governing the Council. 


2. Because the above written motion, made by the undersigned, A. DeCosmos, 
on Friday, February 18th, 1870, and of which notice of motion had been given on 
Tuesday, February 15th, 1870, and which notice of motion had appeared in the 
Orders of the day for Friday, February 18th, 1870, and which was called in due 
course by the President of the Council on the last mentioned day, and was responded 
to by the undersigned, A. DeCosmos, was omitted from the Clerk’s draft record of 
the proceedings of the Council on February 18th, 1870, and has not been mentioned 
or placed on the Journal of the proceedings of the Council, in accordance with 
Parliamentary usage and the Rules, Orders, and usage of this Council in such cases, 
and in conformity with the undoubted and established right of any and every Mem- 
ber of this Council. 

(Signed) A. DECosMos, 
T. B. HUMPHREYS. 

Council Chamber, 22nd February, 1870. 














Tuesday, the 22nd day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Sanders, 
Bushby, Pemberton, Wood, Holbrook, DeCosmos, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, 
Humphreys, O’Reilly, Dewdney, Ring, Barnard, Robson. 


On the Minutes being read and the question of the confirmation being put, 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved, the Hon. Mr. Dewdney seconding, 


That the Protest placed on the Minutes of the 21st instant by the Hon. 
Messrs. DeCosmos and Humphreys be erased. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the third section be 
struck out. 


On the amendment being put it was carried in the affirmative, and section 
3 was struck out accordingly. 


On the question that the remainder be struck out, it passed in the negative, 
after a division, Ayes 6, Noes 13, so the motion to strike out the whole Protest 
was lost, and the Minutes as amended were approved. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Attorney General introduced the Crown Grants Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 
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On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Medical Bill, and 
the question being put, the Council divided. 


Ayes 14, Noes 3. 


So it was read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday, the 28th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 

That in view of the apparent imminence of Union with Canada, and in view 
of the paramount necessity for loyal and cordial co-operation on the part of the 
people of this Colony with the Government of Canada, in working out the 
institutions of the Dominion in case of such Union, and with the object of 
avoiding political agitation against Confederation, or for organic changes in 
the Constitution of the Colony after Union, to the injury of industrial ques- 
tions, a Select Committee, embracing the Representative Element of the 
Council, be appointed and instructed to report without delay the outline of a 
Constitution for the Local Government of the Colony. 

The Hon. Mr. Barnard moved, in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook 
seconding, 

That the question of Constitutional changes be taken up after the question 
of Confederation has been submitted to the Council. 

On the amendment being put it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved the adjournment till 11 o’clock to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson till 1 o’clock to-morrow. 
On the amendment being put it was carried in the affirmative, so the Council 
adjourned till 1 o’clock to-morrow. 











Wednesday, the 23rd day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Dewdney, Pemberton, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Humphreys, Drake, Barnard, Carrall, Robson, Holbrook. 

The Minutes of previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake presented the Petition of Alexander Watson.” 
Ordered to be read. Read aloud by the Clerk accordingly. 
Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 


2 Ibid., pp. ii-iv. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Carrall moved— 

That this Council, impressed with the conviction that the disestablishment 
of the Telegraph Line between Victoria and Cariboo will prove detrimental 
to the mercantile and other interests of the Colony, as well as forfeit our 
prestige abroad, respectfully recommend His Excellency the Governor to 
accept the line and plant from the Western Union Telegraph Company, and 
that if provision cannot be made for this service from existing sources of 
Revenue an additional one per cent. be placed on the Customs Revenue of the 
Colony for that purpose. 

Ordered to be referred to Committee of Supply. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Carrall moved— 

That in view of the probable immigration to the Omineca Mines, and with 
the object of offering every facility for the ingress of both miners and supplies, 
this Council is of opinion that the Government should cause a survey and 
estimate of the cost of removing the rocks impeding the navigation of the Fort 
George and Cottonwood Canyons, and other obstructions in the Fraser between 
Fort George and a point, say 50 miles, below Soda Creek, during the present 
summer, so that a sufficient sum may be placed on the Estimates for 1871 for 
that purpose. 

Ordered to be referred to Committee of Supply. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard moved— 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, praying that such 
additional sum be placed on the Estimates as may be necessary to cover the 
cost of maintaining a fortnightly Mail Service between Cache Creek and the 
Southern Boundary, via Kamloops and the head of Lake Okanagan, and that 
he will cause a call for Tenders to be made for such service, and that the notice 
of call be published in the part of the District directly interested, and that a 
proper person be appointed there to receive such Tenders as may be offered, 
and forward the same to the Postmaster General. 

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Supply. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved— 
That a sum of $1,000 be placed on the Estimates to enable the Colony to 
purchase Mr. Needham’s valuable Library, for the use of the Supreme Court. 
Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Supply. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved— 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, recommend- 
ing that such arrangements as will insure the regular transmission of Mails to 
and from Olympia may be made with the Steamer running between this Colony 
and that Port. 

Ordered to be referred to Committee of Supply. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the School Teachers’ 
Petition, 
The Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson seconding, 
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That the consideration of the School Teachers’ Petition be referred to a 
Select Committee. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

The Presiding Member named the following Committee: The Hon. Messrs. 
Drake, DeCosmos, O’Reilly, Ball, Pemberton. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had instructed him to hand in the following Resolutions for 
the adoption of the Council, and to ask leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and on the question being put 
Resolved that the following Supplies be voted:— 


(GGOVETIO fia 2 Bettas ane cs fee ee in ee a $2,052 
LevislativesCouncll pia, 26 eee eg ee 900 
Colomial Secretary xte ss 2 8 toe ee ee eee 9,224 
"DPC OSU CL ee bt ce ole By Se Soe See ied ee 4,552 
Auditor somes alle eh i 3,877 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works ___.._.____-__ 7,298 
CUSTOMS 2223 aa oe oe ees oO ae ee ee 13,820 


On the question being put, Resolved, That an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor, asking that $300 be added to the salary of the 
Landing Waiter, New Westminster. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 








Thursday, the 24th day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, O’Reilly, Sanders, 
Bushby, Ball, Dewdney, Holbrook, Wood, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Hum- 
phreys, Barnard, Robson, Drake, Carrall, Pemberton, Helmcken. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall presented the Petition of Philip Cadell. 
Not received, not being addressed to the Council. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook, moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 
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That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, asking for the 
establishment of a Labour Exchange, with an office at Victoria and New 
Westminster. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Dewdney asked the Government,— 
Whether it is their intention to appoint a Resident Magistrate at Kootenay? 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 
That the Petition respecting County Court Judges be printed. 
Ordered accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the 
following Resolutions for the adoption of the Council, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

Ordered that leave be granted to sit again to-morrow. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supplies be voted: — 


Ie PiSerana Croneral mmeeew eee kaye eee te SAB OO 
Ufo al ji) (elmer Nee eink) nee te Se ee ee ee 3,200 00 
UTA CAN VC ea, eg Deca ee a eae Reg td eT ed ee 5,960 00 
{0} i Vole eure Ube ders cls haem ty We TEN See SOUR ine ene eee ee 16,803 50 
RGOten aya District yee er ee eae ee 15 b2 00 
Cat DOOM LD IStrI Cl sewwmmt ten src cine thn Ge Ge Sy 11,970 00 
Ale LOST RCs pee ee eterna ee ps ee Ae ee 4,320 00 
Ud Ca (0 sy 88 Bs Ci og toy Ameen game ne, 5 One CUE eee ene 4,680 00 
INGetUOe DISC er ee ee ee ee 3,168 00 


Resolved, That the Governor be requested to increase the salary of the two 
Door Guards and Cook in the Victoria Gaol to $2 per day. 

Resolved, That the Governor be recommended to increase the pay of the 
two Constables at New Westminster from $1.75 to $2 per day. 

Resolved, That the Council recommend that the Sergeant of Police, Vic- 
toria, receive $2.50 per diem. 

Resolved, That the Governor be recommended that the pay of the two 
Convict Guards at Victoria be increased by 25c. per diem. 

Resolved, That the Governor be recommended to increase the salary of the 
three Victoria Constables by 25c. per diem. 

Resolved, That this Council is of opinion that a Resident Magistrate should 
be kept constantly at Kootenay. 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to enquire 
into and report upon the desirability of remitting the Tolls at present collected 
on Flour, Bran, Shorts, and other home-grown Produce under the “Lillooet- 
Alexandria Road Toll Act, 1862,” brought up a Report. 
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Ordered to be read. Read as follows:— 

Your Committee report that there appears to be in certain respects an 
unequal pressure on farmers residing in the neighbourhood south of the Toll- 
gate as it is now situated at Clinton, tolls being exacted on cattle and produce 
taken from the farms below the gate, and levied again on the flour received 
back. To remedy this, your Committee propose that the gate placed now at 
Clinton should be moved to a point about a mile south of Soda Creek, by 
which means toll will be paid equally by all the farmers south of Soda Creek, 
on flour, &c., forwarded to Cariboo. 

Your Committee would recommend, moreover, the repeal or alteration of 
the “Lytton-Alexandria Road Toll Act, 1862,” in order that the toll levied on 
that part of the Road may be in all respects assimilated to the toll levied at 
Hope, Yale, and Douglas, under the “Road Toll Act, 1860,” by which 
arrangement cattle and waggons will go free, and no toll will be collected on 
goods of any description brought through the gate at Soda Creek in a southerly 
direction. 

Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 











Friday, the 25th day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Wood, Pemberton, Helmcken, Holbrook, Ring, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Robson, Carrall, Barnard, Alston, Drake. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Registration of 
Titles Bill, 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the second reading be post- 
poned till next meeting of Council. 
Ordered accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved that the Standing Orders be suspended. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Drake, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Crown Grants 
Bill, Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Barnard, relative to a Road to Okanagan Lake, 
Ordered to be sent down to Committee of Supply. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Secretary of State’s 
Despatch on the Drawbacks Bill, 
Ordered to be considered on Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Carrall, in reference to a road from Dog Creek to Soda Creek, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to hand in the follow- 
ing Resolutions for the adoption of the Council, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday next, and that the Committee 
of Supply do stand as the first Order of the day. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supplies be 


voted :— 
| Ef 154) dh pec et ime eA Asi AON UR ER ER TPRER ee ORAL ERO IETRIO nek oe $3,031 25 
FRE VET IES SCL VICES eet ae reed eel te poet wen ee 1,000 00 
UNGTMMIStLALION OL IStiCe =. <2 eee ol we 5,000 00 
@harita blewA NoWwancesiietek we cee tek oe er 10,500 00 
EI CALLONY y oe cee ee eRe irene ees iets poet eee eee eee 10,000 00 
PO LUG ATIC Co ONG es wr ory ase NO Pte UE os 12,000 00 
i BASS Gy ce Re ee dere OO rms Sea sce AL REN ee eee 1,000 00 
SVS DOL Rese Me eae eee ee ee ee ee 35,000 00 


And on the question being put, Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor 
be recommended to place an additional sum of $5,000 upon the Estimates for 
Education. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
remove the residence of the Magistrate from Lillooet to Clinton. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock on Monday. 

















Monday, the 28th day of February, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 
Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, 


Sanders, O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Drake, Carrall, Humphreys, 
Alston, Ring, DeCosmos, Dewdney, Barnard, Holbrook. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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Message No. 3. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards to the Legislative Council a Bill authorizing Expendi- 
ture incurred in the years 1868-9, which was not covered by the Appropriation 
Ordinances for those years. 

The Supplemental Supply required for 1868 is $123,367 74. 

Do., Do., 1869 is 78,217 30. 

The details of these Expenditures are fully given in the Supplementary Esti- 
mates for those years, herewith forwarded. 

These Expenditures may be classed under three heads: — 

1. Arrears of previous years; 

2. Short votes under usual heads of service; 

3. Unforseen or Contingent Expenditure. 

As will be at once apparent from an examination of the Estimates enclosed, 
the arrears of previous years unpaid till the next year form the largest item. 

The sums expended on account of short votes are inconsiderable. 

With reference to unforseen or Contingent Expenditure, the Governor has only 
to call attention to the following items as demanding particular notice:— 


1868. 
Compensation to Officers for loss of office _....._.____ $3,404 78 
Inaid sof Hospitalswes. een wee San eee a ee 5,850 47 
Tnatd TofeSCh Oo |S, eases ease. Be ee tees eee 4,109 51 
RiemovalloteSscatsoh Governnicit sae eee 4,129 10 
(Geimloyevoy INEM GrorrngNee 5 15,253100 

1869. 
Compensations tor Officers cee 6,110 97 
Mail tos Sania Pram CSCO yee ae ere eee eee 5,000 00 
ASSAY: Olli Cone Catt DOO pees essere ae see ee POV tM 
ATCO EAT CL SP Al ETI Ci Cc ema eae ee ea nn EE 2,000 00 
Bineralsexpenses of latexGovern Orissa 2,060 77 
Grant tomhelecraph a Compan yas eee 2,250 00 


The Governor need hardly remark that nearly all the Supplementary Expendi- 
ture was incurred prior to his assuming the administration of the Government of 
British Columbia. 

The Bill herewith forwarded authorizes no fresh Expenditure, and is simply an 
indemnification for necessary disbursements beyond the annual votes. 


Government House, 
28th February, 1870. 


Ordered to be printed and sent down to the Committee of Supply. 


The Hon. Mr. Barnard presented the Petition of the Settlers of the Okanagan Lake. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of William Harrison. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 
The Hon Mr. Alston gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for Committee of Supply, and the question 
“That I do now leave the Chair” being put, the Hon. Mr. Barnard moved, the 
Hon. Mr. Robson seconding, 
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That all words after “that” be struck out, and the following words substi- 
tuted:— 


“An humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, setting 
forth the following:— 


“1. That although the expense of conducting the Government of the Colony 
is out of all proportion to the number, need, and ability of the people, this 
Council is powerless to effect any material reduction after the Estimates are 
framed by the Executive and submitted in detail, without more or less disturb- 
ing the harmony and impairing the efficiency of the whole. 


“2. That a large reduction in the expense of conducting the Government is 
imperatively demanded by the people. 


“3. That such reduction can only be attained by a repeal of the Crown 
Salaries Acts, by a change in the present cumbrous and expensive system of 
keeping accounts, and by a further amalgamation of offices. 

“4, That as these measures can only be attained by the Eexecutive Govern- 
ment taking the initial steps, this Council, therefore, respectfully but most 
earnestly recommends His Excellency the Governor, as follows:— 

“5. To send down to the Legislative Council, during the present Session, 
a Bill repealing the Crown Salaries Ordinance, in order that the following 
reductions may be made: — 


SGOVERNOU 2 oem eee ene eee Pn! Cane $10,000 
ColomialSectetaryrs. es =e een RR 3,000 
RTLOMC IAG Vie MOTT aU Eee seat as Fs erg ee Og ik 2,000 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works __.....__»_»_—>S 3,000 
Collector ol Customs eae a es 3,000 


“That the office of Treasurer be abolished. 
“That the office of Chief Inspector of Police be abolished. 


“6. To represent, without delay, to Her Majesty’s Government the un- 
willingness and inability of the people to meet the expense entailed upon the 
Colony by the present system, and to urge the right of a Colony compelled to 
provide for every item of expenditure to adopt a more simple and economical 
system. 

“7, Notwithstanding that the Estimates have undergone no change since 
coming from the hands of the Executive, owing to the inability of this Council 
effectively to deal with them, His Excellency the Governor is earnestly recom- 
mended to make such reductions meanwhile, as may be compatible with the 
safety and interests of the public, by further amalgamation of offices, or other- 
wise.” 

Moved, in amendment, by the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Hon. Mr. Dewdney 
seconding, 

“That this Council respectfully recommend His Excellency the Governor 
to take the question of amalgamation of offices and economy of the adminis- 
tration of the Government in every Department into his consideration, during 
the approaching recess, with a view to the preparation of the Estimates of 
1871 in accordance with the requirements of the Colony.” 


290 28 FEBRUARY 1870 


On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 11. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the original question be amended as 
follows:— 
That in section 1, word “all” be struck out. 
Put and lost. 
That “this Council is,” after word “people,” in line 2, be struck out, and 
the following substituted: “the Representative Members of the Council are” 
Put and lost. 
That all the words after “reduction,” in line 4, be struck out, and words 
“in the Estimates” be substituted. 
Put and lost. 
In section 4, strike out word “only,” in 2nd line. 
Put and lost. 
That all words before “his,” in section 7, line 3, be struck out, and the 
word “that” substituted. 
Put and lost. 
On the original question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 10. 
The names, on request, being taken down as follows:— 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Barnard, The Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, 
Robson, Sanders, 


Drake. Ball, 
Dewdney, 


Holbrook, 

Humphreys, 

DeCosmos, 

Alston, 

Wood, 

Pemberton. 
So the Resolution was lost. 


The motion to go into Committee of Supply was then put and agreed to. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to hand in the 
following Resolutions for adoption by the Council, and to ask leave to sit 
again. 

Ordered that leave be granted to sit again to-morrow, and that the Com- 
mittee of Supply do stand as the first Order of the day. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supplies be voted: — 

Conyeyamce tof; Nails ee eee eee eee ee $35,600 
Works:and Binidings. 2 tees eee ee eee 9,000 


On the question being put it was Resolved, 
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That an address be presented to His Excellency, asking that a sum of $500 
be placed on the Estimates for the purpose of putting the Government House 
at Kootenay in repair, in anticipation of a Resident Magistrate being sent to 
that District. 

That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, recommend- 
ing that such arrangements as will insure the regular transmission of Mails to 
and from Olympia may be made with the Steamer running between this Colony 
and that Port. 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, praying that such 
additional sum be placed on the Estimates as may be necessary to cover the 
cost of maintaining a fortnightly Mail Service between Cache Creek and the 
Southern Boundary, via Kamloops and the head of Lake Okanagan, and that 
he will cause a call for Tenders to be made for such service, and that the notice 
of call be published in the part of the District directly interested, and that a 
proper person be appointed there to receive such Tenders as may be offered, 
and forward the same to the Postmaster General. 

That the Council recommend that a sum of money be appropriated for a 
weekly Mail Service between Victoria and Metchosin, and that a further sum 
be appropriated, if necessary, to provide Mail communication between Victoria 
and Sooke. 

That a Committee be appointed to enquire into and report upon the subject 
of Steam Ship Communication, and more especially the desirableness of sub- 
sidizing a British line of Steamers between Victoria and San Francisco or 
Panama. 

The Presiding Member appointed the following Committee:— The Hon. 
Messrs. Hamley, Helmcken, Drake, Holbrook, Robson. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 

















Tuesday, the Ist day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, 
O’Reilly, Sanders, Dewdney, Pemberton, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Humphreys, Drake, Barnard, Carrall, Robson, Holbrook, Wood. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for Committee of Supply, and the question 
“That I do now leave the Chair” being put, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, 
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That the Petition of William Harrison be referred to the Select Committee 
on the School Teachers Petition. 
Ordered accordingly. 


The motion to go into Committee of Supply was then put and carried. 

The Council went into Committee of Supply accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the 
following Resolutions for the adoption of the Council, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and that the Committee of 
Supply do stand as the first Order of the day. 
On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supplies be voted: — 
Road, streets, ands Brid ces pee ease $59,300 

On the question being put, Resolved, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully recommended to appro- 
priate the sum of $250 in aid of the New Westminster Fire Department for 
the present year. 

That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to cause the sum of 
$1000 to be placed on the Estimates in aid of the Williams Creek Fire Brigade. 

That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to increase the expen- 
diture on the Comox Roads from $300 to $1000. 

That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to increase the expen- 
diture on Nanaimo Roads from $600 to $6000. 

That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to make a grant of such 
additional sum as may be necessary to continue the Sleigh Road from Yale to 
New Westminster. 

That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to place on the Estimates, 
in addition to the sum of $2,500 already there for the purpose, a further sum 
of $2,500 for repairing the Hope-Kootenay Trail. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved the adjourment till 3 to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch, in amendment, till 1 to-morrow. 
The amendment having been put and carried, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow accordingly. 





Wednesday, the 2nd day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, O’Reilly, Sanders, 
Bushby, Ball, Holbrook, Wood, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Humphreys, 
Barnard, Robson, Drake, Carrall, Pemberton, Helmcken. 


The Minutes of previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of motion. 

The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 


The Hon. Mr. O’Reilly in the Chair of the Committee. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had instructed him to hand in the following Resolution for 
the adoption of the Council, and to ask leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and that the Committee of 
Supply do stand as the first Order of the day. 
On the question of the adoption of the Resolution being put, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that it be referred back to the Committee 
with instructions. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 6, Noes 12. 

So the amendment was lost. 

On the original question being put the Council again divided. 
Ayes 12, Noes 6. 

So it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved, 


That this Council, impressed with the conviction that the disestablishment 
of the Telegraph Line between Victoria and Cariboo will prove detrimental 
to the mercantile and other interests of the Colony, as well as forfeit our 
prestige abroad, respectfully recommend His Excellency the Governor to 
take measures to secure the continuance of such Telegraph Service during the 
present year, and if provision cannot be made for this service from existing 
sources of Revenue, to send down to this Council a Bill imposing an additional 
Customs due of two per cent. on the Customs Revenue to meet the expendi- 
ture that such Telegraph service may require. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 


to-morrow. 








Thursday, the 3rd day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Sanders, 


Bushby, Alston, Wood, Holbrook, DeCosmos, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, 
Humphreys, O’Reilly, Dewdney, Ring, Robson. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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The Hon. Mr. Holbrook spoke to a question of privilege, in reference to some 
statements in the British Colonist. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. O’Reilly, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to hand in 
the following Resolutions for the adoption of the Council, and asked leave to 
sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and that the Committee of Supply do stand 
as the first Order of the day to-morrow. 
On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supplies be voted: — 


MisGellaneOlts Ser Vices. ee eee eee ee $20,970 00 
|The) oc) petal Mamie Rat SACU 16 CRA 27 orf alot at LAS n Ae. So Alby 103,440 00 
Drawbacks: and wRetgnds:2- 8 ee eee 2,100 00 
Loin oratlon ee ee oe ere eee 5,000 00 
SUKI EU oe Peas ee ee ee eee 303197 50 
Government Vessels 2). 2 = = eee eee eres 19,750 00 
Lighthouses 26.4 yest 5 ay Sak! eet Wen Jae oe ee 10,270 00 


On the question being put, Resolved, That a respectful address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor, recommending that the Telegraph Company 
be asked to maintain the line to New Westminster as well as to Portland, for 
the subsidy of $4,500 set down in the Estimates. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That the Governor be respectfully 
acquainted that this Council considers it desirable that the Rock in the Fraser 
River known as the “Port Sister” be removed at the earliest possible period 
that funds for the purpose are at the disposal of the Government. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That a respectful address be presented 
to His Excellency that the sum of $3,918 be placed on the Estimates for the 
purpose of liquidating the claims of the School Teachers of Vancouver Island 
for 1867-8. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock to-morrow. 











Friday, the 4th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Wood, Dewdney, Helmcken, Holbrook, Ring, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Robson, Carrall, Alston, Drake. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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The Hon. Mr. Drake presented the Petition of the Deluge Fire Company. 


Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved that the Standing Orders be suspended. 


Ordered accordingly. 
Ordered that the said Petition be sent down to Committee of Supply. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to enquire 


into the Petition of the School Teachers, and that of William Harrison, handed 
in a Report. 

Ordered to be read. Read as follows:— 

Your Committee recommend that the prayer of the School Teachers should 
be granted. The claims have been incurred under the sanction of the late 
Board of Eduction, and have been reported by the Chairman of that Board 
to be due and unpaid. 


The Committee beg to report that the following amounts should be paid:— 


GME COO) emeerte i oe eek ee oar a $463 
Ne cetial ig bjt SYA gs Soar ade TR eh Lae oe EE 463 
ey ani eee ee ee ee A ee oe Se 386 
Ni eopl IES it SF0) 1 te i ae ek ee eo cy ae 271 
(BSI Fol Sa Oe eet es ee ae eee 192 
1M EOL AY oe Geet ih Lol os rane setae WP ee ee ee Sd I 192 
PVIISS IVE RCC ONT A Cuace aera ee one ee De en 228 
IVE Slee FL OG te nee ee cee as Soo eee re 109 
COIN SN OUST ee se ote en ee we £92 
eee REEL Were eae ees 2 nt oe ent 95 
Rents Central SemoOl aa eee 165 

pm @ongrevatiotalpsChOOl = nk a ee 123 
PAPO AC CIN GLOMme een 2 oa a ee mie} 

—— $3,464 


We beg to report on the Petition of William Harrison, that it appears he 
has a claim for a certain amount, and we recommend the sum to be paid by 
the Government in case the School Board for the District do not pay the same. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to hand in the 
following Resolution and ask leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That a supply of $340,105.75 be granted for the contingent 
service of the year 1870. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 
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On the question being put, Resolved, That a respectful address be sent to 
His Excellency, asking that the sum of $1,000 be paid out of the General 
Revenue for the purpose of completing the purchase of a Steam Fire Engine 
for the Deluge Co. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That the Unofficial Members of the 
Council be indemnified for their services in the Legislature, at the rate of $5 
per day for 30 days, and also for their travelling expenses from their residences 
to and from the Seat of Government. 


Ordered that leave be granted to sit again at once. 
Committee of Supply resumed. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council, and asked leave to sit again. 


On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supplemental 
Supplies be voted for the service of the year 1868:— 


GlOVONION rate Seta SB ee ee oe er S hob 2atD 
Devislative, Counc] (ie: see geeee ee eee  e 66 74 
Colonial Secretaiy 223 ee ee 15559526 
PEC ASV pace ee ae ee ae ge 540 53 
AScaly ancl Re TiC s ys ate eee eee ee eee 504 15 
Auditor: Gener al pte cs) ee eo ee eee 520 87 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works ________________ 1,027 79 
COUSCORNS 91 aterot oe te me co oe ecm eve Bore a nee ene ee 767 08 
Reoistrar rene al sere eee ee ee eee eee Meds 
Post: Ofnice 2 cece ae ee ee ee eee 1,844 84 
FOCI a], arch alte some nae rene A eee ee 632 85 
Attorney General week: se 5 te ee eee 601 49 
igh She rith - eee, Due perce eee ee 875 00 
Policesaiid \Greol spec eee sre ee eS eee re 2512 w iS 
Gold and Assistant Gold Commissioners _______________ 5,403 37 
PONStOnS 5 es Se ee ee ee ee SPORES | 
RE VOn Ue Servi CCS he ae ee 2,153 09 
Administration-ob Justice 2. ae ee ee 1,724 62 
Charitable Allowances 2.3 eee OES ee ee 5,850 47 
Education? -tivene re et ten ee eee ee 4,109 51 
Police tandGaols 2 ee eee ee eee 3,742 99 
FRO nt gece 3 aes So ee 8 Se eee eo eee 90 41 
Conveyanice-OL Mails 2 Se ee eee 21,643 49 
Works"atidl:.B ili 05 eee eee 19,595: 33 
Roadsp streets, ance ric ocs mse asc eee eee eee oo12 719 
IMiscellamGOus jee cate cee. eters oe ee eee ee 11,621 04 
Titer st: <2. 2 rae ee eee ee 832 34 
Drawbacks mandi Rermds =. eee, 2 ee ee ee 2,595 61 
Government:\ essels ee = ne ee eee 8,818 73 
Lighthouses\.22> a ee ee ee 1,142 80 


DEpOSIts sae ae ee eee 309 08 
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On the question being put, Resolved, that the following Supplemental Sup- 
plies be voted for the service of the year 1869:— 


COVER TO Dy ot re es kc ee en ee Soin 12 
Die BIS EARLY Coe OUCH tee tap eee ce oe at 347 20 
Colonials Secretar vaste es seer et ee Ds PR IIE 
AS OMECTO RIO MC USL OMS ae teem eer 1521 02 
Regist. Gi CNet al stem Aiea are eee 8 gel 75 00 
POST ©) iCe pes aeaiene eras rae els coe he 1,310 04 
TUCiCiqleecem 5 Mute BORED ae umi Oe Se AS 65) oA 260 66 
PON cca wiry ee ee Dee Fe ee SAIS 413 69 
Gold and Assistant Gold Commissioners ___.___-_- 3,279 14 
REVENUE UOCLVICES -meeree Sen eee Se 1,468 67 
AS CUMMIStEAI Gr Ole MUS Ce. temmee tee ee eee ene 3,833 99 
Ghiartiablen AllOWan Ces nj e en 0. aw ee es) iG? 25 
EGG atin tess ee ee OP ls yes aie? cea 376 00 
Rolicerand GaOls exe. eerie nt es 4,587 19 
| Ss a da << OR Atel Paes SS SY avec ee ee 260 83 
SI EET GTS 09) i So ES oes 2 A Ses Se ee 2g es, 
CONV Ey ANCE sO iIVI atl sec ee ei Shee? We) 
IW ORNs AN Csm Ci iS eat swe ee ee Sepslyed SIE) 
Roads..otrectS and Bridges 22 ee DM ie PAs 


Ordered that leave be granted to the Committee to sit again on Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock on Monday. 








Monday, the 7th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, 
Sanders, O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Drake, Carrall, Humphreys, 
Alston, Ring, DeCosmos, Dewdney, Barnard, Holbrook, Helmcken. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 4. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor lays before the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An Ordinance 
to appropriate the sum of $340,105.75, out of the General Revenue of the Colony 
of British Columbia and its Dependencies, for the contingent service of the year 
1870.” 

Government House, 

7th March, 1870. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Supply Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time at the next sitting of Council. 
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The Hon. Mr. Barnard presented a Petition from the inhabitants of Lytton, relative 
to Telegraphic communications. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following sums voted and Resolutions 
passed, and submitted the same for the adoption of the Council: — 

That the following Supplementary Supplies be voted for the service of the 


year 1868:— 
Transport ..2 je ee ee eee Pod Lt 
For 1869:— 
{efi ci 8) tae ean Ne aR CoM as a arctis ANSE MEE Arn ead et 6,110 97 
Miscellaneousg services ee. ee oe ee 19,774 09 
Titerest Be hee ee ee eee es a ee ee LO GO ROO 
ATMA OA CLO ae eee 1,940 00 
DRAW OD ACK St cee pee fee a ee ere 258 84 
GIOVETHIG CNP VICSGC1S ss ee ces eee eee 5,063 25 
Riphthousés 220s ot ee el a ee Usha | 
Repayment ot Deposits ee ee ee 1,049 86 
On the question being put it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the question being put, Resolved, That a total Supplementary Supply of 
$123,367.74 be granted for the service of the year 1868. 

On the question being put, Resolved, That a total Supplementary Supply of 
$78,217.30 be granted for the service of the year 1869. 

Ordered that the Supplementary Supply Bill be read first time at once. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time at next sitting of Council. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the subject of Confed- 
eration, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Medical 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Resolved that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at next 
sitting of Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked leave to bring 
in Agricultural Land Tax Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake asked leave to bring in 
Water Supply Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked leave to bring in 
Crown Salaries Act Repeal Bill. 
Ruled out of order by the President, the motion being substantially the 
same as one which had already been determined by the Council on 28th 
February. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Attorney 
General,—Whether it is the intention of the Government to allow the Chief 
Justice, or any Justice or Justices sitting as Judge of the Admiralty Court, to 
take Fees in addition to the Salaries provided for such Justices? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Drake seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, asking that 
provision be made so that our local Newspapers may pass Free of Postage 
when passing through the Post Offices of the Colony. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 6. 
So it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Land Registry Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Wednesday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Crown Grants Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Wednesday week. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Drawbacks Des- 
patches, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Attorney 
General,—What is the nature of the alterations which the Government pro- 
pose to make in the Executive Council and in the Legislative Council that are 
referred to in His Excellency the Governor’s opening Speech. 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion relative to Indian affairs, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved— 
That this Council, in view of the discussion on Confederation, be furnished 
with copies of the Dominion Tariff. 
Motion subsequently withdrawn by leave. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked the Attorney 
General,—If it is the intention of the Government to amend the law with 
respect to Water Rights for Agricultural purposes? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. Alston 
seconding, 

That in addition to the Returns moved for by the Hon. Mr. Alston with 
respect to Public Schools, His Excellency be respectfully requested to order 
a Return to be made of— 

1. What (if any) provision has been made for the examination of Common 
School Teachers, as well regarding efficiency as character; 

2. What (if any) provision has been made for the visitation and inspection 
of Common Schools; 

3. What (if any) regulation has been made for due Returns being made of 
the Receipts and Expenditure of Common Schools; 

4. What (if any) Rules and Regulations have been made for the manage- 
ment and government of Common Schools; 

5. What (if any) provision has been made for the establishment and elec- 
tion of Local Boards; 

6. What (if any) provision has been made for an Annual Report of the 
Common Schools of British Columbia for the past year. 

On the question being put it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works for information with regard to the result of the 
Canadian Surveying party under Professor Bell, on the line of the projected 
Railway from the Dominion to British Columbia. 

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Drake seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to place before 
this Council Returns of the number of Pre-emption Claims taken up during 
the past and preceding year, and generally the locality thereof. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Carrall, relating to Fees for laying over Claims, 
Ordered to be deferred till Wednesday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Drake seconding, 
That His Excellency be respectfully requested to furnish Returns of the 
Exports during the past year (1869) from British Columbia. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Humphreys, relative to Enclosed Land, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake asked leave to bring in a 
County Court Amendment Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked the Magistrate 
for Lillooet for information relating to the practice of Stipendiary Magistrates 
authorizing the Sale of Strychnine to Indians. 

The Hon. Mr. Sanders replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That His Excellency be respectfully requested to furnish this Council with 
Returns of the Revenue collected in the Lillooet District, including Road 
Tolls, Licences, Fines, Fees, &c. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Alston asked leave to bring in 
Common Schools Amendment Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. Wood 


seconding, 

That a day be named by the President to consider the Petition of Alexander 
Watson. 

The Hon. Mr. Alston moved, in amendment, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding, 


That the consideration of Mr. Watson’s Petition be referred to a Committee 
of the whole Council. 

The Hon. Mr. Crease moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Bushby second- 
Ing, 

That the consideration of the Petition of Alexander Watson be referred to 
a Select Committee. 

On the last amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 8, Noes 5. 

So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Hon. Members:— 
The Hon. Messrs. Ball, DeCosmos, Sanders, Robson, Ring. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring asked leave to bring in 
Nanaimo Incorporation Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 


Pursuant to Order, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys 
seconding, 
That His Excellency be respectfully requested to lay before the Council a 
Return setting forth the amount of the respective Loans forming the funded 
Debt on January first, 1870, after deducting Sinking Fund; also the amount 


302 7 MARCH 1870 


of the Floating Debt at the same date; also the date at which the respective 
Loans will be payable. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Wednesday next. 

















Wednesday, the 9th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, O’Reilly, Sanders, 
Bushby, Ball, Holbrook, Wood, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Humphreys, 
Barnard, Robson, Drake, Carrall, Pemberton, Helmcken, Dewdney. 

The Minutes of previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos spoke to a question of privilege, in reference to certain 
statements which had appeared in the British Colonist. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall presented the Petition of Peter Eddy. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supply Bill, 1870, was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete without amendment. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supplemental Supply Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete without amendment. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos seconding, 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to furnish this 
Council with Returns of the total cost of the establishment and maintenance 
of the Assay Office and Mint at New Westminster and Cariboo, from the com- 
mencement down to 31st December, 1869. 
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On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Medical Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Medical Amendment 
Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to Order, the Council took into consideration the subject of Confedera- 
tion with the Dominion of Canada. 

The Hon. the Attorney General moved, the Hon. the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works seconding, 

That this Council do now resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to 
take into consideration the Terms proposed for the Confederation of the 
Colony of British Columbia with the Dominion of Canada in His Excellency 
the Governor’s Message to this Council.3 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Ring seconding, 

That the question be postponed for six months. 

Whereupon a debate arose, which having lasted some time, 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved that the debate be adjourned. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Debate adjourned till to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 1 
o’clock to-morrow. 





Thursday, the 10th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Sanders, 
Bushby, Alston, Wood, Holbrook, DeCosmos, Drake, Helmcken, Carrall, 
Humphreys, O’Reilly, Dewdney, Ring, Robson, Pemberton, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Dewdney gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supply Bill was read third time, after a 
division of the Council. 
Ayes 15, Noes 3. 
And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “An Ordinance 
to appropriate the sum of $340,105.75, out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony, for the contingent service of the year 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supplemental Supply Bill was read third 
time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “An Ordinance 


3 See Appendix 
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granting a Supplemental Supply of $201,585.04, out of the General Revenue 
of the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, for the contingent 
service of the years 1868-9 respectively.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson 
seconding, and it was Resolved, 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, requesting that the 
Real Estate Tax Lists for Vancouver Island be deposited in the office of the 
Registrar General of Titles for inspection. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, requesting that 
all Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties inflicted by any Magistrate or Justice for 
the infraction of any By-law of the Municipal Council of the City of Victoria 
shall be paid into the Treasury of the City. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 16, Noes 2. 


So it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council resumed the adjourned debate on 
the subject of Confederation with Canada, which having lasted some time, 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard moved that the debate be further adjourned till 
to-morrow. 
Ordered to be adjourned accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow. 


Friday, the 11th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Wood, Dewdney, Helmcken, Holbrook, Ring, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Robson, Carrall, Alston, Drake, Barnard, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
The Hon. Mr. Dewdney gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos spoke to a question of privilege, in reference to the reports 
appearing in the British Colonist. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 

asking that provision be made so that the Currency of the Island and the 
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Mainland be assimilated by making the English Florin pass as a legal tender 
at the same value as the American Half Dollar piece. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 16. 
So the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Barnard seconding, and it was Resolved. 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, asking that 
Tenders be at once advertised for to find out the cost of removing the Sisters’ 
Rock, below Yale. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Dewdney moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Drake seconding, and Resolved. 
That His Excellency be respectfully requested to lay before this Council 
a copy of the instructions from the Secretary of State referred to in Governor 
Seymour’s Circular to Heads of Departments in Vancouver Island, dated 20th 
November, 1866, whereby His Excellency was permitted to state that the 
reduction under Union would not fall exclusively on the Island Officials; also, 
that His Excellency may be pleased to inform this Council whether the 
Officers’ Enabling Ordinance, 1867, which disabled the Officers of Vancouver 
Island, was assented to by the late Governor, if so, the date when such assent 
was given, and also all correspondence connected with the Officers’ Enabling 
Ordinance. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council resumed the adjourned debate on the 
subject of Confederation with Canada, which having terminated, 

The Hon. Mr. Drake asked leave to withdraw his motion. 

Ordered that leave be granted. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

The original motion of the Attorney-General having been put it was carried 
unanimously and Resolved, 

That this Council do now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to 
take into consideration the Terms proposed for the Confederation of the 
Colony of British Columbia with the Dominion of Canada in His Excellency 
the Governor’s Message to this Council. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted to sit again on Monday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 14th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, 
Sanders, O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Drake, Carrall, Humphreys, 
Alston, Ring, DeCosmos, Dewdney, Barnard, Holbrook, Helmcken. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 5. A. MUSGRAVE. 


In compliance with the Resolutions passed by the Legislative Council on the 
7th instant, the Governor forwards the following Returns: —4 

1. A Return in reference to Public Schools. 

2. A Return of Exports for 1869. 

3. A Return of Revenue collected at Lillooet in 1869. 

4, A Return of Public Loans and Floating Debt. 


Government House, 
14th March, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 6. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Honourable Board of Legis- 
lative Council asking him to lay before them a copy of the Instructions from the 
Secretary of State referred to in Governor Seymour’s Circular to the Heads of 
Departments of Vancouver Island, dated the 20th November, 1866, whereby His 
Excellency was permitted to state that the reduction under Union would not fall 
exclusively on Island Officials; and also that the Governor may be pleased to inform 
the Council whether the Officers’ Enabling Ordinance, 1867, which disabled the 
Officers of Vancouver Island, was assented to by the late Governor; and if so, the 
date when such assent was given; and also all correspondence connected with the 
Officers’ Enabling Ordinance. In reply, the Governor has the honour to acquaint 
the Council that he is not aware of any precedent which would justify him in com- 
municating to the Council confidential instructions which may have been issued by 
Her Majesty’s Government to the Governor’s predecessors in matters entirely 
relating to Executive functions. 

The Bill referred to by the Council as the Officers’ Enabling Ordinance, 1867, 
was not assented to by the Governor’s predecessor, as is obvious from the fact that 
it is not included among the Ordinances of the Colony, and the Governor is not 
aware of any correspondence on the subject. 


Government House, 
14th March, 1870. 


A further Message, read as follows: — 


Message No. 7. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has had under consideration the Resolution transmitted to him 
by the Honourable Board of Council, recommending him to take measures to secure 
the continuance of Telegraphic services between Victoria and Cariboo during the 
present year, and if provision cannot be made for this service from existing sources 
of Revenue to send down to the Council a Bill imposing an additional Customs 
Revenue to meet the expenditure that such Telegraphic service may require. 

The Council is aware that the Estimates of Revenue for the current year, after 
provision for the appropriations which have already been made, do not shew any 


4 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
1870, pp. iv—vi. 
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funds applicable to the proposed object. The Governor, therefore, in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Council, submits a Bill imposing for one year an 
addition of two per cent. upon the amount of duties at present raised under the 
Customs Tariff. The Governor wishes it to be understood that this Bill is presented 
to the Council in deference to its own wishes expressed to him. 


Government House, 
14th March, 1870. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Resolu- 
tion sent down by the Governor embodying Terms for Confederation with the 
Dominion of Canada. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that the Committee suggested the adoption 
of the following portion of the Resolution sent down by His Excellency, 
embracing the Terms of Confederation with Canada, and sent in a Recommen- 
dation to His Excellency on certain points of such Resolution. The Chairman 
also asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and that the Report be 
adopted as follows, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos dissentiente to Sections 2 and 
3:— 

Resolved, That it is expedient that the Colony of British Columbia should 
be Confederated with Canada, on the following Terms and Conditions, that is 
to say: — 

1. Canada shall be liable for the Debts and Liabilities of British Columbia 
existing at the time of Union. 

2. The population of British Columbia shall, for the purpose of financing 
arrangements, be estimated at 120,000. British Columbia not having incurred debts 
equal to those of other Provinces now constituting the Dominion, shall be entitled 
to receive, by half-yearly payments in advance from the General Government, 
Interest at the rate of 5 per centum per annum on the difference between the actual 
amount of its indebtedness at the date of Union and the proportion of the Public 
Debt of Canada for 120,000 of the population of Canada at the time of Union. 

3. The following sums shall be annually paid by Canada to British Columbia, 
for the support of the Local Government and Legislature, to wit:— 

An Annual Grant of $35,000, and a further sum equal to 80 cents a head per 
annum of the population of British Columbia, being estimated as aforesaid at 
120,000, such grant equal to 80 cents a head to be augmented according to the 


increase of population, when such may be shewn, until the population amounts to 
400,000, at which rate such grant shall thereafter remain. 


Recommendation. 


Resolved, That His Excellency be respectfully requested to strike out 
$35,000,” in Section 3, and insert in lieu thereof “$75,000,” and that in 
Section 3, the population shall be “1,000,000” instead of “400,000.” 


The Hon. Mr. Drake moved the adjournment till 1 on Wednesday. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson, in amendment, till 1 to-morrow. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 6, Noes 13. 


So the amendment was lost, and the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock on 
Wednesday. 
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Wednesday, the 16th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease, being the Senior Member present in order of 
precedence, took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Dewdney, Pemberton, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, 
Humphreys, Carrall, Holbrook, Wood. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read, amended, and confirmed. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary entered the Council Chamber while the 
Minutes were being read, and took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 

The Hon. Mr. Dewdney gave notice of motion. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Resolu- 
tion relative to Confederation. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that Sections of the Resolution had been 
passed as follows:— 

4. The Dominion shall guarantee interest at the rate of 5 per centum per annum 
on such sum, not exceeding £100,000, as may be required for the construction of a 
first class Graving Dock at Esquimalt. 

5. In addition to other provisions of this Resolution, Canada shall assume and 
defray the charges of the following Services. 

a. Salary and Allowances of the Lieutenant Governor; 

b. Salaries and Allowances of the Judges and Officers of the Supreme Court, 
and of the County Courts; 

c. The charges in respect to the Department of Customs; 

d. The Postal Department; 

e. Lighthouses, Buoys, Beacons, and Lightships, and such further charges as 
may be incident to and connected with the services which by the “British North 
America Act, 1867,” appertain to the General Government, and as are or may be 
allowed to the other Provinces. 

6. Suitable Pensions, such as shall be approved of by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, shall be provided by the Government of the Dominion for those of Her 
Majesty’s Servants in the Colony, whose position and emoluments derived therefrom 
would be affected by political changes on the admission of this Colony into the 
Dominion of Canada. 

7. The Dominion Government shall supply an efficient and regular fortnightly 
Steam Communication between Victoria and San Francisco by Steamers adapted 
and giving facilities for the conveyance of passengers and cargo. 


With the following Recommendation, That His Excellency be respectfully 
requested to insert the word “Pensions” after “Allowances” in Subdivision b, 
Section 5., and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and leave be granted to sit again 
to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved that the Standing Orders be suspended. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 
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Thursday, the 17th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Ball, 
Sanders, O’Reilly, Walkem, Pemberton, Alston, Wood, Holbrook, Ring, 
DeCosmos, Humphreys, Robson, Dewdney, Carrall, Drake. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the 
Confederation Resolution. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 

man of the Committee, reported that Sections of the Resolution had been 

passed as follows, with recommendations, and asked leave to sit again:— 


8. Inasmuch as no real Union can subsist between this Colony and Canada 
without the speedy establishment of communication across the Rocky Mountains by 
Coach Road and Railway, the Dominion shall, within three years from the date of 
Union, construct and open for traffic such Coach Road from some point on the line 
of the Main Trunk Road of this Colony to Fort Garry, of similar character to the 
said Main Trunk Road; and shall further engage to use all means in her power to 
complete such Railway communication at the earliest practicable date; and that 
Surveys to determine the proper line for such Railway shall be at once commenced; 
and that a sum of not less than One Million Dollars shall be expended in every year, 
from and after Three years from the date of Union, in actually constructing the 
initial sections of such Railway from the Seaboard of British Columbia, to connect 
with the Railway system of Canada. 

9. The Dominion shall erect and maintain, at Victoria, a Marine Hospital, and 
a Lunatic Asylum, either attached to the Hospital, or separate, as may be considered 
most convenient. 

The Dominion shall also erect and maintain a Penitentiary, or other principal 
Prison, at such place in the Colony as she may consider most suitable for that 
purpose. 

10. Efficient Coast Mail Steam Service, in connection with the Post Office, shall 
be established and maintained by the Government of the Dominion, between 
Victoria and New Westminster, Nanaimo, and such other places as may require such 
services. 

11. Whatever encouragement, advantages, and protection are afforded by the 
Dominion Government to the Fisheries of any of its Provinces, shall be extended in 
similar proportion to British Columbia, according to its requirements for the time 
being. 

12. British Columbia shall participate, in fair proportion, in any measures 
which may be adopted, and Funds which may be appropriated by the Dominion, for 
the encouragement of Immigration. 


Recommendations. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
insert the words “and maintain,” after “traffic,” and the word “and,” between 
“construct” and “open,” be left out. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
alter Clause 8, in such manner that the Section of the Main Trunk Road lying 
between Yale and New Westminster, may be included in the Coach Road 
which the Dominion Government is to be asked to construct within 3 years 
from the date of Union. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 
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Leave having been granted to the Committee to sit again, and on the question 
being put as to when leave should be granted, 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved that leave be granted at once. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 10, Noes 7. 


The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, The Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, 
Ball, Drake, 
Barnard, DeCosmos, 
Robson, Humphreys, 
Helmcken, Wood, 
Carrall, Ring. 
Alston, Hamley. 
Pemberton, 

Bushby, 
Crease. 


So the motion was passed in the affirmative, and it was Ordered that leave 
be granted to sit again at once. 
On the question being put “That I do leave the Chair,” the Council again 


divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 7. 
The names, on request, were taken down as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, The Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, 
Barnard, Sanders, 
Robson, Drake, 
Helmcken, Humphreys, 
Carrall, DeCosmos, 
Alston, Wood, 
Pemberton, Hamley. 
Bushby, 
Crease. 


So it passed in the affirmative and the Council went again into Committee. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that the Committee had passed a further 
Section of the Resolution as follows, with Recommendations, and asked leave 
to sit again: — 
13. British Columbia shall be entitled to be represented in the Senate by Four 
Members, and by Eight Members in the House of Commons, until the year 18 , 
and thereafter the representation in the Senate and the House of Commons shall 
be increased subject to the provisions of the “British North America Act, 1867.” 
Recommendations. 
That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to insert the figures “91” 
after the figures “18.” 
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That His Excellency be respectfully recommended to add at the end of 
Clause 13, the following words :— 

Provided, however, that the number of Members of the Senate shall never 
be reduced below the number of 4, and the number of the Members of the 
House of Commons below the number of 8. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and leave granted to sit again 
to-morrow. 


Then, on the notice of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
tomorrow. 








Friday, the 18th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Pemberton, Wood, Alston, Holbrook, Walkem, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Carrall, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, Drake, Ring, Dewdney. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Wood gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Wood rose to speak to a question of privilege, in regard to report of 
debate as appearing in the British Colonist. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the 
Confederation Resolution. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that the Committee had passed Section 14 as 
follows, and asked leave to sit again: — 


14. The Union shall take effect on such day as Her Maiesty by Order in Council 
(on an Address to that effect, in terms of the 146th Section of “The British North 
America Act, 1867”) may direct; and British Columbia may, in such Address, 
specify the Districts, Counties, or Divisions, if any, for which any of the four 
Senators to whom the Colony shall be entitled shall be named—the Electoral Dis- 
tricts for which—and the time within which the first Election of Members to serve 
in the House of Commons shall take place. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted and leave granted to the Committee to 
sit again on Monday. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Standing Orders be suspended. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 21st day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, Walkem, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Robson, Barnard, Wood, 
Holbrook, Dewdney, Helmcken, Carrall, O’Reilly, Pemberton, Drake. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 8. A. MUSGRAVE. 

In compliance with the Resolutions of the Legislative Council, of the 18th 
February and 7th March, the Governor forwards a Return in reference to Road Tax 
Collections in District No. 2.5 

A Return of Pre-emptions in 1868-9.6 


Government House, 
21st March, 1870. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Con- 
federation Resolution. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that he was instructed to ask leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, after a division on motion of 
the Hon. Attorney General, That the Committee sit again at 7.30 this evening, 
as follows:— 
Ayes 6, Noes 14. 
The names, on request, being taken down by the Clerk as follows:— 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, The Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, 
Holbrook, Sanders, 
Barnard, Ball, 
Helmcken, Dewdney, 
Carrall, Robson, 
Crease. Ring, 
Humphreys, 
DeCosmos, 
Alston, 
Wood, 
Pemberton, 
Bushby, 
Drake, 
Hamley. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him 
to give notice of motion. 
Motion negatived. 
Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 





5 [bid., pp. vi-vii. 6 Ibid., p. viii. 
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Tuesday, the 22nd day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Ball, 
Sanders, O’Reilly, Walkem, Pemberton, Alston, Wood, Holbrook, Ring, De- 
Cosmos, Humphreys, Robson, Dewdney, Carrall, Drake, Helmcken, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented the Petition of certain Importers, of Victoria. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Con- 
federation Resolution. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that the Committee had passed the remaining 
Sections of the Resolution, as follows, and asked leave to sit again: — 


15. The Constitution of the Executive authority and of the Legislature of 
British Columbia shall, subject to the provisions of “The British North America 
Act, 1867,” continue as existing at the time of Union, until altered under the author- 
ity of the said Act. 

16. The provisions in “The British North America Act, 1867,” shall (except 
those parts thereof which are in terms made, or by reasonable intendment may be 
held to be specially applicable to and only affect one and not the whole of the 
Provinces now comprising the Dominion, and except so far as the same may be 
varied by this Resolution) be applicable to British Columbia in the same way and to 
the like extent as they apply to the other Provinces of the Dominion, and as if the 
Colony of British Columbia had been one of the Provinces originally united by the 
said Act. 

With reference to Defences: — 

a. That it shall be an understanding with the Dominion, that their influence will 
be used to the fullest extent to procure the continued maintenance of the Naval 
Station at Esquimalt. 

b. Encouragement to be given to develop the efficiency and organization of the 
Volunteer Force in British Columbia. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that leave be granted to the Com- 
mittee to sit again to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow. 














Wednesday, the 23rd day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Wood, Dewdney, Helmcken, Holbrook, Ring, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Robson, Carrall, Alston, Drake, Barnard, Pemberton, Walkem. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Con- 
federation Resolution. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of the 
Council, and asked leave to sit again: — 

Resolved, That it is highly desirable that the Agricultural, Horticultural, 
Orchard, and Dairy interests of British Columbia should be protected. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and leave granted to the Committee to 
sit again to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 








Thursday, the 24th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, Dewdney, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Pemberton, Wood, Alston, Holbrook, Walkem, DeCosmos, 
Humphreys, Carrall, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, Drake, Ring. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Con- 
federation Resolution. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the following Resolutions for the adoption of the 
Council, and asked leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Council it is advisable that after Union 
Foreign Manufactured Articles in which a trade can be carried on with neigh- 
bouring Countries should be admitted into British Columbia at a low or 
nominal rate of duty, and generally that the Tariff should be made suitable to 
the Commercial requirements and conditions of British Columbia. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Council, the Duties of Excise levied 
upon Malsters and Brewers under and by virtue of the Excise Laws of Canada 
would be detrimental if made applicable to British Columbia. That His 
Excellency be therefore earnestly requested to take such steps as he may deem 
advisable to bring the same to the notice of the Canadian Government, and 
further to take care that no Export Duties shall be charged on Spars exported 
from British Columbia. 

Resolved, That this Council respectfully represent to His Excellency the 
Governor that in negotiating the Terms of Union of British Columbia with 
Canada, it is of the first importance to point out to the Government of that 
Dominion, that the circumstances of this Colony are in many respects so 
different from those of the Eastern Provinces, that the application of the 
present Canadian Tariff to this Colony, while reducing the aggregate burthen of 
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taxation, would injuriously affect the Agricultural and Commercial interests of 
this Community; and that it be therefore urgently impressed upon the Govern- 
ment, that it is absolutely necessary to our well-being under Confederation, 
that special rates of Customs Duties and special Customs Regulations be 
arranged for the Colony, in such manner as may be found practically most 
advisable, so as to secure, while our requirements in this respect remain as at 
present, an equal measure of protection to our Agricultural Products and of 
facility to our Commerce as are provided under the existing British Columbia 
Tariff. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and leave granted to sit again 
to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow. 





Friday, the 25th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present, The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Sanders, Walkem, 
Bushby, Alston, Wood, Holbrook, DeCosmos, Drake, Humphreys, Carrall, 
O’Reilly, Dewdney, Ring, Robson, Pemberton, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to 
enable him to introduce a Bill. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
The Hon. Member introduced the Courts Jurisdiction Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Standing Orders suspended to enable the Bill to be read second time. 
Read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time presently. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Resolu- 
tion relative to Confederation. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the following Resolutions for the adoption of the 
Council. 

On the question being put it was Resolved, 
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That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, recommending 
that the Dominion Government shall be requested to cause a Geological Sur- 
vey of British Columbia to be made; such Survey to be commenced within 
one year after its admission into Union. 

On the following Resolution being put, 

That Canada shall purchase the Territory of Alaska and the State of Maine 
from the United States, 

The Council divided. 


Ayes 7, Noes 13. 


So the Resolution was lost. 

On the following Resolution being put:— 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to insert in 
the Terms of Confederation to be proposed to Canada, some such Clause as 
the following: — 

All Public Works and Property of British Columbia at the time of admis- 
sion to belong to British Columbia, except such Public Works and Property 
as shall properly belong to the Dominion under the “British North America 
Act, 1867,” and such portion of the Main-Trunk Road through British Colum- 
bia, or other Roads then constructed, as may be necessary to complete a 
continuous line of Coach Road from a point at or below Yale to a point at the 
foot of the Eastern Slope of the Rocky Mountains, and that the same shall be 
free of Toll of every kind whatsoever, 

The Council divided. 


Ayes 14, Noes 6. 
So it passed in the affirmative, and was Resolved accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 9. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance granting a Supplemental Supply 
of $201,585.04, out of the General Revenue of the Colony of British Columbia and 
its Dependencies, for the contingent service of the years 1868-9 respectively.” 


Government House, 
24th March, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 10. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to appropriate the sum of 
$340,105.75, out of the General Revenue of the Colony, for the contingent service 
of the year 1870.” 


Government House, 
24th March, 1870. 


A further Message, read as follows:— 


Message No. 11. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting Practioners in Medicine 
and Surgery.” 


Government House, 
24th March, 1870. 
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The Hon. Mr. Barnard moved that the Standing Orders be suspended. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 














Monday, the 28th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, Walkem, 
Sanders, O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Drake, Humphreys, Alston, 
Ring, DeCosmos, Barnard, Holbrook, Helmcken. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of certain Farmers of Vancouver 
Island. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented the Petition of P. Cadell. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented the Petition of certain Colonists in reference to 
Registration Bill.7 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Supreme Court Bill, 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Bill be recommitted. 
Ordered accordingly. 

The Council went into Committee again on the Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that the Bill had been amended and was now 
complete. 

Report adopted. 

Ordered to be read third time presently. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the 
Attorney General,—If Farmers who sell their own produce are compelled to 
take out a Licence to do so? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


7 Ibid., pp. viii-ix. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 
That the Report of the Select Committee on Road Tolls be taken up as the 
first Order of the day to-morrow. 
Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the first reading of the Customs Duty Bill, 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos seconding, 

That this Bill be read first time this day six months. 

The Hon. Mr. Alston moved, in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Walkem 
seconding, 

That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee for their report thereon, 
and generally to devise the best means for maintaining the Interior Telegraphic 
system. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 13, Noes 4. 

So it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 

The Hon. the Presiding Member named the following Hon. Members:— 
The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, Helmcken, Hamley, Alston, Barnard. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken having excused himself, the Presiding Member 
named the Hon. Mr. Drake in his stead. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Dewdney. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved that the consideration of the Petition of Peter 
Eddy do stand as the first Order on Wednesday. 
Ordered accordingly. 
Leave was then given to the Hon. Mr. Dewdney to bring in a Bill regulating 
the running at large of Bulls and Entire Horses. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That an address be presented to His Excellency, asking that provision be 
made in some way for preventing parties setting fire to the woods in the 
neighbourhood of Saw Mills during dry months of the year. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Wood moved, the Hon. Mr. Ring 
seconding, 

That His Excellency be respectfully requested to recommend the Imperial 
Government to provide, by such means as may be deemed most advisable, for 
the payment of the Judge and Registrar of the Vice-Admiralty Court of British 
Columbia, by Salary and not by Fees. 

The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys 
seconding, 

That the Judge and Officers of the Supreme Court, except the Sheriff, 
discharge the duties of Admiralty Judge and Officers, without additional Salary, 
and that the Fees taken be paid into the Treasury. 
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On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 12. 

So the amendment was lost. 

On the original question being put the Council again divided. 
Ayes 13, Noes 2. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the School Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Dewdney asked leave to bring in 
Game Bill. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 12, Noes 2. 


So it passed in the affirmative and Ordered that leave be granted to bring in 
the said Bill. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supreme Court Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Courts Jurisdiction 
Ordinance, 1870.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 




















Tuesday, the 29th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Robson, Barnard, Wood, 
Holbrook, Dewdney, Carrall, Drake. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Ring gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Report 
of the Select Committee on the Road Tolls. 

The Hon. Mr. Barnard moved, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook seconding, 

That the Report of the Select Committee on Road Tolls now under con- 
sideration be adopted, with the exception of that portion which relates to the 
removal of the Toll-gate at Clinton to Soda Creek; and that a respectful 
address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, asking that a Bill may 
be sent down, during this Session, for the purpose of assimilating the laws 
under which the Road Tolls are now collected, with the object of carrying out 
the recommendation of the Committee. 
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The Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, in amendment, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding, 

That the following words be added at the end of the Hon. Mr. Barnard’s 
Resolution:—‘‘and that, in the opinion of this Council, it is expedient to 
amend the Road Tolls Ordinance, so as to allow Home—grown Flour, Bran, 
and Shorts to pass over the Roads Free of Tolls; and that His Excellency the 
Governor be respectfully requested to send down a Bill for that purpose.” 

On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 

Ayes 14, Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative. 
On the original question as amended being put, the Council again divided. 
Ayes 14, Noes 3. 
The names, on request, being taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. O’Reilly, The Hon. Messrs. Pemberton, 
Sanders, Hamley, 
Ball, Crease. 
Alston, 
Walkem, 
Dewdney, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Drake, 
Carrall, 
Holbrook, 
Humphreys, 
DeCosmos, 
Ring. 

The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken and Bushby not having voted, their vote was 
counted in the affirmative, so the vote stood Ayes 16, Noes 3. 

So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him to 
present a Petition. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member presented a Petition of the Victoria Fire Co. 
Ordered to be received, and to lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Report of 
the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the Petition of the School 
Teachers. 

The Hon. the Attorney General moved, the Hon. Mr. Hamley seconding, 

That the Report of the Select Committee on the arrears payable to Common 
School Teachers be adopted, with the exception of the recommendation of the 
claims of the Superintendent and Mr. Harrison. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 8, Noes 5. 
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The names, on request, were taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Crease, The Hon. Messrs. Robson, 
Hamley, DeCosmos, 
Bushby, Wood, 
Holbrook, Pemberton, 
Ball, Drake. 
Sanders, 
O'Reilly, 
Dewdney. 


The Hon. Mr. Alston not having voted was counted in the affirmative, so 
the vote stood Ayes 9, Noes 5, and the Resolution was carried. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Attorney 
General,—Whether it is the intention of the Government to introduce an 
Ordinance, this Session, to prevent our Coasting Trade being thrown open to 
Foreign Vessels, under the operation of a recent Imperial Act? 

The Hon. the Attorney General replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Registration of Titles 
Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Crown 
Grants Bill, 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to ask leave to re- 
commit Clause 8 of the Bill, for the purpose of altering the same, and that the 
Standing Orders might be suspended for that purpose. 

Standing Orders suspended and leave granted. 

The Council went again into Committee. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that Clause 8 was still under consideration, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 30th day of March, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Walkem, Hamley, O’Reilly, Sanders, 
Bushby, Ball, Holbrook, Wood, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Humphreys, 
Barnard, Robson, Drake, Carrall, Pemberton, Helmcken, Dewdney. 

The Minutes of previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
it 
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The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Petition 

of Peter Eddy. 

The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved, the Hon. Mr. Robson seconding. 

That the Petition of Peter Eddy be referred to a Select Committee. 

The Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding, 

That the Petition of Peter Eddy be referred to a Committee of the Whole 
Council, and that the Petitioner be heard by Counsel at the Bar of the House. 

The Hon. Mr. Ring moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Alston seconding, 

That in the opinion of this Council it is necessary that a Court of Appeal be 
constituted at the earliest practicable period, in order that Peter Eddy may 
have the opportunity of bringing his case before it. 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Walkem seconding, 

That the Petition of Peter Eddy be referred to His Excellency the Governor, 
with a recommendation that he will take the same into his consideration, and 
grant such relief as the nature of the case demands. 

On the last amendment being put the Council divided, Ayes 14, Noes 4. 

So the last amendment was carried, and it was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding, 
That the Petition respecting Subsidies to Flour Mills be considered in Com- 
mittee of the whole Council. 
On the question being put it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable 
him to give notice of a motion he proposed moving in the said Committee of 
the whole Council. 

Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him 

to call up a Petition from the Victoria Fire Department. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Petition called up. 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, and it was 
Resolved, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, earnestly recom- 
mending that the Customs Duties on the Steam Fire Engine belonging to the 
Deluge Company be remitted. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Barnard, relating to the Sale of Town Lots at Yale, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring asked leave to bring in Crown 
Costs Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill read first time this day week. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion on the subject of a Free Port, 
standing in the name of the Hon. Mr. Ring, 
Ordered to be postponed till Monday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Registration of Titles 
Bill, 
Ordered that the Crown Grants Bill be taken next in order. 


Standing Orders suspended to enable the Hon. Mr. Ring to give notice of motion. 
Notice given accordingly. 


According to Order, the Council went into Committee on the Crown Grants Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill now complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Monday 
next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Registration of Titles 
Bill, and on the motion put ““That I do now leave the Chair,” 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding, 

That all words after “That,” be left out, and the following words substituted, 
“The Registration of Titles Bill be referred to a Select Committee.” 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 14. 

So the amendment was lost, and the Council went into Committee on the 
said Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that some amendments were made, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for Monday, and the Report be adopted. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 


Monday, the 4th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease, being the Senior Member present in order of pre- 
cedence, took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Dewdney, Ring, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, Carrall, Barnard, 
Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 12. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Council embodying the pro- 
posed Terms of Union with the Dominion of Canada, with certain modifications 
and additions suggested as expedient by the Honourable Board. These shall be 
presented for the consideration of the Government of Canada, and the Governor 
proposes to the Council that he should be authorized to make provision for the 
necessary expenses of a Delegation, to be composed of Three Members of the 
Council, whom the Governor desires to send to Ottawa for the purpose of submitting 
the proposed Terms, with the necessary explanations, to the Government of Canada. 


Government House, 
4th April, 1870. 

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner moved, That the Message be considered 
in Committee of the Whole Council on Wednesday, and that the Message be 
printed. 

Ordered accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented the Petition of certain Inhabitants of Victoria, 
in connection with ownership of Vessels. 
Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of 3 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Crown Grants Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till later in the day. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the School Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till presently. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Humphreys, 
The Hon. Member asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr 
Humphreys seconding, and Resolved, nem. con. 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that enquiry be made into the amount assessed under the “Road 
Ordinance, 1869,” against Shareholders of Companies and Partners in Firms, 
owning land and doing business within the Colony, as there are reasons to 
conclude that a very large sum of money has not been assessed either in 1869 
or 1870, against some of the said Shareholders and Partners. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. Alston 
seconding, and it was Resolved, nem. con., 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 

informing him that, in the opinion of this Council, the establishment of a local 
Court of Appeal is imperatively called for. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Crown Grants Bill was read third time, and 
it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Crown Grants 
Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee to consider the 
Petition in reference to subsidizing Flour Mills, 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of the 
Council, 

That this Council, after having had under consideration the Petition respect- 
ing the granting of Subsidies to Flour Mills, is of opinion that it is expedient 
to encourage the manufacture of Flour from home-grown wheat, and would 
respectfully recommend to His Excellency the Governor: — 

1. That Proclamation be made in the Government Gazette to the effect that 
if any owner of a Flour Mill in Victoria, New Westminster, Saanich, Cowichan, 
or Comox, shall prove to the satisfaction of the Governor that he has in any 
one year manufactured 500 barrels of good merchantable Flour, from wheat 
grown in the Colony, such Millowner shall be entitled to receive from the 
Government $500. 

2. That the proposed Subsidies shall, if the conditions be complied with, be 
continued for three years from the date of proclamation. 

3. That this Council pledges itself to make good any sum of money that may 
be issued by His Excellency the Governor, in accordance with the foregoing 
recommendation. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 8, Noes 7. 


The names, on request, were taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Robson, The Hon. Messrs. Hamley, 
DeCosmos, Trutch, 
Wood, Bushby, 
Alston, Pemberton, 
Ring, Ball, 
Humphreys, Barnard, 
Sanders, Dewdney. 
Drake. 


So it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard asked the Postmaster 
General,—Whether steps have been taken to secure to the Settlers in the 
Okanagan Valley, and vicinity, the Mail Communication recommended by this 
Council? 

The Hon. Mr. Bushby replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard asked the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works,—Whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to reduce the price at which Town Lots in Yale are held by the Govern- 
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ment? Also, as to whether there is anything to prevent the Government from 
surveying and laying out Lots on the River front of Front Street in that town, 
and offering the same for sale? 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Ring, 
Ordered to be postponed till Thursday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration Bill, 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported that the Bill had been further considered, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 5th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Crease, being the Senior Member present in order of 
precedence, took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Sanders, Ring, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, Carrall, Pemberton, Alston, 
Humphreys, Wood, Drake. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of the Inhabitants of Cowichan. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of 3 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. Barnard gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Dewdney gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported considerable progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that leave be granted to the Com- 
mittee to sit again to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Alston asked leave to bring in Bill 
of Sales Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson asked the Postmaster 
General,— Whether the provisions of the Postal Convention between this Col- 
ony and the United States, referred to in His Excellency’s opening Message, 
have come into operation; and if not, why? 

The Hon. Mr. Bushby replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of the Derby Settlers’ 
Petition, 

The Hon. Mr. Robson moved that the said Petition be considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole Council. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported that he had been instructed to ask leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted to sit again on Thursday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 6th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Attorney General being the Senior Member present in order 
of precedence, took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Wood, Dewdney, Helmcken, Ring, DeCosmos, Alston, Humphreys, 
Robson, Drake, Barnard, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave notice of 2 motions. 
The Hon. Mr. De Cosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Dewdney, Chairman of the Select Committee on the Customs Duty 
Bill, and as to providing means for maintaining the Interior Telegraphic sys- 
tem, brought up a Report. 

Ordered to be read. Read aloud by the Clerk as follows: — 

Your Committee is of opinion that it is of great importance to maintain the 
Telegraphic system through the Interior of the Colony, but the mode proposed 
of raising the funds necessary for that purpose, viz.: $8,000, is, in the opinion 
of the majority of your Committee, inadvisable in the present state of business 
in the Colony. 

Your Committee, therefore, beg respectfully to suggest as a better and more 
equitable means of raising the funds required, that the same be raised by a 
loan at the lowest market rates of interest, secured by Government Debentures, 
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and they consider that the undertaking being one of national importance, the 
Government would be justified in adopting this Course. 


Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on His Excel- 
lency’s Message No. 12, respecting the sending of Delegates to Canada. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of the 
Council. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be authorized to make proper 
provision for the expenses of a Delegation, to be composed of such Three 
Members of this Council as His Excellency may select to dispatch to Ottawa, 
for the purpose of submitting to the Government of Canada the Terms of 
Union with the Dominion proposed by the Governor, and adopted by this 
Council. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Crown Costs Bill was read first time. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Humphreys, 
Ordered to be deferred till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Robson. 
Ordered to be deferred till later in the day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Game Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Water Supply Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday the 13th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the County Court Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Drake asked leave to bring in Fire 
Companies Aid Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on the 12th instant. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Barnard asked the Hon. the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works,—Whether any action had been taken by 
the Executive, in regard to the recommendation of this Council relating to 
Road Tolls? 


The Hon. the Chief Commissioner replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Barnard seconding, and it was Resolved, nemine contradicente. 
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That the Island of San Juan now in dispute between the Governments of 
Great Britain and the United States, occupies a most important strategic 
position, practically commanding the passage between the open sea and the 
continental part of British Columbia. 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully recommended to urge 
upon Her Majesty’s Government and the Canadian Government the impor- 
tance of possessing the said Island of San Juan, and pointing out its intimate 
bearing upon the ultimate success of the Confederated British North American 
Provinces. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Registration of Titles 
Bill, 
Ordered that the same do stand as the first Order of the day for to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Common Schools 
Amendment Bill, 


Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow 





Thursday, the 7th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 


The Hon. the Attorney General being the Senior Member present in order 
of precedence, took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, Dewdney, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Pemberton, Wood, Alston, Holbrook, DeCosmos, Humphreys, 
Carrall, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, Drake, Ring. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 13. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has had under consideration a Resolution of the Honourable 
Board of Council, respecting the granting of Subsidies to Flour Mills. 


The Governor is compelled to express his dissent from the policy involved in 
the recommendation of the Council. Such subsidies, limited to Mills in special 
localities, would be partial and unjust in their operation. That, besides this, they 
would constitute a bounty for the protection of a special branch of industry at the 
expense of the rest of the Community, and would be an infraction of well- 
understood principles of political economy, as well as contrary to the policy of Her 
Majesty’s Government and the tenor of the Royal Instructions to the Governor. 


Government House, 
6th April, 1870. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 14. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has had under consideration the Resolutions of the Honourable 
Board of Council, referring to the Report of a Select Committee appointed to 
enquire into the Road Tolls on home-grown produce. 


The subject has engaged the Governor’s careful attention, and there appears 
to him to be some important difficulties in dealing with the matter at present. 


The alterations suggested by the Council would probably considerably diminish 
the Revenue which has been estimated from this source for the service of the year, 
upon the faith of which financial arrangements have been made by the Appropriation 
Act. Moreover, in the Supplementary Resolution passed by the Council on the 
subject of Confederation, the question of the transfer of a portion of the Main- 
Trunk Road to the Government of the Dominion, and an exemption from Road 
Tolls, has been brought forward as part of the arrangements for Union with Canada. 


Under these circumstances the Governor thinks it undesirable, at the present 
time, to make any change, but the subject will be considered during the year, and if 
necessary, or then expedient, the law may be amended in the next Session. 


Government House, 
6th April, 1870. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake presented the Petition of certain Boatmen, of Victoria. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Dewdney gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Holbrook gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ring, the Standing Orders were suspended. 
The Hon. Member then moved that a motion of his, standing further on in 
the Order of the day, be deferred till Monday. 
Motion postponed accordingly. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys seconding, 
That the Message of His Excellency the Governor respecting the Resolution 
on Road Tolls, communicated to the Council to-day, be considered to-morrow. 
On the question being put it passed in the affirmative and was Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration of Titles Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported further progress made with the Bill, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and the Report be adopted. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the School Amendment Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed for Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works introduced the Crown Lands Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday next. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Wood seconding, and it was Resolved, 

That this Council after having had under consideration the Petition of certain 
Settlers of Cowichan, praying for a grant of $480 for the support of a School 
in Kokesaila Settlement, recommend that the Petition be forwarded to His 
Excellency the Governor, with a recommendation that the said sum be granted 
for the said purpose. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 1 
p.m. to-morrow. 


Friday, the 8th day of April, 1870. 





The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Attorney General, being the Senior Member present in order 
of precedence, took the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Ball, Sanders, Walkem, 
Bushby, Alston, Wood, Holbrook, DeCosmos, Drake, Humphreys, Carrall, 
O’Reilly, Dewdney, Robson, Pemberton, Barnard. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved that the Standing Orders be suspended in order 
that the consideration of the Governor’s Message No. 14 be taken up at once. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
The Council took Message No. 14 into consideration. 


During which, a Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 15. A. MUSGRAVE. 


In compliance with a Resolution of the Legislative Council, the Governor 
forwards a Return showing the total cost of the establishment and maintenance of 
the Assay Office and Coining Apparatus at New Westminster and Cariboo, from its 
commencement to the 31st December, 1869.8 


Government House, 
8th April, 1870. 


The Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos seconding, 

That, after having had His Excellency’s Message No. 14, respecting Road 
Tolls under consideration, this Council is of opinion that it is desirable to have 
a conference with His Excellency the Governor, respecting the necessity for the 
abolition of certain Road Tolls at Clinton. 

The Hon. Mr. Dewdney moved, in amendment, the Hon. Mr. Ball seconding, 

That this Council, having taken into consideration His Excellency’s Message 
No. 14, referring to the Report of a Select Committee appointed to enquire 


8 [bid., p. ix. 
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into the Road Tolls on home-grown produce, is of opinion that, for the reasons 
mentioned in that Message, it is unadvisable at the present time to make any 
change. 
On the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 10. 


The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Dewdney, The Hon. Messrs. Walken, 
Ball. Sanders, 
O'Reilly, 
Holbrook, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Drake, 
DeCosmos, 
Pemberton, 
Hamley. 
So the amendment was lost. 
On the original question being put the Council again divided. 
Ayes 11, Noes 2. 


The names, on request, being taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Walkem, The Hon. Messrs. Barnard, 
O’Reilly, Dewdney. 
Sanders, 
Ball, 
Robson, 
Holbrook, 
Drake, 
Humphreys, 
DeCosmos, 
Pemberton, 
Hamley. 


So the question was carried in the affirmative, and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration of Titles Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported further progress made with the Bill, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted and the Report adopted. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Standing Orders were suspended. 
The Hon. Member gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 11th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs, Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, Walkem, 
Trutch, Sanders, O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Pemberton, Humphreys, Carrall, 
Ring, DeCosmos, Holbrook, Helmcken, Dewdney. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 16. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the communication from the Honourable Board of 
Council, acquainting him with their Resolution to seek a conference with him on 
the question of Road Tolls, in conformity with the Standing Orders for the guidance 
of the Council. 


The Governor will have much pleasure in receiving the Committee from the 
Council, at Government House, at 3 o’clock, on Thursday, the 14th instant. 


Government House, 
11th April, 1870. 


The Hon. the Attorney General gave notice of 2 motions. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson asked the Presiding Mem- 
ber,—When it is the intention of His Excellency to prorogue the Council? 


The Hon. Mr. Hankin replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Ring moved, the Hon. Mr. Alston 
seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
requesting him to ask the Imperial Government to repeal that portion of the 
Imperial Act of Union which extends the Tariff of British Columbia to Van- 
couver Island, with the view of re-establishing a Free Port at Victoria. 


On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 6, Noes 9. 
The names having been taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Robson, The Hon. Messrs. Sanders, 
Helmcken, O'Reilly, 
Ring, Ball, 
Dewdney, Holbrook, 
Drake, Wood, 
Alston. DeCosmos, 
Crease, 
Bushby, 
Hamley. 


So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration of Titles Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Tuesday 
week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Report of 

the Select Committee on the Customs Amendment Bill. 

The Hon. Mr. Drake moved that the Report be adopted, the Hon. Mr. Ring 
seconding. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 7, Noes 11. 

So the motion was lost. 

The Hon. Mr. Dewdney moved, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook seconding, 

That the Customs Duty Bill be now read first time. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Drake seconding, 

That this Bill be read first time this day fortnight. 

The amendment having been put and lost, after a division, Ayes 7, Noes 9, 

The Bill was read first time. Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Bill of Sales Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos asked the Hon. the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works,—Whether the Steamer “Sir James 
Douglas” will be ordered to ply between Victoria and Sooke? 

Whether it is the intention of the Government to make any provision for the 
construction of a Bridge over Sooke River, by paying the Contractor in Land 
in that District, as suggested in a Petition from the Settlers in Sooke? 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the County Courts Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Tuesday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Petition 
of certain Master Mariners. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook seconding, and it 
was Resolved, 

That the Petition be referred to His Excellency the Governor, with the 
opinion of this Council that it is advisable to prohibit Colonial Vessels going 
foreign being commanded by uncertified persons, and that it is advisable to 
establish a Board for the purpose of granting certificates to those who undergo 
the necessary examination for Masters and Mates of Vessels. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved That the Petition 
of P. Cadell be taken into consideration, with a view to its transmission to His 
Excellency the Governor. 

The Hon. Mr. Ball moved, in amendment, That it do lie on the table. 
Amendment put and carried. 
Ordered accordingly. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook asked the Presiding 
Member,—If any provision has been made by the Executive for the payment 
of the Expenses of Elected Members coming from Kootenay, Cariboo, and 
Lillooet? 

The Hon. the Presiding Member replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Holbrook moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Robson seconding, 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, asking him to 
devote the sum of about $500, out of the vote in the Estimates for repairs of 
Roads, toward repairing the Road between Douglas and the 29 Mile House, 
so as to make it passable for Farmers’ waggons. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 2, Noes 7. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Derby 
Settlers’ Petition. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 

man of the Committee, reported that the Committee had risen without a report. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Humphreys, 
Ordered to be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Game Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Wed- 
nesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Ball, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 12th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Walkem, Ring, Alston, DeCosmos, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, Wood, 
Pemberton, Holbrook, Dewdney, Carrall, Drake, Trutch. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Robson gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Alston gave notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the School 
Bill, 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time on Thursday 
next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Fire Companies’ 
Aid Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General asked leave to 
bring in Municipal Fine Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General introduced the 
Loan Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Customs Duty 
Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Drake moved, the Hon. Mr. Hamley seconding, 
That the second reading be postponed till to-morrow. 
Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, and on the question 
being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 12. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 
The Bill was then read second time. 
On the question being put whether the Bill should be Committed, the Council 
divided. 
Ayes 11, Noes 7. 


The names, on request, were taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Crease, The Hon. Messrs. Hamley, 
Trutch, Drake, 
Bushby, Pemberton, 
Ball, Wood, 
Barnard, Alston, 
Dewdney, Helmcken, 
Carrall, Robson. 
Sanders, 

Walkem, 
O'Reilly, 


Holbrook. 
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So it passed in the affirmative and the Council went into Committee on the 
said Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with slight amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 





Wednesday, the 13th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, Wood, Dewdney, Helmcken, Ring, DeCosmos, Alston, Humphreys, 
Robson, Drake, Barnard, Holbrook, Walkem, Carrall. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Hamley, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to enquire 
into the subject of Ocean Steam Communication with San Francisco, brought 
up a Report. 

Ordered to be read. Read as follows:— 

Your Committee beg to report that in view of the probability of a line of 
British Steamers being established on the North Pacific Coast, arrangements 
should be made to open negotiations with any such Company for placing a 
Steamer on this line. 

Your Committee are further of opinion that were arrangements made with 
the Puget Sound Steamers to come to Victoria more frequently, and remain 
there a longer time, much good would result to the Colony, and Mail Com- 
munication would be very much facilitated and improved. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake gave notice of 2 motions. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Customs Duty Bill, 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. Hamley seconding, 
That this Bill be read third time this day six months. 
On the amendment being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 10. 
So it passed in the negative, and the Bill was read third time, 
And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Customs 
Duty Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Game Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Game Ordinance, 1870.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the School Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Common School Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Land Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed the first sitting next week. 


The Hon. Mr. Walkem rose to speak to a question of privilege, in reference to 
certain words spoken by the Hon. Mr. Humphreys, at a Public Meeting, at the 
Theatre, Victoria, on the 11th instant. 


The Hon. Member not being then present, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Alston, 


Resolved, That the Hon. Member be cited to appear at the Council Board 
by the Presiding Member. 


The following citation was sent to the Hon. Member:— 


To the Hon. Mr. Humphreys. 


You are hereby cited to attend at the Council Board, at once, on the receipt 
of this summons, and in the event of your non-appearance you will be held guilty of 
contempt. 

(Signed) PHILIP J. HANKIN. 

13th April, 1870. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Water Bill, and 
the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 3, Noes 9. 
So the Bill was thrown out. 


In compliance with a citation above quoted, the Hon. Mr. Humphreys being now 
present in the Council Chamber, the Hon. Mr. Walkem again rose to speak 
to a question of privilege, in reference to certain words spoken by the Hon. 
Mr. Humphreys, at the Public Theatre, on the 11th instant. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, 
Ordered, That Strangers do withdraw, including the Press. 


After which, the Hon. Mr. Dewdney moved, the Hon. Mr. Barnard second- 
ing, the following Resolution: — 


Resolved, That this Council, having ascertained from undoubted authority, 
that one of its Members, the Honourable Member for Lillooet, did, at a Public 
Meeting, held on Monday, the 11th day of April instant, publicly use language 
to the following purport; that is to say: “that he felt degraded by sitting in 
this Council,” and further, “that this Council had refused any enquiry into the 
matters connected with the Lands and Works Office, and the spending of the 
moneys entrusted thereto,” and feeling that such language is a gross insult 
and derogatory to the dignity of this Council, and calculated to bring the 
Council and its proceedings into contempt, Resolved that His Excellency the 
Governor be respectfully requested to cancel the appointment of the said 
Thomas B. Humphreys to a seat in this Council. 
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The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved that the Council is willing to accept the 
following statement in writing from the Hon. Member:— 

It was not my intention, by any words used by me at the Public Meeting, on 
Monday evening last, the 11th instant, to express anything derogatory to the 
dignity of the Legislative Council, or of any one of its Members, nor to cast 
any imputation of dishonesty or improper conduct whatsoever on the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, or on any one connected with that Depart- 
ment; and if any words then spoken by me conveyed such an impression, I 
hereby retract them, and express my regret at having used them. 

The Hon. Member for Lillooet handed in the following as being the state- 
ment he was prepared to offer:— 

If I used any language at a recent Public Meeting reflecting on the honesty of 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, I sincerely regret having used it, as 
such was not my intention to do so by any words that I then used; and if I used, 
on the same occasion, and at the same place, any language that has been interpreted 
as disrespectful to the Council as such, instead of being in denunciation of a non- 
representative Council, I regret it, as my language was directed against the non- 
representative Constitution of the Council. 

(Signed) T. B. HUMPHREYS. 

On the question being put whether such last mentioned document was 
satisfactory to the Council, the Council divided. 


Ayes 1, Noes-15. 


The names having been taken down by the Clerk as follows:— 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos. The Hon. Messrs. Crease, 

Trutch, 
O’Reilly, 
Sanders, 
Walkem, 
Ball, 
Dewdney, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Carrall, 
Wood, 
Alston, 
Drake, 
Bushby, 
Hamley. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken not having voted was counted in the affirmative, so 
the vote stood Ayes 2, Noes 15, and it was declared that the statement offered 
was not satisfactory. 

The Hon. Member for Lillooet having declined to assent to the statement 
suggested by the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 

The Resolution of the Hon. Mr. Dewdney was put to the Council, where- 
upon the Council divided. 

Ayes 11, Noes 1. 
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The names, on request, being taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

The Hon. Messrs. Crease, The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos. 

Trutch, 

O’Reilly, 

Sanders, 

Walkem, 

Ball, 

Dewdney, 

Barnard, 

Robson, 

Carrall, 

Hamley. 


The Hon. Messrs. Holbrook, Wood, Alston, Drake, Bushby, and Helmcken 
not having voted, their votes were counted in the affirmative, so the vote stood 
Ayes 17, Noes 1. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 14th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, Sanders, 
Ball, O’Reilly, Pemberton, Wood, Alston, Dewdney, DeCosmos, Humphreys, 
Carrall, Helmcken, Robson, Barnard, Drake, Walkem, Ring. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Crease, Ordered that Strangers do withdraw, 
including the Press. 


On the Minutes being read and amended, 

The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved, the Hon. Mr. Ring seconding, 

That the Resolution of the Hon. Mr. Dewdney, respecting Mr. T. B. 
Humphreys, be not recorded on the Minutes. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, 

That if the Hon. Member for Lillooet will even now sign the statement 
proposed yesterday by the Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
and recorded on the Books, this Council will consent to the Resolution passed 
yesterday being expunged from its Journal. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 12, Noes 1. 
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The names having been taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos. 
Walkem, 
Ball, 
Dewdney, 
Crease, 
Drake, 
Wood, 
Robson, 
Helmcken, 
Alston, 
Pemberton, 
Bushby. 
So the the amendment was carried. 


On the Hon. Member for Lillooet being asked by the Presiding Member if 
he would consent to sign the Statement in question, 

The Hon. Member refused, stating that in his opinion the explanation offered 
by him yesterday was sufficient. 


On the question of the confirmation of the Minutes being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 13, Noes 3. 


The names, on request, being taken down as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Walkem, The Hon. Messrs. DeCosmos, 

Crease, Ring, 
Trutch, Humphreys. 
Pemberton, 
Bushby, 
Dewdney, 
Ball, 
Robson, 
Drake, 
Alston, 
Wood, 
Sanders, 
O’Reilly. 

So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Minutes were confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved the following Resolution, having risen to speak to a 
question of privilege: — 

That the Council go into Committee to prepare an abstract statement of the 
evidence adduced before this Council by certain of its Members, in Session 
with closed doors, on the 13th instant, upon which the Resolution of that date 
referring to the Hon. Member for Lillooet was based, and that the same be 
transmitted to His Excellency the Governor with such Resolution. 
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Whereupon a debate arose, during which the Council adjourned during 
pleasure, in order to hold a conference with His Excellency the Governor, on 
Road Tolls. 


On the Council resuming its sitting, 


And on the question being put that the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch be 
postponed till later in the day, the Council divided. 
Ayes 12, Noes 2. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 17. A. MUSGRAVE. 

In compliance with a Resolution of the Legislative Council, of the 21st Feb- 
ruary, the Governor herewith forwards the Return therein called for, furnishing 
information in respect to the Schools established in 1869, under the Common 
Schools Ordinance of that year. 


Government House, 
13th April, 1870. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Loan Bill was read second time. 


Ordered to be committed on Tuesday next. 


According to Order, the debate on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, on a question 


of privilege, was resumed. 

The Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved the following amendment, the Hon. Mr. 
Humphreys seconding:— 

That before proceeding to take evidence in the matter of the breach of 
privilege of the Hon. T. B. Humphreys, the Council instruct the Clerk to take 
down the names of all Members who are expected to give evidence, and that 
such Members retire and be called in singly and examined as to what they 
know respecting the words used by the Hon. T. B. Humphreys, on the 11th 
April, 1870. 

On the amendment being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 3, Noes 14. 
The names, on request, having been taken down as follows:— 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, The Hon. Messrs. Crease, 
Humphreys, Trutch, 
DeCosmos. Walkem, 
Sanders, 
Ball, 
Dewdney, 
Barnard, 
Carrall, 
Robson, 
Ring, 
Alston, 
Wood, 
Bushby, 
O’Reilly. 


9 Tbid., p. ix. 
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The Hon. Mr. Drake not having voted, was counted with the Ayes, so the 
vote stood Ayes 4, Noes 14, and the amendment was lost. 


On the question put “That I do now leave the Chair,” the Council divided. 
Ayes 15, Noes 2. 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and the Council went into Committee 
accordingly. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption 
of the Council:— 


That the annexed statement in writing respectively signed by the Hon. 
Members whose names appear thereto conveys in substance the evidence given 
before this Council, on the 13th instant, by said Members, and that the same 
be transmitted to His Excellency the Governor accompanied by the Resolution 
this day passed. 


Legislative Council Chamber, 


April 14th, 1870. 
In Committee. 


The following is the purport and substance of the evidence adduced in this 
Council on the 13th day of April, 1870, upon the discussion of the Resolution 
requesting His Excellency the Governor to cancel the appointment of Thomas B. 
Humphreys to a seat in this Council, such evidence, or the purport or substance 
thereof, having been given viva voce to the Council, in the presence of the said 
Thomas B. Humphreys, by the Hon. Messrs. Drake, Dewdney, Alston, Robson, 
Helmcken, Ball and Barnard:— 


That on the 11th day of April, 1870, the Hon. Member for Lillooet, did at a 
Public Meeting held in the Theatre, in Victoria, publicly make the following 
statement: — 


1. “That as to the Lands and Works Office, Duke Trutch, or Lord Trutch, had 
for the last 4 or 5 years had control of the Office without the slightest check upon 
him, and that about $500,000 had passed through his hands, of which no account 
could be obtained, and that when an enquiry into the conduct of the said Office, 
and the disposal of the said moneys, was asked for in the Legislative Council, it was 
burked or choked off by the Officials, with what object he would leave it to the 
public to say.” 

2. That the Hon. Member for Lillooet further said “that he felt degraded as a 
man by taking his seat in that infamous, rascally, rotten arrangement across the 
Bay,” meaning the Legislative Council; or words to the above effect were used. 

On honour the above is in substance the evidence I gave yesterday, and I 
believe the same to be correct. 

(Signed) E. GRAHAM ALSTON, 
JNO. ROBSON, 
EDGAR DEWDNEY, 
F. J. BARNARD. 
Substantially correct, 
M. W. TYRWHITT DRAKE. 


Upon the subject of the Legislative Council, the Hon. Member for Lillooet 
spoke to the following effect:— 

“They call it an honour to be a Member of that House; for my part I cannot 
see any honour in it. Whenever I go over I feel degraded and ashamed” at what he 
termed “the arrangement.” 

With regard to the Land Office, the language used conveyed to my mind a 
feeling that all was not right in the Land Office. For instance, that Mr. Trutch, or 
Duke Trutch, had charge of the Land Office, that a motion for enquiry had been 
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burked; that four or five hundred thousand dollars passed through that Office; that 
preventing enquiry into the Office would only lead to the support of the public 
opinion that all was not right there. 

Of course I do not pretend these to be the identical words used. 


(Signed) J. S. HELMCKEN. 
These remarks with reference to the Council and Land Office are substantially 
correct, as made by Mr. Humphreys at the Public Meeting. 
(Signed) H.M. BALL. 


On the question of the adoption of the Resolution and Statements being put, the 
Council divided. 
Ayes 14, Noes 2. 


The names, on request, having been taken down as follows:— 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, The Hon. Messrs. De Cosmos, 
Walkem, Humphreys. 
Sanders, 
Ball, 
Crease, 
Bushby, 
Wood, 
O'Reilly, 
Dewdney, 
Barnard, 
Robson, 
Carrall, 
Alston, 
Drake. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Ordered that all the votes and proceedings connected with the case be 
forwarded to the Governor. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Tuesday next. 


Tuesday, the 19th day of April, 1870 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Ball, Bushby, Walkem, 
Trutch, Sanders, O’Reilly, Wood, Robson, Alston, Drake, Carrall, Ring, 
DeCosmos, Helmcken, Dewdney. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 18. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to facilitate the issue of Crown 
Grants.” 


Government House, 
18th April, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 19. A. MUSGRAVE. 


With reference to a Resolution of the Honourable Board of Council, of the 
13th instant, respecting a Breach of Privilege alleged to have been committed at the 
Public Theatre, Victoria, on Monday the 11th instant, by Thomas Basil Humphreys, 
one of the Members of the Council, and which Resolution was forwarded for the 
Governor’s consideration, 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has by an Instrument, 
a copy of which is herewith forwarded, suspended the said Thomas Basil Humphreys 
from the exercise of the office of a Legislative Councillor, until Her Majesty’s 
pleasure be known in the premises. 


Government House, 
19th April, 1870. 


} rs. A. MUSGRAVE. 


To Thomas Basil Humphreys, and to all to whom these presents shall come, or 
whom they may concern: 

KNow YE that I, ANTHONY MusGRAvE, Governor in and over the Colony of 
British Columbia, do, by virtue of all the powers in me vested and me in that 
behalf enabling, hereby suspend you, the said Thomas Basil Humphreys, as and 
from the date of the receipt hereof by you, from the exercise of the duties and 
office of a Legislative Councillor for the Colony of British Columbia, which office 
was conferred upon you by a Commission under the hand of Frederick Seymour, 
Esquire, late Governor of the said Colony; and such suspension shall be of full 
force and effect until Her Majesty’s pleasure shall be known in the premises. 


GIVEN under my hand and seal, this Nineteenth day of April, at Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, A. D. One thousand eight hundred and seventy, and in 
the 33rd year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Land 
Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress made with the Bill, and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and that leave be granted to the Com- 
mittee to sit again to-morrow. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 20. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has had under consideration the Resolution of the Legislative 
Council, that the Petition of Peter Eddy be referred to His Excellency the Governor, 
with a recommendation that he will take the same into his consideration, and grant 
such relief as the nature of the case demands. 
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The Governor has made enquiry into the circumstances of the case referred to, 
and has ascertained that the complaint arises from matters at issue in a civil case 
tried before the Supreme Court of the Mainland of British Columbia, in which the 
Governor has no authority for interference. 


Government House, 
19th April, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 


Message No. 21. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor transmits to the Legislative Council, for their early consideration, 
the following Ordinances, upon subjects of importance to the public interest, viz:— 

1. An additional Duty Ordinance, 1870, to raise money for the Public service; 

2. Supreme Courts Merger Ordinance, 1870; 

3. Supreme Courts Fees Ordinance, 1870; 

4. Road Amendment Ordinance, 1870; 

5. Cemetery Ordinance, 1870. 


Government House, 
19th April, 1870. 


The Road Amendment Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


The Supreme Court Merger Bill was read first and second times. 
Ordered to be Committed to-morrow. 


The Supreme Court Fees Bill was read first and second times. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


The Cemetery Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


The Customs Amendment Bill was read first time. 

Ordered to be read second time at once. 

Read second time accordingly. 

Ordered to be committed at once. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly on the said Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Ball, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and its title to be the “Customs Amendment Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Loan 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third time reading of the Registration 
of Titles Bill, 
Ordered to be recommitted. 
The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
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On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 


man of the Committee, reported some additions made to the Bill, and that it 
was now complete. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the County 
Courts Bill. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and its title to be the “County Courts Amendment Ordinance, 1870.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Crown Costs Bill, 
and on the question being put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 5. Noes 6. 


So it passed in the negative and the Bill was thrown out. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 20th day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Walkem, Hamley, O’Reilly, Sanders, 
Bushby, Ball, Helmcken, Wood, Ring, Alston, Trutch, Robson, Drake, Carrall, 
Pemberton, Dewdney. 


The Minutes of previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, the Council went into Committee on 
the Land Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Sanders Chair- 

man of the Committee, reported progress made, and asked leave to sit again. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted and leave granted to sit again to- 
morrow. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 22. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to create a further Duty of Customs 
for the Public Service.” 


Government House, 
20th April, 1870. 
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A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 23. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to amend the Common School 
Ordinance, 1869.” 


Government House, 
20th April, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows:— 


Message No. 24. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance entitled the Game Ordinance, 
1870.” 

Government House, 

20th April, 1870. 


A further Message, read as follows: — 


Message No. 25. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has had pressed upon his notice cases in which there has been a 
failure of justice for want of some provision to prevent evil disposed persons from 
inciting Merchant Seamen to desert from their Ships. The Governor, therefore, 
submits an Ordinance, for the consideration of the Council, containing provisions 
for this purpose. 


Government House, 
20th April, 1870. 


The Merchant Ship Protection Bill was accordingly read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Road Amendment Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Supreme 
Courts Merger Bill, 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly. 
And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be the “Supreme 
Courts Merger Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Supreme 
Court Fees Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Alston, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time at once. 
Read third time accordingly. 
And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Supreme 
Court Fees Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Cemetery Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Loan Bill was read third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The British Columbia Loan 
Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Registration Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Land Registry Ordi- 
nance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved That the Petition 
of certain Boatmen be take into consideration. 

Ordered accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Drake then moved, the Hon. Mr. Ring seconding, and it was 
Resolved, 

That His Excellency be respectfully requested to take into consideration the 
position of persons letting out pleasure boats for hire, in order that a reduction 
of the present duty of $10 a year for each boat be made, and this Council 
respectfully suggests that a licence be granted for their business, in lieu of a 
special tax on each boat. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of the Hon. Mr. Drake to ask 
leave to bring in a Bill to incorporate the Law Society of British Columbia, 
On the motion of the Hon. mover, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of the Hon. Mr. Drake to ask 
leave to bring in the Legal Professions Amendment Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. mover, 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Bill 
of Sales Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported progress made with the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow, and the Report be adopted. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Alston, in reference to Ocean Mail Communication. 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. DeCosmos, in respect of the Repair of the Roads in Victoria District 
No. 2, 
The motion dropped. 


The Standing Orders having been suspended for the purpose, 
The Municipal Fines Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed forthwith. 
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The Council went into Committee accordingly. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee reported the Bill complete without amendment. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time at once. 

Bill read third time accordingly. 

And it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “The Municipal 
Fines Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Robson moved the following 
Resolution, the Hon. Mr. Alston seconding:— 

That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
recommending that the sum of $5000 set down in the Estimates for Immigra- 
tion, be appropriated towards establishing an Immigration and Intelligence 
Office in San Franscisco. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 4, Noes 5. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 21st day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, O’Reilly, 
Ball, Pemberton, Wood, Alston, Dewdney, Carrall, Helmcken, Robson, Ring, 
Drake, Walkem. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Ball, Chairman of the Select Committee appointed to enquire into 
the Petition of Alexander Watson, brought up a Report. 

Ordered to be read. Read as follows:— 

Your Committee beg to report that in the absence of the full correspond- 
ence between the late Governor, Mr. Seymour, and the Secretary of State, in 
relation to Mr. Watson, the Committee is unable to arrive at any satisfactory 
conclusion as to the nature of his claim (if any) against the Government of 
British Columbia, and your Committee beg to append the enclosed letter for- 
warded to them by command of the Governor, in reply to information asked 
for on the subject. 

Ordered to be considered to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Land 
Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Ship Protection Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Road 


Amendment Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 


man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete, with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 


and its title be the “Road Amendment Ordinance, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Bill of 


Sales Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 


man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and its title be “The Bill of Sales Ordinance, 1870.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the Council adjourned till 1 p.m. 


to-morrow. 


Friday, the 22nd day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Hamley, Bushby, O’Reilly, Ring, 
Alston, Helmcken, Trutch, Robson, Wood, Pemberton, Dewdney, Carrall. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Merchant 
Ship Desertion Bill. 
On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 
and its title be “The Merchant Ship Desertion Bill, 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Cemetery 


Bill. 

On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 

man of the Committee, reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, 


and its title be “The Cemetery Ordinance, 1870.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council took into consideration the Report 


of the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the Petition of Alexander 
Watson. 

The Hon. Mr. Dewdney moved, the Hon. Mr. Wood seconding, 

That this Council being unable to decide that Mr. Watson has any claim 
against this Colony, for compensation on the loss of his office consequent on 
the Union of the Colonies, desire to refer his case to the most favourable con- 
sideration of His Excellency the Governor. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 26. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the Supreme Court.” 


Government House, 
22nd April, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 27. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance respecting the enforcement of 
Municipal By-Laws.” 

Government House, 

22nd April, 1870. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Land Bill was read third time, and it was 


Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be the “Land Ordinance, 1870.” 


A further Message, read as follows:— 


Message No. 28. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor transmits herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Board of Council, an amendment to the latter part of Section XIV. of “An Ordi- 
nance to assimilate the Law relating to the Transfer of Real Estate, and to provide 
for the Registration of Titles to Land throughout the Colony of British Columbia,” 
which he is advised has a tendency opposed to the principle of the Bill. 

That the following words be struck out from Clause XIV., after line 9, namely 
after the word “erasure:” “and when two or more deeds or documents appear 
entered on any such records affecting the same lands the deeds shall, as between 
themselves, have priority according to the date of transcript, and not according to 
the date of the creation of the estates or interests.” 


Government House, 
22nd April, 1870. 


The Council went into Committee on the above amendment. 


On the Presiding Member resuming the Chair, the Hon. Mr. Bushby, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported the following Resolution for the adoption of 
the Council: — 
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That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully acquainted that this Coun- 
cil concurs in the amendment proposed by His Excellency to “The Land 
Registry Ordinance, 1870.” 

Ordered that the Report be adopted. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 11 o’clock 
to-morrow. 








Saturday, the 23rd day of April, 1870. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary in the Chair as Presiding Member. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Crease, Trutch, Hamley, Bushby, Alston, 
Wood, Carrall, Helmcken, Robson, Walkem, O’Reilly. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor read as follows:— 


Message No. 29. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to authorize a Loan of £75,000.” 


Government House, 
23rd April, 1870. 


A further Message from His Excellency, read as follows: — 
Message No. 30. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Ordinance to alter and amend the County 
Court Ordinance, 1867.” 


Government House, 
23rd April, 1870. 


The Hon. the Colonial Secretary then read the following Message from His Excel- 
lency the Governor, proroguing the Council:— 


Message No. 31. A. MUSGRAVE. 


Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council. 


After a late and somewhat prolonged Session you will probably be glad to be 
released from your Legislative labours, in order that you may resume those personal 
duties and occupations which are not less important to the progress and well-being 
of the Community. 

I thank you for the diligence with which you have considered the several 
measures and subjects which have been submitted to you. 

The proceedings which you have taken in respect of the great question of 
Confederation with the Dominion, will enable me to ascertain the views of the 
Government of Canada upon this important subject, and to present it in a definite 
shape for the decision of the Community. For this purpose, as I have already 
informed you, I propose to send a Delegation to Ottawa, who will be able fully 
to explain our views and wants, and learn how far the expectations of the people 
of this Colony can be fulfilled in any arrangement for Union. 
ies 
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To the Bills which you have forwarded to me, I shall give my assent. That to 
amend and consolidate the Laws affecting Crown Lands, the Crown Grants 
Ordinance, and the Land Registry Ordinance, I regard as very important measures, 
of which the value will speedily become apparent. 

The addition which you have made to the Revenue for the purpose of main- 
taining the Telegraph on the Mainland, shall be applied to the accomplishment of 
the desired object. 

To most of the communications which I have received from your Honourable 
Board I have already furnished separate replies; and upon those which have not 
been so answered I have reserved any expression of opinion, until the subjects can 
be more fully considered, with the view of giving effect to your recommendations. 

Your Resolution respecting the Island of San Juan shall be laid before Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

I will make enquiry as to the working of the system under which Fees are now 
paid in the Admiralty Court; but I fear that it will be too much to expect that Her 
Majesty’s Government will be ready to assume expenses which are now paid by 
Suitors in that Court. 

Attentive consideration shall be given to your suggestion for the establishment 
of a Local Court of Appeal. The great obstacle in respect of this, as well as other 
improvements, is the additional expenditure necessary for the purpose. 

The same difficulty exists with regard to many recommendations made in 
Committee of Supply, which have been forwarded to me. Willing as I should be to 
see them carried into effect, the present financial position of the Colony does not 
permit me to do what I should otherwise desire to accomplish. But if there should 
be improvement in the Revenue, with economy in the Expenditure under the Appro- 
priation Act, I hope to be able to liquidate the arrears due to the Common School 
Teachers in Vancouver Island for 1867 and 1868, in accordance with your Resolu- 
tion requesting me to do so. And other matters may be provided for in the financial 
arrangements for the ensuing year. 

I trust that when I shall have the pleasure of meeting the Council at the next 
Session, it may be under circumstances affording renewed hope and restored con- 
fidence in the future fortunes of British Columbia. 

I now prorogue your Honourable Council, and the same is hereby prorogued 
accordingly. 


Government House, 
23rd April, 1870. 
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FOR THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
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* JOSEPH WILLIAM TRUTCH,* CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND 
WORKS AND SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


a WYMOND OGILvy HAMLEY, COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK PEMBERTON, ESQUIRE, J. P. 
EDWARD GRAHAM ALSTON, ESQUIRE, J. P. 
HENRY NATHAN, ESQUIRE, VICTORIA CITY. 
THE HON. JOHN SEBASTIAN HELMCKEN, VICTORIA CITY. 
AMOR DECosMoOs, EsQurirE, VICTORIA DISTRICT. 
ARTHUR BUNSTER, ESQUIRE, NANAIMO. 
HuGH NELSON, ESQUIRE, NEW WESTMINSTER. 
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THOMAS BASIL HUMPHREYS, ESQUIRE, LILLOOET AND CLINTON. 
THE HON. ROBERT WILLIAM WEIR CARRALL, CARIBOO AND SODA CREEK. 
ROBERT JAMES SKINNER, ESQUIRE, KOOTENAY AND COLUMBIA RIVER. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 


COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 
13th October, 1870. 
HE Governor directs the publication, for general information, of the following 
Despatch from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
with its enclosures. 








By Command. 
PHILIP J. HANKIN. 
Copy. 
DOWNING STREET, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 22nd August, 1870. 


No. 11. 


Sir,—In your Despatch, No. 20, of the 23rd February, you recommended to 
my predecessor an alteration in the present Legislative Constitution of British 
Columbia, and requested to be furnished with the necessary authority for effecting 
it. As it appears both from that Despatch and from your previous correspondence, 
that the Colonists are desirous of being placed in formal possession of Representa- 
tive Institutions, and that the particular scheme advocated with clearness and 
cogency in your present Despatch is likely to be acceptable to them, Her Majesty’s 
Government have had no difficulty in adopting your recommendation. But as it 
appeared that this scheme could not be carried into effect without an Act of 
Parliament, they thought it best that Her Majesty should be advised, under authority 
of an Act, to establish at once a Representative Legislature with the power of 
altering its own Constitution, which is given by the 28 and 29 Victoria, Cap 63, 
rather than to remit the question, perhaps for protracted discussion, to the present 
somewhat anomalous Council. 

The pressure of parliamentary and other business has caused some delay in 
giving effect to this decision, but I have now the satisfaction of transmitting to you 
copies of “The British Columbia Government Act, 1870,” and of the Order in 
Council passed under that Act. The Original Order in Council is transmitted in my 
Despatch No. 12, of even date herewith. 

It is unnecessary for me to dwell in detail upon the different provisions of this 
Order, which are in truth sufficiently simple. You will perceive that the Legislative 
Council is to consist, according to your suggestion, of Fifteen Members, of whom 
nine are to be elective, six non-elective, and that, subject to any dissolution, the 
elected members are to hold their seats for four years. 

By the 9th Section very large powers are vested in you “until the meeting of 
the first Council.” Having entire confidence in your ability and judgment, I pur- 
posely refrain from giving you any definite instructions as to the exercise of those 
powers on matters of detail, upon which your own knowledge is so much more 
complete than my own. I do not doubt that you will take the steps best calculated 
to secure a thoroughly trustworthy representation, and one which will command 
the confidence of the country. 

You will observe that by the last Section of the Order in Council, the power 
conferred on “Representative Legislatures” by the Imperial Act 28 and 29 Victoria, 
Cap 63, are, to avoid the possibility of any doubt, expressly reserved to the newly 
constituted Legislature. 

I shall watch with great interest the working of the new Council, and the more 
so as it seems highly probable that one of the first questions submitted to them will 
be the important question of Union with the Dominion of Canada. Upon this 
subject the views of Her Majesty’s Government have been fully expressed in my 
predecessor’s Despatch of the 14th August, 1869. I have, &c., 


To Governor Musgrave, (Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


&C., KC, KC. 
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CHAP. 66. 


An Act to make further provision for the Government of 


British Columbia. 
[9th August, 1870.] 


ee VERE in pursuance of the powers vested in Her Majesty by 
Vict. c. 99. an Act passed in the Session holden in the twenty-first and 
twenty-second years of Her Majesty’s reign, intituled “An Act to pro- 
vide for “the Government of British Columbia,” Her Majesty did, by 
an Order in Council, bearing date the eleventh day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, constitute a Legislature con- 
sisting of the Governor and a Legislative Council in the said Colony 
of British Columbia: 
And whereas by the British Columbia Act of 1866, Vancouver 
Island was united to British Columbia and made subject to the said 
Legislature, and the number of the Legislative Council was increased 
so as to provide for the representation of Vancouver Island: 
And whereas it is expedient to alter the constitution of the said 
Legislature: 
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows: 


Short Title, 1. This Act may be cited as “The British Columbia Government 
Act, 1870.” 

py paleo 2. For the purposes of this Act, the term “Governor” shall mean 

°Govenor.” the officer for the time being administering the government of British 
Columbia. 

vows Be Eee 3. Her Majesty may, by an Order or Orders in Council, revoke 

ose Y the said recited Order in Council, and may from time to time make, 


count to and when made revoke or alter, Orders in Council for constituting a 
constitute 2 Legislature consisting of the Governor and a Legislative Council for 


Legislature. 
the said Colony, and may by any such Order make such provisions and 
regulations respecting the constitution, powers, and proceedings of the 
said Legislature or either branch thereof, the number, the appoint- 
ment, and election of the members of the Legislative Council, their 
tenure of office, and generally in respect to such Legislature or either 
branch thereof, as may seem to her expedient. 

Fuerte ster 4. Her Majesty may from time to time, by any such Order or 

deleaaic Orders in Council, empower the Governor of the said Colony, with 


certain powers or without any conditions or restrictions, by proclamations, to deter- 

eee of mine the qualification of electors and of elective members of the 

British _ Legislative Council, and to make provision for the division of the said 

ee Colony into convenient electoral districts; for the registration of 
persons qualified to vote, and the compilation and revision of lists of 
all such persons; for the appointment of returning officers; for the 
issuing, executing, and returning the necessary writs for the election 
of members to the said Legislative Council; for taking the poll thereat, 
and determining the validity of all disputed returns; and generally for 
securing the orderly, effective, and impartial conduct of such elections, 
and to revoke any proclamation previously made. 
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Draft of an Order in Council passed by the Queen in Council for 


constituting a Legislative Council for the Colony of British 
Columbia. 


At the Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, the 9th day of August, 1870. 


LORD PRESIDENT. 
LORD PRIivy SEAL. 
Mr. GLADSTONE. 


Legislative 
Council 
appointed. 
Governor’s 
power to make 
Laws. 


Constitution 
of Legislative 
Council. 
Non-Elective 
Members. 


Elective 
Members & 
Electoral 
Districts. 


Qualification 
of Electors 
and Elective 
Members. 


PRESENT: 
THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


MR. CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER. 
SIR WILLIAM HEATHCOTE, BaRT. 
Lorp JusTICE MELLISH. 


[Dated 9th August, 1870.] 


HEREAS by the “British Columbia Government Act, 1870.” 

Her Majesty was empowered by Order or Orders in Council to 
constitute a Legislature consisting of the Governor and a Legislative 
Council for the Colony of British Columbia, and to make such 
Provisions and Regulations in respect of such Legislature, or either 
branch thereof, as might seem to be expedient, and further to delegate 
certain Powers therein mentioned to the Governor of the said Colony: 


It is hereby Ordered by Her Majesty, by and with the Advice 
of Her Privy Council, and in pursuance and exercise of the Powers 
vested in Her Majesty by the said Act of Parliament, as follows, that 
is to say: 

I. In this Order in Council the term “Governor” shall mean the 
Officer for the time being lawfully Administering the Government of 
the Colony of British Columbia. 


II. The Order in Council of the Eleventh day of June, 1863, 
referred to in the said Act, shall be, and the same is hereby Revoked, 
except that the Legislative Council Constituted by the said Order 
shall, “unless first Dissolved by the Governor,” retain all the Powers 
thereby granted to it in like manner as if the said Order had not been 
Revoked until the Return of the First Writs of the future Legislative 
Council Constituted under this Order. 


Ill. There shall be in the said Colony a Legislative Council 
Constituted as hereinafter mentioned. 


IV. It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice and 
consent of the said Council, to make Laws for the Peace, Order, and 
good Government of the said Colony. 


V. The said Council shall consist of Fifteen Members, of whom 
Nine shall be Elective, and Six non-Elective. 

VI. The non-Elective Members shall consist of such Persons or 
Officers as shall from time to time be Named or Designated by the 
Governor by Instruments to be passed under the Public Seal of the 
said Colony: Provided that every such Appointment or Designation 
shall be provisional only until the same shall have been Confirmed by 
Warrant under Her Majesty’s Sign-Manual and Signet; and that such 
Appointment or Designation shall be during Her Majesty’s Pleasure 
only, and may be Revoked by like Warrant. 

VII. Subject to any Re-arrangement and Redistribution of the 
present Electoral Districts by the Governor under the Powers herein- 
after vested in him, the Elective Members shall be chosen by the 
Electors of the present Electoral Districts. 

VIII. Subject to any alteration of Franchise or Qualification by 
the Governor under the Powers hereinafter vested in him, every 
Male of the full Age of Twenty-one Years, being entitled within the 
said Colony to the Privileges of a Natural-born British Subject, and 
being able to read English, shall be qualified to Vote at any such 
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Election, and to be Elected a Member of such Legislative Council, 
unless he shall have been Convicted of any Treason, Felony, or other 
Infamous Offence, and shall not have received a Free or Conditional 
Pardon for such Offence, or have undergone the Sentence passed 
upon him for such Offence. 


IX. Until the First Meeting of the said Council, it shall be lawful 
for the Governor from time to time by Proclamation, to determine the 
Qualification of Electors, and of Elective Members, and to make pro- 
vision for Divisions of the said Colony into convenient Electoral Dis- 
tricts, for the Registration of Persons qualified to Vote, and the 
Compilation and Revision of Lists of all such Persons; for the Appoint- 
ment of Returning Officers, for the Issuing, Executing, and Returning 
the necessary Writs for the Election of Members to the said Council; 
for taking the Poll thereat and determining the validity of all Disputed 
Returns, and generally for securing the Orderly, Effective, and Impar- 
tial conduct of such Election. 


X. The Governor shall, by Proclamation as aforesaid, fix the 
time and place or places for holding the Meetings of the said Council. 
Provided that the said Council shall be convoked within Six Months 
after the Publication of this Order in the said Colony, and once at 
least in every subsequent Year. 


XI. The Governor may by Proclamation as aforesaid, Prorogue 
or Dissolve the said Council when he shall think fit; and, in the Absence 
of such Dissolution, the Elected Members of the said Council shall 
hold their seats for Four Years from the Day of the Returning of the 
First Writs for the Election of Members to the said Council, and no 
longer. 


XII. If any Member of the Council shall, without the permission 
of the Governor first obtained, fail during a whole Session to give his 
Attendance in the said Council, or shall take any Oath, or make any 
Declaration or Acknowledgment of Allegiance, Obedience, or Adher- 
ence to any Foreign State or Power; or shall do, concur in, or adopt 
any Act whereby he may become the Subject or Citizen of any such 
State or Power, or shall become a Bankrupt or an Insolvent Debtor, 
or a public Defaulter, or be attained of Treason, or be convicted of 
Felony or any Infamous Crime, or shall for the period of One Month 
remain Party to any contract with the Government, or, not being an 
Ex Officio Member of the Council, shall by Writing under his Hand, 
addressed to the Governor, Resign his Seat therein; or if any Elective 
Member shall accept any Office of Emolument from the Government, 
his Seat in the said Council shall thereupon become vacant. 


XIII. If any Non-Elective Member shall be incapable of acting or 
be absent from the Colony, the Governor may, by an Instrument to be 
passed under the Public Seal of the Colony, appoint a Substitute to act 
during such incapacity or absence. 


XIV. Whenever it shall be established to the satisfaction of the 
Governor that the Seat of any Elected Member of the Council has 
become Vacant, the Governor shall forthwith issue a Writ for the 
Election of a new Member to Serve in the Place so Vacated during the 
remainder of the term of the continuance of such Council; but if any 
question shall arise respecting the fact of such Vacancy, it shall be 
referred by the Governor to the said Council, and shall be heard and 
determined by them. 


XV. No Member of the Council shall vote or sit therein until he 
shall have taken and subscribed the following Oath before the Gover- 
nor or some Person authorized by him to Administer such Oath:— 

“J, A.B. do swear that I will be faithful and bear true 
“Allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, Her Heirs 
“and Successors, according to Law. 


“So help me God.” 
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aaton or But every Person authorized by Law to make a solemn Affirma- 
eclaration. 5 c ' a 
tion or Declaration, instead of taking an Oath, may make such 


Affirmation or Declaration in lieu of the said Oath. 
pee) to be XVI. The Council shall, on their first Meeting, before proceeding 
Vacant Office to the dispatch of any other Business, elect one of their Members to 
of Speaker, be Speaker, which Election being confirmed by the Governor, shall be 
0 be 4 : 3 é s 
filled up. valid and effectual during the continuance of the Council, or until the 
said Speaker shall Die or Resign his Office by writing under his Hand, 
addressed to the Governor, or shall Cease to be Member of the 
Council; and in case of Vacancy in the said Office, another Speaker 
shall be elected in manner and subject to such confirmation aforesaid. 


Acting Speaker P F 
to preside dur- XVII. The Speaker, or in his absence, some Member Elected by 


ot yee the Council, shall preside at the Meetings thereof. 


Quorum for XVIII. The Council shall not be competent to proceed to the 


Business: despatch of any business, except that of adjournment, unless Six Mem- 
bers be present. 
Ss XIX. All questions shall be determined by a Majority of Votes of 


Casting Vote. the Members present other than the Speaker or Presiding Member. 
When the Votes are equal, the Speaker or Presiding Member shall have 
a Casting Vote. 


Standing Rules XX. The Council shall at its first Meeting, and from time to 
and Orders. ; . , é 
time afterwards, as occasion may require, adopt Standing Rules and 
Orders for the orderly conduct of business, which Rules and Orders 
shall become valid and effectual when confirmed by the Governor. 


Revenue Bills. XXIJI. The Council shall not pass, nor shall the Governor assent to, 
any Bill appropriating any part of the Public Revenue for any purpose 
which shall not first have been recommended to the Council by the 
Governor during the Session in which such Bill was proposed, and no 
part of the said Revenue shall be issued, except in pursuance of Warrant 
under the hand of the Governor, directed to the Public Treasurer of the 


Colony. 
Peidation of XXII. The Governor may transmit by Message to the Council, 
eas the Draft of any Laws which it may appear to him desirable to intro- 


duce, and all such Drafts shall be taken into consideration by the 
Council in such convenient manner as shall be by the Rules and Orders 
provided for that purpose. 


Governor may XXIII. Whenever any Bill shall be presented to the Governor, for 
return Bills ; 
assed by the his assent thereto, he may return the same by Message, for the re- 
Lv ciate consideration of the Council, with such Amendments as he may think 
7 fitting. 
pole ey XXIV. No Law shall take effect until the Governor shall have 
her Ses cealg assented to the same on behalf of Her Majesty, and shall have Signed 


to. the same in token of such assent. 


Disallowance XXV. Her Majesty may, by Order in Council, or through one of 
Cher Mojccty. Her Principal Secretaries of State, Disallow any Law passed by the said 
Governor and Council at any time within Two Years after such Law 
shall have been received by the Secretary of State; and every Law so 
disallowed shall become Null and Void so soon as the Disallowance 
thereof shall be published in the Colony by authority of the Governor. 


cone XXVI. Nothing herein contained shall be taken to Limit the 
rae Powers conferred upon such Council by an Act passed in the Session 


end 29 holden in the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth Years of the Reign of 
Cap. 63” Her Majesty, intituled “An Act to remove Doubts as to the Validity of 
Colonial Laws.” 
And the Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley, One of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, is to give the necessary direc- 
tions herein accordingly. 
(Signed) ARTHUR HELPS. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 





PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency ANTHONY MUSGRAVE, ESQUIRE, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief in and over the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice- 
Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c., &c., &c. 


BY VIRTUE of the powers and authorities conferred upon me by the “British 
Columbia Act, 1870,” and by the Order of Her Majesty in Council, made in 
pursuance of the said Act, bearing date the 9th day of August, 1870, above set forth, 
I do hereby proclaim as follows:— 


1. The Colony of British Columbia shall be divided into the following Electoral 
Districts :— 
The City of Victoria, 
The District of Victoria, 
The District of Nanaimo, 
The District of New Westminster, 
The District of Yale. 
The District of Lillooet. 
The District of Kootenay, and 
The District of Cariboo. 
2. Two Members shall be returned for the City of Victoria, and one Member 
for each of the other Districts. 


3. The Boundaries of the District of Victoria City shall be the same as those 
fixed by the “Victoria Municipal Ordinance, 1867,” as amended by the “Victoria 
Municipal Amendment Ordinance, 1869.” 

4. Victoria District shall comprise all that portion of Vancouver Island and 
such Islands adjacent thereto, as were formerly Dependencies of the late Colony of 
Vancouver Island, lying to the Southward of a line drawn due East and West from 
the South-east corner of Cedar District, with the exception of that portion of 
Vancouver Island hereinbefore included in the District of Victoria City. 


5. The District of Nanaimo shall comprise all that portion of Vancouver Island 
and such Islands adjacent thereto as were formerly Dependencies of the late Colony 
of Vancouver Island, lying to the Northward of a line drawn due East and West 
from the South-east corner of Cedar District. 


6. The Boundaries of the District of New Westminster shall be the same as 
those specified in a Public Notice, issued from the Lands and Works Office on the 
15th day of December, 1869, by my desire, and purporting to be in accordance 
with the provisions of the XXXIX. Clause of “The Mineral Ordinance, 1869,” 
save that the New Westminster District and the Coast District therein respectively 
mentioned shall be amalgamated, and shall form together the Electoral District of 
New Westminster. 

And the Districts of Yale, Lillooet, Kootenay, and Cariboo, shall respectively 
be comprehended within the Boundaries specified in the said Public Notice of the 
15th day of December, 1869. 

7. The Qualification of Electors in the several Districts, shall be the same as 
that mentioned in the said Order in Council, provided, however, that no person shall 
be Qualified to Vote in any District unless he has resided in such District for Three 
Months previous to the day of Election. 
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8. The Sheriff shall be the Returning Officer for the City and District of Vic- 
toria, and the Stipendiary Magistrate in each of the other Districts respectively shall 
be the Returning Officer for each such District. 

9. The Writs of Election shall be issued by the Registrar of the Supreme Court 
at my instance, and shall be in the following form:— 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and of the Colonies and Dependencies thereof, in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, America, Australasia, Queen Defender of the Faith. 


To the Returning Officer of the Electoral District of 


WHEREAS for divers weighty causes Us thereunto moving, We have con- 
sidered it advisable to summon a new Legislative Council. We therefore 
command you, firmly enjoining that having first made Proclamation in the 
said Electoral District of immediately after the receipt of this 
Our Writ, and thereby notified (giving not less than Eight days’ notice 
thereof) a day and place for Electing a Member to serve for the said 


Electoral District of , you cause on the said day and place a 
Member of the Legislative Council, the most fit and discreet, to be freely 
and indifferently chosen to represent the said Electoral District of A 


in Our Legislative Council, by those present at the day of Election, to be 
fixed by such Proclamation as aforesaid, and the name of such Member so 
chosen you cause to be returned by your Certificate, and cause the said 
Person so chosen as aforesaid, to come to the said Legislative Council, so 
that the said Member may have full and sufficient power for himself and 
the Commonalty of the said Electoral District of , severally from 
them to do and consent to those things which then and there, by the favor 
of God, shall happen to be ordained by the Common Council of Our said 
Colony upon the said affairs, so that for default of such Powers, or through 
Improvident Election of such Member, the said affairs remain not undone 
in any way, and that you Certify forthwith unto us into Our Supreme Court 
at the City of Victoria, the said Election so made, distinctly and openly, under 
your Seal, together with this Our Writ. 


In testimony whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made 
Patent under the Great Seal of Our said Colony of British Columbia. 
Witness at Our Government House at Victoria, the day of 

in the Year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
and 
By Command. 
(AnBe 
Registrar of the Supreme Court. 


10. Each Returning Officer shall, on receiving the Writ of Election, forthwith 
endorse thereon the date of his so receiving it. Immediately after his so receiving 
such Writ he shall, by Proclamation under his hand, proceed to fix the place, day, 
and hour at which he will proceed to hold the Election. 


11. The Proclamation shall be in the following form:— 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
PROCLAMATION. 


Electoral District 
of 


To Wit: 


Public Notice is hereby given to the Electors of the District of 
that, in obedience to Her Majesty’s Writ to me directed, and bearing date the 


day of , in the Year of Our Lord One thousand eight 
hundred and , I require the presence of the said Electors at 
, on the day of , at o’clock in the 


noon, for the purpose of Electing a person [or persons, as the case 
may be] to represent them in the Legislative Council of this Colony; and 


365 





366 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 8TH SESSION 


that in case a Poll be demanded and allowed in the manner by law prescribed, 
such Poll will be opened on the day of , at [here 
mention the different places at which a Poll is to be opened and kept), of all 
which every person is hereby required to take notice and govern himself 
accordingly. 
Given under my hand at the day of 
One thousand eight hundred and 
Signature. A.B., 
Returning Officer. 


12. The Returning Officer shall cause the said Proclamation to be posted up on 
the outside of the outer door of the principal Court House in his District, and in 
such other public place or places where Notices are usually posted, as he may con- 
sider advisable, at least eight days before the day which by such Proclamation he has 
fixed for holding the said Election, which day so fixed shall be called the Nomination 
Day. 

13. Neither the day of Nomination nor the day of the posting of such Proc- 
lamation shall be included within the said eight days. 

14. Each Returning Officer shall, before the Nomination Day, make the follow- 
ing Declaration, and shall annex the same to his Return to the Writ of Election: — 
I, the undersigned Returning Officer for the Electoral District of 
do solemnly declare that I will act faithfully in the capacity of Returning 

Officer, without partiality, fear, favour, or affection. 


Signature. A. B., 
Returning Officer. 


15. Every Returning Officer shall, at the time and place aforesaid fixed by him 
for opening the Election proceed to the Hustings, and shall make the following 
Proclamation :— 

Oyez! Oyez! Oyez! 
All persons are commanded and strictly enjoined to keep silence while Her 
Majesty’s Writ for the present Election is publicly read, 

And shall then and there read, or cause to be read, publicly the Writ of Election, 
and shall then require the Electors there present to name the person or persons 
whom they wish to represent them in the said Legislative Council, in obedience to 
the said Writ of Election. 

16. If the Candidate, or their respective Agents, and the Electors then and 
there present, upon a show of hands, agree in the choice to be so made of the person 
or persons to represent the said Electors as aforesaid, and if, after such show of 
hands, a Poll be not demanded, the Returning Officer shall forthwith close the Elec- 
tion, and shall then and there openly proclaim the person or persons so chosen to 
be elected a Member or Members to represent in the Legislative Council the Elec- 
toral District for which such Election is had. 

17. If a Poll be demanded by any Elector present, or any Candidate, or by the 
Agent of any Candidate, the Returning Officer shall grant such Poll for taking and 
recording the Votes of the Electors. 

18. Any person authorized in writing may act as the Agent of a Candidate 
during the continuance of the Election. 

19. Any Candidate may be required by any other Candidate, or by any Elector, 
or by the Returning Officer, to make the following Declaration, before he shall be 
capable of being elected: — 

I, A. B., do declare that I am entitled within this Colony to the privileges 
of a natural born British Subject, and that I am able to read English. 

20. When at any Election as aforesaid a Poll has been demanded and granted, 
each Returning Officer shall publicly proclaim from the Hustings the day previously 
fixed in and by his first Proclamation, and the different places at which the Poll shall 
be taken within his District for recording the Votes of the Electors. 

21. The Poll shall be held, if demanded, if possible within eight days following 
the Nomination Day, within the hours of eight o’clock in the morning and four 
o’clock in the afternoon of such day, and if there are different Polling Places for the 
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same District all the Votes shall be taken at the various Polling Places on the same 
day, and between the same hours. 


22. Each Returning Officer is hereby authorized to appoint such Deputies as 
he may require for the purpose of taking the Votes at any such Election, but such 
Deputies must be appointed by Commission as follows:— 


To G. H. [insert his title and address] 


Know you that in my capacity of Returning Officer for the District of 

, I have appointed and do hereby appoint you to be Deputy 

Returning Officer [or one of the Deputy Returning Officers, as the fact is] 

for the District of , to take and record the Votes of the Electors 
at , in the said District. 


23. Each Deputy Returning Officer shall, before acting as such, subscribe the 
following Declaration: — 


I, the undersigned G.H., appointed Deputy Returning Officer for the 


District of do solemnly declare that I will act faithfully in my said 
capacity of Deputy Returning Officer, without partiality, fear, favour, or 
affection. 

Signed G.H. 


24. The Returning Officer shall, by a Warrant under his hand, addressed to each 
of the Deputy Returning Officers by him appointed as aforesaid, require such Deputy 
Returning Officer to open and hold the Poll at the place for which such Deputy has 
been so appointed, and to take and record at such Poll, in a Book which such Deputy 
shall keep, or cause to be kept for that purpose, the Votes of the Electors Voting at 
the said Poll, and to return to him the said Poll Book signed with his hand, and 
sealed with his seal, immediately after the close of the Poll. 


The Warrant shall be in the following form:— 
District of. 


To G. H., Deputy Returning Officer for the District of 
Whereas, by Her Majesty’s Writ to me directed and bearing date the 
day of 187 ,1Iam commanded to hold an Election of 
Member to represent the District of in the Legislative Council of 
this Colony; and whereas a Poll having been demanded was granted by me 
according to law. These are therefore to authorize and require you to open 
and hold the Poll of such Election at on the day of 
187 , at 8 o’clock in the forenoon, and there to keep the said 
Poll open until 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and to take and record at the said 
Polling Place, in a Book which you shall keep for that purpose, the Votes of 
the Electors Voting at the said Polling Place, and return to me the said Poll 
Book, signed with your hand and sealed with your seal, together with this 
Warrant, immediately after the close of the Poll. 
Given under my hand at this day of 
187 
Signature. A.B. 
Returning Officer. 


26. The Poll Book shall be in the following form:— 


Voters refusing 
to take the oath 
or read English. 


Name of person 


heir legal 
ape ace Voted for. 


addition. 


Their place of 
residence. 


Names of the 


Sworn or 
Voters. Re 


Objections. 
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27. Each Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the case may be, 
shall at the Polling Place kept by him, record, or cause to be recorded, in such 
Poll Book as aforesaid, and in the order in which they shall be given, the Votes of 
the Electors Voting at such Polling Place, by entering therein the name, surname, 
legal addition, and residence of each Elector so Voting, and when any Elector 
has taken the Oath required of him by this Proclamation, or shall have been required 
to read English, the Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the case may 
be, shall state in the Poll Book that such Oath was taken by the Elector, or such 
English read, by entering after the name of such Elector, in the proper column in 
the said Poll Book, the words “sworn,” or “read English,” and nothing more. 


28. In every case where the Vote of any person is objected to by any Candi- 
date, or his Agent, the Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the case 
may be, shall enter the objection in his Poll Book by writing after the name of 
the Voter, in the column for objections, the words “objected to” only, mentioning 
at the same time by which Candidate, or on behalf of what Candidate the objection 
has been made, by adding after the words “objected to” the name only of such 
Candidate. 


29. The Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the case may be, at 
any Election of a Member of the Legislative Council shall receive the Vote of any 
person who shall tender himself as a Voter, provided that such person shall, if 
required by any Candidate, or the Agent of any Candidate, or by the Deputy Return- 
ing Officer himself, take the following Oath or Affirmation, which such Deputy 
Returning Officer is hereby empowered to administer: — 


You swear (or solemnly affirm) that your name is 
that you are a subject of Her Majesty by birth (or naturalization), that you 
have resided within this District for three months, that you are of the full 
age of twenty-one years, that you have not before voted at this Election, 
either at this or any other Polling Place, and that you have not received 
anything, nor has anything been promised to you, either directly or indirectly, 
in order to induce you to vote at this Election. So help you God, 
and no other Oath or Affirmation shall be required of any person, and provided 
also that such persons shall satisfy such Returning Officer or Deputy Returning 
Officer, as the case may be, if required so to do by any of the persons aforesaid, 
that he is able to read English. 


30. Whenever any Returning Officer or any Deputy Returning Officer, as the 
case may be, has reason to know or believe that frauds and violence are being 
practised, in violation of the rights of Electors, by which undue Votes are tendered, 
or that any Voter is not Qualified or has already Voted at the said Election and 
offers to Vote again, such Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the case 
may be, shall Administer the Oath whether he be required so to do or not by any 
party, of which mention shall be made in the Poll Book. 


31. When any such Voter has been so required by the Returning Officer, or 
Deputy Returning Officer, or by any Candidate, or the Agent of any Candidate, 
to take such Oath, or make such Affirmation, or to read English as aforesaid, and 
refuses to take or make the Oath or is unable to read English, his refusal or 
inability shall be stated by the Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer, as the 
case may be, by entering after the name of such person claiming to Vote the word 
“Refused,” or the words “Unable to Read,” and in every such case the Vote shall 
not be Taken or Recorded in the Poll Book. 


32. Each Deputy Returning Officer shall deliver the Poll Books kept by him 
personally to the Returning Officer, and if unable to do so by sickness or otherwise, 
he shall deliver such Poll Book, under a sealed cover, to a person chosen by him, 
and shall mention on the outside of such cover the name of the person to whom it 
has been delivered to be so transmitted, and shall take a proper receipt therefor. 


33. If any Candidate, or his Agent, or any Elector, complains to the Returning 
Officer before the proclamation of the state of the Poll at its close, that the Vote of 
any person not duly qualified (whether the Oath hereinbefore provided has been 
tendered to him or not, and whether he shall have taken such Oath or not) has 
been Recorded in any of the Polling Places in his District, or that any Vote has been 
improperly received, or that the Vote of any person duly qualified who has claimed 
to Vote at any Polling Place within the District has been improperly refused, it 
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shall be the duty of such Returning Officer before declaring the state of the Poll 
to enquire into the complaints made and to hear any evidence that may be adduced 
upon Oath, (which Oath such Returning Officer is hereby authorized to administer) 
to decide thereon, and to do what may seem to him to be just and right under the 
circumstances, either by altering and rectifying the Poll Lists or otherwise, but an 
entry must be made of such alteration and rectification in the Poll Lists under the 
hand of the Returning Officer; and in case any other objection not hereinbefore 
specifically provided for, is made by any or either of the Candidates, or on his or 
their behalf, the Returning Officer shall immediately inquire into and determine 
the same, and the decision of the Returning Officer shall be final in all cases so 
as aforesaid referred to him. 


34. If no complaint be made (or if complaint be made immediately after the 
decision of the Returning Officer on the points submitted to him) each Returning 
Officer shall as soon as possible after the close of the Poll, ascertain the state of 
the General Poll at the Election, and as soon as he has ascertained the total number 
of Votes, he shall then and there openly proclaim at the principal Polling Place 
within the District where the nomination has taken place, has been duly Elected a 
Member or Members to represent such Electoral District the person or persons 
having the greatest number of Votes, and after such proclamation has been made 
no objection shall be allowed to be taken to the conduct of or proceedings at the 
Election in any manner whatever. 


35. The Returning Officer shall have power to adjourn such proclamation of 
the state of the Poll from day to day until he has received all the Poll Books from 
the Polling Places in the District, and until he has decided upon all matters of 
complaint as aforesaid that may be made to him. 


36. As soon as the state of the Poll is proclaimed (or if no Poll is demanded 
on the Nomination Day) at the close of the proceedings the Returning Officer shall 
make out a Certificate under his hand and seal naming the person or persons Elected 
as Member or Members as aforesaid, which Certificate shall be conclusive and 
shall be appended to the Writ of Election, and shall be returned with the Writ to the 
Office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court; but no person shall be named in such 
Certificate who has been publicly required in manner aforesaid to make a Declara- 
tion of his qualification prior to the proclamation of the state of the Poll, and has 
declined or refused so to do. 


37. The Certificate shall be as follows: — 


I do hereby certify that in obedience to the annexed Writ of Election to 
me directed, I have caused an Election to take place within the District of 
, and that the Electors of the said District have chosen 

to represent the said District in the Legislative Council. 


~~ 


Signature. 
{ sEAL} Returning Officer. 


38. The Returning Officer shall transmit to the Registrar of the Supreme Court 
the Originals of the Poll Books, the Writ of Election, and the Declaration made by 
him and by any Deputy Returning Officer that he may have appointed for the due 
performance of their respective duties, and the Certificate lastly hereinbefore 
mentioned, immediately after the declaration of the Poll. 


39. The Returning Officer and Deputy Returning Officer shall during the con- 
tinuance of the Elections be Conservators of the Peace and invested for the main- 
tenance of the Peace, for the arrest, detention, or admission to bail, trial, and 
conviction of any person or persons who break the Law, or trouble the Peace, with 
the same powers with which Justices of the Peace are invested in this Colony. 
And for the maintenance of the Peace and of Good Order at such Elections, each 
such Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer respectively may require the 
assistance of all Justices of the Peace, Constables, and other persons present at the 
Election, whether at the Hustings or at any Polling Place, to aid him in so doing, 
and may also swear in so many Special Constables as he deems necessary. 


And each such Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer respectively, may 
arrest or cause to be arrested by verbal order, and may place in the Custody of 
one or more Constables or other persons for such time as in his discretion he may 
deem expedient, any person disturbing the Peace and Good Order, or may cause 
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such person to be imprisoned for any such offence, under an order signed by him, 
until any period not later than the final closing of the Election or of the Poll 
respectively. 

IN WITNESS whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 
thirteenth day of October, in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight 
hundred and seventy. 

(Signed) A. MUSGRAVE. 
{szat} 


By Command. 
PHILIP J. HANKIN, 
Colonial Secretary. 





COLONIAL SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT, 
19th December, 1870. 


[THE GOVERNOR has been pleased to appoint the following gentlemen to be 
Members of the Legislative Council of British Columbia:— 

The Hon. Philip James Hankin, 
ss George Phillippo, 
a Joseph William Trutch, 
as Wymond Ogilvy Hamley, 

Augustus Frederick Pemberton, Esq., 

Edward Graham Alston, Esq. 


By Command. 


PHILIP J. HANKIN, 
Colonial Secretary. 


COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 
19th December, 1870. 


ee GOVERNOR has been pleased to direct the publication of the following 
for general information: — 


By Command. 
PHILIP J. HANKIN. 


RETURN under the Writs issued for the Elections of Members of the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia: — 


A Bges Henry Nathan, Esq., 
Victoria City ee ae Hon. John Sebastian Helmcken, 
Victorian) iStri cies __. Amor DeCosmos, Esq., 
Nanaimo_____.___..___._.______..._ Arthur Bunster, Esq., 
New Westminster_________________” Hugh Nelson, Esq., 
Hope, Yale, and Lytton__._.... Clement Francis Cornwall, Esq., 
Lillooet and Clinton_________.._._._._. Thomas Basil Humphreys, Esq., 
Cariboo and Soda Creek______.. The Hon. Robert William Weir Carrall, 


Kootenay and Columbia River_.. Robert James Skinner, Esq., 


(Signed) RICHARD WOODS, 
Registrar. 
Registrar's Office, 
19th December, 1870. 
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PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency ANTHONY MUSGRAVE, ESQUIRE, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief in and over the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, Vice- 
Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c., &c., &c. 


To the Honourable the Members of the Legislative Council of the said Colony, 
constituted under the Order of Her Majesty in Council, bearing date the ninth day 
of August, One thousand eight hundred and seventy; and all others whom it may 
concern: 


HEREAS by an Order, made by Her Majesty in Council, bearing date the ninth 
day of August, One thousand eight hundred and seventy, and made in pur- 
suance of the “British Columbia Government Act, 1870,” it was ordered (amongst 
other things) that the Order in Council of the eleventh day of June, One thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-eight, referred to in the said Act, should be, and the same 
was, thereby revoked, except that the Legislative Council constituted by the said 
Order should “unless first dissolved by the Governor” retain all the powers thereby 
granted to it, in like manner as if the said Order had not been revoked, until the 
return of the first Writs of the future Legislative Council constituted under the 
recited Order:—That there should be in this Colony a Legislative Council consti- 
tuted as therein mentioned; That it should be lawful for the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the said Council, to make Laws for the peace, order, and good 
government of the said Colony; And, that the Governor should, by Proclamation, 
fix the time and place or places for holding the Meetings of the said Council. 


And Whereas the Writs of the Legislative Council, referred to in the recited 
Order of the ninth day of August, One thousand eight hundred and seventy, have 
been duly issued, and are now returned into the Office of the Registrar of the 
Supreme Court, and the Order in Council of the eleventh day of June, One thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-eight, and the Legislative Council constituted thereunder 
have been and are now fully determined and ended: 


And whereas it has seemed to be desirable to summon and convoke an early 
meeting of the new Legislative Council: 


Now, therefore, by virtue of the power conferred upon me by the said recited 
Order in Council, and of all other powers and authorities in me in that vehalf 
vested, I do hereby summon and call together the Legislative Council of British 
Columbia, as constituted under the recited Order in Council of the ninth day of 
August, One thousand eight hundred and seventy, to meet at che Legislative Council 
Chamber, in the City of Victoria on the fifth day of January, in the year of Our 
Lord One thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, FOR THE DISPATCH OF 
BUSINESS, and to treat and conclude upon those things which in the said Legis- 
lative Council may be ordained. 


GIVEN under my hand and seal, at Victoria, the nineteenth day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and seventy, 
and in the thirty-fourth year of Her Majesty’s Reign. 


A. MUSGRAVE. [SEAL] 


By Command. 
Puitie J. HANKIN, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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JOURNALS 


OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 





SESSION 1871. 


A ed 


Thursday, the 5th day of January, 1871. 





On this day being the first meeting of the Council for the dispatch of 
business, pursuant to a Proclamation, hereunto annexed, of His Excellency 
Anthony Musgrave, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of 
British Columbia, Matthew Baillie Begbie, Esq., Chief Justice of British Co- 
lumbia, appointed by Dedimus Potestatem for administering the Oath to the 
Members of the Council, came this day, at the hour of one o’clock P. M., into 
the Council Chamber, and Charles Good, Esq., Clerk of the Legislative Coun- 
cil; and Richard Woods, Esq., Registrar of the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia, having delivered to the said Charles Good a Roll containing a list 
of the names of such Members as had been returned to serve in this Council, 
the said Matthew Baillie Begbie did administer the Oath to the Members who 
appeared, which being done, and the Members having subscribed to the Roll 
containing the Oath, took their seats at the Council, viz: — 

The Honourables P. J. Hankin, J. W. Trutch, G. Phillippo, W. O. Hamley, 
J. S. Helmcken, R. W. W. Carrall; and A. F. Pemberton, E. G. Alston, H. 
Nathan, H. Nelson, A. DeCosmos, and A. Bunster, Esquires. 

Whereupon Mr. DeCosmos, addressing himself to the Clerk (who standing 
up pointed to him and then sat down) proposed to the Council for their 
Speaker the Hon. John Sebastian Helmcken. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken having declined, and having proposed the Hon. 
Philip James Hankin as Speaker, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding, and the 
question, that the Hon. Philip James Hankin do take the Chair of this Council 
as Speaker, having been put by the Clerk, 

It was Resolved, nemine contradicente, and the Clerk having declared the 
Hon. Philip James Hankin duly elected, he was conducted to the Chair by 
the Hon. Messrs. Helmcken and Carrall, where standing on the upper step, 
he returned his humble acknowledgment to the Council for the great honor 
they had been pleased to confer upon him by choosing him to be their Speaker. 

After which the Council adjourned to the call of Mr. Speaker. 

The Council having resumed its sitting, His Excellency Anthony Musgrave, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony, entered the Council 
Chamber, attended by his Private Secretary. 
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-Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and His Excellency having occupied the same, 
Mr. Speaker was taken up and introduced as Speaker to the Governor, by the 
Hon. Messrs. Helmcken and Carrall. 


Mr. Speaker then addressed His Excellency, as follows:— 


MaAy IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: 


The Council have elected me as their Speaker, though I am but little able to 
fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me. 

If, in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into error, I 
pray that the fault may be imputed to me and not to the Council whose Servant 
I am, and who through me the better to enable them to discharge their duty to their 
Queen and Country, humbly claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, especi- 
ally that they may have freedom of speech in their debates, access to Your Excel- 
lency’s person at all seasonable times, and that their proceedings may receive from 
Your Excellency the most favourable interpretation. 


To which His Excellency replied as follows: — 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

I approve of the choice made by the Council in the election of their Speaker. 

I freely confide in the duty and attachment of the Council to Her Majesty’s 
person and Government, and have no doubt that your proceedings will be conducted 
with wisdom, temper, and prudence, and [ grant, and upon all occasions will recog- 
nize and allow, their constitutional privileges. 

The Council shall also have access to me upon all seasonable occasions, and 
their proceedings, as well as their words and actions, will constantly receive my 
most favourable consideration. 


His Excellency then made the following gracious Speech:— 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable Legislative Council:— 


It affords me great pleasure to be able.to meet you in person at the commence- 
ment of this most important Session of the Legislature of the Colony; and I do so 
with especial satisfaction at a time when your body has been so reconstituted as to 
confer the advantage of legal representation upon the Constituenices of the several 
Electoral! Districts. 

In my Address to the late Legislative Council at its last Session, I pledged 
myself to recommend to the Secretary of State such a modification of the then exist- 
ing Constitution as to allow the majority of the Members of the Legislative Body to 
be formally elected; and my suggestion has been approved and carried into effect. 
The Representative Members of your Body have been chosen with a full knowledge 
of the people of the community of the intention that to you shall be confided the 
final decision upon the great question of the expediency and conditions of the pro- 
posed Union of British Columbia with the Dominion of Canada. 

At the close of last Session, I acquainted the Council that I should send a 
Delegation to Ottawa, to lay before the Government of Canada the Resolutions 
which have been adopted by that Council on the subject of Confederation, to 
explain our views and wants, and to learn how far the wants and expectations of the 
people of this Colony could be fulfilled in any arrangement for Union. The 
result of that mission has already been communicated to the Public; but I shall now 
lay before you formally the Report of the Privy Council of Canada upon the subject, 
which has been transmitted to me by Lord Lisgar. The terms of Union embodied 
in that Minute, which the Government of Canada is prepared to support in the Par- 
liament of the Dominion, are, I believe, as liberal as this Colony can equitably 
expect. Indeed, in some respects the arrangements agreed upon are more advanta- 
geous to us that the scheme originally proposed. I submit them to you in full confi- 
dence that you will join with me in this conclusion; and I recommend to you at once 
to pass an Address to Her Majesty, in accordance with the provisions of the “British 
North America Act, 1867,” praying for admission into the Union, on those terms 
and conditions. I have reason for believing that the Community at large desire this 
course, and no minor issues or local interests, which may quite as well be considered 
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and protected hereafter, ought to be allowed to hinder the progress of the arrange- 
ments likely to be beneficial to the Colony in general. 

The agreement proposed contains the condition that the existing Tariff and 
Excise Duties shall be continued in force in British Columbia until the intended 
Railway from the Pacific Coast and the systems of Railways in Canada are con- 
nected, unless the Legislature of this Colony shall sooner decide to accept the Tariff 
and Excise Laws of Canada. This alternative will therefore form a separate 
question for your consideration, but it need not in any manner affect the adoption 
of the terms of agreement as they stand. 

It is also provided that the Constitution of the Executive authority, and of the 
Legislature of British Columbia shall, subject to the provisions of the “British North 
America Act, 1867,” continue as existing at the time of Union, until altered under 
the authority of the said Act; but it is also expressly stated, as understood, that the 
Government of Canada will readily consent to the introduction of Responsible 
Government when desired by the inhabitants of British Columbia. I am aware that 
a very general opinion prevails in favor of the adoption of this form of administra- 
tion for the Local Government on Confederation. To introduce it simultaneously 
would be practically impossible if, as I hope, we should seek admission to the Union 
at an early date. Time would not be afforded to enable such a further enlargement 
and modification of the Legislative Constitution as will be necessary for the purpose 
of establishing the requisite legal machinery for a change in the form of the Execu- 
tive Council, as well as of the Legislative Body as would be necessary, which cannot 
prudently be effected without some delay; and more details require to be settled than 
persons unacquainted with the working of the system would expect. But, if your 
Honourable House should be deliberately of opinion that this change is expedient, 
and that it will not be wiser to leave it for more leisurely consideration after Union, 
I shall, after the adoption of the proposed Terms of Union with Canada, be prepared 
to introduce for your consideration a Bill to enlarge the number of popular Repre- 
sentatives, excluding nominated Members from the Council, so as to enable a new 
Legislative Body and the form of administration known as Responsible Government 
to come into operation at the first Session of the Legislature subsequently to the 
Union. 

The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the ensuing year shall be 
promptly laid before you. In the preparation of these I have endeavoured to avoid 
any expenditure that can, without injury, be postponed. In the state of transition 
through which the Colony is now passing to a different system of administration, 
it is obviously desirable not to undertake services of novelty or magnitude, or to 
disturb existing arrangements. 

I have been acquainted by the Secretary of State, that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment no longer regard it is necessary that the Accounts of the Colony should be 
transmitted to England for Audit, and I have been required to report on the charac- 
ter of the precautions that may be taken to ensure that the local audit shall be 
conducted promptly, honestly, and without any influence on the part of the Execu- 
tive. 

It may not be desirable at present, having reference to impending political 
measures, to make any immediate change in the existing system of audit which I 
believe to be complete of its kind; but I recommend you to appoint a Committee to 
enquire into and report upon that system, with a view to its simplification, which I 
think may probably be effected after Confederation with Canada. 

Previously to my arrival in the Colony a List of Taxes and sums due on Real 
Estate was in course of preparation by the direction of my Predecessor, under the 
provisions of the Fifth Section of the “Tax Sales Repeal Ordinance, 1867.” 

On the publication of this list many complaints have been made of erroneous 
charges, and of the hardship arising in many instances from the arrears which 
should have been paid by previous owners, and which were presumed to have been 
liquidated, now falling as a charge upon the land in the possession of other proprie- 
tors. The whole subject is a complicated one, not yet cleared from a confusion 
which gave rise to the Tax Repeal Ordinance itself, under which this list has been 
prepared. I shall cause a Bill to be submitted to you for the purpose of giving me 
authority to appoint a Commission to enquire into objections to these claims for 
arrears of taxes, with power to the Governor, on the Report of the Commissioners, 
to remit the liability in cases where it should equitably be removed. 
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I have appointed a Commisison to examine into the state of the Laws of the 
Colony, and to prepare an Act to repeal obsolete and useless enactments, which I 
hope to be able to submit to you during the Session, with a view to the publication 
of a revised edition of the Laws of the Colony as they stand at the time of Union, 
which may be readily accessible to all classes of the Community. 

Beyond the subjects which I have mentioned, I do not now find it necessary to 
present any to your consideration. Our business during this Session is especially to 
deal with the great question of Union with Canada, which in a greater or less degree 
must affect every Department of Public Affairs. To this most important matter I am 
sure that you will give your ready and earnest attention. At no time in the history 
of this Colony has any Legislative Body, whether of the Mainland or Vancouver 
Island, been occupied with considerations of greater moment than those which now 
demand your solicitude, and which must so deeply affect the future progress of the 
Province. In every subject of public interest, but especially in one so weighty, I 
pray that the Almighty may guide your deliberations and bring them to a happy 
issue. 


His Excellency then left the Council Chamber. 


CANADA. 


NIAGRA, 
July 7th, 1870. 


Simr,—It gives me much pleasure to be able to announce to you the satisfactory 
termination of the negotiations between the Delegates whom you dispatched from 
British Columbia and the Ministers of the Dominion. 

2. The terms of agreement have been embodied in a Memorandum, of which I 
enclose a copy. I have been requested by my responsible advisers to add the assur- 
ance that such provision shall be made for the retiring pensions of Public Officers 
in British Columbia as you may approve of. 

3. The Hon. Mr. Trutch goes to England by the Mail Steamer of the 9th 
instant; the other two members of the Delegation return at once to British Columbia, 
and will, no doubt, give you full details and information on such points as may 
require it. 

4. I announced the result of the negotiations, and sent a copy of the memoran- 
dum, to Lord Granville, on the 5th instant. I have, &c., 


(Signed) JOHN YOUNG. 


To His Excellency Governor Musgrave, 
&c., &c., &e. 





COPY OF A REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF THE HONOURABLE 
THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 





The Committee of the Privy Council have had under consideration a Despatch, 
dated the 7th May, 1870, from the Governor of British Columbia, together with 
certain Resolutions submitted by the Government of that Colony to the Legislative 
Council thereof, both hereunto annexed, on the subject of the proposed Union of 
British Columbia with the Dominion of Canada; and after several interviews 
between them and the Honourable Messrs. Trutch, Helmcken, and Carrall, the 
Delegates from British Columbia, and full discussion with them of the various 
questions connected with that important subject, the Committee now respectfully 
submit for your Excellency’s approval the following Terms and Conditions, to form 
the basis of a Political Union between British Columbia and the Dominion of 
Canada:— 

1. Canada shall be liable for the Debts and Liabilities of British Columbia 
existing at the time of Union. 

2. British Columbia not having incurred debts equal to those of the other Prov- 
inces now constituting the Dominion, shall be entitled to receive, by half-yearly 
payments in advance from the General Government, Interest at the rate of five per 
cent. per annum on the difference between the actual amount of its indebtedness at 
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the date of the Union, and the indebtedness per head of the population of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick ($27.77), the population of British Columbia being 
taken at 60,000. 

3. The following sums shall be paid by Canada to British Columbia, for the 
support of its Government and Legislature, to wit, an Annual Subsidy of $35,000 
and an Annual Grant equal to 80 cents per head of the said population of 60,000, 
both half-yearly in advance, such Grant of 80 cents per head to be augmented in 
proportion to the increase of population, as may be shewn by each subsequent 
decennial census, until the population amounts to 400,000, at which rate such Grant 
shall thereafter remain, it being understood that the first census be taken in the 
year 1881. 

4. The Dominion will provide an efficient Mail Service, fortnightly, by steam 
communication between Victoria and San Francisco, and twice a week between 
Victoria and Olympia; the Vessels to be adapted for the conveyance of freight and 
passengers. 


5. Canada will assume and defray the charges for the following services: — 

A. Salary of the Lieutenant Governor; 

B. Salaries and allowances of the Judges of the Supreme Courts and the County 
or District Courts; 

C. The charges in respect to the Department of Customs; 

D. The Postal and Telegraphic Services; 

E. Protection and Encouragement of Fisheries; 

F. Provision for the Militia; 

G. Lighthouses, Buoys, and Beacons, Shipwrecked Crews, Quarantine and 
Marine Hospitals, including a Marine Hospital at Victoria; 

H. The Geological Survey; 

J. The Penitentiary; 

And such further charges as may be incident to and connected with the services 
which by the British North America Act of 1867 appertain to the General Govern- 
ment, and as are or may be allowed to the other Provinces. 


6. Suitable Pensions, such as shall be approved of by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, shall be provided by the Government of the Dominion for those of Her 
Majesty’s Servants in the Colony whose position and emoluments derived there- 
from would be affected by Political changes on the admission of British Columbia 
into the Dominion of Canada. 


7. It is agreed that the existing Custom Tariff and Excise Duties shall continue 
in force in British Columbia until the Railway from the Pacific Coast and the system 
of Railways in Canada are connected, unless the Legislature of British Columbia 
should sooner decide to accept the Tariff and Excise Laws of Canada. When 
Customs and Excise Duties are, at the time of the Union of British Columbia with 
Canada, leviable on any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize in British Columbia, or in 
the other Provinces of the Dominion, those Goods, Wares, and Merchandize may, 
from and after the Union, be imported into British Columbia from the Provinces 
now composing the Dominion, or from either of those Provinces into British Colum- 
bia, on proof of payment of the Customs or Excise Duties leviable thereon in the 
Province of Exportation, and on payment of such further amount (if any) of 
Customs or Excise Duties as are leviable thereon in the Province of Importation. 
This arrangement to have no force or effect after the assimilation of the Tariff and 
Excise Duties of British Columbia with those of the Dominion. 


8. British Columbia shall be entitled to be represented in the Senate by three 
Members, and by six Members in the House of Commons. The representation to 
be increased under the provisions of the British North America Act, 1867. 


9. The influence of the Dominion Government will be used to secure the con- 
tinued maintenance of the Naval Station at Esquimalt. 


10. The provisions of the British North America Act, 1867, shall (except those 
parts thereof which are in terms made, or by reasonable intendment may be held 
to be specially applicable to and only affect one and not the whole of the Provinces 
now comprising the Dominion, and except so far as the same may be varied by this 
minute) be applicable to British Columbia, in the same way and to the like extent 
as they apply to the other Provinces of the Dominion, and as if the Colony of British 
Columbia had been one of the Provinces originally united by the said Act. 
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11. The Government of the Dominion undertake to secure the commencement 
simultaneously, within two years from the date of the Union, of the construction of 
a Railway from the Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains, and from such point as 
may be selected, East of the Rocky Mountains, towards the Pacific, to connect the 
Seaboard of British Columbia with the Railway system of Canada; and further, to 
secure the completion of such Railway within ten years from the date of the Union. 


And the Government of British Columbia agree to convey to the Dominion 
Government, in trust, to be appropriated in such manner as the Dominion Govern- 
ment may deem advisable in furtherance of the construction of the said Railway, a 
similar extent of Public Lands along the line of Railway throughout its entire 
length in British Columbia, not to exceed however Twenty (20) Miles on each side 
of said line, as may be appropriated for the same purpose by the Dominion Govern- 
ment from the Public Lands in the North-west Territories and the Province of 
Manitoba. Provided that the quantity of land which may be held under Pre- 
emption right or by Crown Grant within the limits of the tract of land in British 
Columbia to be so conveyed to the Dominion Government, shall be made good to 
the Dominion from contiguous Public Lands; and provided further, that until the 
commencement, within Two Years as aforesaid from the date of the Union, of the 
construction of the said Railway, the Government of British Columbia shall not sell 
or alienate any further portions of the Public Lands of British Columbia in any 
other way than under right of Pre-emption, requiring actual residence of the Pre- 
emptor on the land claimed by him. In consideration of the land to be so conveyed 
in aid of the construction of the said Railway, the Dominion Government agree to 
pay to British Columbia, from the date of the Union, the sum of $100,000 per 
annum, in half-yearly payments in advance. 


12. The Dominion Government shall guarantee the interest for Ten Years from 
the date of completion of the works, at the rate of Five per centum per annum, on 
such sum, not exceeding £100,000 sterling, as may be required for the construction 
of a first class Graving Dock at Esquimalt. 


13. The charge of the Indians, and the trusteeship and management of the 
Lands Reserved for their use and benefit, shall be assumed by the Dominion Govern- 
ment, and a policy as liberal as that hitherto pursued by the British Columbia 
Government, shall be continued by the Dominion Government after the Union. 


To carry out such policy, tracts of land of such extent as it has hitherto been 
the practice of the British Columbia Government to appropriate for that purpose, 
shall from time to time be conveyed by the Local Government to the Dominion 
Government in trust for the use and benefit of the Indians on application of the 
Dominion Government; and in case of disagreement between the two Governments 
respecting the quantity of such tracts of Land to be so granted, the matter shall be 
referred for the decision of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


14. The Constitution of the Executive Authority and of the Legislature of 
British Columbia shall, subject the provisions of the British North America Act, 
1867, continue as existing at the time of the Union until altered under the Authority 
of the said Act, it being at the same time understood that the Government of the 
Dominion will readily consent to the introduction of Responsible Government when 
desired by the Inhabitants of British Columbia, and it being likewise understood 
that it is the intention of the Governor of British Columbia, under the authority of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to amend the existing Constitution of the 
Legislature by providing that a majority of its Members shall be elective. 


The Union shall take effect according to the foregoing terms and conditions on 
such day as Her Majesty by and with the advice of Her Most Honourable Privy 
Council may appoint (on addresses from the Legislature of the Colony of British 
Columbia, and of the Houses of Parliament of Canada, in the terms of the 146th 
Section of the British North America Act 1867, and British Columbia may in its 
address specify the Electoral Districts for which the first Election of Members to 
serve in the House of Commons shall take place. 


Certified, 
Wo. H. LEE, 
Clerk Privy Council, Canada. 


Bt 
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Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. Alston seconding, 
That the Governor’s Speech be printed for the use of Members. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding, 
That the Standing Orders of the previous Council be adopted for the present. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Mr. Hamley moved, Mr. Nathan seconding, 
That a Select Committee be appointed by Mr. Speaker, to draw up and 
submit a reply to His Excellency’s gracious Speech. 
Resolved accordingly. 
Mr. Speaker named the following Committee:—Hon. Mr. Hamley, Messrs. 
Alston, Nathan, Bunster, Nelson. 
Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday. 








Monday, the 9th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 

Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Ham- 
ley; Messrs. Nathan, DeCosmos, Nelson, Bunster, Alston, Pemberton. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair, 

To whom was presented Robert James Skinner, Esq., Member for Koote- 
nay, having been introduced by A. DeCosmos, Esq., 

The Chief Justice being in attendance, then administered the Oath of Alle- 
giance to Mr. Skinner, who having subscribed to the same, took his seat at the 
Council. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting were read and confirmed, the Minute of the 
Privy Council of Canada, sent down in His Excellency’s Speech, having been 
ordered to be entered on the Minutes as read. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 1. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith to the Legislative Council, the Estimates of 
the Revenue and Expenditure for the Year 1871.1 


Government House, 
Sth January, 1871. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall presented the Petition of the Miners of Cariboo.” 
Ordered to be received and read. Read aloud accordingly by the Clerk. 
Ordered to be printed for the use of Members and to lie on the table. 
Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of Settlers in Lake District. 
Ordered to be read. Read aloud accordingly by the Clerk. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
1 See Appendix. 


2 Attached as Sessional Paper, Journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, 
1871, pp. 51-52. 
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The Hon. Chief Commissioner gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Alston gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. DeCosmos gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Skinner gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Nelson gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Skinner gave a notice of motion. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved, the Hon. Chief Commissioner seconding, 
and it was Resolved, 
That a Message be sent to His Excellency the Governor, by one of the 
Members of the Executive Council in this Honourable House, requesting him 
to be pleased to confirm the Rules adopted by this Honourable House. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Collector of Customs, Chairman of 
the Select Committee appointed to draw up a reply to His Excellency’s gracious 
Speech, Brought up a Report. 

Ordered to be read. Read aloud by the Clerk as follows:— 


To His Excellency Anthony Musgrave, Esq., Governor of British Columbia. 


We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, Members of the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia, rejoice that Your Excellency is able in person to meet 
us at the commencement of this most important Session, and we have pleasure in 
acknowledging our sense of obligation to Your Excellency for the enlarged powers 
and Representative Institutions which have been procured for the Colony. 

2. We trust that the manner in which the new Constitution will operate will 
amply justify so great a proof of Your Excellency’s confidence in the self-governing 
capacity and steady loyalty of the Inhabitants of British Columbia. 

3. The Terms of Union embodied in the Minute of the Honourable Privy 
Council of Canada, and transmitted by the Governor General for the consideration 
and action of the Legislative Council of the Colony, shall receive that earnest and 
grave deliberation which the extreme importance of such a measure demands. 

4. We wish to assure Your Excellency that we shall approach the subject with 
a sincere conviction of the necessity of making the proposed Union the means of 
conferring mutual and lasting practical benefits upon the two Countries now seeking 
to be Confederated. 

5. The question submitted by Your Excellency, as to the desirability of the 
immediate introduction of Responsible Government into the Colony, is one the 
importance of which we fully estimate. 

6. We will carefully consider the Estimates for the year, which have been laid 
before the Council. 

7. The final audit of accounts within the Colony is of importance to the 
economical working of Government Offices in those portions of the Colony with 
which speedy communication upon matters of account cannot be had, and we 
appreciate Your Excellency’s exertions and recommendations in this behalf. 

8. The Bill for setting at rest disputes connected with arrears of Taxes upon 
Real Estate in Vancouver Island shall be carefully considered, with a view to 
equitable and final adjustment. 

9. The revision of the Laws affecting the Colony, and their publication in one 
uniform Statute Book and in a readily accessible form, is a matter of universal 
moment to the Inhabitants of the Colony, and to the proper understanding of the 
regulations to which all Settlers are required by the Country to conform. 

10. We are, like Your Excellency, impressed with the gravity of the juncture in 
public affairs upon which we are assembled, and we join Your Excellency in a 
fervent hope that we may, under the guidance of the Almighty, seek to arrive at a 
correct decision upon questions which will involve the progress and well-being of 
British Columbia for all time to come. 
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The Hon. Mr. Hamley moved that the Report be adopted, Mr. Nelson seconding. 

Mr. DeCosmos moved, in amendment, Mr. Nathan seconding, that the 
Report be referred to a Committee of the whole House. 

On the question being put it was Resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, Mr. Alston reported that the Report 
had been considered and amended as follows: — 

In Section 9, after “revision,” the words “‘and assimilation” be omitted, and 
after the word “affecting,” the words “the two portions” be omitted. 

On the question of the adoption of the Report as amended being put, it 
was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 

Ordered that the reply be presented to His Excellency by the Members 
of the Council. 


The Hon. the Chief Commissioner brought before the Council the subject of His 

Excellency’s Message No. 1, viz. the Estimates. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, Mr. Nathan seconding, 

That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty. 

On the question being put it was carried nem. con. 

Mr. DeCosmos moved that the Council do go into Committee of Supply 
on Friday next. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the Council go into 
Committee of Supply to-morrow. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Mr. DeCosmos moved the adjournment till 3 to-morrow. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall, in amendment, till 1 to-morrow. 


The amendment having been put and carried, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock to-morrow. 











Tuesday, the 10th day of January, 1871. 





The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, 
Carrall; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Alston. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of motion. 
A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 2. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the communication from the Speaker of the 
Honourable Legislative Council forwarding a copy of the Standing Rules which have 
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been adopted for the present guidance of the Council. The Governor confirms 
those Rules, and returns herewith the copy certified accordingly. 


Government House, 
10th January, 1871. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding, 
That His Excellency may be pleased to send down a Bill giving a guarantee, 
additional to that provided by the Dominion Government, of five per cent. on 
One hundred thousand pounds for a period of Twenty Years, dating from the 
expiration of that given by the Dominion Government, to a Company under- 
taking the construction of a Graving Dock at Esquimalt, according to Clause 
12 of the proposed Terms of Confederation. 
Mr. Nelson moved in amendment, Mr. Bunster seconding, 


That the discussion of the above subject be referred to a Committee of the 
whole Council on Monday next. 


Whereupon a debate arose, during which the Council adjourned to the call 
of the Speaker. 


On the Council resuming its Sitting, Mr. Speaker acquainted the Council that agree- 
ably to the Resolution of yesterday, he, in company with such Members as 
desired to attend, had waited on His Excellency with the reply to the opening 
Address, and His Excellency had been pleased to make thereto the following 
Rejoinder: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable Legislative Council. 


I thank you for your Address, and I receive with gratification the assurance it 
contains that the important matters which will be submitted for your consideration 
will obtain your careful attention. 


Debate on Mr. Nelson’s amendment resumed. 
And on the amendment being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 4, Noes 7. 
So the amendment was lost. 
On the original question being put the Council again divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 6. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


On the Order of the day being read for Committee of Supply, 
Mr. Skinner moved, Mr. Nelson seconding, 
That the Council go into Committee of Supply on Friday next. 


Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, in amendment, that the Council go into Com- 
mittee at once. 


On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and the Council 
went into Committee of Supply. 


Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 


On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the following 
Resolution for the adoption of the Council, and asked leave to sit again. 


Ordered that leave be granted. 
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On the question being put, Resolved, That the following Supply be 


granted :— 
CEO VOTTOT est ae Spe a ee eee OC 
Then, on motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock on 
Thursday. 


Thursday, the 12th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Hamley; 
Messrs. Nathan, DeCosmos, Nelson, Bunster, Alston, Skinner. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Skinner moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding— 
That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, ask- 
ing that a sum be placed on the Estimates for the Survey of a Trail from the 
Shuswap via the Eagle Pass to Wild Horse Creek. 
After some debate, question withdrawn by leave. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nelson moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding— 
That a respectful address be presented to his Excellency the Governor, 
praying for the construction of a Waggon Road from New Westminster to 
Yale, and that a sum of money be placed on the Estimates for the commence- 
ment of this most important work. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 4, Noes 6. 
So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos moved, Mr. Nathan seconding— 

That that portion of the Speech of His Excellency the Governor respecting 
Responsible Government, be taken into consideration in Committee of the 
whole. 

Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, Hon. Mr. Hamley seconding— 

That the Governor be respectfully requested to send down to this House, 
in accordance with the information contained in his inaugural Address, a Bill 
“to enlarge the number of popular Members, excluding nominated Members 
from this Council, so as to enable a new Legislative Body, and the form of 
administration known as Responsible Government, to come into operation 
at the first Session of the Legislature subsequently to the Union of this Colony 
with Canada.” 

Mr. Bunster moved in amendment, Mr. Nelson seconding— 

That this House after having given due consideration to that portion of the 
Speech of His Excellency the Governor respecting Responsible Government, 
is of opinion that Responsible Government is desired by the people of British 
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Columbia, and ought to be inaugurated simultaneously with Confederation; 
and that His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to send down 
a Bill providing for an increase in the number of Representatives in the 
Council and the exclusion of nominated Members, and to make such other 
provision as may be deemed advisable in order to secure the successful work- 
ing of Responsible Government and its inauguration simultaneously with the 
Union of the Colony with the Dominion of Canada. 

Upon which a debate arose, during which Mr. Nelson moved, that the same 
be adjourned. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 7. 


The names, on request, having been taken down as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Nelson, The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, 
DeCosmos, Hamley, 
Bunster, Helmcken, 
Skinner, Carrall, 
Nathan. Phillippo, 

Mr. Alston, 


Mr. Pemberton. 
So the motion to adjourn the debate was lost. 


Mr. Bunster’s amendment was then put, on which the Council divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 7. 
The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Nelson, The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, 
DeCosmos, Trutch, 
Bunster, Phillippo, 
Skinner, Carrall, 
Nathan. Hamley, 

Mr. Pemberton, 
Mr. Alston. 


So the amendment was lost. 


Mr. Helmcken’s amendment was then put, on which the Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 5. 
The names, on request, being taken down as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Trutch, Messrs. Nelson. 
Phillippo, DeCosmos, 
Helmcken, Bunster, 
Carrall, Skinner, 
Hamley, Nathan. 


Mr. Pemberton, 
Mr. Alston. 


384 12 JANUARY 1871 


On the question being put, the Hon. Messrs. Trutch, Phillippo, Messrs. 
Pemberton, and Alston retired, and the Council divided. 


Ayes 5, Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly, 


That the Governor be respectifully requested to send down to this House, 
in accordance with the information contained in his inaugural Address, a Bill 
“to enlarge the number of popular Members, excluding nominated Members 
from the Council, so as to enable a new Legislative Body, and the form of 
administration known as Responsible Government, to come into operation 
at the first Session of the Legislature subsequently to the Union of this Colony 
with Canada. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 








Friday, the 13th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, 
Carrall; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Alston, Pem- 
berton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed after having been 
amended. 


Clement Francis Comwall, Esq., having been introduced to the Council Chamber, 
was sworn in by His Honor Chief Justice Begbie, and took his seat at the 
Council. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion of Mr. DeCosmos, to consider the 
Petition of certain Settlers, 
On the motion of the mover, ordered to be deferred till Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman of the Committee, 
reported the following Resolutions for the adoption of the Council, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Resolved that the following sums be voted for the service of the Year 


1871:— 
Legislative Council pale center 2 le seal ee $ 900 
Colonial Secretary: cca a ee ee ee 9,224 
ECSU Y es aed ee ee 4,082 
Attomey. General (2s pee ee 4,377 


Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works ___._.._____- 6,998 
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Collectomoiy Customs ,ee re ee Bess $13,820 
Post: Oflice ees See ee eet i eda ds 3,200 
Supremes COUR ts. a. a ome eed Pon ed 500 
Attorneys Generales xem he Sie oe ee et 2,463 
Eu oht SHE 2 eo eee ee ee ee De eee eee 1,500 
PON CetAn ACTOS peer eee ee ee een es 16,568 95 
Gold Commissioner, .ootenay. =. 6,024 50 
Do. aT DOO ee ee ee 9 O00 
Do. EN cp er sae 3 28. aie ean AER aie 18 ho AR #18) 
Do. PU OOC leer: ere ee 4,608 00 
Do. INADALINO 92 ee ee eee 3,714 00 
PONnSiONS a 24 aa Aa ae ee eee Nd Rae 485 00 
REVENUE SCLVICCS 2 = ee et ee oe ee 1,000 00 
Administration: ol; Justices. ee ee 3,900 00 
Charitables Allowances w=. ee 47 eee eee, ee 10,500 00 
Buicatione She ee te eee eee a eee Pe 5.000% 00 
POLICE. and GaOls Peewee ee ee ny ee 12,000 00 
FRET pe iain ot O88 ot ei oe, dea Meg 8 264 00 
PACS OT eee ees re eee Ee 3,250 00 


Resolved, That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor, praying that the Salary of the Stipendiary Magistrate at Lillooet 
may be increased to $3,000 per annum. 

Resolved, That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor, for the purpose of placing in the Estimates an amount sufficient to 
pay the arrears of Salary that may be due the former Superintendent of 
Schools. 

Ordered that leave be granted to sit again. 

On the question of the adoption of the above Resolutions being put, it was 
carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday next. 


Monday, the 16th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmc- 
ken; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, Cornwall, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, 
Pemberton, Alston. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 
Mr. Bunster gave notice of 2 motions. 
13 
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On the Order of the day being read for a notice of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, respecting 
Confederation, 
On the motion of the Hon. Member, 
Ordered that the same be brought up first on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted presently. 


The Council went again into Committee of Supply. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
On the Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the following 
Resolutions for the adoption of the Council, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 
Resolved, that the following sums be voted for the Year 1871:— 
Conveyancero1 Malls. ee 0,40 
Works’ and Buildings). 2) 26 eet cee 7231090100 
Resolved, That the Council recommend that the Mail Service between New 
Westminster and Victoria be taken into consideration by the Executive, with 
the object of conveying, between these points, the Mails at regular and fixed 
periods, instead of irregularly as at present, at an increased Subsidy. 
That the Contract for carrying the Mails between Victoria and Comox be 
put up to public competition in view of getting a better service. 
That the Council recommend that the Steamer Sir James Douglas make 
semi-monthly trips between Victoria and Comox. 


That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
asking that in any future contract for carrying the Mails to Cariboo, provision 
be made for a weekly service during the winter season and a semi-weekly 
service during summer. 

That His Excellency the Governor, be respectfully requested to cause a sum 
of money to be placed upon the Estimates sufficient to ensure the carrying of 
Mails from Quesnelmouth to Omineca. 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that a sum of $1,000 be added to the Estimates to provide Mail 
Communication between Cache Creek and the Mission Valley on Okanagan 
Lake. 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
requesting an additional sum of $600 be placed on the Estimates for the 
conveyance of Mails from Victoria to Kootenay. 

That the Council recommend a sum of money, not exceeding $100, be 
granted for receiving the Mails at the Steamboat Landing, Salt Spring Island, 
and to carry the same through the Settlements on the Island. 
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That the Council recommend that Tenders be called for to convey the Mails 
between Victoria and Saanich, Victoria and Metchosin, and Victoria and 
Esquimalt. 


That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
respectfully requesting that he will cause the sum of $15,000 to be placed upon 
the Estimates for the purpose of constructing a Waggon Road across the Gis- 
come Portage, and improving the navigation of Crooked and Omineca Rivers; 
and that such further sum be placed upon the Estimates, as His Excellency 
may deem sufficient, for the purpose of exploring for the best route for a Trail 
from Quesnelmouth to Germansen Creek, and for making the same as soon 
as the exploration is completed. 


That this Council recommend that $3000 be granted to open a Trail from 
the Forks of Skeena to Tatla Landing, providing there are sufficient funds at 
the disposal of the Government. 


On the question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions being put, it 
was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock, 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 17th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 
Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helm- 
ken; Messrs. Alston, Pemberton, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the following 
Resolutions passed, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
Resolved, That the following Supplies be voted for the Year 1871:— 


Roads eS cets anc: DIL leSuaes =e eee $54,550 00 
Miscellancous Services: === ne ee 23,260 00 
j UTA CSU Cy aoe etree lean an linn Ws Si et Ba ee eae _... 103,440 00 
Drawbacks and etunds 9 ee ee) 100: 00 
cohS01 Ge Vga 2600 Ya Yemen re ease so pra EE rene 50,197 250 
Home Government Account —_.--________________ 3,274 30 
CFOVETIITION GY CSSCIS 1 ee re ae 12,800 00 
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Resolved, That a sum be placed on the Estimates in support of the Fire 
Department of New Westminster, not exceeding the amount allowed the 
Deluge Company, Victoria. 

That the sum of $500 be placed on the Estimates for the Williams Creek 
Fire Brigade. 

That the Representative Members of the Council be indemnified for their 
expenses in attending to their Legislative duties during the present Session. 

On the question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions being put, it 
was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Mr. Nathan moved the suspension of the Standing Orders to enable him to give a 
notice of motion. 
Ordered accordingly. 
Mr. Nathan gave notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Wednesday. 


Wednesday, the 18th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmc- 
ken; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, Cornwall, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pem- 
berton, Alston. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. DeCosmos presented three Petitions from Merchants and Farmers of Victoria 
District. 
Ordered to be read. Read aloud by the Clerk. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Trutch moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Helmcken seconding— 

That this Council do now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to 
prepare an Address to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, praying for the 
Confederation of British Columbia with the Dominion of Canada on the terms 
offered to this Colony by the Government of the Dominion, as specified in the 
Minute of the Honourable the Privy Council of Canada, transmitted in the 
Despatch from the Governor General of Canada on the 7th of July, 1870, 
addressed to the Governor, and laid before this Council by His Excellency 
with his opening Speech. 

On the question being put, it was carried nem. con. and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

The Council went into Committee accordingly. 
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Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported some progress 
made with the Address, and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for the next sitting of the Council. 


Mr. Nathan moved that the Standing Orders be suspended to enable him to give a 
notice of motion. 
Standing Orders suspended accordingly. 
Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Friday. 


Friday, the 20th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Ham- 
ley; Messrs. Nathan, DeCosmos, Nelson, Bunster, Alston, Skinner. 


Mr. Speaker read the following Dedimus Potestatem from the Governor empower- 
ing him to swear in T. B. Humphreys, Esq. 
To the Hon, Philip James Hankin, Speaker of the Legislative Council of British 
Columbia, and whom else it may concern: 
Greeting. 

KNow YE that ANTHONY MUSGRAVE, EsQUuIRE, Governor of the Colony of Brit- 
ish Columbia, reposing special trust and confidence in the fidelity, learning, and 
integrity of the said Philip James Hankin, and under and by virtue of all powers and 
authorities him, the said Anthony Musgrave, as such Governor in that behalf 
enabling, hath appointed, and by these presents doth give and grant unto the said 
Philip James Hankin full power and authority to administer the customary oath to 
Thomas Basil Humphreys. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Victoria, British Columbia, this Twentieth 
day of January, One thousand eight hundred and seventy-one. 


A. MUSGRAVE. 


Thomas Basil Humphreys, Esquire, entered the Council Chamber, to whom Mr. 
Speaker administered the customary Oath of Allegiance, and who then took 
his seat at the Council. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 3. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor forwards herewith to the Legislative Council a Bill entitled “An 
Act to appropriate the sum of Three hundred and forty-seven thousand five hundred 
and thirty-five dollars and one cent, out of the General Revenue of the Colony, for 
the contingent service of the year 1871.” 

Government House, 
18th January, 1871. 
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The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved, the Hon. Mr. Carrall seconding, that the Supply 
Bill be now read a first time. Ordered accordingly. 
Bill read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time at once. 
Read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Mr. Humphreys spoke to a question of privilege. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave notice of motion. 
Mr. Nathan gave notice of motion. 
Mr. Humphreys gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on an Address 
to the Queen on Confederation. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the following 
Address to the Queen to have been adopted by the Committee: — 


TO THE QUEEN’S Most EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


Most Gracious Sovereign: 


We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Members of the 
Legislative Council of British Columbia in Council assembled, humbly approach 
Your Majesty for the purpose of representing: — 

That, during the last Session of the late Legislative Council, the subject of the 
admission of the Colony of British Columbia into the Union or Dominion of Canada 
was taken into consideration, and a Resolution on the subject was agreed to, em- 
bodying the terms upon which it was proposed that this Colony should enter the 
Union; 

That, after the close of the Session, Delegates were sent by the Government of 
this Colony to Canada, to confer with the Government of the Dominion with 
respect to the admission of British Columbia into the Union upon the terms 
proposed; 

That, after considerable discussion by the Delegates with the Members of the 
Government of the Dominion of Canada, the Terms and Conditions hereinafter 
specified were adopted by a Committee of the Privy Council of Canada, and were 
by them reported to the Governor General for his approval; 

That, such Terms were communicated to the Government of this Colony by the 
Governor General of Canada, in a Despatch dated July 7th, 1870, and are as 
follows:— 

1. Canada shall be liable for the Debts and Liabilities of British Columbia 
existing at the time of the Union. 

2. British Columbia not having incurred debts equal to those of the other 
Provinces now constituting the Dominion shall be entitled to receive, by half-yearly 
payments in advance from the General Government, Interest at the rate of five per 
cent. per annum on the difference between the actual amount of its indebtedness at 
the date of the Union, and the indebtedness per head of the population of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick ($27.77), the population of British Columbia being 
taken at 60,000. 

3. The following sums shall be paid by Canada to British Columbia for the 
support of its Government and Legislature, to wit: and Annual subsidy of $35,000 
and an Annual Grant equal to 80 cents per head of the said population of 60,000 
both half-yearly in advance, such Grant of 80 cents per head to be augmented in 
proportion to the increase of population, as may be shewn by each subsequent 
decennial census, until the population amounts to 400,000, at which rate such Grant 
shall thereafter remain, it being understood that the first census be taken in the 
year 1881. 
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4. The Dominion will provide an efficient Mail Service, fortnightly, by steam 
communication between Victoria and San Francisco, and twice a week between 
Victoria and Olympia; the Vessels to be adapted for the conveyance of freight and 
passengers. 

5. Canada will assume and defray the charges for the following Services: — 

A. Salary of the Lieutenant Governor; 

B. Salaries and allowances of the Judges of the Superior Courts and the County 
or District Courts; 

C. The charges in respect to the Department of Customs; 

D. The Postal and Telegraphic Services; 

E. Protection and Encouragement of Fisheries; 

F. Provision for the Militia; 

G. Lighthouses, Buoys, and Beacons, Shipwrecked Crews, Quarantine and 
Marine Hospitals, including a Marine Hospital at Victoria; 

H. The Geological Survey; 

I. The Penitentiary; 

And such further charges as may be incident to and connected with the services 
which by the British North America Act of 1867, appertain to the General Govern- 
ment, and as are or may be allowed to the other Provinces; 

6. Suitable Pensions, such as shall be approved of by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, shall be provided by the Government of the Dominion for those of Her 
Majesty’s Servants in the Colony whose position and emoluments derived therefrom 
would be affected by Political changes on the admission of British Columbia into 
the Dominion of Canada. 

7. It is agreed that the existing Customs Tariff and Excise Duties shall continue 
in force in British Columbia until the Railway from the Pacific Coast and the system 
of Railways in Canada are connected, unless the Legislature of British Columbia 
should sooner decide to accept the Tariff and Excise Laws of Canada. When Cus- 
toms and Excise Duties are, at the time of the Union of British Columbia with 
Canada, leviable on any Goods Wares, or Merchandizes in British Columbia, or 
in the other Provinces of the Dominion, those Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes 
may, from and after the Union, be imported into British Columbia from the Prov- 
inces now composing the Dominion, or from either of those Provinces into British 
Columbia, on proof of payment of the Customs or Excise Duties leviable thereon 
in the Province of Exportation, and on payment of such further amount (if any) 
of Customs or Excise Duties as are leviable thereon in the Province of Importation. 
This arrangement to have no force or effect after the assimilation of the Tariff and 
Excise Duties of British Columbia with those of the Dominion. 

8. British Columbia shall be entitled to be represented in the Senate by Three 
Members, and by Six Members in the House of Commons. The representation to 
be increased under the provision of the “British North America Act, 1867.” 

9. The influence of the Dominion Government will be used to secure the 
continued maintenance of the Naval Station at Esquimalt. 

10. The provisions of the “British North America Act, 1867,” shall (except 
those parts thereof which are in terms made, or by reasonable intendment may be 
held to be specially applicable to and only affect one and not the whole of the Prov- 
inces now comprising the Dominion, and except so far as the same may be varied 
by this Minute) be applicable to British Columbia, in the same way and to the like 
extent as they apply to the other Provinces of the Dominion, and as if the Colony of 
British Columbia had been one of the Provinces originally united by the said Act. 

11. The Government of the Dominion undertake to secure the commencement 
simultaneously, within two years from the date of the Union, of the construction of 
a Railway from the Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains, and from such point as 
may be selected, East of the Rocky Mountains, towards the Pacific, to connect the 
seaboard of British Columbia with the Railway system of Canada; and further, to 
secure the completion of such Railway within ten years from the date of the Union. 

And the Government of British Columbia agree to convey to the Dominion 
Government, in trust, to be appropriated in such manner as the Dominion Govern- 
ment may deem advisable in furtherance of the construction of the said Railway, a 
similar extent of Public Lands along the line of Railway throughout its entire length 
in British Columbia, not to exceed, however Twenty (20) Miles on each side of 
said line, as may be appropriated for the same purpose by the Dominion Govern- 
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ment from the Public Lands in the North-West Territories and the Province of Mani- 
toba. Provided that the quantity of land which may be held under Pre-emption right 
or by Crown Grant within the limits of the tract of land in British Columbia to be so 
conveyed to the Dominion Government shall be made good to the Dominion from 
contiguous Public Lands; and provided further, that until the commencement, within 
two years as aforesaid from the date of the Union, of the construction of the said 
Railway, the Government of British Columbia shall not sell or alienate any further 
portions of the Public Lands of British Columbia in any other way than under right 
of Pre-emption, requiring actual residence of the Pre-emptor on the land claimed by 
him. In consideration of the land to be so conveyed in aid of the construction of 
the said Railway, the Dominion Government agree to pay to British Columbia, from 
the date of the Union, the sum of $100,000 per annum, in half-yearly payments in 
advance. 

12. The Dominion Government shall guarantee the Interest for Ten Years from 
the date of the completion of the works, at the rate of Five per centum per annum, 
on such sum, not exceeding £100,000 sterling, as may be required for the construc- 
tion of a first class Graving Dock at Esquimalt. 

13. The charge of the Indians, and the trusteeship and management of the lands 
reserved for their use and benefit, shall be assumed by the Dominion Government, 
and a policy as liberal as that hitherto pursued by the British Columbia Government 
shall be continued by the Dominion Government after the Union. 

To carry out such policy, tracts of land of such extent as it has hitherto been the 
practice of the British Columbia Government to appropriate for that purpose, shall 
from time to time be conveyed by the Local Government to the Dominion Govern- 
ment in trust for the use and benefit of the Indians, on application of the Dominion 
Government; and in case of disagreement between the two Governments respecting 
the quantity of such tracts of land to be so granted the matter shall be referred for 
the decision of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

14. The Constitution of the Executive Authority and of the Legislature of 
British Columbia shall, subject to the provisions of the “British North America Act, 
1867,” continue as existing at the time of the Union until altered under the authority 
of the said Act, it being at the same time understood that the Government of the 
Dominion will readily consent to the introduction of Responsible Government when 
desired by the inhabitants of British Columbia, and it being likewise understood 
that it is the intention of the Governor of British Columbia, under the authority of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to amend the existing Constitution of the 
Legislature by providing that a majority of its Members shall be Elective. 

The Union shall take effect according to the foregoing terms and conditions on 
such day as Her Majesty, by and with the advice of Her Most Honourable Privy 
Council may appoint (on addresses from the Legislature of the Colony of British 
Columbia, and of the Houses of Parliament of Canada, in the terms of the 146th 
Section of the “British North America Act, 1867,”) and British Columbia may in its 
address specify the Electoral Districts for which the first Election of Members to 
serve in House of Commons shall take place. 

That such Terms have proved generally acceptable to the people of this Colony; 

That this Council is therefore willing to enter into Union with the Dominion of 
Canada upon such Terms, and humbly submit that under the circumstances it is 
expedient that the admission of this Colony into such Union, as aforesaid, should 
be effected at as early a date as may be found practicable under the provisions of 
the 146th Section of the “British North America Act, 1867.” 

We, therefore, humbly pray that Your Majesty will be graciously pleased, by 
and with the advice of Your Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, under the 
provisions of the 146th Section of the “British North America Act, 1867,” to admit 
British Columbia into the Union or Dominion of Canada on the basis of the Terms 
and Conditions offered to this Colony by the Government of the Dominion of 
Canada, hereinbefore set forth; and, inasmuch as by the said Terms British Columbia 
is empowered in its Address to specify the Electoral Districts for which the first Elec- 
tion of Members to serve in the House of Commons shall take place, we humbly 
pray that such Electoral Districts may be declared under the Order in Council to 
be as follows: — 

That “New Westminster District” and the “Coast District,” as defined in a 
Public Notice issued from the Lands and Works Office on the 15th day of December, 
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1869, by the desire of the Governor, and purporting to be in accordance with the 
provisions of the 39th Clause of the “Mineral Ordinance, 1869,” shall constitute 
one District, to be designated “New Westminster District,” and return One Member; 

That “Cariboo District” and “Lillooet District,” as specified in the said public 
notice, shall constitute one District, to be designated “Cariboo District,” and return 
One Member; 

That “Yale District” and “Kootenay District,” as specified in the said public 
notice, shall constitute one District, to be designated “Yale District,’ and return 
One Member; 

That those portions of Vancouver Island known as “Victoria District,” “Esqui- 
malt District,” and “Metchosin District,” as defined in the Official Maps of those 
Districts in the Land Office, Victoria, and which Maps are designated respectively 
“Victoria District Official Map, 1858,” “Esquimalt District Official Map, 1858,” and 
Metchosin District Official Map A. D. 1858,” shall constitute one District, to be 
designated “Victoria District,” and return Two Members. 

And, that all the remainder of Vancouver Island, and all such Islands adjacent 
thereto, as were formerly Dependencies of the late Colony of Vancouver Island, 
shall constitute one District, to be designated “Vancouver Island District,’ and 
return One Member. 


On the question of the adoption of the above address being put it was carried 
unanimously and Resolved accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch moved, the Hon. Mr. Nathan seconding, that the 
following Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor: — 


May it please Your Excellency: 


We, the Members of the Legislature, in Council assembled, having agreed to an 
Address to Her Most Gracious Majesty, praying that Her Majesty will be most 
graciously pleased, by and with the advice of Her Most Honourable Privy Council, 
to admit British Columbia, under the provisions of the 146th Section of the “British 
North America Act,” into the Dominion of Canada, on the basis of the terms and 
conditions offered to this Colony by the Government of the Dominion of Canada, as 
in such Address set forth, do hereby pray that Your Excellency may be pleased to 
transmit such Address to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
to be laid at the foot of the throne. 


On the question being put, it was carried nem. con. and Resolved accord- 
ingly. 

On the motion of Mr. Humphreys, Ordered that the Address be printed 
for public circulation. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of Mr. 
DeCosmos, 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked leave to bring in the 
Lane and Kurtz Mining Company’s Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. Member handed in the said Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved, Mr DeCosmos seconding— 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to cause the 
sum of $2,000 to be appropriated for the purpose of building a Bridge over 

the Nanaimo River. 
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On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved Mr. DeCosmos seconding— 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to put in the 
Supplementary Estimates $750 to build a Bridge at a suitable place across 
Courtney River, in Comox, so as to enable the Settlers on the south side of 
the River to have a ready access to the Steamboat Landing. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday. 


Monday, the 23rd day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Ham- 
ley; Messrs. Nathan, DeCosmos, Nelson, Bunster, Alston, Skinner, Cornwall, 
Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. Nathan presented the Petition of the Mayor and Council of Victoria. 
Ordered to be received an read. Read aloud accordingly. 
Ordered to be printed and lie on the table. 


Mr. Humphreys gave notice of 2 motions. 
Mr. DeCosmos gave notice of 3 motions. 
Mr. Bunster gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding— 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to place on the 
Estimates a sum sufficient to secure a semi-weekly Mail Service between this 
and Ports on the Sound. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved— 

That an Address be forwarded to the Government of Canada, representing 
the insufficiency of the Ten Years’ Dock guarantee, and soliciting an increase 
of the term of years sufficient to ensure the immediate construction of the 
Dock. 
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The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved, in amendment, Mr. DeCosmos seconding— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
respectfully representing that doubts exist as to the sufficiency of the guarantee 
provided in Section 12 in the Terms of Confederation offered by the Dominion 
of Canada, and accepted by this Council, to ensure the construction of a 
Graving Dock at Esquimalt, and that this Council therefore solicit His Excel- 
lency the Governor to move the Government of the Dominion to extend the 
guarantee for such further period, or afford such further inducements to 
capitalists, as will secure the speedy completion of a work of such vital 
importance to the general interests not only of British Columbia but of the 
Dominion. 

The amendment having taken the place of the original question, and having 
been put, it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. Cornwall second- 
ing— 

That all Flour made from Wheat raised in the Colony be exempted from 
Road Tolls. 

Mr. DeCosmos moved, in amendment, that the following words be added, 
Mr. Skinner seconding— 

“And that His Excellency the Governor be requested to send down a Bill 
to the Council amending the Law, so as to ensure the exemption of Flour so 
manufactured.” 

Amendment put and carried. 

On the question as amended being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 10, Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on Supply Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
On the Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill complete 
without amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Kurtz and Lane Mining Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved the suspension of Standing Orders to enable him to 
give a notice of motion. 
Question negatived. 
Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 
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Tuesday, the 24th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Alston, Pemberton, 
Cornwall, Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Nelson gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supply Bill was read the third time, and it was 
Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be “An Act to appropriate the sum 
of $347,535.01 out of the General Revenue of the Colony for the contingent 
service of the year 1871.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan asked leave to bring in a Bill to repeal 
the Customs Ordinance of 1870. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Hon. mover accordingly presented the said Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time. Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked leave to bring in a Bill 
to protect Thomson’s patent Road Steamers. 
Ordered that leave be granted and that the Bill be now read first time. 
On the question of the second reading of the said Bill being put, the Hon. 
mover asked leave to withdraw the same. 
Ordered that leave be granted. Bill withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. Cornwall seconding,— 
That the Canadian Tariff be adopted simultaneously with Confederation. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, Mr. DeCosmos seconding,— 
That this Council earnestly solicits His Excellency the Governor to move the 
Government of the Dominion to consent to the alteration of the existing British 
Columbia Tariff by the Legislature of the Colony during the present Session, 
to the following effect: — 

The Duty on Spirits to be reduced to the rate imposed by the existing 
Canadian Tariff, viz., Eighty cents per gallon. 

The Duty on Flour to be reduced to Seventy-five cents per barrel, and the 
Duty on Wheat to Ten cents per bushel. 

This Council being convinced that such changes would result in mutual 
benefit to the whole Dominion and to British Columbia. 

And that His Excellency be pleased to communicate this Resolution to the 
Governor General of Canada by Telegraph. 
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On the question being put as to the substitution of the amendment for the 
original question, 


The Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 2. 
The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, The Hon. Mr. Carrall, 
Messrs. Nathan, Mr. Cornwall. 
Humphreys, 
Nelson, 
DeCosmos, 
Bunster, 
Skinner, 
Alston. 


Messrs. Phillippo, Trutch and Pemberton not having voted, were counted in 
the affirmative, so the vote stood,— 
Ayes 11, Noes 2. 
And it was carried in the affirmative. 
On the original question being put the Council again divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 1. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the 
Member for Lillooet, motion withdrawn by leave. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. Skinner seconding,— 
That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying that 
a sum of money be granted for the purpose of making a trail from Lytton to 
Lillooet. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Kurtz and 
Lane Company Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported some progress 
made with the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 
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Wednesday, the 25th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmcken; 
Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pemberton, Alston, 
Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. Humphreys spoke to a question of privilege as to reports of his speech in the 
British Colonist. 
Mr. Bunster spoke to a question of privilege as to reports of his speech in 
the British Colonist. 


Mr. Humphreys gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Alston gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Bunster gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Nelson gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Humphreys gave a notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion standing in the name of Mr. 
DeCosmos, respecting a road in the Victoria District. 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos moved, Mr. Bunster seconding,— 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to lay before 
this Council a Return setting forth the amount of Road Tax levied, collected, 
and expended in each Road District in Vancouver Island in 1870. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day,— 

Mr. DeCosmos asked the Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, Whether it is the intention of the Government to send Road Parties 
through the Districts on Vancouver Island this year, as in former years; and 
whether it is not possible to repair and improve Roads by Contract with equal 
advantage to the Public. The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Carrall asked leave to bring in Loan 
and Investment Amendment Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken asked leave to bring in 
Legal Professions Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on the 1st February. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nelson moved, Mr. Nathan seconding,— 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency, asking that a 

Return of the amount of Land Pre-empted, Sold, and Leased in the different 

Districts throughout the Colony for the year 1870, be laid before the Council. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Customs Amend- 
ment Bill, Ordered to be postponed till some future day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Kurtz 
and Lane Mining Company’s Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Bill be read third time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 26th day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken; Messrs. 
Alston, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Humphreys, Cornwall. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. Humphreys gave notice of 4 motions. 
Mr. Alston gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos moved, Mr. Skinner seconding,— 


That, inasmuch as a call has been issued by the Lands and Works Depart- 
ment for payment of all instalments due on Land Pre-empted under Vancouver 
Island Pre-emption Proclamations, 1861-2, requiring payment to be made by 
the 31st March next, and inasmuch as that time is inopportune for the Farmers 
to pay, and calculated in numerous instances to operate as an injury to the 
Settlers if payment be then enforced, a respectful address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor, praying that the time for payment be postponed till 
some convenient period after next harvest, and that further notice be given of 
such postponement. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding,— 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
asking that a Bill be sent down to this House imposing a poll tax of $50 per 
head per annum on all Chinamen engaged in any occupation in the Colony. 
Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the same. 
Withdrawn accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Alston asked leave to bring in Mechanics and 
Literary Institutes Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Attorney General about 
the practice of County Court Judges refusing to allow plaintiffs to serve a 
summons. 

The Hon. Mr. Phillippo replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Kurtz Lane Co. Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till Tuesday. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Tuesday next. 


Tuesday, the 31st day of January, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, 
Carrall; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pemberton, 
Humphreys, Alston. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 4. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Hon. the Legislative Council, 
requesting him to send down a Bill to enlarge the number of Representative Mem- 
bers, excluding nominated Members from the Council, so as to enable a new Legis- 
lative Body and the form of administration known as Responsible Government to 
come into operation at the first Session of the Legislature subsequent to the Union 
of this Colony with the Dominion of Canada. 

In compliance with this request the Governor submits for the consideration of 
the Council a Bill entitled “An Act to amend and alter the Constitution of this 
Colony.” 

Government House, 

31st January, 1871. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Constitu- 
tion Bill be now read a first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 
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A further Message, read as follows: — 


Message No. 5. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Honourable Legislative 
Council, respecting the propriety of postponing payment of the instalments due on 
Land pre-empted under Vancouver Island Pre-emption Proclamations, 1861-2, 
until some convenient period after next harvest. 

The Governor regrets that he does not consider himself at liberty to comply 
with the suggestion of the Council. These payments are due to the Vancouver 
Island Crown Fund, and it is important that the accounts of this fund should be 
settled before the proposed Union of this Colony with the Dominion of Canada. 


Government House, 
31st January, 1871. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. DeCosmos gave a notice of motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall spoke to a question of privilege as to certain statements in the 
British Colonist. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding,— 


That a sum be placed on the Supplementary Estimates, to compensate the 
Postmaster at Nanaimo for his services. 


On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nelson moved, Mr. Humphreys seconding,— 


That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that an amount be placed upon the Supplementary Estimates for the 
conveyance of Mails, twice a week, between Victoria and New Westminster, 
and that His Excellency be pleased to direct that negotiations be at once 
entered into, either with the parties at present performing the duties, or that 
the performance of the work be offered to public competition. 


On the question being put, it was carried nem con. and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works, Whether it is the intention of the Government 
to at once grant leases of land for grazing purposes to the farmers and stock- 
raisers in the valley of the Fraser, and, also, whether it is not expedient that the 
Government should send down a Bill to assimilate the grazing law of New 
South Wales with the pre-emption laws of British Columbia. 


The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary, Whether it is the intention of the Government to recommend or 
allow pensions or compensation to Subordinate Officers, and if so, whether 
such compensation or pension will be proportioned to their length of Service. 


The Hon. Mr. Hankin replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary, For particulars and information with reference to the alleged undue 
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punishment of the nine Sailors, of the Ship “Golden Age,” who are at present 
confined in the Gaol at New Westminster. 


The Hon. Mr. Hankin replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for Mr. Alston to ask leave to bring in Chemists’ 
and Druggists’ Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken 
seconding,— 

That the Petition of the Mayor and Council of Victoria be considered. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

Whereupon Mr. Nathan moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding,— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
respectfully requesting that he would be pleased to send down a Bill amending 
the “Fire Companies’ Aid Ordinance, 1869,” by levying an annual tax of 
$250 for the benefit of the Fire Department, on all Fire Insurance Companies 
doing business in Victoria. 

Mr. Alston moved that $300 be substituted for $250. 


Amendment put and carried. 
On the question as amended being put it was carried in the affirmative and 
Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works, Whether the Government is disposed to favour 
a money assistance to parties who will undertake and guarantee the completion 
of extensive ditch or canal cuttings for irrigating farm land; also, for informa- 
tion in regard of the claimants and ownership to the surveyed land in the 
township of Clinton, in the district of Lillooet. 
The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows— 


Message No. 6. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor has received the address of the Honourable Legislative Council, 
requesting that he will transmit to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, to be laid at the foot of the throne, the Address to Her Majesty 
praying that Her Majesty will be graciously pleased, by and with the consent of Her 
Most Honourable Privy Council, to admit British Columbia, under the provisions 
of the 146th Section of the British North America Act, into the Union or Dominion 
of Canada, on the basis of the terms and conditions offered to this Colony by the 
Government of the Dominion of Canada. 

The Governor will have much gratification in transmitting this Address for the 
gracious consideration of the Queen. He has already informed the Secretary of 
State of the decision of the Council by Telegraph, and he with pleasure takes this 
opportunity to congratulate the Council upon the harmonious and unanimous 
manner in which this important matter has been treated by them. 


Government House, 
January 31st, 1871. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 

That a Committee be appointed to consider the expediency of submitting a 
scheme to dyke and make available for agricultural purposes the delta of the 
Fraser. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Speaker appointed the following gentlemen:—Messrs. 
DeCosmos, Humphreys, Nelson, Alston, and Skinner. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Loan and Invest- 
ment Amendment Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Kurtz and Lane Mining Company’s Bill was 
read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be 
“The Kurtz and Lane Mining Company’s Act, 1871.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock on 
Thursday. 





Thursday, the 2nd day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Ham- 
ley; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, Bunster, Skinner, Humphreys. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 7. A. MUSGRAVE. 


Referring to the Message from the Honourable Legislative Council of the 
24th ultimo, with a Resolution requesting the Governor to move the Government 
of the Dominion to consent to the alteration of the British Columbian Tariff in 
certain particulars by the Legislature of the Colony, during the present Session, 
the Governor forwards for the information of the Council a copy of a telegram 
which he transmitted to Lord Lisgar upon this subject, and of the reply which he has 
this day received.? 

Government House, 

2nd February, 1871. 


Ordered that the enclosures be printed. 
Mr. Nathan presented the Petition of certain Solicitors. 


Ordered to be read. Read aloud by the Clerk. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Humphreys gave 3 notices of motion. 
Mr. Nelson gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Nathan gave 2 notices of motion. 


3 Ibid., p. 52. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Constitution Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported considerable 
progress made with the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted the first thing on the Order of the day for 
to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Legal Profes- 
sions Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Customs Repeal 
Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Carrall, relative to Road Steamer Bill, motion dropped. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Friday, the 3rd day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmcken; 
Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pemberton, Alston, 
Humphreys, Cornwall. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. Humphreys presented the Petition of the inhabitants of Lillooet. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Nathan presented the petition of the Mayor and Council of Victoria. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Cornwall gave notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Con- 
stitution Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported progress made 
with the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that leave be granted for Monday. 
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Mr. Humphreys moved that this Council adjourn. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 7, Noes 7. 
Mr. Speaker voted in the negative. Adjournment lost. 


-Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Mechanics Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed Tuesday next. 


On the Order of the day being read for the motion for considering the Governor’s 
Message Mo. 5, 
Ordered to be deferred till this day week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Hon. the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works, Whether it is the intention of the Government 
to let, by Contract, the Surveys of the Pre-emption and Grazing Claims pur- 
posed to be Surveyed during the present year, and if such letting by Contract 
would not be cheaper and more expedient than the present slow and 
expensive system. 

The Hon. Mr. Trutch replied. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of Mr. 
Humphreys, 
Ordered to be deferred till next week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved the second reading 
of the Legal Professions Bill. 
Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated, and the question being 
put, the Council divided. 
Ayes 6, Noes 6. 
Which being a tie vote, the Speaker cast his vote in the negative. 
So the question was negatived and the Bill thrown out. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved the suspension of the Standing Orders. 
Ordered accordingly. 
The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved the first reading of the Thomson’s Patent Road 
Steamers Bill. Ordered accordingly. 
Bill read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Monday. 


Monday, the 6th day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Ham- 
ley; Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, Bunster, Skinner, Humphreys, DeCosmos, 
Cornwall, Alston, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 8. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act to exempt the Lane and Kurtz Cariboo 
Mining Company from the payment of Duties and Road and Bridge Tolls on certain 
Machinery Imported, and yet to be Imported by them, for Mining purposes.” 

Government House, 

6th February, 1871. 


A further Message, read as follows: — 


Message No. 9. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act to appropriate the sum of Three hundred 
and forty-seven thousand five hundred and thirty-five Dollars and One Cent, out of 
the General Revenue of the Colony, for the Contingent Service of the year 1871.” 


Government House, 
6th February, 1871. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken presented the Petition of Philip Cadell. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken further presented the Petition of certain Inhabitants of 


Victoria against the Thomson Road Steamer Bill.* 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to be taken up in connection with the said Bill. 


Mr. Humphreys gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Constitu- 


tion Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 


On the Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time tomorrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nelson moved, Mr. Humphreys seconding,— 


That whereas the Tolls levied upon certain goods and commodities passing 
over the Trunk Road of the Mainland portion of British Columbia bear 
injuriously upon the industrial interests of the Interior; and whereas the public 
debt incurred by the construction of the said Trunk Road will be assumed by 
the Dominion Government upon the Union of this Colony with Canada; be it 
Resolved, That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor, recommending that on and after the Union of this Colony with Canada 
the Tolls now levied on certain goods and commodities passing over the said 
Trunk Road of the Mainland portion of British Columbia shall cease and 
determine. 

Ordered that leave be granted to withdraw the motion. 


Withdrawn accordingly. 


4 [bid., p. 53. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Cornwall moved, Mr. Nelson seconding,— 
That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, ask- 
ing for an appropriation of $250 for the Carriage of Mails between Lytton 
and Nicola Lake. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 





Tuesday, the 7th day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Trutch, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmc- 
ken; Messrs. Alston, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Pemberton. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. Humphreys gave a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave a notice of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Constitution Bill, 
Ordered to be re-committed. 
The Council went again into Committee. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill to have 
been slightly amended and to be now complete. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Bill read third time accordingly. 
Resolved, that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Constitution Act, 
hg A Be 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Loan and Invest- 
ment Amendment Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till Wednesday week. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the 

Mechanics’ Institute Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with certain amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time on 
Thursday. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos 
seconding,— 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying for an appropriation of the sum of $250 for the purpose of conveying 
the Mails from Clinton to Canoe Creek. 

On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Phillippo, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Thursday next. 


Thursday, the 9th day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. Cornwall, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pemberton, 
Humphreys, Alston. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 10. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor forwards herewith a Return of the amount of Land Pre-empted, 
Sold, and Leased in the different Districts throughout the Colony in 1870, as called 
for by the Resolution of the Honourable Legislative Council of the 25th January, 
1871.5 

Government House, 

7th February, 1871. 


Ordered that the Return be printed. 


Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of Messrs. Harper and Irving. 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


On the Order of the day being read for consideration of the Governor’s Message 
No. 5, 

Ordered to be postponed. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying for a Return of all moneys expended and collected on the Douglas- 
Alexandria and Yale-Clinton-Cariboo Waggon Roads from the beginning and 
completion of the said Waggon Roads, together with the amount of indebted- 
ness, and the interest per centum paid and to be paid on said indebtedness 
appertaining to said Waggon Roads. 

Question put and carried. 


5 [bid., p. 54. 
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The Council, pursuant to the Order of the day, having taken into consideration the 
adoption of the Canadian Tariff, 

Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. Cornwall seconding,— 

That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
respectfully requesting him to acquaint the Government of the Dominion of 
Canada, that it is the wish of this Council that the Canadian Tariff and Excise 
Laws should embrace British Columbia simultaneously with the admission of 
this Colony into the Dominion, or as soon thereafter as practicable. 

The Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding,— 

That whereas in reply to a Resolution passed by this Council and transmitted 
to the Government of Canada, a telegraph message was received from the 
Governor General of Canada, Lord Lisgar, stating that “after acceptance of 
the Terms of “Union by Canada, Parliament may in its discretion modify the 
British Columbia “Tariff on the request of British Columbia,” this Council 
Resolves that His Excellency the Governor will be pleased to communicate to 
Lord Lisgar the desire of this Council that the Government of Canada will be 
pleased to lay before the Parliament of Canada the proposition that the Tariff 
of British Columbia may be altered as follows:—That the duty on spirits be 
reduced to the Canadian standard, and that the duty upon wheat be reduced 
to ten cents per bushel, and that upon flour to 75 cents per barrel. That this 
Council ask this, feeling that it will prevent a great deal of harm to British 
Columbia, and thus do much good to the Dominion at large. 

That His Excellency will be pleased to instruct the Hon. Mr. Trutch to give 
the Government of Canada the reasons for the foregoing; and that the Hon. 
Mr. Trutch be empowered to take such steps for the purpose as, upon consulta- 
tion with the Government of Canada, he may deem necessary. 

The amendment having taken place of the original motion, and being put, 
the Council divided. 


Ayes 7, Noes 4. 


The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, The Hon. Mr. Carrall, 

Phillippo, Messrs. Nathan, 

Messrs. Nelson, Cornwall, 
Humphreys, Alston. 
DeCosmos, 
Skinner, 
Bunster. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. Nelson seconding,— 
That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying that 
a Return be furnished the Council showing the Exports from British Columbia 
for the years 1867, 1868, 1869, and 1870, specifying articles, quantities, and 
values, and Countries to which Exported; also a Return of Bonded Goods 
shipped to sea-going Ships, or supplied free of Duty to Her Majesty’s Navy, 
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specifying articles, quantities, and values; also a Return of all Goods in Bond 
on January 31st, 1871, specifying articles, quantities, and values. 
Question put and carried. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Customs Amendment Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be brought up for committal at some day to be named. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Thomson Road 
Steamer Bill, a debate arose, which having terminated, 
It was ordered that the Bill be brought up for second reading on Monday 
next. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Nelson, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock on Friday 
next. 


Friday, the 10th day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmcken; 
Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Alston, Humphreys. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows.— 


Message No. 11. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor forwards herewith to the Honourable Legislative Council the 
Supplementary Estimates for the year 1870. 

The amount of Expenditures under these Estimates requiring to be covered by 
vote is $45,969.07, which sum includes unpaid arrears of the previous year. 

There is no item in this expenditure to which the Governor deems it necessary 
to call the particular attention of the Council. 

Full details are given as to each item, and it will be found that the expenditure 
consists either of payments made on services for which the yearly vote was slightly 
under estimated, or for unestimated services (such as the expenses of the Delegates 
to Canada) which have already been in the knowledge and met with the approval 
of the Legislature. 

Government House, 

February 10th, 1871. 


Ordered that the Estimates be printed and considered in Committee of Sup- 
ply on Monday next. 


Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave a notice of motion. 


Mr. Humphreys spoke to a question of privilege in reference to reports of his 
speeches in the British Colonist. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos sec- 
onding,— 
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That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that compensation be made to all of the Postmasters in the Colony 
who now are receiving no recompense. 


Question put and carried. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Mechanics’ Bill was read third time, and it 
was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Literary Societies’ 
Act, 1871.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, Mr. Nathan 
seconding,— 


That whereas by the 11th Section of the proposed Terms of Union of this 
Colony with the Dominion of Canada it is provided that a Railway shall be 
constructed from the Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains, and from the 
Canadian system of Railways towards the seaboard of British Columbia; and 
whereas the locality upon the Pacific where such Railway shall have the 
starting point or principal station has been left an open question, and remains 
yet to be fixed upon after exhaustive surveys shall have been made; and 
whereas the Seat of Government of this Colony is at Victoria, the largest, most 
populous, and chief commercial City of British Columbia, contiguous to which 
is the Harbour of Esquimalt, the Station and Dock Yard of Her Majesty’s 
Naval Forces on the North Pacific; and whereas it would materially conduce 
to the business and success of the Railway and the welfare of the Dominion at 
large, and meet the requirements of Her Majesty’s Forces, the defence of the 
Country, and the demands of Commerce, were Esquimalt connected with the 
Railway. 

This Council is of opinion that it is advisable that Victoria and Esquimalt 
should be connected with the initial point or principal station of such Railway 
upon the Pacific, either by the Railway being continued thereto, or, should 
that be found to be impracticable, then in that case that the connection should 
be maintained by Steamboats, or partly by a Railway and partly by Steam- 
boats, thus making the Railway the means of connecting the most Eastern 
and most Western portions of the Dominion, and be really and truly a grand 
national undertaking and highway, uniting all the interests and all the people 
of and between the Pacific and Atlantic shores into one harmonious whole. 

This Council would therefore respectfully urge upon the Government of 
Canada, the advisability of their making provision to connect Victoria and 
Esquimalt with the proposed Railway from the Pacific towards the Rocky 
Mountains, in case neither of those places shall be made the starting point or 
principal station of such Railway. 

The Council respectifully requests the Governor to transmit this Resolution 
to the Government of the Dominion of Canada. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 8, Noes 2. 
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The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 


The Hon. Messrs. Phillippo, The Hon. Mr. Hamley, 
Helmcken, Mr. Nelson. 
Carrall, 
Messrs. Alston, 

Nathan, 

DeCosmos, 

Bunster, 

Skinner. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Mr. Nathan moved suspension of Standing Orders. 
Suspended accordingly. 
Mr. Nathan moved a Resolution respecting the Customs Bill of 1870 being 
repealed by permission of the Dominion Government. 
Motion subsequently withdrawn. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Tuesday. 


Tuesday, the 14th day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmcken; 
Messrs. Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Alston, Humphreys, Pemberton, 
Cornwall, Skinner. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall presented the Petition of Inhabitants of British Columbia in 
favor of Thomson’s Patent Road Steamers. 
Ordered to be read. 
Read accordingly. Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Cornwall presented the Petition of the Inhabitants of Yale against the Road 
Steamers. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of the Merchants of Victoria in favor of a 
general Bill for Traction Engines. 
Ordered to be read and to lie on the table. 


Mr. DeCosmos presented the Petition of Messrs. Lane, Kurtz, and Harper for per- 
mission to run Road Steamers. 
Ordered to be read and to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave a notice of motion. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the adjourned debate on the second reading of the 
Thomson Patent Road Steamer Bill was resumed. 
Mr. Bunster moved, in amendment, Mr. Humphreys seconding,— 
That an Act be brought in to allow all persons, under certain restrictions, 
to put Road Steamers on the Yale and Cariboo Road. 
Motion withdrawn by leave. 
Bill read second time. Ordered to be committed next meeting of Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, the Hon. Mr. 
Carrall seconding,— 

That, whereas, the Island of San Juan bears important relations to Canada 
and British Columbia; and, whereas, a Joint Commission has been appointed 
by Her Majesty’s Government, and by the Government of the United States, to 
settle all existing International difficulties. 

Resolved, That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, respectifully requesting that His Excellency will be pleased to represent 
to Her Majesty’s Government, and also to the Canadian Government, the great 
importance of the Island of San Juan to the Dominion of Canada, as well as 
the undoubted claims of the Crown to the same, and the desirability of settling 
the Boundaries of the possessions of the United States North of British Colum- 
bia; and that the question of Fisheries in the Pacific be considered at the same 
time. 

On the question as amended being put it was carried unanimously and 

Resolved accordingly. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 12. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act to amend and alter the Constitution of 
this Colony.” 


Government House, 
February 13th, 1871. 
A further Message, read as follows: — 


Message No. 13. A. MUSGRAVE. 


Referring to the Resolution of the Honourable Legislative Council, of the 23rd 
instant, respecting the exemption from Road Tolls of Flour made from wheat grown 
in the Colony, the Governor submits for the consideration of the Council a Bill 
entitled “An Act to amend ‘The Tolls exemption Ordinance, 1865.’ ” 


Government House, 
14th February, 1871. 
On the motion of Mr. Humphreys,— 
Ordered that the Tolls Exemption Ordinance be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read first time at next meeting of Council. 
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A further Message read as follows,— 
Message No. 14. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor submits, for the consideration of the Honourable Legislative 
Council, a Bill entitled “An Act relating to proceedings under the Tax Sale Repeal 
Ordinance.” 


Government House, 
14th February, 1871. 
On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General,— 
Ordered that the Tax Sale Commission Bill be now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time next meeting of Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported that the Com- 
mittee had considered the Supplementary Estimates and handed in the follow- 
ing Resolution for the adoption of the Council: — 

Resolved, That the following Supplementary Supplies be voted for the 
service of the year 1870:— 


ReVentlesservicesie meee Lee Eee ee $ 57000 
Administration ols. ustice 20 be ee ee ee eas 1,650 00 
CharitablesA llowances 2 ee eee 560 00 
Police*and:Gaols oe ee eee ee eee 4,853 00 
GW achots ole) y ert in ilbele 2S AR De rien eee Shak atin he Wael 4,398 00 
Works-and Billidings yee ee eee 7,278 00 
Roads, .ptrectSand si rid Ces as ees ee 4,000 00 
MiscellaneOus SCT VICeS maseae set ee eee 17,440 00 
Governments CSsels ea =e ee ee Ie 50 00 
Tichts HOUSES oa0 eee eeer ses ee ere ee Oe eee 551 00 
DDS OST wee rer ann ere er ee eee eee ee ee Tea S7, 
SAVINGS Hanks = ACCOUN te eeees teen eee 1000 00 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Mr. Nathan moved the suspension of the Standing Orders. 
Ordered to be suspended. 
Mr. Nathan moved the second reading of the Customs Repeal Bill. 
Ordered to be read second time. 
Read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill be now read third time. 
Bill read third time accordingly. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 8TH SESSION 415 





Resolved, that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Customs Repeal Act, 
Gods: 


Mr. Nathan again moved the suspension of the Standing Orders. 
Ordered to be suspended. 
Mr. Nathan asked leave to bring in Fire Companies’ Aid Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill now read first time. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time at next meeting of Council. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock this day week. 


Tuesday, the 21st day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall, Helmcken; 
Messrs. Alston, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Pemberton, Bunster, 
Cornwall, Skinner. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Peter O’Reilly, Esq., was then introduced into the Council Chamber, to whom the 
Speaker administered the oath of allegiance, and having subscribed to the 
same, the Member took his seat. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 15. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith a Return to an Address of the Honourable 
Legislative Council of the 25th ultimo, of the amounts levied, collected, and 
expended on each Road District in Vancouver Island in 1870.® 

Government House, 

14th February, 1871. 


Ordered that the Return be printed. 


A further Message read as follows,— 


Message No. 16. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor, in accordance with the request contained in the Resolution of 
the Legislative Council of the 9th instant, forwards herewith Returns showing the 
Exports from British Columbia for the years 1867, 1868, 1869, and 1870, specifying 
articles, quantities, and values, and Countries to which Exported; also a Return of 
Bonded Goods shipped to sea-going Ships or supplied, free of Duty, to Her Majesty’s 
Navy, specifying articles, quantities, and values; also a Return of all Goods in Bond 
on January 31st, 1871, specifying articles, quantities, and values.7 

Government House, 

21st February, 1871. 


Ordered that the Return be printed. 
A further Message read as follows:— 


Message No. 17. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act granting a Supplemental Supply of 


6 Ibid., p. 54. 
7 Ibid., pp. 55-58. 
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Forty-five thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine Dollars and Seven Cents, out of 
the General Revenue of the Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, for 
the contingent service of the year 1870. 


Government House, 
21st February, 1871. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Bill be 
now read a first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time next meeting of Council. 


A further Message read as follows;— 


Message No. 18. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor submits, for the consideration of the Legislative Council, a Bill 
entitled “An Act to amend the Law as to the qualification of Voters and of Elected 
Members for the Legislative Council, and to provide for the Registration of Persons 
entitled to vote at Elections of such Members.” 


Government House, 
21st February, 1871. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Bill be 
now read first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time next meeting of Council. 


The Hon. Mr. Helmcken gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Humphreys gave 3 notices of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Loan Investment 
Bill, 
On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, Ordered that the second reading be 
postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved,— 

That the Petition of the Mayor and Council of Victoria be considered. 

The Council considered the same accordingly. 

Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. Alston seconding,— 

That a Select Committee be appointed to enquire into the merits of the 
Petition of the Mayor and Council of Victoria, respecting Education in British 
Columbia. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 6, Noes 8. 


The Names on request, being taken down as follows:— 


Messrs: Nathan, The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, 
Humphreys, Phillippo, 
DeCosmos, Carrall, 
Bunster, Hamley, 
Skinner, Messrs. Nelson, 
Alston. Cornwall, 

Pemberton, 
O’Reilly. 


So it passed in the negative and the Resolution was lost. 
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On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in the name of the Hon. 
Mr. Carrall, for a grazing Tax, 
Ordered to be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Road 

Steamer Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Chairman reported progress made with the Bill, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Ordered that leave be granted for next sitting of Council, and that the report 
of the Committee be adopted. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Thursday. 


Thursday, the 23rd day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Hamley; 
Messrs. O’Reilly, Nathan, Nelson, Bunster, Skinner, Humphreys, DeCosmos, 
Alston, Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 19. A. MUSGRAVE. 


With reference to a Resolution of the Legislative Council of the 9th instant, 
calling for a Return of all moneys collected and expended on the Douglas- 
Alexandria and Yale-Clinton-Cariboo Waggon Roads, the Governor forwards 
herewith copy of a letter from the Auditor General, pointing out that the time 
and labour which the preparation of the Return in question would involve, preclude 
its being effected for two or three months to come. 


Government House, 
21st February, 1871. 


A further Message read as follows: — 


Message No. 20. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor submits, for the consideration of the Honourable Legislative 
Council, that the words “Literary Associations” used throughout the Bill entitled 
“An Act respecting Literary Associations and Mechanics Institutes” are somewhat 
indefinite, and recommends as an amendment, that the words “Literary Societies 
and Mechanics’ Institutes” should be substituted. 

Government House, 

23rd February, 1871. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved,— 


That the Council go into Committee to consider the alteration in question. 
14 
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Ordered accordingly. 

The Council went into Committee. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the following 
Resolution for the adoption of the Council: — 

That the Governor be acquainted that this Council concurs in the amend- 
ments recommended by the Governor to the Mechanics’ Institutes Bill. 

Question put and carried. 


Mr. Humphreys presented the Petition of William Henry Kay.® 
Ordered to be read. Read accordingly. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Supplementary Supply Bill was read second 

time. 

Ordered to be committed at once. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete without amendments. 

Ordered to be read third time at once. 

Read third time accordingly. 

And it was Resolved, That this Bill do pass, and its title be ““An Act granting 
a Supplementary Supply of $45,969.07, out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony of British Columbia and its Dependencies, for the Contingent Service 
of the year 1870.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Registration of Voters Bill was read second 
time. 

Ordered to be committed on Tuesday next. 

Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken moved, Mr. Humphreys, 
seconding,— 

That, whereas, the Waggon Road via Fraser River is ill adapted to the 
purpose of driving Cattle from the interior of the Country to the Coast; and, 
whereas, it is all but certain that lines very suitable for the purpose exist from 
Lillooet to Howe Sound, and probably Burrard Inlet, and from the Chilcoten 
Plains to the Cardero Channel; and, whereas, it is desirable at the present time, 
for various purposes, to obtain information of these routes from the Interior 
to the Coast. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be humbly requested to cause 
a reconnoissance or exploration of the said lines to be made, and if found suit- 
able, that His Excellency will cause a Cattle trail to be constructed from the 
Interior to Howe Sound, Burrard Inlet, or such other point as may be found 
most expedient and suitable; this Council being further of opinion that after 
this Colony has been united to Canada there will be sufficient means dispos- 
able to meet the comparatively small outlay required for the above purpose. 


8 Ibid., pp. 58-59. 
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On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 8, Noes 3. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys asked the Attorney General 
what Bonds, if any, are given by the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriffs’ of British 
Columbia. 


The Hon. Mr. Phillippo replied. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Tolls Exemption Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 


On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete without amendments. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Read third time accordingly. 


And it was Resolved, That this Bill do pass and its title be “The Tolls 
Exemption Ordinance, 1865, Amendment Act.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Tax Sale Repeal Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 


On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with slight amendments. 


Ordered that the Report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 
Read third time accordingly. 


And it was Resolved, That this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Tax Sale 
Repeal Ordinance, 1867, Amendment Act.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Fire Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed next meeting of the Council. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Road Steamer Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 

On the Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported that he had 
been instructed to obtain a decision from the Speaker on the following point 
of order:—If in Committee the Chairman be entitled to an original as well as 
a casting vote? 

The Speaker decided that the Chairman of a Committee of the whole 
Council was only entitled to a casting vote. 

Mr. Speaker again left the Chair. 


420 23 FEBRUARY 1871 


Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the report be adopted and the Bill read third time on Tuesday 
next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock on Tuesday next. 











Tuesday, the 28th day of February, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. Cornwall, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pemberton, 
Humphreys, O’Reilly. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 21. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act respecting Literary Societies and 
Mechanics Institutes.” 


Government House, 
24th February, 1871. 


A further Message read as follows:— 


Message No. 22. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to two Bills entitled respectively “An Act granting a Supplemental 
Supply of $45,969.07 out of the General Revenue of the Colony of British Columbia 
and its Dependencies for the Contingent Service of the year 1870,” and “An Act to 
amend ‘The Tolls Exemption Ordinance, 1865.’ ” 

Government House, 

24th February, 1871. 


A further Message read as follows: — 


Message No. 23. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor has received for assent a Bill passed by the Legislative Council, 
entitled “An Act to repeal an Ordinance to create a further Duty of Customs for the 
Public Service. The Governor is advised that should the Bill in question become 
Law some doubt might be thrown on the legality of collecting the Customs Duties 
on Spirits levied under the “Customs Ordinance, 1867,” he therefore forwards for 
the consideration of the Honourable Council a Bill amended to suit the circum- 
stances of the case. 


Government House, 
24th February, 1871. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Bill be 
now read a first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Ordered to be read second time next meeting of Council. 
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A further Message, read as follows: — 


Message No. 24. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a copy of a letter he has received from the Mayor and Council 
of Victoria, praying that the Duties of Customs on certain hose pipe imported from 
England for the use of the Victoria Fire Department may be remitted. 


Government House, 
February 27th, 1871. 


Mr. Humphreys gave 2 notices of motion. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Thompson Road 

Steamer Bill, 

Mr. Humphreys moved that the Bill be recommitted, and that the Standing 
Orders be suspended. 

Motion negatived. 

Ordered that the Bill be read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill 
do pass and its title be “The British Columbia Patent Road Steamers Act, 
Lovie 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration of Voters Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 
On the Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported certain progress 
made with the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and leave granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Humphreys, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the Ist day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Helmcken, Carrall, Hamley; 
Messrs. O’Reilly, Nathan, Nelson, Bunster, Skinner, Humphreys, DeCosmos, 
Pemberton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Customs Amendment Bill was read second 

time. 

Ordered to be committed at once. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with an amendment. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill be now read third time. 
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Bill read third time accordingly. 
Resolved, that this Bill do pass, and its title be “The Customs Repeal Act, 


1871.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Fire 
Companies’ Aid Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with some slight amendments. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went again into Committee on the 
Registration of Voters Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported further progress 
made with the Bill, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that the report be adopted, and leave granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Skinner, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 2nd day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken; Messrs. 
Skinner, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Bunster, Humphreys, O’Reilly. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. Bunster seconding,— 
That an humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that he may be pleased to send down a Bill to allow all Newspapers 
printed and published in the Colony to be forwarded through the Post Office 
free. 
Motion withdrawn by leave. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 25. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act relating to proceedings under the ‘Tax 
Sale Repeal Ordinance, 1867.’ ” 

Government House, 

2nd March, 1871. 


A further Message read as follows,— 


Message No. 26. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards, for the consideration of the Legislative Council, a Bill 
entitled “An Act to enlarge the time fixed by the “Road Amendment Ordinance, 
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1870,” for the sitting of the Court of Appeal constituted under the said Ordinance, 
during the present year. 


Government House, 
lst March, 1871. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Bill be now read first time. 

Ordered accordingly, and Bill read first time. 

Ordered that the Standing Orders be suspended to allow the Bill to pass 
through all its stages in the present sitting. 

Bill read second time. 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete without amendment. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 

Bill read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title 
be “The Road Appellate Court Extension Act, 1871.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully acquainted that in the 
opinion of this Council it is desirable that gentlemen skilled in the knowledge 
of the Law should hold and exercise the office of County Court Judges as soon 
as possible after Confederation is consummated with the Dominion of Canada. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 4. 
The names, on request, were taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Nelson, The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, 
Nathan, Phillippo, 
DeCosmos Hamley, 
Humphreys, Mr. Bunster. 
Skinner. 


So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


On the Order of the day being read for the consideration of a Petition from Lillooet, 
Ordered to be postponed. 


On the Order of the day being read for the third reading of the Fire Companies’ Aid 

Bill, 

Ordered to be recommitted. 

Council went into Committee accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported an alteration 
of some words to the Bill. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill now read third time. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be the “Fire Companies’ Aid Amendment Act, 1871.” 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration of Voters Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

On the question being put as to the adoption of the Report, 

The Hon. Mr. Carrall moved, the Hon. Mr. Helmcken seconding,— 

That the Bill be recommitted for the purpose of adding new matter to 
Clause 1. 

A question having arisen as to the nature of the amendments proposed, the 
Hon. Mr. Carrall handed in the following,— 

After the word “Election” in the sixth line add the words “and shall not 
possess an Estate of Freehold free from all incumbrances, and situate in British 
Columbia, of the value of Fifteen Hundred Dollars, or Personal Property of 
the value of Two Thousand Dollars.” 

The same was decided by Mr. Speaker to be in the nature of new and 
supplementary matter. 


Mr. Humphreys moved the Council do now adjourn. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 7. 
So the motion to adjourn was lost. 


On the question of the recommittal being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 6, Noes 6. 

Which being a tie vote the Speaker was called upon to give a casting vote, 
and cast his vote with the Ayes. 

So the question was carried, and the Council went into Committee accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and leave granted for next meeting of 
Council. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Tuesday next. 


Tuesday, the 7th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Carrall; Messrs. Nathan, 
Cornwall, DeCosmos, Bunster, Skinner, Pemberton, Humphreys, Nelson, 
O’Reilly. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 
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A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 27. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to correct an error in the ‘Courts Merger 
Ordinance, 1870.’ ” 


Government House, 
6th March, 1871. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved the first reading of the said Bill. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 


A further Message read as follows: — 


Message No. 28. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to regulate Elections of Members of 
the Legislature of this Colony.” 


Government House, 
6th March, 1871. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time on Thursday next. 


Mr. Humphreys gave 3 notices of motion. 
Mr. Alston gave a notice of motion (per Mr. Cornwall.) 
Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Bunster gave a notice of motion. 


On motion of Mr. Nathan, Standing Orders suspended. 
Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding,— 


That the Governor be respectfully requested to remit the Duties upon the 
Fire Hose imported for the use of the Victoria Fire Department. 


On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. Skinner seconding,— 


That a respectful address be presented to the Governor, praying that he may 
be pleased to enquire into the necessity of the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriffs of 
British Columbia giving indemnity Bonds or Sureties. 


Question put and carried. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion standing in Mr. Humphrey’s name, 
Ordered that the same be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Regis- 
tration of Voters’ Bill. 


Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
The Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 


On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 
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Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 
Bill read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be 
“The Qualification and Registration of Voters’ Act, 1871.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Carrall, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
on Thursday next. 


Thursday, the 9th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken; Messrs. 
O’Reilly, Nathan, DeCosmos, Bunster, Humphreys, Alston, Pemberton, Corn- 
wall. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 29. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to Bills entitled respectively— 

“The Road Appellate Court Extension Act, 1871,” 

“The Fire Companies’ Aid Amendment Act, 1871,” 

“The Customs Repeal Act, 1871,” 

“The British Columbia Patent Road Steamers Act, 1871.” 


Government House, 
8th March, 1871. 
On the Order of the day being read for the Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court 
Salary Bill, 
And the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 2, Noes 7. 
So the question was lost, and the second reading negatived. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Election Regulation Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed later in the day. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 

That a respectful address be presented to the Governor, praying that His 
Excellency may be pleased to send down a Bill for the prevention of Bulls and 
Stallions running at large during certain months of the year. 

Resolution put and carried. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys, moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 
That the Petition of certain residents of Lillooet be referred to the Execu- 
tive.? 
Question was put and carried. 


9 Ibid., p. 60. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 
That the Petition of W. H. Kay be referred to the Executive. 
Question put and carried. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Alston asked leave to bring in Telegraph 
Regulation Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted. 
The Bill was read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Tuesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved the following Resolution: — 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to send down 
a Bill to allow all Road Steamers manufactured in the Colony, to run on all 
the Roads in British Columbia, without giving Bonds or paying Messrs. Beedy 
and Barnard any sum for strengthening Bridges. 

Mr. Speaker ruled that the same was out of order. 

The mover then withdrew all words after “Columbia.” 

On the question being put, as amended, the Council divided. 

Ayes 4, Noes 4. 

Which being a tie vote, the Speaker cast his vote in the negative and the 

question was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Election 
Regulation Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported considerable 
progress made, and asked leave to sit again. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and leave granted for to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Humphreys, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock to- 
morrow. 


Friday, the 10th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Helmcken, Hamley; Messrs. 
O’Reilly, Nathan, Nelson, Bunster, Humphreys, DeCosmos, Cornwall, Alston. 


The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Deputy Registrar’s Salary Act be 
now read second time. 
Mr. Nathan moved, in amendment, that the Bill be read second time this 
day six months. 
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Whereupon the Council divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 1. 
The names, on request, having been taken down by the Clerk as follows:— 


Ayes. Noes. 
Messrs O'Reilly, The Hon. Mr. Hamley. 
Nathan, 
Cornwall. 


So the amendment was carried. 
Messrs. Phillippo, Helmcken, Nelson, Humphreys, DeCosmos, and Bunster 
not having voted, were counted in the affirmative. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Election 

Regulation Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill be now read third time. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be “An Act to regulate Elections of Members of the Legislature 
of this Colony.” 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 30. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to prevent Bribery, Treating, and Undue 
Influence at Elections of Members of the Legislature.” 


Government House, 
10th March, 1871. 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved that this Bill be now read first time. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Tuesday next. 
Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock on Tuesday next. 


Tuesday, the 14th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken; Messrs. 
O’Reilly, Alston, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Pemberton, 
Bunster, Cornwall. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Mr. DeCosmos gave 2 notices of motion. 
Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Bunster gave a notice of motion. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 8TH SESSION 429 





On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Telegraph 
Regulation Bill. 
Ordered to be postponed till Friday. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved,— 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to send copies 
of correspondence between James Lowe and J. D. Pemberton, late Surveyor 
General of the Colony of Vancouver Island, and with the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works of British Columbia, as well as the public notice referred 
to in Mr. Pemberton’s letter; also the after correspondence between Messrs. 
Drake, Jackson, and Aikman, and the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, and the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, in connection with a claim for a 
Land Warrant. 

Motion subsequently withdrawn by leave. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Humphreys moved, Mr. DeCosmos second- 
ing,— 
That all the votes and names for and against all the amendments to Section 
3 in the Registration of Voters Bill be printed for the House. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 5, Noes 6. 


The names, on request, were taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Nelson, The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, 
DeCosmos, Phillippo, 
Humphreys, Hamley, 
Bunster. Messrs. Nathan, 

O'Reilly, 
Pemberton. 


Mr. Alston not having voted was counted with the Ayes. 
So the motion was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Bribery Bill was read second time. 

The Council went into Committee of the said Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with certain amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill be now read third time. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be “An Act to prevent Bribery, Treating, and Undue Influence at 
Elections of Members of the Legislature.” 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows:— 


Message No. 31. A. MUSGRAVE. 
The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to provide for a permanent Civil List.” 
Government House, 
14th March, 1871. 
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The Hon. the Attorney General moved that this Bill be now read first time. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


The Hon. the Attorney General introduced the Contested Elections Bill. 
Ordered to be read first time at once. 
Read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Friday next. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Nathan, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock on Friday 
next. 


Friday, the 17th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. Alston, Nathan, Nelson, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Pemberton, Bunster, 
Cornwall, O’Reilly. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 32. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act to amend the Law as to the qualification 
of Electors and of Elective Members for the Legislature, and to provide for the 
registration of persons entitled to vote at Elections of such Members. 

Government House, 

14th March, 1871. 


A further Message read as follows: — 


Message No. 33. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to enable the Governor to grant Charters 
for Tolls.” 


Government House, 
17th March, 1871. 
On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Bill was read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time on Monday next. 


Mr. Bunster presented the Petition of Inhabitants of Victoria, relating to Telegraph 
Regulations. 
Petition received and read. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Hon. Mr. Carrall gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. DeCosmos gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Bunster gave a notice of motion. 
Mr. Nelson gave a notice of motion. 
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Mr. Nathan moved the suspension of Standing Orders. 
Motion negatived. 


Mr. Nathan gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan moved, Mr. Nelson seconding,— 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to abolish Road 
Tolls on Hides, Ore, and Furs. 

Mr. Humphreys moved in amendment, Mr. Bunster seconding,— 

That the words “send down a Bill to” be inserted between “to” and 
“abolish,” and the words “Wool, Tallow, and Cattle” be added. 

Amendment put and carried. 

On the original question as amended being put it was carried in the affirma- 
tive and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved, Mr. DeCosmos seconding,— 
That a respectful address be presented to the Governor, praying that His 
Excellency may be pleased to send down, for the information of the House, 
copies of all the correspondence that passed between the Government of 
British Columbia and Her Majesty’s Government, relating to the suspension 
of Thomas Basil Humphreys from the exercise of the duties and office of a 
Legislative Councillor. 
On the question being put the Council divided. 
Ayes 3, Noes 10. 


The names, on request, having been taken down by the Clerk as follows:— 
Ayes. Noes. 
Messrs. Bunster, The Hon. Messrs. Hamley, 
De Cosmos. Phillippo, 
Helmcken, 
Carrall, 
Messrs. Alston, 
OReilly, 
Nathan, 
Cornwall, 
Nelson, 
Pemberton. 


Mr. Humphreys not having voted was counted in the affirmative. 
So it passed in the negative and the motion was lost. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos moved, Mr. Bunster seconding,— 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that provision be made for carrying a weekly mail between Metchosin 
and Muir’s Landing, Sooke Harbour. 
Resolution put and carried. 


On the Order of the day being read for a motion in the name of Mr. DeCosmos, as 
to voting by Ballot, 
Ordered that the same be postponed. 
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Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. the Attorney General moved the second 
reading of the Civil List Bill, Mr. O’Reilly seconding. 
Whereupon a debate arose. 
Mr. Nathan moved in amendment, Mr. Humphreys seconding, 
That the Bill be read second time this day three months. 
The debate having terminated and on the amendment being put, the Council 
divided. 


Ayes 5, Noes 8. 

The names, on request, having been taken down as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Nathan, The Hon. Messrs. Phillippo, 
Humphreys, Hamley, 
DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Bunster. Carrall, 

Messrs. O'Reilly, 
Cornwall, 
Alston, 
Pemberton. 


Mr. Nelson not having voted was counted with the Ayes. 
So the amendment was negatived. 
On the question of the second reading of the Bill being put the Council again 
divided. 
Ayes 9, Noes 4. 
The names, on request, being taken down as follows: — 


Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Phillippo, Messrs. Nathan, 

Hamley, Humphreys, 
Helmcken, DeCosmos, 
Carrall, Bunster. 

Messrs. O’Reilly, 
Cornwall, 
Alston, 
Pemberton. 


Mr. Nelson not having voted was counted with the Ayes. 
So the question was carried in the affirmative and the Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Controverted Elections Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed on Monday next. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
1 o’clock on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 20th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Carrall; Messrs. De Cosmos, 
Nelson, Alston. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Loan Investment Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed on Wednesday next. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos asked leave to bring in Bank- 
ruptcy Exemption Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill read first time. 
The Bill was read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time on Wednesday next. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. DeCosmos, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 21st day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Carrall; Messrs. Nathan, Cornwall, 
DeCosmos, Bunster, Pemberton, Nelson, Alston. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 34. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor has received the Resolution of the Honourable Legislative 
Council, requesting that a Bill may be submitted to them for the prevention of Bulls 
and Stallions running at large during certain months of the year. 

While agreeing with the Council in regarding such a measure as desirable, 
the Governor fears that sudden legislation upon this subject, without notice, might 
have the effect of causing misapprehension and possible disturbance on the part of 
the Indian Tribes, who would be affected by the provisions it is intended to establish. 
The Governor proposes, therefore, as a first step, to warn the Indians, through the 
Magistrates in the several Districts, of the regulations which are to be in future 
enforced, and thus prepare the way for the Act, which, under these circumstances, 
he thinks it would be preferable to postpone until the next Session of the Legislature. 


Government House, 
20th March, 1871. 


A further Message read as follows :— 


Message No. 35. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to repeal certain Acts, Ordinances, and 
Proclamations.” 


Government House, 
20th March, 1871. 
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On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Bill be 
now read a first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


Mr. DeCosmos gave a notice of motion. 
The Hon. Mr. Phillippo gave a notice of motion. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Toll Charter Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill now read third time. 


Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be “An Act to enable the Government to grant Charters for Tolls.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Controverted Elections 
Bill. 


Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Civil List Bill, and the 

question put ““That I do leave the Chair,” 

Mr. DeCosmos moved in amendment, Mr. Nelson seconding,— 

That this Council instructs the Committee of the whole to alter the Civil List 
Bill now before the House, so as to confine the operation of the Bill to the 
offices and salaries of the Colonial Secretary, Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works, and Attorney General. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 


Ayes 5, Noes 8. 

The names being taken down, on request, as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 

Messrs. Nathan, The Hon. Messrs. Phillippo, 
Nelson, Hamley, 
DeCosmos, Helmcken, 
Humphreys, Carrall, 
Bunster. O’Reilly, 

Cornwall, 
Alston, 
Pemberton. 


So the amendment was lost. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 
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On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and leave granted the first thing 
to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Phillippo, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Wednesday, the 22nd day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. Nathan, DeCosmos, Bunster, Humphreys, Alston, Pemberton, Corn- 
wall, Skinner, O’Reilly. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 36. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act to regulate Elections of Members of the 
Legislature of the Colony.” 


Government House, 
22nd March, 1871. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Civil List 

Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported further progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and leave granted to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read for the seconding reading of the Telegraph 
Regulation Bill, 
Mr. Alston moved, Mr. Humphreys seconding,— 
That the Bill be now read second time. 
Mr. Helmcken moved in amendment, the Attorney General seconding,— 
That the Bill be read second time this day six months. 
Whereupon a debate arose, which having terminated the Council divided. 


Ayes 6, Noes 5. 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Phillippo, Messrs. Humphreys, 
Hamley, DeCosmos, 
Helmcken, Bunster, 
Carrall, Skinner, 
Messrs. O’Reilly, Alston. 


Pemberton. 
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So the amendment was carried and it was Ordered that the Bill be read 
second time this day six months. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Humphreys, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Thursday, the 23rd day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. DeCosmos, Bunster, Pemberton, Alston, Nathan, O’Reilly, Skinner, 
Humphreys. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Civil List Bill, and the 
question put “That I do leave the Chair,” the Council divided. 


Ayes 7, Noes 4. 
The names, on request, were taken down by the Clerk as follows: — 
Ayes. Noes. 
The Hon. Messrs. Helmcken, Messrs. Nathan, 
Phillippo, DeCosmos, 
Hamley, Humphreys, 
Carrall, Bunster. 
Messrs. O’Reilly, 
Pemberton, 
Alston. 
So the question was carried, and the Council went into Committee 
accordingly. 


Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 

Bill read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be 
“An Act to provide for a permanent Civil List.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the committal of the Loan Investment Bill, 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Cattle Exemption Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Statute Repeal Bill was read second time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
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Mr. Pemberton in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with slight amendments. 

Ordered that the report be adopted, and the Bill read third time at once. 

Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and that its title be “An Act to repeal certain Acts, Ordinances, and 
Proclamations.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos moved, Mr. Humphreys sec- 
onding,— 

That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that any documents showing how the Telegraph line between Victoria 
and Cariboo is managed, and the nature of the pecuniary liabilities and 
privileges of the Government respecting the same, be laid before this House. 

On the question being put the Council divided. 

Ayes 5, Noes 4. 
So it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Hon. Mr. Phillippo asked leave to bring in 
Charitable Institutions Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted, and the Bill read first time now. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. DeCosmos moved, Mr Nelson seconding,— 
That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying that the sum of $500 be placed upon the Supplementary Estimates, 
for the purpose of clearing and improving the Road from New Westminster 
along the North Arm of Fraser River, known as the North Arm Road. 
Question put and carried. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Bunster moved, Mr. Nathan seconding,— 
That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to allow the 
Steamer “Isabel” to enter the Harbours of Victoria and Nanaimo free of port 
charges, in consideration of the said Steamer carrying the Mails free from the 
American shore, and making two trips per week to Victoria. 
On the question being put it was carried in the affirmative and Resolved 
accordingly. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, Mr. Nathan asked leave to bring in Municipal 
School Aid Bill. 
Ordered that leave be granted and the Bill now read first time. 
Bill read first time accordingly. 
Ordered to be read second time to-morrow. 


Then, on the motion of Mr. Humphreys, the Council adjourned till 1 o’clock 
to-morrow. 
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Friday, the 24th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 1 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; 
Messrs. Alston, Nathan, DeCosmos, Humphreys, Pemberton, Bunster, Skinner. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 37. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act for compiling and printing a new edition 
of the Laws of British Columbia.” 


Government House, 
24th March, 1871. 
The Hon. the Attorney General moved that the Bill be now read first time. 
Ordered accordingly, and Bill read first time. 
Ordered to be read second time. 
Bill read second time accordingly. 
Ordered to be committed later in the day. 


A further Message read as follows: — 


Message No. 38. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards for the information of the Honourable Legislative 
Council, a copy of a Despatch from the Secretary of State, on the subject of the 
Ordinance passed by the late Council at its last Session “to prevent desertion from 
Merchant Ships,” and he submits for their consideration a Bill which has been 
prepared to give effect to the suggestions of the Secretary of State. 


Government House, 
24th March, 1871. 


On the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, Ordered that the Bill be 
now read a first time. 

Read first time accordingly. 

Second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


Mr. Humphreys spoke to a question of privilege. 


On the Order of the day being read for the Committal of the Loan Investment Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed till to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, 
The committal of the Cattle Exemption Bill was ordered to be postponed till 
to-morrow. 


On the Order of the day being read therefor, 
The committal of the Controverted Elections Bill was ordered to be post- 
poned till to-morrow. 
Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Charitable Associations Bill was read second 
time. 
Ordered to be committed at once. 
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Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill now read third time. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 
and its title be “An Act to incorporate Charitable, Philantrophic, and Provi- 
dent Associations.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Municipal School 
Aid Bill, 
Ordered to be postponed. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Compilation of Laws Bill was committed. 
Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 
Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 
On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with certain amendments. 
Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill be now read.third time. 
Bill read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass 


and its title be “An Act for compiling and printing a new edition of the Laws 
of British Columbia.” 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 39. A. MUSGRAVE. 


The Governor forwards herewith, for the consideration of the Honourable 
Legislative Council, a Bill entitled “An Act to abolish Road Tolls on all articles 
coming from the Interior of the Colony.” 


Government House, 
24th March, 1871. 
On motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, 

Bill read first and second times. 

Ordered to be committed at once. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with slight amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time at once. 


Read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and 
its title be ““An Act to abolish Road Tolls on articles coming from the Interior 
of the Colony in the direction of the Seaboard.” 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. the Attorney General, the Council adjourned till 
11 o’clock on Monday next. 
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Monday, the 27th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 11 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present,—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; Messrs. 
Alston, DeCosmos, Nelson, Skinner, Humphreys, Bunster, O’Reilly, Pem- 
berton. 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency the Governor, read as follows: — 


Message No. 40. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to a Bill entitled “An Act to enable the Governor to grant Charters 
for Tolls.” 


Government House, 
24th March, 1871. 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Loan 

Investment Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

The Hon. Mr. Hamley in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 

Read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and 
its title be “An Act to amend the Loan Investment Ordinance, 1869.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Cattle 

Exemption Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Skinner in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 

Read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and 
its title be “An Act to exempt (in certain cases) Cattle farmed on shares, and 
their increase, from the operation of any Bankruptcy or Insolvency Laws.” 


A further Message read as follows,— 


Message No. 41. A. MUSGRAVE. 

The Governor acquaints the Legislative Council that he has assented, on behalf 
of Her Majesty, to the Bills entitled respectively— 

“An Act to repeal certain Acts, Ordinances, and Proclamations,” 

“An Act to prevent Bribery, Treating, and Undue Influence at Elections of 


Members of the Legislature.” 
Government House, 
27th March, 1871. 
Mr. DeCosmos moved the suspension of Standing Orders. 
Motion negatived. 
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Council adjourned during pleasure. 


Pursuant to Order, the Merchant Shipping Bill was read second time. 

The Council went into Committee on the said Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 

Bill read third time, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass and its title be 
“An Act to prevent desertion from Merchant Ships.” 


Pursuant to the Order of the day, the Council went into Committee on the Con- 

troverted Elections Bill. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Alston in the Chair of the Committee. 

On Mr. Speaker resuming the Chair, the Chairman reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 

Ordered that the Report be adopted and the Bill read third time. 

Read third time accordingly, and it was Resolved that this Bill do pass, and 
its title be “An Act to make provision for enquiring into Controverted Elections 
and disputed Returns of Members to serve in the Legislature.” 


On the Order of the day being read for the second reading of the Municipal School 
Aid Bill, 
Bill withdrawn by leave. 


Then, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Helmcken, the Council adjourned till 2.30 p.m. 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday, the 28th day of March, 1871. 


The Council met at 2.30 p.m., pursuant to adjournment. 
The Hon. Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 


Present.—The Hon. Messrs. Hankin, Phillippo, Hamley, Helmcken, Carrall; Messrs. 
DeCosmos, Bunster, Pemberton, Alston, Nathan, Nelson, Skinner, Humphreys. 
The Minutes of the previous Meeting read and confirmed. 


His Excellency the Governor, attended by his Private Secretary, then entered the 
Council Chamber, and, having occupied the Speaker’s Chair, delivered the 
following Speech proroguing the Council:— 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Honourable Legislative Council. 

The period has now arrived when I may with propriety relieve you from further 
attendance on Legislative duties, as you have had under your consideration all those 
subjects with which it is expedient to deal at the present time. 

I have received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies an intimation of 
the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government have regarded the intelligence 
of the unanimous passing of your Address to the Queen, praying for Union with the 
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Dominion of Canada. There is no reason to doubt that the Parliament of the 
Dominion will also adopt a similar course during their Session. We may now, 
therefore, confidently anticipate that within a short time the formal declaration of 
Union will be proclaimed. 


I entertain the strongest hope, and indeed cherish the assurance, that this 
coming event will be the commencement of a new and prosperous era for the 
Community. The arrangements by which it will be inaugurated are most favourable 
to this Province of the Dominion; and it will only remain for the good sense, 
moderation, and prudence of the people so to use their advantages, and the circum- 
stances by which they are surrounded, as to obtain a happy issue from the material 
benefits, and the working of the free Political Institutions which are about to be 
established. 


At the conclusion of a Session begun under so great a sense of responsibility, 
and with so many important duties incumbent upon us in the arrangements necessary 
for the future, I congratulate you on the manner in which the business has been 
conducted, and upon the success of your labours. In the measures which I have 
recommended to you, I have been guided by the experience which I have acquired 
of the working of Representative Institutions under different circumstances in 
several other Colonies. No human precautions are perfect, and doubtless imper- 
fections will be discovered, which from time to time will require correction. But I 
am confident the practical test of experiment will justify the wisdom of the principles 
upon which we have proceeded in shaping the political machinery for the future 
administration of the Local Government, and the enactments by which we have 
endeavoured to carry those principles into action. With regard to one of these, 
the Civil List Act, which is in fact ancillary to the Constitution Act, some erroneous 
impressions have been received. The measure was not intended to render the 
several Departments of the Public Service independent of the Legislature of the 
Colony, nor can it have that effect. It will not prevent the dismissal of any official 
for misconduct, nor be an obstacle to systematic remodelling of Public Departments. 
But experience has shewn, without exception, that the tendency of “Responsible 
Government” in small communities is to increase public expenditure, and to provide 
for party followers at the expense of public interests. The operation of the “Civil 
List Act,” while it affords a certain protection to individuals now in the Public 
Service from unjust removal, is mainly valuable as a restraint upon the Executive 
authority, and to prevent any alteration or increase of existing Departments, without 
the well considered sanction of the Legislature. There is nothing contained in the 
Act to prevent amendment or modification whenever such a course shall be deliber- 
ately and constitutionally adopted. 


Your existence as the first Representative Legislature of the United Colonies of 
British Columbia and Vancouver Island will be ephemeral. Another of the measures 
to which I have referred will be the cause of your own extinction and the substitution 
of a larger and differently constituted Legislative Body. But your Members may 
reflect with pride that to you has been confided the privilege of deciding upon the 
most important questions which have hitherto arisen, or are likely to arise for years 
to come, in the history of the Colony; to you belongs the honour of extending the 
limits of the British American Confederation to the shores of the Pacific, and of 
cementing the foundations of a great and prosperous state, whose future promises 
to be enlightened and progressive. 


For myself I feel proud that I have been permitted to participate with you in 
this work. But, one of its effects will probably be soon to terminate my official 
connection with the Colony. I may not again meet the Legislature in Session 
assembled; and I embrace this opportunity to express my thanks for the support 
which I have always obtained at your hands and my acknowledgment of the 
harmonious relations subsisting between the Legislature and myself during the whole 
period of my administration. Whatever may be my future fortune, I shall carry 
away with me from British Columbia, and I hope you will retain, a pleasant recol- 
lection of good feeling and mutual assistance in accomplishing the work which we 
undertook to perform. 


I now prorogue your Honourable Council, and the same is hereby prorogued 
accordingly. 
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The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL CREASE 
opened the debate on Confederation, as fol- 
lows:— 

Mr. President,—I rise to move that this 
Council do now resolve itself into Committee 
of the whole, to take into consideration the 
terms proposed for the Confederation of the 
Colony of British Columbia with the Do- 
minion of Canada, in His Excellency’s Mes- 
sage to this Council. 

In doing so, I am deeply impressed with 
the momentous character of the discussion 
into which we are about to enter, the grave 
importance of a decision by which the fate 
of this our adopted country of British Co- 
lumbia must be influenced, for better, for 
worse, for all time to come. And I earnestly 
hope that our minds and best energies may 
be bent to a task which will tax all our 
patriotism, all our forbearance, all our ab- 
negation of self, and selfish aims, to combine 
all our individual powers into one great, 
united effort for the common good. 

May He who holds the fate of Nations in 
the hollow of His hand, and crowns with 
success, or brings to naught, the counsels of 
men, guide all our deliberations to such an 
issue as shall promote the peace, honour, 
and welfare of our Most Gracious Sovereign, 
and of this and all other portions of Her 
extended realm. 

And now, Mr. President, I must dwell a 
few moments on the exact practical import 
of the motion before the House, and the 
issue which is involved in the “Aye” or “No” 
which each Honourable Member will be 
called upon to cast upon the question which 
you, Mr. President, will put to the House in 
that familiar Parliamentary phrase “That I 
do now leave the Chair?” 

This issue is, Confederation or no Con- 
federation? 

The motion assumes that the principle of 
Confederation has been already fully adopted 
by this House—and having so assumed, asks 
you now to go into Committee of the whole 
to discuss the Terms on which the Colony 
would be content to be confederated with 
the Dominion. 

Your question, therefore, Mr. President, 
“That I do now leave the Chair?” means— 
Will you refuse Confederation at any price? 
or Will you have it on favourable terms? 
That is the issue before us now. 

Now, therefore, is the time for those 
Honourable Members who, notwithstanding 


the previous Resolutions of this House so 
frequently affirming the principle, [“No, No,” 
from Dr. Helmcken] still conscientiously 
object to the principles of Confederation, to 
come forward and explain to this Honour- 
able body, and to the country at large, their 
views,—why they still refuse to aid in the 
consolidation of British interests on the 
North American Continent, by the Confed- 
eration of this Colony with the Dominion, 
and the creation of one homogeneous na- 
tionality from sea to sea. 


Some Honourable gentlemen say “No, 
No” to my statement that the House has 
affirmed the principle of Confederation. 
But I appeal to the Journals of this House, 
in proof of what I state. I well remember, 
on the 19th March, 1867, when the “British 
North America Act, 1867” was being framed 
by the Imperial Parliament, this Council, 
anxious to be embraced within the purview 
of its provisions, passed by an unanimous 
vote the following Resolution:— 

Resolved, That this Council is of 
the opinion that at this juncture of 
affairs in British North America, 
east of the Rocky Mountains, it is 
very desirable that His Excellency 
be respectfully requested to take 
such steps, without delay, as may 
be deemed by him best adapted to 
insure the admission of British Co- 
lumbia into the Confederation on 
fair and equitable terms, this Coun- 
cil being confident that in advising 
this step they are expressing the 
views of the Colonists generally. 

And more than that, this Resolution was 
followed up by a deputation of individual 
members to Governor Seymour, who at their 
instance telegraphed to the Secretary of State 
the purport of that Resolution; and on the 
22nd March, the following Message was sent 
down to the Council on the subject: — 

The Governor has received the 
Resolution of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, dated the 18th instant, in favour 
of the admission of British Colum- 
bia with the proposed Confedera- 
tion of the Eastern British Colonies 
of North America. He will place 
himself in communication on 
the subject with the Secretary of 
State, with Viscount Monck, Gov- 
ernor General of Canada, and with 
Sir Edmund Head, Governor of the 
Hudson’s. Bay Company. 
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Whatever construction may be put upon 
this Resolution by Honourable Members 
who have said “No, No,” one thing is cer- 
tain, it affirmed, in the most distinct manner, 
by this Council the principle of Confedera- 
tion, the advisability of our joining at some- 
time or other the Dominion of Canada. 
That principle has during every subsequent 
session, down to the present day, been con- 
firmed, either directly or indirectly, by a 
specific Resolution of this House [“No, no,” 
from Dr. Helmcken and Mr. Wood]. Thus, 
on the 28th April, 1868, a Resolution was 
passed by this Council confirming the pre- 
vious Resolution, in the following terms:— 

That this Council, while con- 
firming the vote of last Session in 
favour of the general principle of 
the desirability of the Union of this 
Colony with the Dominion of 
Canada, to accomplish the consoli- 
dation of British interests and 
institutions in North America, 
are still without sufficient informa- 
tion and experience of the practical 
working of Confederation in the 
North American Provinces, to admit 
of their defining the terms on which 
such an Union would be advan- 
tagecus to the local interests of 
British Columbia. 

What is that but a confirmation of the 
principle? Now let us look to the Journals 
of 1869. There I see that, on the 17th 
February, 1869, when owing to the position 
of other political issues then current in the 
Colony, it would have been easy, had it been 
so desired, to procure an adverse verdict on 
the principle of Confederation, the House, 
though invited to do so, refused to go any 
further than to request Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment (while the North-West Territory 
was still out of the Dominion) not to press 
the present consummation of Union. The 
word “present” was an express amendment 
of my Honourable colleague opposite (Mr. 
Trutch) and myself, so as to preserve the 
principle, and bide our time. The House, 
therefore, I take it, has thoroughly and uni- 
formly committed itself to the principle of 
Confederation, and may very properly be 
invited now, setting aside all causes of 
difference, for the common good, calmly, 
frankly, and cordially to enter upon a dis- 
cussion of the terms. But if any Honourable 
Members think the principle has not been 
decided, now is the time and now the hour 
to settle that point (as far as this Session 
and this present Council is concerned) once 
and forever. They are bound, in support 
of their views, to lay before the Council 
the reasons for the faith that is in them, 
and to explain why we should not consolidate 
counsels with the Dominion. 

And here, Mr. President, let me say a few 
words upon the position the Official Mem- 
bers of this Council have occupied through- 
out the whole of this matter. 


Their action has been much misunderstood 
—I will not say misconstrued—both in Eng- 
land and at Ottawa. 

Until the receipt of Earl Granville’s Con- 
federation Despatch of the 14th August, 
1869, they did not feel themselves at liberty 
to go further in the direction of Confedera- 
tion than to affirm the general principle of 
its propriety, carefully abstaining from the 
expression of opinion on the merits of any 
particular mode, details, or time of carrying 
that principle into practical effect. 

That, they considered, could most effectu- 
ally be done by Her Majesty’s Government, 
an Executive peculiarly qualified for the task, 
this Legislature, and the People of this 
Colony all acting in concert together, as it 
is now proposed to do. 

I do not at present intend to enter into 
the details of what particular terms would 
or would not be most advantageous to this 
Country in any proposal for Confederation. 

That will be a question for the House to 
settle when, if ever, we get into Committee 
on the subject; but, inasmuch, as the princi- 
ple of Confederation means the advisability 
of consolidating British interests on the 
North American Continent, it is impossible 
to lose sight altogether, in a debate upon 
the principle, of the general advantages to 
be derived by British Columbia from a par- 
ticipation in that great scheme. 

I readily confess that there are drawbacks 
to material union, such as distance, lack of 
communication, and, to some extent, want 
of identity of interest, which can only—but 
yet which can—be removed either wholly, 
or in a very great degree, by suitable con- 
ditions of Union. 

It is for us to determine those conditions 
in this House, and after negotiation upon 
them with Canada, to submit them to the 
decision of the popular vote, the people 
being the parties principally affected by the 
change, who will have to pass in the last 
resort, once and for ever, upon the whole 
question. 

The circumstances, political, geographical, 
and social, under which we are at present 
placed, compel us to political movement in 
one direction or another, and the question 
is now—In what direction shall we go? 

We are sandwiched between United States 
Territory to the north and south—indeed 
on all sides but one, and that one opening 
towards Canada. Our only option is be- 
tween remaining a petty, isolated community 
15,000 miles from home, ekeing out a miser- 
able existance on the crumbs of prosperity 
our powerful and active republican neigh- 
bours choose to allow us, or, by taking our 
place among the comity of nations, become 
the prosperous western outlet on the North 
Pacific of a young and vigorous people, the 
eastern boundary of whose possessions is 
washed by the Atlantic. 

This is the only option left to faithful 
subjects of the British Crown. 

Now look at our condition as a Colony, 
with a climate far finer than any other in the 
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world, with magnificent harbours, rivers, 
seas, and waters for inland navigation, with 
unrivalled resources of almost every descrip- 
tion you can name—coal, lumber, spars, fish, 
and furs—mines of gold, silver, copper, lead, 
cinnabar, tin, and almost every other min- 
eral throughout the land; with a soil and 
climate admirably adapted to pastoral and 
agricultural pursuits—with almost every na- 
tural advantage which the lavish hand of 
nature can bestow upon a country—the 
undoubted fact remains: 

We are not prosperous. 

Population does not increase. 

Trade and Commerce languish; coal min- 
ing does not advance; agriculture, though 
progressive, does not go forward as it might. 

The settlement of the country, though in- 
creasing, yet falls short of just expectations. 

No public works for opening the country 
are on hand, and a general lack of progress 
(that is, proportioned to the extraordinary 
resources of the Colony) is everywhere ap- 
parent. 

And why is this? 

It is not, as some allege, because of the 
particular form of Government we at present 
enjoy (if it were, Confederation in that would 
effect a change). 

It is among other things a Public debt 
altogether disproportioned to our means. 

Our close proximity to an active and 
powerful neighbour whose interests are for- 
eign to our own. [“Hear, Hear,” from Dr. 
Helmcken]. But the chief reason of all is 
that policy of isolation which has kept us 
aloof from the assistance and sympathy of a 
kindred race, and left us in the infant state 
of one of England’s youngest Colonies, to 
support the burdens and responsibilities of 
a thickly peopled and long settled land. 

Do Hon. Members ask what would Con- 
federation do for us? 

It would at once relieve us from the most 
if not afl the present ills from which we 
suffer, if properly arranged. 

For Confederation in some sense means 
terms. It would assume our Public Debt. 

Greatly increase our Public Credit, and 
thereby aid in the utilization of our varied 
resources. 

It would leave us a good balance in our 
Exchequer to carry on all local works and 
open out the country. 

It would give us a Railroad across the 
Continent, and a quick and easy access to 
Ottawa, New York, and London. 

It would cement and strengthen, instead 
of weaken, our connection with the Mother- 
land, and ensure the protection of her Fleet 
and Army. 

It would attract population, ever tending 
in a continuous wave towards the West. 

It would promote the settlement of our 
Public Lands, and the development of Agri- 
culture. 

Under it Trade and Commerce would take 
a fresh start. It would enlarge, not contract 
our political horizon, and it would infuse 
new hope and life blood into the whole 


system of the Colony, and not leave us a 
mere detached Municipality, as some sup- 
pose, any more than Scotland is separate 
from the rest of Great Britain, or the County 
of Kent from England. 

I leave to others to dilate upon the ad- 
vantages which Canada would derive from 
the connection, the possession of a Far West 
(Canada’s great want) into which her rapidly 
increasing population may pour, instead of 
going to swell the bulk of the adjoining 
States. 

Those gentlemen will be able to show that 
the ultimate importance—nay possible ex- 
istence—of the Dominion as a Nation may 
hereafter, in some measure, depend upon her 
Union with ourselves. 

To them, also, I leave the task of dwelling 
on the healing of old internal feuds of race 
and language of which Confederation is the 
only cure. 

If we watch the progress of events, they 
all point to the same end, to the growth of 
a new universal sentiment of nationality in 
British America. 

It is clear that events all gravitate in that 
direction. 

[Mr. De Cosmos “In the direction of 
Confederation or Nationality?”] 

I say Sir, that the current of events points 
ae Confederation and ultimately to Nation- 
ality. 

Confederation is evidently our ultimate 
destiny—Our own interests—Canadian aspi- 
rations—and Imperial policy, as enunciated 
in the Secretary of State’s Despatch, all point 
the same way. 

We shall, therefore, best consult the real 
interests of the Colony, the sooner bring on 
a new era of progress and prosperity in this 
favoured land, by not delaying to debate and 
consider over the advisability of the princi- 
ple itself, but at once go into Committee of 
the Whole, and there combine all our ener- 
gies upon the best scheme to be submitted in 
the last resort to the decision of the people, 
for carrying out the principle of Confedera- 
tion, under God’s blessing, successfully into 
practical effect. 

The motion was seconded by the Hon. the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
who was excused from speaking at this stage 
of the debate on the ground of indisposition, 
under which he was manifestly suffering. 


The Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN said, the subject 
of Confederation was introduced by His 
Excellency the Governor in his Speech, in 
the following terms:— 

The community is already ac- 
quainted with the Despatch which I 
have recently received from Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State on this 
subject; and the careful considera- 
tion of it cannot longer be deferred 
with courtesy to Her Majesty’s 
Government, or advantage to the 
Colony. I commend it to your 
earnest thought. For my own part 
I am convinced that on certain 
terms, which I believe it would not 
be difficult to arrange, this Colony 
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may derive substantial benefit from 
such an Union. But the only man- 
ner in which it can be ascertained 
whether Canada will agree to such 
arrangements as will suit us, is to 
propose such as we would be ready 
to accept. With the assistance of 
my Council, I have prepared a 
scheme which I shall cause to be 
laid before you. Resolutions 
framed upon that basis will enable 
me to communicate with the Goy- 
ernment of Canada and ascertain 
whether they will be willing to 
accede to our propositions. 

While the views of Her Majesty’s 
Government have been clearly and 
forcibly expressed upon this ques- 
tion, I am sure there is no desire to 
urge the Union, except in accord- 
ance with its general acceptance by 
British subjects in the Colony. I 
do not, therefore, propose that any 
terms agreed upon by the Govern- 
ment of Canada should be finally 
accepted, until ratified by the gen- 
eral verdict of the community, so 
far as that can be ascertained 
through another Council, of which 
the Unofficial Members shall have 
been re-elected. 

Before proceeding to the consideration of 
the subject, I will reply in a very few words 
to the speech of the Hon. Attorney General. 
The Hon. gentleman laid great stress upon 
the consolidation of British interests on this 
Coast, but I say, Sir, that however much we 
are in favour of consolidating British inter- 
ests, our own interests must come first, Im- 
perial interests can well afford to wait. We 
are invited to settle this question now and 
for ever, but I say that we are not called 
upon to do so; the matter will come before 
the people after the proposed terms have 
been submitted to the Dominion Govern- 
ment, and it will very likely happen that, if 
these terms are rejected and others of a 
mean nature substituted by the Government 
of Canada for the consideration of the 
people of this Colony, other issues may 
come up at the polls, and amongst them, the 
question whether there is no other place to 
which this Colony can go but Canada; 
whatever may be the result of the present 
vote, it is impossible to deny the probability 
of the less being absorbed by the greater; and 
it cannot be regarded as improbable that 
ultimately, not only this Colony, but the 
whole of the Dominion of Canada will be 
absorbed by the United States. The Hon. 
Attorney General has not attempted to prove 
the advantages which will result from Con- 
federation, he has contented himself with 
vague assertions of advantages. 

The question is only brought down by the 
Governor in consequence of the Despatch of 
Lord Granville; all we have to do is to agree 
to a series of Resolutions. It is not pre- 
tended that it is the voice of the people, or 
the voice of this Council. It is well under- 
stood that it is a Government measure. And 
we all know what that means—it means that 


this series of Resolutions is to be passed— 
And we have it from the Governor that he 
desires to send these Resolutions to Canada; 
they will not go, they are not intended to go, 
as the opinion of the people, but when cer- 
tain terms have been agreed upon between 
the Government of this Colony and the 
Dominion Parliament, they will come back 
to the people for ratification. It remains 
then for the people to organise, so as to be 
ready at the proper time to give their verdict, 
for the responsibilities will ultimately rest 
with the people, and it is for them to say 
whether they will have Confederation or not. 

I do think, Sir, that the question ought to 
have been an open one. 

Her Majesty’s Government ought not to 
have interfered, they are not justified in 
interfering in business which we could very 
well manage for ourselves. 

I feel certain that His Excellency will act 
uprightly, fairly, honestly, and generously, 
by, and for, the Colony [hear hear]; and, 
Sir, I fully believe that if these terms are 
declined now, in any future negotiations that 
may take place, if the people support the 
Governor, no terms will be accepted, or ever 
proposed, which would lead to this Colony 
being sacrificed to Canada, and that the 
people will have every opportunity afforded 
them to organise for the final vote when the 
time arrives for the settlement of this ques- 
tion “finally and forever,” as the Honourable 
Gentleman has put it. 

I see no reason, Sir, why Her Majesty’s 
Government should interfere with our af- 
fairs, there is no reason that the Members 
of this Council should be coerced. 

The desire of Her Majesty's Government 
is in reality a command to the Executive. 

A new Election ought to have been called 
before this question was brought on; but 
there is one satisfaction left us, it is that Her 
Majesty’s Government have left the terms 
to the Colony. 

It is for the people to use that power 
rightly, wisely, and well, to see that Con- 
federation means the welfare and progress 
of the Colony. 

Now, Sir, in the first place, it is necessary 
for the people to see that Confederation 
must be for the general good of the Colony. 

I am opposed to this question being 
brought down now. 

I believe it to be most inopportune. It is 
believed by most people that this Colony is 
on the verge of great changes. That the new 
gold discoveries will bring a large population 
to this Colony, and that the slight despon- 
dency which now exists will be swept away, 
and that this Colony will once more enter 
upon an era of prosperity not inferior to 
that which belonged to it a few years ago. 

I say, Sir, that this is an inopportune period 
to bring this question up, because when that 
population which is expected arrives, our 
position to negotiate for terms will be much 
better, because with a larger population and 
greater prosperity, we may demand far bet- 
ter terms than now, and, Sir, it is my firm 
conviction that if prosperity comes shortly 
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the people of this Colony will not desire to 
change certainty for uncertainty. 

Another reason there is that we ought to 
wait until after 1871; in that year Canada 
has to take a census of the population, and 
when that is taken we shall know the amount 
of the debt per head. I have no doubt it is 
greater now than when Confederation was 
first inaugurated. It is increasing, and I 
believe that instead of 22 cents per head it 
will now be 25 cents. 

I should like, then, to wait until after 
1871, because we shall then have a better 
opportunity of knowing the financial condi- 
tion of those with whom we would connect 
ourselves. 

It is inopportune, also, for the reason that 
the present difficulties in the Red River 
Settlement are sufficient to cause us great 
anxiety. I will not take up the time of this 
House by inquiring whether the people of 
that Territory are right or wrong. I know 
not, and shall not discuss the question: but 
this I do know, that if they induce the In- 
dians to join them it will cause a great delay 
in the settlement of that country; and we do 
not even yet know that the Red River Settle- 
ment will prove so inviting to emigration as 
is reported. Again, Sir, I may state that 
Confederation, so far as it has at present 
gone, is but a mere experiment. It is nothing 
more or less than an experiment. And I 
believe that considerable dissatisfaction has 
resulted from it. If we wait a little longer 
before seeking to enter within its pale our- 
selves, we shall know better about the faults 
of its machinery, and perhaps be able to 
learn what are its drawbacks, and how we 
can best avoid them. These, Sir, are good and 
sufficient reasons for delay. It is absurd to 
attempt to ally ourselves with a people 3,000 
miles away, without any settlement of the 
intervening country, with no communication 
except through the United States, and with 
no telegraphic communication. Canada is 
for all practical purposes further removed 
from us to-day than England, we know less 
about her. When we asked for a copy of the 
Canadian Tariff we were told that there was 
no copy to be had. [“Yes, yes,” from Hon. 
Members.] No official copy then. 

This, then, shows forcibly the intimate 
nature of the relations subsisting between us. 
When we desire to refer to the Canadian 
Year book, a most useful work, which dur- 
ing the present discussion ought to be in the 
hands of every member, we find but two 
copies. This, again, shows the extent of our 
communication with Canada. Her Majesty’s 
Government seem to think that they know 
best what is for our interest, and it seems 
much as if they said to us “You are a Crown 
Colony, and you ought to remain one. You 
are not fit to govern yourselves; we do not 
want you; we will hand you over to Canada.” 

I would rather that we were governed from 
Downing Street. It is not, in my opinion, 
mecessary or desirable that this Colony 
should be Confederated with Canada. And 
now, Sir, let us glance at this Colony. I 
need not dilate upon what is known to all. 
I maintain Sir, that this Colony is one of the 


richest portions of the world’s surface; that 
it has unlimited supplies of lumber and 
spars; that it possesses coal, gold, and other 
minerals in abundance; that her waters teem 
with fish; that it is rich in everything. Take 
the climate; it is far better than that of 
England, far more temperate, far more 
bright and sunny, and, I may fairly add, far 
more healthy. 

We are asked by the Honourable the At- 
torney General why the Country does not 
get on; and I will now proceed to tell you, 
Sir, why the Country has not prospered as it 
ought to have done. It is because the Gov- 
ernment has paid too little attention to the 
acquisition of population. One very great 
drawback to its progress and the settlement 
of its land, is its proximity to the United 
States, that proximity is one of the chief 
reasons that it has not been peopled as it 
would have been; when we look at the 
energy and enterprise there, and at the field 
which the United States offers for Emigrants 
and the enterprising of all nations, how can 
we wonder that that Country is preferred to 
ours, and that people when they become 
dissatisfied here, should leave for the United 
States. The United States hem us in on 
every side, it is the Nation by which we exist, 
it is the Nation which has made this Colony 
what it is, but, nevertheless, it is one of our 
greatest drawbacks. We do not enjoy her 
advantages, nor do we profit much by them; 
we do not share her prosperity, and we are 
far too small to be her rival. The effect of 
a large body and a small body being brought 
into contact, is, that the larger will attract 
the smaller, and ultimately absorb it [“yes, 
yes,” and “no, no.”]} 

[Hon. Member for Kootenay—How about 
Switzerland?] 

I say more, Sir, I say that the United 
States will probably ultimately absorb both 
this Colony and the Dominion of Canada 
[“no, no, no,” from Mr. Trutch, Mr. Crease, 
and others]. Canada will in all probability 
find it quite as much to her advantage to 
join her ultimately, as we do now to join the 
Dominion. I say, Sir, that one cause of our 
want of prosperity has been the neglect of 
acquisition of population, and particularly of 
agricultural population. The next cause is 
that we have driven people out of the 
Colony. 

I need only allude to our having deposed 
the Free Trade system. That deposition took 
population out of the Colony which has 
never been replaced, there was a depopula- 
tion of the Cities without any attempt having 
been made to obtain a substitute rural popu- 
lation; we are now asked to undergo another 
revolution which will ruin our farmers, and 
do no sort of good to those engaged in 
commercial pursuits. 

I do not intend, Sir, to follow the details 
of the proposed terms at present, but there 
seem items which I must notice. 

I hold in my hands the published returns 
of the Custom House receipts for last year, 
and this document shows plainly, that no 
less than a half a million of dollars are sent 
out of the Colony every year for the purchase 
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of agricultural productions, wheat, barley, 
flour, and cattle, all of which, considering 
the fertility of our soil, its abundance, the 
magnificent, salubrious, healthy, sunny, and 
more than temperate climate, we ought to 
produce ourselves; this Colony probably 
raises another half million’s worth. If we 
adopt the Canadian Tariff we shall throw 
away this million of dollars, that is, the half 
million which we raise, and the half million 
which can be raised, and for what? For the 
sake of problematical benefits which some 
think likely to arise from Confederation. If 
Confederation should come and bring with 
it the Tariff of Canada, and it will do so, the 
great inducements which we now have to 
attract population, will be taken away. So 
far from Confederation benefiting the com- 
mercial community, I say it is much rather 
calculated to do them harm. No doubt if 
public works are undertaken, as we are told 
will be the case under Confederation, em- 
ployment will be given for a time, but the 
supplies required will come from the United 
States, and our public works will actually be 
of more benefit to the United States, during 
their construction, than this Colony. What 
we want, is an enlarged outlet for our re- 
sources. We want markets for our coal and 
lumber, we want our local industries fostered, 
and all of these can be obtained by a judi- 
cious arrangement of our own Tariff. Next, 
we want agricultural population, and any 
increase of this kind of population must 
depend upon the encouragement given. If 
our agricultural interests are left without 
encouragement, we shall not get an increased 
agricultural population; and, therefore, the 
country will not reap so much benefit from 
public works, as the supplies will come from 
the United States. 

We shall find it difficult, Sir, to get a 
Tariff from Canada that will suit us, and I 
think that I shall be able to show you, Sir, 
that Confederation will not produce popula- 
tion. Anything that deprives this Colony of 
the power of protecting the local industries 
and interests of the Colony, and of regulating 
and fostering its commerce and trade, can- 
not be otherwise than dangerous and injuri- 
ous to the country. 

I feel perfectly sure, Sir, that if Confeder- 
ation should come, bringing with it the Tariff 
of Canada, not only will the farmers be 
ruined, but our independence will be taken 
away; it will deprive our local industries of 
the protection now afforded them, and will 
inflict other burdens upon them; it will not 
free trade and commerce from the shackles 
which now bind them, and will deprive the 
Government of the power of regulating and 
encouraging those interests upon which the 
prosperity of the Colony depends. 

There can be no permanent or lasting 
union with Canada, unless terms be made to 
promote and foster the material and pecuni- 
ary interests of this Colony. The only link 
which binds this Colony to Canada is Im- 
perial. The people must be better off under 
Confederation than alone, or they will not 
put up with it. We are told, Sir, that public 
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works are to be undertaken. I answer that 
they may do good to some, but the supplies 
both of food and raiment will come from 
the United States, who will in reality reap 
the lion’s share of the benefit; and, what is 
more, aS soon as the money was expended 
the people would begin to consider whether 
they were equally well off under Confedera- 
tion, as they might be under another Gov- 
ernment; and if a change should be desired, 
it is perfectly plain that Canada cannot use 
force to keep the people of this Colony 
within the Dominion, they must be better 
off under Confederation than alone, or they 
will not stop in the Confederacy. 

Our true course, Sir, judging from the 
statistics is not to look to Canada, but to 
seek to extend our markets for our natural 
productions, and to obtain an agricultural 
productive population. I say, Sir, that there 
is no necessity for us to join Canada; we 
can get on very well by ourselves at present. 

The Hon. Attorney General says Canada 
will take over our debts, but I say, Sir, that 
our debt in proportion to our population is 
very little more per head than that of Can- 
ada. When I state this, I mean that Indians 
are very large consumers and producers, and 
ought to be reckoned with the population. 
Our expenses will soon be much smaller. 
What I mean, Sir, is, that at the end of 1871, 
this Colony will save $50,000, for one of the 
loans will have expired, thus saving us 
$36,000, and floating loans will be funded, 
ane we shall save ten or twelve thousand by 
that. 

I shall not go into the question of Canada 
being able to defend this Colony; I do not 
believe, Sir, that Canada is able to defend 
itself. Great Britain has taken away her 
standing army. Canada will very soon be 
required to pay for the few troops that are 
left, and in the next place they will be asked 
to contribute to the expense of keeping up 
the navy. 

Confederation would make the Dominion 
territorially greater, but would in case of 
war, be a source of weakness. It is people, 
not territory, that makes a country strong and 
powerful. To be strong, the union must be 
of people, and in my opinion that condition 
is wanting. I feel certain that Her Majesty’s 
Government has no wish to be put to the 
expense of defending the country. No wish 
to be involved in quarrels with the United 
States. No wish to keep Canada depending 
upon her support, but rather a wish to force 
her into independence, to get rid of her 
altogether. 

I am opposed to Confederation, because it 
will not serve to promote the industrial 
interests of this Colony, but on the contrary, 
it will serve to ruin many, and thus be detri- 
mental to the interest and progress of the 
country. I say that Confederation will be 
injurious to the Farmers, because protection 
is necessary to enable them to compete with 
farmers of the United States. The Tariff 
and Excise Laws do not supply that. They 
will be inimical to brewers. 
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Inimical to the Spar Trade; 

Inimical to Fisheries; 

Inimical to Whaling Pursuits; 

Inimical to Spar and Lumber Business. 

Turn to the Canadian Tariff and you will 
find grain admitted free. I maintain that if 
the tariff now imposed upon cereals and 
agricultural produce be taken away, farmers 
of this Colony will be brought into com- 
petition with the farmers of the United 
States, and will succumb [Mr. DeCosmos— 
Lower Country Farmers]. Yes, and here 
the Resolutions are silent where they ought 
to be loudest. 

I shall not attempt to prove that farmers 
did not prosper under Free Trade; be that 
as it may, they are now prosperous and be- 
coming rich. There is no better advertise- 
ment for population than the fact of the 
present prosperity of the farmers. Take 
away that prosperity, and you do away with 
the chief inducement which you have for 
agricultural population. 

I go on to brewers, and these interests, 
though in point of fact small, are in propor- 
tion as large with us, as larger interests 
would be to a larger population; moreover, 
we, having so small a population cannot 
afford to risk a change, because we cannot 
recuperate quickly. Under the Canadian law 
a brewer must take out a brewer’s and 
malster’s license, and has to pay one cent 
per pound on all malt made, and as there 
is an average amount of 1,248,000 pounds 
of malt consumed in the year, the average 
duty would amount to $12,680 per annum, 
in addition to which they will have to pay 
a malster’s and brewer’s license. The duty 
upon that amount of malt now is $3,750. 
Confederation therefore will increase the 
malt duty by nearly $9,000. Brewers would 
probably buy all their malt from abroad or 
cease to brew, especially when we take into 
consideration the annoyances connected with 
the bonding system. You will see, Sir, that 
this quantity of malt would take 500 acres 
of land to raise it, so that in addition to 
injuring the brewers, the farmers are also 
injured. 

Under the Canadian Law, salmon must 
not be taken at the mouth of any river when 
they are going up for the purpose of spawn- 
ing. We all know that they must be taken. 
If we are not allowed to catch them as they 
go up we should never get them at all. They 
never come down again; they go up to die. 

Again, according to Canadian Law, whales 
must not be taken by means of bombs or 
firearms: and I am told they cannot be 
taken without firearms in these waters, so 
that under Confederation whales would be 
free to spout as they pleased. 

Under Canadian Law, tobacco cannot be 
grown without excise duty: it has to be 
bonded, and its cultivation would be aban- 
doned. Alkaline soil suits the tobacco plant, 
and I have very little doubt that tobacco 
could be grown profitably in many parts of 
British Columbia [Hon. Holbrook —It is 
grown]; but the excise duty. 


When we come to lumber we find that 
there is an export duty on logs of $1 per 
1000 feet: this will affect the spar business. 
{Hon. Barnard—No, it will not affect spars; 
the duty is upon logs only, which is cut into 
lumber, and is a protection to Canadian 
Lumber Mills.] 

I have now, Sir, given you reasons why 
the general interests of the Colony will not 
be promoted. Farmers, Brewers, the Lumber 
Trade, and the Fisheries will not be bene- 
fited; who will? Canada will take no coal 
nor lumber from us, and will not increase 
our trade at all; but they will take our 
money, and much of that money derived 
from the very fact that we have to pay more 
for Canadian manufactures than the Eastern 
Provinces, or rather we are obliged to pay 
duties upon foreign articles, simply because 
we cannot obtain Canadian, and yet we are 
told that Confederation will reduce our tax- 
ation. Our Tariff is as low as that of 
Canada, save upon spirits and tobacco. 

It would be absurd for us to sacrifice our 
interests in order that laws may be made for 
us by a people who know little of our con- 
dition and wants, and who in fact must 
necessarily legislate for the greater number— 
the people of the Atlantic Provinces. It is 
dangerous to place ourselves at the disposal 
of superior numbers. 

I believe, Sir, that we are quite capable 
of making laws for ourselves. 

If we are united, or rather absorbed, every- 
thing will centralize in Canada, and the 
whole country will be tributary to Canada. 
The number of Representatives sent to Ot- 
tawa from other places would overwhelm 
the number sent from British Columbia. 
Even in the matter of appropriations, where 
the scramble always is, this Colony would 
be overborne: we should be laughed at by 
the victors for our pretensions. It is the 
case in all other Colonies, and would be 
here. 

It is absurd to suppose that the same laws, 
whether civil, commercial, or industrial will 
be found equally advantageous to all parts 
of this great Continent. It manifestly can- 
not be so; the conditions are different. We 
know what is best for ourselves, and are 
able to legislate to effect that. We have no 
wish to pay Canada to do our legislation. 

No union between this Colony and Canada 
can permanently exist, unless it be to the 
material and pecuniary advantage of this 
Colony to remain in the union. The sum of 
the interests of the inhabitants is the interest 
of the Colony. The people of this Colony 
have, generally speaking, no love for Can- 
ada; they care, as a rule, little or nothing 
about the creation of another Empire, King- 
dom, or Republic; they have but little senti- 
mentality, and care little about the distinc- 
tions between the form of Government of 
Canada and the United States. 

Therefore no union on account of love 
need be looked for. The only bond of union 
outside of force—and force the Dominion 
has not—will be the material advantage of 
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the country and pecuniary benefit of the 
inhabitants. Love for Canada has to be 
acquired by the prosperity of the country, 
and from our children. 

I say, Sir, it is absurd for us to ally our- 
selves with a people with whom we have, 
and can have, no communication. The 
Tariff and Excise Laws of Canada will ruin 
the dominiznt interests of this Colony, and we 
are told that those laws must rule according 
to the conditions of the “British North 
America Act.” A Tariff perhaps excellent to 
the Eastern Provinces, is ruin to British Co- 
lumbia. Our Tariff imposes a large duty on 
spirits, and a duty on agricultural produce. 
The Canadian Tariff imposes none on agri- 
cultural produce, and a small duty on spirits. 

If we are Confederated with Canada we 
become its tributary, and in all that concerns 
us chiefly Canada has to act for us. In all 
our chief concerns, commerce, shipping, and 
mercantile laws, agriculture, trade, naviga- 
tion, fisheries, currency, banking—Canada 
tules. She may tax us to any extent, and in 
any manner she pleases, so that it is quite 
possible we may have export duties on gold 
and coal. 

All such things as require money for their 
performance are left for the Colony to 
provide; those that require intellect are sup- 
plied by Canada. 

The expense to Canada is constantly de- 
creasing, her revenue constantly increasing. 
The expense of the Local Government on the 
other hand, is constantly increasing, and out 
of proportion to any increase of its revenue. 

Is it necessary that we should pay for the 
intellect of Canada? Is our own not as 
good? Do we not know what is best for 
ourselves? Cannot we do all as well as 
they? Cannot we pay our Colonial intellect 
to do our business well, instead of theirs to 
to it badly? 

The very means by which we ought to 
make our roads are taken from us, so that, 
as time rolls on, we shall have to provide 
other taxes, and raise loans for the purpose. 
The other countries have gone into Con- 
federation with roads ready made, and large 
loans and large debts. 

It is not fair to put this country upon a 
footing of its present population; on its pres- 
ent income; a future income ought to be 
calculated upon. 

I do not think it wise to ruin the present 
population for the sake of the future. 

Remember that to have a population, that 
population must be able to live. Confedera- 
tion will ruin the farmer, and destroy at 
once the greatest inducement to immigration; 
will ruin the brewer and the fisheries; do no 
good to commerce; afford no larger market 
for lumber, coal, or anything else; in fact 
do a great deal of harm and no good, save 
that which is problematical and fanciful. 

In conclusion, I have to say that I sincerely 
trust that our deliberations may result in 
good, and that whatever may be the issue of 
this debate, it may be for the good of the 
Colony. 


I accord most heartily with the learned 

Attorney General in the belief that— 
There’s a Divinity that shapes our 
ends, Rough hew them how we 
may. 

The Hon. Mr. DRAKE, Member for Vic- 
toria City, rose and said, Sir, I will move an 
amendment to the Resolution of the Hon. 
Attorney General—“That the consideration 
of this question be postponed for six 
months.” I need not state, Sir, that I have 
always been opposed to Confederation, I 
have consistently opposed Confederation on 
any terms up to the present time, and I do 
not see any reason now to change my opin- 
ion. I do not say that Confederation must 
be bad for all time, the time may come when 
it will be a benefit or a necessity; but at 
present, I do not believe that Confederation 
would be a benefit to British Columbia. The 
time has not yet arrived for it. I was sent 
to this Council as an opponent of Con- 
federation. I oppose it from conviction, and 
I shall still continue to oppose it. 

The question of Confederation has been 
advocated by certain parties for some years 
past, and why? 

Because there has been a general feeling 
of dissatisfaction throughout the Colony, a 
general feeling of pressure from heaxy tax- 
ation on a daily diminishing basis. The 
people have been suffering under a desire for 
change; that is what is at the bottom of this 
discussion. 

Confederation has been discussed outside, 
in the public press, and in other places, and 
now after years of agitation by secret and 
unknown partizans, it has cropped up in this 
Council as a Government measure. I know, 
Sir, that I have no chance of carrying this 
amendment. I have not the slightest hope 
of carrying it, but I move it with the view of 
bringing the question fairly before the public. 
I should deeply regret that this Council 
should be able to bind the Colony for ever. 
The question is one of the greatest magni- 
tude, greater by far than any other which 
has ever come before this Legislature. I 
am glad that it must hereafter be referred 
to another Council, the majority of whose 
members will have to come before the people 
for election. I think, however, that it is 
waste of time to bring this measure before 
this Council. 

There are some points in Confederation, 
I admit, which are worthy of consideration, 
or would be under different circumstances. 
The idea of consolidating the British Posses- 
sions on this Continent, is an idea which is 
likely to carry people away. The idea of 
assisting to found a large and wide spreading 
country might be dazzling to some. But if 
we are to be turned over to Canada with no 
change in our form of Government, no 
alteration in the management of our political 
affairs, where is the advantage of any 
change. It will simply be a change from 
“King Stork” to “King Log.” The Officials 
will be chosen by the Dominion Government 
instead of the Crown; we should be trans- 
ferred from the rule of Statesmen at Down- 
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ing Street to that of Politicians at Ottawa. 
[“No, no,” from Mr. DeCosmos]. All our 
political rights will be taken away, the whole 
of the legislation will pass out of our hands 
into that of the Dominion at Ottawa; those 
laws upon which we shall be entitled to pass 
an opinion, will be much of the same nature 
as those upon which a municipality or vestry 
may vote; but which are beneath the dignity 
of a Colony. All power of raising taxes, 
except as the Hon. Member for the District 
reminds me, for provincial purposes, we shall 
be subject to the provisions of the Organic 
Act, which we have no power to change. 
Any terms which we can impose, must be 
subject to the provisions of the “British 
North America Act.” My position, there- 
fore, is correct, when I say that our power 
will not exceed that of a municipality. We 
are told that we are not fit for Representa- 
tive Institutions or Responsible Government. 
Then we shall go into the Dominion as a 
Crown Colony—bound hand and foot. The 
few Members that will represent us at Ot- 
tawa, will not have the power to do anything 
for us. I do not trust the Politicians of 
Ottawa. I do not desire to give them the 
power to raise money upon our vast and 
rich territory, whilst we should get nothing 
from Canada in return. I would rather 
remain as we are, with some change and 
modification in our Government. 

I admit that Confederation offers great 
advantages to those Provinces which are 
contiguous to Canada; there they have a 
mutuality of interests; they are able to use 
the products of the Dominion; they have 
community of interests; and there is no 
extent of wild, unsettled country between 
them and the seat of Government. We are 
divided by upwards of 4,000 miles from 
Halifax, 2,000 of which is an unknown 
wilderness. Some explorers who have travel- 
led by that route say, that the greater part 
of the country is alkaline and unfit for settle- 
ment. There is, no doubt, a large tract of 
fertile land in the valley of the Saskatchewan, 
but much of the intervening territory is 
unknown. I ask, Sir, is not our position as 
a territory of Great Britain, far in advance 
of what it would be as a Province of the 
Dominion? Will not the change operate dis- 
advantageously? 

We know that our interests can hardly 
conflict with those of Great Britain; can we 
say the same as regards the Dominion. 
Canada is hampered by her vast territory, 
and the larger that territory becomes, the 
greater her weakness will be. But, Sir, I 
ask of what use is this vast territory, unpeo- 
pled and uncultivated. Canada wants popu- 
lation and capital, this Colony wants the 
same. Upon looking at the returns of 
population, I find that two-thirds of the emi- 
grants go over the border to the United 
States, and many native-born Canadians go 
to the United States, because they find there 
a more genial climate, and more work to do. 
If Canada teemed with population like Eng- 
land, where people cannot find work for their 
hands to do, I could conceive it likely that 





we might acquire population through Can- 
ada, but I cannot see how we can gain popu- 
lation unless a Railway were not only 
commenced, but in such a state of progress 
as to be a means and inducement for popula- 
tion to come into the country, and this is 
not likely, in my opinion, to be the case. I 
have listened to what my Honourable col- 
league has said about the agricultural inter- 
ests, and I entirely coincide with him. Our 
farmers cannot compete with the farmers of 
the United States, under the Canadian Tariff. 
In the United States, farmers are able to get 
everything that they want within their own 
country, whilst here everything comes from 
abroad. Until the farmers of this Colony 
can make everything that they require for 
their own use, they cannot compete with 
those of the United States. We can always 
import American goods, even under a heavy 
duty, cheaper than Canadian goods, and this, 
Sir, will put this Province under a different 
condition as compared with other Provinces. 

Let us then suppose this Confederation 
scheme carried out; we will consider the sac- 
rifice completed, the victim decorated with 
the conditions which have been graciously 
accorded by the more powerful contracting 
party. What will become of our farmers? I 
refer more particularly to the farmers of the 
Island and of the Lower Fraser. This class I 
look upon as the bone and sinew of the coun- 
try. They, Sir, I say, will be driven out of 
their own market by the cheaper productions 
of the States. And, I would ask, what indus- 
try it is supposed will take the place of agri- 
culture? Moreover, Sir, I would ask if we 
be confederated upon these terms, what 
guarantee has the Colony that the terms will 
be carried out? We all know that when com- 
pacts are made between a large and a small 
power, the larger can break the treaty with 
impunity when an emergency arises. Would 
Canada hesitate, in the event of having to 
repel a Fenian invasion, to abandon the Rail- 
way. We have no guarantee that the Domin- 
ion will carry out the terms to which her 
Statesmen may agree. We may be abandoned 
at any time. The benefits of the larger 
Provinces of Canada, will always take pre- 
cedence of those of British Columbia, whose 
Representatives will be in a small minority. 
And I would never consent to Confederation 
on any terms without an Imperial guarantee 
that the terms would be observed and kept. 
History tells us that in a compact between a 
larger and smaller country, the smaller must 
go to the wall. 

I sum up my objections to Confederation 
in a few words: 

At the present time, I think that any terms 
will be inimical to this Colony, on account 
of our distance from Canada; on account of 
the smallness of our population, for we never 
can have an equal vote in the Dominion 
Parliament with other Provinces; on account 
of the danger of our farming interests being 
killed and crushed; and on account of the 
unsettled state of the intervening territory; 
and even if the North West Territory were 
confederated, what advantage would it be to 
us? 
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Our Confederation would be a source of 
weakness to Canada, and to ourselves. 

We are so far separated from Canada, that 
she can only communicate with us by tele- 
graph through the United States, and by 
ships round the southern extremity of the 
American Continent. 

We are told that Confederation is an 
Imperial necessity. We have nothing to do 
with this. We must look to our own inter- 
ests. Confederation is a political idea; it 
may be part of the Imperial policy, but what 
of that. We are told that Great Britain 
desires to get rid of all her Colonies. 

These are serious matters for considera- 
tion, and this question ought not to be dealt 
with as a party measure. I offer these re- 
marks in the hope that any legislation which 
may result from this debate, after it has 
received popular sanction, may be enduring 
and of advantage to the Colony. 

The Hon. Mr. RING, Member for Nanai- 
mo, said—Mr. President, I rise to second the 
amendment of the Hon. Member for Vic- 
toria, and in doing so I abstain from dealing 
with the merits of the question. It appears 
that the Governor wishes to have a popular 
vote upon the question of Confederation. 
I say then, let there be an extended suffrage 
given, so that the voice of the people may be 
heard in this House. I hope that the people 
will have the opportunity of expressing their 
opinion, Aye or No, whether they will have 
Confederation. The people should not be 
bound by what occurs in a Council consti- 
tuted as this is. 

I say, Sir, that the material question for 
decision, is not that of terms. The Govern- 
ment, if this amendment is carried, will have 
the opportunity of hearing the voice of the 
people. On behalf of my constituents I say 
they do not want Confederation, they be- 
lieve that it is undesirable at present. The 
proper way to find out the opinion of the 
country, is for the Governor to give us the 
enlarged representation promised. Let the 
question come before the people in a fair 
way. 

I do not desire to go into the general ques- 
tion of terms of Confederation upon this 
occasion. But I must say, Sir, that these 
resolutions are not based upon the minds of 
the people. I protest, Sir, against the people’s 
name being mixed up with those resolutions. 
I reserve what I have to say on the question 
of terms, and support the amendment of the 
Hon. Member for Victoria, in order that the 
people may have an opportunity of passing 
their vote upon the question of Confedera- 
tion. 

The Hon. Mr. HuMpHREYS, Member for 
Lillooet, moved the adjournment of the 
debate. Withdrawn. 

The Hon. Mr. Rosson, Member for New 
Westminster, rose and said:—Sir, I had in- 
tended to reserve any remarks that I intended 
to offer until the terms submitted by the 
Government were under debate in Commit- 
tee, but I have an objection to the adjourn- 
ment of the debate at this early hour. I 
cannot, however, allow certain expressions 
which have fallen from the Honourable the 





senior Member for Victoria City to pass 
unnoticed. I believe the question for us to 
consider is,—Shall we have Confederation, 
and upon what terms? 

I believe this House is ready to say Aye 
to the first question, and to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the second. 

I am surprised to find an Honourable 
Member of this House, who is a Cabinet 
Minister, expressing his regret that this mea- 
sure has come down to this Council as a 
Government measure. I think that the free- 
dom of his remarks contradicts the idea that 
it is a Government measure, in the sense 
that Government Members must vote for it. 

I was also surprised to hear the Honour- 
able Member, who is a Cabinet Minister, 
say that Confederation would not be the 
only issue at the polls; but that there was 
another place besides Ottawa to which we 
could go. I had hoped that all allusion to 
this matter would have been kept out of this 
debate; for I say, Sir, that this vague lan- 
guage can have but one meaning, particu- 
larly when it is added that the United States 
will ultimately absorb British Columbia, and 
Canada as well. The Honourable Member 
evidently means,—Shall we have Confedera- 
tion, or accept, as an alternative, Annexa- 
tion? As everything that comes from the 
Honourable member is entitled to great 
weight, and especially as he is a Member of 
the Government, I think we have a right to 
know whether that is really the issue or not. 
I had hoped that this debate would have been 
carried through without the necessity of 
making use of the word “Annexation,” but 
as the subject has been dragged in by a 
Member of the Government, I trust I shall 
be pardoned for alluding to it. I say, Sir, 
that if the Government really means to ask 
whether the people desire Confederation or 
another union, let us know it. [“No, no,” 
from the Attorney General and Mr. Trutch.] 
I am at a loss to understand the position of 
the Honourable Member for Victoria. I am 
anxious to have it explained. If he has not 
represented Cabinet views correctly this 
House should be set right. 

Waiving these matters, and assuming that 
the Honourable Member will be able to 
explain the apparent paradox, I pass on to 
the objections raised. I find the Honour- 
able Member distinctly setting himself in 
opposition to Confederation. I will not 
follow him for the purpose of rebutting 
so-called arguments against Confederation. 

The Honourable gentleman tells us that 
Confederation is unnecessary, that this 
Colony is one of the richest spots on the 
face of the earth, with a climate inferior to 
no part of the world,—why should it not 
go on alone? And he tells us that this view 
of the question is taken by the majority of 
the people of the Colony. Why, Sir, the 
Colony has had all this opportunity for 
fifteen years; and what is the fact? Ten 
years ago the Colony had a very much 
larger population than now, and very much 
larger commerce. Are we, then, under 
these circumstances, to ask the people to 
wait and work out their own salvation? 
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But, Sir, in addition, we are told in a State 
paper, that we are not to be allowed to hang 
on to the skirts of Great Britain, like a men- 
dicant’s child. I can hardly reconcile the 
position of manly independence with the 
position of hanging on to unwilling Imperial 
skirts. Rather than that, I would ask for 
union with the Sandwich Islands, or with 
Hindostan. British Columbia has tried long 
enough to get on by herself. After fifteen 
years hard struggle, she finds herself worse 
off than she was at the beginning. Her pro- 
gress has been like that of the crab— 
backward. 

She might make progress, but, unfortun- 
ately, her form of Government has rendered 
progress impossible. I believe that the il- 
liberal form of Government has had much 
to do with keeping away population—with 
driving away population,—and with destroy- 
ing the spirit of manly enterprise of those 
who are here. Apart from its being the 
policy of the British Government to unite all 
the British American Colonies in one great 
Confederation, if we persist in remaining 
alone we shall be told by the Imperial Gov- 
ernment that we are not fit for liberal institu- 
tions, and not prepared for self-government. 
We should get no amelioration. Downing 
Street Officials would say that we are not fit 
for Responsible Government, and that we 
ought to confederate. 

There is no difficulty in showing that 
Confederation will be beneficial to British 
Columbia; that is to say Confederation on 
proper terms. I do not say that Confedera- 
tion would be entirely satisfactory on the 
terms proposed in the Government pro- 
gramme. The terms, although excellent, do 
not go far enough, but I can hardly under- 
stand any man taking the position that under 
those terms, even as they are, Confederation 
would not be beneficial. The public works 
proposed would make the population of the 
Colony double what it is now. No man 
can conceal from himself, looking at the 
question dispassionately, that the construc- 
tion of the Railway alone would bring a very 
great increase to our labouring and produc- 
tive population. 

We are told that the tariff of the Dominion 
would crush our farming and industrial in- 
terests. Why, Sir, that tariff is a little more 
than a third lighter that ours, and would 
relieve us of that one-third of present taxa- 
tion; and our Customs duties, it must be 
borne in mind, are taken by the Dominion 
Government. Although in its present form, 
the tariff would be ill-adapted to some of our 
local interests which we desire to protect, it 
should be remembered that the Canadian 
tariff is now under revision, as regards the 
free admission of American productions; and 
under Confederation we shall in all proba- 
bility have a treaty of reciprocity; or, if not, 
certainly a revised tariff which would meet 
American productions, which now find a 
free market in the Dominion, with a protec- 
tive duty. The argument of the Honourable 
Member with regard to tariff and farming 
interests is then swept away by that fact. 
[Dr. Helmcken—“Is it a fact’?] 


This subject is one of the greatest impor- 
tance. All other questions are overshadowed 
by it. It is the most important one ever 
debated on the British Pacific. It has been 
justly said it is a step for life, for better for 
worse. The question must be approached in 
a fair spirit, and in dealing with it we ought 
to be thoroughly honest with ourselves; and 
in dealing with facts, I hope that allowance 
will be made for what has been said, for I 
believe that much of the present opposition 
arises out of ancient prejudices. Why do we 
find an Honourable gentleman who has 
grown grey in the service of his country, and 
for whom we have respect amounting to 
veneration, talking of centralization of every 
interest under Confederation at Ottawa? 
Does the union of Washington Territory and 
Oregon, with other States of the Great Re- 
public, mean centralization at Washington? 
[Dr. Helmcken, “Yes.”’] 

Then, Sir, where would be the advantage 
of union in that other direction that has been 
alluded to? Certain persons are fond of 
talking about the advantages of Annexation; 
all arguments in its favor can be brought 
with redoubled force in favor of Confedera- 
tion. British Columbia as a member of the 
union would have a Pacific frontage, but only 
in common with other countries of the 
Union. Asa part of the Dominion she would 
have more, for she would be the only outlet 
of the British Confederacy on the Pacific 
Coast. 

Exception has been taken by the Honour- 
able Gentleman to the fishery laws of the 
Dominion; and it is said that the whales and 
salmon will cry out for Confederation to 
protect them. If the Canadian fishery laws 
were enforced in their present form, it is 
possible that the salmon might escape, and 
the whales might spout with impunity; but 
we have a right to expect that the Dominion 
Parliament will adapt these laws to this 
Colony, on the representations of the Mem- 
bers from this Province. It would be absurd 
to suppose that, if the fishery laws of the 
Dominion were inimical to British Columbia, 
they would be enforced; the nature of the 
union will be such as to make the interests 
of this part of the Dominion identical with 
other parts. We cannot suppose that the 
Dominion Parliament would seek to injure 
this Province. A man would not wantonly 
injure the smallest member of his body. He 
could not do so without feeling it. No man 
can neglect or injure any member of his own 
body with impunity. If one member, how- 
ever humble, suffers, all the members will 
suffer with it. Community of interest is the 
best guarantee for fair play to every section. 
The Dominion is made up of Provinces, and 
the prosperity of the Dominion means the 
prosperity of the Provinces of which it is 
composed. 

If we could believe that the Government 
of the Dominion were composed of men of 
so little wisdom as the opponents of Con- 
federation seem to think, I would say do not 
let us join them. But I believe, Sir, and the 
Imperial Government believes, and British 
Columbia believes, that the Government of 
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the Dominion is composed of statesmen. 
And I say, Sir, that since these statesmen 
have grasped the great idea of Confederation, 
they have proved themselves fit to govern an 
empire. I am surprised to find any Hon- 
ourable Member venturing to suggest that 
Canada either could not, or would not, fulfil 
her pledges. The Dominion Government is 
one and the same in this matter with the 
Imperial Government. The Imperial Gov- 
ernment stands at the back of the Dominion 
Government, and will be equally concerned 
in the fulfilment of the stipulations in their 
integrity; and it is time to impugn the honor 
of Canada when she refuses to keep the 
terms. With regard to Nova Scotia, a de- 
parture was made from the terms of Union. 
The Imperial Government, and the Canadian 
Government, considered that certain conces- 
sions ought to be made, and they were made, 
but only to add to the terms in favor of 
Nova Scotia. British Columbia places her- 
self in a false position before Canada, and 
before the world, in saying that there is any 
doubt as to whether the Dominion would 
fulfil the terms. 

With regard again to the tariff. I think 
that the only arguments against Confedera- 
tion worthy of consideration, are against the 
present Canadian Tariff. The Customs Tariff 
is a federal matter, and I confess that the 
arguments against the applicability of the 
present scale to British Columbia, are en- 
titled to notice: but, Sir, as I said before, 
I think these arguments are to a great extent 
met by the fact that we shall have an 
amended tariff, or a reciprocity treaty. But 
if we could hit upon some scheme that, with- 
out infringing the Dominion prerogatives, 
would meet our requirements, it would be 
most desirable, and shall have my hearty 
support. 

In conclusion, Sir, the Government meas- 
ure shall meet with my hearty support, so far 
as it goes. 

It affords me unspeakable gratification to 
find that Government has sent down a meas- 
ure for Confederation which can hardly be 
cavilled at. 

While feeling pleasure in giving a hearty 
general support to this measure, I shall re- 
serve to myself the right to suggest that other 
items shall be placed in the list now before 
the House. 


I believe there are terms of the greatest 
importance which ought to be added. But 
anything that can be added will not meet 
the wishes of the people of this Colony, 
unless the fundamental principle of Self 
Government accompanies them. I believe 
that the Canadians are a great, a wise, and 
a conservative people; but I conceive we 
should be doing a great wrong to ourselves, 
to our children, and to those who are to 
come after us, if we left out Responsible 
Government. 

Suppose, Sir, the case of three persons 
forming a partnership; if the third partner, 
coming in subsequently, should consent to 
leave the management of his private affairs 
to the firm, he would not only be giving up 


his own rights, but he would be throwing 
into the partnership a great element of dis- 
cord. I say then that while Canada neces- 
sarily and properly asks us to surrender the 
larger questions, she does not ask us to 
relinquish our smaller and local rights, and 
if we give them up we shall be doing a 
wanton thing and a great wrong. 

In promising my support, therefore, I 
make this reservation. That, if this Colony 
is to become a Province of Canada, the 
people of British Columbia shall have the 
right to manage their own local affairs as 
fully as every other Province has. For, 
while I agree with the Honourable Junior 
Member for Victoria, that the change from 
Downing Street to Ottawa would be useless 
without a change in the system of Govern- 
ment, I say that it would be most injurious 
to go into Confederation upon terms which 
might inaugurate a fresh era of political 
agitation, which would probably continue 
for a series of years. 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—Sir, I rise for the 
purpose of explaining. 

I deny that I uttered any such thing as 
that the choice would be put to the people 
by the Government between two issues of 
Confederation and any other union. 

But that if the Canadian Government 
refuses to agree to terms equivalent to these, 
but chooses to offer some mean terms for 
consideration, when it comes to the polls the 
people themselves will raise the issue be- 
tween Confederation and the only other 
change which offers itself for consideration. 

The Debate was here adjourned until 
Thursday, at 1 o’clock. 





Thursday, 10th March, 1870. 





The debate was resumed by the Hon. Mr. 
TRuUTCcH, Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, who said:—Mr. President, in rising 
to renew the debate on the question which 
has been brought before the House by the 
Honourable the Attorney General, I desire 
to express my regret that I was prevented 
yesterday, by indisposition, from speaking 
in support of the motion which I had the 
honour to second, because I fear that by the 
delay I may have laid myself open to the 
charge of waiting to reply to objections that 
might be urged against this motion, instead 
of at once supporting it upon positive and 
substantial grounds, as I hold it to be incum- 
bent on those to do who advocate so im- 
portant a measure. I must also ask the 
indulgence of the House if I find it necessary 
to follow the Hon. the Attorney General 
over ground already so fully and ably occu- 
pied by him, as rather than leave out any- 
thing in the history of this question which 
is pertinent to my argument, I will run the 
risk of laying myself open to the charge of 
plagiarism. In the first place, then, I must 
ask you, Sir, to allow me to trace the history 
of Confederation in this Council as shewn 
in the debates which have taken place on the 
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subject. You will find, Sir, that this subject 
was first introduced into this Council on the 
29th of March, 1867, when a Resolution in 
favour of the abstract principle of the Con- 
federation of the British Provinces in North 
America, and expressing the desire that this 
Colony should be allowed the opportunity 
of entering the Dominion, upon fair and 
equitable terms, at some future time, was 
unanimously agreed to. I do not quite take 
the view of the Honourable the Attorney 
General with respect to the discussions that 
have taken place on this question; for, Sir, 
I think that the question is now for the first 
time brought before this House and the 
country in a practical shape, for a full and 
deliberate expression of opinion. The vote 
which was taken in 1867, according to my 
understanding of it at that time, went no 
further than to express a desire on the part 
of the Colony to be confederated with Can- 
ada, when a favourable occasion should 
arrive, and the result of that vote was, I 
believe, the insertion of the clause in the 
“British North America Act,” on which the 
measure we are now discussing is based. 
Again, in 1868, when the Hon. Member for 
District No. 2, introduced a series of Resolu- 
tions setting forth terms on which this Colony 
should be united with Canada, the sense of 
the House, as then expressed, was that we 
were not possessed of sufficient information 
to enable us to come to any practical resolu- 
tion on the subject; and, Sir, when the 
terms and conditions then proposed for the 
consideration of the House are compared 
with those now submitted for your adoption, 
no words are needed to show that the con- 
clusion then arrived at was judicious. 

Last year, again, the subject was intro- 
duced by the Hon. Dr. Davie, to a reluctant 
House. We all felt that there were circum- 
stances which rendered its discussion then in 
this Council inexpedient, although the ques- 
tion of Confederation was even then occu- 
pying public attention to an absorbing extent, 
and had in fact been the test question at the 
elections a short time previously in the 
Districts in this part of the Colony. But 
certain remarks of the Hon. Member for 
Cariboo, in reference to the position of 
Government Members on this question, com- 
pelled the expression of the views of the 
Council on the subject at that time, in a 
Resolution pointing out the practical im- 
possibility of the Union of this Colony with 
Canada, until the North-West Territory was 
amalgamated with the Dominion. 

But now circumstances are entirely 
changed. The Hudson Bay Company’s rights 
in that region, known as the North-West 
Territory, are determined by purchase, and 
that country is practically part of the Domin- 
ion of Canada, for the temporary opposition 
from a certain class of the population of 
the Red River Settlement, to the assumption 
of the Government by the Canadian author- 
ities is passing away, if not by the present 
moment virtually at an end; and treating 
that ebullition of feeling resulting from mis- 
apprehension of the real intention of the 


Dominion Government as passed away, I 
regard it as an established fact that, as 
stated in Lord Granville’s Despatch, our 
boundaries are now conterminous with those 
of Canada. 

But not only is Union with Canada now 
practicable, but, Sir, I regard the present as a 
most opportune moment for its consumma- 
tion. I entirely agree with Hon. Members 
who say that this Colony requires a change. 
In its present depressed state, the Colony 
needs assistance and fresh impetus. There 
are many causes which combine to contribute 
to the depression now observable in the 
country. It has been attributed to the 
present form of Government. Take that as 
one cause if you please; but, Sir, I believe 
it has had very little effect, if any, in pro- 
ducing this result, and you will find many 
other and mightier reasons to account for it. 
Chiefly, I believe with the Hon. Attorney 
General, that this depression is attributable 
to the isolated position of the Colony, and 
to the cold shade thrown over us by the 
neighbourhood of the Territories of the 
United States, from whom we can never 
hope for aid in advancing the interests of 
this Colony whilst under the British Flag. 
The desire for some change is urgent, and 
if we wait for more prosperous times, under 
which to claim better financial terms, we 
may realize the old proverb of the “Horse 
starving whilst the grass is growing.” Besides, 
Sir; on reference to the terms now proposed 
for the consideration of this House by the 
Government, it will be found that they are 
based not altogether on the present condition 
of the Colony, but somewhat on an antici- 
pated increase of population and prosperity; 
and I suppose we might wait many years 
before such a measure of prosperity would 
accrue to us, as to entitle us to ask better 
financial terms than are included in these 
Resolutions. 

I believe the time, then, to be opportune, 
and I think that there is every reason to 
suppose that the present Government of the 
Dominion is now desirous and ready to grant 
us fair and liberal terms. 

I believe, Sir, the Canadian Government 
are favourably disposed towards us, and pre- 
pared to go to the utmost of their ability in 
all reasonable matters to enable us to join 
the Confederation. The policy and wishes 
of the Imperial Government too in the same 
direction are clearly enunciated in Earl Gran- 
ville’s despatch; and we are fortunate in 
having now at the head of the Executive a 
Governor admirably adapted by his ability 
and experience to take charge, on our behalf, 
of negotiations for our union with the Do- 
minion, and to whom the interests of the 
community may confidently be entrusted. 

And that brings me, Sir, to this point. 
That in its first introduction into this Coun- 
cil, this measure must necessarily be a 
Government measure. The constitution of 
this House renders it imperative that the 
initiatory steps should be taken by the 
Government, although the final acceptance 
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of the terms will properly rest with the 
people. The policy of the Imperial Govern- 
ment has been clearly stated: it encourages 
us to amalgamate our interests with Canada, 
and points out the advantages to be thus 
obtained, and nothing that I could add would 
enunciate more clearly than that document 
the grounds on which Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, on behalf of this Colony, favour 
Confederation. 

This leads me to remark on the part that 
has been taken in reference to this question 
by the Official Members of this House, 
especially by the Executive Officers. Our 
position has been misapprehended, or if not 
misapprehended, it has been misrepresented, 
and I feel it my duty to allude to the false 
impressions which have been spread abroad 
on this subject. It has been stated that the 
Official Members have been obstructive to 
Confederation, with regard to their own of- 
ficial positions and interests. But this is not 
the fact. On a matter so clearly involving 
a question of Imperial policy, we were not 
at liberty to anticipate the views of the Home 
Government, which have now for the first 
time been distinctly made public. The Hon. 
Attorney General and myself have consis- 
tently affirmed the principle of Confedera- 
tion; and we have always felt that we could 
safely confide our personal interests to the 
care of the Imperial Government, whose ser- 
vants we are. To Her Majesty’s Government 
those interests are entrusted by the Resolu- 
tions proposed for your adoption; and, Sir, 
we are well satisfied that this question as it 
affects us personally should so depend. We 
have been right, Sir, I believe, in not antici- 
pating the views of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, for the terms of union now submitted 
for your adoption prove the wisdom of the 
course which we have pursued; and in the 
exercise of caution we have shewn ourselves 
the truest friends of the Colony, even though 
we have not appeared to be the most en- 
thusiastic advocates of Confederation. 

This, then, is a Government measure, as 
the Honourable the senior Member for Vic- 
toria City has told you; and as I hold it is 
of necessity a Government measure. This 
scheme is propounded by the Government, 
as the guardians of the interests of this 
infant Colony, and I stand here as a member 
of the Government to support the Resolu- 
tions which are now before you; and I 
sincerely trust that they will be adopted by 
this Council. But His Excellency has told 
us that the ultimate acceptance or rejection 
of the terms of union with Canada, after 
they have been submitted to the Dominion 
Government, shall be left to the popular 
voice of this Country. 

I will now, Sir, come to the consideration 
of what Confederation is in the abstract, as 
I understand it. It is the union and con- 
solidation of British interests in British Ter- 
ritory on this Continent, for the security and 
advancement of each Province individually, 
and of the whole collectively, under the 
continued support of the British Flag. A 


great idea of great minds, which have thus 
given a practical refutation to that doctrine 
of “America for the United States” known 
as the “Munro doctrine,” held by leading 
politicians of the States south of us; and on 
this account, if on no other grounds, the 
principle of Confederation deserves the sup- 
port of every British heart in the Colony. 

I am now brought to a subject which I 
should not have known how to approach, 
but for the bridge thrown over for me by 
the Hon. Member for Victoria yesterday. 
By that Hon. Member the suggestion of a 
closer union with another country—with the 
United States in fact,—and the possibility 
that at the next General Election such an 
union might be presented as an alternative 
to Confederation with Canada, was intro- 
duced in so palpable a manner, that I should 
feel myself derelict to my duty as a Member 
of the Executive and as a Member of this 
Council if I did not refer to it. 

Mr. President, I should do violence to 
my best feelings were I to refrain from 
availing myself of this opportunity of paying 
my humble tribute of respect and esteem for 
the people of that great Republic. [“Hear, 
hear,” from all sides.] No one can better 
appreciate than I do the high and eminent 
qualities which characterise that great Na- 
tion, and especially that national feeling— 
that love of country, so worthy of our 
imitation—for which they have made such 
sacrifices. It has been my fortune to pass 
several years in the United States, and to 
have formed there some of the most valued 
friendships of my life, so that my acquain- 
tance with Americans has led me to form a 
most appreciative estimate of their social 
and domestic relations, of which I can not 
speak in terms of too much praise. But my 
experience of the political institutions of 
that Country only led me to prize our own 
more highly, and made me more than ever 
an Englishman; and I rejoice at the oppor- 
tunity now afforded me of raising my voice 
against any movement tending in the direc- 
tion of incorporating this Country with the 
United States. 

I must now make passing allusion to a 
petition gotten up in some mysterious way, 
looked upon here at first as a mere joke; so 
insignificant that it would not be worthy of 
notice but for the use made of it elsewhere. 
It has been represented in other quarters as 
expressing the views of a great portion of 
this community. It has been so represented 
in very high quarters, and I therefore notice 
it; and in doing so I feel compelled to state 
that, so far as I could learn, it was signed by 
a very small number of people—forty-two 
I believe in all—many of whom were aliens, 
and most of whom were foreign-born sub- 
jects, and who appear to have been generally 
actuated by prejudice, based upon a lack of 
information respecting Canada and the Ca- 
nadians, and not by any regard for the 
permanent benefit of the community. But 
as this petition has been followed up by the 
publication of letters and by a discussion in 
the newspapers, which we cannot blink, as 
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to what has been termed the Annexation of 
this Colony to the United States; and as 
allusion was made to it, by an inuendo at 
all events, in this Council yesterday, I feel 
bound to express my opinion of what our 
position would be under any such union as 
has been hinted at. 

If British Columbia were placed in the 
same position as Washington Territory, we 
should be absolutely without representation 
—for that Territory has one representative in 
Congress it is true, but he has no vote—and 
all our Officials would come from Washing- 
ton. Annexation to the United States would 
also entail on us largely increased taxation, 
and would most materially affect an interest 
which the Hon. Member for Victoria told 
you would suffer most from Confederation. 
Why, Sir, under the union suggested, our 
farmers would be brought into direct compe- 
tition with the farmers of Washington Terri- 
tory and Oregon, and then our agricultural 
interests would be indeed annihilated. Again, 
if this country were American Territory you 
would have the whole influence of San Fran- 
cisco brought to bear against the mercantile 
interests of Victoria; no hope could we have 
of building up a port here to rival San 
Francisco; no, Sir, you would never see a 
foreign vessel in these waters. I see no 
advantages in the suggestion; I have heard 
none pointed out, unless it be the question- 
able expectation that American capital might 
buy up the real estate in and around Vic- 
toria, and so give the present holders the 
opportunity of realizing their property into 
money and then leave the country to its 
fate. But in this hope, Sir, I believe they 
would be egregiously disappointed. I will not 
pursue the subject any further; Annexation 
is entirely out of the question, and I should 
not have dared to allude to it, but for the 
introduction of the subject by another Hon- 
ourable Member yesterday. What do these 
foreign petitioners propose to transfer? 
Themselves? Their own property? No; not 
themselves, nor that which belong to them, 
but the whole Colony, the soil of this vast 
domain which belongs to the Crown and the 
people of England; this I regard as treason- 
able. In supporting Confederation I sup- 
port the flag I serve. I say that loyalty is no 
exploded idea, call it a sentiment if you will; 
life is nothing without sentiment; everyone 
whose soul is not dead must cling to love of 
Country and attachment to her flag, as one 
of the most cherished sentiments of the heart, 
and I regard loyalty as one of the most 
deep-rooted and highly prized treasures of 
the human breast. [“Hear, hear,” from 
all sides.] 

Bear with me, Sir, while I tell now what I 
think Confederation is not. I don’t think it 
necessarily means Responsible Government, 
or, as an Honourable Member at the other 
end of the House has put it, that it means 
getting rid of Government Officials. If that 
Honourable Member’s desire is to be rid of 
the present incumbents of office so that 
others may take their place, I think it prob- 
able that his wishes in this respect may be 


gratified through Confederation: and in that 
case I could only hope that the change would 
be beneficial to the Colony. But I doubt 
much if this measure would receive support 
from this Council on those grounds; and at 
all events the Honourable Gentleman can- 
not expect much sympathy on that score 
from this side of the House. 

Again, Confederation does not, to my 
mind, mean Responsible Government, as 
some Honourable Members hold. British 
Columbia will assuredly get Responsible 
Government as soon as the proper time 
arrives, aS soon, that is to say, as the com- 
munity is sufficiently advanced in popula- 
tion, and in other respects, to render such a 
form of Government practically workable; 
sooner probably through Confederation, 
than by any other means, and the sooner the 
better I say. But I do not think it desirable 
to fetter or cumber the proposed terms of 
union with anything about Responsible Gov- 
ernment, and specially for the reason that we 
should find it very difficult to arrive at any 
conclusion in favor of it. Great difference 
of opinion exists upon the subject even 
around this Council Board, and I am by no 
means sure that the strongest opposition to 
Responsible Government would come from 
the Government side of the House. It is 
easier to change the constitution after Con- 
federation than before. [‘“No, no.”] Under 
the Organic Act, this Colony could get 
Responsible Government. In fact it is the 
special prerogative under this Act, of each 
Province to regulate the constitution of its 
own Executive Government and Legislature; 
and whence this desire to act so prematurely 
now in this respect? 

Another Honourable Member has told 
you that in his opinion Confederation means 
the terms—means a Railway; but IJ take it, 
Sir, that the terms proposed result from 
Confederation, and that the railway is a 
means to the end, for we cannot have real 
Confederation without a Railway. But, Sir, 
I advocate Confederation on principle; and I 
believe the terms to be the natural result of 
Confederation. They flow from it as a nat- 
ural consequence, as the effect proceeds from 
the cause. I believe that by Confederation, 
we are to gain those advantages which are 
set forth in the terms. 

If it could be shown that by acceptance 
of these terms we should in any way sacrifice 
our honour—lose any political status that we 
now enjoy, I would not support Confedera- 
tion if it brought a dozen Railroads. But I 
believe that each member of this community 
will be raised by the change. We shall have 
a distinct and very respectable representa- 
tion in the House of Commons and Senate. 
We shall have as representatives there, men 
whose voice will be heard, men whose duty 
it will be to speak for us. Far from enter- 
taining the views expressed by the two 
Honourable Members for Victoria, I am 
inclined to think with the Honourable Mem- 
ber for New Westminster, that this Colony 
will have its due weight and influence in the 
Dominion, that its representatives will be 
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heard and listened to in the Canadian Par- 
liament, and that this will be a favored 
portion of the Confederation, when admit- 
ted, on account of its position as the outlet 
of Canada on the Pacific. I do not, then, 
advocate Confederation specially on account 
of the terms. I find in its general merits 
ample grounds for support, and I consider, 
as I have said, that the terms follow as a 
matter of course. 

The Honourable Member for Victoria has 
said that we are bound to prove the benefits. 
It is difficult to prove any thing to some 
minds. The benefits of Confederation are 
among those things which being in futurity 
we cannot prove. I cannot prove that which 
has not happened. We can only rely on 
human judgment and experience, and argue 
that such and such things will occur, as 
certain causes will produce certain effects. 
I, and other Official Members of this Colony, 
have a considerable interest in this Council; 
I have to a certain extent identified myself 
with it and its concerns for some years past, 
and speaking as an individual Member of 
this Council, if I did not believe that Con- 
federation would prove advantageous to this 
Colony, and redound to the benefit of our 
local interests, I should not support it by my 
voice. I might as a Government servant 
vote for it as a Government measure, but I 
should not be standing here to speak for it 
and to advocate it as heartily as I do. It is 
hardly possible to show where the Colony 
will be benefited by Confederation, without 
discussing the terms, which is not my present 
intention to do, but I promise Honourable 
Members that if these Resolutions get into 
Committee, I will fully satisfy them of the 
local advantages that must accrue to the 
Colony from union with Canada, on the 
terms proposed in these Resolutions. 

I believe, Sir, that many of the objections 
which have been raised to Confederation 
have arisen from prejudiced feelings. I 
have no reason to be prejudiced against or 
partial to Canada. I believe that Canadians 
as a people are no better than others and no 
worse. I have no ties in Canada, no par- 
ticular reason for entertaining any feeling 
of affection for Canada; and if I did not 
believe that the advance which we make will 
be met in a becoming spirit, [“hear, hear,’’] 
then I should be of opinion that Con- 
federation would be nothing more than an 
union on paper, one not beneficial to this 
Colony or to Canada. There are Statesmen 
there, Sir, who know that it would be useless 
to try to beat us down on terms, for what 
would be the use of Confederation if it 
afterwards turned out that this Colony was 
injured, rather than benefited, by it. 

The Honourable Junior Member for Vic- 
toria asks what guarantee have we that the 
terms will be carried out. I say at once, Sir, 
that if the terms are not carried out, if the 
Canadian Government repudiate their part 
of the agreement, we shall be equally at 
liberty to repudiate ours. [Dr. Helmcken— 
“How?”] We should, I maintain, be at liberty 
to change; but I for one do not approach this 


subject with any such feeling. [‘Hear, hear,” 
from Mr. DeCosmos.] There are always two 
sides to a bargain, and if the terms which 
are frankly and honestly proposed, are not 
fairly and honourably dealt with, we should 
in my opinion be at perfect liberty to draw 
back. 

There is, however, one real and practical 
objection which has always suggested itself 
to my mind, from the first; and that is, that 
the same measures that apply to the circum- 
stances of Canada, such as tariff, will not 
apply equally in all respects to this Colony. 
It will be asked, then, why is there no sug- 
gestion as to some alteration or modification 
of the tariff in the terms. The reason is 
somewhat similar to the reason for the 
omission of all mention of Responsible Gov- 
ernment. You would find it very difficult to 
come to any conclusions on this subject in 
this Council. It is impracticable to define 
now positively what precise tariff would best 
suit this Country. Some favour a Free Port. 
I should be inclined to favour it myself if I 
believed it practicable. Some, on the other 
hand, say that we must have protection to 
agriculture, and that without it we cannot 
compete with the farmers of Oregon. This 
point was fully discussed in the Executive 
Council, but it was decided to omit any con- 
ditions for the regulation of Customs dues 
from these terms; and I do not think that this 
measure ought to be complicated with the 
tariff question. I believe that we may 
safely trust this people with whom we are 
about to negotiate, to do as much for us in 
this direction as we could do for ourselves; 
it will be to their interest to do so. It 
requires no argument to show that it will be 
to the interest of Canada, after Confedera- 
tion, to advance the prosperity of this Coun- 
try. If it be possible to adopt a special 
tariff to this part of the Colony, and I see 
no reason why it should not be adopted, I 
confidently hope to see such a special tariff 
arranged under Confederation.  [‘Hear, 
hear,” from Mr. DeCosmos.] Rely upon 
it, Sir, that there are Statesmen in Canada 
who have a far wider and longer political 
experience than Members of this House, 
and who would be able to point out many 
means of prosperity, for which we are look- 
ing with so much anxiety,—powerful minds, 
before which I feel humbled,—men who I 
cannot for a moment suppose would fail to 
see as plainly as we do that Confederation 
would be of no benefit to Canada unless it 
redound to the advantage of British Colum- 
bia. This requires no argument, it is per- 
fectly plain common sense. 

If we are not to have Confederation, what 
are we to have? What is the proposition of 
those who oppose Confederation? The peo- 
ple of this Colony have been, for a long time 
past, asking for a change, and it has been the 
policy of those who ask for change to throw 
the blame of everything upon the Govern- 
ment. The policy of the Imperial Govern- 
ment on this matter is clearly expressed in 
Earl Granville’s despatch. He does not say 
you must confederate, whether you will or 
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not; it is left to the people to decide this 
question for themselves; but he says virtu- 
ally “You have for years been asking for a 
change, you complain that your present form 
of Government does not suit you; we point 
out for your consideration Confederation, 
which, if it suits you, we favour; the Govern- 
ment of Canada is ready to step in and assist 
you to carry out your views for the advance- 
ment of your local interests.” Now, Sir, I 
say to this Council,—If you don’t want Con- 
federation, what do you want? To remain as 
you are? This I know you are not satisfied 
to do. What then? Establish a sort of Inde- 
pendent Government of about 6,000 people, 
connected with nobody, owing allegiance to 
nobody? The idea is absurd. There appears, 
then, to be no alternative to Confederation, 
but that suggestion which has been shadowed 
forth during this debate, and which I for one 
decline to consider as a possibility. 

And so we come to Confederation as our 
manifest destiny. 

To sum up my argument in support of the 
motion of the Hon. the Attorney General. 
I advocate Confederation because it will 
secure the continuance of this Colony under 
the British Flag, and strengthen British inter- 
ests on this Continent; and because it will 
benefit this community, by lessening taxation 
and giving increased Revenue for Local 
Expenditure; by advancing the political status 
of the Colony; by securing the practical aid 
of the Dominion Government who are, I 
believe, able to—and whose special care it 
would be to devise and—carry into effect 
measures tending to develop the natural 
resources, and to promote the prosperity of 
this Colony; and by affording, through a Rail- 
way, the only means of acquiring a perma- 
nent population, which must come from the 
East of the Rocky Mountains. 

The Hon. Mr. HoLBrook said:—Sir, In 
rising to continue this debate, after the able 
speech of the Hon. Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, I feel that there is little 
left for me to say, as when we go into Com- 
mittee I shall have an opportunity of ex- 
pressing my opinion upon the terms; and it 
would be factious to oppose a measure which 
has to come before the people for their 
decision. The way, Sir, that I understand the 
question of Confederation to stand at pres- 
ent, is that it is not a mere abstract question 
of Confederation with Canada, but a ques- 
tion of certain terms which have to be laid 
before the people; therefore, I say that any 
opposition against this being done would be 
factious. As regards myself, I shall abide by 
such decision, whatever it may be, as I 
consider the people themselves are the best 
judges as to whether they will benefit, or 
otherwise, by becoming part and parcel of 
the Dominion of Canada. This matter has 
evidently been well considered by the Execu- 
tive Council, most of whom are largely 
interested in the welfare of the Colony, and 
several of them have been as much opposed 
to immediate Confederation, when the ques- 
tion has been before this Council on other 
occasions, as I have been. But having had 
an opportunity of seeing the documents 


which have come from the Imperial Govern- 
ment on the subject, the Executive have 
arrived at the decision that it is best for this 
question to go to the country, upon the 
assumption that the people will ask for Con- 
federation to be carried out on certain terms; 
therefore, I say, Sir, let it go to the people 
and settlers of the Colony, and by their 
verdict let be decided. Earl Granville has 
sent out a despatch which states, in pretty 
plain terms, that we were not able to govern 
ourselves; and there was, perhaps, more truth 
than poetry in this; for we have had the 
greatest liberty granted to us, and yet we 
have not been content. Our Gold Mining 
Laws have been made by the Mining Board; 
we have had the most liberal Land Laws; 
and if we have had a want that the law could 
satisfy, it has been immediately granted. 

Our Officials are an honour to the country. 
As an Englishman, I am proud of them. 
Justice has been properly administered in the 
country; there has been absolute security to 
life and property; so much so that a man 
can travel in perfect safety from Cariboo to 
Victoria, and capital can be safely invested in 
any part of the Colony. 

We have excellent roads, and one of the 
richest spots on the whole earth, for our 
Colony, whether as regards mining wealth, 
or agricultural resources; and yet a petition 
has emanated from a small body of foreign 
residents in the City of Victoria, asking to 
be annexed to the great Republic adjoining. 
I am well aware, Sir, that, as has been well 
said by the Hon. Chief Commissioner, the 
petition was paltry and unworthy of notice, 
and that those who signed it were insignifi- 
cant; and I may be allowed to say that we of 
the Mainland had no feelings in common 
with them. If it were within reason to con- 
template the possibility of the occurrence of 
such an alternative, it might be worth while 
to point out its disadvantages, and to show 
that under it we should not even have repre- 
sentation, as without a certain population, 
which we have not, we could not elect a 
member, and we should fall back to what 
Washington Territory and Oregon were in 
the days before this City of Victoria was 
brought forward by the Fleet, to the encour- 
agement and development of the neighbour- 
ing States, equally, or perhaps in excess of 
the interests of our own Colony. We may 
say that liberty had run wild, people have 
actually become dissatisfied because they 
have had too much of it. I remember a sim- 
ilar discontent with excess of liberty in Paris, 
after the Revolution of 1848; the people 
revelled in excess of freedom, and from so 
much liberty they fell into another Revolu- 
tion. It is only in a country with such free 
institutions as England, that such a petition 
could have been signed with impunity, for 
if it means anything at all, it did not stop 
short of treason. In most other countries 
the signers would have forfeited their liberty; 
in some that I have lived in, the penalty 
would have been death. Speaking for the 
Mainland, Sir, and coming from the Royal 
Town of New Westminster, I have a right to 
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speak in the name of its loyal inhabitants. 
I say that, although Confederation with 
Canada meets with favour in some quarters, 
the feeling of the inhabitants are, and ever 
will be, thoroughly loyal to the glorious flag 
of Great Britain, and feel proud of belonging 
to that flag which represents honour, power, 
justice, and wealth, and which is stainless 
and untarnished, whether unfurled in the 
face of an enemy and defended by its sons, 
or floating in peace over such a Colony as 
this. We have had our complaints on the 
Mainland, and we considered the removal 
of the Capital and centralization of business 
at Victoria, an injustice to the rest of the 
Colony, for the reason principally, that Vic- 
toria, from its proximity to the United States, 
draws its supplies thence, instead of from the 
Mainland, to the gain of the neighbouring 
States, and consequent loss to the agricultural 
districts of the Mainland of some $10,000 
annually, in the article of beef alone; and 
for the reason that, by the Fleet being placed 
at Esquimalt, we of the Mainland were not 
only left without protection, but that the 
agricultural interests of Washington Terri- 
tory and Oregon were being built up with 
the money expended by the Fleet in the 
purchase of supplies, which if spent in the 
valley of the Fraser would, by this time, 
have given us there a population of some 
thousands. The people of my part of the 
Colony have favoured Confederation, in the 
belief that the resources of the Colony 
would receive some consideration from the 
Dominion Government. 

We all acknowledge that population is 
required, and I[ think there is no reason to 
doubt that it will come. I do not attribute 
the depression, as some Hon. Members have 
done, to bad Government. We merely fol- 
lowed the course of other gold countries in 
over trading, and placed all our dependence 
upon a single mining district, and when we 
did not find another Williams Creek, so 
rapidly as we expected, we became dis- 
heartened. 

But, Sir, I mean to state, and I do so 
without fear of contradiction, that our nat- 
ural resources are more prosperous to day 
than they have ever been before, and I need 
only point to the 8,000 acres of land taken 
up last year as an example of real and solid 
prosperity. We shall acquire population 
from Canada by means of the railroad, and 
the large amount of money required for its 
construction will tend to our prosperity. 

Our merchants also want something fixed, 
that they may not be threatened with con- 
stant change, which renders commerce 
fluctuating and uncertain. 

I consider, Sir, that the time is opportune 
for Confederation for many reasons, 
amongst others, that there is a favourable 
opportunity for us, with the aid of Canada, 
to make arrangements for the reception of 
some of the emigrant poor, who are now 
being assisted by the Societies in England to 
go out to the Colonies. Work could be found 
for them on the Railway, and by this means 
much of our valuable agricultural land might 
be settled up. 





I shall reserve to myself the right of oppos- 
ing some of the terms when they come under 
discussion, and of asking that others may be 
inserted. I should be glad to see inserted in 
the terms a clause empowering our local 
Government to make her own tariff, so as to 
protect our farming interests, in a similar 
manner as, under the Imperial Government, 
the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands 
have rights reserved; but I am of opinion 
that the full tariff of the Dominion should 
in all cases be charged, and that the local 
Government of British Columbia should 
have the exclusive benefit of any extra tariff. 

The Indians, also, should be secured the 
same protection that they have under our 
own Government. They are now content 
with us, and with the way in which the laws 
are administered, and it is quite possible that 
they may hereafter be a source of great 
trouble, if they are not considered as well as 
white men. 

I shall hail with pleasure the salmon laws 
of Canada, spoken of by one Honourable 
Member, which will prevent the placing of 
salmon traps at the mouth of the Fraser, 
stopping thereby the fish from ascending the 
river, and by that means cutting off the food 
of the Indians, and taking from them the 
means of support; but I should much regret 
to see any laws brought into operation which 
would grant monopolies, such for instance 
as in the case of cranberries, which are at 
present a source of living to many hundreds 
of Indians. 

As regards our defences: we should have 
the right to have our own forces, as every 
one would have to serve in the Militia; but 
so long as English troops are stationed in 
Canada, we ought, when we become an 
integral part of the Dominion, to have our 
share of them. And at no very distant 
future, I trust that the great scheme of Con- 
federation may be carried out, and that the 
Dominion may have a Royal Prince at its 
head, and then may the views of the great 
Anglo Saxon race as regards commerce and 
trade become enlightened so that English 
goods may come into the Dominion duty 
free. 

As we shall from our position on the 
Pacific Coast, be the key-stone of Confedera- 
tion, I hope we may become the most glori- 
ous in the whole structure, and tend to our 
own and England’s future greatness. 

I shall support the motion of the Hon- 
ourable the Attorney General. 

The Hon. Mr. Woop said:—Sir, I rise to 
support the amendment of the Honourable 
junior Member for Victoria, to postpone the 
consideration of these Resolutions for six 
months. I desire, Sir, to express my unquali- 
fied opposition to what is termed the Con- 
federation of this Colony with the Dominion 
of Canada on the basis of the Organic Act; 
and in dealing with the subject, I shall ad- 
dress myself to three several heads of 
objection. 

Firstly, to the principle of the Organic Act 
of 1867, as applied to the British North 
American Provinces; 
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Secondly, to the special application of the 
principle to this Colony; 

Thirdly, to the mode in which the consent 
of its adoption is now attempted to be 
obtained. 

Referring for a moment to my own per- 
sonal position in this Council, I should wish 
to say that I feel bound as a non-representa- 
tive and non-official member to present my 
own views. My mouth is not closed by 
official reticence, nor do I represent any 
constituency. I am here, bound by my duty 
as a Member of this Council, to express my 
own conscientious views in respect of the 
measure in explicit terms, in the interests no 
less of this Colony than of Great Britain, 
which in this, as in every Colonial question, 
I cannot but hold to be identical. 

With respect to the general principle of 
Confederation of the British North American 
Provinces, it will be remembered that, in 
1867, I was one of those Members who did 
vote that Confederation, on fair and equi- 
table terms, was desirable. I am of that 
opinion still; but my objection is that no 
terms based on the Organic Act of 1867 can 
be fair or equitable. 

It cannot be denied that the idea of a con- 
federation and general alliance between the 
British Colonies in North America is a very 
captivating idea. The existence of a homo- 
genous nation tending to act as a counter- 
poise to the great Republic to the south of 
us, is a grand political idea, but it is an idea 
most dangerous and difficult to carry out. 
When I voted in 1867, for Confederation on 
fair and equitable terms, I had in my mind 
Confederation in the general acceptation of 
the word as understood by all political writ- 
ers, and by the world in general—a union of 
free and self-governed States, united by a 
federal compact for purposes of offence and 
defence, of peace and war; and for the pur- 
poses of maintaining and preserving unifor- 
mity in laws and institutions which affect the 
social and commercial relation of life; such 
laws and institutions as criminal law and 
practice, the general administration of jus- 
tice, and the laws regulating commerce and 
navigation. Such a confederation I then 
believed to be possible. I am foolish enough 
to believe it to be possible still; but Con- 
federation as understood by Canadian and 
Imperial statesmen—Confederation as ef- 
ected by the Organic Act of 1867—is not 
Confederation at all. I would, indeed, 
throw the word Confederation to the winds, 
since by Confederation is obviously meant 
union, incorporaton, and absorption. The 
Organic Act of 1867, provides for the entire 
transfer of all effective legislative power and 
control to Ottawa, as the seat of the Domin- 
ion Government, where, owing to the much 
greater wealth and population of Canada, 
the influence and authority of Canada bear 
all before it. It is a principle too obvious for 
proof or dissertation, that Confederation in 
its proper sense can only thrive where the 
States bound together by the federal com- 
pact are not only free, but where they are 
nearly equal. Excess of power in any one 


State is fatal to the interests of the rest. No, 
Sir, the word Confederation has no appli- 
cation to the intended movement. Lord 
Granville, in his despatch, no longer calls it 
by such a term. Union and Incorporation 
are spoken of, not Confederation, and the 
movement really is one of incorporation, 
absorption, and annihilation. 

Now, Sir, the objections that I raise are 
objections to the provisions of the Organic 
Act, and I find it necessary, for the purposes 
of my argument, to turn to those provisions. 
I do not mean to detain the Council at 
unnecessary length, but as the question 
before us is one which concerns the future 
of this Colony for all time, I trust that I 
shall be excused if I dwell for a few moments 
upon these points. 

If we come into Confederation, we come 
in, as I understand it, under this Organic Act; 
and it is on account of the overwhelming 
influence of Canada in the joint Legislature 
of the Dominion as given by that Act, that 
I object to the general principle of the con- 
federation of the North American Provinces 
of Great Britain. I am told I am in error, 
that profound Statesmen in Great Britain 
and in Canada have determined otherwise, 
and that Confederation, on the basis of the 
Organic Act of 1867, is the policy of Great 
Britain. 

I regret, Sir, that I cannot be silenced by 
the weight of such authority. No statesman- 
ship, no conclusion, is of any value except 
for the reasoning on which it is founded; and 
I am ready to rest the whole matter on simple 
argument and reason. All States large 
enough and populous enough to warrant 
such privileges, eagerly and passionately 
desire the power of self-government. It is 
the common passion of our race. Formerly, 
even now, in other places, it is British policy 
to give these powers; and as New South 
Wales has thrown off Victoria and Queens- 
land, so would it appear to be reasonable to 
extend the principle to the British Provinces 
in North America, rather than to adopt a 
different policy, for the simple reason that it 
is in accordance with the instincts of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, and the just rights of 
man. 

We want self-government, which means 
the protection of our own interests, and the 
establishment of our own welfare in our own 
way; the passing of our own Estimates in 
our own way; the selection of those who 
rule, and the subsequent meeting of our 
rulers, face to face, in open Council, that 
they may show us the results of their ruling. 
It means the imposition and collection of 
our own taxes, fostering our own industries, 
and the power of the purse. These are the 
elements of self-government, and they are 
reserved to the Dominion Government, and 
taken from the Provinces; hence my objec- 
tions to the Organic Act. For these reasons 
I say that Confederation—or rather union— 
with Canada cannot be fair and equal, on 
account of the overwhelming influence of 
Canada in the Dominion Parliament, now 
and in the future, for it always must be so. 
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Canada can extend, and will extend, and 
even of herself would be able to sway the 
destinies of the Dominion. And are we to 
accept this position because we are told that 
British statesmanship wills it. Statesman- 
ship, Sir, is nothing more than very sound 
common sense put into practice—sound com- 
mon sense, backed by a knowledge of man- 
kind and of the subject matter to which that 
statesmanship is applied. And, although it 
is not for me to depreciate the renown of 
my countrymen, it cannot be disguised that 
they have not unfrequently gone astray, and 
been forced to submit to the control of 
national interests and national will. It is not 
difficult to find instances of error in British 
statesmanship as applied to Colonial affairs. 
The errors of British Statesmen, with a 
majority of the House of Commons and the 
British Nation to back them, cost Great 
Britain the thirteen United States. The errors 
of British Statesmen, with a majority of the 
House of Commons and the British Nation 
to back them, have inflicted wrongs upon 
Ireland, which are only now in process of 
removal; and the policy of British Statesmen, 
with the British Nation to back it, has created 
a difference which has gone far to alienate 


the affections of the Colonists of New, 


Zealand. 

In this question of Confederation it is 
impossible not to see the self-interest of 
Great Britain underlying the whole matter. 
England is alarmed at the extent of her 
Colonial Possessions, and her obligations to 
protect them by sea and land. Of all her 
possessions, the Dominion of Canada is the 
most assailable; and, doubtless, Great Britain 
stands alarmed at the responsibility and cost 
of protecting so enormous a frontier. The 
question of Confederation is the question of 
every tax-paying Englishman, and whatever 
may be the reasoning put forth, the motive 
is economy and security to the tax-paying 
public of Great Britain. Confederation is, 
doubtless, of value to Great Britain, as estab- 
lishing a counterpoise to the United States of 
America, and probably inducing the Domin- 
ion of Canada to ask for and obtain inde- 
pendence, and so relieve the Mother Country 
from the cost and duty of defending it. This 
is, I believe, the entire Statesmanship of the 
measure—a Statesmanship meritorious in 
English eyes—but, as I believe, fraught with 
extreme danger to British interests in this 
quarter of the globe. 

Turning now, to what may be called the 
argument in favor of Confederation, we have 
Lord Granville’s despatch. Lord Granville, 
it must be admitted, has ably, gracefully, and 
plausibly put before us the supposed advan- 
tages of Confederation: — 

Her Majesty’s Government be- 
lieve that a Legislature selected 
from an extended area, and repre- 
senting a diversity of interests, was 
more likely to deal more compre- 
hensively with large questions, and 
more impartially with small ques- 
tions, and more conclusively with 
both, than is possible when contro- 


versies are carried on and decided 
upon in the comparatively narrow 
circle in which they arise. Ques- 
tions of purely local interest would 
be more carefully and dispassion- 
ately considered when disengaged 
from the larger politics of the 
Country, and at the same time 
would be more sagaciously con- 
sidered by persons who have had 
this larger political education. 

Finally, they anticipate that the 
interests of every Province of Brit- 
ish North America would be more 
advanced by enabling the wealth, 
credit and intelligence of the whole 
to be brought to bear on every part, 
than by encouraging each in the 
contracted policy of taking care of 
itself, possibly at the expense of its 
neighbour. 


This I understand to be the argument of 
the Colonial Office in favour of Confedera- 
tion; and although I fully admit that it is well 
put, I believe that no argument is more 
fallacious. It is delicate ground for me to 
touch when I presume to differ from what 
comes from so able a man. On this point I 
wish to make myself distinctly understood. 
I do not profess to be a statesman or a 
politician, but as a lawyer of mature age, 
pretending to a fair share of common sense 
and a knowledge of human nature, I will 
venture to say, that if there is one passion 
more powerful in the minds of Colonists of 
Anglo-Saxon origin than another, it is the 
passion for self-government; in all English 
communities there is an ardent passion for 
self-government. Colonists here, as every- 
where else, are animated by an intense desire 
to govern themselves in the way they think 
best, and to delegate that power to others is 
destructive of every feeling of self respect 
and of social and political liberty. 

It is not necessary for me to prove that 
this is the case, it is too notorious for com- 
ment; and as long as the spirit of liberty 
exists in the British Nation we shall find 
that no one Province will submit to legis- 
lation at the hands of a Legislature in which 
its interests and welfare are overwhelmed 
and overborne. To secure submission to a 
Legislature such as that of the Dominion of 
Canada, where the majority of the Canadian 
Members make the law, uniformity of inter- 
est and feeling is necessary; and not only 
will the feeling of any separate Province 
be wounded by the consciousness that self- 
government is withheld from it, but on find- 
ing that its interests, or its feelings, are 
overwhelmed and subjected to the interests 
and feelings of a dominant portion, the sense 
of discontent and dissatisfaction will become 
universal and national, hence will ensue a 
condition of things most perilous to British 
interests generally. 

The bond of union between Canada and 
the other Provinces bears no resemblance to 
the union between England and her Colonial 
Possessions. There is no natural love and 
original feeling of loyalty. The feeling of 
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loyalty towards England is a feeling blind, 
instinctive, strong, born with us and impos- 
sible to be shaken off; and I believe it is 
impossible to transfer a feeling of loyalty 
and fealty at will. The connection between 
the Mother Country and a Colony, even a 
Crown Colony, is well understood in prin- 
ciple and in practice. The Mother Country 
guarantees the Colony from enemies abroad, 
and the entire work of inter-colonial manage- 
ment is, except in matters of prerogative, 
left to the Colonists themselves. The Crown 
pretends to no dictation, nor has it any inter- 
est at variance with the interests of the 
Colonists. Although in a Crown Colony the 
Official element is supreme, it is well under- 
stood that it is to govern—and public opinion 
forces it to govern—according to the well 
understood and well established wishes of 
the Colony at large. The Government can 
not and dare not interfere except to prevent 
crude, irrational, or vicious legislation. There 
is no direct conflict between the Mother 
Country and a Colony in these days; but it 
cannot be supposed that any British Province 
will submit patiently to injustice at the hands 
of a Canadian Ministry or a Canadian House 
of Commons. If any scheme has been de- 
vised more likely than another to raise and 
keep alive local irritation it is, in my judg- 
ment, the scheme of Confederation on the 
basis of the Organic Act of 1867. 

What is said by Lord Granville is true in 
theory, but practically it is opposed to human 
nature; and in endeavouring to carry out 
elaborate and elevated views Great Britain 
stands a fair chance of losing the whole of 
British North America. 

Thus far I have treated of the general 
policy of the Organic Act. 

With respect to the applicability of the 
scheme of Confederation to this Colony I 
have more special and particular grounds of 
objection. I consider such an union in- 
expedient on several grounds. 

First, the remoteness of the Colony from 
Canada; 

Secondly, the comparative insignificance 
of British Columbia; 

And, thirdly, the diversity of its interests 
from those of Canada. 

That these objections specially apply to 
the extension of the principle to this Colony 
no one can doubt. Lord Granville admits 
that the distance is an objection, but thinks 
that a Railway will annihilate time and 
space. He thinks that the Government can 
be carried on at a distance of 3,000 miles 
without difficulty. This Railway is to bridge 
over the vast desert that intervenes between 
this Colony and Ottawa. The notion that 
we can with any effect represent the interests 
of this Colony in the Parliament at Ottawa 
at a distance of 3,000 miles is to me absurd. 
With a population such as ours, even if we 
have the representation suggested by the 
terms, with eight Members of Parliament 
against one hundred and eighty-two, and 
four senators against seventy-two, how can 
it be supposed to be possible that our voices 


could be heard? When Lord Granville spoke 
of “comprehensiveness” and “impartiality” 
in a Legislature, surely he must have lost 
sight of the constituent elements of a House 
of Commons. For let us consider, without 
any reflection upon the House of Commons 
at Ottawa, what is the nature of the House 
of Commons of England, or of any other 
assembly of the same nature. Every House 
of Commons is but an assemblage of the 
Members of Parliament pledged to support 
the material interests of their constituents, 
whenever those interests are affected. I never 
can anticipate anything but the representation 
of the views and the material interests of 
constituents in any House of Commons. I 
believe that members would always vote 
according to the interests of men whose 
votes they would have again to solicit, and 
of whose interests public opinion holds them 
to be the acknowledged advocates. 

How can we find eight men in a place 
like this, where at all events the most valu- 
able members of society are professional 
and business men, without selecting them 
from a class who are politicians by profes- 
sion? Most men here are workers of some 
sort, and actively employed in their several 
professions and businesses, and we should 
have extreme difficulty in finding eight good 
men who would spare the time and expense 
to go to Ottawa. What we should want 
would be such men as are now at Ottawa, 
the principal business men, bankers, mer- 
chants, and professional men; but time and 
space will prevent this most valuable class 
of men from leaving British Columbia and 
representing our interests at Ottawa, and we 
shall be compelled either to retain the ser- 
vices of Canadian gentlemen, who, living in 
Canada, would be British Columbian rep- 
resentatives only in name, or we should have 
to take eight representatives who will be 
content to make politics a profession, and 
we shall have to pay them for their services. 
To the insignificance of British Columbia as 
a Province of the Dominion the same re- 
marks apply. 

Difference of interests is a still more 
material point. Upon this point direct con- 
flict is sure to arise. Canada belongs to the 
Atlantic, and Jooks to the Old World for 
her markets. We are a new country, our 
staples are totally different. Questions can- 
not but arise between British Columbia and 
Canada—between the East and the West— 
in which Canadian interests will prevail 
over those of British Columbia; and aggra- 
vated by the feeling of wounded pride and 
forced insignificance, the Colonists of British 
Columbia will feel naturally aggrieved. 

The Colonial feeling is well known—pride 
and attachment to the Mother Country and 
intense sensitiveness and tenacity where in- 
justice or wrong is done. Once let this 
feeling be roused amongst us and it will 
not be long before British Columbia is clam- 
orous for repeal; and not obtaining it, the 
Country will be ripe for any other change, 
however violent. 
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Now, Sir, with respect to the third head 
of my objections. With respect to the mode 
in which the consent of this Colony is 
attempted to be obtained, I am sorry to 
notice what I cannot but call a spirit of 
diplomacy, and a spirit of management, 
characterizing the whole movement in favour 
of Confederation on the part of the Imperial 
Government. It is obvious throughout that 
the Imperial Government desires to obtain 
their end and aim of Confederation in a 
mercantile spirit of bargain and sale, which 
jars upon my feelings of right and wrong. 

If this Council is properly the Legislature 
of British Columbia; if we reflect the intel- 
ligence, the substance, and the interests of 
the Colony, we ought to have originated 
these Resolutions ourselves. The matter 
should have arisen spontaneously amongst 
us, without any attempt at leading or forcing. 
What may be His Excellency’s own views 
upon the subject of Confederation we can- 
not tell. I look upon Lord Granville’s des- 
patch as a diplomatic order, couched in 
polite language, but nevertheless a require- 
ment to the Governor to carry out the will 
of the Colonial Office, without reference to 
his own convictions. All that we are told 
by His Excellency upon this subject is that 
the Colony will derive “material benefit” 
from Confederation, and the Colony has 
been offered by the Executive certain mater- 
ial benefits in the shape of a Railway, a 
Dock, cash in hand, and freedom from debt, 
in return for the transfer of all legislation 
to the Dominion of Canada. These “mater- 
ial benefits” being paraded before the eyes 
of the Colonists, the bargain is afterwards 
to be accepted or refused by a Council 
composed mainly of Representative Mem- 
bers. This mode of operation, no less than 
the bargain itself, is equally objectionable 
in my eyes. The material benefits—the 
Dock, the Railway, the money payments— 
are in effect nothing more than bribes to the 
present generation to forego the rights of 
self-government. 

I have no doubt that the Colony will 
accept the bargain. The Colony is a small 
one, the population not exceeding 6,500 adult 
white men, and of these many are gentlemen 
of Canadian proclivities, Canadians by birth, 
who are naturally, and I may say patri- 
Otically, in favour of a union with their 
native Country. 


There are many, also, who in the present 
adverse condition of things in this Colony, 
are desirous of change of any kind, and 
eager for any opportunity of benefitting by 
operations which promise to throw popula- 
tion, capital, and enterprise into the Colony. 
We have suffered much from pecuniary de- 
pression, and when we have an offer from 
a great Country to come and spend money 
among us. can you doubt that any one will 
fail to feel these advantages; while many 
more hope for political power and eminence 
in a system which they expect will carry 
with it Representative Institutions, if not 
Responsible Government. Can we doubt 


that the vote will be in favour of Confedera- 
tion? The people of this Country will sell 
themselves for the consideration of the pres- 
ent, and posterity will hereafter ask indig- 
nantly what right had we to shackle them, 
and to deprive them of rights which cannot 
be sold. 

We shall reap the benefit, and those that 
come after us will reap the disadvantage 
and humiliation. It is not in the power of 
the present generation to dispose of the 
birthright of its descendants. Liberty and 
self-government are inalienable rights. The 
original vice of the matter still remains, and 
when once the material benefits are enjoyed 
or forgotten, and the consciousness of dis- 
advantage is apparent, reaction will set in; 
a party of repudiators and repealers will 
arise, who with great show of justice will 
clamorously demand the reversal of an or- 
ganic change, founded on political error and 
wrong. Although our masters at Ottawa 
may be ever so amiable and ever so pure, 
the moment we feel the yoke we shall repent; 
it is not in the nature of Englishmen to 
submit to tyranny of any description; and 
dissent such as our posterity will express, 
will be on only too sound grounds. I say, 
Sir, that this matter ought not to be brought 
forward now, when the country is in a state 
of depression, ready to catch at anything. 
Recourse should not be now had to Represen- 
tative Institutions for the first time, when the 
obvious effect is the acceptance by this 
Colony of a confederation which carries 
with it direct, immediate, pecuniary gain. 
Few have the self-denial to reject a bait so 
invitingly dangled before their eyes. If the 
Colonists are to be trusted with Representa- 
tive Institutions, for the purpose of effecting 
so important and radical a constitutional 
change, why are they not to be trusted with 
Representative Institutions altogether? It is 
notorious that the Colony is, probably with 
justice, considered by the Imperial Authori- 
ties unfit for full Representative Institutions, 
and that a Council, with a predominant 
official element within it, is the only fit body 
to deal with important questions. Yet this 
Council is to be differently constituted, and 
the ultimate terms to be accepted by the 
people alone, for the sole purpose of forward- 
ing the cause of Confederation. The whole 
scheme for effecting Confederation is but a 
scheme of temptation very difficult to forego, 
though it must be admitted recourse is not 
had to actual or practical force and obliga- 
tion. 

I have delivered my honest opinion on this 
matter, liberavi animam meam. I fear at 
great length. But I have spoken according 
to my conscientious convictions and a spirit 
of the truest loyalty. I am desirous to 
promote the interests of the British Nation; 
and I believe the present movement puts 
them in great peril. I have given you the 
best proof of my sincerity. I have spoken 
against my own interests. I have material 
interests in this Colony which will greatly 
benefit by the movement which will ensue 
from the building of a Railroad and a Dock. 
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The interests of friends and connections who 
are dear to me will be much benefitted; and 
those who know the world tell me that it 
would have been better for me if I had bent 
before the storm which I cannot avoid; that 
the honours and rewards of my profession 
are not likely to be bestowed upon one who 
is no friend to a popular, an Imperial, and a 
Canadian movement; but I cannot act against 
political conviction. I am here to give 
honest council, and I have done it, come 
what may. 

The question has always appeared to me 
to be this:—Confederation with England 
which we have; Confederation in its truest 
sense; Confederation with all the security of 
protection, and all the pride of seif-govern- 
ment, now and hereafter to be, when the 
Colony shall have population and wealth 
sufficient: or Confederation—or as it should 
be termed “Incorporation” with Canada. 
Incorporation with a country to which we are 
bound by no natural tie of affection or duty, 
and remote in geographical position, and 
opposed to us in material interests. Incorpo- 
ration with all the humiliation of depen- 
dence, and to my mind the certainty of 
reaction, agitation, and discontent. Canada 
can never become the assignee, the official 
assignee, the Downing Street official assignee 
of the affection and loyalty which exists be- 
tween this dependency and the Mother 
Country. I am opposed to the political 
extinction of this Colony, and its subservi- 
ence to the will of a majority of the House 
of Commons at Ottawa, and the administra- 
tion of its affairs by the political adherents 
of Canadian Statesmen. And all this for 
what? For “material benefits,” for a money 
consideration, in which the ring of the dollar 
only faintly conceals the clink of the fetter. 
I am grieved at the mode in which the change 
is sought to be effected, and view the bargain 
and sale of political independence for our- 
selves and our descendants for a few dollars 
in hand, and a few dollars in the future, as 
equally shameful and void. 

Railway or no Railway—consent or no 
consent—the transfer of Legislative power 
to Ottawa, to a place so remote in distance 
and in interest, is an injustice and a political 
extravagance which time will most sorely 
establish. 

The Hon. Mr. DECosMos, Member for 
Victoria District, then rose and said:—Mr. 
President, I congratulate you, Sir, and this 
House upon the noble work on which we are 
engaged. We are engaged, I believe, in 
Nation-making. For my part I have been 
engaged in Nation-making for the last twelve 
years—ever since I have been engaged in 
politics in the Colony. [Hon. Registrar 
General—“You have not made a Nation 
yet.”] The Hon. Registrar General says that 
I have not made a Nation yet. I need only, 
in reply, quote for his enlightenment the old 
adage “Rome was not built in a day.” 
[Laughter.] In the humble part that I have 
taken in politics, I have ever had one end 
in view. I have seen three Colonies united 
on the Pacific Coast. [Hon. Mr. Helmcken 


—‘“Three?”] Yes, three: Stekin, British Co- 
lumbia, and Vancouver Island; and if I had 
had my way, instead of the United States 
owning Alaska, it would have been British 
to-day. I have advocated the union of those 
three Colonies, and in the union of two of 
them particularly, I have taken a prominent 
part. For many years I have regarded the 
union of the British Pacific Territories, and 
of their consolidation under one Govern- 
ment as one of the steps preliminary to the 
grand consolidation of the British Empire in 
North America. I still look upon it in this 
light with the pride and feeling of a native- 
born British American. From the time when 
I first mastered the institutes of physical and 
political geography I could see Vancouver 
Island on the Pacific, from my home on the 
Atlantic; and I could see a time when the 
British Possessions, from the United States 
boundary to the Arctic Ocean, and extending 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, would be 
consolidated into one great Nation. 

Sir, my political course has been unlike 
that of most others in this Colony. Allow 
me to illustrate my meaning by the use of 
another old adage. My course has been 
that of “beating the bush whilst others 
caught the bird.” My allegiance has been to 
principle, and the only reward I have asked 
or sought has been to see sound political 
principles in operation. Therefore, Sir, I 
say again that I congratulate you and this 
Honourable House on the noble work on 
which we are all engaged. 

We are here, Sir, laying the corner stone 
of a great Nation on the Pacific Coast. 
When we look at past history, we find some 
Nations that date their origin in the age of 
fable; some have been produced by violence, 
and extended their empire by conquest. But 
we are engaged in building up a great Nation 
in the noon-day light of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, not by violence, not by wrong, but I 
hope, Sir, by the exercise of that common 
sense which the Honourable gentleman who 
preceded me called statesmanship. 

It was not my intention yesterday to have 
taken up the attention of this House with 
any remarks until we were in Committee of 
the Whole, although I have taken, for his- 
torical purposes, ample notes of the debate. 
Allusions have, however, been made during 
the course of this debate, amongst others to 
myself. I am, therefore, compelled to crave 
the indulgence of the House for a time to set 
myself right before this Council and the 
Country, and to add my humble opinion to 
those around me in favour of the considera- 
tion of this question in Committee of the 
Whole. I shall support the general principle 
of Confederation, [Hear, hear.] as I have 
always done, if we get to the discussion of 
the terms proposed. 


First, Sir, let me allude to some of the 
statements of the Honourables the Attorney 
General (Mr. Crease) and the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works (Mr. Trutch) 
and to the Honourable Executive Member 
for Victoria City (Mr. Helmcken). Sir, I 
know something about the history of Con- 
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federation. Up to the opening of this 
Session, Confederation has been a subject of 
agitation. It may properly be divided into 
several heads; firstly, agitation; secondly, 
Negotiation; thirdly, inauguration; and 
fourthly, I hope, successful operation. Now, 
Sir, it is apparent that every act of mine in 
reference to Confederation, up to the time 
it was announced in Earl Granville’s des- 
patch, up to the time His Excellency the 
Governor sent down his Message—every act 
of mine was in the line of agitation. It was 
with the view to bring about the considera- 
tion of terms with the Dominion Govern- 
ment; to hear what they would do; to bring 
the question before the people, and to canvass 
its defects and advantages that I for one have 
agitated the question. In doing so I have 
come in for blows from open enemies and 
treason from false political friends. Sir, the 
era of agitation has now passed, and we 
advance to the era of negotiation. 

When I heard the Hon. Attorney General, 
yesterday, invoking High Heaven; and when 
I heard him explaining the position of 
Official Members upon this question; when 
I heard him state that he was always in 
favour of Confederation, there flashed across 
my mind one of the proverbs of Solomon, 
which I cannot refrain from repeating: 
“Such is the way of an adulterous woman; 
she eateth and wipeth her mouth and saith 
I have done no wickedness.” [Laughter.] 
Sir, I respect any Hon. Member who will, if 
he sees reason to change his opinion, come 
down and frankly tell the honest truth; but 
when an Hon. Member tries to make political 
capital out of other men’s labour, I confess 
I not respect him. On the contrary, such 
men as the latter, when Officers of a Govern- 
ment, remind me of the remark of a cele- 
brated French philosopher, who said: “That 
in all the mysterious ways of Providence 
there is nothing so inscrutable as his purpose 
in committing the destiny of nations to such 
creatures as these.” [Laughter)] 

There are men in this Colony entitled to 
some honour; some men who are entitled to 
praise for having brought Confederation to 
its present stage; but they are not the Hon- 
ourable Gentleman, the Minister of Justice, 
nor the Honourable the Chief Commissioner. 
[Hear, hear.] 

Is Earl Granville entitled to the credit of 
bringing this matter forward? Is Governor 
Musgrave, or his Cabinet, or the Officials? 
No, Sir, I should be doing wrong if I per- 
mitted it to be supposed that the credit was 
due to any one of them. I have assisted to 
make history, and this is a page of it. Let 
it go forth to the world, that the people of 
this country have made Confederation the 
important question that it is to-day. 

The Hon. Chief Commissioner, whom we 
have heard with so much pleasure to-day, 
made an allusion to me. He said that when 
I brought this matter before the Council in 
1868, that the Executive Council opposed 
Confederation then, and the present terms 
proved their wisdom in delaying the question 
at that time. On that occasion my object 


was only agitation to open negotiations. 
But, Sir, what did I hear at that time? “You 
pension the officials and we will all vote for 
Confederation,” and I think I could mention 
another Executive Councillor who said: “Do 
you think we are such fools as to vote for 
Confederation without being provided for?” 
That was the kind of wisdom in vogue in 
1868. Sir, I again object to Hon. Members 
taking credit where no credit is due. [Hear, 
hear. ] 

Let us turn now to the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Victoria City (Dr. Helmcken), once 
a warm and generous friend to Confedera- 
tion; and what has been the result of his 
opposition? Impotence. He was impotent 
to retard the question. He was impotent to 
advance it. By impotent, I mean powerless. 
He was impotent to stem the course of 
events. He hung out the banner of Anti- 
Confederation in Victoria, and won his seat 
by crying “down with Confederation.” Be- 
fore he contested the seat with me, I told 
him that the Canadian Government would 
not negotiate until the North-West Territory 
question was settled. Yet the Hon. Member 
for Victoria City charged me with backing 
down from Confederation. 

The Hon. Member for New Westminster, 
also, denounced me in his elegant English in 
the Columbian as giving up the cause of 
Confederation. But, Sir, why did I say that 
the Canadian Government would not enter 
into negotiations with us? It was because I 
had in my pocket, at the time, a despatch 
from a Canadian Cabinet Minister, which 
said that the Dominion Government would 
not negotiate until the questions then pend- 
ing with respect to the North-West Territory 
were settled. The Hon. Member for Victoria 
City, held up, however, his puny arm against 
Confederation. But has he stopped it? No! 
Not a day, nor an hour; for as soon as the 
North-West Territory question was settled, 
then came a despatch to the Governor to 
push on Confederation. I think I have 
said enough, Sir, to show that it was the 
people who took this matter in hand, and it 
is the people who will carry it through. 
[Hear, hear.] 

Although I have risen unprepared to 
make a set speech, there are still some points 
raised in debate which, in my opinion, re- 
quire attention. 

The Hon. Attorney General, after opening 
his budget upon Confederation, has referred 
to the three courses which these terms had 
to take:—-First, they are to be arranged by 
this House; next, to go to the Canadian 
Government; and, thirdly, to be ratified by 
the people of this Colony. 

I hope, Sir, that this House will deal with 
these terms in the interests of British Colum- 
bia. I stand here not as a Canadian, but as 
a British Columbian; my allegiance is due 
first to British Columbia. I sincerely hope 
that these terms will be dealt with from a 
British Columbian point of view, [Hear, 
hear, hear, hear.] and first as to the money 
value of Confederation. [Hear, hear, from 
Dr. Helmcken.] It may grate on the ear of 
the once Solicitor General (Mr. Wood) to 
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mention money; but, Sir, I believe in the 
old adage that: “Money makes the mare to 
go.” I do not intend to allude to the terms 
in the Resolution at present, any further than 
to say, that I do not believe in going into 
Confederation without good terms. I believe 
that it would be traitorous to British Colum- 
bia to consent to Confederation without good 
terms; and that we would not do our duty if 
we did not insist upon getting them. 

The Hon. Attorney General asks why we 
are not prosperous? In my opinion, Sir, the 
causes of our want of prosperity are various. 
They first arose under the administration of 
Sir James Douglas in 1858, and have been 
perpetuated down to the present day. The 
people were then almost driven away, and 
down to the present time the Government 
have done nothing comparatively to induce 
population to settle in the Colony. Another 
reason is, that the country is somewhat 
rugged, and not so attractive for settlement 
as some others. The Hon. Member for Vic- 
toria City, says, that it is our proximity to 
the United States. I most respectfully deny 
it. Population would have come if greater 
efforts had been made to get it. The Hon. 
Attorney General is consistent in one thing. 
He said in 1867, and he says in his speech 
now, that British Columbia is of vital im- 
portance to Canada. I cannot see it. I 
cannot see why the Canadian Railway, if 
this was a foreign country and our boundary 
coterminous with that of Canada, might not 
have run through to connect with our railway 
system, as the French railways connect with 
those of Belgium. 

When sitting in the Vancouver Island 
House of Assembly, in the place now occu- 
pied by the Hon. Chief Commissioner, I 
defined British Colonists to be politically, 
nothing but subordinate Englishmen; and I 
contend, Sir, that Confederation will give us 
equal political rights with the people of Great 
Britain. In Jabouring for this cause, Sir, my 
idea has been and is to assist in creating a 
nationality—a sovereign and independent 
nationality. 

Now, I come to the Hon. Member for 
Victoria City again. I really confess, Mr. 
President, that I expected more sterling 
opposition from that Hon. gentleman. I 
thought we had here the modern Charles 
Martel, the celebrated armed warrior who 
had gone out to drive the Saracens—the 
Canadians—back across the Rocky Moun- 
tains. I thought that he would have pro- 
tested like Paul the Protestant. [Dr. Helmc- 
ken, What became of St. Paul?] Paul was 
converted, and I hope the Hon. Member 
may share the same fate. [Laughter.] I 
expected the Hon. Member to have delivered 
a philippic, that would have done honour to 
Demosthenes when declaiming against Philip 
of Macedon. But, I really don’t know but 
what he has been set up as a target by the 
Government—a man of straw—to draw the 
shot of all the Confederate party. I don’t 
know why he was taken into the Executive 
Council. I thought that this Council was an 
united and impenetrable phalanx, but it 


seems that it is otherwise. What a happy 
family that Executive Council must be! The 
Member for Cariboo and the Member for the 
City differ in their views, and both differ in 
this House from the Honourable Executive 
Councillors at the other end of the table. 
It is like Barnum’s happy family. But the 
Honourable gentleman has told us some 
things which are good, and besides that he 
is going to raise other issues. 

[Dr. Helmcken—“I?”] 

Yes, the Honourable Gentleman said that 
the issue would be raised at the next election, 
between going to Canada and going some- 
where else. 

[Dr. Helmcken—“TI said that I thought it 
very probable if mean terms were proposed 
by Canada, the people would raise other 
issues.” ] 

O! “the people,” those much abused words. 
I believe in the people when they are right. 
But the Honourable gentleman did threaten 
to raise the issue of going somewhere else. 
Now, Sir, where else except to Canada could 
we go? The Honourable Member talks of 
agricultural interests, why, Sir, by going 
somewhere else these interests, from Comox 
to Sooke, and from Soda Creek and Kam- 
loops to the Lower Fraser, would be de- 
stroyed; the country would be flooded by 
produce from the United States. From 
Comox to Sooke, from the delta of the Fraser 
to Cariboo, the farming interests would be 
destroyed by going somewhere else. If that 
question came up, Sir, the farmers would 
quickly put it down. The Honourable Mem- 
ber for Victoria City says that the question 
comes here by desire of Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment. Sir, I say again that it comes here 
by desire of the people, a large proportion 
of whom have asked Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and the Government at Ottawa, to 
bring it here. I am thankful that the ques- 
tion of Confederation is here. The Honour- 
able gentleman says it is a Government 
measure, and that the terms must be passed. 
I say again that I hope terms will be passed 
of such a character as will contribute to the 
prosperity and happiness of this Colony. The 
Honourable Executive Councillor says that 
this is a Government measure, and that it 
ought to be an open question. Why does he 
not retire from his seat then? I would not 
be a candidate for his place. 


[Dr. Helmcken—“There are no candidates. 
The Executive Council are appointed.”] 

Then I am sorry for the choice that has 
been made. Why, Sir, the programme set- 
tled by Government, would leave it virtually 
an open question by referring the terms to a 
popular vote. I may have something to say 
upon that hereafter. How patriotic will the 
Honourable gentleman be when he goes 
outside, and says that this nominative Coun- 
cil, presided over by a paid Colonial Secre- 
tary, have done this! How very easy it is for 
an Honourable gentleman to talk about the 
autocracy of Government, when it suits him 
to do so. Look at his conduct in voting 
supplies. When my Honourable friend on 
my left (the Member for Lillooet) tried to 
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bring in a Bill to repeal the Crown Salaries 
Acts, was he not choked off by the Honour- 
able member for Victoria City objecting 
first? But I am only delaying the House. 
[Hear, hear.] The Honourable Magisterial 
member for Victoria City says, “hear, hear.” 
Now, Sir, as far as I am concerned the 
Honourable member has my full permission 
to withdraw. [Laughter.] I have always 
been ready to take a British subject vote on 
this question; but the Honourable member 
for Victoria has always dissented from that 
proposal. 

The Honourable member for Victoria City 
has a remarkable way of putting things. But 
a few days ago he stated in this House, that 
if the people will only support the Govern- 
ment in getting the terms proposed, all will 
be right. I quote from the Colonist news- 
paper of 20th February, 1870, in which the 
Honourable gentleman is made to say, “I 
hope the people will support the Government 
in trying to get terms.” He now comes down 
here and opposes them. [Dr. Helmcken—“I 
don’t oppose the terms, I oppose Confedera- 
tion.”] A distinction without a difference. 
The Honourable Executive Councillor says 
the time is inopportune. I say, Sir, that now 
is the time. If the new gold discoveries, 
which have been mentioned in the course of 
this debate, really exist, now is the time to 
confederate, and to take means to attract 
and retain population. I, Sir, have spent 
five years of my life in the mining districts 
of California, and have helped to build up 
town after town; but how are they now? 
Many of those towns which had their 5,000 
inhabitants have almost none now. It will 
be the same with our gold-mining towns. I 
fear the Honourable gentleman will always 
say the time is inopportune, not only before 
the population arrives, but when it is here, 
and after it goes. If we can make a good 
bargain with Canada, by all means let us 
make it, and make it now. I like the word 
bargain, it sounds like business. What did 
the Honourable member for Victoria say at 
the last election? “Don’t let us have Con- 
federation, for we shall have a surplus 
revenue of $100,000 in 1869, and we will do 
better without Confederation.” Confedera- 
tion was inopportune then. There was a 
large deficit or falling off in the Revenue for 
1869, and yet he says it is inopportune now. 
He said, yesterday, we shall have a reduction 
of the public debt in 1873, of about $36,000, 
and by funding the floating debt make an- 
other saving of $15,000 per year. So that for 
a paltry saving of $50,000 three years hence, 
the confederation question is now inoppor- 
tune. I am surprised at the Honourable 
gentleman. First, it is inopportune, because 
of the present depression; second, inoppor- 
tune at the last election, because things 
looked so bright; thirdly, inopportune now, 
because we can save $50,000. Your prede- 
cessor as Minister of Finance, Mr. President, 
promised great things, but the Governor’s 
Message with the Estimates shows how they 
have turned out. I do not deal in prophesy, 
but in facts. Let any one look at Cariboo. 


Look at Victoria. If we wait for the time 
to be opportune, we may wait until it is too 
late. Suppose any unforeseen accident were 
to happen to our gold mines. If the golden 
spring is dried up, the golden stream that 
now flows from Cariboo to Victoria will be 
dried up also. We are asked by the Honour- 
able member for Victoria to wait for the 
census of 1871. What has the census of 
Canada to do with the question? The basis 
of population as set forth in these terms is 
all fiction. It does not come up to my idea 
of nation-making. Why not deal with facts? 
Why set up some legal fiction of John Doe 
and Richard Roe? I want facts not fiction. 
Let us base our financial calculations upon 
facts, and the rest will work itself out satis- 
factorily. Much has been said, during the 
debate, about the Red River Territory and 
its settlement. For my part I don’t care if 
the Red River difficulty is never settled, so 
far as it bears on the question before the 
Council. I believe that the Red River 
country, and the valley of the two Saskatche- 
wans are not so favorable for settlement as 
some amongst us are accustomed to assert. 
But whether the North-west Territory is 
confederated or not, I go in for Confedera- 
tion, because I believe we can make terms, 
and good terms, with Canada. The Honour- 
able member for Victoria City talks of the 
drawbacks to Confederation arising out of 
the vast extent of country, and our great 
distance from the seat of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. That will hardly scare anybody, 
with the example of the United States before 
us. Next he says that the Dominion is only 
an experiment and that it may break up. 
How often have I heard people predict that 
the United States, as a nation, must break 
up, as it was only an experiment. Why, 
Sir, they forget that the States had existed as 
separate Governments for one hundred and 
fifty years before their union. So with the 
Provinces of the Dominion of Canada, they 
existed as separate Governments for the last 
hundred to two hundred years, and Confed- 
eration is but the application of long tried 
principles to a larger territory. Why did not 
the Honourable member for Victoria City, 
when he said there were defects in the con- 
federation machine, tell us what the great 
defects in the machine were? He has merely 
raised up a scarecrow. Then he says it is 
absurd to ally ourselves to people who were 
3,000 miles away; but nothing in his argu- 
ment showed me that the absurdity was 
proven. I remember, Sir, when the com- 
munication between California and Wash- 
ington, was by Panama and Nicaragua; was 
California then less to the United States 
than now? We now can hold communica- 
tion with Ottawa, by San Francisco and the 
Pacific Railroad, and will be as near to our 
central Government as Washington Terri- 
tory. The Honourable member speaks of 
people 3,000 miles away, being unable to do 
as well for us as we could do for ourselves. 
I believe they could do just as well so far as 
some general principles are concerned, if we 
only settled the conditions properly. With 
regard to the States of the neighbouring 
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Republic getting on better than the Prov- 
inces or ourselves, I would ask where is the 
progress of Washington Territory as com- 
pared with our own country? [Dr. Helmc- 
ken—‘“It contains a much larger popula- 
tion.”] The population is only five thousand 
voters! 

The Honourable gentleman is pursuing 
the same devious course as he did in past 
years, when he opposed reform, when our 
Government might have been beneficial to 
the Colony, had it been based on the popular 
will. He says that the deposition of the Free 
Port drove people out of the Colony. I take 
this occasion to state that, in my belief, the 
deposition of the Free Port was the com- 
mencement of the permanent prosperity of 
this City; and brought in its train the dawning 
of prosperity throughout the whole district, 
from Comox to Sooke, which includes the 
district which I have the honour to represent, 
and which now numbers six hundred voters, 
all of whom are prosperous. There, Sir, lies 
the key-stone of Confederation! If the terms 
between British Columbia and Canada do 
not protect the farming interests, the largest 
and the only permanent interest in this 
Colony, Confederation will do no good. If 
it does not protect the farming interest, I 
vote against Confederation, first, last, and 
all the time. 

It would be most unwise to join Canada 
without protection. We must have a control 
over certain imports in the terms, for a pro- 
tective tariff is the only inducement to farm- 
ers to remain upon the soil. We depend 
upon them to build up a permanent interest 
in the country, that will last for ever. 

We most certainly do want extension of 
commerce, but the true mode to obtain ex- 
tension is to add to its volume internally. 
First, I believe in developing internal trade 
and industry; next, I believe in external 
trade. Allow these terms as brought down 
by the Government to pass, and in a few 
years you will reduce Victoria to the position 
of a mere smuggling village. Protection is 
a necessity. So long as there are nations 
and national interests, so long will it be 
necessary to have laws to protect those 
interests. Allow me, Sir, on this point to 
say that there is a great revolution in the 
value of realty, capital, and labour com- 
mencing on the Pacific Coast. The equalisa- 
tion of the value of realty, capital, and labour 
has commenced. The whole tendency of 
events in the countries to the south of us, is 
to equalize the value of labour, of real 
estate, of capital, of manufactures, and of 
produce on this Coast with their value on 
the Atlantic side. No such revolution in 
values has ever occurred on the Pacific Coast, 
except that produced by the discovery of 
gold, as has been produced since the opening 
of the Pacific railroad. Take off protection 
then from our farmers, and they are reduced 
to the condition of the agriculturists to the 
south of us, who will be reduced to the 
condition of those in the east. No doubt the 
prices of our farmers will be reduced by the 
revolution that is going on, but give them 


protection against foreign competition, and 
there will still be inducement for them to 
remain. The Hon. Chief Commissioner 
referred to this in a very proper spirit; and 
the Hon. Member for New Westminster 
says that it is one of the most important 
questions. I hope, therefore, that the subject 
will have due weight with them. 

The Government of Canada, according to 
the proposed terms, would give us a surplus 
revenue of $200,000. [Dr. Helmcken, “No”]. 
The Hon. Member says no. He may be 
right. But upon the calculation that we shall 
have $200,000 surplus revenue, I say that 
this subsidy will be equivalent to four hun- 
dred farmers, who earn in the Colony $500 
each, annually. By taking off protection 
from our farmers, to get the $200,000, we 
would injure the country instead of bene- 
fitting it. But get the surplus of $200,000, 
and at the same time protection for our far- 
mers, and we will do a prosperous business 
under Confederation. This is what we have 
to arrange. What we have to get into the 
terms. [Dr. Helmcken, “All right! I will 
help you.”] I would say that “extremes 
meet,’ for I now meet my Hon. friend (I 
mean political enemy) [‘“No, no,”] to secure 
protection. I do not see, with the Hon. 
Member for Victoria City, that we can get 
all we want without Confederation by a 
judicious arrangement of our own tariff. 
I can show, that what we want most in this 
Colony, is population, and that population 
employed in a remunerative manner. Isola- 
tion will not secure population. Confedera- 
tion on proper terms will give us population; 
will give us means to employ labour re- 
muneratively; will enlarge our commerce, 
and build up our industry. If it gives us 
public works,—if it gives us a railroad from 
a point on the Fraser, below Yale, to Sa- 
vona’s Ferry on Lake Kamloops,—and if 
we connect Lake Okanagan with the Spel- 
mah-cheen River, by railway, which is only 
about thirteen miles,—not only will the 
whole country from Osoyoos Lake, on the 
boundary, behind the Cascades, be opened 
up and connected with our chief commercial 
city, with a cheap and speedy means of 
transportation; but all this tract of country 
traversed by the railways and lake com- 
munication will be utilized in producing 
wheat and wool, and other articles for 
exportation. Victoria, then, will be built 
up, and will be the chief commercial city 
of British Columbia, with all other parts of 
the Colony tributary to her. This is what 
Confederation on proper terms will do for 
us. The Hon. Member for Victoria said, 
that no lasting union could be maintained, 
unless the interests of British Columbia are 
preserved. If I look (for argument sake) 
at these things from a Canadian point of 
view, I find that by serving the interests of 
British Columbia, the interests of Canada 
will be served. Canada, as well as British 
Columbia, will benefit by a protective duty 
here. Canada will get the revenue under 
protection, and British Columbia will have 
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its industry protected from foreign competi- 
tion. And, there is no reason that we should 
not have our interests protected. [Dr. Helm- 
cken—‘““The Organic Act says no.”] The 
Organic Act says no such thing. Confedera- 
tion is diversity in unity: really and essen- 
tially a general unity, and an application of 
law to diverse interests. First, we find that 
New Brunswick, under the Organic Act, 
gets a temporary subsidy of $63,000 per 
annum. None of the other Provinces receive 
any temporary subsidy under that Act. New 
Brunswick is allowed to collect export dues 
on lumber. All the other Provinces are 
prohibited from levying dues on lumber. 
Now, if New Brunswick gets an additional 
subsidy, and levies a lumber tax prohibited 
to the other Provinces, why cannot British 
Columbia get exemption from uniformity in 
her favour? Nova Scotia gets two subsidies, 
equal to $160,000, which are not in the 
Organic Act. The Crown lawyers say that 
the grant is not unconstitutional. This is a 
noted exception, made to satisfy the Nova 
Scotia repeal party. Another exception is 
found in the compulsory provision, that 
appointments to the Judiciary shall be made 
from the Bar of the Provinces for which the 
appointment is made, till the laws and prac- 
tice are assimilated. If the Organic Act is 
wrong, I say change the Act. But, I believe, 
that I have successfully shown that excep- 
tions have been and can be made under the 
Organic Act. 

Now, let us see what this horrible Cana- 
dian tariff is. It is too high on cattle for us; 
not high enough on bacon, butter, cheese, 
and lard by a few cents; and imposes nothing 
on hay, hops, and grain of all kinds. I ex- 
plained the whole to my constituents, at 
eleven meetings, and they said, get these few 
alterations made to suit us, and we will 
support Confederation. So we must have 
an alteration. Why, Sir, under the English 
Constitution different tariffs can be imposed. 
Look at the difference in the Excise spirit 
duties that were levied formerly in Scotland 
and England, for instance. As a lawyer, not 
as a judge, I give my opinion that we can 
have one tariff in British Columbia, and 
another in the Atlantic Provinces, under the 
Organic Act; and if the Act does not allow 
it, then we must alter it. 

I have already given notice of motion 
respecting protection for our farmers and 
manufacturers. I desire to add a resolution 
to the proposed terms, keeping the power 
in the hands of the Local Legislature to 
impose a tax on certain imports, in case the 
tariff be too low. With respect to brewers, 
the tariff can easily be arranged so as to 
protect them; and the Hon. Member for New 
Westminster has answered the objection to 
the Dominion fishery laws. As for com- 
merce, that common sense that the Hon. 
Mr. Wood calls statesmanship, will settle 
that; for if Confederation would injure the 
commercial interests of British Columbia, 
it would also injure the interests of the 
Dominion. 


The Hon. Member for Victoria City has 
said a great deal about centralization. But 
I say, Sir, that there must be a centre some- 
where. We cannot have it in British Colum- 
bia, and a centre would be no worse in 
Ottawa than in Washington. The Pacific 
Coast, so far as the United States are con- 
cerned, is represented at Washington, which 
is not so large a city as New York. 

Representation is one of the most im- 
portant elements in free Governments; and 
as it has been urged by the Hon. Mr. Wood 
and others, that British Columbia would not 
be heard in the Canadian Senate or Com- 
mons, and that our small delegation would 
be crushed and out-voted, I will briefly 
examine the subject. Now, Sir, the whole 
of the Pacific States of the United States 
have only twelve Representatives in Con- 
gress—6 in the Senate and 6 in the House 
of Representatives. California has two Sen- 
ators and three Representatives; Oregon, two 
Senators and one Representative; Washing- 
ton Territory, one Delegate; and Nevada, 
two Senators and one Representative. Now, 
it is proposed in the Resolutions to grant to 
British Columbia twelve Members—four in 
the Senate and eight in the Commons—a 
number equal to the whole representation 
of the Pacific States, with 1,000,000 people, 
in the United States Congress. Again, there 
are only five States that have more than 
twelve Members in Congress. They are New 
York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio. Take another glance at the represen- 
tation of the States most remote from Wash- 
ington. Texas has five Members; Florida 
three; Maine, seven; and California, five. 
Remoteness and small numbers have never 
caused any of these States to be treated 
unfairly. Under the popular system of 
government there, the small States do not go 
to the wall. Has little Delaware gone to 
the wall? Has Rhode Island gone to the 
wall? No; neither would British Columbia 
go to the wall in the Parliament of Canada. 
The Government of Canada is based on the 
popular will; and that is the highest of guar- 
antee that we shall be treated fairly by the 
Dominion. 

I have never heard of Scotland being 
injured because she had a smaller representa- 
tion in Parliament than England. 


[Hon. Mr. Wood—“Yes, yes. Two rey- 
olutions followed immediately upon union.” ] 

Yes; but that don’t affect my proposition. 
A little blood-letting, however, does no harm 
occasionally. I would not object to a little 
revolution now and again in British Colum- 
bia after Confederation, if we were treated 
unfairly; for I am one of those who believe 
that political hatreds attest the vitality of a 
State. [Hear, hear.] 

The Honourable and learned Member for 
Victoria says that all power will be taken 
away by Confederation. Why, Sir, the Hon. 
gentleman cannot have read the Organic 
Act. For he will find the exclusive powers 
of the Dominion and the Provinces clearly 
set forth in it. Then, Sir, on the question of 
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guarantee for the fulfilment of the conditions 
by Canada, there appears to be some mis- 
apprehension in the Hon. gentleman’s mind. 
In point of fact we have a guarantee from 
the Imperial Government. If the Dominion 
refuse to keep the terms and repudiate their 
part of the bargain, we can appeal to the 
Imperial Government to release us. 


[Hon. Mr. Wood—“Let us have it in black 
and white.’’] 

Why, let the Act be repealed and down go 
the terms. The sovereign power is in the 
Parliament of England. It made the Act, 
and if it is violated without redress, it can 
repeal it, and the power of Canada ceases. 

The Honourable and learned Member for 
Victoria City has referred to the possibility 
of a Fenian invasion, and said what will 
become of the Railway in such an event. I 
believe, Sir, on such an extraordinary occa- 
sion, such as invasion, each one in the Colony 
would be patriotic enough to do without a 
few miles of Railway, until the invasion may 
be put down. 

It has been asked what is the gain under 
Confederation. 

At present we have no surplus revenue. 
But with Confederation on equitable terms, 
there will be a clear gain of $384,000 annu- 
ally from subsidies and reduction of tariff; 
therefore, as $384,000 is to nothing, so is 
Confederation to Isolation. There are a 
great many points to which I could allude 
were I disposed to trespass longer on the 
time of the Council; but I reserve them until 
we go into Committee. 

There are, however, some few things to 
which I will passingly allude. It is important 
to British Columbia to know what will be the 
qualification of Members to the Dominion 
Parliament [Hear, hear, from Dr. Helmcken] 
and the qualification of electors. And with 
reference to the Local Constitution, it may 
be necessary for us to know whether our 
Governors cannot be elected as in the United 
States, instead of being appointed on the 
English principle; and whether we may not 
acquire the right to pass local laws over the 
veto of the Governor, by a two-third vote of 
the Legislature. The usury laws, imprison- 
ment for debt, and many other matters will 
require careful consideration and attention. 

With respect to the main principle, I am 
in favour of Confederation, provided the 
financial terms are right in amount, and if 
the other terms will contribute to the ad- 
vancement and protection of our industry. 
If we cannot get favourable terms, which I 
believe we can, it will then be for the people 
of this Country to say whether we shall 
remain in isolation or seek some other more 
favourable union. 

The Debate was here adjourned until Fri- 
day, at 1 o’clock. 





Friday, 11th March, 1870. 





The Debate was resumed by the Hon. Mr. 
Rinc, who on his rising was greeted with 
cries of “Spoke, spoke.” 


Hon. Mr. Ring said:—Sir, I have only 
spoken to the amendment, and have a right 
to speak to the original motion. 

Doubts were expressed as to the Hon. 
gentleman’s right to speak a second time, but 
the Presiding Member was not called upon 
to decide, and Mr. Ring proceeded:— 

Sir, The Hon. Member for Victoria Dis- 
trict commenced by congratulating the 
Council on having the grand question of 
Confederation now before them. He con- 
gratulated them on the great advantage of 
being able to grapple with a great question 
like this. 

I cannot compliment him on the way in 
which he introduced his subject. I admire 
his perseverance, and confess that on many 
subjects he enlightens Members on both sides 
of the House. 

I lament to find that having alluded to the 
opening speech of the Attorney General, he 
thought fit to cast unwarrantable imputations 
upon that gentleman and the members of the 
Government. He suddenly turned aside and 
quoted a text, which he applied to the Official 
Members of this Council. He likened one 
of them to a woman who forgets her mod- 
esty and shame, and goes after lovers for 
bread; to her who has a harlot’s forehead, 
and refuses to be ashamed. Sir, I deprecate 
such allusions; they throw no light upon the 
subject. I think that an Honourable and 
grave body like this, on hearing such charges, 
should have at once risen to express their 
indignation rather than have condoned it 
by their silence. Nothing is more easy than 
to take any one act of a man, or of a body 
of men, and apply it to a sinister motive, 
when it is capable of an honourable one. Sir, 
I was very glad that the Hon. Attorney Gen- 
eral had the courage to follow the example 
of the English House of Commons. He, 
finding no Chaplain to this House, supplied 
the defect by invoking the blessing of God, 
which was met by a sneer. I say I admire 
his courage in fronting a godless age, by the 
invocation of the blessing of Him in whom 
we live and move and have our being. He 
was not ashamed to acknowledge the con- 
trolling power of Heaven over the destinies 
of this fallen Colony. 

Now, Sir, the Attorney General descanted 
at great length on the advantages of Union. 
He put that as the basis of the Government 
proposition. There is nothing like Union he 
says; this is a noble sentiment which all must 
join in. Everyone would welcome that com- 
prehensive brotherhood which embraces all 
civilized Nations. I am sure that when the 
Hon. Member for Victoria alluded to the 
possibility of a prospective union with other 
Powers, he did not do so in the idea of this 
Colony abandoning its allegiance to the 
Crown; because he expressed a wish to see 
the desire of general union spreading, is no 
reason that he should desire to shake off his 
connection with the Mother Country. Had 
it been otherwise, I should have deplored the 
Hon. gentleman’s loss of loyalty. Some sur- 
prise has existed at the Hon. Member for 
Victoria offering suggestions as to the pos- 
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sibility of any other union. Why so? The 
Hon. Attorney General himself gracefully 
introduced it. Why should not the English- 
speaking race live in peace, and form one 
Nation? The people of the United States 
spring from one common stock with our- 
selves. I long to see the time when all 
national sectarianism shall be swept away. 

My position as Member for Nanaimo has 
been assailed in a cowardly way by what is 
called the Press. I have been accused of 
shrinking from my duty to my constituents 
at Nanaimo, because I echoed their senti- 
ments against Confederation. I ask the 
indulgence of the House whilst I allude to 
what occurred at Nanaimo at the last elec- 
tion. At that time the question of Con- 
federation was rife throughout the Colony; 
peoples’ minds were agitated; the people of 
Nanaimo were almost unanimous against it. 
In what I said to them during the progress 
of the election, and also on the hustings, I 
told them that I agreed with their views 
against Confederation, but that when it 
came before the Council I should give it my 
best attention. It was not made a test ques- 
tion at my election. The people of Nanaimo 
are still of their original opinion; and, there- 
fore, I express their opinion now, against this 
measure; and say that their convictions are 
against Confederation, notwithstanding the 
“No, noes” of certain Hon. Members. There 
may be some amongst them, Canadians by 
birth and principle, who desire Confedera- 
tion, who, though they are here, can say with 
the poet:— 

Where ere I roam, whatever realms I see, 
My heart untravelled fondly turns to thee. 
Thus much for Nanaimo. 

Now, I say, Sir, that the question of Con- 
federation ought to be fully and amply 
discussed in this House, and to do this there 
should be a full House. I deny that it is the 
desire of the people to have Confederation, 
but I say let the people have an opportunity 
of expressing their opinions in this House. 
Let the disfranchised districts have first re- 
stored to them the rights of which they have 
been defrauded. The Governor has been 
betrayed into supposing that the people want 
Confederation, and assuming this to be true, 
he says I shall now give the people an oppor- 
tunity to discuss the terms. 

But let the Franchise be restored, then let 
the general question of Confederation come 
before an enlarged representation; and I say 
that Confederation should be put alone, aye 
or no. Shall we have Confederation? and 
not upon what terms shall we have it. The 
proper course is to dissolve the House, issue 
new writs, and let the people say whether 
they want Confederation; and after they have 
said yes, then descend into the particulars of 
it. A Government measure is now proposed, 
we are bound hand and foot, and handed 
over to Ottawa. I say, Sir, that being so 
handed over, we ought to let our masters 
settle the terms for us. 

I, therefore, venture again, Mr. President, 
to repeat that if it is to go abroad that the 
people desire Confederation, then the House 
should be dissolved, and a fair vote taken. 


The Hon. Member for Victoria District 
puts it as if the voice of the people had been 
heard. I ask how? Through newspapers? 
Conventions? Speeches? I say this is not 
the proper way. Let the people speak in this 
House, through a full body of Representa- 
tives of their own choosing. 

The question has been amply ventilated in 
this Council. The Hon. Member for Victoria 
City has gone fully into what he considers 
the difficulties. He has been met on the 
other side in a manly and able reply by the 
Hon. Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, who has been again met by the Hon. 
Mr. Wood. 

It is not for me to go into the question of 
terms now; but I deny emphatically that 
Confederation is desired by the people. My 
own constituents are against it; many other 
pone reenclcs are, as I believe, against it 

so. 

I ask, then, why should the Government 
attempt to force these Resolutions upon us, 
by means of the Official Members, who are 
only supreme in numbers? 

The people have had no opportunity to 
express their wish. Difficulties have been 
presented by an Hon. Member, arising from 
the space between British Columbia and 
Canada—difficulties arising from the means 
of transit, and from the means of communi- 
cation being cut off—difficulties arising from 
what is at present called the rebellion in the 
North-West Provinces, that strife, as I am 
informed, gathering strength day by day. 
[“No, no,” from Mr. DeCosmos.] Hon. 
Members say “No, no.” I am so informed. 
I hope it is not so, but if it be, then under 
the name of union we are called upon to take 
a part in this internecine war. 

I long for union as much as any man. In 
union of good there is strength and victory, 
but in union of evil there is defeat and disas- 
ter. I shall not occupy the time of this 
Council in adverting to matters which have 
been amply discussed; in expressing my con- 
scientious opinion I do my duty. The Hon. 
Mr. Wood has told us that he counts profes- 
sional honours as nought. I say nothing of 
prior claims to professional honours which 
I have lost, from, at all times, conscientiously 
supporting what I conceived to be right. His 
Excellency says that we are not fit for Re- 
sponsible Government. I want to know on 
what local data he says so? Who has tried 
the people? On the scope of whose mind is 
it said they are not fit? Who has examined 
them? 

The Hon. Member for Victoria District 
has properly said, if Hon. Members were 
paid for their attendance in the House, you 
would soon see whether men were capable 
or not to enter upon and fulfil the duties of 
Responsible Government. Then we should 
see whether the gentlemen disguised in mean 
apparel—Graduates of Oxford, Cambridge, 
and other Universities—who have cast their 
lot in this Colony, but are unable to defray 
their travelling expenses from remote places 
to the Capital. We should see, I say, whether 
they were capable, or not, of enlightening 
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and controlling by their wisdom the feeble 
powers of Governmental diplomacy. Sir, 
by enlarged representation we shall discover 
such men. We had one foot forward in the 
direction of freedom, it has been forced 
back. The franchise has been taken away. 
Sir, I have very feebly endeavoured to touch 
upon these subjects. In fine, I affirm that the 
matter has not been discussed fairly. There 
must be an enlarged representation, that the 
people may tell the Government what they 
want. 

Hon. Members who have supported Con- 
federation, have failed in showing that this 
is the time for it. They are afraid to ask the 
people. They have refused to do so. 

Much has been said; more will be said. I 
have listened, and have heard high sounding 
words, and inflated tautology of this and that 
Hon. Member, which remind me of soap- 
bubbles, which, though beautiful by the 
reflection of the sun’s prismatic colours, are 
equally remarkable for their rotundity and 
their emptiness. 


The Hon. Mr. BARNARD said:—Sir, in 
rising to support the motion of the Hon. and 
learned Attorney General, I can but express 
my feelings of pleasure in being permitted to 
take a part in the great work in hand—that 
of hewing off the rough corners of the block 
which has come to us from the hands of the 
Executive, and which, after receiving the 
finishing touch at the hands of the people, 
will become the key-stone of the great Con- 
federation arch which will, ere twelve 
months, extend from ocean to ocean. The 
terms as sent down by His Excellency are, I 
consider, a fair subject of congratulation. 
The manner in which they have been received 
by this House and the people is another 
subject of congratulation; and the paucity 
and utter idleness of the arguments used by 
the opposition, represented in this House as 
it is by the talent of the opposing party in 
the country, are also subjects of congratula- 
tion to His Excellency, this House, and the 
country. It is wrong, Mr. President, to 
charge the desire for Confederation on the 
part of its promoters to a desire for change. 
So far as my constituency and the adjoining 
ones on the Mainland are concerned, I may 
say safely that such was not the case—we 
accepted the Organic Act constituting this 
Council, and agreed to work it out to its 
legitimate end; and we have not counte- 
nanced nor have we been subjected to the 
many changes which other parts of this 
Colony have. I desire, before going further, 
to allude to a charge commonly made against 
my countrymen—often offensively put—but 
yesterday put by the Hon. Mr. Wood, in his 
usual gentlemanly way. It is that of “Cana- 
dian proclivity.” Asa native-born Canadian, 
in common with others, I love the land of 
my birth. We admire her institutions and 
revere her laws; but we never forget the 
land of our adoption, and we would no more 
consent to see her wronged by Canada than 
would the tens of thousands of Englishmen 
who have made Canada their home, permit 
a wrong to be done her by England. 


It is also wrong and contrary to fact that, 
“so anxious are we for Confederation that 
we would accede to any terms proposed.” 
During the past three years, I have been one 
of the foremost in advocating the cause of 
Confederation; and, in so doing, throughout 
the interior of the Colony, I am free to con- 
fess I never uttered such a sentiment; and, in 
justice to my fellow-countrymen in particu- 
lar, and the advocates of this cause in gen- 
eral, I will say that I never heard any one 
express a desire that this Colony should be 
confederated, except on such terms as might 
on investigation be found to be just and 
beneficial. 

We desire Confederation with Canada, 
because we believe that it will be to the 
interest of this Colony to unite with the 
progressive Colonies to the east. That they 
are progressive I assert, and as proof I point 
to the fact that, previous to Confederation, 
Canada proper had expended $184,000,000 
on public works, principally in building 
canals. Up to 1869, $170,000,000 had been 
expended in railways. She pays to-day 
$300,000 yearly for her ocean steam 
mail service alone, and her enterprise is fol- 
lowed by her people. Her manufactures are 
increasing yearly, and even now she is ex- 
porting cloths to England, and competing 
there with cheap labour. One firm alone, 
composed of men who landed in Canada 
pennyless, now has $9,000,000 invested in 
ocean steamers, employing 4,500 men, and 
thus sustaining 22,000 persons. Among the 
objections urged by Hon. Members against 
Confederation is our proximity to the United 
States. This, I hold, is no objection. Cana- 
dians are not taught to fear competition with 
the United States. The general feeling there 
is that we can hold our own (except in point 
of numbers) with her in any direction what- 
ever. It is to her we look for a great portion 
of our trade, and the advantages of such 
trade are mutual. 

The question is often asked: “What are 
the immediate advantages to be derived by 
us from Confederation?” My reply is that, 
in addition to the amount paid us by way of 
subsidies, we will save by a reduction in the 
tariff and by importing Canadian manufac- 
tures, a very considerable sum, thus reducing 
our taxation. Next, the terms propose that 
$1,000,000 be spent on a waggon-road to be 
commenced immediately and completed in 
three years, thus causing over $300,000 a 
year to be spent. 

Hon. gentlemen will recollect that in 1861, 
1862, and 1863, immigration poured in on 
us, caused by the report of rich discoveries 
in Cariboo, and by a knowledge on the part 
of those coming that the Government was 
spending large sums on public works, and 
that those who failed in the mines might fall 
back on the roads to replenish their purses; 
and many who are now permanent settlers 
in the interior acknowledge that they made 
their “farm stake” there. How much more 
is this likely to be the case if the larger 
works contemplated in the terms are carried 
out. 
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Then, Sir, look at the construction of a 
Railway. You may judge of the magnitude 
of the work by the following figures. There 
were employed on the Central Pacific at one 
time 25,000 men and 6,000 teams; 600 tons 
of material were forwarded daily to the point 
of construction; 30 vessels in harbour at one 
time, loaded with material; the wharves at 
San Francisco and Sacramento loaded with 
railway iron; 70 locomotives landed, and 700 
cars built to carry on the work on construc- 
tion account; no less than 30 sawmills in 
operation at one point at one time. The 
enterprise that set this enormous trade in 
motion is not one of greater magnitude than 
will be the work undertaken on this side, and 
if our farmers and population generally do 
not profit, and that immediately, by the 
carrying on of such enterprises as these, 
let them succumb, for I know of no state of 
prosperity that can help them. I contend 
the benefits of Confederation, in these re- 
spects at least, will be immediate. But Hon. 
Members have said “the United States will 
derive the benefit.” If that argument holds 
good, why not tell the merchants of Wharf 
Street to close their doors because foreign 
manufacturers reap a part of the benefit of 
their trade. Better, a great deal, for the 
opponents of this cause to advise the farmers 
to cultivate every inch of their farms and 
garner up their crops, for the day assuredly 
will come when they will have ample market 
for all they can raise. 

It has been urged here, that Canada can- 
not retain her population, much less the 
immigration that comes to her shores. In 
this, Sir, there is considerable truth, although 
the Hon. and learned Member for Victoria 
has not put the matter fairly before this 
House. In giving the number of passengers 
going from Canada to the United States, he 
has omitted to give you the number of those 
passing from the States into Canada. One 
reason why Canada has not retained the 
whole number of emigrants landed on her 
shores, is that they find greater attractions 
in the treeless prairies of the Western States, 
than in the heavily timbered lands of Can- 
ada. This, Sir, has ever been a serious draw- 
back to her. But now the case is different. 
Having acquired the vast territories of the 
great North-West, she will open them to 
settlement, and then she will have induce- 
ments to offer such as cannot be boasted of 
by any other country in the world. Open 
those millions of acres to the settler, and 
you will see such a rush of immigration—not 
only from the older countries of Europe— 
but from the United States, as will astonish 
the world, and stand unparalleled in the his- 
tory of immigration. Canada’s hardy sons 
who have left their homes for the Western 
States—allured by the advantages of prairie 
over wooded lands—will join in swelling the 
numbers, and once more plant their feet on 
British soil. 

The difficulties of defence have been 
spoken of as a formidable obstacle. Sir, 
she never regarded them in any such light. 
Canada has no fears in that direction. She 





relies on the thorough good understanding 
that has existed between herself and the 
United States for so long a period, as a 
guarantee for the future. Their interests are 
so identical that they cannot afford to quar- 
rel. The troubles between them heretofore, 
have been on England’s account, and not 
Canada’s, as witness the Trent affair, and the 
more recent Fenian invasion, which was 
rather a stab at England than an attack on 
Canada. During the recent fratracidal war 
in the United States, Canada had a difficult 
part to play in maintaining strict neutrality, 
yet she came out unscathed. It must be 
remembered, also, that Canada possesses in 
her canal system, a powerful lever—a guar- 
antee for peace—vastly more potent than 
fortifications. The great bulk of the produce 
of the Western States finds its way to the 
ocean through Canadian channels, which 
could be closed at any moment. 

As to that “other issue,” (I will not use 
the word that has been so freely used out- 
side) I have no fears for Canada or this 
Colony either. It used to be fashionable 
here, in early days, to associate the name of 
Canada with rebellion. It was the result of 
prejudice and ignorance, and was a great 
mistake. 

I recently read, Sir, an account of a meet- 
ing held in one of our principal Canadian 
cities, on the occasion of a Sabbath school 
convention. An American gentleman was 
engaged in addressing the house, filled to its 
utmost capacity. In the course of his re- 
marks, having occasion to refer to Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen, he added:— 
“American though I am, I can with all my 
heart say, ‘God bless the Queen.’” Immedi- 
ately, Sir, without any preconcerted action, 
the entire audience of men, women, and 
children rose to their feet and sung the 
National Anthem. That gentleman said, that 
such a spontaneous, hearty, and unanimous 
outburst of loyalty was probably never heard 
before. 

Such, Sir, is the kind of loyalty we were 
taught in Canada, such is the kind that is 
being taught to the rising generation of the 
new Dominion to-day; and I leave it to you 
as to whether there is room for that “other 
issue” or not. 

Before concluding, Sir, I would wish to 
remark with reference to the charge made by 
the Hon. Member for Victoria District 
against the Hon. Attorney General, that his 
conversion to Confederation was late. I 
know that it is impossible to make some 
Honourable Members believe anything good 
of Officials, whether in respect of Confedera- 
tion or anything else. But I simply desire to 
relate this fact. 

I had occasion to go into the Hon. Attor- 
ney General’s office in 1867, and he then 
showed me a letter, written by himself, in 
favour of Confederation; and after perusing 
that letter I felt convinced that when, in his 
estimation, the proper time arrived, the cause 
would have a warm and sincere advocate in 
the Attorney General. I mention this in 
order to show that the Hon. Member for 


476 11 MARCH 1870 


Victoria District has no right to arrogate to 
himself that he was the only man who was 
far-seeing enough to recognize the advan- 
tages of Confederation three years ago, and 
as a reproof to him for finding fault with 
the position taken by Hon. Official Members 
on this question now. 

To sum up, Sir, I say that amongst the 
Statesmen of Canada, we may safely look 
for men fully competent to control the affairs 
of a young nation. They are men of as much 
ambition and grasp of thought as are the 
rulers in the adjoining States; and, depend 
upon it, nothing will be left undone to 
advance the prosperity and well-being of 
every portion of their vast Dominion. We 
may safely repose full confidence in them. 
England has done so, or she would never 
have committed the well-being of four mil- 
lions of her subjects to their care. 

They can steer the good ship “Dominion,” 
and hold her on her way. She will receive 
many a shock, “but ’twill be of the waves, 
and not the rock.” 


The Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS, Member for 
Lillooet, said:—Mr. President, It is not my 
intention to occupy the attention of the 
House at any great length. I shall pass in 
review rapidly the arguments for and against 
Confederation, as they have been used by 
Hon. Members who have spoken during the 
progress of this debate. 

It seems to me, Sir, that the people and 
their interests have been entirely ignored 
throughout the discussion of this question, 
and perhaps intentionally. I refer to the 
subject of Responsible Government [“‘Hear, 
hear,” from Mr. DeCosmos], which has up 
to this stage been all but lost sight of. I, 
Sir, am one of those men who believe in the 
people. 

I remember that in opening this debate, 
the Hon. Attorney General invoked the 
Divine blessing upon the work upon which 
we were then entering. This was high- 
sounding, and a very nice picture to look at, 
but it does not wear well without that strict 
attention to the divine rights of the people, 
which is inalienable from true political 
economy. 

I have a distinct recollection of most Hon. 
Members now occuping an official position 
at this Council Board, and of the positions 
which they occupied when first they came 
to this Colony. I have often asked myself 
what entitles these Hon. Members to govern 
this Colony; but I have never been able to 
answer myself satisfactorily. I am perfectly 
ready to admit the ability of Executive Mem- 
bers as individuals. The learned eloquence 
of the Hon. Attorney General has always, 
since I have had the honour to sit at this 
Council Board, impressed me with a deep 
sense of the advantage of thorough forensic 
training; and the power and force of the 
reply of the Hon. the Chief Commissioner 
has ever and again made me feel with 
especial force the utter hopelessness of com- 
bating stern official reticence, with even the 
most brilliant powers of oratory. Yet, Sir, 
whatever our admiration for individual excel- 


lence, however great our estimation of per- 
sonal worth, the question has still remained 
unanswered, and in my opinion, unanswer- 
able. What is there in the collective 
wisdom of these Honourable Official Mem- 
bers that entitles them to arrogate to them- 
selves the right to rule? Are they, I ask, the 
dominant race, and are the people serfs? 

We have heard a great deal about absorp- 
tion, and the danger of the larger body 
swallowing up the smaller. I think about as 
much of that danger as I do of the other evil 
threatened in such earnest and thrilling lan- 
guage by the Hon. Member for Victoria, 
namely, that our salmon would, under Con- 
federation, and the protection from salmon 
nets that would be extended to them, increase 
and multiply to such an extent that they 
would absorb all the smaller fish. I, however, 
to speak seriously, doubt very much if the 
Hon. Member can cite a single example in 
History of the larger absorbing the lesser, 
unless the larger possessed better qualifica- 
tions as in the case of the absorption by 
British Columbia of Vancouver Island. Sir, 
we must give up all personal prejudices, and 
we must bend our minds to the establishment 
of a great British Empire upon this Pacific 
Coast. 

Lord Macauley says that “Governments 
are made for the people, and not the people 
for the Governments.” Yet, Sir, how dif- 
ferent seems to be the course of reasoning 
in this Colony. Here we have a strange 
compound of sickly representation and un- 
popular officialdom. The want of Respon- 
sible Government has become intolerable; 
the people have ceased to respect the Gov- 
ernment, and the Government seem to be 
doing their best to educate the people up 
to hating the officials. There is to my mind, 
Sir, no necessity for the continuance of such 
a state of things, only let the peoples’ voice 
be heard, and there will be a change. The 
overwhelming preponderance of the official 
element in this Council, and the presence 
in the Legislative body of officials who are 
paid by the people, and yet are not respon- 
sible to them, is the real cause of the 
alienation of the hearts of the people from 
the Government. The votes of these Hon. 
gentlemen must always oscillate between 
their own interests and what their own con- 
sciences dictate to them as for the good of 
the country. It is our duty, Sir, to bring 
back the hearts of the people. We must 
have a Government by and for the people. 
This is what I believe the people really 
require, and this and more, if necessary, the 
Government must be prepared to give them. 
The people of this Colony will consent to 
no arrangement which has not for its foun- 
dation—Responsible Government. We must 
be prepared to pull down and demolish the 
old structure, in order to rear up one that 
shall endure—as a Government secure in 
the affections of the people only can endure. 
I warn Hon. gentlemen that they must en- 
deavour to recover the wills of the people; 
then, and not till then, will return that 
prosperity which we all desire to see. 
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I hope, Sir, that the Executive will not 
attempt to make any arrangement with the 
Dominion Government which does not in- 
clude popular self-government. The people 
will never accept Confederation without 
Responsible Government. 

We must first get the tree—Responsible 
Government—and we may afterwards, with 
some reason, hope to get the fruit. I say, 
Sir, that it is a gross libel upon the intelli- 
gence of the people of this Colony, to say 
that we are not fitted for self-government. 
In no country can you find men better 
capable of governing themselves, and of 
managing their own affairs, than in this 
Colony. I hold, Sir, that the greatest en- 
emies of the people are those who always 
endeavour to blazon forth their learning. 
I am proud to say that I am of the people. 
My education, if not of so high a culture 
as that of some Hon. Members of this 
House, has at least enabled me, up to this 
time, to make my own way in the world, 
unaided by official pay and without the 
assistance of official favour or influence. 
And when I hear Hon. Members speaking 
of the people as a class unfit for self-govern- 
ment, I find it difficult to believe that such 
a set of men are the same as have been 
speaking before, in this House, and outside 
on Confederation. 

In conclusion, Sir, I say fearlessly that 
Responsible Government is a sine qua non 
in the terms of Confederation. Place what 
conditions you will before the people, with- 
out the condition of Responsible Govern- 
ment, and Confederation is killed. 

Confederation means to Official Members 
a pension, to the people it means self- 
government, and I say, Sir, that above all 
things, we must keep in view the absolute 
necessity of keeping control of our own 
local affairs, otherwise Confederation would 
be useless to the country, and I warn Hon. 
Members at the other side of the House, 
that to exclude Responsible Government 
from the terms, is to ensure defeat for the 
whole Confederation scheme when it comes 
before the people at the polls. 


The Hon. Mr. CarraL_, Member for 
Cariboo, said:—Mr. President, I did not 
intend to open my lips during this debate; 
indeed I am left with very little to say by 
the Honourable gentlemen who have pre- 
ceded me. I have taken notes with a view, 
if those assertions which were put forth were 
not answered, of replying to them. 

For three days I have sat at this Board 
and heard discussions pro and con. I have 
heard nearly every word; certainly every 
argument which Honourable Members on 
both sides have adduced; especially have I 
listened to every argument of those who are 
in opposition, and I believe that nothing 
remains unanswered—in fact but a few 
crumbs are left for me. Another reason 
why I did not desire to make a speech is 
that my principles are pretty thoroughly 
known, and I deem it almost a work of 
supererogation to reiterate my sentiments. 





But as this debate as to whether we should 
go into Committee or not has taken such a 
serious turn, I think it right and proper to 
say a few words. Whoever knows me 
through this Colony, or through British 
North America, knows that my principles 
have never changed on this great Confedera- 
tion question. I have always maintained 
that the fragments of empire lying loose, 
so to speak, in British North America, east 
and west of the Rocky Mountains, should be 
united and consolidated under one Govern- 
ment. The question of the confederation of 
the whole Colonial Empire of Great Britain 
is one that has always appeared to me to be 
replete with the greatest interest, and I trust 
that I may be spared to see this consolidation 
consummated. 

With regard to the advantages that Con- 
federation will bring to British Columbia, 
it is almost forbidden ground, for the ad- 
vantages are in reality part of the Resolu- 
tions. If I allude to them I am forestalling 
the debate on terms, and as I should not be 
in a position to prove anything which is in 
futurity, I had perhaps better abstain from 
touching upon the subject. However, this 
much I will say, that, after sentiment and 
loyalty are disposed of, it becomes a question 
of advantage. 

The terms sent down to this House, in my 
opinion, warrant our acceptance of them in 
their entirety; but if the House think other- 
wise, I may, I am sure, go so far as to say 
that the Executive are open to receive sug- 
gestions, and that there will be no objection 
to adopt any suggestions which will not be 
likely to jeopardize the success of the whole 
scheme. In this conviction, I do not propose 
to go over the ground that has already been 
taken up. But I must allude to what I can- 
not help calling the feeling of over-care and 
caution which has been displayed throughout 
this debate. 

I believe, Mr. President, that you are an 
Englishman, and as a nation I think you 
express too much caution, fear, and anxiety 
with respect to the course which Canada 
might pursue. I do not speak personally, 
but such appears to me to be the character- 
istic quality of Englishmen, and it has 
especially cropped out during this debate. 
I say that I believe we are treating with a 
far-seeing, fair-dealing set of men who would 
never forfeit their word, Statesmen who 
would be incapable of offering “mean con- 
ditions,” even if we of British Columbia 
would accept them. They will give us terms 
to make us happy and contented. Another 
reason for our feeling confidence in the fu- 
ture is that we shall have under these terms, 
as the Hon. Member of Victoria District says, 
an enormous proportion of Representatives 
at Ottawa, and I presume that each of these 
Representatives will have a voice and the 
gift of speech. 

It is fair to augur that the Dominion 
Statesmen will give us what will make us 
contented and prosperous. In touching upon 
this point, I should like to make an historical 
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allusion, and for example I would refer to 
the present condition of the Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland. [‘‘Hear, hear,” 
from Dr. Helmcken.] When Hon. gentle- 
men say “Hear, hear,” they may think I have 
given an unapt illustration. We, however, 
know that the number of Ireland’s represen- 
tatives, amounting to something over one 
hundred, have enabled the Irish members of 
the British House of Commons to hold the 
balance of power and the bulk of patronage 
between the great contending political par- 
ties, and by swaying between the Gladstones 
and Disraelis, or other leaders of the day, 
they have frequently been able to turn the 
scale so as to obtain what they desired, and 
to secure a liberal share of the patronage 
to office. I maintain, Sir, in this connection, 
that if British Columbia found that by reason 
of her small representation, large in com- 
parison with the representation of the dif- 
ferent States in the Congress of America, 
I say, that if British Columbian Members 
found that there was any disposition to 
tyrannise in the Dominion House of Com- 
mons, which I do not for one moment fear, 
they could make common cause with other 
small maritime Provinces against Canada 
proper. To quote the words of the Hon. 
Chief Commissioner, I believe that British 
Columbia will be a pet Province of the 
Confederacy. I try, Sir, to avoid speech- 
making, the time for that will be in Com- 
mittee. I do not hope to sway a single vote 
by any remarks that I make. I believe that 
every Hon. Member came here, previously 
prepared, to vote one way or the other, and 
I do not think any eloquent orators, and 
much less any feeble words of mine, will 
cause one of them to change his opinion. 
But I make a speech in order that a record 
may be taken of it, and my constituents may 
be able to see that I was not dumb. I be- 
lieve, I say, that all Hon. Members came 
down with their opinions formed, as to 
whether the amendment of the Hon. and 
learned Member for Victoria, or the proposi- 
tion of the Hon. and learned Attorney Gen- 
eral, which was so ably put before us, 
should be carried. I sincerely hope, how- 
ever, that Hon. Members will join me in 
voting down the amendment, and in support- 
ing the motion of the Hon. Attorney General. 
This is, emphatically, the question of the 
day, and the policy of the Government 
should meet with a liberal and warm support 
from every Member of this Council, in order 
that the question may be fairly brought be- 
fore the people for final decision. 

And here, Sir, with the permission of the 
House, I will say one word upon the course 
pursued by the Government. The Executive 
Council have been actuated by motives of 
duty only, they have brought down these 
Resolutions, based on a broad view of the 
whole subject, and they ask you to make 
suggestions and additions. [Dr. Helmcken— 
“No, they don’t.”] Yes, Sir, I maintain that 
the Executive do so, and I will maintain it 
with my last breath. The Executive are pre- 


pared to consider, and if possible give effect 
to, every amendment or suggestion of this 
Council, provided it does not jeopardize the 
success of the scheme with the Canadian 
Government. The final verdict must come 
from the people, and I can safely maintain 
that nothing could be fairer. 

Among things brought up in the course of 
this debate, the questions of Tariff and 
Responsible Government occupy prominent 
positions. I think the Hon. Member for 
Victoria District has taken right ground, 
when he said that it was competent for the 
Dominion Government to alter and amend 
the tariff so as to protect every vested interest 
in this Colony. I am no lawyer, but I be- 
lieve the Canadian Statesmen are sufficiently 
far-seeing to take care that not an interest in 
this Colony shall suffer by the Resolutions 
which we are about passing. With regard to 
the Dominion Tariff, people thought that the 
abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty was the 
death-knell of the independence of Canada. 
I have lived, however, to see her more pros- 
perous by that abrogation. It has taught her 
to develop her own resources, and to become 
self-reliant. After she was prevented from 
going to the United States, by that abroga- 
tion, she turned her attention to her own 
resources, and I believe she is now going to 
be one of the most progressive nations upon 
the earth. Undoubtedly, she is determined 
to progress westward, until she reaches Brit- 
ish Columbia and the Pacific; and with all 
her progressive tendency she will not abate 
one jot of the loyalty for which, now as ever, 
she is distinguished. 

Now, with regard to Responsible Govern- 
ment. [“Hear, hear,” from Mr. DeCosmos.] 
I desire to touch lightly upon this subject in 
passing, because I have been told that my 
popularity has suffered by some remarks to 
which I gave utterance in this House upon 
a previous occasion. Much as I value popu- 
larity, I must on this question express my 
honest and conscientious opinion as an indi- 
vidual. I believe that I was the first to break 
ground on the question of Responsible Govy- 
ernment, in connection with Confederation. 
I did it, not hastily or thoughtlessly, but on 
conviction; and I maintain that so long as I 
do it honestly, I am free to say what I please, 
as an individual, upon this matter. I do not 
believe, Sir, that, with our present popula- 
tion, with our people scattered over a vast 
extent of thinly populated country, and hav- 
ing regard to the various conficting interests 
consequent on remoteness from the centre, 
the principle of Responsible Government 
cannot be satisfactorily applied to this com- 
munity at present. I believe entirely in the 
ability and fitness of the Anglo-Saxon race 
to govern themselves, but I say that the time 
has not yet arrived under which that particu- 
lar form of government, generally known as 
Responsible, can be satisfactorily worked in 
this Colony. I believe that the scheme 
foreshadowed by the Governor for Repre- 
sentative Government will be the best that, 
under present circumstances, the Colony can 
have. The popular members under that 
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system will have a clear majority, and, con- 
sequently, the people will have the control of 
the purse-strings. I do not speak these 
words as a member of the Executive Council, 
but as the expression of my own deliberate 
opinion. Sir, I was not sent here pledged to 
any particular platform. My constituents 
had confidence in me, and were content that 
I should act on my own judgment. Speaking 
Officially, I say that Responsible Government 
is not a question of Union. The Act of 
Union gives us the exclusive right to alter 
our own laws with respect to everything 
connected with the internal and Jocal Gov- 
ernment of the Province, so long as the 
Federal prerogative, if I may so call it, is 
not infringed. If the majority of the people 
want Responsible Government after Con- 
federation, neither Governor Musgrave nor 
any other power on earth can prevent their 
having it. It is unfounded, unfair, and un- 
just, on the part of those who are opposed 
to the Government on the question of Con- 
federation, to endeavour to put any other 
complexion upon the matter. 

With respect, Mr. President, to the re- 
marks about Cabinet Ministers and Execu- 
tive Councillors, which have fallen from cer- 
tain Hon. Members, I will only refer to the 
work that the Executive have laid before this 
House. From the general approbation 
which has been tendered, both in this House 
and on the outside, to the terms of Confed- 
eration which have been sent down by the 
Executive, I think that I am fairly entitled to 
assume that our labour has not been in vain, 
and that it has given satisfaction. I thank 
this Council for the words of encouragement 
and approbation with which they have ac- 
cepted these conditions, especially those who 
have endorsed them. No one, not even the 
Hon. Member for Victoria City, can say that 
it is not the wish of the people that this 
question should be discussed, and ultimately 
dealt with by the people. 

A charge has been preferred by the Hon. 
Member for Victoria District, against the 
Hon. Attorney General and the Hon. Chief 
Commissioner, to the effect that they had 
turned their coats and changed since they 
had given votes upon Confederation in this 
House upon a former occasion. If they have 
changed, I maintain that upon conviction 
they are not to be blamed for doing so. It 
was well known that the Hon. gentleman 
had stated, or at all events I have always so 
understood it, had a telegram, or some other 
information from head quarters, more than 
a year ago, to the effect that the Dominion 
Government were not prepared to negotiate 
terms to Confederation with this Colony, 
until after the settlement of the Red River 
question, which was then pending with the 
Hudson Bay Company. The Hon. Attorney 
General, and the Hon. Chief Commissioner 
took this same ground last year. They were 
of opinion that nothing could be done to 
further Confederation satisfactorily, until 
the sovereignty of the Dominion was estab- 
lished in the North-West Territory. Both 
assured me privately that they were in favour 











of Confederation, and I say that they entered 
into the consideration of the scheme without 
mention of pensions being secured to them. 
Who, I ask, are Confederates? The people 
most unquestionably; and could we, the 
people of this Colony, ever have made Con- 
federation a successful issue, unless it had 
been taken up by Government. His Excel- 
lency Governor Musgrave has done nothing 
but what Prime Ministers do every day, in 
making this a Government question. On 
the part of the Government, I cordially invite 
the assistance, co-operation, and earnest de- 
liberation of all Members of the Council 
to the scheme—a good one—and after we 
have done our best with it, we must leave it 
to the people. 

Before I close my remarks, Sir, I must 
allude to what fell from the Hon. Member 
for Victoria City, whose opinion and lightest 
remarks are always received and listened to 
by this House with the greatest deference and 
respect, and every wrinkle of whose brow is 
a notch in the calendar of a well-spent life, 
for whose character as an individual I have 
the highest reverence and esteem. I cannot 
but say, however, that in my opinion, and I 
believe in the opinion of this House, what 
the Hon. gentleman did say about another 
possible issue, was ill-timed, inopportune, 
and unhappy; and, Sir, I deem it my duty as 
a Member of the Executive Council to say, 
that if he did intend to foreshadow the idea 
that the other union, to which he made ill- 
timed allusion, could ever be an issue in this 
Colony, he entirely misrepresented the views 
of the Executive Council. In this connection 
I desire to say that, in common with the 
Chief Commissioner, I feel a great respect 
for our neighbours of the Great Republic; I 
honour the country and its institutions; par- 
ticularly I esteem the people of America in 
the exercise of national and domestic rela- 
tions; they are true Anglo-Saxons; they are 
at this moment lavishing an amount of hos- 
pitality on Prince Arthur, which would do 
honour to any nation. But, whilst professing 
great respect for the people and for the 
Government of the United States, I confess 
that I do not like their political institutions. 
I have many friends in America, and I have 
spent some time there myself, in their mili- 
tary service, but I left America a greater 
Canadian than ever. And I say, Sir, that I 
deem the action taken by certain foreigners 
here, in getting up a petition, which has 
perhaps been brought into more prominent 
notice than it was entitled to, exceedingly 
unhappy, and I know that I speak the senti- 
ments of my constituents when I say so. 
These foreigners have received every hos- 
pitality, and have been treated with respect 
and liberality in this Colony; they enjoyed 
all the rights and privileges to which they 
would have been entitled in their own coun- 
try, and perhaps more; they have acted fool- 
ishly towards the flag that sheltered them, 
and have abused the hospitality which has 
been extended to them in getting up this 
petition. If any British subjects signed it, I 
consider them unworthy of the name; they 
would be better in the chain-gang. 
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I must refer once again to the Hon. Mem- 
ber for Victoria City. He said that patriot- 
ism was dead in this Colony; that interest 
and self-interest was paramount, and that 
the dollar was supreme, and was the only 
patriotism. [Dr. Helmcken—“What? what? 
I said nothing of the kind.”] I maintain that 
the words were used, and I say that the Hon. 
Member misunderstood or misrepresented 
the feelings of the people of this Colony in 
saying so. It is, perhaps, unbecoming in me, 
who have not the stake in the Country and 
who have not the status, domestic, monetary, 
or political, of most other gentlemen round 
this Council Board, and who have, com- 
paratively speaking, but lately come to the 
Colony, to express an opinion; but neverthe- 
less I do say that patriotism is not dead in 
this Colony, and that the people are as 
patriotic, noble, and generous-hearted as any 
other people in the world. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—Sir, I rise to a 
question of privilege. I cannot allow the 
Hon. Member to make a speech about some- 
thing I did not say without correcting him. 
I said that this Colony had no love for 
Canada; the bargain for love could not be; it 
can only be the advancement of material 
interests which will lead to union. 


Hon. Mr. CarRALL—I maintain, Sir, that 
I have not in any way exaggerated what the 
Hon. gentleman did say; and I conclude by 
saying that the people of British Columbia 
are loyal, honourable, and true, and when 
they give their adhesion to the Dominion 
they will uphold the British flag, as they 
always have been upheld— 

The flag that has braved a thousand years 

The battle and the breeze. 


The Hon. Mr. ALsTon, Registrar General, 
said:—-Sir, I should not have risen to attempt 
to make a speech at this late hour, had it 
not been from the peculiar position which I 
occupy in this Council, and I feel that I 
ought to apologise for detaining the House, 
even for a few minutes, after the very 
exhaustive arguments on both sides have 
been heard with such patient attention. 

As I am neither one of the Executive, 
nor a Representative Member of this House, 
I have to satisfy my own conscience, and as 
it is probable I may not have another oppor- 
tunity of expressing my opinion on the prin- 
ciple of Confederation with Canada, I must 
beg leave to say a few words. 

It will be unnecessary to follow up the 
subject at any length, as I believe that the 
principle of Confederation has been virtu- 
ally conceded. I give the Hon. Member for 
Victoria District all the credit that may be 
due for the consistent way in which he has 
agitated this question for years past, and 
probably the reason why the matter was not 
earlier brought to a successful issue through 
that agitation, was that either he did the 
right thing in the wrong way, or that he lived 
before his time. From 1867 to the present 
time, the question has been discussed in 
successive sessions of the Council, and it has 
been declared in effect that, at some future 


time, Confederation would be of advantage 
to this Colony. The Imperial Government 
have now spoken out unmistakeably in the 
matter, and have decided that Confederation 
shall take place. It seems that those who 
have the power to shape the destinies of this 
Colony have decided that it is to take a part 
in the great scheme of Confederation of the 
British North American Colonies, and have 
not hesitated to throw the whole weight of 
their enormous influence in the scale to effect 
this object; the Canadian Parliament mani- 
festly urge this matter as a necessary part 
of their scheme; and last, though not least, a 
large portion of the people of this Colony 
cry aloud for it, as a panacea for all their 
ills. Downing Street has not hesitated to 
guide and control the opinions of Her Majes- 
ty’s Servants in this Colony. Whether this 
be wise or prudent on the part of the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, in view of the 
present constitution of this Colony, it is not 
for me to say, but it is of no use blinding 
our eyes to the fact that they who have the 
power will—and for aught I know should— 
exercise it. 

It was fitting, then, that the Executive of 
this Colony should take the initiative and 
undertake the responsibility of placing the 
matter before the country in a tangible 
shape. I rejoice that they have done so, and 
that the working out of the basis of arrange- 
ments has fallen into so able hands, for 
what other party have the power to do so? 
If they had not preoccupied the ground, who 
is there? What party is there in this small 
community commanding sufficient general 
respect, that could have undertaken this im- 
portant duty, with any chance of success? 

Now, Sir, the Resolutions before us form 
no final measure, no unavoidable and per- 
fected conditions. I look upon them simply 
as the basis of arrangement—the initial step 
in the negotiation of the business. If it had 
been otherwise—if these were proposed as 
final conditions upon which the people of the 
Colony would be allowed to pass no vote, 
over which they would exercise no control. 
If the Government had said to this Council, 
you shall have these terms or none, I would 
have voted against them, or retired from this 
Assembly. But the Governor has declared 
that they shall be submitted to a popular 
vote, and ratified by a really representative 
and reconstructed Council. 

That being so, I can give them my con- 
scientious support, not only because I deem 
it to be my duty to support every well- 
considered Government measure, but be- 
cause I believe them to be, as far as they 
go, reasonable, fair, and advantageous. Be- 
fore now, a Government measure has claim- 
ed a support, but a reluctant one; in this 
case it is not so. I trust I may be allowed 
to render my small tribute of thanks to the 
Hon. Member for Victoria City, who with 
great self-denial has undertaken an unenvi- 
able position, one which, of necessity, would 
lay himself open to attack and misrepresen- 
tation; but one in which he has done and 
can do great service to his country. I think 
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I can see, in the Resolutions before me, 
evidences of this service; traces of his handi- 
work; and although he cannot give the 
measure his support, I feel sure, though I 
desire not to penetrate the secrets of that 
mysterious chamber, that he has done all in 
his power to render them as beneficial, or 
rather, as the Hon. Member himself would 
say, as little hurtful as he could to the best 
interests of the Colony. 

When this subject came up for discussion, 
in the last Session of this Council, I joined 
those who were supposed to form the Con- 
federate party, and moved the following 
Resolution :— 


That, however, desirable Con- 
federation with Canada may here- 
after become, this Council believes 
that until the great Territory inter- 
vening between this Colony and the 
Dominion is transferred to the 
Crown, and contains a larger and 
more settled population, it would 
be premature to express any defin- 
ite opinion on the subject. 


It is unnecessary for me to say anything 
in favour of the principle of Confederation. 
It is admitted in the Resolution which I have 
just read. I take it, Sir, that the obstacle 
there referred to will be speedily removed; 
that the small band of disaffected spirits will 
soon disperse, and that the machinery of 
Government will shortly be put in motion; 
and though I do not take pleasure, like the 
Hon. Member on my left, in revolution, 
political hatred, agitation, and blood and 
thunder generally, I am not disposed to 
regret the occurrence of the difficulty in the 
Red River, for it will teach the Canadian 
Government, and the Imperial Government, 
and all Governments, that though you may 
buy and sell territories, you cannot transfer 
the human beings therein, like so many serfs 
and chattels, to a fresh allegiance with im- 
punity; that the consent of the people must 
be first obtained; and that though the soil 
may be sold, the soul is free. This measure 
was, to a certain extent, forced upon the 
Government by the people of this Colony. 
It is said that the people clamour for a 
change in the Government. Why, Sir, we 
have had changes enough during the time I 
have been in the Colony, to ruin any country; 
changes generally for the worse. [‘No, no,” 
from Mr. DeCosmos.] But whether Con- 
federation comes or not, there is one change 
more which I hope to see before this year 
expires, and that is a change in the Con- 
stitution of this Council. I desire to see all 
the Members, save the Executive Officers, 
elected by the people; and this change is 
promised by the Governor. 

I hope, also, that the Colony will so pros- 
per, and the population so increase, that 
before many years another change will come, 
that is to say Responsible Government. At 
present, I believe we are not fitted for it; it is 
practically impossible, and the Governor has 
had the courage to declare it. I would gladly 
believe that the cry for this panacea for all 
evil does not come from those who would 
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fain jump into vacant places, and enjoy what 
they are pleased to term bloated idleness. 
Such pharasaic patriotism was so well ex- 
posed by my much abused friend at the 
bottom of the table (Dr. Helmcken), that I 
will not further allude to it. But I say, Sir, 
that if they can find public servants who will 
perform their duties better and more per- 
fectly, let them in God’s name come on. I 
am content, for one, to give place to better 
men. Now is the opportunity offered. But, 
Sir, Iam rejoiced that this measure has come 
down from the Executive; it will, when 
accomplished, give us rest I hope from this 
everlasting change. The farmer, the artizan, 
the capitalist, and the merchant will know 
what to expect, and will make their plans 
accordingly. Years ago, the farmer naturally 
expected that the Free Port system was 
settled and approved of. Agitation com- 
menced, the farmer and the merchant could 
not carry on their pursuits without anxiety, 
and the Colony suffered. The Free Port was 
abolished—that grand political mistake,— 
Union with British Columbia was effected, 
and a heavy tariff imposed, and business 
calculations were confounded again. But 
this Colony and the people have such elastic 
force, that they are again beginning to settle 
themselves down to the new order of things. 
Business went on, it is true, but, nevertheless, 
it suffered; and for the last two years agita- 
tion has again been at work. The farmer is 
alarmed; he is prosperous at present, but he 
dreads (unnecessarily I think) what will be 
virtually to him the Free Port system again; 
and so alarm, and change, and unquietness 
are for ever distracting this small and strug- 
gling Colony, which, unless it had immense 
vital energy, and enormous latent strength, 
would long ago have succumbed. I see, 
however, in the prospect before us, a sign of 
better things—a more hopeful future—a 
state which when consummated will, I be- 
lieve, secure a more settled life to the 
Colony. 

I do not fear for the agricultural interest, 
for I believe the only protection which the 
farmer requires, is the protection of good 
roads, good laws, and an easy communica- 
tion with the markets where he may best 
dispose of his produce. Self-interest, if no 
other reason, will induce the Canadian 
Government so to modify the Tariff as to 
endanger as little as possible the various 
interests, agricultural and otherwise, of the 
Colony. I firmly believe that Canada will 
deal justly with us; at any rate, it is our duty 
to deal frankly and in a friendly spirit with 
the Canadians, until we see signs of a con- 
trary spirit animating them. I am ready to 
shake hands across the Rocky Mountains 
with our Canadian brethren; let us not open 
negotiations with clenched fists. 

As regards the paucity of representation 
allowed to us in the Dominion Parliament, 
after what has been shown so clearly to us 
by the Hon. Member for Victoria District 
of the analagous right of representation 
enjoyed by the Pacific States of the Ameri- 
can Union, I think we cannot rightly expect 
more. 


482 11 MARCH 1870 


My Hon. friend on my right (Mr. Wood) 
who certainly has placed the objections and 
arguments against Confederation forcibly 
before the House, says that Confederation 
means an union of equal States self-governed, 
and is equivalent to absorption. I doubt 
whether this is historically correct. But, Sir, 
whether that be so or not is beside the ques- 
tion, for the Resolutions which are before us 
are in fact Resolutions for the Union of this 
Colony with Canada. Union is the term used 
in the Organic Act, and the term Confedera- 
tion never once occurs. It is Union we are 
seeking, not Confederation. The American 
States are States of the Union, not of the 
Confederation, and it has been conclusively 
shown that in that Country the separate 
States are not absorbed, although united. 

And again, Sir, we were told that we are 
selling our independence, and transferring 
our loyalty. Nota bit of it. Ifthe people of 
this Colony pass the measure, surely their 
verdict is not one of slavery, unless they be 
slaves themselves, and yet they are free to 
act. This measure will not pass unless the 
people of this Colony are willing that it 
should, and declare unmistakeably that it is 
for their benefit. Whatever I may individu- 
ally think, I shall bow to the free popular 
decision, and be prepared to believe that the 
vox populi is the vox dei. In so great a 
measure, I trust the people may be guided to 
a right conclusion. 

As to loyalty, I need add no more than 
has already been said so forcibly by the 
Hon. Attorney General and the Hon. Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works. 
Hemmed in to the north and south by a 
people owning a different allegiance to our 
own; forced back to the sea to the west, the 
only direction in which loyal hearts can turn 
is to the rising people of the east, who ask us 
to unite in a friendly spirit with them, to 
form a great Nation. May that union prove 
a source of strength to us and them. 

I shall give to the Government measure a 
hearty support, reserving, however, to myself 
the right of suggesting any amendments or 
improvements, or of supporting any recom- 
mendations which may appear to me to be 
necessary or desirable. 

From the position which I hold in this 
Council as an Officer of the Government, I 
have deemed it right to make this statement 
of the course which I propose to follow in 
this great and momentous subject, and I 
maintain it to be perfectly conscientious and 
perfectly consistent with my previous con- 
duct. 

The Hon. Mr. DEWDNEY, Member for 
Kootenay, rose and said:—Mr. President, I 
have purposely waited until this late stage of 
the debate in order to avail myself of the 
opportunity of listening to the arguments 
that have been adduced both for and against 
the scheme of Confederation as sent down 
for our consideration by His Excellency the 
Governor, and particularly for the reason 
that I have not been in a position (from my 
long absence in the Upper Country) of mak- 


ing myself acquainted with the subject as I 
should like to have done. 

As the debate progressed, I felt more and 
more that I had been right in so doing, as I 
have now the benefit of the well considered 
opinions and arguments of so many Honour- 
able Members; and upon these able argu- 
ments I have in a great measure been guided 
in coming to the conclusion which I propose 
to explain. 

And now, Mr. President, I think it is 
incumbent on me to state the course I intend 
to take with regard to the subject. 

I feel I have a most responsible duty to 
perform, not only to my constituents, but to 
myself and the country generally. 

With regard to my constituents, I feel that 
I am placed in a rather peculiar position, and 
I regret that I have had no opportunity of 
communicating with them since Confedera- 
tion has assumed the phase it now does. 

You are aware, I presume, Mr. President, 
that I was selected, unsolicited on my part, 
to represent the Kootenay District in this 
Council. At that election Confederation 
was made the test question, and I can assure 
you that at that time the feeling of the 
majority of my constituents was opposed to 
Confederation with the Dominion of Canada. 

At a subsequent period—only a few 
months ago—a petition, concocted in this 
city, was dispatched to Kootenay for the 
purpose of obtaining signatures in favour of 
Confederation. It was, however, unfavour- 
ably received, the party circulating it was 
roughly handled, and the petition returned a 
blank. I mention this to shew you that up 
to a late period my constituents held the 
same views with regard to Confederation 
that they did some eighteen months ago. 

Shortly after this petition had been dis- 
patched to Kootenay, as just mentioned, I 
wrote to my constituents, requesting them to 
advise me fully with regard to their wants 
and wishes; and, in reply, I received a com- 
munication setting forth what they specially 
desired that I should assist in obtaining for 
them, but not one word on the subject of 
Confederation. 

I have now before me the terms submitted 
by His Excellency the Governor at the open- 
ing of this Council, as well as the paragraph 
in His Excellency’s Speech, referring to those 
terms; and I must say that had I resided as 
mear my constituents as the Honourable 
Members for Victoria and Nanaimo Cities 
do to theirs, I should most certainly have 
sought an opportunity of meeting them and 
obtaining some expression of their opinions 
on the now altered position of this question. 
But as the remoteness of my District has 
rendered such a course impossible, it is only 
left for me to exercise my own judgment. 

I wish to cast no reflections on the Hon. 
Members referred to, and with regard to the 
Hon. senior Member for Victoria, I consider 
the action he has taken on this question only 
forces stronger and stronger on my mind, 
and I believe on the minds of the people, 
that any matter entrusted to his care will 
always be dealt with conscientiously, and 
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with due regard to the feelings which he 
believes his constituents entertain. 

Had I had an opportunity of submitting 
to my constituents the question of Confed- 
eration in the light that it now bears, I do 
believe that their opinions would be in unison 
with that of the country generally, in favour 
of Confederation on the terms now pro- 
posed, and being of that impression I intend 
to support the motion of the Hon. Attorney 
General. I feel assured that the vote which 
I am about to give will meet with the ap- 
proval of my constituents. 

I should feel some hesitation in supporting 
the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, 
were it not for the assurance given in His 
Excellency’s Speech, that the action we may 
now take will not be final until ratified by 
the general verdict of the people. 

I trust I have now stated openly and fairly 
the position in which I stand, and the course 
I intend to pursue. I propose, Mr. President, 
to support Confederation with terms, and I 
believe that is the stand that will be taken 
by all the Hon. Members who support 
Confederation at all. 

With regard to the terms proposed for 
our consideration, it will be open for me 
to discuss them more particularly in Com- 
mittee; but I may here state generally, that I 
consider they are only what the country is 
fairly entitled to demand, and I shall support 
them probably as they stand; and, at the 
same time, shall be ready to give my vote 
to any address that may be forwarded to 
His Excellency, recommending the insertion 
of other terms that I believe may be advan- 
tageous to the Colony. 

Mr. President, I must now thank you for 
the kind attention you have shewn me in 
listening to the few remarks I have felt 
bound to make; and I have now only to say, 
that as soon as the terms are decided upon 
by this Honourable Council, and placed in 
the hands of His Excellency, I, for one, shall 
feel perfectly confident that future negotia- 
tions will be brought to a successful issue. 

I have acted conscientiously in this matter, 
and I am sure I shall not regret the action I 
have taken as long as I live. 

The Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN, Member for 
Victoria, in reply, said: —Mr. President, 
every word that I spoke I am willing to 
abide by, but I have no wish to be mis- 
represented. I never said that patriotism 
was dead in this Colony; and I have not yet 
advocated that closer Union with another 
country, to which allusion has been made, 
as the other issue to come before the people; 
but a strong feeling does exist in favour of 
that other Union, and it is just as well that 
the Dominion Government should know that 
there are very many people in this Colony 
who think that Annexation would be far 
more advantageous than Confederation, and 
who have no love for Canada. I maintain 
that the people of this Colony do not desire 
Confederation; they desire these glittering 
terms; take away or reduce the terms, and 


the people don’t want Confederation—will 
not have it. I have never seen any pro- 
gramme proposed by the Confederation 
party, and it is certainly to the credit of the 
Government that it has sent one down [Hear, 
hear,] which has taken even the Confedera- 
tionists by suprise. I once saw a scheme 
brought before this House, which included 
no Railway, no Dry Dock, a small Subsidy, 
and the Dominion Tariff, objectionable as it 
is acknowledged now to be. It was defeated. 
The new scheme asks more, and so the 
country has gained by the delay. 

_ But, Sir, the Hon. Members of this Coun- 
cil have been arguing as though these terms 
had been obtained—aerial castle building. 
I say they are only propositions. I have not 
heard one Member say those terms must be 
had, or no Confederation. 


[Hon. Mr. DeCosmos,—I stated yester- 
day, that if certain terms were not granted 
I should oppose Confederation.] 

I expect to see you an opponent of Con- 
federation before long; probably we shall 
change sides [Laughter]; but until these 
terms, or terms that will be satisfactory to 
the country are arranged, I shall not cease 
my opposition to Confederation. I think 
it necessary to say a few words in explana- 
tion of my position. I do stand here a 
Member of the Executive Council, whether 
I gave in my resignation or not, is not for the 
Hon. Member for Victoria District to know; 
I shall not gratify his curiosity; he should 
recollect, however, that party Government 
does not exist here. 

I have opposed the Government on Con- 
federation. I think it probable that when 
the terms come back from Canada they will 
bear but little resemblance to themselves; 
so until the Country is satisfied I will oppose 
Confederation. It is sufficient that the ulti- 
mate issue now rests with the people them- 
selves; and I hope they will band themselves 
together to demand these or better terms. 

Thus far the question is lost to me in 
this Council. I am beaten by the Imperial 
Government, by the Canadian Government, 
by Lord Granville’s despatch, but more than 
all by the alluring terms and a Government 
majority,—by no one else. In this Council, 
the Executive Council has repeated itself. 
I intend now to offer no factious opposition 
to the conditions, but it will be my duty to 
point out what I consider faults, and though 
I will support the terms as they are, or 
nearly so, others must go in. I will not 
attempt to introduce anything which Canada 
cannot concede; so that on the one hand, 
Canada may have no excuse to refuse to 
accept the terms, and on the other, if Con- 
federation does come it may come accom- 
panied with conditions that will be beneficial 
to the material interests of the Colony. I 
now bide my time; when the terms as 
agreed to by Canada return, the people may 
find them changed, and not so attractive 
and enticing as they now appear. 
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In going into the Executive Council, I did 
so at a loss to myself. [Hear, hear, from 
the Hons. Attorney General and Chief Com- 
missioner. ] 

After all, the Supreme Power hath made 
of one blood all the nations of the earth, 
and hath determined beforehand the bounds 
of their habitations. We are but instruments 
in carrying out this design, whatever it may 
be 


In the position which I now occupy, I 
have sacrificed no principle, forfeited no 
pledge, maintained my own honour, have 
done my duty, and I hope some good, to 
this Colony. 

The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said:— 
Sir, In rising to reply, I have to acknowledge 
and thank the members of this House for 
the care and attention which they have be- 
stowed upon this great and momentous ques- 
tion, which I have had the honour to 
introduce to their notice. 

With regard to the very decent, flattering, 
and personal remarks towards myself, in 
which the Hon. Member for Victoria Dis- 
trict (Mr. DeCosmos) has been in the habit 
of indulging for several years past, the House 
is so familiar with that gentleman’s habit 
towards all his political opponents in that 
respect that it has learnt to estimate them 
at their proper value. I will not, therefore, 
waste the time of the House by any further 
comment on them. I will not condescend 
to notice them [Hear, hear, hear, hear] but 
proceed to subjects of more general interest. 

I maintain, Sir, that liberal Representative 
Institutions for this Colony are not dependent 
on the success of the scheme of Confedera- 
tion; they are in no way connected with it. 
Confederation is, however, the easiest and 
quietest way of getting Responsible Govern- 
ment, should that be found after deliberation 
to be really desired so ardently by the whole 
community as some Hon. Members aver. 
To those who conscientiously believe in 
Responsible Government, and that the real 
desire to the Country is for it, or as the 
Hon. Member for Victoria District says is 
a “unit” for it, I say fling in your voice with 
us; these Resoultions will most speedily as- 
sure the result you desire. If the people, 
after careful deliberation and full informa- 
tion on the subject, whether we be con- 
federated with Canada or not, really desire 
Responsible Government, they will have it. 
Their voice will be heard on this particular 
question, as on all others connected with 
Confederation. But it is the hollowest pre- 
tence to assert that Confederation should be 
stopped till the Governor can send down a 
scheme for Responsible Government. If we 
do not get Confederation we shall still have 
our own Representative Institutions, and once 
possessed of Representative Institutions un- 
der the Imperial Statute of Victoria, the 
Colony will, if it be such a unit as described, 
be able at once to get Responsible or Party 
Government. Now, I earnestly deprecate, 
on the part of the Government, the unfair 
allegation which one Hon. Member has so 
improperly insinuated that the Government 
or Government Officials considered the 
people of British Columbia unfit for self- 


government. Why, Sir, neither the Governor 
nor any member of the Government, or any 
other Official, ever said or thought that the 
people of this Colony were individually or 
collectively unfit for Responsible Govern- 
ment. The utmost that has ever been said 
on this side of the House has been that, 
under the present circumstances of the Col- 
ony, it would be unwise, excessively costly— 
nay impracticable. As I have said before, 
and again repeat, the Governor has no power 
of himself to alter the Constitution. He can 
only refer it where it has already gone, to 
the decision of the Queen in Council, which 
we ought in common justice to await before 
bringing forward any Resolution for Respon- 
sible Government. Now, how would the 
Country, if a unit on this point, get Respon- 
sible Government after Confederation? After 
Confederation the people can have Respon- 
sible Government, if they desire it, under 
clause 92 of the “British North America 
Act, 1867,” by which power is given for the 
Provinces to change their own Constitution. 

The Hon. Member for Victoria City (Dr. 
Helmcken), has alluded to the Hon. Member 
for Victoria District having prepared a 
scheme for Confederation, now on the Jour- 
nals of this House, which did not contain 
any reference to Responsible Government, 
or the Overland Railway, possibly in view 
of this very section 92 of the Organic Act. 
The Hon. Member for Victoria District may 
have considered that Confederation would, 
as a natural consequence after Union, bring 
Responsible Government. If so, I trust he 
will vote with us now, [Hear, hear, hear.] 
and leave a matter of such importance to be 
settled, not by a House constituted as this 
is, but by a House containing a majority 
of Representative Members elected by the 
country, after the question of party Govern- 
ee has been specially submitted to the 
polls. 

I ask the House to deal with this subject 
on its merits, apart from all side issues, such 
as the special form of the Government which 
is to subsist at the time of Union, which is 
really not now before us. I ask them to place 
a generous trust in Canada. I acknowledge 
the encouraging manner in which the Coun- 
cil has dealt with this question, and sincerely 
trust that all parties and sections in the 
House, setting aside all prejudices and sec- 
tional issues, will unite cordially, frankly, 
and unanimously in giving a generous sup- 
port to the Government, and thus strengthen 
their hands for the country’s good in all 
future negotiations. [Hear, hear, hear.] 

The Hon. Mr. Drake, junior Member for 
Victoria, asked permission to withdraw his 
amendment. 

Leave having been granted, the amend- 
ment was withdrawn. 

The motion of the Hon. Attorney General 
to go into Committee was then put, and 
carried unanimously. 

The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole on the Confederation Resolutions, 
and immediately rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Leave was granted to sit again on Monday, 
at one o’clock. 


Debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
Confederation Terms. 


Monday, 14th March, 1870 





The House having resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the Confedera- 
tion Resolution, as arranged by His Excel- 
lency the Governor of British Columbia, the 
Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair. 


On the motion of the Hon. Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Chairman read the Resolutions 
through. 


The Hon. the ATTORNEY GENERAL said:— 
Sir, I rise to propose the adoption of the 
Resolutions as sent down to the House, 
having as its object the Confederation of 
this Colony with the Dominion of Canada. 
I desire to consult the wish of the Council 
as to the particular mode in which the terms 
should be discussed, whether as a whole or 
in detail, paragraph by paragraph. But 
before doing so I think it right, Sir, to make 
a few brief remarks on the Resolution as a 
whole. The conditions have been prepared 
with great care, and after the exercise of 
deep thought and mature deliberation on the 
part of His Excellency the Governor and 
the Executive Council. The subject is one 
of so large a nature, and of such paramount 
importance, so many interests both here and 
in Canada are at stake, and the issues in- 
volved are so extensive, that I sincerely hope 
that all Hon. Members will bring to its dis- 
cussion an earnest desire to combine their 
individual efforts to work out a successful 
result, and to throw aside, for such an occa- 
sion, all former prejudices and distrust; and 
as we have unanimously affirmed the prin- 
ciple, the House is committed to Confedera- 
tion in the abstract [“No, no,” from Hons. 
Helmcken, Wood, and Drake.] Well, I think 
so, and the House will think so too. It has so 
voted. However that may be, I hope that we 
can all now act harmoniously together, and 
see whether we cannot now turn out such a 
scheme as will work well in practice; be 
just and equitable to Canada, who will cer- 
tainly be just and equitable to us, and yet be 
so favourable to this Colony as to insure the 
terms ratification when submitted to the 
popular vote. All Hon. Members, whatever 
their opinions, desire the same thing, namely 
to get the best terms practicable for the 
Country; and the proposition now sent down, 
which is based upon the “British North 
America Act, 1867,” contains, I submit, 
the best terms that can be devised, and will 
give the Local Government as large an 
annual balance of cash for local purposes 
as we can venture to ask. There is one 
danger against which I think it my duty to 
warn Hon. Members, and I do particularly 
caution those who favour the idea of Con- 
federation against attempting to weight the 
conditions by additional suggestions and 
recommendations so as to overload them, and 





against suggesting alterations in the terms 
which could not be granted by Canada. I 
believe we are all equally anxious to gain 
good terms, and we should be careful not 
to take away from the interest of the propo- 
sition before us by suggesting any other 
conditions that are not of material im- 
portance. I have observed a report in a 
newspaper of the previous proceedings of 
the Council, if I may be allowed to notice it 
without producing the paper, in which an 
Hon. Member is stated to have said, that 
any amendments of the Resolution would be 
accepted. I think it right to say, on behalf 
of the Government, that, while the Govern- 
ment can not consent to imperil the unity 
of their scheme by amendments, they will 
still be happy to receive, and fully consider, 
all suggestions of a practical and reasonable 
character; and I invite Hon. Members to 
bring forward such suggestions, particularly 
such as will be calculated to remove any of 
the disadvantages of the scheme, and so to 
improve its working and insure its more 
general acceptance. As the majority of the 
Council seem to be in favour of dividing the 
Resolution into parts, and discussing it para- 
graph by paragraph, I will follow the sug- 
gestion. I, therefore, now propose the 
adoption of the first paragraph:— 


1. Canada shall be liable for the 
Debts and Liabilities of British Co- 
lumbia at the time of Union. 


These debts and liabilities, I would ex- 
plain, include all the actual debts of the 
Colony now matured and due, as well as 
the liabilities for debts to mature at a future 
day. I will quote from the Returns sent 
down this day by the Governor, which give 
the full details of these liabilities, showing 
that our funded debt, on the 10th of March 
instant, consisted of the British Columbia 
and Vancouver Island Loans secured by Act, 
amounting in all to $1,194,000, against 
which $346,820 has been paid and invested 
as a Sinking Fund in reduction of Loans, 
leaving a balance of $817,180 still to be 
invested, and a floating debt of all kinds of 
$319,009, including over $40,000 Savings 
Bank deposits. This floating debt it is in 
contemplation to consolidate by a Statutory 
Loan, at a lower rate of interest, and to 
procure the money from Canada, which, as 
Hon. Members are aware, is now rich, or 
elsewhere. For this purpose the Governor 
proposes to submit an Ordinance for the 
approval of this House, conferring the neces- 
sary powers. Owing to the mode in which 
the Sinking Fund is invested, there is reason 
to believe that it will be paid off at least a 
year before the time stated. Regarded as a 
whole, our public debt is by no means extra- 
vagant, as compared with that of other 
countries; but in our isolated position as a 
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young self-dependent Colony it is felt as a 
very heavy burden; of this burden, Confeder- 
ation will relieve us; a benefit so apparent 
needs not a single word. Hon. Members are 
aware that this debt is a heavy tax upon the 
country, and prevents the undertaking of 
public works. The assumption of this debt 
by Canada, on fair terms, will not only re- 
lieve us of this burden, but will save us a 
large balance of cash, which will be available 
for public works to open up the country. I 
will now proceed to the next item. 

Hon. Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works (Mr. TruTcH)—I would suggest 
that each clause should be discussed and 
passed separately. } 

Hon. Member for Victoria District (MR. 
DECosMos)—No, no. Let us hear the 
Attorney General on the whole Resolution. 

Hon. Member for Yale (Mr. BARNARD)— 
We shall not carry the matter so well in our 
minds if we take the whole together. 

Hon. Chief Commissioner—I think that 
the clauses are so distinct that it will be bet- 
ter to take them separately. 

Hon. Member for Victoria District—I 
would suggest, as one who has scarcely had 
an opportunity to read these Resolutions, I 
would rather hear the Government on the 
whole scheme. 

Hon. Chairman—lI think it better to put it 
to the House, whether these clauses should 
be discussed one by one. 

On the question being put, it was carried 
in the affirmative. 

Hon. Member for Victoria City (Dr. 
HELMCKEN)—I presume Clause 1. will be 
agreed to. 

Chairman—Has any Hon. Member any- 
thing to say upon this clause? 

Hon. Member for Victoria District—What 
is the meaning of liabilities in Clause 1., is 
it intended to mean financial liabilities? 

Hon. Attorney General—Financial liabili- 
ties. 

Hon. Chief Commisioner—There may be 
liabilities which are not debts; there may be 
some liabilities which will become debts, 
liabilities which are not matured. 


Hon. Member for Victoria District—Un- 
matured contracts, is that the meaning? 


Hon. Attorney General—Yes. 


Hon. Member for Victoria City—I move 
that the word “public” be inserted before 
“debts.” 


Hon. Member for Victoria District—That 
would imply private debts. 


Hon. Member for New Westminster—I 
don’t think so. Mr. Chairman, there can be 
no misunderstanding, it would make the 
clause no plainer. 


Hon. Attorney General—lIt is as well that 
I should add that these terms come down 
complete in themselves; as far as the Gov- 
ernment is concerned they are incapable of 
amendment, but the greatest attention will 
be paid to suggestions. I think it better to 
state this, to avoid misapprehension. 

Clause 1. was passed as read. 


Hon. Member for Victoria District—I 
suggest that Clauses 2 and 3 be taken to- 
gether. 


Clauses 2 and 3 were then read by the 
Chairman :— 


2. The population of British Co- 
lumbia shall for the purpose of 
financial arrangements be estimated 
at 120,000. British Columbia not 
having incurred debts equal to 
those of other Provinces now con- 
stituting the Dominion, shall be 
entitled to receive, by half-yearly 
payments in advance from the 
General Government, Interest at 
the rate of 5 per centum per annum 
on the difference between the actual 
amount of its Indebtedness at the 
date of Union and the proportion 
of the Public Debt of Canada for 
120,000 of the population of Can- 
ada at the time of Union. 

3. The following sums shall be 
annually paid by Canada to British 
Columbia, for the support of the 
Local Government and Legislature, 
to wit:— 

An Annual Grant of $35,000, 
and a further sum equal to 80 cents 
a head per annum of the popula- 
tion; both payable half-yearly in 
advance, the population of British 
Columbia being estimated as afore- 
said at 120,000. Such grant, equal 
to 80 cents a head, to be augmented 
in proportion to the increase of 
population, when such may be 
shewn, until the population amounts 
to 400,000, at which rate such grant 
shall thereafter remain. 


The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL, in moving 
the adoption of these clauses said:—I would 
observe that this estimated population of 
120,000 is nominal, and has been arrived at 
by comparison of the revenue and popula- 
tion, because in the absence of actual cen- 
sus, and to facilitate financial arrangements, 
it has been deemed best to calculate accord- 
ing to the revenue producing powers of 
British Columbia compared with Canada. 
Thus we have it officially from Canada, that 
her Customs and Excise produced $2.75 per 
head of her population; at the same rate, 
$2.75 per head, our Customs represent the 
same present revenue as a population of 
120,000 Canadians produce. This estimate 
of 120,000, therefore, though nominal, is 
really just and fair, hence 120,000 population 
has been adopted as the basis of our financial 
calculations. The $35,000 in Paragraph 3, 
allowance for the general support of the 
Government, is an arbitrary sum adopted by 
Canada in negotiating with Newfoundland 
and New Brunswick. The allowance of five 
per cent. interest on the difference between 
our public debt and that of Canada, is 
arrived at in this way: we have it officially 
from Canada that her debt on February 9th, 
say 1st March if you like, amounted to $22 
per head of her population. This would 
entitle us with 120,000 people, to come in 
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with a much larger debt than our own, which 
at the time of Union would be, say, $1,000,- 
000. The interest at five per cent. on these 
amounts would give us the annual allowance 
of $82,000 named in the papers before the 
House. The 80 cents a head on our popula- 
tion of 120,000, is the usual allowance 
prescribed by the Organic Act of Confeder- 
ation. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Mr. Chair- 
man, I think that on these two clauses de- 
pends the whole stability of our scheme; and 
as I believe them to be of very vital impor- 
tance [“Hear, hear,” from Mr. DeCosmos] 
I trust I shall be excused if I offer a few 
remarks upon them, although it is possible I 
may travel over the same ground as the Hon. 
Attorney General has taken up in introduc- 
ing these clauses. I say, Sir, that 120,000 
may appear extravagant at first sight. The 
basis of the population of 1861 is taken as 
the basis on which other schemes rest; but 
that would not do for this Colony. It would 
not give us an equal advantage with other 
Provinces. It has, therefore, been found 
necessary to take some other basis. And 
here, Sir, I desire to say that I am permitted 
to inform this House that the Executive are 
very much indebted to the Hon. Member for 
Victoria City, who is also a member of the 
Executive Council (Dr. Helmcken), for his 
able assistance and suggestions in preparing 
this scheme. I trust that this Council will 
find that the Hon. Member has been most 
practical and ardent in his endeavours to 
obtain good terms, if he has not been an 
enthusiastic advocate of Confederation. 
With regard to the reasons for adopting the 
number of 120,000 as the basis of popula- 
tion, we ask something for undeveloped re- 
sources. The expenses of living in this 
Colony are much higher than on the Atlantic 
Coast; there is more per head paid for taxes 
here than in any other part of the Dominion; 
one dollar here is in reality worth no more, 
that is to say it goes no further, than one 
shilling in the Eastern Provinces; and one 
man here pays as much to the Revenue as 
four on the other side. The basis is in fact 
the basis of Customs paid by each individual 
in this Colony compared with the Customs 
Revenue paid per individual in Canada. 
Taking the estimate of the present year, the 
Canadian Customs and Excise yield $2.75 
per head, on the present population; and our 
Customs being $330,000 is equal to $2.75 
per head on a population of 120,000, upon 
comparison with Canada. Practically and 
equitably, I believe this to be a fair basis. It 
may be open to some logical objection, but 
I believe it is equitable. The estate which we 
propose to hand over yields at that rate, as 
we now farm it. We turn it over into the 
hands of those who are to manage it. It is 
not for us to consider how. If they reduce 
the Customs, it is nothing to us; we must 
have a basis as favourable as this. [‘Per- 
haps more so,”—Hon. Mr. Helmcken.] Per- 
haps more so, as the Hon. Member says. 
The debt of Canada amounts to $22 per 
head on the population, and this on a popu- 


lation of 120,000 gives a debt of $2,640,000. 
We may claim to have our debt taken over 
on the same basis as other Colonies, as be- 
fore Union can be consummated, we may 
expect our debt to be reduced to $1,000,000, 
leaving a balance of $1,640,000, on which 
we will have a right to claim interest at 5 per 
cent., that is to say: $82,000, as stated in the 
printed particulars now before the Commit- 
tee. The subsidy of $35,000, is equal to that 
given to Newfoundland. Referring again to 
the printed figures, you will find that the 
amount of Revenue retained by British Co- 
lumbia is $151,050. Add this to the subsi- 
dies, including the Interest on the difference 
of the debt, amounting to $213,000, and we 
have a total Revenue of $364,050. As we 
shall be relieved of all expenses but $212,- 
009.75, we shall have a clear balance of 
$152,040.25 to be spent in local works. 

This constitutes the Financial Scheme, 
and although it is open to argument, it is 
about what we are entitled to receive, and 
what we must receive to place us in a fair 
position under Union. 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, after asking the 
Hon. Mr. Helmcken if he wished to speak 
before him, and receiving a negative reply, 
rose and said:—Mr. Chairman, in rising to 
speak to the Resolutions respecting the pro- 
posed subsidies to be granted by Canada, I 
may possibly be wasting my breath, and the 
time of this House; but although that may 
be the case, my duty to my constituents and 
the country demands that I should do so. 
With respect to Confederation, I have ever 
looked at it from one point: it must have a 
money value. [“Hear, hear,” from Dr. Helm- 
cken.] A great deal has been said about the 
form of government—about Responsible 
Government—but I say this: that every 
Government, whether responsible or irre- 
sponsible must have money. It is im- 
possible for the most perfect political sys- 
tem to move without it. Ways and Means 
must be provided. Now, I have always said, 
and I still maintain, in view of Confedera- 
tion, that the amount that ought to be placed 
at the disposal of our Local Government 
when we enter Union, ought to be an annual 
surplus of $200,000, or nearly so, after hav- 
ing provided for the annual current expendi- 
ture of our Local Government: that is, for 
all the offices and services that must be kept 
up at the expense of the Colony, in order to 
keep it moving as a Province of the Domin- 
ion. We know by reference to the Estimates 
what they are; but in addition, there must be 
a certain sum provided for keeping in repair 
public works, such as the main-trunk road 
from Yale to Cariboo, and our public build- 
ings. After these expenses have been de- 
frayed, I should expect a surplus to the 
credit of the Local Government of about 
$200,000. 

Hon. Mr. TrutcH—As against $152,000 
in the estimate accompanying the Resolu- 
tions? 
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Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—Yes: some sur- 
plus of that kind would be about the 
proper amount, if we expect the Colony to 
be any better off after Union than before, 
and if we expect our Local Government to 
do anything towards developing the re- 
sources of the country. Now, Sir, how 
shall we get that surplus? By the proposi- 
tion before us, for which the Hon. Member 
for Victoria City (Dr. Helmcken) gets the 
credit as the originator? No, Sir. But I 
will not anticipate the answer to these 
questions. Jet us first examine the 
Government financial scheme, of which 
the Hon. Member for Victoria is the finan- 
cier. The first proposition made by the 
Government is that we shall assume for 
financial purposes that our population is 
120,000. Now, Sir, I am one of that num- 
ber who do not believe in assumptions in 
matters of finance,— one of those who deem 
it to be dangerous to found financial meas- 
ures on fiction instead of fact; for in no 
department of Government ought there to 
be maintained a stricter regard for truth 
and fact than in the department of finance. 
The financier who resorts to fiction, no matter 
how well-intentioned, nor how patriotic, may 
justly be doubted. It may be as the Hon. 
Chief Commissioner has said: that the 
assumption of a population of 120,000 may 
be illogical and untrue, yet the result may 
be equitable. But, Sir, I do not think that 
we ought to assume, neither do I see the 
necessity for assuming, that we have a 
population of 120,000 instead of 40,000, as 
I believe it to be, as it is recognized to be, 
and as it is in fact. The magnitude of the 
subject, the historical aspect of the terms, 
the dignity of the contracting parties, the 
nobleness of the work of nation-making, our 
own self-respect, ought to lift us above the 
atmosphere of assumption and fiction, ought 
to guide us by an accurate and genuine 
political standard, and ought to inspire us 
with such pure and lofty political sentiments 
as would stamp the financial terms with the 
indelible marks of truth, fact, and states- 
manship, and for ever shut out the possibility 
of posterity associating our public men with 
mere parish politicians, instead of ranking 
them with enlightened and able statesmen. 
At the utmost, our population does not 
exceed 40,000, including men, women, and 
children,— Whites, Chinese, and Indians,— 
10,000 civilized and 30,000 semi-civilized. 
It would be a mistake to estimate an Indian 
to be equal to a white man as a consumer; 
but when we consider that in our white 
population the males are largely in excess 
of the females, and that in this country they 
are very large consumers, it would not be 
incorrect to conclude that there is no unfair- 
mess in making our whole population— 
Whites and Indians—as equal to 40,000 
consumers in the Dominion. Starting, there- 
fore, with a population of 40,000, we base 
our calculations on facts, and not on fiction, 
as in the governmental assumption of a 
population of 120,000. I will now, Mr. 
Chairman, proceed to deal with the financial 
proposition of the Hon. gentleman for Vic- 


toria City—which is the Government scheme 
—by which he proposed to get $152,000 
surplus revenue for the Colony after the 
Union. The proposed sources of revenue to 
produce this surplus, are four in number, 
viz: 1. an annual subsidy of 80 cents per 
head of our population, which is assumed 
to be 120,000, and on that basis of popula- 
tion would yield $96,000; 2. a fixed subsidy 
of $35,000 per annum; 3. interest at the rate 
of 5 per cent per annum on the difference 
between the actual amount of the debt of 
the Colony at the date of Union, and the 
proportion of the public debt of Canada for 
120,000 of the population of Canada at the 
time of Union, which is estimated at $82,000 
per annum; and, 4. the balance of our pres- 
ent revenue (not including the Customs, 
Excise, Postage, &c., that go to the Domin- 
ion) estimated at $151,050 per annum. 
Now, Sir, I have already shown that our 
maximum population does not exceed 
40,000. If we estimate the population of 
the Dominion on our admission in 1871, 
at 4,300,000, and the public debt at 
$86,000,000, the rate per head would be $20. 
Now, $20 per head for our 40,000 people 
would entitle us to a public debt of $800,000; 
and as our public debt, after deducting 
Sinking Fund, would be in 1871, about 
$1,050,000, the Colony would enter the 
Dominion with a debt of about $250,000. 
So no revenue can be acquired from the 
third source of revenue on the basis of 
40,000 population. Again, if the proposed 
terms allowed us to enter with the same debt 
per head, as old Canada entered the Domin- 
ion, that is $25 per head, our population 
of 40,000 would only entitle us to a debt of 
$1,000,000, leaving us still in debt $50,000 
on our admission. No revenue still. Let us 
now take a passing glance at the Newfound- 
land terms of Union. The debt per head 
allowed to New Brunswick on her admission 
was, we are told, accepted on behalf of 
Newfoundland, by those who negotiated the 
terms, and that was $27.77 per head. Now 
40,000 people at $27.77 per head, would 
entitle the Colony, on admission in 1871, to 
a public debt of $1,110,800, instead of 
$1,048,644, our public debt then leaving a 
difference of $62,156, on which, on the basis 
of the third source of revenue, we would be 
entitled to draw interest at 5 per cent. That 
difference, $62,156 at 5 per cent, would yield 
only $3,107, a sum very far below $82,000 
per annum, the estimate in the terms pro- 
posed. So it is neither on the Newfoundland 
basis, nor on a basis of fact, that the Hon. 
Member for Victoria City had framed the 
Government scheme of Union. I will now 
come, Sir, to the real point at issue. I will 
try with all fairness to discover whether there 
is or is not any ground on which to base the 
assumption of a population of 120,000. We 
have been told by the Hon. the Chief Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works and by the 
Hon. and learned Attorney General that the 
financial calculations are based on the pro- 
portion between the receipts of Customs and 
Excise in this Colony, and the receipts from 
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Customs and Excise in the Dominion of 
Canada. Now, Sir, from statistics in my 
possession, I find that the Customs of Canada 
yield $8,640,000. That amount, with a 
population of 4,300,000 would be equal to 
$2 per head per annum. Let us now see 
what the Customs yields per head in British 
Columbia. In 1869, the Customs were 
$342,126. The difference between the aver- 
age per-centage of Customs duty imposed in 
British Columbia and in Canada is 7 per cent. 
less under the Canadian than under our 
tariff. Now, as we imported in 1869 $1,- 
775,000, 7 per cent. on that amount would 
be equal to $124,250. If we deduct $124,250 
from $342,126, our Customs receipts in 
1869, we shall have $217,876, the total rev- 
enue Canada would have received from Brit- 
ish Columbia in case we had been in the Do- 
minion. If we divide this $217,876 by our 
population, 40,000, we shall have 5 and nine- 
twentieths per head; in round numbers 5/2. 
We can now easily discern the reason why 
the basis of population has been fixed at 
120,000 for financial purposes in the Gov- 
ernment scheme of union. It is apparent 
that the Government estimate of population 
has been founded on the conclusion that in 
British Columbia the Customs would be 
about $6 per head, and in Canada $2 per 
head, or three times higher here than there, 
and therefore our population of 40,000 
ought for financial purposes to be 120,000, 
or three times greater than it really is. If 
there were not reasons for the opinion that 
under Confederation the Customs and Excise 
of the Dominion as applied to this Colony 
would not perceptibly exceed the rate per 
head in the Dominion East, I would cheer- 
fully assent, for financial purposes, to the 
assumption of 120,000 as our basis of popu- 
lation. I cannot, however, conscientiously 
do so, for with the extension of the Domin- 
ion to the Pacific, I hold, will come the 
equalization of political rights, and the 
equalization of taxation. The equalization 
of political rights will be established with 
the extension of the Dominion; but equaliza- 
tion of taxation, though it may not come in 
the first year after union, yet it is bound 
to come within two or three years after 
union shall have been proclaimed. In proof 
of this assertion, I could direct the attention 
of the Council to what I deem facts. 1. 
That as soon as union shall have been 
proclaimed, Canadian manufacturers will 
enter our ports duty free, and that the 
reduction of Customs receipts from this 
source will, on the basis of our imports for 
1869, be $58,400 per annum; 2. The reduc- 
tion of Customs receipts after union, for 
Canadian produce entered duty free, and 
by the increase of agricultural produce in 
the Colony, will be, on the imports of 1869, 
$66,100. Now these two reductions are 
equal to $124,500, and if we deduct $124,- 
500 from $217,876, the amount that has 
been assumed by Government that Canada 
would draw from this Colony in Customs 
receipts, we shall have only $93,376; and 
thus $93,376 will be only a fraction more 


than $2 per head for our 40,000 population, 
very nearly the same rate per head of Cus- 
toms taxation on the Pacific as on the Atlan- 
tic. I might enter into explanations at 
greater length to show the correctness of this 
conclusion, but I deem it undesirable. The 
certainty of the equalization of taxation all 
over the Dominion renders the assumption 
of a population of 120,000 for financial 
purposes a pure fallacy, and nothing more 
nor nothing less. It is simply taking a 
temporary, a transistory state of things; a 
state of things that will pass away in a year 
or two, as the basis for permanent conditions. 
Besides there is a serious disadvantage in 
assuming that we will pay $6 per head per 
annum in Customs duty to the Dominion 
after union; and it is this:—Nearly every 
one would like to see all kinds of foreign 
merchandise, except such as would enter 
into competition with home-grown produce 
and home-made manufactures, entered duty 
free in Victoria, in order to foster and extend 
commerce. Now, if the Dominion Govern- 
ment made such an exemption from Customs 
for our benefit, it is but natural that we 
should make good to Canada in some other 
way what her revenue would lose by such an 
exemption. If Vancouver Island were ex- 
empted from Customs, and its population 
were taken to be 20,000, the Local Govern- 
ment would be expected to pay to the 
Dominion, $6 per head, or $120,000 per 
annum for the exemption. But if instead of 
the temporary rate of $6 per head, the 
permanent rate of $2 per head were taken, 
the 20,000 people of Vancouver Island would 
only have to provide $40,000 per annum 
in lieu of $120,000, a saving of $80,000. 
The advantage of adhering strictly to facts 
instead of fallacious assumptions, are con- 
sequently perceptible to every one. By 
following facts we can have a scheme of 
union with a true correllation of parts, a 
thing impossible if we follow the proposed 
assumptions. I have stated that $93,376 is 
all the Revenue that Canada is likely to 
receive in Customs from British Columbia 
on the basis of Population and Imports of 
1869. Now if a wide margin be allowed, 
and these figures be raised to $120,000 per 
annum, it would only, at $2 per head, entitle 
us to a population of 60,000. That popula- 
tion would entitle the Colony to a debt of 
$1,200,000, or only $150,000 in 1871 over 
our present debt, and on which the interest 
would be but $7,500 per annum. It is use- 
less for me to follow the matter further to 
show that the financial terms are not based 
on correct premises. But before I conclude 
this section of the subject, I would remark 
that I have not taken into account the 
amount of Internal Revenue, such as Excise, 
Postage, Stamps, Malt Tax &c, that the 
Colony is likely to contribute to the Domin- 
ion Treasury; for so far as I can estimate the 
rate it will not exceed $1, or $1.25 per head, 
and offers little or no grounds on which to 
base financial terms. The only difference, it 
appears to me, between the Customs and 
Internal Revenue Laws of Canada, as applied 
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for Revenue purposes to this Colony is, that 
the Internal Revenue Taxes are likely to be 
from the date of our admission, at the same 
rate per head here as in other parts of the 
Dominion; whereas the Customs will be 
higher here per head for a few years than 
there. Turning now, Sir, to that portion of 
the financial terms that proposes to get $151,- 
050 from sources of revenue to be reserved 
after union to the Colony, I cannot help 
thinking that there has been a mistake all 
through the governmental scheme, and that 
the amount of revenue proposed to be ob- 
tained from those sources is another instance 
of governmental blundering. As I sum up 
these sources of revenue from the Estimates 
of 1870, they are as follows:—Road Tolls 
$50,000, Land Sales $6,000, Land Revenue 
$4,000, Rents $1,500, Miners’ Certificates 
$11,000, Mining Receipts $12,000, Spirit 
Licences $25,000, Trading Licenses $15,000, 
Fees of Court $4,200, Fees of Office $6,050, 
and Vancouver Island Road Tax $6,000, 
making a total of $141,250, instead of $151,- 
050, as in the governmental estimate sub- 
mitted with the proposed terms of union. 
The way in which I make the difference, is 
by not taking into account as permanent 
sources of revenue, such items as arrears of 
Vancouver Island Real Estate Tax $8,000, 
Over-payments recoverable $500, Sale of 
unserviceable Stores $1,500. There can be 
no grounds for including such accidental 
sources of revenue under the head of per- 
manent sources of revenue. Hence we must 
reduce the $151,000 of local revenue to 
$141,000. But the latter amount must also 
be reduced by deducting the Wancouver 
Island Road Tax $6,000 therefrom, thps 
leaving only $135,000 as permanent sources 
of revenue; for if the Vancouver Island Road 
Tax be included in our estimate of permanent 
revenue, we ought also to include the annual 
revenue of the cities of Victoria and New 
Westminster, which is simply absurd. The 
Vancouver Island Road Tax is a purely 
municipal matter, and so the Government 
has blundered in mixing up municipal with 
provincial revenue. The Yale-Cariboo Road 
Tolls are estimated as a permanent source of 
revenue at 50,000 dollars. This is another 
mistake, for the Road Tolls are falling off 
every year. In 1868, they were 67,825 
dollars; in 1869, 46,500 dollars; and in all 
probability will be much less in 1870; and 
as mining diminishes in the upper country, 
year by year, so will the Tolls. If ever the 
proposed Railway be built, away go the 
Tolls altogether. Besides that, the present 
Road Tolls are oppressively high. On the 
receipts of last year, they are equal to 150 
dollars per waggon load of 6,000 lbs., or 
2% cents per lb..—an enormous tax, that 
no one in his senses would ever think of 
regarding as permanent. If any toll at all 
were levied permanently, it could not be 
fixed at a higher rate than one-sixth of a 
cent per pound, or 10 dollars per load of 
6,000 Ibs., from Yale to Cariboo. At that 
rate the Road Tolls instead of yielding 50,000 
dollars per year, would only produce 3,333 


dollars, which for all practical purposes 
might as well be abolished, for the cost of 
collection would exceed the receipts. For 
another and all important reason, I think a 
great mistake has been made in entering the 
Road Tolls as permanent revenue after 
union. It is this: the entire people of the 
upper country have determined to abolish 
the Road Tolls as soon as possible. No 
compromise will be accepted. So under this 
head our future revenue cannot be estimated 
higher than 3,333 dollars, or nothing. The 
revenue from Land Sales is also put higher 
than we are justified in fixing it. In 1868, 
the receipts under the head of Land Sales 
were only 1,200 dollars; in 1869, 5,564 
dollars; and as permanent revenue, for all 
time to come, under union, at 6,000 dollars. 
Now, as it is alike our policy and our inter- 
est not to make Land Sales a source of 
revenue, I do not think that we would act 
judiciously in considering the terms of union 
if we estimate a higher amount of permanent 
revenue from this source than the receipts of 
1869, 1,200 dollars. Neither Land Revenue 
nor Rents appear to be as uncertain in their 
returns as Land Sales, so I will pass on to 
the items of Miners’ Certificates, 11,000 
dollars, and Mining Receipts, 12,500 dollars. 
Here again it appears to me another mistake 
has been made. Such gold mines as are 
worked in British Columbia will be worked 
out. Such diggings are sure to be deserted 
in a very few years. The white miners will 
retire, and the Chinese will take their place. 
When the Chinaman leaves, the mines are 
worked out. I can, therefore, see but little 
hope of permanent revenue from the gold 
mines. Already the mining revenue has 
begun to fall off. In 1867, Miners’ Certifi- 
cates yielded 13,645 dollars; in 1868, 11,535 
dollars; in 1869, 10,500 dollars, and is likely 
to be less in 1870, although the estimate is 
11,000 dollars. In 1867, Mining Receipts 
were 22,208 dollars; in 1868, 15,756 dollars; 
in 1869, 11,500 dollars, and yet for 1870 
the estimate is 12,500 dollars. At the utmost, 
from all departments of mining, we cannot, 
in my opinion, estimate higher than 10,000 
dollars as permanent revenue, and but little 
of that amount will ultimately be drawn 
from gold-mining. Now, Sir, with respect 
to Spirit Licenses, which have been estimated 
by the Government at 25,000 dollars as 
permanent revenue; there could be no greater 
blunder made. The Hon. gentleman who 
framed these terms seems to have had no 
notion whatever of the systems of taxation 
that obtain in the Dominion, and has con- 
sequently repeated his mistake of mixing 
Municipal Taxation with Provincial. In the 
Dominion there are three forms of Govern- 
ment viz: Municipal, Provincial, and Do- 
minional, and each has its own system of 
taxation. Here we have but Provincial and 
Municipal Governments, with their respec- 
tive systems of taxation. Now it appears 
that consideration has only been given, in 
framing these terms, to taxation under the 
Customs and Internal Revenue Laws of the 
Dominion. But Provincial Taxation ought 
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also to have been considered, and the starting 
point should have been the equalization of 
our Provincial Taxes, with the Provincial 
Taxes of the Eastern Provinces. This is made 
very apparent with respect to Spirit Licenses. 
Here the Provincial Government levies 200 
dollars per annum on retailers in towns, and 
in the country 50 dollars per annum. In 
Ontario the retail spirit license is 20 dollars 
per annum in cities, 17 dollars in town, and 
10 dollars in the country. In estimating our 
future Revenue from this source, we are not 
justified in placing it higher than the rate of 
Ontario, and that would reduce the receipts 
from Spirit Licenses from 25,000 dollars, 
to about 6,250 dollars per annum. The 
excess above the latter amount, if levied, 
ought to be levied for Municipal purposes. 
The Trade License here is also estimated too 
high. Now, after careful study of these 
sources of Provincial Revenue which it is 
proposed that the Colony, after Union, shall 
exclusively possess, I cannot make the per- 
manent receipts higher than 50,000 dollars 
per annum. The difference therefore between 
my estimate of Provincial Taxation, and that 
of the framer of these terms, is 101,050 
dollars, or as 151,050 dollars is to 50,000 
dollars. If a larger amount than the latter 
be levied by our Provincial Government 
after admission, our taxes will be out of 
proportion to the taxes in the Eastern Prov- 
inces for Provincial purposes. Before pro- 
pounding what I consider ought to be the 
financial terms of Union, I will conclude this 
part of the subject by stating that the terms 
submitted in the Resolutions, and illustrated 
by the printed Estimate, instead of giving the 
Colony a permanent total revenue of $364,- 
050 per annum, will only produce 248,567 
dollars, unless higher provincial taxation be 
levied here than in other parts of the Do- 
minion. The way in which I make up these 
results is as follows:—By the terms sub- 
mitted by the Government, there is Ist. 
Fixed subsidy 35,000 dollars; 2nd. Interest 
on difference of Public Debt, 82,000 dollars; 
3rd. 80 cts. per head on 120,000 population, 
96,000 dollars; 4th. Reserved revenue, 151,- 
050 dollars: Total 364,050 dollars. By my 
interpretation of the proposed terms, there 
is: 1. Fixed subsidy, 35,000 dollars; 2. 80 cts. 
per head on 120,000 people, 96,000 dollars; 
3. Interest on difference of debt, taking 20 
dollars per head as the debt of Canada 
67,567 dollars: 4. Reserved Revenue, 50,000: 
Total 248,567 dollars. Now, if we deduct 
from the latter amount, the Government 
estimate of current expenditure, viz: $211,- 
009, there would only remain a surplus 
revenue of 36,558 dollars, instead of 151,050 
dollars, as anticipated. I therefore sincerely 
think that the Government scheme is wrong, 
and ought to be revised. Mr. Chairman, I 
therefore propose to bring under the notice 
of the Council, what I consider ought to be 
the financial terms, taking for granted 
always, that Canada will become liable for 
our public debt at the time of admission. 
When the Provincial Delegates met in Que- 
bec and London, to decide on the terms of 


Confederation, they divided the Provinces 
into three groups, viz.; Upper Canada, Lower 
Canada, and the Maritime Provinces. Lower 
Canada was taken as the initial point. Now 
Sir, in deciding finally as to the terms, I 
consider that British Columbia ought to be 
treated as the fourth group, whilst the North- 
west Territory may be regarded as the fifth. 
The first thing that strikes me, on looking 
at the Eastern Provinces, is their territory. 
Ontario has 121,260 square miles; Quebec 
has 210,000; and all the Maritime Provinces, 
88,065. Territorially then, we are their 
equal, and greater than either of them. The 
natural capacity of our territory to support 
population, is as great as Lower Canada. 
We have a finer climate, and more varied 
natural resources. Quebec sustains a popu- 
lation of about 1,250,000, or more. On- 
tario has 2,000,000. It is true that they are 
two centuries ahead of us, and we are in 
our infancy, with a handful of people. But 
that is no reason why, in framing terms, that 
we should not look forward to the rapid 
development of the Colony, and to the 
possession of a large settled population. 
Considering our geographical position, our 
natural resources, our wide spread popula- 
tion, and our future, I think that we are 
entitled to as large a fixed subsidy as On- 
tario, that is $80,000. The proposed terms, 
submitted by the Government, ask only 
$35,000 per annum. Now, this is placing 
British Columbia, with its 220,000 square 
miles, its great natural resources, and the 
best climate in the world, on a par with 
Newfoundland, with its 40,000 square miles, 
its sterile soil and inhospitable climate,—a 
country that has never yet developed any 
capacity for anything but catching and 
selling codfish. Prince Edward’s Island is 
also offered a fixed subsidy of $35,000 per 
annum,—a little insular community with 
a territory of 2,100 square miles, a hundred 
times less in area than our own country, and 
with a climate far inferior to ours. It is 
simply absurd to propose such a thing as 
ranking this Colony in subsidies with either 
of the Provinces except Ontario. I want 
neither more nor less that what the latter 
Province gets as a fixed annual subsidy. 
Every Hon. gentleman present who gives 
the matter a moment’s consideration must 
agree with me that $35,000 is entirely out 
of the question, and that the least we can 
accept is a fixed subsidy of $80,000 per 
annum. [Hear, hear.] In the next place, 
I propose that our population be taken at 
40,000, and at no time shall it be considered 
less; and that we shall be entitled to receive 
80 cents per head annually until our popula- 
tion shall have reached 1,000,000. By this 
proportion we have truth and fact on our 
side. Our population will be subsidized at 
its actual number and not increased by a 
fiction—an unnecessary assumption—as in 
the terms proposed. Under this head we 
would get on entering the Dominion $32,000 
per year. Besides that, as our population 
increases, this per capita subsidy would in- 
crease annually in amount, till it reached 
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the maximum number of inhabitants of 
1,000,000, and then it would stop. Now, 
the terms sent down to us by the Govern- 
ment assume, as I have shown before, the 
existence of a population of 120,000, and 
propose that we shall receive 80 cents on 
that number at once and that we shall receive 
no increase till our population shall have 
actually reached and passed that number; so 
it may be twenty years or longer before our 
actual population shall be equal to the 
assumed population, 120,000; and in the 
interim the per capita subsidy will remain 
unchanged. But this is not all. The Gov- 
ernment scheme proposes to limit our maxi- 
mum population to 400,000, the same as 
in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and as 
proposed in the terms to Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward’s Island. This is part of the 
same error made in copying the fixed sub- 
sidy. If we sum up the maximum of popula- 
tion entitled to a per capita subsidy in the 
four Maritime Provinces it will amount to 
1,600,000. Now, if we rank our population 
with our extent of territory, we who possess 
three times as much territory as the Mari- 
time Provinces, and equal capacity to sup- 
port population, ought, at least, to be entitled 
to fix our maximum number of inhabitants 
entitled to the per capita subsidy at one 
million. [Hear, hear.] Now, Sir, neither of 
these two subsidies, nor both, would meet 
the current expenditure of the Govern- 
ment,—keep the necessary offices and ser- 
vices of the Colony moving. Both, only 
amount to $112,000 per annum, and we 
require at least $162,000 to meet current 
expenditure on the basis of the Estimates of 
1870. But, as it accidentally happens, if we 
add the proposed fixed subsidy, $80,000, 
and the per capita subsidy, $32,000, to the 
reserved revenue, which I have previously 
shown ought not to be estimated higher than 
$50,000, we shall have $162,000 and nothing 
Over,—no surplus to enable the Local Gov- 
ernment to do anything to develop or settle 
up the country. If we were to receive 
nothing more than these two subsidies and 
reserved revenue, we would gain nothing 
by joining the Dominion. It would be 
simply jumping out of the frying-pan into 
the fire——a change without financial im- 
provement. Under such circumstances, I 
would oppose Confederation. Now, Sir, in 
addition to the fixed and per capita sub- 
sidies, I ask for a temporary subsidy of 
$150,000. [Hear, hear.] 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—For how long? 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I ask for a tem- 
porary subsidy of $150,000 per annum, to be 
diminished annually in amount, in propor- 
tion as our population shall exceed 40,000. 
New Brunswick has a temporary subsidy of 
$63,000 for ten years. Nova Scotia a tempo- 
rary subsidy of $82,000 for ten years. The 
grounds on which I ask a temporary subsidy 
for British Columbia are: firstly, that the 
cost of living here is greater than in the 
Eastern Provinces, and, consequently, public 
officers must be paid higher salaries, and 
necessary services cost more in this country 


than there; secondly, our country is very 
large, and our population is small and widely 
scattered, and, consequently, requiring a 
larger staff of officials than a more compact 
and more populous community might require 
elsewhere; lastly, we require the additional 
temporary subsidy on the highest of all 
grounds,—expediency, that has governed 
politics in all times and countries. Without 
a surplus of at least $150,000 per annum, 
the Local Government will be able to do 
nothing to advance the interests and settle- 
ment of the country. Confederation would 
soon prove itself a source of disappointment, 
if there were no money spent annually for 
public works, immigration, education, &c. 
A change, without financial improvement, 
would destroy all hope of any such thing 
as the loyal and cordial co-operation of our 
people with the Government of the Domin- 
ion. Expediency, therefore, demands the 
subsidy, and expediency justifies the demand. 
In concluding my remarks, Sir, on this sub- 
ject, I will briefly contrast the terms proposed 
by the Government and the terms suggested 
by myself. The Government scheme, as I 
have shown, calls for only $248,567, instead 
of $364,050 as alleged. Of the former sum 
it can draw in subsidies $198,567, in lieu of 
$213,000 as intimated. Now, by the terms 
which I have proposed the three subsidies, 
viz: fixed subsidy, $80,000 per annum, per 
capita subsidy, $32,000, temporary subsidy, 
$150,000, would yield $262,000 per annum, 
and adding thereto the reserved revenue 
(the details of which have been explained) 
$50,000, the Colony on and after Union 
would have a Revenue amounting to $312,- 
000 per annum. If we deduct $162,000, 
the sum required by the Estimates of 1870, 
to keep up and pay for our Provincial offices 
and services, and make the necessary repairs 
to certain roads and buildings, we will have 
a clear surplus of $150,000 per annum to be 
devoted to Education, Charity, Public 
Works, and Immigration. Besides which 
the equalization of taxation for Provincial 
purposes would reduce taxation at least 
$100,000 more. If we deduct the current 
expenditure of the Government, viz: $162,- 
000 from $248,567, the actual total amount 
of Revenue to be received under the terms 
submitted by Government to the Council, 
the surplus Revenue will be $86,567, as 
against $150,000 in that which I have pro- 
posed, making a difference between them, 
of $63,433. [“Hear, hear.”] I shall here- 
after move a Resolution suggesting the adop- 
tion of the terms that I have explained, and 
as an amendment to the Resolutions now 
under discussion. [“Hear, hear.’’] 

The Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN, Member for 
Victoria City, said:—-The Honourable gentle- 
man says in fact, we should go to Canada 
and say we want $250,000. I say we don’t 
want to be Confederated. Canada wants 
Confederation. We don’t ask Canada, Can- 
ada asks us to be Confederated. I agree 
that we ought to have $250,000 from Can- 
ada at least. The Hon. Member who has 
just spoken, attempts to show that Canadian 
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manufacturers will come in free. Twenty 
years hence Canadian manufacturers may 
come in, but I will not go into that question; 
why should Canada complain of her goods 
coming in, what she gains will be more than 
she loses. She desires a larger market for 
her manufacturers, and she must pay us for 
that; she cannot complain that she is losing 
by supplying us with her manufactured 
goods. The Hon. Member for Victoria Dis- 
trict (Mr. DeCosmos) says that equalization 
of labor, and of value of property and 
productions, will come about. I admit that 
it may be so, but in my opinion it will not 
be for some years to come; if there is 
equalization of labor, there will also be 
equalization of taxation and offices. The 
Local Government can look after this when 
it happens. I do not suppose that Canada 
will be disposed to look at our terms 
critically; they are getting this Colony far 
too cheap, I think $250,000 is too cheap. 
The Hon. gentleman (Mr. DeCosmos) says 
that we should go to Canada and ask $80,- 
000 per annum, because another Province 
has the same, and that this Colony, which 
is larger in extent of territory than the 
largest of the Provinces should have $80,- 
000. But the Hon. gentleman must recollect 
that we do not produce revenue equal to 
what the other Provinces produce. With 
regard to the limit of population for the 
purposes of representation, I think 400,000 
is too small, it ought to have been 1,000,000, 
not indefinite. 120,000 gives us the right to 
have eight members to represent us; this is 
a matter of expediency. There is a fault 
in the Resolution to which I will draw 
attention, it is this, that we do not get any 
increase in Revenue to the Colony until we 
get a population of over 120,000 persons. 
We have to calculate what our Revenue will 
be now under Confederation, and we cannot 
look for any increase for years to come. 
Which ever way we look at it, the figures 
come back to the same thing, we want 
$250,000, and there are several ways in 
which we can get it; in point of fact we ask 
Canada to lend us that sum of money. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmos—My proposition 
would give $650,000 more than the Govern- 
ment scheme and set free Internal Revenue 
for local or Municipal purposes. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—The Hon. Member 
wants $150,000 now, and as the population 
increases the sum is to decrease. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—We should always 
have $150,000, with our present or a greater 
population. 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—The long and the 
short of the story is, that the two proposi- 
tions amount to much the same thing. We 
go to Canada and say we want $250,000. 
According to this scheme, Canada will only 
be out of pocket $128,000. I say that 
Canada’s expenses will diminish in two years 
from this time by $60,000, so that Canada 
will only be paying $68,000 a year. This 
is a very low rate of payment, far too low 





in my opinion. I say, Sir, that if one 
thousand miners go to Peace River this year, 
our revenue will be increased by $100,000, 
and if Peace River succeeds, “pans out well” 
as the saying is, I am quite certain that 
$250,000 a year will not purchase this Col- 
ony. If Peace River is a failure, Canada 
may get it. 

The Hon. Mr. HoLsrook said—Sir, I rise 
to support the motion of the Hon. Attorney 
General for the adoption of these clauses. 
I prefer the scheme put forward by the 
Government to that suggested by the Hon. 
Member for Victoria District; it is more 
statesmanlike, and deals with the subject in 
a larger manner. I agree with the Hon. 
Member who has just sat down (Mr. Helmc- 
ken) that there is a great probability of our 
having a large increase of revenue from the 
Peace River mines. It is impossible at 
present to form any opinion, beyond mere 
conjecture, on this head; but still I think 
we ought to be prepared for the contingency. 
I believe, Sir, that in a short time, the 
Dominion Government will be drawing a 
large amount of revenue from this Colony, 
probably a million, or a million and a half of 
dollars, and I am of opinion that provision 
ought to be made, by which the Province 
will derive some material advantage from 
that large increase. The United States Over- 
land Railroad is producing such an effect 
as to turn California’s attention to the Pacific 
Coast. I should be glad to see a scheme 
proposed, by which we should get back a 
part of any such increase of revenue, and 
if any Hon. Member will bring in an amend- 
ment, to secure us some local advantage out 
of any such prospective increase of revenue, 
I will support it: failing such amendment, I 
am prepared to support the clause as it 
stands. 


The Hon. Mr. Humpureys, Member for 
Lillooet, said, Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment of my Hon. colleague (Mr. De- 
Cosmos). In my opinion, Sir, the magnifi- 
cent, bold, and statesmanlike scheme pro- 
pounded by the Hon. Member for Victoria 
District (Mr. DeCosmos) has entirely de- 
molished that of the Government. Hon. 
gentlemen have said much about Peace 
River mines, so much, that they would al- 
most lead us to suppose that if Peace River 
was to fail in fulfilling the expectations that 
seem to have been formed respecting it, the 
Government measure will also be a failure. 
I say, Sir, that nothing is known about 
Peace River, which will justify any such 
expectations. It is folly to talk about the 
revenue to be derived from the Peace River 
mines; the amount of prospecting in that 
district has been too trifling to afford any 
data upon which to base even an argument 
or suggestion, so far as the terms, financially 
speaking, are concerned. I think that the 
proposition laid down by the Hon. Member 
for Victoria District, (Mr. DeCosmos) is 
worthy of the serious attention and con- 
sideration of this House. I should like, Sir, 
to see a scheme carefully laid down, which 


494 14 MARCH 1870 








would involve no subsequent reflections and 
troubles, such as we have seen in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick; it is better to go 
through all the squabbling and discussion 
that we have to do in this House now, than 
leave it to involve us in serious trouble here- 
after. 


Hon. Mr. BaRNARD—The Hon. Member 
says that the scheme proposed by the Hon. 
Member for Victoria District has quite de- 
molished that of the Government. I should 
be glad to hear the Hon. Member for Lillooet 
point out the distinguishing differences be- 
tween the two schemes. 


Hon. Mr. HumpHreEYS—The difference is 
apparent. I think that I have said enough 
to show this Council the advantages of the 
scheme propounded by my Hon. friend; if 
Hon. Members cannot see differences which 
are so plain, it is not for me to supply them 
with brains. 


The Hon. Mr. Woop said—Sir, I speak 
with considerable diffidence upon matters 
connected with finance. It is a subject which 
I have not made my particular study. The 
class of observations which I shall feel 
it my duty to make upon these clauses, 
will be more for the purpose of enquiring 
whether this Council has taken properly 
into consideration, the possibility of the 
population of this Colony increasing within 
ten or fifteen years to 100,000, or about 
that number, if such an increase should take 
place, with the debt of British Columbia 
paid off, as it will be by that time, Canada 
will gain enormously under these terms. Of 
the prospect of there being a large con- 
sumption of Canadian goods here, I can 
say nothing. I do not think it likely that 
the Railway will supersede sea carriage in 
bulky staples. There are great difficulties 
connected with the transport of any goods, 
and until the Railway is in operation, I 
apprehend that the bulk of our dry goods 
will come as heretofore, from England, 
whilst that class of unmanufactured articles, 
which we are now importing from America, 
will still be likely to come into the market 
cheaper than Canadian goods, even though 
they are subject to a tariff. It is the dif- 
ficulty of transport, our isolation in fact, 
as the Hon. Attorney General has stated, 
and not the tariff which is the real and 
substantial impediment to trade. I cannot 
help thinking that it is the probable destiny 
of this Colony to be numbered by hundreds 
of thousands, rather than by millions. This 
is the ultimate part of the world. We are 
in this Colony further removed from the 
great centres of civilization than probably 
any other known portions of the globe; we 
may almost be called the last Country in 
the World; and it is probable that only 
exceptional articles of manufacture will come 
to us from Canada. The consumption of 
manufactured articles imported from Eng- 
land, which can produce every kind of 
manufactured article cheaper and better than 
Canada, is not likely to decrease. Canada 





cannot compete with the facilities afforded 
by England and the United States in manu- 
factures. With regard to the advantages to 
be derived by Canada from the terms, I take 
it that the present population of consumers 
in British Columbia is in reality about 
25,000, instead of 40,000. As the population 
increases the Customs Revenue, which will 
always be the main source of income, will 
increase; the advantage, consequently, will 
be entirely on the side of the Dominion; their 
profits grow in proportion as our population 
increases, whilst their burdens are becoming 
less. Customs would increase and judicial 
fees would increase; in fact, with a popula- 
tion of 100,000, I think I am not far wrong 
in stating that Canada would take from 
$800,000 to $1,000,000 from this Colony in 
the shape of Revenue every year, and would 
leave British Columbia with an increased 
expenditure necessary for carrying on the 
local Government, without any correspond- 
ing increase of income. The clauses pro- 
posed show, in my humble opinion, a present 
temporary and uncertain advantage, against 
a certain and prolonged future loss. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—In Canadian cal- 
culations the Indians are reckoned as white 
men, therefore we have a population of more 
than has been stated, for the Indians alone 
exceed 40,000. 


Hon. Mr. Rosson, Member for New 
Westminster, said:—Mr. Chairman, I have 
listened with interest to what has been said 
upon these clauses, and have endeavoured to 
follow the Hon. Member for Victoria Dis- 
trict through his figures, and after hearing 
all, I am not prepared to think any the less 
of the Government scheme, for the remarks 
which have fallen from the Hon. Member, 
the scheme proposed by him as an amend- 
ment to the financial clauses of the Govern- 
ment indicate a vast amount of research, 
calculation, and thought. I congratulate the 
Hon. Member for Victoria District on the 
vast advance which he has made in the last 
two years. He then only asked for $142,000, 
inclusive of subsidy and head money. I 
think, Sir, that the Government has hit upon 
the soundest, best, and most feasible scheme. 
I consider it a real stroke of statesmanship, 
and am glad to find that the Un-Official 
Members of the Executive Council have 
added so much to its value. With regard to 
the number at which it is proposed to esti- 
mate the population; it is all very well for 
Hon. Members to say that this is a fiction, 
but there is nothing dishonest in the assump- 
tion. If we were going to impose upon the 
Canadian Government it would be dishonest, 
but we cannot impose upon the Government 
at Ottawa any more than we can upon our- 
selves. There is a real honest intent. The 
explanation of the Chief Commissioner is 
fair and satisfactory upon this point. The 
policy of the scheme proposed by the Gov- 
ernment is less intricate than that of the 
Hon. Member for Victoria District; it is 
more business like. It is important also as a 
basis of representation. If we adopt 40,000 
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as a basis of population, we shall only be 
entitled to a much smaller representation. 
By fixing the basis at 120,000 we give the 
Country a better status abroad, and with the 
Dominion Government, than it could have 
if the basis were fixed at 40,000. This is 
where the fiction comes in if at all. Besides, 
we are upon the brink of great changes, 
which will enormously increase our popula- 
tion. We have every reason to expect our 
population to be doubled in a very short 
time. The public works which would com- 
mence immediately after Confederation will 
increase it at once, and it is fair to put our 
population up to meet the increase. There is, 
in my opinion, a great deal of reascn in the 
arguments of those who say that as the 
population of this Colony increases the 
policy of the Dominion will tend to free 
trade [“No, no,” from Mr. DeCosmos], and 
the Canadian Government look forward to 
the time, and that very shortly, that Internal 
Revenue or Excise will exceed the External 
Revenue or Customs, and the Customs Re- 
venue of this Colony will not increase much 
above its present standard from the reduc- 
tion of duties and the importation of Cana- 
dian goods. Hon. Members may look sur- 
prised at this, but I will tell them that there 
are large Canadian Houses now in negotia- 
tion with merchants of this Colony respect- 
ing the transmission of goods to this Colony, 
and I believe that cargoes of Canadian goods 
will come in to this port immediately after 
Confederation. This will be a relief to us. 
The Revenue from our own Customs will in 
a few years come to a stand still, or rather, 
notwithstanding the increase of our popula- 
tion, the Revenue will decrease. Looking 
ahead, it is argued by some Hon. Members 
that these terms look good for the present 
time, but bad for the future. I believe, how- 
ever, that the bargain about to be made is a 
good one. Let us, if we can, strengthen the 
hands of the Government in asking more, 
but let us do nothing to weaken them and 
compel them to take less. We want more 
money just now. My idea is that the ex- 
penses of Local Government are set down at 
a figure which is unnecessarily high. I think 
the expenses might be considerably reduced, 
and thereby a saving made to the Colony. 
The subsidy of $35,000 is, I think, too small. 
I will, therefore, move to increase it to 
$50,000, and to increase the limit of repre- 
sentation from 400,000 to 1,000,000. I make 
this proposition with the more confidence 
because I believe that the Dominion Govern- 
ment will think very little of $15,000, but 
they might think a good deal of the $45,000 
which would be necessary to increase the 
subsidy to $80,000. In regard to the mines 
of this Colony, I think they will be more 
lasting than some Hon. Members predict; 
and I also differ from those who think that 
our prosperity depends entirely upon our 
mines. I believe that there is a great future 
for the Colony. I believe that the mineral 
resources will last our time, and that of our 
children. I believe, also, that our agricul- 
tural resources may be developed so as to 


give us one million of population within ten 
years, and that this Colony will become of 
immense importance when the Overland 
Railway, the true North-west Passage, is 
established. I conceive that it is not all an 
exaggeration to assume that this Colony will 
have a population of one million within our 
lives. With such a climate as we have, and 
with such natural advantages, this Colony 
has stood still at a marvellous rate. 

The Hon. Mr. CARRALL, Member for 
Cariboo, said:—Sir, Hon. Members have 
said, and I think with reason, that the policy 
of the Dominion tends towards Free Trade. 
Excise Duties are gradually taking the place 
of Customs, and I incline to the opinion that 
the importation of Canadian goods will re- 
duce the revenue of this Colony consider- 
ably, but in any case, if a surplus should 
accrue to the Dominion Government, then a 
proportion of that surplus should revert to 
us, so that it might be applied for local pur- 
poses. If the inequalities foretold should 
arise, then with such representation as we 
shall have, we shall have the means of 
securing a due proportion of the surplus. 
If the Canadian Government do not give us 
a fair share, we will force it from them. We 
shall be strong enough even with the number 
of Representatives proposed by these Reso- 
lutions. If the population really increases, 
as it is said it will, we shall have a vast 
representation. As regards the Indian popu- 
lation, it is roughly estimated by the Vicar- 
General at 60,000. 

The Hon. Mr. Drake, Junior Member for 
Victoria City, said:—Sir, I do not think that 
the advantages to Canada have been fairly 
put; it has been said that the sum of $35,000 
is an arbitrary sum similar to the subsidy 
allowed to Newfoundland, from the expenses 
of carrying on the Government of this Col- 
ony in proportion of the expense of the 
Government of Newfoundland in compari- 
son to the population. I say that the sum is 
out of proportion and too small for the 
requirements of this Colony. I would put it 
up to $70,000. Canada will receive, after 
paying subsidies and expenses $128,000, 
Canada will no doubt fund the debt at a 
smaller rate of interest. 

Hon. CHTEF COMMISSIONER—Canada can- 
not fund it at less. 

Hon. Mr. DrakE—It is a matter of asser- 
tion, but I am of opinion that she will, and 
with the payment of debts in five years, 
Canada will pay out about $53,000 only a 
year, therefore I move a recommendation to 
the Governor that “$70,000” be inserted in 
the conditions, instead of “$35,000.” 


The Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER, said:— 
Mr. Chairman, I shall be glad, speaking for 
myself as an individual member of this 
House, to accept any reasonable suggestion, 
and shall not oppose the recommendation of 
the Hon. Member for New Westminster. 
With reference to the amount of our debt, 
the Government scheme gives the Colony 
the full benefit of the debts to come in. I 
say that the debt of British Columbia, after 
Confederation, cannot be funded, or the 
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greater part of it cannot, for this reason, the 
debt is payable in Debentures which fall due 
at certain dates. After Confederation the 
price of Debentures will go up, and Canada 
can get no further benefit by funding, except 
as regards the Floating Debt. With regard to 
the remark of the Hon. Mr. Wood, who says 
the Resolution is framed with reference to 
present gain and future loss, I say we may 
wait and the horse may starve while the grass 
is growing. When we enter Confederation; 
we must do so in the expectation that we 
shall participate in all the advantages of 
Confederation, any increase of revenue or 
population will bring its share to us; we 
must believe that Canada will deal fairly 
with us. Now, Sir, I followed the Hon. 
Member of Victoria District through his 
figures when he propounded his new scheme, 
and I must say that I am better pleased with 
the Government measure than I was before; 
ours comes out on a stronger basis than be- 
fore, in contradistinction to his. By his 
scheme he proposes to ask a clear gift; we 
ask much the same amount, but show the 
grounds. The Hon. Member has based his 
arguments on assumption more than the 
Government have. It is wrong to look upon 
the estimate of population as a fiction, it is 
not so, it is based upon calculation. Call it 
an expediency if you will, but it is no fiction. 
He seems to treat British Columbia as if it 
were an estate to be parted with for a quid 
pro quo, which is not a fair way of treating 
the subject. If Canada send us goods she 
will derive greater advantages from doing so 
than we shall, but nevertheless we shall par- 
ticipate. When our population increases 
rates of taxation will be reduced; a lower 
tariff, cheaper manufactured goods, and 
lower rents, are amongst the advantages that 
I look for out of Confederation. With regard 
to the Road Tolls, I look upon it as essential 
that they should be kept up to meet the 
expense of maintaining the roads and keeping 
them in repair. It has been a question, and 
perhaps it is still open for debate, whether 
the care and maintenance of the Main-trunk 
Road should not be thrown upon the Do- 
minion Government; if we regard the road 
as Military work necessary for the defence of 
the country, its maintenance may fairly be a 
charge upon the federal revenue. I think we 
shall be in a better position to uphold the 
terms after this discussion. I believe that 
our future will be speedily prosperous, and 
I am quite satisfied that the Dominion Gov- 
ernment should share in our prosperity. It 
will not do for us to depreciate our own 
future prospects. 

The Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—TI have not 
much to say in favor of Canada, but this 
much I will say: if British Columbia pros- 
pers by reason of Canada’s works and capi- 
tal, surely Canada has a right to an ample 
share of the increased Customs Revenue 
which will be so produced. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Mr. Chairman, the 
credit of the Government proposition now 
before us has been given to the Hon. Mem- 
ber for Victoria (Mr. Helmcken). Now, 


Sir, I am perfectly content that he should 
enjoy the credit, and the whole credit. In 
speaking briefly he has quoted a word used 
by myself—“expediency.” Now, I again say 
the whole thing is a matter of expediency. I 
have not heard anything, however, either 
from that Hon. gentleman or others who 
followed me, to disturb the solid foundation 
of my scheme, resting as it does on truth and 
fact, and a plain out-spoken statement of our 
monetary requirements. I have always said 
that this question of Confederation was one 
of a monetary character—that it had a 
money value, and I maintain, as I have 
always done, without shadow of turning, 
that we ought to have a surplus revenue of 
about $200,000 on entering the Dominion. 
I have always said that we must have that 
surplus, or its equivalent, with Confedera- 
tion, or else no Confederation. That is the 
point round which I have been revolving. I 
have made no stride in advance, none to the 
rear, the Hon. gentleman opposite to the 
contrary. I have ever kept before the public 
the same idea, that when the terms of union 
were negotiated, they must bring that sum 
in a surplus revenue into our Treasury. It 
was a simple point that every one could 
understand and not forget. It is the sum 
that I asked at first; it is the sum that I ask 
now; and it is the sum that I propose now in 
amendment to the Resolution of the Govern- 
ment. The real surplus in the Government 
scheme is so far below what it ought to be, 
that it will be repudiated as an absolute 
failure, if ever it comes before the people for 
ratification. They will reject it. It will 
create just as much dissatisfaction here as 
there was felt in Nova Scotia. I will now, 
Sir, as I promised, move the following as a 
recommendation to His Excellency, and in 
substitution of Resolutions 2 and 3:— 

1. That the Council recommend to His 
Excellency the Governor, the following 
Resolutions for his consideration: 2. The 
population of British Columbia shall be esti- 
mated at 40,000. 3. The following sums 
shall be paid semi-annually by Canada to 
British Columbia for the support of the 
Local Government and Legislature, to wit: — 
An annual grant of $80,000, and a further 
sum of 80 cents a head per annum of the 
population, both payable half-yearly in ad- 
vance, the population of British Columbia 
being estimated as aforesaid. Such grant of 
80 cents per head to be augmented till the 
population shall be shown to be One Mil- 
lion, at which number it shall thereafter 
remain. Canada shall also pay to British 
Columbia, in semi-annual advances, the sum 
of $150,000 per annum, which shall from 
time to time be reduced in proportion as the 
population may exceed 40,000. 

Hon. Member for New Westminster—I 
object to the basis of population being 
changed, otherwise I would support some 
part of the recommendation. 

The Hon. Mr. ALSTON (Registrar Gen- 
eral) said: — This being a Government mea- 
sure, I shall support the Resolutions, but I 
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shall at the same time be prepared to give 
my assent and support to any sensible re- 
commendations that are proposed. It strikes 
me that the Resolution of the Hon. Member 
for Victoria District (Mr. DeCosmos) is 
based on proper grounds. It is a mistake to 
say that the allowance for representation is 
based on a fictitious estimate of population. 
The Executive Council must have estimated 
it on the area and extent of the Colony. I 
believe that our representation would accord 
with the recommendation of the Hon. Mem- 
ber for Victoria District. I do not think 
that Canada is advancing in the direction of 
free trade. Her advance is more likely, in 
my opinion, to be towards protection. I 
have no doubt that Confederation will open 
the door for Canadian goods to be brought 
in. I have no hesitation in voting for a 
larger subsidy, because I believe that, in a 
few years, from the increase in our revenue, 
Canada will have very little to pay, and in 
the Government Resolutions there is no sug- 
gestion for any refund from Canada, if the 
Customs Duties should amount to a very 
large sum. I shall, therefore, vote for the 
Resolutions, but I shall support the recom- 
mendations of the Hon. Member for Vic- 
toria District, because I consider that it is 
grounded on common sense. 


Hon. Mr. BARNARD, Member for Yale, 
said:—Mr. Chairman, I shall support the 
Government proposition as it stands, par- 
ticularly the estimate of 120,000. New 
Brunswick, with a population of 250,000, is 
entitled to fifteen members in the Dominion 
House of Commons. If the basis of repre- 
sentation is to be taken from population, 
then 40,000 would only entitle us to two 
members in the House of Commons, instead 
of eight. For that reason, in my opinion, if 
for no other, 120,000 ought to stand. Be- 
sides, as a matter of fact, our population 
exceeds 40,000. There is not an Indian in 
the Colony who does not contribute as much 
to the revenue as a Canadian. They are 
entitled to be represented as well as white 
men. Eight Members in the House of 
Commons will give us, as has been suggested, 
almost the balance of power between par- 
ties; eight, standing firmly together, will have 
great influence, but what would be our influ- 
ence with two? 

After a few words from Hon. Mr. Hum- 
phreys, in support of the basis of population, 
as disclosed in the scheme of the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos, 

The several recommendations of the Hon. 
Messrs. DeCosmos, Drake, and Robson were 
read by the Clerk. 

Some discussions ensued as to how the 
vote was to be taken, and the Chairman 
decided to put the recommendations of Hon. 
Mr. DeCosmos first, by itself, and then the 
recommendation of Hon. Mr. Drake, which 
was an amendment on the recommendation 
of Hon. Mr. Robson. 

The recommendation of the Hon. Mr. 
DeCosmos, on a division, was lost. Ayes 5, 
Noes 14. 








The recommendation of the Hon. Mr. 
Drake, as an amendment to that of the Hon. 
Mr. Robson, on a division, was carried. 

Clauses 2. and 3, were then passed as 
read. 

On motion, the Committee rose, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmos voted against the 
Report of the Committee being adopted. 

House adjourned at 6 p.m., until 1 o’clock 
on Wednesday. 





Wednesday, 16th March, 1870. 





Committee sat at a quarter past one. 


The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the 
adoption of Clause 4:— 


4. The Dominion shall guaran- 
tee Interest at the rate of 5 per 
centum per annum on such sum, 
not exceeding £100,000, as may be 
required for the construction of a 
a class Graving Dock at Esqui- 
malt. 


He said, it is pretty generally known that 
a company was started for the construction 
of a Graving Dock at Esquimalt, and that 
negotiations with that object in view had 
taken place under a former administration, 
but although both the Admirals and Gov- 
ernor Seymour had reported in favour of it, 
the thing had fallen through, owing to the 
inability of the company to obtain the neces- 
sary funds. They were only able to get a 
small loan in aid from the Admiralty. The 
Dominion guarantee of 5 per cent. on £100,- 
000 sterling, with a prospect of ultimate 
profits from the undertaking itself, will, it 
is believed, secure the whole amount of 
capital required, which has been variously 
estimated; but from preliminary surveys and 
investigations which have been made, the 
sum of £100,000 is deemed sufficient, and 
there is little doubt that if a company can 
get a guarantee for that amount, they can 
carry out the undertaking on the largest 
practicable scale. I am aware that some 
opposition has been expressed to the locality; 
but it is to be supported on general grounds. 
It will be general to the whole Colony. 
£100,000 cannot be spent in any part of the 
Colony without benefiting the rest of it. The 
Navy are at Esquimalt. Esquimalt is the 
first port which Ocean ships reach when they 
want repair, and the last point they leave 
when they receive sailing orders. Captain 
Richards, and all the Admirals from first to 
last, have reported in favour of Esquimalt for 
a Dock. Without Admiralty patronage and 
aid, the thing could not succeed. Another 
advantage in a Dock would be, that it would 
enable us to utilize our great white elephant 
—the Dredger. As to any opposition to the 
locality for Burrard Inlet and New West- 
minster, though as much interested as any 
Hon. Member round this Board in those 
places, I must say that they already have 
the larger share of benefit from the terms; 
for in my opinion the Overland Railway 
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must follow down the main artery of the 
Colony—Fraser River—and have its ter- 
minus either at New Westminster or Burrard 
Inlet. Therefore, on public grounds, and 
because I believe that it will be a public 
benefit, I support the establishment of a 
Graving Dock at Esquimalt. 


The Hon. Mr. HoLsroox,—Sir, I rise to 
oppose this clause, because I deem it too 
sectional; all sectional views should be set 
aside. I think the locality should certainly 
be left out, and the question decided here- 
after. I have no objection to getting all the 
money we can from Canada, but I am not 
sure that there is any present necessity for a 
Dock. I believe that for some time to come, 
it will be cheaper to send ships to San Fran- 
cisco. What is wanted, is one of Clarke’s 
patent Slips. We shall, before long, have 
plenty of ships at Burrard Inlet, and when 
the community requires it we shall have 
plenty of private parties ready to come for- 
ward to construct them. Both at Burrard 
Inlet and New Westminster, there is so great 
a rise and fall in the tide that they would be 
good places. I have been asked to support 
the substitution of Burrard Inlet for Esqui- 
malt in the terms, but I will not do so. 
I would prefer striking out the name alto- 
gether. We ought, I say, to let go sectional 
ideas, and go in for the public good. 


Hon. Mr. HuMPpHREYS said—Sir, I am at 
a loss to understand any opposition to this 
clause. Any such guarantee, if it lead to 
the expenditure of so much money in any 
part of the Colony, will be an advantage to 
the whole community. It is an easily under- 
stood benefit. It will not, in my opinion, 
make much difference where it is built; per- 
haps it would be better to leave the selection 
of the locality to a Committee, who might 
indicate to the Canadian Government the 
best locality. I am of opinion that we want 
a Graving Dock, we don’t want ships to go 
to San Francisco. 


Hon. Mr. Rosson, Member for New West- 
minster, said—I may, perhaps, be expected 
to oppose this clause, and ask for New 
Westminster to be inserted, but I shall not 
do so. I have no sectional feelings in sup- 
porting Confederation. I think the word 
Esquimalt is perfectly harmless, although 
like my Hon. friend (Mr. Holbrook) I should 
have preferred that no locality had been 
made. I do not think that naming the spot 
will, of itself, decide the question. The Dock 
will no doubt be built in the most suitable 
place. As the word is in, let it remain. 

Hon. Mr. Woop said—Sir, I agree with 
what has fallen from Hon. Members who 
object to the naming of the locality, and I 
shall move that the word “Esquimalt” be 
struck out, and the words “such place as the 
Dominion Government shall appoint” be 
inserted. I desire, if we are to have this 
organic change, that we should be free of 
sectional and local feelings of irritation. 
The naming of Esquimalt as the locality for 
the Dock, seems to me to be an endeavour 


to purchase the good-will of Victoria, whose 
population is known to be anti-confederate. 
[“No, no,” from DeCosmos]—of Victoria, 
which stood the test of Confederation at the 
last Election, and whose Members sit here 
pledged against Confederation. This is bid- 
ding for the favour of the Victoria con- 
stituency. [“No, no,” from Hons. Attorney 
General and Chief Commissioner.] I judge 
of the effect which it is likely to have upon 
others by the effect is has upon me. I own 
some small portion of land at Esquimalt, at 
Constance Cove, near the probable site of 
the Docks, and that I confess has a softening 
effect upon me; and though I do not allow 
it to influence my vote, it does influence my 
mind. [Laughter.] Confederation, as the 
Hon. Member for Victoria (Dr. Helmcken) 
has said, means a Railway, Docks, and 
money; it means to each person the possi- 
bility of getting $1,000 at the end of two 
years, or $100 a month in rents. I do not 
believe that these terms will be submitted to, 
and if the inducements are taken away, I 
say the people will not have Confederation. 
If they do accept it under the inducement of 
material benefits, I fear that we shall very 
shortly see a strong feeling of reaction. Why 
should we name Esquimalt? What right have 
we to do so, if it is not intended to have 
effect on the Victorian interest? Why not 
leave it open? If Esquimalt is named, it 
seems to me to tie down the Dominion Gov- 
ernment to a locality of which they may not 
approve, and may be disadvantageous to the 
negotiation. The more that is left to the 
Dominion Government, the better is the 
chance of carrying out the negotiations 
successfully. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—What is the esti- 
mated cost of constructing the Docks? 


Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL—£100,000. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I think Mr. 
Chairman, that it is much to be regretted 
that the Hon. Mr. Wood has attributed not 
very creditable motives to the Government. 
[“Hear, hear.”] I am sorry to have to say so. 
I am sorry I cannot congratulate him on 
statesmanlike qualities when he says he 
might have been influenced. I have never 
taken this view. I believe the influence of 
a vote never occurred to any Member of the 
Executive Council. I protest against such 
insinuations. I congratulate the Hon. Mem- 
ber for New Westminster upon the course 
he has taken, and on his support of the 
Government without reference to any sec- 
tional views. I feel bound to explain why 
Esquimalt has been named by the Govern- 
ment. The main object in asking for a 
Graving Dock there, is to secure the head 
quarters of the Navy, on the Pacific coast, 
within the Colony. When you come to 
remember that Esquimalt is the Naval Sta- 
tion, and has been for years, and when you 
come to consider that assistance is offered by 
the Imperial Government, it will not be diffi- 
cult to discern that there was reason on 
our side. I could give you good commercial 
reasons, but it is sufficient to say, that the 
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Government named Esquimalt, especially, 
with a view to the retention of the Fleet; 
both the late Admiral and the late Governor 
agreed in reporting in favor of Esquimalt; 
we should therefore have been remiss in not 
pointing it out. I think it hard that the 
Government should be twitted with the in- 
tention of catching votes. [Hear, hear,” 
from Mr. DeCosmos] I scout the idea. 
There is an Imperial Act, which only allows 
the Admiralty to lend a limited sum to 
Colonial Docks. The Act of 28 & 29 Vic- 
toria, Cap. 206. This Act allows a loan of 
£20,000 from the Admiralty upon certain 
terms; it is a loan of so much money that 
is contemplated, and not a guarantee of 
interest. Last year I stated to this Council, 
that the Admiralty had offered to lend £20,- 
000, at 4 per cent. The Company did not 
think it sufficient inducement. We hope to 
get Imperial assistance still, that is one reason 
for the locality being named. I stand here 
to say that Esquimalt is the place. I am 
surprised that a Member from the Mainland 
should bring an accusation of sectional 
proclivities against the Government in this 
matter, for the Railway will specially benefit 
the Mainland; I believe and hope it will 
follow down the valley of the Fraser, and 
immediately benefit the district from which 
the Hon. Member comes. Fraser River is 
the main artery, and the probable course of 
the Railway. I did not, therefore, expect 
to hear of any sectional prejudice in the 
Resolutions from any Member from the 
Mainland, when, if there is any immediate 
benefit to any special locality, it will be to 
the Mainland of British Columbia. 

Hon. Mr. RING, Member for Nanaimo, 
said:—Sir, I am prepared to support the 
Government upon this clause. Why should 
we set ourselves up in opposition to the 
opinion of the successive Admirals who have 
been upon this Station, and who can have no 
prejudices? [I think it is a waste of public 
time to impute motives. Esquimalt has been 
pronounced by Engineers to be the proper 
place. I am not one of those who, like 
certain Hon. Members here, would con- 
stantly “pin their conscience on their sleeves 
for daws to peck at.” Such motives as are 
suggested, could never have entered into the 
minds of the Executive. They have been 
repelled by the Hon. Chief Commissioner, 
and why should we be accused of giving 
personal votes? 

Hon. Mr. Woop—No personal motives 
are imputed. 


Hon. Mr. RoBsoN—It seems like such an 
imputation. I think the Hon. Member should 
withdraw his motion. Consider how such a 
principle as that suggested by the Hon. Mr. 
Wood would work. It in effect, amounts to 
this:—‘“Because you have a local interest, 
you must refrain from supporting by your 
vote what you conscientiously approve of as 
beneficial to the community.” 

Hon. Mr. Woop—I must correct my Hon. 
friend (Mr. Ring). I do not attribute per- 
sonal motives in any improper sense; but 


I say, is there a butcher, or baker, or any 
other man who will, in these days of pressure, 
fail to vote as his pocket will be influenced? 
The material benefit to the individual is an 
influence at all elections, and rightly so. I 
can see, in my mind’s eye, banners floating 
at the next general election, and can imagine 
placards posted with the inscription in the 
largest type: “Vote for DeCosmos and the 
Esquimalt Dock.” This object may not be 
intentional, but yet can it be otherwise? 
What is it? Intending without intending? 
I deny that I impute any dishonest motive 
in the Executive, but it is clear that the Dock 
at Esquimalt will influence many votes, and 
I confess I gave them credit for foreseeing 
so obvious a consequence. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I say this, 
Sir, that if any such motives had guided the 
Executive Council; if any considerations, 
such as have been suggested, had swayed 
them; if the object had been a different 
one, we could have prepared a much more 
palatable dish; we could have shewn you 
pecuniary advantages. If we had had the 
intention to get votes, we could have framed 
the Resolutions very differently. But they 
were framed with no such views. It was the 
intention of the Government to prepare 
terms on a fair and proper basis, to be 
submitted to the people. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—As a Member of 
the Executive Council, Sir, I confess that 
I was pleased to see Esquimalt mentioned as 
the site for the Docks. I will meet the Hon. 
Mr. Wood on this issue, and say that sup- 
posing this is put in for the sake of gaining 
the vote of the Victoria people, what is 
Confederation? Confederation means union 
to benefit every part of the Colony. To fol- 
low out the Hon. Member’s reasoning, there 
should have been no public works at all 
named in the conditions. I state that the 
insertion of Esquimalt in the Government 
Resolutions was not governed by sectional 
prejudices. The Executive Council took the 
broad view, that it was for the interest of 
the Canadian Government to build this 
Dock, because if Victoria prospers under 
Confederation, it will be so much the better 
for the Dominion revenue. If the work is 
a benefit to Victoria, through bringing lab- 
ourers, it will benefit the whole Colony, 
and our position will be improved, and 
therefore we shall become a more important 
part of the Dominion. If it pleases the 
people of Victoria, if they consider it a 
sufficient inducement to go into Confedera- 
tion, let them do so. The people of Victoria 
are here to make money, and not to found 
empires; their children may perhaps make 
the kingdoms and empires. If the people 
like Confederation on these terms, I say let 
them vote for it. 

Hon. Mr. CarRALL, Member for Cariboo 
—“It may not be intentional but it is so,” 
were the concluding words of the Hon. Mr. 
Wood. I say yes. So far as this: that the 
whole of the conditions of this scheme were 
intended to benefit the whole of the Colony. 
As a Member of the Executive Council, I 
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repudiate entirely the narrow motives which 
have been suggested by the Hon. Mr. Wood. 
The Executive Council were actuated by no 
sectional views; their object was to make the 
whole of the Resolutions, not only palatable, 
but beneficial to the Colony. The merits of 
Esquimalt as a site for the Docks, are in 
themselves a sufficient reason to advance in 
favor of the Executive opinion being correct. 
I shall vote for the Clause as it stands. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I am one of those 
who think it proper to have the locality for 
the Docks named; and I think the Govern- 
ment would have made a blunder if they 
had left out the word “Esquimalt.” It would 
have been wrong in my opinion if the Gov- 
ernment had framed the Resolutions with 
any sectional views. But it appears to me 
whilst they are likely to do the Colony good 
generally, they have been framed with a 
tendency to create the popular vote, and I 
do not see much harm in that. The point 
which I want to hear about is, whether 
£100,000 will be sufficient to construct a 
good Dock; and what sort of a Dock it is 
to be? It is possible that a large Stone Dock 
may not be of so much use as a Patent Slip. 
I have visited the Floating Docks in the 
Arsenals of the United States, to take such 
observations as would serve an umnprofes- 
sional man. And I confess that if itis to bea 
Stone Graving Dock in Constance Cove, to 
admit of one vessel at a time, I am inclined 
to the opinion that it would not be as good, 
or as much public utility, as a Patent Slip. 
I shall support the item, or a larger sum than 
£100,000. I believe that a Dock, or a Patent 
Slip, at Esquimalt, will attract ships from 
Puget Sound. It is a step in the right direc- 
tion. There is a feeling abroad, that the 
Colony would have to construct this Dock. 
This would be a mistake: but to get Canada 
to endorse the scheme, by giving a guarantee 
for the interest, is in my opinion the right 
course to pursue. 


Hon Mr. TrutcH—That is the intention; 
that a private company should undertake the 
work, the Dominion giving a guarantee. It 
will be left for the company to choose. 
Probably Clarke’s patent slip, with hydraulic 
lift, would be the easiest worked, as it would 
be the cheapest. It could probably be 
erected for £75,000, whereas a cut stone 
Graving Dock would cost more. One of 
the advantages of the latter would be that 
there would be more money expended in 
the Colony during its construction, whereas 
the principal cost of a patent slip would be 
expended elsewhere for machinery. I can- 
not say if £100,000 would be enough for the 
construction of a cut stone Dock or not. I 
think that a guarantee of five per cent on 
£100,000 will be a sufficient inducement for 
any company to take the matter up. I am 
convinced that £100,000 will not build a 
stone Dock of sufficient capacity to take in 
such a ship as the Zealous. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—lIf the peovle of Vic- 
toria desire the terms why should not they 
vote for Union? My desire is, if we are to 
be united, to see a union which shall be 


lasting. I say that these terms are not 
lasting. They are in the nature of direct and 
immediate pecuniary advantage. Reaction 
will set in after the Railway and Dock are 
built. Show me in these terms continuing 
and abiding benefit and I am satisfied. Let 
the people of Victoria choose, but I ask 
Hon. Members, who understand human 
nature, whether the people would not choose 
direct benefit in preference to prospective 
and continuing advantages. Mankind will 
choose direct present pecuniary benefit, 
rather than that benefit which is to be lasting 
and remote. I fear reaction. I look upon 
this place as my home, and shall complain, 
I think with justice, if ten years’ hence I 
find a great reaction of the present hasty 
action. 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—Would it be better 
to have Confederation with no terms at all, 
or with terms equal to these? 


Hon. Mr. Woop—I ask for different terms; 
power to impose our own tariff for in- 
stance. 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—The objections of 
the Hon. Member are not correct. When 
the Dock and Railway are built, I admit 
that some source of labour, and consequent 
interest, will be gone, but then we must look 
for other interests to arise. I admit that 
discontent may arise; it has frequently been 
so in England, when a large number of 
labourers have been thrown out of employ- 
ment; but I say that the Dominion and Local 
Governments will have the power and the 
sense to remedy any such evils as they occur. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I cannot fancy 
anything more calculated to promote per- 
manent benefit than the establishment of 
Graving Docks. Every ship that comes in 
would spend money, would be a benefit to 
the town, and a continuing benefit; and not 
to the town only, but to some extent to the 
whole Colony. If the Colony goes on and 
increases, so must the work to be done in 
the Docks go on increasing. I regret that 
the Hon. Mr. Wood should have taken the 
ground that the Executive are influenced by 
any sectional motives. I do not see why the 
Hon. Member should refuse benefits which 
come under Confederation. He would surely 
not prefer to go in without terms. 

Hon. Mr. DrakeE—I doubt whether the 
amount named is large enough. I have 
information from good authority that double 
that amount will be required. Canada is 
only asked to guarantee the interest. I shall, 
therefore move an amendment, in the shape 
of a recommendation to His Excellency, that 
the sum of £100,000 be increased to £150,000 
in the conditions. I am of opinion that the 
terms should be put in as favourable a light 
as possible for this Colony. 

Hon. Mr. PEMBERTON—I would ask the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
whether it would be possible to connect the 
supply of water with the Docks. London is 
supplied by a large fresh water reservoir, 
and it is possible that the same course might 
be adopted as regards this city. If the course 
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of the water in the valley of Victoria Arm 
were stopped, the Gorge being a natural 
valley, if it were possible to exclude the salt 
water from the whole of Victoria Harbour, 
a vast natural reservoir of fresh water might 
be formed, which would supply the whole 
city with water. Being no engineer, I feel 
some diffidence in putting it forward. I only 
put it as a suggestion to the Chief Commis- 
sioner, with the view of inquiring whether 
it could be done. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—It is impos- 
sible for me to offer an opinion upon the 
suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Pemberton. The 
supply of water upon the supposed plan, 
would contemplate the expenditure of much 
more money than the sum required for 
Graving Docks besides the proposed place is 
too low, and would necessitate the water 
being pumped up to a second Reservoir. 
Moreover I am of opinion that the supply of 
water is too much of a local matter to be 
worthy of mention in the Terms. 


Hon. Mr. HoL_BrookK—My Amendment 
is, that the word “Esquimalt” be struck out, 
on the grounds that it is too sectional. I 
believe that any Company which is formed 
will erect a Patent Slip, instead of a Dock. 
It has been shown in practice to be more 
useful. I move that the word “Esquimalt” 
be struck out. 

Hon. Mr. Wood’s recommendation to 
strike out the word “Esquimalt,” and to in- 
sert “such place as the Dominion Govern- 
ment shall appoint,” on division was lost, 
two only voting in favor of it. 


Hon. Mr. Drake’s recommendation “That 
the sum of £150,000 be named,” on division 
was lost, eight voting in favor of the recom- 
mendation. 

Clause 4 was then passed as read. 


The Chairman then read Section 5. 

5. In addition to the other provi- 
sions of this Resolution, Canada 
shall assume and defray the 
charges of the following Services:— 

a. Salary and allowances of the 
Lieutenant Governor; 

b. Salaries and Allowances of 
the Judges and Officers of the Su- 
preme Court, and of the County 
Courts; 

c. The charges in respect of the 
Department of Customs; 

d. The Postal Department; 

e. Lighthouses, Buoys, Beacons, 
and Lightship, and such further 
charges as may be incident to and 
connected with the Services which 
by “The British North America 
Act, 1867,” appertain to the Gen- 
eral Government, and as are or 
may be allowed to the other Prov- 
inces. 


The Hon. the ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 
the adoption of this Clause, which he said 
was taken from “The British North America 
Act, 1867,” and would relieve the Colony of 
the payment of a certain amount annually 
in the shape of Salaries. 





Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS—I shall move a 
recommendation that the maintenance of 
the Roads by the Dominion Government, be 
included in this Clause. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—This seems to be 
a made up Clause, it is provided for in “The 
British North America Act,” and the inser- 
tion of the Clause in these Resolutions looks 
like setting it before the Country for the 
object of educating them up to what they 
are expected to ask for. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—It is an essen- 
tial part of the whole scheme. 


Hon. Mr. TrutcH—I think it is partly 
provided for by “The British North America 
Act;” yet it is included in the Terms of the 
proposed admission of Newfoundland. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—And of all 
the other Provinces. 


Hon. Mr. Rospson—I do not agree with 
the Hon. Member for Victoria District. I 
think the Act of British North America 
applies to original Provinces, and provision 
is made for the admission of others. They 
might be presumed to apply to us, but I 
think it is proper to ask in an address that 
these charges should be put in, and that it 
is as necessary to insert these as it is to 
insert any clauses. We should make it plain 
that we desire to have these terms applied 
to us. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—There is no provi- 
sion in paragraph b. for payment of salaries 
of Judges of Admiralty or District Courts. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—I move to strike out 
these paragraphs; they are mere verbiage. 
One word with respect to the Admiralty 
Court, which ought to be included if the 
Supreme Court is inserted. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—We have no 
power, as a Council, to deal with the consti- 
tution of the Admiralty Court; nor is this the 
proper time to enter into any discussion 
respecting it. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—I say we have every 
power, and I take this opportunity of saying 
that the Admiralty Court is badly managed. 
I have heard it insinuated that the Judges of 
the Admiralty Court in this Colony have 
been influenced by fees to prolong the busi- 
ness of the Court, and drag out Admiralty 
business to its utmost length, instead of 
pushing it through, as the business of the 
Common Law Courts is pushed through. 
There ought to be no fees. Admiralty prac- 
tice in this Colony is likely, in case of war, 
to assume enormous proportions. I do not 
see why a condition should not be inserted 
to provide us with an Admiralty Court with 
Judges to be paid by fees. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Does the Hon. the 
Attorney General intend to insert Admiralty 
Court? 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—We must not 
arrogate to ourselves powers which we have 
not; and the insertion of such a clause in the 
Resolutions which we are now discussing 
would be entirely out of place, and I would 
suggest to Hon. Members not to introduce 
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this Resoluiton now, but let it be brought up 
as a substantive measure. It cannot be 
brought up again if it is decided now. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—I said, and I repeat it, 
that if the Imperial Government were prop- 
erly approached this thing might be done, 
just as if the Crown were properly ap- 
proached, the Crown Salaries Act might be 
repealed. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—TI think some ac- 
tion ought to be taken. I wish to call atten- 
tion to the fact that the Canadian Parliament 
have power to fix the salaries of the Judges 
in Admiralty, where they are paid by sala- 
ries. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Then bring 
the matter up separately. 


Hon. Mr. DrakE—I would draw the At- 
torney General’s attention to section 100 of 
the “British North America Act,” which 
includes Admiralty Courts where the Judges 
are paid by salaries and pensions. It is 
expressly stated that the terms of the “British 
North America Act” shall apply to this 
Colony; then why not insert it in the words 
of the Act, though we are aware that these 
Resolutions have to be carried, there is no 
reason that we should not add recommenda- 
tions. I think section 100 of the Act is bet- 
ter than our clause. I will move the addition 
of the word “pensions.” 


Hon. Mr. Ropson—I cannot see that the 
application of section 100 would meet the 
case. It would be ineffectual because our 
Judges of the Admiralty Court are not paid 
by salaries, therefore it would be inoperative 
as regards British Columbia. Whilst I deem 
it quite desirable to make the change sug- 
gested, I do not think this is the time to make 
it. I should suggest postponing the discus- 
sion of the question as to Admiralty Court 
until these Resolutions are settled 


Hon. Mr. TrRutTcH—Why complicate the 
question? Why not bring it up in open 
House and discuss it? 

Hon. Mr. Woop—It could be done in 
three or four months. The Judges of the 
Admiralty Courts could be put upon sala- 
ries, and Section 100. would then be appli- 
cable. We are upon the question of Judges, 
and why not decide it at once. 

_Hon. Mr. TRutcH—I am not prepared to 
discuss this question, as to the Admiralty 
Court, now. If proper notice is given of its 
being brought up, I shall then be prepared to 
go fully into its merits. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—The principle is bad to 
pay Judges by fees. 

Hon. Mr. Rinc—The question is: are the 
Judges of the Admiralty Court Judges? Why 
should we not say, say clearly and unmis- 
takeably what we mean? I shall support the 
recommendation of the Hon. Mr. Wood, and 
I hope the members of the Government will 
pause before they oppose it. Let them con- 
sider whether it is desirable to admit the 
principle that any person exercising the office 
of a Judge should be paid by fees. I say that 
the question is properly before us now, and 


the recommendation comes fairly and cor- 
rectly in this place. 

Hon. Mr. ALSTON—I agree with the Hon. 
Mr. Wood, as to the constitution of the 
Admiralty Court, but should vote against 
the recommendation, and for the Resolution, 
because I do not think that this recommenda- 
tion, or amendment, for it virtually amounts 
to that, if acted upon by the Executive, 
would effect the cure; the Judges would still 
take fees. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I shall be 
obliged to vote against this recommendation, 
if it is pressed, on account of the way in 
which it is brought up here. The friends of 
the alteration are those who are refusing to 
join in bringing it forward at this inoppor- 
tune time. A vote taken now, would prevent 
free discussion of the subject. I recommend 
the Hon. Member to withdraw his amend- 
ment, and I invite full and free discussion 
of the subject of the Admiralty Courts upon 
a special day to be fixed. 


Hon. Mr. TrutcH—This discussion is in- 
apposite at this time. If this side of the 
House were against the consideration of the 
payment of Admiralty Judges by fees, they 
could let it pass in Committee, and kill it 
in the House; then, under our Standing Or- 
ders, it could not be brought up again, but 
we do not intend to do so. I shall vote 
against it. 

The Hon. Mr. Wood, with the permission 
of the Council, withdrew his recommenda- 
tion, on the understanding that it was to be 
brought up at a future day as a distinct 
motion. 


The Hon. Mr. Drake’s recommendation 
as to Pensions was put, and lost. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—It is treating the recom- 
mendations of non-official members with 
contempt and disrespect, to find the Govern- 
ment Members voting them down. [“No, 
no,” from the Attorney General.] [“Yes, 
yes,” from Mr. Drake.] Let us have an 
opportunity of putting our opinions upon 
record. This Government vote operates as 
a wet blanket upon all occasions. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—It is the com- 
mon sense of the House, which says that 
recommendations which are against the basis 
of the Resolution should not pass. 


Hon. Mr. HuMpPHREYS—If what we do 
is not to meet the eye of the Executive, it 
is of no use being here. I never felt so 
mean. Our position in this Council is 
nugatory; utterly futile and contemptible. 
If all the elected members felt as I do, we 
should leave the Council in a body, and 
have nothing more to do with it. ([‘Hear, 
hear,” from Mr. DeCosmos.] I find it dif- 
ficult to speak of the Government conduct 
of business in this House with patience. 


Hon. Mr. TruTcH—I should really like 
to know what this is all about. One Hon. 
Member says that the course is disrespectful, 
because the sense of the Council was against 
him. The Hon. Member for Lillooet in- 
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dulges in a species of harangue which is 
peculiar to him, when he is at a loss for an 
argument, he shakes the red flag of official- 
dom before him, lowers his head, and 
charges at it madly. With regard to dis- 
respect, I think we treat them with respect 
by discussing them here at all. We might 
allow them to pass here, and vote them down 
in the Executive; but instead of that, the 
Executive Members enter freely into the 
discussion here, and declare what their views 
are fully. As to voting recommendations of 
Hon. Members down, when a suggestion is 
made to substitute one scheme for another, 
it would be strange if the Government Mem- 
bers should not unite in voting it down. 
With regard to the recommendations for 
adding to the terms and conditions, they 
ought to be carefully made, or their insertion 
may create great disappointment in the public 
mind by leading people to expect more than 
will be acceded. Hon. Members should 
weigh their votes well. I, for one, will not 
vote for what I cannot recommend to His 
Excellency in the Executive Council. 


Hon. Mr. HumpHreys—I am not in the 
habit of holding my head down, I always 
hold it up. I agree with the Hon. Mr. Wood, 
that all we are likely to do for the public 
benefit is crushed by the official vote. 


Hon. Mr. CarraLL—tThe Hon. Mr. Wood 
has stated that the recommendations of the 
Elected Members would be treated with con- 
tempt. He is not a Member of the Executive 
Council. I as a Member of that Council 
can tell him that they are always treated 
with the greatest respect. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—What I say is that the 
recommendations of Independent Members 
do not reach, and will not reach, the head 
of the Executive. We want them to reach. 
We all believe that the Members of the 
Executive will mention them, but that is not 
what we want. We desire that these recom- 
mendations should meet the eye of the Ex- 
ecutive. I disdain to consider that the 
Executive rules this Colony. They do not; 
they administer the Government, and I con- 
sider it to be the duty of the Executive to 
sink their own views, when they do not 
accord with the popular will. It is quite 
possible that the Executive may be wrong 
and the Popular Members right occasionally. 


Hon. Mr. TrutcH—I do not think the 
position of the Hon. Mr. Wood is correct. 
There are now Three Resolutions of, so 
called, Popular Members before the Execu- 
tive; why are so many of their recommenda- 
tions carried if there is any desire to treat 
them with disrespect? The difficulty is, that 
the Hon. gentleman persisted in trying to 
force a vote upon his Resolution about the 
Admiralty Court. I, if pressed to give an 
opinion at an inapposite time, would vote 
against it. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmos—The conviction in 
and out of this House is, that the Elected 
Members are useless, being out-numbered 
by the official vote. The only reason why 


I would endeavour to be elected to a seat, 
in a Council so constituted, is to prevent 
evils that might happen. The Government 
might get tools to go in and vote as they 
liked. The Government might get some one 
to be elected, and then call it the popular 
vote. The mistake has been in interpreting 
recommendations into amendments. 

Hon. Mr. RopsoN—Mr. Chairman, I think 
that nothing can be more unfair, nothing 
more ungenerous, than the position taken by 
some Hon. Members towards the Govern- 
ment. This scheme was brought down to 
the House by the Government, and we were 
invited by the Hon. Attorney General, and 
other Members of the Government, to make 
any recommendations or suggestions that we 
thought proper, and they would receive every 
consideration at the hands of the Executive. 
I fail to see one single act or vote at variance 
with that position. I have seen the leading 
Members of Government voting different 
ways; and this I take to be an evidence of 
their sincerity. There seems to be a disposi- 
tion to run away with the impression that the 
unofficial members are treated with dis- 
respect, to me, Sir, such a position is un- 
dignified and absurd. Because I have moved 
a recommendation, and the House has voted 
it down, am I treated with disrespect. Why 
I follow this up and an adverse vote would 
be in every case an insult to the minority, 
and legislation would become an impossi- 
bility. I am grateful to the Government for 
what I consider a great scheme, grateful for 
having the opportunity of voting upon it, 
and I join the Hon. Chief Commissioner in 
warning the House against voting alterations 
in the Terms, lest such a course should 
create hopes to be afterwards disappointed, 
and lead to a reaction which might result 
in the defeat of the whole scheme at the 
polls. I would also caution Hon. Members 
to avoid attempting to induce the Govern- 
ment to insert terms which would imperil 
the scheme with the Dominion Government. 
I shall set aside any particular views and 
suggestions I should like to make, to avoid 
that result. I can understand enemies of 
the cause rushing in resolutions calculated 
to raise extravagant hopes, and so produce 
disappointment and fatal reaction, but not 
friends of the cause. In recommending 
alterations to Government our reason and 
judgment should be fairly and calmly ex- 
ercised. 

Clause 5 was put to the Committee by the 
Chairman, and passed as read. 

The Chairman read Clause 6:— 

6. Suitable Pensions, such as shall 
be approved of by Her Majesty’s 
Government, shall be provided by 
the Government of the Dominion 
for those of Her Majesty’s Servants 
in the Colony, whose position 
and emoluments derived therefrom 
would be effected by political 
changes on the admission of this 
Colony into the Dominion of Can- 
ada. 
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The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said:—In 
proposing the adoption of this clause, it is 
only necessary for me to state to the House 
that it is inserted in accordance with Lord 
Granville’s despatch. Confederation will, 
in all probability, affect the positions of 
certain officials, and the despatch advises 
that provision should be made, hence this 
clause. 

Hon. Mr. HumpHreys—I do not approve 
of the principle of pensions, and I cannot 
understand why pensions should be given 
to men who came out to this Colony, as I 
came out, as needy adventurers. The people 
of this country do not approve of pensions. 
If Hon. Members had been induced to come 
out from England to assume positions under 
Government for life, I could understand 
their being provided for with pensions, on 
the positions being abolished. I was once 
a Government Officer in this Colony myself, 
and should of course have liked to get a 
pension; but in my opinion the present 
Government officials have drawn very good 
pay for doing very little work, for long 
enough; and before a pension is given, it 
should be shown that the person to whom 
it is given has done the State some service. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—We have now, Sir, 
arrived at the Government’s “wisdom” in 
delaying Confederation in 1868, and subse- 
quently, and of which we heard from the 
Hon. Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works. The Hon. gentlemen who own this 
Colony, for the Governor and Executive 
virtually own the country, are now ready to 
execute a quit claim deed of this Colony to 
Canada, for a pension to each, and it may 
be the cheapest mode of getting rid of them. 
Pensions are a modern discovery. The Rom- 
ans granted triumphal entries as a reward 
to their most distinguished citizens; and the 
Greeks crowned those whom they would 
honor with laurels; but now pensions are the 
fashion. How much more substantial! The 
whole secret of the opposition of the Gov- 
ernment to Confederation lay in the question 
of pensions. [No, no]. [Yes, yes]. Still I 
shall vote for the clause, as I believe this to 
be the cheapest way of buying out the pres- 
ent possessors, the virtual owners of the 
Colony. I think it ought to be pensions or 
compensation, but I will move no amend- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrook—I am prepared to 
support this clause. It shows that Great 
Britain does not forget her public servants. 
It is a good and proper clause, and a usual 
one. This is following out what is done in 
every other British Colony. I shall support 
the clause. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—I shall support this 
clause. It stands out in strong contrast to 
the action of the Imperial Government, in 
their treatment of public officers upon the 
occasion of another Union. I am glad to 
see this clause inserted, as representing a 
principle that ought always to be recognized. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—The Hon. Member 
for Victoria District is attributing motives 
again. If he throws dirt on others, he must 
expect to have it thrown back on himself, 
and it might as well be said that Hon. repre- 
sentative members who vote for Confedera- 
tion, only voted for it for the sake of the 
loaves and fishes. [“No, no,” from Mr. 
DeCosmos]. This is a question for the 
Canadian Government, not for us. Govern- 
ment officials are entitled to some compen- 
sation for loss of offices, and the Canadian 
Government will think so too. To them I 
leave it. They will, I believe, settle the ques- 
tion honourably. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I challenge any 
man to say that I ever asked to have any 
Government post or appointment. I have 
lived half a century, and three-fourths of 
that time I have earned my own bread, and 
spent my Own money. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I don’t accuse the 
Hon. Member of seeking office. I say the 
argument might be used, and if gentlemen 
will throw dirt, they must expect to get it 
thrown on them. 


Hon. Mr. DeECosMos—The remarks I 
made, were as to times past. As to dirt. I 
never use it. I deal in facts. I know men, 
however, who have for themselves and 
friends stuck closely to the loaves and fishes, 
and I could name some public men who did 
their best and succeeded in depriving the 
Colony of Vancouver Island of half a million 
of dollars, that the Duke of Newcastle, as 
Colonial Secretary, said belonged to it. 
[Hon. Mr. Helmcken—“Name”]. No, I will 
not mention names. I say, again, that the 
chief reason for this question not being taken 
up in 1868, was because pensions were not 
provided. Now, Sir, I am glad the Hon. 
senior Member for Victoria City has afforded 
me an opportunity to explain the part that 
I took in pressing Confederation on the 
Council in 1868. TI first endeavoured, with 
the Hon. Member for New Westminster, to 
enlist Governor Seymour in the matter,— 
get him to take it up as a Government meas- 
ure,—and open negotiations with the Cana- 
dian Government. But he refused to 
interfere in it, and said the Council might 
deal with it. Without the support of the 
Governor, in a Council so constituted, there 
was no hope for the measure. It then 
became a question whether any Resolution 
on it ought to be brought forward in the 
Council. Some confederates urged that it 
would not do to have a Resolution defeated. 
On the other hand, I thought it best to make 
some proposition, merely to elicit an expres- 
sion of the Council’s opinion, and show the 
country its attitude on the question. For in 
agitating the question, unless it could be 
proved incontestably that the Council and 
Executive were opposed, the people could 
not be aroused to take action. I, therefore, 
brought it up in a series of Resolutions 
before the House, and not in Committee of 
the Whole. If I had had the least hope that 
it would have passed, I would have had it 
considered in Committee of the Whole, the 
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proper place to settle such an important 
matter, after the terms had been settled 
between the two Governments. As a matter 
of course, the Resolutions were defeated. 
But subsequently, when it was urged upon 
the Governor, at the instance of the Collec- 
tor of Customs, that the Council be allowed 
to take action, he said “No. Let the people 
act.” 

Hon Mr. CarrALL—I shall vote in favour 
of this clause, and I only desire to offer three 
remarks, the Council have had two objects 
mainly in view: first, to bring in a scheme 
which should bring general prosperity; and, 
secondly, that no vested interests should be 
affected by the act of Confederation. The 
positions held by official gentlemen are, I 
contend, vested interests, and as such, en- 
titled to protection. As regards the way in 
which members have been treated in other 
Colonies, there are numbers who are now 
receiving pensions. I may instance two not- 
able members of the Imperial Government: 
the Right Hons. Robert Lowe and H. C. E. 
Childers. I desire to put it upon record that 
I vote for this clause with as much pleasure 
as I support any clause of the Resolutions. 

Clause 6 was then read by the Chairman, 
and passed as read. 

The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL proposed 
the adoption of Clause 7:— 

7. The Dominion Government 
shall supply an efficient and regular 
fortnightly Steam Communication 
between Victoria and San Fran- 
cisco, by Steamers adapted and giv- 
ing facilities for the conveyance of 
passengers and cargo. 

This clause speaks for itself, and it is un- 
eee! for me to say anything in support 
of it. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I regard this para- 
graph of the Resolution as a make-weight, 
nothing more nor less. It is a mistake to 
make it one of the essential conditions. The 
time may come when we don’t want this 
steam communication. The Railway may 
come to Puget Sound, and then this clause 
will be unnecessary. People will say, at first, 
that this is a splendid thing. But it is all 
included in the “British North America 
Act.” 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—The Hon. 
Member refers, I suppose, to clause b. of 
Section 92, which excepts “Lines of Steam 
Ships between the Province and any British 
or Foreign country” from the “Local works 
and undertakings” which are declared to be 
subjects of exclusive provincial legislation. 
The Dominion Government would have to 
make provision for mail steamers. This 
clause provides for regular communication. 
When we have communication with Canada 
by railway, such a clause as this would be 
unnecessary, but now, if confederated, we 
shall need more than ever, regular and more 
frequent communication with San Fran- 
cisco, which is the chain of communication 
with Canada. 


Hon. Mr. DeCosMos—There seems to be 
a spirit of distrust in this and other clauses 
of these Resolutions, a desire to have every- 
thing in writing. I believe that we should 
have a steam ship line without this clause. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—The Hon. Member 
says it is of no use. If the clause was not 
there, the Dominion Government need not 
give us this communication. Postal com- 
munication it must give, but that means 
only communication with Olympia. 


Hon. Mr. Rosson—I do not think that 
this implies distrust any more than asking a 
man to give a note for a debt implies dis- 
trust. In the conditions framed on the 
admission into the Confederation of Prince 
Edward Island and Newfoundland, these 
matters are set out with great minuteness. 
I perfectly agree that we might trust the 
Canadian Government, but we are not in 
Canada, and we are asked to name specific 
terms. Surely we ought to do so. It would 
be very unbusiness-like to say to the Do- 
minion, we will leave it all to you. The 
Dominion Government would say let it be 
prepared in black and white, so that we may 
say whether we can perform it or not. 

ane Chairman read Clause 7. Passed as 
read. 


The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL proposed 
the adoption of Clause 8:— 

8. Inasmuch as no real Union 
can subsist between this Colony 
and Canada without the speedy 
establishment of communication 
across the Rocky Mountains by 
Coach Road and Railway, the Do- 
minion shall within three years 
from the date of Union, construct 
and open for traffic such Coach 
Road, from some point on the line 
of the Main Trunk Road of this 
Colony to Fort Garry, of similar 
character to the said Main Trunk 
Road; and shall further engage to 
use all means in her power to com- 
plete such Railway communication 
at the earliest practicable date, and 
that Surveys to determine the 
proper line for such Railway shall 
be at once commenced; and that a 
sum of not less than One Million 
Dollars shall be expended in every 
year, from and after three years 
from the date of Union, in actually 
constructing the initial sections of 
such Railway from the Seaboard of 
British Columbia, to connect with 
the Railway system of Canada. 


I move this Resolution, Mr. Chairman, as 
being the practical bond of Union between 
the Dominion and this Colony. I leave it to 
other members to discuss the details. I 
merely say that three years is the time 
deemed necessary to make preliminary sur- 
veys, and the expenditure of a sum of 
$1,000,000 is the best practical guarantee 
that the work will be done. The Dominion 
would not submit to the expenditure of such 
an amount if they did not intend to push the 
work forward as quickly as possible. 
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Hon. Mr. DECosmos—Sir, I do not claim 
any honour in connection with the Resolu- 
tion respecting the Railway. I am perfectly 
willing to accord the praise that is due to the 
originator of this clause, but think a portion 
of it a great mistake. I do not altogether 
like the way in which these Resolutions are 
got up. I don’t like the preamble as to “real 
union.” In all these Government Resolutions 
there is something of a “catching” character; 
little hooks to catch the popular vote. Mate- 
rial union can exist without railroads. Look 
at the real union between this Colony and 
Great Britain. People who were here in 
1859 may recollect how safe they felt during 
the San Juan difficulty, and subsequently 
during the Trent affair. There was then a 
physical union: we felt that we should be 
protected by force if necessary. I believe that 
I was amongst the first or second of those 
who moved in the matter of the transcontin- 
ental coach road. But whilst on this subject 
I will take occasion to do justice to the mem- 
ory of the gentleman who proposed the Over- 
land Railway through British America. It 
was during the administration of Sir Robert 
Peel, in 1844 or 1845, that A. W. Godfrey, a 
bookseller in Halifax, addressed letters to 
Sir Robert Peel, about a Railway from 
Halifax to Vancouver Island. Previously, 
Whitney had proposed his scheme for a 
Railroad from Texas to the Pacific. Our 
worthy old citizen, Mr. Waddington, has 
been distinguished among those who have 
taken active measures in favor of the Rail- 
way. Till Lord Granville’s despatch arrived, 
none of the railway agitators seemed to have 
made much headway. At the Conference 
of Delegates from British North America in 
London, an Overland Railway was consid- 
ered and described as “a subject of the 
highest importance, and one to be promoted 
at the earliest stage that the finances of the 
country would admit of.” The proposition 
before us shows how great a stride has been 
made in this matter since 1867. I have no 
wish to claim any honour or to detract from 
that which is due to others, but we must 
recollect that $1,000,000 a year is not a 
Railway across the Rocky Mountains. I 
have, however, year after year looked upon 
Railway communication as the only means 
to settle up the interior of British Columbia. 
I never could see how British Columbia 
could be settled up without a Railway to 
connect Fraser River with Kamloops. I 
think, Sir, that a different course ought to be 
pursued by the Government with the Do- 
minion than that proposed. Assuming that 
the Coach Road may be open in three years, 
for I am ready to admit that proposition, 
when people settle the country from Thomp- 
son River to Osooyos Lake the farmers must 
have the means of transport for their various 
productions. How are they to get them out? 
I maintain that the true course for the 
development of the resources of the country 
is to make a line of Railway from some 
navigable spot on the Fraser to Lake Kam- 
loops. I claim for this that it might be 
regarded as a part of the transcontinental 


line, and in my opinion it would do more to 
build up the country than anything else that 
could be conceived, and I believe it to be 
thoroughly practicable. I, therefore, move 
a recommendation to His Excellency that the 
construction of a Railway from steamboat 
navigation on the Fraser River to Kamloops 
Lake be inserted in the terms, instead of 
commencing from the initial sections on the 
Seaboard of British Columbia. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Sir, I ap- 
proach the consideration of this clause with 
a great sense of the magnitude of the work 
which we propose to the Government of that 
Dominion with which we propose to be 
confederated. My mind seems somewhat to 
shrink before the contemplation of its mag- 
nitude; and it is only when the reflection is 
gradually forced upon me, that the union can 
never be a reality until the Railway is com- 
menced in our own territory, and that it is 
necessary, that I can bring myself to believe 
that it should be done. That it is practicable 
is undeniable and needs no argument. From 
all information I have been able to obtain, 
and comparing it with the difficulties which 
have been overcome on the Pacific line, I 
believe the proportion of cost of the proposed 
line of Railway from the Seaboard of British 
Columbia to Canada to be not more than 
two-thirds of the cost of the line already 
built from California across the Sierra Ne- 
vada. There will of course be difficulties to 
overcome, which may influence the choice 
of the best line of route. I believe we are 
justified in asking for the construction of the 
Railway, and I am satisfied, I may say I 
know, that there is a great desire on the part 
of those now in power in Canada to con- 
struct this Railroad, and if it be in their 
power to do it, it will be done. To go to the 
terms: objections have been made to the 
time of commencement. I would ask the 
House to consider what an amount of pros- 
pecting and survey will have to be done 
before any commencement can possibly be 
made in the work. I do not think that there 
is any delay suggested by fixing the time of 
three years. I think it is the shortest time 
that could be named. The proper line could 
hardly be determined sooner. We do not pre- 
sume fo suggest the scheme, or the means. 
My opinion is that the Railway will be built 
by private enterprise, under a guarantee. As 
the Imperial Government have shown a de- 
sire to encourage Confederation, I think we 
have a right to expect that they will render 
some assistance in the building of the Rail- 
way, especially after Lord Granville’s des- 
patch. [Hear, hear.] I hope that the Cana- 
dian Government will have the assistance of 
the Imperial Government in carrying out this 
scheme. It will be some time before the 
scheme can be developed, and then at least 
two seasons must elapse, as an immense 
amount of reconnoitering and surveying will 
be necessary. Three years is not too much. 
The Hon. Member for Victoria District (Mr. 
DeCosmos) objects to the framing of this 
Resolution as too catching. I think his 
objection is unfounded. I believe that the 
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benefits will be real and substantial. The 
reason that so small a sum as $1,000,000 is 
asked for is that it is only intended to be an 
earnest, so to speak, on the part of the 
Dominion Government that the Railway will 
be made. I believe that the expenditure of 
$1,000,000 upon the first twenty miles will 
bring an accession of from 5,000 to 10,000 
to our population. We have a right to ask 
that the Railway should be commenced 
here. It is desirable that it should be made 
here. It will be found that when once it is 
commenced here a nucleus of population 
will be formed which will add considerably 
to the prosperity of the Colony. It has been 
argued that no profit can arise from the 
expenditure of the vast amount of capital 
that will be required to build this Railway. 
It will cost probably $20,000,000, and there- 
fore is not likely to be profitable for years 
to come. We cannot, in my opinion, expect 
any pecuniary return for years. It behoves 
the Dominion Government, if they desire 
the prosperity of this part of the empire, to 
develop the resources of the estate which 
we are handing over. If they value it as we 
do, and as we believe that they do, they will 
endeavour to realize the advantages at the 
earliest possible date. This Railway will do 
so, when it is completed across the Rocky 
Mountains, and in my opinion not till then 
we shall have a population. Before conclud- 
ing, I desire to say that it is intended, al- 
though it is not so stated in the terms, to 
give an assurance to the Dominion Govern- 
ment that any amount of land which they 
think reasonable will be given. This will be 
made a part of the scheme for the construc- 
tion of the Railway if thought desirable. 

Hon. Mr. HuMpHREYS—Sir, I look upon 
this clause as most important. I am one of 
those who believe that there can be no real 
Confederation without a Railroad. Govern- 
ment has made a mistake in naming the sum 
of $1,000,000 to be expended on the Sea- 
board. There is no necessity to put this in. 
This would only bring a floating population, 
which we do not want. I agree with the 
Hon. Member for Victoria District that the 
Railway ought to be commenced in the 
agricultural districts of the Mainland, so as 
to connect them with the head of navigation 
on the Fraser. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—It does not 
become us, I think, to dictate in what way 
the work should be done, or to describe the 
details of the scheme to Canada. I feel 
confident that if this plan is really taken up 
it will be done much more quickly than if 
only $1,000,000 a year were spent. I think 
that several millions a year will be expended, 
and if so I have little doubt that the Railway 
from the Seaboard to the agricultural dis- 
tricts will be made in 5 years. 

Hon. Mr. DeECosmos—What is the Sea- 
board? Does it mean Barclay Sound? 

Hon. CuH1eF COMMISSIONER—That is what 
we have purposely left open. The line may 
come down the valley of the Fraser, as in 
my opinion will be best, or it may come 
through to Bute Inlet or Bentinck Arm. We 


have purposely generalized and left it for 
those who undertake the work to determine 
for themselves. It is not desirable for us 
to cramp this Resolution by defining the 
locality for the line or terminus. 


The Hon. Mr. RospsoN—Sir, I conceive 
that we have now come to the most vital 
part of the whole scheme. I quite concur 
in the opinion that no real union can take 
place without a Railway. Did I believe that 
the Overiand Railway would not be made, 
I should hesitate very much about Con- 
federation, because I should be apprehensive 
that the whole scheme would fall to pieces. 
I think that great haste must be used to 
build up an English speaking nation, along- 
side of an other existing English speaking 
country. To accomplish this end, I think 
that the Overland Railway is necessary, and 
must be pushed through to speedy comple- 
tion, to be an immediate success. In ten 
years time, without an Overland Railway, 
I do not believe that we should have any 
English Territory here at all. The great 
work must be undertaken with the assistance 
of both the Canadian and Imperial Govern- 
ments and pushed through to a speedy suc- 
cess. It is true that a sort of union might 
exist without a Railway, such as the union 
between British Columbia and Great Britain. 
But we propose to establish a union that 
will endure, and that will render an Over- 
land Railway just as necessary as the veins 
in the human body are necessary to circulate 
the blood and keep up life. I believe that 
$1,000,000 is a mere nominal sum, as ex- 
plained by the Hon. Chief Commissioner, 
a tangible security that the work will be 
completed. The expenditure of the first 
Million will be a guarantee that any Com- 
pany or Government undertaking it will 
carry it through. Every reflecting mind will 
see that if any Company spend $1,000,000 
a year, they must spend more, and that it 
will be their interest to push it through. To 
say that because we only name a sum of 
$1,000,000, that it will be a matter of 100 
years is absurd; my reply to this, I cannot 
call it an argument, is that capitalists could 
not be found in the world so silly as to 
spread the construction over one hundred, 
or fifty, or twenty, or even ten years. I 
cannot support the amendment of the Hon. 
Member for Victoria District, we must care- 
fully avoid committing ourselves to the route 
or terms of building. I think this may be 
safely left in the hands of the Dominion 
Government. It is useless to argue that it 
is of vital importance to them to have the 
best route. The Railway must pass through 
the Colony, and benefit the Colony, no mat- 
ter where the terminus, it must be in British 
Columbia, and consequently a benefit to 
the whole Colony. I cannot see that it 
would be better to begin in the middle. 
I look upon it as an absolute necessity that 
the Railway should commence at the sea- 
board; moving the material is the great ex- 
pense that has to be contended against, and 
the advantage of being able to land the 
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material and lay it down at once on the 
road, will be incalculable. If the Railway 
were to be constructed from a given point 
ten miles from the seaboard, it would prob- 
ably pay the contractors to build that piece 
of the line. Unless Hon. Members can show 
us that the material can be brought to the 
line by way of the Rocky Mountains, don’t 
let us stultify ourselves by asking them to 
begin in the middle. It is right that the 
work should be commenced simultaneously 
on the Atlantic and Pacific sides. I fancy 
that, as a matter of policy and economy, 
any company undertaking the work would 
so commence, without its being named in 
the terms, as it would undoubtedly be more 
economical to carry on the work by sea 
from the westward in British Columbia, 
and by land from the East. As for the 
amount named in the conditions, as I have 
said, I Jook upon it as a tangible assurance 
to the people that the thing will be done, 
rather than as the specific statement of a 
sum with the expenditure of which this 
Colony will be satisfied. I have some doubts 
about the clause requiring the Dominion 
Government to make a Coach Road. The 
age for Coach Roads has almost passed 
away. Such a road would not meet the 
requirements of the present day. I would 
prefer removing this condition, and require 
the work to be commenced within two years, 
or seek compensation in some other way as 
an equivalent for the supposed advantage 
of the road. The sooner we do our little 
part towards convincing the Dominion Goy- 
ernment that this is necessary, the better. 
Not only is the Railway a national necessity 
for the Dominion, but for every fractional 
part of British North America. 


The Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—I reiterate 
that Confederation means terms. What feel- 
ing now exists in favor of Confederation, 
has been brought about by the assertion 
that Canada will do certain things for the 
Colony, amongst others, that she will build 
a Railway. If the people are deceived in 
this matter; if Canada does not accede to 
this portion of the conditions, she need not 
ask the people of this Colony to be united. 
I would ask the people to band themselves 
together to demand that these terms shall 
be verified, and I hope they will take that 
stand. And I will ask that the promises 
made by the Dominion Government will be 
strictly performed. [‘Hear, hear,” from Mr. 
DeCosmos and Mr. Wood.] This Colony 
would be just as much isolated as ever after 
a paper union, without a Railway as one 
of the conditions. I acknowledge that we 
might have such a union as exists with 
England now, with a Railway. We are a 
Colony of England, and I don’t know that 
many people object to being a Colony of 
England; but I say that very many would 
object to becoming a Colony of Canada. 
As a Colony of England we have the right 
to legislate for ourselves, if we become a 
Colony of Canada, that power is taken 
away. [‘No, no,” from Mr. DeCosmas.] 


[Hon. Mr. Robson, it will give us more 
power.] I say that the power of regulating 
our own commerce is taken away, and the 
only power left to us is that of raising taxes 
for Municipal purposes. That is the dif- 
ference between being a Colony of Canada, 
and a Colony of England. The distance is 
so great between this Colony and Ottawa 
without any Railway and without any Tele- 
graphic communication, that laws might be 
passed there, which would ruin British Co- 
lumbia, without our having any notice of 
them. I do not consider that Canada expects 
or intends to attempt to make this Railway 
a paying institution of itself. There are a 
great many institutions in this Colony, which 
are not paying institutions. Canada takes 
the view that the Railway is necessary to 
complete the British line of communication 
between England and her Asiatic posses- 
sions, in order that the English people may 
share in the carrying trade to China and the 
East Indies, with our American neighbours. 
Canada expects to influence Great Britain 
to guarantee the loan for the formation of 
the Railway. Great Britain may guarantee 
the loan for the purpose of having a check 
on the American line of Railway, but she 
would never guarantee it for Canadian pur- 
poses only. The people of England woutd 
not tolerate it. JI consider this an essential 
condition. Without it Confederation must 
not take place. This is one of those things 
which will be a vast benefit to this Colony 
and to Canada, and therefore I regard it as 
a necessary condition. Why should this Col- 
ony join Canada except for the benefit of 
both? We should be better off without Can- 
ada if we have no Railway. I say that this 
Colony had better stand alone than risk 
everything, without a Railway. What benefit 
can Canada expect from Confederation with 
British Columbia without a Railway? Is she 
afraid of British Columbia being handed 
over to America? If Canada thinks she 
can hold British Columbia for her own 
purposes, and use it when she pleases, and 
take her own time to do what she likes with 
it, she is mistaken. The Railway has been 
made a lever for Confederation, by Canada. 
I ask that Canada be now made to promise 
faithfully that a Railway shall be made. 
With regard to the expenditure of $1,000,- 
000, there should be a forfeit of ten per 
cent, payable to this Colony, if it is not 
spent. JI am not so much afraid about the 
Canadian Government not carrying out the 
terms, as I am of our own people. I believe 
that there is more danger from our own 
people than from the Canadian Government. 
British Columbia may cheat herself, and it is 
our duty, man for man, to take care that 
we don’t cheat this Colony, that we don’t 
in fact cheat ourselves. I think that the 
Coach Road may be useful, it will take 
some time to build a Railroad, and it will 
be necessary to have communication. The 
road might be used for Immigration pur- 
poses, and for driving cattle, but will be of 
no use commercially; such an idea would 
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have suited people who lived some years 
ago. Speaking of Commerce in which the 
Dominion is to take part, I do not myself 
believe that the Asiatic traffic will come 
this way; but still we must not lose sight 
of the idea that it may eventually be partially 
diverted to this route. These Resolutions 
do not afford practically any immediate 
benefit. [“Hear, hear,” from Mr. DeCos- 
mos.] If the Colony was united to the 
Dominion to-morrow, there would be no 
immediate benefit to result even from the 
Railway. This is one of the points on which 
the people may be deceived, if they imagine 
that with Confederation will come immediate 
prosperity. I shall be glad if anyone will 
point out how it is to come. If it were 
made inland it might be more beneficial to 
agricultural interests in a short space of 
time, than if commenced on the sea coast. 
Public works in this Colony should help to 
develop the resources, and one thing should 
be made to work with another, so as to be 
mutually beneficial, each should be for the 
benefit of the whole, and the whole for the 
benefit of each. Suppose a Railway were 
commenced to-morrow at Fraser River. How 
much benefit would it be? It might be 
some, but if these public works were made 
subservient to the interests of setting up the 
Colony, they would be more likely to be 
beneficial. 


Hon. Mr. CarraLt—Sir, I have only a 
few words to say, and have no intention of 
detaining the House at this late hour, but 
I must be allowed to express the satisfaction 
which I feel in observing a change in the 
sentiments of the Hon. Member for Victoria 
City, (Mr. Helmcken) a change which does 
honour to his head and heart. He has begun 
to show some faith in the Canadian Govern- 
ment at last. He may be called the pattern 
of the distrustful party, and I augur favour- 
ably from his conversion. With regard to 
the local advantages of a Railway, I would 
point to the construction of the Inter-Colo- 
nial Railway. Property in Halifax has gone 
up 40 per cent since it was built. I fully 
admit the desirability and necessity of a 
Railway, but I cannot admit that Union can- 
not exist without it; look at the Union which 
existed for so many years between California 
and the Eastern States of America without 
a Railway. I believe that Canada, for Im- 
perial reasons, intends to undertake the 
construction of this Railway. As for the 
length of time allowed for the commence- 
ment, I think it could not be well less than 
three years. I believe with the Hon. Chief 
Commissioner, that the work will be under- 
taken by a private company, under guaran- 
tee, if so, it would be hampering the Gov- 
ernment of the Dominion to make them 
commence earlier. It might compel them 
to close with parties, not in all respects 
eligible. It would put them in a false posi- 
tion. If the Colony had charge of her own 
Crown lands, there should be a power given 
to Canada to promise Crown lands, in con- 
nection with the construction of the Railway. 


I regret that this has not been put in the 
Resolutions, but no doubt the omission can 
be remedied hereafter. 

On the motion of Hon. Mr. Drake, the 
Committee rose, reported the passing of 
clauses 5, 6, and 7, and obtained leave to 
sit again at one o’clock, the 17th, instant. 

Report adopted, and clauses 5, 6, and 7, 
passed. 





Thursday, 17th March, 1870 





Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—Mr. Chairman, 
Judging from the statements made by the 
Government, this Railway is not likely to 
be completed in so short a period as I had 
hoped. The indefinite nature of the clause 
is unsatisfactory. It contemplates nothing 
more than the expenditure of $1,000,000 
per annum, which would no doubt be a 
great boon, and would stimulate various 
branches of industry, but that is almost all 
that can be said of it. The way that it has 
been put to the Colony heretofore, was that 
the Canadian Government would construct 
the road. It now turns out from the state- 
ments of the Hon. Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, that in all probability the 
Canadian Government will get some private 
company to carry out the work; and he 
adds “that we may” get a guarantee with 
grants of land, in aid of the undertaking. 
Now, Sir, from the first I have always been 
careful not to bring forward the question 
of the Railway in connection with Confed- 
eration. The London Conference favoured 
it only when the financial position of the 
Dominion admitted it. It must be quite a 
long time before connection by rail with the 
Canadian Railway system can take place. 
I never believed the Canadian Government 
would contract a debt for this purpose at 
the present. They are already, in my opin- 
ion, too deeply in debt and are taxed too 
high to allow them to do so. According 
to my calculation, it will cost $150,000,000 
to complete the Railway from this Colony 
to Montreal. 

Hon. Mr. Ho_tprook—You mean to the 
head of the water communication of Lake 
Superior? 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmMos—No! that gets 
frozen up and cannot be utilised for several 
months in the year. It must go to Montreal, 
on the north side of Lakes Superior and 
Huron. It will cost $100,000,000 to con- 
struct it to Lake Superior from Victoria. 
Now a 4 per cent guarantee on $100,000,000 
will require Canada to impose additional 
taxation of $4,000,000 a year. Then you 
must remember that the wear and tear of 
the Railway would not be met by the returns. 
Besides that, there are the running expenses 
to be provided for. The United States trans- 
continental Railway only pays from the way 
stations in the populous districts through 
which it passes; we should have none, ex- 
cept a few people at the Red River and in 
British Columbia. A 4 per cent guarantee 
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would be adding one third to the annual 
taxation of the Dominion. Then for the 
portion of Railway they will have to make 
from the West end of Lake Superior to 
Montreal, there would be required $50,000 
more at four per cent. To meet these sums, 
therefore, there would have to be raised an 
annual sum of $6,000,000 by Canada, in 
other words they would have to add nearly 
fifty per cent. to the present taxation of 
Canada. Do you think, Sir, they will ever 
do this? or that any Finance Minister would 
dare attempt it in the present state of Ca- 
nadian finances. I call attention to this 
view of the subject in order to prevent false 
impressions getting abroad, and the creation 
of false hopes which only lead to disappoint- 
ment. With all due deference to his pro- 
fessional knowledge, I deny the correctness 
of the estimate of the Chief Commissioner 
that this Railway will cost only two-thirds 
of the United States Trans-continental line. 
This is a more difficult line in my opinion, 
not an easier one, than the line over the 
Sierra Nevada. Perhaps part of the year we 
might get communication, partly by steam- 
boat and partly by Railway, but for several 
months in the winter the water portion of 
the route would be closed up. In the temper 
of this House and the temper of the Govern- 
ment, I do not expect this Resolution of 
mine to go up to the Government. Now, I 
want to utilise our money, and to utilise our 
time. I estimate that a Railway from Fraser 
River to Kamloops would cost $50,000 a 
mile. According to the plan of the Chief 
Commissioner, with the expenditure of only 
$1,000,000 a year, at the end of five years, if 
we started at Burrard Inlet, we should get to 
Yale only, for which the water communica- 
tion at present existing would suffice, and 
consequently that time would be lost. Pos- 
sibly, it might be opened to the Rocky Moun- 
tains in ten years, if begun at New Westmin- 
ster as this scheme proposes. It is our duty 
to open up the interior country—Osoyoos, 
Okanagan, Kamloops, Similkameen, and 
other districts. Bring the interior into com- 
munication with the Seaboard, that would 
settle up the best portion of the interior, pro- 
vide an outlet for produce, and keep the 
money that is now sent abroad, within our 
own borders. The Government plan will 
injure, if not delay, the development of the 
country. I have no hope that my recommen- 
dation will pass, but still I shall have the 
satisfaction of feeling that I have done my 
duty. 

Hon. Mr. HoLsroox—Sir, I rise to sup- 
port the recommendation of the Hon. Mem- 
ber for Victoria District (Mr. DeCosmos). 
I quite agree with that Hon. gentleman that 
a Railway starting from the head of Steam- 
boat navigation, would be more useful than 
any other. If we have a Company spending 
$1,000,000 a year in building a Railway 
which will open up the farming districts, we 
shall be able to raise cereals and compete 
with our American neighbours, and by com- 
mencing at the head of navigation we shall 
reap the advantage in our lifetime. It will 


develop the Mainland. Agricultural land 
would be turned into profitable use, and the 
Mining section from Big Bend to Kootenay, 
which contains I believe, most valuable 
mines of gold and silver, will be opened up. 
If the recommendation of the Hon. Member 
is adopted, we shall find almost immediate 
benefit from the opening up of the Inland 
Trade. It will bring us population, and will 
build up this City and New Westminster, 
and other towns through the Colony. I do 
hope it will receive the support of the 
Executive Council. 


_Hon. Mr. Rinc—Sir, I thought we were 
discussing the necessity of a Railway, but 
I did not come prepared to discuss engi- 
neering questions as to route, it is wasting 
words to discuss the topography. That must 
be decided by competent surveyors. Our 
business, as it appears to me, is to insist upon 
having a through Railway. And it is highly 
desirable that the construction should be 
commenced simultaneously at both ends as 
well as the survey. I shall thoroughly and 
cordially support the Government upon this 
clause. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Sir, I thought 
that I had made the Government views on 
this clause sufficiently clear yesterday, in 
supporting the Hon. the Attorney General’s 
motion; if not, my words could not have 
thoroughly expressed my meaning. The Gov- 
ernment have not inserted the construction 
of a Railway into these resolutions on the 
principle of local advantages. The Hon. 
Member for Victoria District (Mr. DeCos- 
mos,) seems to argue that we inserted it in 
order to secure the advantages which would 
accrue to special localities from way traffic. 
But I can assure the House that the Execu- 
tive Council entertained no such idea in 
adjusting the details of this great scheme; 
they have endeavoured to secure the utmost 
advantages to the whole Colony. You will 
observe, Sir, that the clause is most general 
in its terms, and it was purposely made so. 
It does not attempt to define the line the road 
should take; it may have a terminus, as I 
distinctly stated before, at any place on the 
coast most convenient—at Bentinck Arm, 
Bute Inlet, or Burrard Inlet, or even by 
crossing the Fiords between Vancouver 
Island and the Mainland, it may come to 
Victoria or Esquimalt. These details must 
be left to the parties constructing the line. 
The Executive Council have avoided all 
through all sectional and local considerations. 
I stated yesterday, and I repeat it again, that 
I hoped the Railway would follow down the 
valley of the Fraser River to the seaboard; 
but the Government have purposely avoided 
any definition of any particular line, and 
have made it as general as possible. I also 
said that I did not think that the Dominion 
Government would make the line; and I 
said so because I am well aware that this is 
not the way in which great works of this 
character are generally undertaken in these 
times. I believe that a private company 
with the assistance of the Dominion Gov- 
ernment, and I hope the Imperial Govern- 
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ment also, will construct the line. But this 
is merely surmise. I know no more of my 
own actual knowledge than other Members 
round this board. But I come to this 
conclusion because I know that it is not 
considered feasible for Governments to 
undertake such works. It has been found 
to be a great mistake. Then why discuss the 
suggestions of the Hon. Member for con- 
structing a Railway from Yale to Kamloops, 
or try to fix details which the spirit of the 
whole resolution avoids, when we don’t even 
say the line shall pass Yale or Kamloops at 
all? It is a vast undertaking, and if under- 
taken at all, it will not be with a view to 
profit, but with a view to the future, and as 
part of the great responsibility of the Cana- 
dian Government in contracting alliance with 
this Country. The strenuous desire of the 
Canadian Government is to make such a line. 
I think they are able to do it, and we know 
for certain that they will do it if they can. 
I do not agree with the Hon. Member for 
Victoria City (Dr. Helmcken,) that Con- 
federation means a Railway; the Government 
do not say that there shall be no Confedera- 
tion without a Railway. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—No that is my 
opinion, and I do not put it forward as the 
opinion of the Government. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I am glad to 
have that set right. The Government believe 
that the Railway will be made, but they do 
not make it a sine qua non, but if on a calm 
view of the whole subject in negotiating with 
Canada, it is found impracticable for Canada 
to commence to make the Railway at once, 
then I see alternative terms, which will not 
only suit Canada but the people of this 
Colony, who you must remember will have 
to pass upon them when they come back 
from Canada. It has been stated the public 
mind is impressed with the idea that the 
insertion of so paltry a sum as $1,000,000, 
will lead to the postponement of the com- 
pletion of the Railway for fifty years. I can 
assure them it is a fallacy. Why, Sir, as well 
put by the Hon. Member for New West- 
minster yesterday, common sense shows that 
it would be against the interest of the parties 
making the line to prolong the work over a 
number of years. It can only be carried on 
quickly to secure any real profit. I again 
repeat what the Government Members stated 
yesterday, so distinctly, that the One Million 
a year is not nearly the sum which will have 
to be spent; the amount stated is only in- 
tended to serve as a guarantee or an earnest 
that the work will be done. If we had said 
make it in so many years time, they could 
not have acceded to it. Certainly in three 
years time the Dominion Government will 
be in a position to determine the line. The 
suggestion of the Hon. Member is, in my 
opinion, wholly inapplicable to this scheme. 
If admitted it would entirely remodel the 
Government clause, which is general. The 
suggestion is, that the first section should be 
made at some place on Fraser River. As I 
said before, we cannot tell whether the 
Railway will come down the valley of the 








Fraser River at all. Those who spend the 
money have a right to choose their line. As 
far as my own opinion goes, I should say 
that the Canadian Government will deter- 
mine the basis of the scheme on engineering 
considerations of the port best suited for 
pouring in supplies, and for the cheapest 
construction of the road. Do not let us 
hamper so great a scheme by such minute 
details; let us leave it for those who have to 
construct the line to select their own route. 


Hon. Mr. RopsoN—The Hon. the Chief 
Commissioner has left very little for me to 
say upon this clause, but there is one point 
to which I would direct attention. The Hon. 
Member for Victoria District has not suffi- 
ciently considered, it seems to me, how the 
material for the construction of the Railway 
would be most easily moved to the line from 
the sea coast. If the road is to be com- 
menced at Yale, all the vast material and 
rolling stock would have to be shipped from 
the port in small steamers up the Fraser 
River, to a point at which the line, according 
to the Hon. Member’s scheme, would start. 
The extra expense would be ruinous, and 
besides it must be remembered that during 
a considerable portion of the year the navi- 
gation of the river is closed to steamers, and 
not only is this the case, but these boats 
cannot take up the engines and cars, but 
can only carry on the ordinary traffic when 
the population increases. No, the real, the 
only proper course will be to commence to 
lay the track from the ships to where the 
material will have to be laid. That alone 
puts out of the question the commencement 
of any initial section at Yale, or anywhere 
else than on the seaboard. 

Hon. Mr. DrakE—Mr. Chairman, I am 
glad to hear from Hon. Members that this 
clause is the pivot of the whole scheme. I 
hope it will now be well understood that the 
Railway is the condition in Hon. Members’ 
minds upon which Confederation or no 
Confederation hangs. I hope that this will 
be remembered hereafter. This Railway is 
a gigantic undertaking. I look upon it as 
nearly impracticable. I believe this Railway 
will cost more than the whole debt of 
Canada. [“Hear, hear,” from Hons. DeCos- 
mos and Robson.] The Government tells us 
that this Railway is to be a sine qua non. 
[“No,” Dr. Helmcken.] Why my colleague, 
the Hon. Member for Victoria, who is a 
Privy Councillor, says no. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—The Government 
does not say so. I say so. 

Hon. Mr. DrakeE—Well certain Hon. 
Members say so. Now this is what will 
happen: Canada will agree to a Railway to 
get Confederation, and Confederation takes 
place, Canadian officials rule here and Cana- 
dian laws prevail. Three years elapse and 
Canada may find it inconvenient or impos- 
sible to carry out the Railway. I say that 
we require a guarantee for the making of the 
Railway. On Confederation how can we 
inforce this condition. This difficulty under- 
lies the whole scheme. I ask how we are to 
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get out of it, guard against it, or surmount 
it? Leave the Confederation? That means 
rebellion, which is not to be thought of by 
any law-loving persons. We can’t float our- 
selves out when once in, then we are bound 
hand and foot from now to eternity. There 
should be a penalty of $50,000 for every 
year in which Canada fails to expend the 
One Million. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—How do you 
propose to secure the $50,000? 


Hon. Mr. DrakE—By Imperial guarantee. 


An Hon. Member—How would the guar- 
antee of the President of the United States 
do? [Laughter.] 

Hon. Mr. DraKE—I shall be quite satisfied 
if the President of the United States indorses 
the Bill [laughter.] I consider the Railway 
the primary and essential condition of Con- 
federation and I think that Canada is too 
poor to guarantee such a work as this. She 
had to go to the Imperial Government to 
guarantee the payment of the £300,000 to 
buy out Canadian interests in the Red River 
Settlements, and I maintain that we are on 
the right course to ask for an Imperial guar- 
antee now. When we get into Confederation 
we cannot help ourselves. If Canada is un- 
able or unwilling to pay the $1,000,000 a 
year, aS soon as it appears necessary to her 
to throw over the conditions, over they will 
be thrown. One Hon. Member tells us that 
Canadian statesmen are “men of unbounded 
ambition.” Now men of unbounded ambi- 
tion will not scruple at anything to gain their 
ends; that is all they look to. Until a guar- 
antee is obtained I shall oppose this Resolu- 
tion. I don’t care whether it is the guarantee 
of the President of the United States or any 
other that will do. 


Hon. Mr. RospsoN—lI have listened with 
profound astonishment to the remarks of the 
Hon. Member who has just sat down, upon 
Canada and Canadian statesmen. I shall 
not condescend to reply to the aspersions. 
Canada can support herself against all this 
kind of thing. She is great enough to do so. 
Such attacks can only come from those who 
know nothing about those whom they ma- 
lign. I am a Canadian, and am proud of 
being one, but in this matter of making terms 
of union, I shall be as exacting as any rea- 
sonable Member of this Council can be. I 
would have all the conditions well under- 
stood, and would have them put in black and 
white, but I would ask no endorsement from 
any other source. When this agreement is 
completed between British Columbia and 
Canada we shall have the best possible of 
guarantees. We shall have the guarantee of 
the Imperial Government, and of Her 
Majesty the Queen, from first to last. We 
shall have the endorsement of the Queen’s 
Proclamation, which lies at the root of these 
conditions. Can we have or desire better 
security? [Hear, hear, from Mr. Trutch.] 
Hon. Members say we cannot get out, and 
that Canada may repudiate. I say nothing 
of the kind. Canada would never be allowed 
by the Imperial Government to coerce this 


Colony to remain in Confederation for the 
fulfilment of one side of a contract of part- 
nership, the terms of which Canada herself 
has trodden underfoot. To entertain such 
a supposition is, if I may be allowed the 
expression, an outrage on common sense too 
absurd to be for a moment seriously enter- 
tained. Would the Imperial Government 
stand by and let Canada send a force of 
soldiers to compel British Columbia to re- 
main in Confederation under such circum- 
stances. The Canadian Government never 
broke faith yet, and the Imperial Govern- 
ment never broke faith yet, and both are 
pledged to the fulfilment of this condition. 
Canada has hitherto gone in advance of her 
word. The distrustful views of the Hon. 
junior Member for Victoria (Mr. Drake) 
are so manifestly unjust that, as it is impos- 
sible that they can arise from ignorance, I 
may be pardoned for attributing them to 
wilfulness, to the rabid sense of opposition, 
and a chronic feeling of distrust. To ask the 
President of the United States to endorse a 
scheme which emanates from the Imperial 
Government I look upon as a monstrous 
ill-timed joke, against which reason and 
argument are powerless. I cannot—we can- 
not—discuss it. Now, to go to the ways and 
means. Why, Sir, it is well known that 
Canada is rich. Does the Hon. Member 
know that Ontario and Quebec have 
$4,000,000 lying idle at this moment, carry- 
ing low interest. There is plenty of capital 
in Canada at this moment to build the Pacific 
Railway. The reason why Canada uses the 
Imperial guarantee for the £300,000 is this. 
She can borrow cheaper through the Imperial 
Government with their guarantee, than with- 
out it. Canada frequently borrows money 
for public works. It pays her to do so. It 
is simply a beneficial financial operation. 

Hon. Mr. DrakE—I rise for the purpose 
of explaining that I make no reflections upon 
Canadian statesmen, but I treat this solely 
as a matter of business, and as in other ordi- 
nary business I prefer having an endorsed 
note to a simple obligation. In the 145th 
section of the “British North America Act,” 
an Imperial guarantee for a loan of three 
millions stirling for a Railway is specified. 
I think we are justified in making a similar 
request. Mine is a business condition. I am 
willing to trust Canada, but I say we are 
entitled to ask for an endorser. The Hon. 
Member’s remarks have not disturbed my 
position. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—I am obliged, Sir, in the 
few remarks that I intend to offer to treat of 
all the amendments and suggestions together. 
To my mind this condition which requires 
the construction of the Overland Railway is 
one of the most important of all the terms. 
A great deal has been said about the incor- 
ruptibility of Canadian statesmen. No doubt 
Canadian statesmen are very like all others. 
Canada acts through her ministers. Those 
now in power are, so far as we know, favour- 
able to this scheme. But, without imputing 
motives, it must be admitted that it is very 
possible that a Canadian Ministry some three 
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or four years hence, possibly of the anti- 
Confederate party, or cold upon the subject 
of Confederation, when pressed by circum- 
stances, may be disinclined to carry out the 
terms, and with perfect consistency of poli- 
tical conduct, desire to obtain relief from 
carrying them out, and their first effort 
would be to get a vote of the Provincial 
Legislature to relieve them from the burthen. 
In the event of Confederation, I should con- 
sider this country a Colony of Canada. 
[Hon. Mr. DeCosmos—“No, an integral part 
of it.”] I say a Canadian Colony, because, 
as I believe, neither Responsible Government 
nor full Representative Institutions are to be 
granted under Confederation; at all events 
they are not included in these terms. And 
under such a constitution as we have now, 
the Canadian Government could easily get a 
vote of this Legislature to cancel the terms. 
I repudiate chronic opposition, but I con- 
sider it to be my duty to oppose the course 
that is being taken by some Hon. Members 
here. I believe there are some Hon. Mem- 
bers of this House who desire Confederation 
on any or without any terms. [‘‘Name, 
name,” from Hons. Carrall and Robson; 
“No, no,” from Mr. DeCosmos.] The very 
gentlemen who speak, if I may judge from 
their votes. [No, no.] If I was in favour of 
Confederation at all, if I did not think that 
reaction would follow, if I thought that Lord 
Granville’s argument was sound, I should 
say “Let us be confederated at once.” This 
brings me to a difference of opinion that 
exists. Some of us consider the Railway a 
necessary point in the terms. Many of us, 
including Lord Granville, consider it essen- 
tial. The Hon. Chief Commissioner says it 
is not essential. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I never said 
the Railway was not essential. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—I understood the Hon. 
Member to say that Government did not 
consider it essential. I fear that it is delusive 
to hope that the Imperial Government would 
give a guarantee for this Railway. They 
could only do so on Military grounds; but 
I am convinced they would never guarantee 
three thousand miles of an exposed line of 
Railway within a few miles of the territorial 
boundary, a thing which courts assault and 
would be so perilous to maintain. Seeing 
that it could be cut in two in a hundred 
places by hostile forces from the United 
States, it requires little reflection to see that 
Colonial undertakings are seldom guaran- 
teed now. Canada’s interest in the Railway, 
on the other hand, is purely commercial. 
For such a Railway to pay, it must pass 
through populous districts — places like 
Omaha and the United States’ towns. It is 
monstrous to suppose that England would 
supply the capital for such a scheme. No 
capitalists in the world would advance their 
money for such an undertaking. The matter 
has been talked threadbare in the public 
prints. It is out of the question to suppose 
that there would be any material trade in 
bulky goods in this way. [Hear, hear, hear, 
hear.] Canada, finding the thing difficult, 
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will refuse the terms. [“No, no,” from Dr. 
Carrall.] I say the money will not be spent. 
I back my knowledge of the world and 
experience of men and things against the 
“No, no” of the Hon. Member, and I believe 
the result will be that the Canadian Govern- 
ment will refuse this item, and in refusing 
will say “We do the best we can; it is our 
interest to do the thing, but it is impossible 
to get the guarantee through Parliament.” 
I believe the Canadian statesmen who have 
the conduct of this matter will say to our 
Delegates, or to His Excellency “Don’t you 
think you can do without this Railway; you 
must take our desire to do it for the deed 
itself. Bye and bye, perhaps, it can be ac- 
complished, and by no means so effectually 
as by becoming a part of our Dominion.” 
And so a quiet go by will be given to the 
Railway, and the terms will come back again 
shorn of this item. If, as the Hon. Chief 
Commissioner says, these terms are to come 
before the people—mind I say the people 
alone,—I believe there is a feeling that Con- 
federation is a movement which promises 
something, and this feeling will lead to these 
terms being passed. So weak are commer- 
cial and agricultural interests in this Colony 
at the present time, so small is the popula- 
tion, and the mass of the people are doing so 
badly, and are so dissatisfied that, in my 
opinion, they will vote for anything that will 
give change and a chance of bettering them- 
selves. I intend, Sir, to move an amend- 
ment, with the view of making this Railway 
a test question: —“That without a substantial 
guarantee for an Overland Railway, Confed- 
eration should be rejected by the Delegates 
from this Colony.” It is obvious that this 
motion will be defeated, but I am desirous 
to test the opinions of the representative 
members of this Council on so material a 
point as this. The Hon. Chief Commissioner 
says: that these terms are to be decided, 
eventually, by the representative members 
alone, of course without the official vote. 
And where I may ask, are the official mem- 
bers, in the event of its ultimate discussion, 
to retire from the Council, and leave the 
question to the Representative members 
alone? If we are fit for Representative 
Institutions, why not give them to us now? 
Having promised the Colony terms, I think 
the Executive are bound to present terms 
which are good, in the sense of being pro- 
ductive of permanent good and quiet enjoy- 
ment. I cannot forbear to say that in place of 
terms simply providing for pecuniary benefit, 
I should have preferred to have seen inserted 
Constitutional powers, and power of self- 
government. [‘“Hear, hear,” from Hons. 
DeCosmos, Robson, and Humphreys.] I 
should have desired to embody these in the 
conditions; and, in particular, I should have 
desired to retain full power over the Tariff. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—The Tariff is left 
an open question. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—Give us reasonable 
powers of self-government, and I will accept 
Confederation to-morrow. If we cannot 
settle our local matters, there will be trouble. 
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If the Tariff is left an open question, it is at 
least one step in the right direction. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—It is an open ques- 
tion on agricultural matters. 

Hon. Mr. CarraLL—TI shall not attempt 
to answer the discursive remarks of the Hon. 
Mr. Wood, it would require an ignis fatuus 
to do so, for he is here, there, and every- 
where in no time, but I cannot suffer some 
of his remarks to pass unnoticed. I have 
sat in this Council for two Sessions, and have 
endeavoured to conduct myself with pro- 
priety, but I find certain Hon. gentlemen in 
this Council who, by innuendo and implica- 
tion, directly and indirectly, have endea- 
voured to cast slurs upon Canada, and to 
slander and belittle the Statesmen of that 
country, which I am proud to call my own. 
I have, hitherto, refrained from answering, 
because I thought my country occupied too 
high a place in the roll of England’s Colonies 
to be affected by such conduct. The position 
of Canada is so great, beyond cavil and 
dispute, as not to require any defender in 
this Council. Such remarks only recoil upon 
those who make them; the versatility of 
spleen displayed by the Hon. gentleman who 
has just sat down, only shows the bitterness 
of the mind that conceived the remarks. 
The question now before us is as to Clause 
8, and upon the discussion of this clause 
another question has arisen, or rather has 
been dragged in, namely, that of the ability 
of Canada to fulfil the conditions of this 
particular clause, and it is said that this is 
to be made a test question. With regard to 
the idea of any future Canadian Ministry 
repudiating this condition, I wish, Mr. Chair- 
man, to refer you to English history, and to 
ask whether you have ever known an in- 
stance of an incoming Ministry, whether 
Whig, Radical, or Tory, repudiating the 
plighted troth of their predecessors in office. 
Such a thing is never done to my knowledge, 
and so far as my experience of history goes, 
never has been done. [“Hear, hear, from 
Hon. Attorney General.] I have yet to learn 
an instance where a loan guaranteed, or 
anything else undertaken by any Govern- 
ment, has been repudiated by an incoming 
Ministry. We might just as well suppose that 
the guarantee for the loan for the Inter- 
colonial Railway might be withdrawn by 
Gladstone, because it was given by the late 
Ministry, as that any future party in Canada 
might entertain the idea of going back from 
the promises of the present Government. 
History forbids such an idea. The Hon. and 
learned Member for Victoria (Mr. Drake) 
says he wants a guarantee. Well let him 
want it. I am perfectly willing that he should 
want it. For my part, I look upon the 
Queen’s proclamation as the guarantee which 
will make the whole thing inviolable. I 
point to the fact, that every compact entered 
into with the Maritime Provinces is being 
fulfilled. Can anyone point to any act of 
repudiation? No, Sir, Canada has gone 
beyond her promises. I repudiate, on behalf 
of myself and others, the assertion that any 
member of the confederate party has stated 


that he would accept Confederation without 
conditions. I never heard the Hon. Member 
for Victoria District, or the Hon. Member 
for New Westminster, who have taken a 
prominent part in this great question, make 
any such statement. I have the honour of 
being one of the Executive Council who 
framed these Resolutions, and I believe the 
terms will be acceptable to a large majority 
of the people. Those who say that there 
can be no Union without a Railway, speak a 
fallacy. Railways follow. Look at San 
Francisco and the Eastern States of America. 
Look at Scotland and England. I am well 
aware that British Columbia wants a Rail- 
way, and I know that Canada wants it. I 
am sanguine enough to believe that it will 
be made. I am assured that the money is 
ready, if the desired guarantees can be 
obtained. The Hon. Mr. Wood, in his discur- 
sive remarks, flew around like a humming 
bird buzzing round a rose, and amongst 
other things touched on the assailability of 
the Railroad. I say that the American 
people have Railways of their own, and we 
do not intend to have from henceforth daily 
warfare. With regard to the course of the 
Railway, the Hon. Chief Commissioner has 
told you that the advantages of the line are 
greater than those of the existing Pacific line. 
It is well known that the American Pacific 
Railway, after passing Omaha, passes through 
a wild and most difficult country, through 
miles of wilds and sage brush. [‘“No, no,” 
from Mr. DeCosmos.] The North-West 
Territory is more fertile than any portion of 
the route of the American Pacific Railway. 
The Hon. Mr. Wood says he will make this 
a test question. I say the whole terms are a 
test question, and no one part of them more 
than another. The Canadian Government 
are to be asked what they will do, and the 
final test will be for the decision of British 
subjects of this Colony. No one thing is a 
test more than another. The people have the 
sole right to say whether they are willing to 
take the terms as finally offered, or not. I 
have already spoken twice with regard to 
Representative Institutions, which the Hon. 
Mr. Wood regrets are not made a condition. 
Either I must fail to put my ideas clearly, or 
Hon. Members misunderstand me. I have 
said over and over again, that the people 
must decide this question. His Excellency 
says that if the newly constituted Council 
asks for Responsible Government, under the 
Organic Act, they will get it. What need is 
there to drag in the question into these Reso- 
lutions? The Hon. Mr. Wood cannot, dare 
not, say that the majority of the British sub- 
jects in British Columbia are in favour of 
Responsible Government. I may be found 
in the minority upon this question when it 
comes before the people, but I speak from 
conviction; and, moreover, I say that when 
once we are in the Dominion, if the people 
desire Responsible Government, no power 
on earth can prevent them from having it. 


Hon. Mr. Rosson—I heartily concur 
with the Hon. Mr. Wood, in his views of 
Responsible Government. 
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Hon. Mr. Woop—lI never said I was in 
favour of Responsible Government. I say 
that the Governor asks for the ratification 
of the people, and at the same time denies 
that we are fit for self-government. I have 
never pledged myself to Responsible Gov- 
ernment. [Oh! oh! oh!] 


Hon. Mr. RospsoNn—I must oppose the 
amendment of the Hon. and learned mem- 
ber; first, because it raises invidious distinc- 
tions, and might lead to the inference that 
we were indifferent to the other portion of 
the terms; secondly, because it asks this 
House to do what it cannot, and even if it 
had the power, ought not to do. This Coun- 
cil is not the proper body to dictate final 
terms. This Council is only a quasi represen- 
tative body, and does not fairly represent the 
people. With a House, constituted as this is, 
containing some Members who professedly 
only represent their own individual opinions, 
it would, in my opinion, be an insult to the 
people to make any condition a test of 
union, in the sense proposed. Suppose Can- 
ada sends back the terms without the Rail- 
way, it is for the people to accept or reject 
them; that is a right belonging to the people 
who have not yet been consulted. The Hon. 
Mr. Wood has said that there are Hon. 
Members in this House who would go in for 
Confederation on any terms. I, for one, 
have never done so; nothing is more foreign 
to my desires. [Hear, hear, from the Attor- 
ney General.] Though I am a Canadian, and 
am proud of my country, I am also a British 
Columbian, and upon this question, my first 
and last thought has been, is, and will be for 
British Columbia. [‘Hear, hear,” from the 
Attorney General.] 


Hon. Mr. AtstoN—As a test question, 
I must say I cannot vote for this amendment. 
If I am in this Council when the final votes 
upon Confederation are to be taken, I shall 
be prepared to vote against Confederation, 
unless a Railway is included in the terms, 
unless, that is to say, my sentiments undergo 
some change which I do not foresee. I do 
not see how, if this were made a test ques- 
tion, the Government could carry out their 
instructions, first to submit the resolutions to 
Canada, and then to submit the Canadian 
terms to the people. This is not the time to 
submit a test question, neither can we arro- 
gate to ourselves the power to do so, it must 
be left to the popular vote; therefore, 
although I fully concur in the sentiment that 
we must have a Railway some time or other, 
I must vote against this amendment. 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—Mr. Chairman, the 
sooner we get back to business the better. 
The discussion has become too wide. Some 
Hon. Members seem to think that Canada 
can’t do it, that too much money is required. 
What is the fact? We merely ask the Cana- 
dian Government to spend one Million a 
year. What is the interest on that sum, at 
4 per cent? $40,000, and the next year 
$80,000. I don’t know how long it will take 
to get to the Rocky Mountains. We want 
the Railway for our own purposes. [“Hear, 
hear, hear,’ from Hons. DeCosmos, Hol- 


brook, and others.] We shall derive benefit 
from the expenditure of a million dollars a 
year in the Colony, and be getting a Railway 
at the same time. Every one seems to think 
that the Railway will unite the country, so it 
will; but it is not simply a Railway or a 
Telegraph that will unite Canada and British 
Columbia. The only true basis of Union, is 
that people should have the same interests, 
the same feelings, and the same desire to 
make this a prosperous country. If Canada 
gives us terms sufficiently good to show 
that it is her intention to do all she can to 
develop our resources and advance our inter- 
ests, then she will gain the affections of the 
people of this Colony, and then there will 
be an Union, which no Railway can give, 
a material Union which nothing can dis- 
turb, and we shall find hereafter that King- 
doms and Nations will spring out of this 
Union. We are told by the Hon. Mr. Wood, 
that the Officials must vote for these terms, 
as they have been settled by the Governor. 
This is not so, for before any terms can be 
concluded, some one must go to Canada 
from here, or come from Canada to this 
place, to arrange conditions. I believe in 
what His Excellency has said. I place more 
reliance on him than on any one else. I 
believe he will act fairly and justly in this 
matter, nor do I think there is so much to 
fear from Canada as there is from the danger 
of the people of this Colony cheating them- 
selves; you can make the people believe 
anything. I do not agree that the country 
is in such a depressed condition; I know that 
Victoria, the chief city, is in rather a 
depressed condition, and perhaps New West- 
minster, also, but outside it is otherwise. 


Hon Mr. Woop—lIs the gold mining inter- 
est prosperous? 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—The Hon. Mem- 
ber asks if the gold mining interest is 
prosperous. I say that this Colony has no 
business to depend upon its gold mining 
interests. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—What else has she got? 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—She has agricul- 
tural interests, coal, lumber, and fisheries. 
What do you send away half a Million of 
dollars for each year? We want a more 
industrious population, a productive popula- 
tion. But to return to the Railway, the 
sooner we get through this Railway the 
better, it opens up so many avenues for 
discussion. I think it is the most essential 
part of this document. It is essential to 
Canada; through it she hopes to make a 
country of this Colony, and it is essential 
to us, as bringing us prosperity. I believe 
the Canadian Government will make the 
Railway in the interior. We are told that 
they have Four Millions lying idle; they 
cannot have a better investment for it than 
to build a Railroad from Fraser River to 
Kamloops. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I remark, Mr. 
Chairman, that there is a considerable con- 
trast between the views of two Hon. Mem- 
bers of the Executive Council. I mean the 
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Hon. Chief Commissioner (Mr. Trutch,) 
and the Hon. Member for Victoria City (Dr. 
Helmcken.) The former says that it is not 
proposed to construct a Railway with refer- 
ence to local interests. He says to advocate 
our own local interests is simply inapposite. 
I think differently. I think that we should 
deal with it locally as well as nationally. I 
presume it is put in the terms because it is 
expected that it will benefit the Colony. We 
don’t care so much for its benefiting the 
people of Montreal as for benefiting our- 
selves; we look at it from a British Colum- 
bian point of view. I say with the Hon. 
Member for Victoria City (Dr. Helmcken,) 
that we should deal with it with reference to 
British Columbian interests. After the discus- 
sion of yesterday, I confess my surprise. I 
thought from the tenor of the Resolutions 
that the Canadian Government would con- 
struct the line. Now, we are informed by the 
Hon. Chief Commissioner that it will be 
undertaken by a private company. Then, he 
says if we cannot get a Railway we must have 
an equivalent. If this clause is not a fixed 
principle in the terms, then I ask what do 
the Government propose as an equivalent? 
With regard to Railway communication 
through British Columbia, we ought, in my 
opinion, to connect Kamloops and the adja- 
cent country with the Seaboard. That is 
commencing at navigable water on Fraser 
River and ending at Savona’s Ferry, Kam- 
loops Lake. This line, at the utmost, is only 
150 miles long. The expense of its construc- 
tion, at $50,000 per mile, would be $7,500,- 
000. We might safely approach the Canadian 
Government upon this, irrespective of the 
terms of union, but under the constitutional 
provision authorizing the Dominion Govern- 
ment to construct public works of this 
character. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I say again 
that the scheme of this Railway, on which 
this clause is based, hangs on the construc- 
tion of the line from the Seaboard. I never 
said, and never intended to say, that we had 
no right to take into consideration whether 
or not local interests would be benefited. I 
say that I would not dare to stand up here 
and advocate a special link of a special line. 
I should think if I did so that I was doing 
what the Canadian Government could not 
listen to. But in a great scheme which con- 
templates a line of Railway from the Sea- 
board of British Columbia to Canada, I 
consider that the Dominion Government 
may take a broad view and strain a point to 
get it. This clause has been drawn without 
pretending to define the route. I did not say 
that it was proposed that the line should be 
built by a private company. I said that it 
suggested itself to my mind that the line 
would be built by a private company, not 
that it was so proposed. I do not disregard 
local interests. I look upon this Railway as 
a necessity of the position—a means to the 
end. I do not advocate it on its merits as to 
local interests, but as a grand scheme of 
Transcontinental Railway. Why, Sir, some 
say that the terminus should be brought to 


Esquimalt or Nanaimo. A Railway is wanted 
in the interests of the Confederacy, but the 
locality has been generalized as much as 
possible by the Government. This brings 
me to another point: though I look upon the 
Railway as a necessity of the position, in 
view of the approach of Confederation, I 
would not pledge myself to bind the Do- 
minion Government to the special terms of 
this clause. I think is possible that terms 
may be suggested, instead of this condition, 
which may be found to be acceptable to the 
people of this Colony, to whom, as you 
know, His Excellency says the matter must 
be referred. I do not look upon the Railway 
as unessential. I say it is essential, for 
without unity of interests Confederation 
cannot endure. If I did not think that under 
Confederation we should be governed satis- 
factorily and to our advantage, I would 
oppose Confederation, and I would advise 
its abandonment. I do not say, and I am 
not going to bind myself, that unless that 
clause is granted by Canada, I shall not vote 
for Confederation, although I think it essen- 
tial to the position. 


Hon. Mr. WALKEM—Mr. Chairman, hav- 
ing been unfortunately absent during the 
early part of this debate, I have not been 
able, hitherto, to take part in it. I adopt 
the principle laid down by the Hon. Chief 
Commissioner with regard to this clause, but 
I think the clause is not general enough. It 
is true, that it is sufficiently general as to a 
part, but not as to the whole. Enough has 
been said about the spending of $1,000,000, 
to show what it means. I would leave out 
the one million. It would be enough, in my 
opinion, to say that it shall be constructed 
within a reasonable time. This would mean 
not an indefinite, but a reasonable time; it 
would be so interpreted by the Law Courts. 
I would leave out the definition of time, and 
I would leave out the one million. I think 
it will do us injury with Canadian Statesmen; 
they will say that this is the measure of our 
desire to be confederated. There is another 
point to which I would call attention. The 
language of the clause does not, in my 
opinion, imply that one million must neces- 
sarily be expended within the Colony. I 
conclude, after hearing the explanations of 
Hon. Members, that it is intended that the 
one million shall be spent here, but in my 
opinion it might, under these words, be 
expended on any part of the line. I thought 
that was the intention; it was so thought in 
San Francisco. There were newspaper arti- 
cles upon it, and the idea of a million a year 
being spent upon the Railway for a hundred 
years was laughed at on all sides. I would 
suggest an alteration in the words. I am 
ready to leave the construction of the English 
to any Schoolmaster. I say that they do not 
mean “in the Colony.” With regard to the 
remarks of the Hon. Member for Victoria 
District, I would remark that this is not 
really a final contract; and I agree with the 
Hon. Chief Commissioner that the clause 
ought to be general. The Canadian states- 
men, with whom we are about to deal, are 
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not mere tyros; and I say that the mention 
of this one million leaves it open to Canada 
to keep the time open. If they expend that 
sum upon any portion of the line, they will 
be able to prolong any building of the road 
as long as they please. And, although it may 
be said that Canada will take care of us, I 
say we ought to take care of ourselves. Let 
us get as good terms as possible, not trusting 
to the Canadians, but looking after our own 
interests. We should, in my opinion, abstain 
from all mention of one million dollars, or 
any other sum, otherwise the Canadian 
Government may say that on payment or 
expenditure of that sum they will have com- 
pleted their bargain. 


Hon ATTORNEY GENERAL—I rise, Sir, to 
defend my English. This clause was settled 
after much consideration, in the first place 
emanating from the Hon. Chief Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Works. I conceive that 
the words “and that a sum of not less than 
$1,000,000 shall be expended in every year, 
from and after three years from the date of 
Union, in actually constructing the initial 
sections of such Railway from the Seaboard 
of British Columbia, to connect with the 
Railway system of Canada” fully convey the 
meaning that it was intended they should. 
The language means that the expenditure 
should be within this Colony, and it can 
mean nothing else. The Schoolmaster cannot 
have been where the Hon. Member has just 
visited, or he would not have so misconstrued 
this clause. I may confirm what the Hon. 
Chief Commissioner says, that if in com- 
munication with the Canadian Government 
it is found that they will not consent to the 
Railway, it is thought that we may obtain 
some equivalent. I must vote against the 
amendment of the Hon. Member for Vic- 
toria District (Mr. DeCosmos) as it proposes 
to enter into details affecting particular local- 
ities. I regret that the Hon. Member, who 
usually takes such large and extended views, 
should in this instance have taken so small 
and sectional a view of so large a scheme. 
The whole country will be just as much 
benefited by the Railway as any one part 
of it. The Hon. and learned Member for 
Victoria City proposes a guarantee and a 
penalty, but he has not shown how we could 
enforce the penalty if we cannot compel the 
fulfilment of the terms. I think that the self- 
interests of Canada will be so identified with 
those of British Columbia that we shall 
require no further guarantee. If more is 
required, as the Hon. Member for New 
Westminster says, we have the assurance 
of the Imperial Government—the Queen’s 
proclamation. I cannot say that I think that 
the Canadian interests are purely commer- 
cial. I have lived in Canada for several 
years, and while there did not regret to see 
the country divided against itself. Now, 
there is a national feeling growing up in 
that promising young country; her inhabi- 
tants are becoming more British in their 
feeling. I believe that Canada will, as she 
has heretofore done, carry out the terms that 
she makes in honour and good faith. It will 


be to her interest to do so; it will be to her 
interest to satisfy the interests of British 
Columbia. 

Hon Mr. HumMpHReYs—The question of 
the Railway should be put in a practical 
form. The people want a Railway from the 
head of navigation into the interior. Unless 
We get immediate benefit, I hold we had 
better have no Railway at all [laughter]. 
The Resolution of my Hon. colleague (Mr. 
DeCosmos) will give us immediate pros- 
perity. Unless we get immediate advantage 
it very little use at all. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—There is one word 
in the Hon. Attorney General’s speech that 
I desire to reply to. He said that my recom- 
mendation goes too much into matters of 
detail. I find as much detail in the Organic 
Act with reference to Railway communica- 
tion to Halifax. 

Hon. Mr. RospsoN—I have a recommenda- 
tion to move bearing on the Coach Road, as 
follows:— 

That a respectful address be pre- 
sented to His Excellency recom- 
mending that clause 8 may be so 
altered as to include the section of 
the main trunk road of the Colony 
lying between Yale and New West- 
minster in the Coach Road which 
the Dominion Government is to be 
asked to construct within three 
years from the date of union. 

I think, Sir, that it is obvious that if 
Canada is to be asked to construct a grand 
trunk road it is equally important that she 
should add a connecting link which is 
wanting. 

Hon. Mr. HoLprook—If we can get the 
Dominion Government to make this com- 
municating link it will be a benefit to the 
whole Mainland. 

Hon Dr. CarraALL—I shall support the 
recommendation of the Hon. Member for 
New Westminster. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—This recom- 
mendation is open to the same objections as 
the proposal of the Hon. Member for Vic- 
toria District. I must oppose it on principle. 

Hon CHIEF COMMISSIONER—It was in- 
tended to add the words “and maintain” after 
“construct and open for traffic.” The words 
have inadvertently been omitted. I propose 
to remedy the mistake, and I therefore move 
a respectful address to His Excellency sug- 
gesting that the words “and maintain” be 
added between the words “such” and “traf- 
fic,” in the fourth line. 

The Chairman put the recommendations 
of the Hon. Mr. Robson, which was carried; 
then the recommendation of the Hon. Chief 
Commissioner, which was carried. 

The recommendations of the Hon. Mr. 
Wood and of the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, were 
put and lost. 

Clause 8 was then passed as read. 

Clause 9 was next read by the Chair- 
man:— 

9. The Dominion shall erect and 
maintain, at Victoria, a Marine 
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Hospital, and a Lunatic Asylum, 
either attached to the Hospital, or 
separate, as may be considered 
most convenient. 

The Dominion shall also erect 
and maintain a Penitentiary, or 
other principal Prison, at such 
place in the Colony as she may 
consider most suitable for that 
purpose. 

The Hon. Attorney General moved the 
adoption of this clause. 

The Hon. Mr. Rosson said:—Sir, upon 
this clause I have to move a recommenda- 
tion that the Penitentiary shall be at New 
Westminster. I think that it will be ad- 
mitted, on all hands, that the Penitentiary 
ought to be at New Westminster. Victoria 
and Esquimalt are named as sites for par- 
ticular things, and why not New West- 
minster? 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrooK—I second the recom- 
mendation of the Hon. Member for New 
Westminster. I think the Mainland ought 
to be considered; it is, of course, a matter 
of some consequence. 


Hon. Mr. HumMpureys—As a member 
from the Mainland, I shall oppose the 
recommendation. I am in favour of cen- 
tralizing buildings. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Hon. Members 
seems to lose sight of the words: “or prin- 
cipal Prison.” This does not mean exactly 
a Penitentiary, or other principal Prison for 
reforming criminals, the existing Prisons are 
too small for the purpose, and this really 
means a Prison for the detention of pris- 
oners. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—The Dominion 
Government are bound, under the Organic 
Act, to provide a Penitentiary. This, I sup- 
pose, means more than the Organic Act 
contemplates, it means a Prison. 


Hon Dr. HELMCKEN—Yes, that is the 
meaning, it means more than the Organic 
Act contemplates. 


Hon Mr. Woop—I think the Penitentiary 
ought to be in the best and most central 
place, wherever the Prison can be best 
maintained. JI would leave it to the Do- 
minion Government to decide the place. 


Hon. Mr. HoLtBrookK—Why should not 
Victoria be struck out of this clause alto- 
gether? 

Hon. Mr. Rospson—lI did not suggest New 
Westminster in any local or sectional spirit. 
I rather did it to divest the clause of local 
and sectional spirit, though, at present, popu- 
lation and other things point to Victoria as 
the proper place for a Marine Hospital and 
Lunatic Asylum; but we must look to the 
future, the population must ultimately be 
largest on the Mainland. [Hon. Mr. Ring— 
“No, no.”] Surely the Hon. Member for 
Nanaimo will not assert that the population 
of the Island will, in time to come, exceed 
that of the Mainland. I have no desire to 
give any sectional complexion to the Resolu- 
tions. 


Hon. CHIEF CoOMMISSIONER—Sir, I desire 
to say that, in my opinion, the Penitentiary 
will ultimately be on the Mainland, perhaps 
at New Westminster or Burrard Inlet, where 
it is probable the Railway will come. I can 
easily believe that the Hon. Member for 
New Westminster does not advocate New 
Westminster from local motives, but I must 
defend the Resolution as it stands. I think 
it better to leave it to the people who find 
the money to select the place. The position 
is not the same as regards the Marine Hos- 
pital. It should be at Victoria or Esquimalt, 
or at some intermediate place, on account of 
this being the head quarters of the Navy, just 
as I think Esquimalt is the proper place for 
the Dock. I believe that New Westminster 
will be the place, but I cannot, on principle, 
vote for the recommendation. 

The Chairman put the recommendation of 
the Hon. Mr. Robson to the Committee.— 
Lost. 

Clause 9 was then passed as read. 


The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I move 
te adoption of Clause 10, which reads 
thus :— 

10. Efficient Coast Mail Steam 
Service, in connection with the Post 
Office, shall be established and 
maintained by the Government of 
the Dominion, between Victoria 
and New Westminster, Nanaimo, 
and such other places as may re- 
quire such Services. 

Until we have roads within the Colony, 
these services must be carried on for some 
time to come by water. I consider it to be 
a very proper item. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I suggest the addi- 
tion of Puget Sound. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I object to 
such an addition, because Puget Sound does 
not come within Coast Mail Service. 


Hon. Mr. HoLsprook—Then are we to 
suppose there are to be no other Ports of 
Entry, other than Victoria? [‘No, no, no,” 
from all sides.] 

The Chairman put the recommendation of 
the Hon. Mr. DeCosmos, which was lost. 

Clause 10 was then passed as read. 


The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I move 
the adoption of Clause 11, which is a general 
proposition, which will, I hope, meet with 
the approbation of the House, it is as fol- 
lows:— 

11. Whatever encouragement, 
advantages, and protection are 
afforded by the Dominion Govern- 
ment to the Fisheries of any of its 
Provinces, shall be extended in 
similar proportion to British Co- 
lumbia, according to its require- 
ments for the time being. 

Clause 11 was passed as read. 


The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I move 
the adoption of Clause 12, which reads 
thus:— 

12. British Columbia shall par- 
ticipate, in fair proportion, in any 
measures which may be adopted 
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and Funds which may be appropri- 

ated by the Dominion for the en- 

couragement of Immigration. 
Passed as read. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I now move 
the adoption of clause 13. The working of 
this clause is familiar to this council from 
the debate which has already taken place. 
The basis is the population of 120,000 up to 
the date which is left blank. The clause is 
this :— 

13. British Columbia shall be 
entitled to be represented in the 
Senate by Four Members, and by 
Eight Members in the House of 
Commons, until the Year 18 , 
and thereafter the Representation 
in the Senate and the House of 
Commons shall be increased, sub- 
ject to the provisions of “The Brit- 
ish North America Act, 1867.” 


Hon. Mr. DrakKE—Mr. Chairman, there 
seems to be a difficulty. The Organic Act, 
Section 51, provides for the readjustment of 
the representation after the census of 1871; 
and that the representation shall be based 
on the proportion of 65—the number that 
Quebec now has—to the population of Que- 
bec. It ought to exist at this number until 
1881, or 1891. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I would re- 
mark that in my opinion Clause 51 does not 
apply; we come in under Clause 146. The 
Hon. Members now representing Victoria 
City and District (Messrs. Helmcken and 
DeCosmos) when they proposed to telegraph 
were a little late. However if we now fix the 
date, for which a blank is purposely left, that 
will settle the matter beyond any doubt. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—In my opin- 
ion, Sir, we are better off than if we were 
included. The only thing we have to do is 
to fix a date. If we put the date back to a 
remote period, we might be doing ourselves 
an injustice; for we might be entitled to 
more. I would put it off for 20 years, filling 
up the date by inserting 1891. 

Hon. Mr. HoL_sprook—I think ten years 
quite enough, we shall have more than 
120,000 in that time, and be entitled to 
increased representation. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Mr. Chairman, 
during the previous debate, an Hon. Member 
referred to 120,000 as the basis of represen- 
tation, as well as the basis of population. 
We find this echoed by others, last but not 
least by the Hon. the Attorney General him- 
self. I am surprised to find the Hon. and 
learned gentleman setting this up as a basis. 
For the basis of representation under the 
Organic Act, was the basis of representation 
allowed to Quebec, that is, one member for 
every 20,000. It is proposed that we shall 
have eight members, then the population 
ought to be 160,000, but it is only set up as 
120,000, which number would only entitle 
us to six members. Now, Sir, I have no 
objection to getting eight members for the 
House of Commons, and four for the Senate; 
but I do object to Hon. Members and News- 


papers spreading abroad statements which 
have no foundation in fact. I think our 
population has been over estimated. It is 
going abroad that 120,000 is the proper 
foundation for representation, I say it is not 
so. The honest straightforward and manly 
course is for our Government to say to the 
Dominion Government, that it is necessary 
for us to have a larger representation on 
territorial grounds. The whole thing re- 
solves itself into expediency; beyond expedi- 
ency I say that no one can find a fulcrum for 
the assertion. I would cheerfully support 
twelve and six so far as it goes. But I do 
denounce that want of principle and want 
of truth that surrounds this basis. There is 
another question about the representation to 
which due attention does not seem to have 
been given, it is this; the electoral qualifica- 
tion in Canada is too high, and it will be 
most objectionable to have the same qualifi- 
cation thrust upon us. The qualification of 
members may safely be left to the Dominion 
Government. But that of electors is too 
high, and will be a source of irritation, which 
the Government should endeavour to remove 
now. I should have moved a recommenda- 
tion as to this, but from the treatment which 
my amendments have received in this House, 
I am inclined to let it pass; and I shall move 
my amendments before my constituencies. 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Dewdney, the 
Committee rose, reported progress, and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Several Members having left the House, 
on motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson, the 
Committee sat again. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Mr. Chairman, I 
find the average of representation in the 
Dominion Parliament is one member to 
15,000. That on the basis of 120,000 gives 
eight members. Nova Scotia has 19 mem- 
bers for 39,000, New Brunswick has 12, 
Newfoundland has 8 members. All we have 
to do is take care that we are not included 
in the census of 1871. Our number cannot 
be diminished, so we may put it at 81 safely. 
As for fictitious numbers it is useless to talk 
about it. 


Hon. Dr. CARRALL—I move that the date 
“1881” be inserted. 

Hon CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I do not see 
that of necessity the number cannot be de- 
creased. I would name a more distant date. 

Hon. Mr. RospsonN—I would not take a 
more distant date, because I think we shall 
have a larger population in 1881. 

Hon. Mr. DrakeE—From Section 61 of 
the Organic Act, I think our number might 
be reduced. I think it improbable we shall 
have a population of 120,000 in 1881. And 
if we have not that number then, I think it 
possible that we may be reduced. I shall 
therefore vote for 1891. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—TI shall sup- 
port the date 1891. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—I move a recommenda- 
tion to insert the words “not less than,” be- 
fore “4 and 8,” and after the word “eighteen’ 
to insert “91.” 
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Hon ATTORNEY GENERAL—I cannot see 
the use or necessity for the words “no less.” 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—TI think the words are 
important. We might in 1881 be entitled to 
more or less. 

Hon. Mr. DraxE—I hold to 91, because 
I think it likely we might be reduced if we 
fix the date at 81. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I think we ought 
to fix a minimum number and keep to it, 
and a date, because I think that when the 
distrust wears away, British Columbia may 
be content with three in the Senate, and six 
in the House of Commons. 

The Chairman put the recommendation 
of the Hon. Mr. Drake, to fill up the blank 
with the figures “91.” Carried. 

The Chairman put the recommendation of 
the Hon. Mr. Wood, “That the number of 
members to the Commons should never be 
less than 8, and to the Senate never less 
than 4.” Carried. 

Clause 13 was then passed as read. 

The Committee rose, and reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again on 
Friday at 1 o’clock. 





Friday, March 18th, 1870. 





The Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I rise to 
move the adoption of clause 14. These 
terms, or rather the terms which come back 
from Canada, will of necessity come before 
the new electoral body, whose existence 
His Excellency has shadowed forth, and the 
particulars as to the division into districts 
must be left for the decision of that House. 
It is impossible at present to specify the 
time. 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmos—Cannot an ap- 
proximate time be named; besides there are 
other things upon which the country will 
want information. Such for instance, as 
whether the voting for members will be by 
ballot, and what is to be the qualification 
of voters. I think it ought to be fixed. The 
Dominion law is more illiberal than that to 
which the people of this country have been 
accustomed. I believe in the ballot, but it 
will be better to leave it to the constitu- 
encies. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—This clause 
has been left general, that it may be settled 
by the newly constituted Council. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—If there is a quali- 
fication for the House of Commons it must 
be general for the whole Dominion. At 
present I believe the qualification is that 
existing in the Provinces before Union, 
ultimately there must be qualification for the 
whole Dominion. 

Hon. Dr. CarraLL—There is no general 
law for qualification. 

Hon. Mr. Humpnreys—The clause is 
indefinite and dangerous. The Dominion 
qualification will virtually disfranchise half 
the British settlers in British Columbia. 
We are legislating in the interests of the 
people, this ought to be determined at once. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—TI believe in British 
subjects, having a fixed residence, and of a 
certain age, voting in British Columbia. It 
should be a residential manhood suffrage. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—We cannot deal 
with the subject now. It is impossible to 
divide the colony into districts until we 
know how many senators we are to have. 

Hon. Mr. HoL_sroox—Mr. Chairman, I 
move a recommendation to strike out the 
words “if any.” 

Hon. Mr. Woop—I think the words ought 
to stand. The Organic Act says that sena- 
tors shall be elected for districts, but it may 
be desirable that senators should be ap- 
pointed for the whole colony, they are 
nominated, and nominated because they are 
the best men that the Governor can obtain. 
[No, no, no—Hon. De Cosmos.] I believe 
the Executive are in the best position to 
know whether the principle of appointing 
senators is best or whether they should go 
for the whole colony. 

Hon. Mr. Humpureys—As this stands 
it throws the whole power into the hands 
of the Canadians. The Lieut.-Governor will 
be a Canadian and will name Canadians. 
We ought to know by whom these appoint- 
ments are to be made. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—It is a great pity that 
these sectional differences should be allowed 
to prevail. We ought to consider ourselves 
British Columbians. The Governor General, 
with the consent of his Council, appoints 
the Lieut.-Governor, and the Lieut.-Gover- 
nor, with the advice of his Cabinet, recom- 
mends the Senators. [No, no, Hon. Dr. 
Helmcken.] Yes, it is so; he recommends 
to the Governor General who appoints. It is 
a great pity to raise these disputes about 
Englishmen and Canadians. 


Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—It is all very well 
to talk that way. I maintain that the 
Englishmen sitting at this table have said 
less as to nationality than the Canadians. 
We want to be governed by British Colum- 
bians. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—We had better 
drop these nationalities. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—The hon. member for 
New Westminster should not be angry be- 
cause we want to provide against the pos- 
sibility of ill feeling by timely precaution. 
‘Safe bind, safe find.” When the Governor 
General appoints Senators, if I understand 
it right, he appoints the political friends of 
his Cabinet. If we are to have responsible 
government there will always be some check, 
if not we may be in the position of having 
members selected by the Lieut.-Governor 
without the assistance of any responsible 
Cabinet. [Hear, hear, Hon. DeCosmos.] 
A Canadian Lieut.-Governor will act with 
the same sort of feeling that the English 
Government will. Senators will be selected 
by favoritism, and supporters of Confedera- 
tion will doubtless be selected in this colony 
unless we have responsible government and 
representative institutions in full vigor. 
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Canadian interests will doubtless be very 
prominent in this colony, and power acts 
injuriously on the human mind—it is one 
of the corrupters of the mind. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I should be 
sorry to see the words ‘if any’ struck out; 
their retention leaves the matter open. Hon. 
members seem to have forgotten that Sen- 
ators must be residents of British Columbia. 
Probably they may be elected on the ground 
of their having an appreciation of the whole 
country instead of a section only. It may 
be that Senators will be appointed for the 
whole colony. 


Hon. Mr. Ho_tsroox—After hearing the 
explanations of the Hon. Attorney General, 
I feel more desirous to press my recom- 
mendation, to show that we from the 
Mainland desire to have our fair share of 
representation. I think the words most 
objectionable. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I find by the reso- 
lutions passed at the conference of delegates 
in London, that Senators were to be taken 
from the Legislative Council. We are told 
by the Government that we are to go into 
Confederation without responsible govern- 
ment, then we ought to have a guarantee 
that the first Senators shall be representative 
men, and that they shall not be chosen by 
the Governor, and put into office for life 
without reference to the people. 


Hon. Mr. Humpureys—lI shall move a 
recommendation that the first Senators shall 
be nominated by the Legislature. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—The position will 
be worth $600. The difficulty will be to 
get anyone to go there. People are chary 
of going into the Legislative Council now, 
and they will not be very anxious to go to 
Canada. As to choosing Senators from one 
place it is out of the question. And it is 
equally out of the question to appoint them 
by the Legislative Council. 


Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS—We are here as 
the agents of the people, delegates in point 
of fact, and we are bound to legislate in 
accordance with the well understood wishes 
of the people. In reference to having these 
Senators appointed, we are bound to see 
what they are and whether the people are 
likely to approve of our acts. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Hon. mem- 
bers must remember that these resolutions 
will be submitted to the people, a much 
abused term, as the hon. member for Vic- 
toria District has truly said, and our com- 
mon object must be to make the terms 
acceptable to the people. They will have 
to pass upon them in the last resort, and 
to say we will or we will not have them. 

Hon. Mr. PEMBERTON—The objection 
seems to me to be dividing British Columbia 
into districts. It is a qualification for Sena- 
tors that they must reside in their districts, 
therefore I think it will not be desirable to 
divide the colony into districts. I think the 
clause should stand as it is. 


Hon. Mr. RopsoN—One matter deserves 
attention in connection with this item. I 
believe that the indemnity to Senators is six 
hundred dollars in a lump sum, without 
travelling expenses. I think it is now com- 
muted, and this would place British Colum- 
bia Senators at a disadvantage with others. 
It is no hardship to other Provinces, but 
would be most unfair upon British Columbia, 
travelling expenses both ways should be 
allowed. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—My convic- 
tion is that mileage is now allowed. If I am 
right ten cents a mile both ways is allowed. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—It is the prerogative 
of the Governor; we had better vote for the 
repeal of the Organic Act. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Under the pro- 
posed constitution Senators would be chosen 
by an irresponsible Governor, on the advice 
of an irresponsible Minister; those who own 
this country do not want such a state of 
things to be. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—lIt is better to bear in 
mind that the Organic Act applies to three 
or at the most four Provinces: Canada East, 
Canada West and the Maritime Provinces, 
here we want exceptional terms. 

Hon. Mr. RopsonN—Hon. members seem 
to assume that we are going to enter Con- 
federation without responsible government. 
This I repudiate. I say we shall enter with 
privileges equal to other Provinces. I de- 
cline to assume anything else. With regard 
to the appointment of Senators by the Legis- 
lative Council, I would ask by what Council? 
By this or by the new House? It would not 
satisfy the people that a Council nominated 
by the Governor should appoint, and it is 
yet to be seen that the new House, as shad- 
owed forth by the Governor, would be less 
objectionable than this one. We are entirely 
in the dark. 

Hon. Mr. HumpuHrReys—As I understand 
it these Senators are to be appointed after 
Confederation, and consequently the recom- 
mendation refers to the new Council. His 
Excellency says that he will give a majority 
to the popular members, and I have no doubt 
he means what he says. I believe him to be 
a most estimable gentleman, but I have a 
feeling that he has been misled; it is not 
likely that in a few weeks’ travel he could 
understand the wants and feelings of the 
people; you must eat, drink and sleep 
amongst them to understand a people. If I 
were a great Government contractor I would 
support the Government. I ask some reason 
of rank; it would be very easy to give us a 
majority of two or three popular members, 
but unless we have a large majority of Rep- 
resentative members the Government might 
still get their own way. 

Hon. Mr. Rospson—I desire, Mr. Chair- 
man, to answer two points. I believe we 
shall fight for and have responsible Govern- 
ment. In referring to the Governor’s speech, 
the Hon. member for Lillooet, says the new 
Council will be just similar to this, that it 
will still be unrepresentative. I cannot see 
why there should be this doubt about the 
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Constitution of the new Council. If there 
were to be only a majority of two or three 
the Council would still be unrepresentative, 
and the people will not be contented with 
such a form of Government. The argument 
of the honourable member for Lillooet re- 
futes itself in the most conclusive way. The 
people do not want an unrepresentative 
House, not having their confidence to elect 
their Senators. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—What have we to do 
with the Organic Act? Why should we put 
ourselves under the iron points of the Or- 
ganic Act, and be dragged under a harrow 
all the days of our lives? If the act is wrong 
it must be repealed. Now is the time to 
express our opinion. 

The Chairman put the recommendation of 
Mr. Humphreys, which on division was lost, 
ane of Mr. Robson, which on division was 
ost. 

Clause fourteen passed as read. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Sir: I rise to 
move the adoption of clause fifteen, which is 
as follows: 

15. The constitution of the Exe- 
cutive authority and of the Legis- 
lature of British Columbia shall, 
subject to the “British North Amer- 
ica Act, 1867,” continue as existing 
at the time of union, until altered 
under the authority of the said act. 


And before touching upon the merits of 
the resolution itself I wish to explain that the 
time which must necessarily elapse before 
Confederation will allow ample opportunity 
to procure a change in the Constitution, and 
I desire to impress upon Hon. members that 
this question of alteration in the form of 
Government, is not necessarily connected 
with the resolution now before the House. 
I make these observations in consequence of 
observing a notice of the Hon. member for 
Lillooet on the subject of responsible govern- 
ment on the orders of the day. On behalf 
of the Government I desire to say that there 
is no desire whatever to shirk the full dis- 
cussion of the question of responsible gov- 
ernment. I throw the door open and invite 
the fullest discussion, but as the question of 
the change of the constitution of this colony 
is one that lies between this colony and the 
Imperial Government, it does not form an 
item in these resolutions, therefore I would 
ask Hon. Members to postpone the consider- 
ation of responsible government and pass 
these resolutions. On a question of such 
importance a special day, irrespective of 
these resolutions, should be set apart for 
discussion—there is no desire whatever on 
the part of the Government to shirk the 
question. The matter of the constitution is 
under negotiation between this colony and 
the Imperial Government at this moment. 
Supposing these resolutions are passed, other 
negotiations must take place. First, Canada 
has to accept them, then there is reference 
back to British Columbia to submit to the 
popular vote, so that there will be full time 
allowed for the new institutions to be inau- 
gurated if the people say that they do not 


want the terms, but that they want respon- 
sible government, they will undoubtedly get 
it. I cannot conceive our going into Confed- 
eration with a Crown Council—we must 
expect to go in with fuller representative 
institutions. If we do not have Confedera- 
tion under these terms, we shall nevertheless 
have representative institutions and a major- 
ity under the Imperial Act will have the 
power to change and get responsible govern- 
ment, that is party government. My point 
is, that it is not necessary to drag in respon- 
sible government now; it is not necessary to 
mix it up with these resolutions. Our vote 
on this resolution need not be decided on 
responsible government, or party govern- 
ment. We shall still be open to send any 
other resolution on the subject of party 
government to the Governor. I therefore 
throw out the invitation to discuss it more 
fully on a future day. I feel sure that if this 
course is adopted the discussion will be 
more free. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—I think, Sir, that his 
Excellency’s message, if I may so call these 
resolutions, invites us to discuss responsible 
government. Sir, we have been in former 
days favored with representative institutions, 
and have been defrauded of them. I desire 
to know what we have gained by the irre- 
sponsible government that has for some 
years past oppressed us. What I ask has 
been done about the various questions that 
have come up—the Sisters rocks, the Court 
of Appeal—the answer has been, no funds. 
Where do the funds come from? From the 
people. If the Governor heard the views of 
the people he might, perhaps, change his 
views. I ask hon. members here, who have 
lived under responsible government in Great 
Britain, (Hear, hear from Mr. DeCosmos) 
not to be recreant to their country. Hon. 
members on the other side say they are 
against responsible government and refer to 
a former House of Assembly of Vancouver 
Island. This is no argument. I trust that 
hon. members loving British institutions will 
be true to their country, because there are 
defects in some assemblys do not let us run 
into the abject error of saying we are not fit 
for self government. We have borne this too 
long; do not let us hand over to Canada our 
consent to submit to this degradation; let 
us not say we are unfit; that we surrender 
the question of self government. Who, I 
ask, has examined the people? Who has 
tried them and discovered whether or not 
they are competent to exercise the privileges 
of responsible government? There are many 
points in this clause which demand dis- 
cussion, but I am not going to exhaust 
myself. I say, however, that the question 
of responsible government must be con- 
sidered. I throw the gauntlet down. 

Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS—Mr. Chairman, as 
mover of the resolution on responsible gov- 
ernment, I do not think it necessary to take 
up the time of the House. I am perfectly 
satisfied in my own mind that the official 
members are convinced that the people are 
in favor of responsible government. As a 
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student of history, young as I am, I begin 
to realize this truth; that all liberty and 
improvement has been infused into com- 
munities by the shock of revolution, or 
violent agitation. There is no hope of politi- 
cal improvement in time of tranquility and 
without agitation. The official members of 
this council are remarkable for their pro- 
found indifference to right and wrong. It 
is in their interest to postpone the settlement 
of this question of responsible government. 
I hold that there is a great necessity for this 
resolution; the question ought to be settled 
now and forever. Why should we be com- 
pelled, year after year, to fight these battles 
for reform over and over again; let this 
question be settled so that we may have 
leisure for other things. Hon. gentlemen 
say the people are not in favor of respon- 
sible government; time will show. I say 
that they will almost as a unit insist upon it, 
and I lay down this proposition—no respon- 
sible government, no Confederation; no 
Confederation, no pensions. Instead of 
tightening the governmental reins they 
should be slackened. If responsible govern- 
ment is not granted these officials will still 
lose their power; for then in all probability 
a mightier nation than Canada will take 
charge of us. I am in favor of Confedera- 
tion if it gives us permanent advantages not 
otherwise. We must have a free constitution. 
My conscience tells me that my votes on 
these resolutions are not prompted by selfish 
motives; if the people get responsible gov- 
ernment I am satisfied. His Excellency 
admits that he would not like to extend the 
liberal form of government to this colony. 
My opinion is that there is no community 
unfit to govern themselves; government is 
not a complicated machine; there is very 
little difference between carrying on a gov- 
ernment and carrying on a business. One- 
half of the depression in this colony is in 
my opinion attributable to the despotic form 
of government. Just fancy the head of a 
mercantile house allowing his clerks to carry 
on the whole business of the firm as they 
pleased. (Hear, hear from Mr. DeCosmos). 
Without responsible government you will 
lose Confederation: it is not necessary to 
say anymore; let us have something like the 
government of Ontario. Those whom I 
have the honor to represent sent me here to 
advocate responsible government. I will 
read from a petition now in my hands. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—This is out of 
order; I rise to call the hon. member to 
order; this is not the time to present a 
petition. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—The hon. member 
has a right to read from it. 

CHAIRMAN—The hon. member cannot read 
from a petition which has not been presented 
to and received by this House. 

Hon. Mr. RopsoN—Mr. Chairman, I re- 
quest that you will be careful in ruling on 
this matter. Hon. members have the right 
to read from documents to show the views 
of their constituents. It is alluded to as the 


best means of acquainting the House with 
the views of the constituency which the hon. 
member represents. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—On the other 
hand I would say that the right of petitioners 
must be respected, and if hon. members are 
allowed to read petitions, then petitions can 
be got in by a side wind. 

Hon. Mr. RossoN—In my opinion the 
hon. member has a right to read from a 
document of this kind. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Having looked at 
this document I see it is not a petition to this 
House and may therefore be quoted. 

The Chairman having looked at the docu- 
ment decided that it might be quoted. 

_ Hon. Mr. Humpureys then read a por- 
tion of the prayer of the petition, which 
purported to be to Her Majesty the Queen. 

Hon. Mr. RopsoN—The honourable and 
learned Attorney General has appealed to 
those honorable members who are in favour 
of responsible Government to postpone the 
question for the present. I should be glad 
to accede to the request if the honorable 
and learned gentleman will meet the objec- 
tions that present themselves to my mind 
as to that course. In my opinion to vote 
for this section now will preclude the pos- 
sibility of our bringing on the subject of 
responsible Government in the House this 
session. We shall be met with the assertion 
that it has been already discussed and 
decided for this session. I am quite sure the 
honorable and learned Attorney General 
does not wish to catch us in a trap. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Certainly not. 
As honorable members have insisted upon 
opening the question, I now propose to go 
on with the discussion. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—I am most anxious to 
meet the views of the Government in this 
matter, if possible, but as we are asked to 
vote aye or no upon this clause, I say that 
in voting for it we shall be casting our votes 
in direct opposition to Responsible Govern- 
ment. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—The discus- 
sion must go on now; you have begun; it is 
too late to withdraw; the lists are closed, 
and the gang of battle down. 

Mr. RospsoN—Mr. Chairman, I will ad- 
dress myself to the question before the 
House, which I feel to be the most important 
clause in these terms; a question, in fact, 
which underlies the peace, prosperity and 
happiness of British Columbia; a question 
which, if carelessly or improperly treated 
now, may eventuate in the most serious con- 
sequences to the Colony; for I believe the 
people are as ready now as in earlier days 
to fight for freedom, and to shed their blood 
in defense of their political rights. It 
becomes us, then, to be candid with our- 
selves and with each other, very serious, 
firm and dispassionate in discussing this 
clause, as it might result in most disastrous 
consequences. As I read the clause it places 
it beyond the power of the Colonists to 
obtain the form of Government which they, 
as I believe, really want, and if we pass it 
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we shall obtain no more than that slightly 
more liberal form, which is foreshadowed 
in his Excellency’s speech, under the cover 
of representative Government. Profoundly 
impressed as I am, with the gravity of the 
subject we are now called upon to consider, 
any remarks I may be enabled to offer will 
proceed rather from a sense of duty to my 
constituents and to my country than from 
any hope of changing the views or influencing 
the vote of any honorable member. What 
is responsible Government? I have been 
led to believe that considerable confusion 
of Ideas exists upon this point; and I was 
the more impressed with this upon listening 
to the remarks of the honourable member 
for Cariboo, a few days ago. That honor- 
able gentleman compared the introduction 
of responsible Government into this colony 
to applying the machinery of the Great 
Eastern to a dairy churn. Now, sir, respon- 
sible Government it not a quantity; it is a 
principle; and as such it is applicable to 
the Great Eastern or to a dairy churn, 
capable of being applied to a tiny lady’s 
watch. It is a principle admirably adapted 
to the largest communities in the Old World. 
It is a principle admirably adapted to the 
smallest communities in the New World. 
It is a principle that may be worked out in 
a cabinet of a hundred. It is a principle 
which may be successfully worked out in 
a cabinet of three. Without it no Govern- 
ment can, in the true sense, be called a 
people’s Government. All true Governments 
derive their power from the people. All true 
Governments must be responsible to the 
people. Responsible Government is, then, a 
principle which may be adapted to, and 
successfully worked out in this community. 
If this proposition is incontrovertible, which 
I maintain it is, who can say that British 
Columbia is not large enough for responsible 
Government. There are men here of ability 
to form a cabinet. The Cabinet of the day 
is, under the responsible system, the Gov- 
ernment. Just so long as it has the confidence 
of a majority of the representatives of the 
people in the House. In the event of that 
confidence being lost, one of two courses 
is open. The Ministers place their resigna- 
tion in the hands of the Governor, who 
commonly calls upon a prominent member 
of the opposition to form a Ministry; or 
if they believe that the House does not 
truly represent the people upon the question 
at issue, they advise a dissolution and an 
appeal to the country. What would respon- 
sible Government have to do here? In 
dealing with this question I, of course, as- 
sume British Columbia to be a province of 
the dominion; and I confess, that were it 
otherwise, were it proposed to remain a 
separate colony the case would be different. 
I do not say that even then I would not 
advocate the introduction of responsible 
Government, but that advocacy might be 
less hearty and less firm. Regarding British 
Columbia as a province of the dominion, 
the chief objections are removed by the 


removal to Ottawa of all those larger and 
more complex questions of legislation which 
might threaten to crack the brain of our 
embryo statesmen. The local Government 
would alone have to deal with local ques- 
tions, and thus it would have very simple 
duties to discharge, scarcely more difficult, 
in fact, than those falling within the func- 
tions of a large municipality in Canada. 
Are the people in British Columbia fit for it? 
And here I would express my sincere regret 
that the representative of her Majesty in this 
colony has felt it to be his duty to pronounce 
an adverse opinion. I will yield to no one, 
either in this House or out of it, in entertain- 
ing a high respect for his Excellency, for his 
talent, experience, and honestly of purpose. 
But I do say, and I say it with respect, more 
in sorrow than in anger, that I cannot think 
his knowledge of the people of this colony 
was such as to justify him in so early pro- 
nouncing upon their fitness for self-govern- 
ment. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL — The honorable 
member for New Westminster will, I am 
sure, pardon the interruption, but I feel it 
my duty to deny that the Governor ever 
said, or that any member of the Government 
has said or thought that the people of British 
Columbia are unfit for self-government. 


Mr. RossoN—I thank the honorable and 
learned Attorney General, and I appreciate 
his motives. There is no one less disposed 
than myself to speak or write one word 
calculated to weaken the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, or cause the well-deserved popu- 
larity of his Excellency to wane; but yet I 
cannot conceal from myself the fact that a 
mere play upon words will not mend mat- 
ters. Whether it is the colony or its inhabi- 
tants that has been pronounced unfit for 
self-government, the practical results remain 
the same, and it is with these we alone are 
concerned. From my own knowledge of 
the people, and it is the result of eleven 
years’ contact with them, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying they are pre-eminently fitted 
for self government. There are scores of 
men in the country with callused palms and 
patched garments well fitted by natural en- 
dowments, education and practical experi- 
ence in the working of responsible Govern- 
ment in other colonies, to occupy seats 
either in the Legislative Assembly or in the 
Cabinet of British Columbia. He who 
would judge of the intelligence and mental 
acquirements of men in this colony by out- 
ward appearance and by present occupation 
certainly would not judge righteous judg- 
ment. The opinion of his Excellency the 
Governor to the contrary, notwithstanding, 
I boldly assert that the people of British 
Columbia are fit for responsible Govern- 
ment. Do they want it? Doubtless there 
are those in this House, possibly even in the 
unofficial ranks, who will deny that the 
people of British Columbia really desire to 
have responsible Government under con- 
federation. It is sometimes difficult to ac- 
count for divergence of opinion; but I ven- 
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ture to think that I have the weight of both 
argument and evidence on my side when I 
assert, as I do, that the great body of the 
people, certainly an overwhelming majority, 
do earnestly and intelligently desire that 
form of government. It is difficult to believe 
that any man who has given due thought to 
the subject can possibly hesitate. Look at 
the position this colony would occupy under 
Confederation, without the full control of 
its own local affairs—a condition alone at- 
tainable by means of responsible govern- 
ment. While the other Provinces only sur- 
render Federal questions to the central 
government, we would surrender ALL. While 
the other Provinces with which it is proposed 
to confederate upon equal and equitable 
terms retain the fullest power to manage all 
provincial matters, British Columbia would 
surrender that power—her local as well as 
her national affairs would virtually be man- 
aged at Ottawa. Could a union so unequal 
be a happy and enduring one? The compact 
we are about to form is FOR LIFE. Shall we 
take into it the germ of discord and disrup- 
tion? The people desire change; but they 
have no desire to exchange the Imperial heel 
for the Canadian heel. They desire political 
manumission. I stand here, and, in the 
name of my ancestors, protest before Heaven 
against the surrender of constitutional rights 
purchased by the best blood of our race—a 
priceless legacy we have no right to barter 
away, even if we would. We owe it to our 
ancestors to preserve entire those rights 
which they have delivered to our care. We 
Owe it to posterity not to suffer their dearest 
inheritance to be destroyed. But, if it were 
possible for us to be insensible of these 
sacred claims, there is yet an obligation bind- 
ing upon ourselves, from which nothing can 
acquit us; a personal interest which we 
cannot surrender. To alienate even our own 
rights would be a crime as much more enor- 
mous than suicide, as a life of civil security 
and political freedom is superior to a condi- 
tion of serfdom; and if life be the bounty of 
Heaven, we scornfully reject the noblest part 
of the gift if we consent to surrender that 
certain rule of living and those constitutional 
rights, without which the condition of human 
nature is not only miserable but contempti- 
ble. I know but too well that the people of 
this colony have, during these years past, 
been unjustly and unconstitutionally deprived 
of their rights; but the perpetration of a 
wrong in the past can constitute no argument 
for perpetuating that wrong in the future; 
and it would appear a most fitting moment, 
when a new constitution is about to be 
offered, to demand the full restoration of 
political rights of which we have been for 
some time so unjustly deprived. A word 
about the constitution which the Governor 
proposes to confer upon this colony. Re- 
garding it in the dim light shed upon it by 
the Executive, it is not unfair to assume 
that there will be one more popular mem- 
ber taken into the Executive, and that the 
people will have a majority of two in the 
Legislature. Let us suppose that the Legisla- 


tive Council has 20 members, 11 elected by 
the people and 9 appointed by the Governor. 
Three are taken from the 11 into the mys- 
terious chamber of the Executive, where 
they become—I will not say corrupted— 
manipulated, educated to see things some- 
what differently from what they saw them 
before. In a House so constituted, is it 
unfair, is it uncharitable to conclude that, 
on all government measures at least, the 
government would command a majority? 
Take 3 from 11 and 8 remain. Take 8 
from 20 and how many remain to the gov- 
ernment? Is it not 12? Where, then, is the 
people’s majority under the proposed con- 
stitution? And yet I am constantly told that 
this is not the proper time to ask for respon- 
sible government—that if the people want it 
they will possess, under the new constitution, 
the ready means of obtaining it. Sir, I do 
not see the matter in that light. I see in the 
proposed constitution a condition of things 
which promises a five years’, possibly a ten 
years’ agitation for what the people are pre- 
pared for now, desire now, are entitled to 
now. All governments are naturally conser- 
vative. All persons holding positions of 
honor, power or emolument are conserva- 
tive. Think you those holding office by ap- 
pointment will favor or promote a change 
which would make them responsible to the 
people—exchange their commission from 
the Crown for the more brittle tenure of 
‘public opinion’? On the contrary, we 
should find those in power opposed to the 
people in their struggle for responsible gov- 
ernment; and how long the struggle might 
last it would be idle to predict. Besides, the 
people of Canada do not desire to see British 
Columbia occupying any such false position. 
They know too well the value of free institu- 
tions, and their adaptation to new countries 
to think of withholding them from us. 
These institutions were not won without a 
long and bloody struggle, even in Canada; 
and the prosperity and contentment of that 
people date from the inauguration of respon- 
sible government. The failure of represen- 
tative institutions formerly enjoyed upon this 
island, is frequently cited as an argument 
against responsible government being intro- 
duced here. I admit the partial failure of 
these institutions. That failure was not, 
however, on account of the institutions being 
‘representative’, but because they were not 
‘responsible.’ The essential principle was 
wanting. There was no constitutional con- 
necting link—no bond of sympathy between 
those who sat by the will of the people and 
those who sat contrary to, and in defiance of, 
that will. The system, painted, though it 
was, in popular dress, was rotten at the core 
—proved a delusion and a sham. The peo- 
ple, sometimes in indifference and contempt, 
permitted unsuitable men to be elected, and 
the whole thing came to rack and ruin. It 
is to avoid a repetition of that unseemly 
farce that the people demand that any new 
constitution which may be conferred upon 
this colony shall be based upon the only 
true principle of responsibility. This ques- 
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tion should be finally settled. The colony 
desires political rest. To inaugurate a fresh 
political agitation with union is most unde- 
sirable and might lead to disastrous results. 
The possible consequences of a refusal to 
grant responsible government coincident 
with Confederation is a part of the subject 
I almost hesitate to touch. I would neither 
prophecy, predict nor threaten; but I would 
ask the government to read well and care- 
fully the lessons written in blood in other 
countries. Human nature is much the same 
on both sides of this great continent. Has 
the Anglo-Saxon race become so utterly de- 
generate here that it is prepared to barter 
away for mere money subsidies those 
rights which were purchased with so much 
blood elsewhere? I utterly refuse to think 
so meanly of this people. We have seen that 
even the half-breeds at Red River have too 
much of the old blood in their veins to per- 
mit a fancied political wrong. I am not 
going to predict a rebellion here. Heaven 
grant there may be none. But I do feel it 
my duty to warn the government against 
unnecessarily provoking such a possible con- 
tingency. Why should there be such an 
unaccountable antipathy to investing the 
people of British Columbia with those poli- 
tical powers enjoyed under the British Con- 
stitution? Why is the present form of gov- 
ernment so unpopular with the people? I 
will tell you why. It is just because it is not 
a people’s government. They had no hand 
in making it. They have none in working it. 
They can have none in unmaking it. Only 
let the people have a hand in forming the 
Government, in selecting men of their own 
choice to rule over them, and we would find 
a popular government, a strong government, 
strong in heart and confidence of the people. 
The very same gentlemen who are unpopular 
now, because ruling without the consent of 
the people, would be popular then, because 
ruling by the act and with the consent of the 
people. The people of British Columbia are 
naturally a conservative people. Restore to 
them their political rights, and no Govern- 
ment would need to fear an undue desire for 
change. The people know best how to man- 
age their own local affairs. Depend upon it; 
sir, the people are seldom wrong in their 
opinions; in their sentiments they are never 
mistaken. Those now in power have a great 
responsibility resting upon them. Upon the 
manner in which they acquit themselves in 
regard to this very question may hang the 
most momentous consequence. Will they 
promote everlasting wellbeing? or precipitate 
untold evil? Heaven grant that they may do 
right! I stand here today to advise and 
warn, not to threaten and predict. The Gov- 
ernment has a very grave responsibility in 
this matter, and may well take a lesson from 
other countries. The possible consequence 
of a refusal to grant a reasonable request 
may be repetition of the Red River trouble. 
Let not the government make a fatal mis- 
take, or they may find themselves in a state 
of political agitation that may lead to the 
most serious consequences. I believe that, 
under circumstances analagous to what oc- 


curred in the Red River Territory, the 
Imperial Government would treat the inhabi- 
tants of this colony with even more con- 
sideration. It would not be a question of 
bayonets and fleets to coerce this colony; 
but it would be a question of what conces- 
sions ought to be made. I say that the 
Government have an opportunity now not 
only of shunning evil but of doing a great 
work. Oh! let not the Government make 
the fatal mistake of saying the people shall 
not manage their own affairs. Do not let 
them make the fatal mistake of compelling 
the people to reject these conditions at the 
polls. Now I have discharged a duty; I have 
said all I feel called upon to say at this 
stage. I have stated my own views and, I 
venture to think, those of an overwhelming 
majority of the people of British Columbia 
as well as of my own constituents. I trust 
the Government will take care how they 
force a vote on this question which affects 
this whole community (Hear, hear). This 
is, in a sense, distinct from the conditions, 
and it is probable that the Governor must 
obtain what we are now asking from a dif- 
ferent quarter. But, obtain it from where 
he will, it Must, I say, be obtained. 

I beg to move the following amendment, 
as meeting the case more fully than the 
resolution offered by the hon. member for 
Lillooet: 

Whereas no union can be either 
acceptable or satisfactory which 
does not confer upon the people of 
British Columbia as full control 
over their own local affairs as is 
enjoyed in the other Provinces 
with which it is proposed to con- 
federate, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That an humble ad- 
dress be presented to His Ex- 
cellency the Governor, earnestly 
recommending that a Constitution 
based upon the principle of Respon- 
sible Government as existing in the 
Province of Ontario, may be con- 
ferred upon this colony, coincident 
with its admission into the Domin- 
ion of Canada. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—Allow me to 
observe on this, that the hon. member is 
asking the Government to grant what it has 
no power to give. 


Hon. Mr. RospsoN—The Governor has 
promised to seek the power to grant us a 
new constitution. We only ask that in that 
new constitution we may have responsible 
government. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—Mr. Chairman, I 
do not intend to occupy the House for many 
minutes. I agree with the hon. member for 
Lillooet and I disagree with the hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster. I think, sir, that 
we ought to have representative institutions 
and responsible government irrespective of 
Confederation. The hon. member for New 
Westminster’s proposition unites it with 
Confederation. I think this is a mistake, 
but it is of no matter so long as we get it. I 
look upon British Columbia as a municipal- 
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ity under the British Crown. Under Canada 
it will be a municipality with less power. 
Anyone who knows anything of municipal 
law knows that it is based upon three prin- 
ciples: Territory, authority and responsibility. 
This colony has the first two, and we are 
now asking for the third, and the terms sent 
down to the Council do not contain the 
elements of responsibility of the Executive 
to the people. Everything is tending to this 
point. Without responsibility, no matter 
how elective the new Council is, it will be 
a failure. The people want responsible gov- 
ernment and representative institutions under 
any circumstances. I think the people would 
be traitors to themselves if they accepted any 
form of government which had not the 
element of responsibility. I would rebel if 
there were enough like me in the colony, and 
arrest every member of the Government 
that I thought was robbing me of my rights. 
I would go to a further extreme. However, 
I shall not trouble the House with a long 
speech on this matter, as I consider it of 
little use. This question ended, I am con- 
tented to leave this Council and go to my 
constituents. 


Hon. Dr. CarraLL—Mr. Chairman, I 
should like to ask what all this breeze is 
about? It is perfectly clear to all that as 
soon as we enter the Confederacy the people 
of this country can have any form of gov- 
ernment they desire. I refuse to take up 
the issue without Confederation, in a state 
of isolation. We are dealing with Confedera- 
tion. I am, equally with the hon. member 
for New Westminster, aware of the priceless 
boon of responsibility, which exists in Eng- 
land, which may fairly be called the Stand— 
ard-Bearer of nations, and I am equally 
aware that the same responsibility does not 
exist in the United States. During the late 
war I was in the United States’ army. Stan- 
ton, the then Secretary of War, was a most 
unpopular man. They wanted to get rid of 
him, but he could not be removed. When I 
took the ground that responsible government 
was not expedient, it was not because I did 
not approve of the system. It is, I say, the 
wisest and best form of government, but it 
is too cumbrous for this colony. I will 
repeat my objections: The Council contains 
no men of influence, the constituencies are 
too remote, and the inhabitants are all 
engaged in bread-seeking; there are few men 
of independent means who would take part 
in responsible government and consequently 
the direction of public affairs would fall into 
the hands of men who are not fitted or quali- 
fied to govern the country, or otherwise into 
the hands of Victorians; neither of which I, 
for one, wish to see. How unfortunate it 
would be for Caribooites if the hon. senior 
member for Victoria, (Dr. Helmcken) were 
elected for Cariboo, I say, then that it must 
fall into bad hands, or into the hands of 
Victorians. I offer that argument as a Brit- 
ish Columbian. The Executive Council do 
not care one fig what sort of government the 
people take. The Executive say the question 
is one for the people to decide. We have a 


measure of responsibility now. The hon. 
member for New Westminster says that His 
Excellency will do certain things. I take his 
speech as it reads, and I have no doubt that 
a majority of the people’s representatives will 
sit round the board; none know how great 
the majority will be. (Attorney General— 
Hear, hear.) Responsible government has 
never been made a distinct issue throughout 
the colony. [It has, Mr. DeCosmos.] The 
hon. member says that it has; I say it has 
not. It has been named with Confederation 
but not by itself; and until it is made a 
separate question my advice to the Gover- 
nor will be not to grant it. The Governor 
has left you to choose any government you 
deem best. Do you think it would be 
better to have as permanent heads of depart- 
ments two or three gentlemen who are fa- 
miliar with the wants of the colony, or a 
moveable ministry going out on a question 
of repairs to Cowichan road, or something 
of that kind. These are amongst the things 
that you have to consider, and if, after due 
consideration, the people desire responsible 
government they will have it. I am here to 
state that his Excellency the Governor has 
no wish or desire to keep back responsible 
government, if he had any such desire is it 
likely that he would have reconstituted his 
Executive Council so as to make it elective? 
I apprehend that people do not consider what 
they are talking about when they ask for 
responsible government; they have not prob- 
ably considered the failures that have been 
made in respect of responsible government; 
there have been some failures, as, for 
instance, in Jamaica and in Victoria. A class 
of people get into power under responsible 
government whom no person would like to 
have as rulers. There are petty interests 
mixed up with politics in small communities 
which prevent the system working so well in 
them, as in large countries like Great Britain 
where there is a healthy tone, and a vast 
population and consequently great questions 
of national importance. I maintain that 
after Confederation the questions connected 
with local affairs will be so small and so 
entirely connected with particular localities 
that a staff of permanent heads of depart- 
ments will be far better for the colony than 
responsible government. I make this state- 
ment from conviction. I am perfectly free 
to take any course I like, notwithstanding I 
am an Executive Councillor. My position 
has not in any way curtailed my views. I 
could have advised responsible government if 
I had thought proper, and would have done 
so if I had thought it desirable for this 
colony. If anyone believes that the Organic 
Act does not allow responsible government 
to be obtained at any time let him move to 
make clause 19 specially applicable to this 
colony. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—It is in the terms 
already, only it is not specially named. 

Hon. Dr. CarRALL—Well, name it spe- 
cially and put it in; I will support it if 
anyone proposes it. We know what His 
Excellency’s intention is with regard to giving 
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representation in the new Council, but we do 
not know the measure of it. If there is an 
overwhelming majority for responsible gov- 
ernment in all districts, electors will take 
care to send responsible government mem- 
bers to the next Council, if the people are 
determined to have this ‘priceless boon,’ let 
them send men who will say they will have 
it. I feel impelled to administer a soft and 
gentle rebuke to the hon. member for New 
Westminster, who has, I must confess, won 
my esteem by his mainly, straightforward 
support of these resolutions; but I must take 
exception to his language, it has been too 
emphatic—unintentionally of course — be- 
cause led away by the subject. He has used 
inflammatory language which he had better 
not have uttered, language which was not 
exactly in accordance with what I conceive 
to be correct. That clause in the Governor’s 
speech which speaks of our not being fit 
to govern ourselves, Governor Musgrave has 
never said so; if he had I should have taken 
it as personal insult. I say, as a British 
Columbian, I am capable of governing my- 
self, and if we can individually govern our- 
selves it is fair to suppose that the colony, 
as a whole, can govern itself. If you 
had the whole population come-at-able alto- 
gether, so that they could be parallel like 
an army, and you could make them give 
expression to their views, and out of that get 
a government, it might be practicable; but 
instead of that, here we are with a scattered 
population, isolated centres separated from 
each other; the majority are here for the sole 
purpose of making money, and they don’t 
feel that anxiety that has been represented 
about responsible government; they want to 
be governed as cheaply as possible. If I 
am wrong, if it turns out at the polls that 
even a trifling majority are in favor of 
responsible government, they can have it. 
The iron heel of Canada is all nonsense. 
Governor Musgrave is the man we have 
to deal with, and I say that responsible 
government is a relief to any Governor, for 
it comes between him and the people. Gov- 
ernor Musgrave says that it is his (I para- 
phase) my duty with my experience to give 
fair and frank advice to the people; to tell 
them what I think is for their good. If they 
determine differently to my advice the fault 
is with them. Supposing that Governor 
Musgrave had put responsible Government 
in as a condition, and had thrust it upon 
the people, would not the respectable minor- 
ity who are against it have said, or possibly, 
and as I think probably have said, His 
Excellency had acted unwisely. This ques- 
tion has been before the people; they would 
have been justified in jumping at the gilded 
bait of responsible Government if the Gov- 
ernor had not proposed a new system; but 
as he has done so the people will do well 
to consider before they swallow the barbed 
hook that lies under the bait. I desire to 
disclaim speaking in the interest of officials 
their position would, so far as I believe, 
not be injured in any way by the introduc- 


tion of responsible Government. Those 
among them who were commissioned in 
England (I mean the heads of Departments) 
will be rendered so independent that they 
will be above fighting after their own inter- 
ests. I think it unlikely that they will 
remain here. As to the balance of officials, 
if Canada is as liberal now as of old, or as 
liberal as Australia, they will be well pro- 
vided for whether we have responsible Gov- 
ernment or not. Probably they will be 
“utilized,” since that is the term we are 
to use. I claim for the system which His 
Excellency has foreshadowed, that it is more 
suitable to the present circumstances of this 
colony than any other system which can 
be given us. Responsible Government has 
acted well in large communities, but in small 
ones I doubt its efficiency. It is like a 
painted ship on a painted ocean. If it were 
obtained in a small colony like this, there 
would be a constant game of battledore 
and shuttle cock going on—in to-day, out 
to-morrow. Fancy the honourable member 
for Victoria City presiding at the Lands and 
Works Department one day, and I, having 
paid him all the compliments I could, come 
over another day to have an interview with 
the Chief and find that there has been a 
change of Ministry, there is another man in. 
My ideas may be wrong, if so, they can be 
corrected at the polls. If I were a man of 
property, with a large stake in the colony, 
I should decidedly object to responsible 
Government. I have given my opinion 
candidly and honestly. I may never sit at 
this Council Board again. I have given 
my advice to his Excellency, to this Board, 
and to my constituents conscientiously. If I 
am wrong the people will correct me. I 
speak from conviction. No doubt there is 
talent in British Columbia; no doubt there 
is plenty of administrative ability; there are 
many better men than myself, I am very 
sure, and that is one reason that I oppose 
responsible Government. (Laughter.) But 
the main difficulty is that the best men won’t 
come here; the chaff is blown here, the 
wheat remains behind. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. Drake the debate 
was adjourned to Monday. 





Monday, 21st March, 1870. 





Hon. Mr. RING rose to resume the debate, 
and said; Mr. Chairman, I feel assured that 
the House will accord me leave to say a 
few words. There have been submitted for 
the consideration of this House two amend- 
ments, and in the observations of the movers 
two points of argument have been adduced, 
the first founded on supposed reasoning, and 
the second in the way of threats and mili- 
tary argument, grounded on the possibility 
of the government refusing to insert this 
condition. I desire to disengage myself 
from this latter argument. When I hear 
anything tantamount to a threat from the 
people against the Executive I desire to 
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repudiate it. Hon. members who put such 
a picture of warfare before us talk bunkum. 
I address my humble petition to His Excel- 
lency, but if his judgment is against us, I 
say to him stand to your point and do not 
give way to threats; listen to no arguments 
as to what may happen in the nature of 
threats; stand to your points. I say to 
Executive members, don’t yield to threats, 
don’t be moved by them. I support the 
principle of responsible government, but I 
do so constitutionally. I say to Executive 
members, I trust you will yield to reason 
and argument but not to threats. I say we 
can ask for responsible government without 
the leave of the Organic Act; but I say let 
us repudiate all connection with Canada 
until we have secured responsible govern- 
ment; let us not wait till we are surrounded 
by Canadians. With regard to the railway, I 
say that in the life of the youngest amongst 
us we shall not get it; but we must make this 
the main resolution: without responsible 
government let us have no Confederation. 
Better bear the ills we have than fly to 
others that we know not of. Let us not run 
the risk of having to ask Canada for respon- 
sible government. Make it the emphatic 
SINE QUA NON that we must have responsible 
government or no Confederation. 


Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—Out of deference 
to the amendment offered by the hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster, (Mr. Robson,) 
I ask the leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion so that the amendment, the latter 
part of which I like better than my own, may 
stand. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I regret very 
much that a discussion so inapposite, so 
totally unnecessary, should have been forced 
on by the other side of the House at a time 
so inopportune. I am glad that the hon. 
member for Lillooet has withdrawn his 
motion; it leaves the Council to deal with 
the amendment of the hon. member for New 
Westminster, and I deeply regret that the 
hon. gentleman did not accept the invitation 
to give up a special field-day to the dis- 
cussion of responsible government, as sug- 
gested by myself after we had passed clause 
15 of the Terms. This I stated at the time 
the House was quite competent to do. Then 
members on this side of the House might 
have freely joined in the discussion, perhaps 
some might have supported the principle, but 
no! The hon. proposer of the amendment, 
with the light of battle in his eye, had 
refused every suggestion; and afterwards, 
when he began to find out his mistake, it 
was too late, there was nothing for it but to 
go on. The melée had begun; the glove is 
down; the visors are closed, and the lists 
barred. It cannot be put off. If the hon. 
member for New Westminster had been 
opposed to responsible government he could 
not have devised a course more adapted, than 
mixing up the question with terms, for 
shelving responsible government for the 
session. One point which requires special 
notice and correction is that nearly all speak- 
ers during the debate seem to think that the 


Governor alone could grant any alteration 
of Constitution that may be _ required, 
merely for the asking, but this is a mistake; 
he cannot. The Constitution can only be 
changed by the same power that created it— 
the Imperial Parliament and the Queen in 
Council. The Governor can only recom- 
mend. It is for the Home Government to 
say what the change shall be. As to the able 
speech of the hon. member for New West- 
minster, the eloquence of which I was forced 
to applaud in spite of myself, it was an argu- 
ment based upon fallacious premises through- 
out, asserting that we should only have a 
representative majority of one, which could 
only lead to a false conclusion, and I take it 
that the hon. member is in favor of respon- 
sible government as a SINE QUA NON, else 
why all this tall talking of blood, wading 
knee deep in blood, why this encouragement 
of rebellion, in defence of our rights and 
the like, and yet I understood the hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster to say that he 
does not make responsible government a 
SINE QUA NON for Confederation. 

Hon. Mr. RospsoN—I said nothing of the 
kind. I do not choose to state whether or 
not I would make it a SINE QUA NON. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I have an 
accurate recollection, and have a note of it, 
and I ask the hon. member to state whether 
he will make it a SINE QUA NON. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I understood 
the hon. member for New Westminster to 
say that Confederation would not be satis- 
factory to the colony without responsible 
government, but that he would not pledge 
himself to make it a SINE QUA NON. 

Hon. Mr. RospsoN—lI said further that I 
did not pledge myself that the people would 
not. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I then under- 
stand that the honorable member for New 
Westminster puts it not as a SINE QUA NON. 

Hon. Mr. RopsoN—No, Mr. Chairman, I 
never said that. I will not be placed in such 
a position. I refuse to have such an issue 
forced upon us. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL—Either the honor- 
able member puts it one way or the other; 
one of two opposites must be true. I can 
quite understand, and must prefer the direct 
and simple issue of the honorable member 
for Victoria District, for immediate respon- 
sible Government in any case, either with or 
without confederation. I say, sir, that the 
question is in no way connected with the 
discussion of this clause. 

I say that responsible Government ought 
not to be considered until after the Council 
is reconstituted with an increased representa- 
tion, as shadowed forth in his Excellency’s 
speech. I have said that we shall have the 
sole control of the matter in our own hands 
if we have confederation. I say we, because 
I identify myself with this country. I speak 
on this matter as a citizen. I say that if we 
have confederation we shall have an oppor- 
tunity of getting responsible Government. 
If we have no Confederation then we shall 
have increased representation, and under 
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that we can get responsible Government if 
the country as a unit goes for it. Honorable 
members are complicating this question. I 
cannot imagine that it was the intention of 
the honorable member for New Westminster 
to complicate the question. I have too much 
respect for him to allow myself to suppose 
so; it is impossible; and that he wished to 
force a negative, is equally impossible. It 
is an error of judgment in my opinion. If 
it had been left to the Council separately it 
would have left honorable members more at 
liberty to consider the question freely. I 
was, in common with other members carried 
away in admiration of the outburst of ora- 
tory of the honorable member. But there 
was an allusion—a warning. It is said that 
it was not a threat; but there was talk of 
shouldering muskets, and of blood and blood- 
shed, as if that was the proper way to get 
civil rights. I protest against these threats, 
these turgid speeches which oppress the ears 
of those who wish to listen to argument and 
reason. As to the opposition of the Govern- 
ment members it arises from no dislike to 
the system on the part of the head of the 
Executive. Responsible Government inter- 
poses a barrier between the people and the 
Governor, which is most useful to the Gover- 
nor. I say that we are not in a position to 
take advantage of responsible Government. 
If the country thinks it necessary or desir- 
able what is there to prevent our getting it 
when we choose to ask for it. The honorable 
member for New Westminster himself told 
us that the Imperial Government were al- 
ways ready to step in, and yet he hints at 
violence and disturbance. When the honor- 
able Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works proposed a resolution last session, 
which was seconded by myself, with respect 
to a change in the Constitution, asking for 
a Council with a majority of one of repre- 
sentative members, honorable members said 
we don’t want the change, and voted it down. 
If we had secured this we should have been 
a step further in advance than we are in 
constitutional progress. I say we must hesi- 
tate before any body constituted as this 
Council is, can pass resolutions of such a 
nature. Any such resolutions ought to ex- 
press the full and deliberate opinions of the 
country. As to the special merits of respon- 
sible Government itself, it is hardly neces- 
sary to argue it here at such an inopportune 
time. I shall therefore merely say that I 
think it totally inapplicable at present to the 
circumstances of British Columbia, where 
population is so sparse, and lies at the cir- 
cumference of a circle which contains an 
area of 300,000 square miles, and where 
representation is so difficult that the form 
suggested would be the most expensive that 
could be adopted, and instead of preventing 
agitation will be likely to increase it. Much 
of the population is alien, and in any case 
this Council is not the proper body to pass 
upon it. If, however, the country is of a 
different opinion they can say so at the polls, 
and there is no power can prevent their 
getting responsible Government. But I 
would ask what makes the system so particu- 


larly attractive to honorable members who 
advocate it? We are told that it is solely, 
because it will be good for the colony, but 
there is no attempt to prove the proposition 
that has been set up. Another thing strikes 
me as coming with a very bad grace from 
those who support this recommendation. It 
presupposes a distrust of Canada, and as- 
sumes that men of the large experience of 
Canadian Statesmen, and so reliable as they 
are, are not to be trusted to yield to a general 
cry from the country for enlarged represen- 
tative institutions. I don’t think that this is 
the time to go into the question. I say, then, 
that whenever responsible Government is 
wanted it can be had. I need hardly refer 
to the position of official members in this 
matter. The terms already passed by the 
House so far as this question is in any way 
connected with Confederation, leave the 
Officials free to express their opinions. I 
must, myself, vote against this recommenda- 
tion, and I press upon the honorable mem- 
bers to do the same in order to prevent the 
complication of the terms with any such 
irrelevant question. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I must en- 
deavor in as few words as possible to state 
the position of the Government members 
upon the subject now before the House. I 
fully understand that it was imperative upon 
some hon. members to bring forward this 
question of responsibility at some period of 
the present session, having advocated it by 
speech and pen as the specific remedy for 
the ills that the colony was laboring under. 
Consistency demanded that the question 
should be brought up by them for discussion; 
it was a logical necessity. Inexorable fate, 
I say, impelled certain hon. members to 
advocate responsible government. I had, 
however, hoped that the hon. members who 
advocated it would have reserved it for 
separate consideration, instead of bringing 
it up as an amendment to this clause now 
under consideration. (Mr. Robson—no, not 
an amendment.) Virtually it is an amend- 
ment. If this clause had prescribed that any 
future alteration in the constitution should 
have been dependent on Canada, then I could 
see the desirability of hon. members on the 
other side of the House taking exception to 
it; but as it is I confess I am at a loss to com- 
prehend their position. Although, as I said 
inexorable fate compelled hon. members to 
bring the subject forward, it is a mistake to 
bring it up in a Council constituted as this 
is, especially when the Governor has so 
distinctly expressed his views in opposition 
to the inauguration of responsible govern- 
ment at the present time. It would surely 
have been much more to the advantage of 
the cause they advocate for hon. members to 
have postponed the consideration of the 
question for the more representative House 
shadowed forth in His Excellency’s speech. 
I say shadowed forth, for on reflection it 
must be plain to all hon. members that His 
Excellency was not in a position to tell 
what the constitution of that House will be. 
He does not know. He has recommended 
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certain changes for Imperial sanction; they 
may or may not be favorably considered. 
His Excellency does, however, tell you that 
the representative element will be larger, 
and I think, therefore, that it would have 
been wiser on the part of the representative 
members who advocate responsible govern- 
ment to have left it to the next Council 
instead of bringing it forward while the 
present resolutions are under discussion. 
The subject, if not positively irrelevant, is 
not connected with this resolution, which 
simply provides, as a matter of form, power 
to change the constitution, in accordance 
with the Organic Act, when the people desire 
it. In common with the hon. Attorney Gen- 
eral, I am surprised that hon. members who 
cordially support Confederation should be 
afraid to trust the Dominion Government 
upon this question. I am surprised at the 
inconsistency of those who tell you that the 
people could not get responsible government 
under Confederation, and that the wishes of 
the people would not be allowed to prevail. 
I am surprised particularly at the hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster expressing any 
doubt upon this subject. I, as an individual 
member of this community, would willingly 
leave the interests of the colony to the 
guardianship of the Canadian Government. 
If I did not think that that Government 
would exercise whatever power it might have 
for the benefit of the people, instead of, as 
suggested by hon. members, for its own 
aggrandisement, I would have no Confedera- 
tion. If under Confederation there would 
be no chance of responsible government, 
how can the hon. member expect to get it 
from a Council constituted as this is? How- 
ever, as the subject has been brought forward 
for discussion, it behoves us to consider 
it upon its merits. There were two proposi- 
tions before the House. The hon. member 
for Lillooet has withdrawn his, which was in 
reality but a vague expression of an abstract 
opinion in favor of responsible government, 
a recommendation in general terms. We 
have now to confine our attention to the 
amendment of the hon. member for New 
Westminster; the preamble of which states 
that Confederation will not be satifactory to 
the people without responsible government. 
The resolution itself although embodying the 
same principle as the one which has been 
withdrawn, contemplates a practical step 
towards obtaining the object recommended, 
by addressing the Governor. The hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster was careful to 
reserve his own opinion, but he was very 
positive that Confederaton without respon- 
sible government would not be acceptable to 
the people. Coming now to the subject and 
matter of the speeches of the two hon. 
members, I find that the arguments of the 
hon. member for Lillooet are simply invec- 
tives, his entire logic is abuse of the Govern- 
ment and the persons composing it. I have 
always understood that assertion is not fact, 
and that invective is not argument. It may 
be that my inability to appreciate the force 
of his remarks arises from my not possessing 





the qualification which he told us was essen- 
tial to a proper understanding of the people 
and the people’s affairs. It may be that I 
have not ‘eaten and drunk and slept with the 
people,’ and cannot, therefore, rightly esti- 
mate the strength of demonstration which 
general and indiscriminate abuse of govern- 
ment officials may convey to some minds. 
As to the hon. member’s earnestness of be- 
lief in his case, his conscientiousness in the 
discharge of his duty to his constituents and 
to the colony, had we ever had any doubt of 
it, his positive and repeated assurances of 
the honesty of his intentions in this matter, 
of his unfaltering determination to do his 
duty to those he represents, must have 
forced conviction upon is. But, while giving 
him full credit for singleness of purpose, I 
must take leave to remark on his singular 
mode of recommending the subject to the 
favorable consideration of this Council, since 
his argument in its favor is to heap general 
accusation and vituperation on the official 
members of this Council, whom he invites 
to join with him by voting in favor of his 
views, to confirm his view of their utter 
baseness and worthlessness. I shall not 
place myself in opposition to such a line of 
argument. But, sir, the argument of the 
hon. member for New Westminster is of a 
very different character. I congratulate 
him and I congratulate the House on the 
manner in which the matter was treated by 
him, and especially as regards the officials. 
I acknowledge the courteous manner in 
which he touched on these points in his 
arguments which affected the members at 
this end of the table. It is inseparable from 
the discussion of this question in this House 
that it must to some extent partake of a 
personal character, it must almost mean a 
vote of want of confidence in Government 
officials. The smallness of the community 
reduces it almost to a question amongst 
individuals, and as the Government members 
have been placed, unnecessarily and inex- 
pediently, as I think, to some extent upon 
their defence, I must speak plainly on some 
points, but in doing so I must deprecate any 
idea of giving offence. I say, then, that re- 
sponsible government is not desirable, and 
is not applicable to this colony at present, 
is practicably unworkable. And here I would 
deprecate the impression which is being so 
studiously instilled into the people of this 
colony concerning what has been said of the 
unfitness of the colony for responsible gov- 
ernment. His Excellency the Governor has 
never said, nor has any member of the Gov- 
ernment ever said that the people are unfit, 
individually, to govern themselves. I say that, 
man for man, this community will compare 
favorably with any people on this coast. 
(Hear, hear, from the Attorney General.) 
Nor is it even the smallness of the population 
that I consider to be the great objection, 
although I admit that this is a drawback; but 
it is the scattered character of that popula- 
tion. It would be practically impossible to 
organise electoral districts so that they should 
properly represent the interests of the separ- 
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ate parts, and of the whole colony. As Vic- 
toria is the centre of wealth, and intelligence 
also if you will, under present circumstances 
the government would be centralized in the 
hands of Victorians, who would thus rule 
the colony, and this would be objectionable 
(Hear, hear from Mr. Holbrook), and I say 
also that there would be a great difficulty in 
getting proper representatives to represent 
the respective districts. I do not agree with 
the hon. member who has stated that only 
the chaff of the people is blown into this 
House, for I say, sir, that this Council, con- 
stituted as it is, has proved that men fit to 
represent the people do come here. Respon- 
sible government will come as a matter of 
course when the community is fit for it, but 
that form of government is not fitted for 
communities in their infancy. It has never 
been so considered. Look abroad into the 
world and you will find large populations 
without responsible government. There is 
no necessity to look far off to see whether the 
Anglo-Saxon race must necessarily have re- 
sponsible government. Look across the 
Straits, where there is a population of, I 
suppose, 30,000 people, and there they have 
neither responsible government nor repre- 
sentative institutions. Look at Oregon, also 
with no representation until the population 
exceeded 45,000. Look at the Red River 
Settlement, also with a population larger 
than ours; they do not apply for responsible 
government. It does not follow according 
to the rule of Anglo-Saxon minds that this 
form of government must prevail. I do not 
think the sort of responsibility which is 
advocated would be suitable to this colony 
at present, or would promote its true inter- 
ests. If I did think it desirable I should be 
found amongst its most cordial advocates, 
as this is a matter open for discussion 
without Government direction. But I think, 
sir, that our present form of Government is 
practically a more real responsibility to the 
people than that proposed by the hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster, this form which 
the hon. member for Lillooet finds it so easy 
to animadvert upon. For we are in reality if 
not directly responsible to the people. We, 
as servants of the Crown, are directly and 
immediately responsible to the Governor, 
and the Governor is responsible to the Queen, 
who is the guardian of the people’s rights. 
This is no mere idea, for the fact of respon- 
sibility has been, over and over again, 
proved. If you have any good grounds of 
complaint you know where to lay them and 
get redress. This responsibility which we 
Owe is more real, less fluctuating, less open 
to doubtful influences, and under it the rights 
of the whole country are secured and pro- 
tected, and not those of the majority to the 
prejudice of the minority, as under the so 
called responsible government, which really 
means party government, advocated so 
warmly by the hon. member for New West- 
minster. Why, sir, the hon. member has 
admitted to you that under that system the 
government of the day might come down to 
pass measures by unfair means. 


Hon. Mr. RopsonN—No, I made use of no 
such words; what were my words? 

Hon. Mr. TrurcH—The hon. member 
said, and I took down his words, that under 
responsible government ‘the government 
might come down to the House and carry 
measures by means not excessively fair.’ I 
say that this cannot occur under the present 
system, that no corruption can be charged 
against this government. I think the House 
is capable of being remodelled. I would 
rather see a larger element of representative 
government in this Council with such a 
majority that the government would have 
no opportunity of passing a measure objec- 
tionable to the people, as understood by their 
representatives; such a majority as I advo- 
cated in a resolution submitted to this 
Council. But the hon. members for New 
Westminster, for Victoria District, and for 
Lillooet, tell you that the people desire re- 
sponsible government, that they must have 
it and will have it. I say, sir, that if they 
do say so, which I very much doubt, it is 
because the population have been educated 
up to it by those who have agitated the 
subject through the Press and through 
speeches; some no doubt press for it from 
conviction, and some with a view to serving 
their own ends, but I believe, sir, that what 
the people really want is such an administra- 
tion of the government as will tend to bring 
back prosperity to the colony. You are 
told that the present officials have no sym- 
pathy with the people, that they are not of 
the people, that they move in a different 
sphere, and constitute a class by themselves. 
Is this true—or is it not rather the fact that 
persons who have ends to serve have put 
us in a class by ourselves? The hon. mem- 
ber says that the hands of the benefactors 
of the people must be callous with labor. 
Who, I ask, are those throughout the world 
who have labored most for the people by 
speech and pen? I say that the great states- 
men who have done most to advance the 
truest interests of the people, have not 
sprung from the ranks of those whom the 
hon. member classes as the people. The 
hon. member for New Westminster says that 
the present government officials are well 
enough, able and honest but that they can- 
not enjoy the confidence of the people be- 
cause they are not THEIR Officials, they are 
not elected by them. And, be as able as we 
might, and as honest and work as we might, 
and do what we might for the people’s good, 
we could not gain their confidence because 
we are not directly responsible to them. 
And the hon. member sympathized with us 
for the position! Now, sir, if it be true, 
as he says, that the government have not 
the confidence of the community when, he 
says, they deserve it, whose is the fault? 
I say, sir, it is the fault of those who, by 
voice and pen, have for years sedulously 
prejudiced the public mind of this com- 
munity against that government, not by 
pointing out faults to be remedied, but 
by general and indiscriminate fault finding, 
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descending to personal abuse, and even to 
the verge of scurrility. We have striven 
to do our duty. Hon. members do not 
advance arguments, but content themselves 
with saying that we are unpopular. I tell 
you why: If false impressions have gone 
abroad on this point let the responsibility 
of those impressions rest where it ought, 
for I say that it has been the business of 
certain persons to prejudice the public mind 
against government officials; let them settle 
the question of motives with their own 
consciences and with the people. If the 
Officials in this House occupied the positions 
which would be held by officials under party 
government, I could understand the per- 
sistent course of opposition offered by some 
members present; but when I see the changed 
position, that there is no responsible govern- 
ment, and that our mouths are closed and 
our pens cannot be used in self-defence, I 
feel that we have been struck in a cowardly 
manner, and let the public defend the 
motives of those who have attacked us. 
I invite all in this House or out of it to aid 
us to carry out the government, and to act 
in a reasonable way in promoting the general 
interests of the colony. Whether we are to 
have responsible government or not I don’t 
know. I feel that it will come in good time, 
when the circumstances of the colony are 
so changed as to admit of its adoption—I 
think sooner with Confederation than with- 
out it—but whether we have it or not, I 
ask hon. members to assist us instead of 
endeavoring to complicate matters and retard 
the progress of the colony. I ask them to 
give us some credit for good intentions. 
Now, sir, one remark in conclusion: the hon. 
member for New Westminster, in his power- 
ful oration, has not only allured us with the 
prospects of popularity under responsible 
government, but he has, I will not say 
threatened, but warned us of the result of 
our opposing him in this matter. He tells 
us that unless responsible government be 
conceded the cause of Confederation will be 
ruined, that the people would not have Con- 
federation without responsible government, 
this in fact is embodied in the preamble of 
his resolution. Sir, I have cordially sup- 
ported Confederation because I honestly 
believe that it will be for the benefit of the 
local interests of this community as well 
as for the security and consolidation of 
Imperial interests; but I believe that this 
community is not ready for responsible gov- 
ernment; I will not, therefore, do what I 
consider wrong that good may come; I will 
not vote for responsible government for the 
sake of gaining Confederation. I, for one, 
say, if the people won’t have Confederation 
without responsible government, if they re- 
gard responsible government as the main 
object of Confederation, if they do not 
appreciate the real advantages of Confedera- 
tion, let Confederation wait a while. The 
Governor has sent down resolutions which 
he thinks can be carried out, and we hold 
that, whether under Confederation or not, 





this matter of responsible government will 
ultimately have to be settled by the vote of 
the people. When the proper time comes 
we shall, I say, as a matter of course, have 
responsible government, and that time will 
arrive sooner under Confederation than with- 
out it. I trust the Dominion Government; 
I do not think they will go against the will 
of the people. I believe that in this, as in 
other matters, if they exercise influence at 
all, it will be for the good of the country. 
A government of liberal institutions cannot 
be expected to oppose the wishes of the 
people in proper and reasonable matters. 
Responsible government ought not to be a 
condition of Confederation, and I say that 
in these resolutions it is very properly left 
to be settled in a new and more fully Rep- 
resentative Council, which the Governor has 
told us he is going to obtain Imperial sanction 
to establish. But if Confederation is to 
depend on this question of responsible gov- 
ernment then I say let it be the test also of 
the reality of the supporters of Confedera- 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. RopsoN—I expect the privilege 
of a general reply, but I desire to explain, 
now, that the Hon. Chief Commissioner has 
made an unfair use of what I said about 
“horny hands and patched garments.” I 
disclaim having used it in that connection 
attributed to me; his remarks are unfair. 


Hon. Mr. WALKEM—I think on an im- 
portant question of this kind every member 
should give a reason for his vote. I have 
given the matter great consideration, and 
had intended entering somewhat fully into 
the discussion, but the Hon. Chief Com- 
missioner has anticipated me. I have been 
utterly astonished as I listened to what fell 
from him. I entirely coincide with him in 
his argument and in his views. Indeed, I 
can hardly help thinking that either he has 
copied my notes or I his. I must congratu- 
late myself on coming to this conclusion. On 
the same grounds I ccngratulate the House 
on the good temper, good taste, intelligence 
and ability with which this question has 
been launched for discussion. The main 
speech for the honorable member for Vic- 
toria District did not deign to express his 
views, has been that of the honorable mem- 
ber for New Westminster. As I listened to 
that speech, sir, one of the best ever uttered 
in this House, I almost felt that for five 
long years I had been wrong, he almost 
made a convert of me, but upon looking a 
little more closely into it I find that it is 
based upon false premises; his arguments 
are fallacious, and his conclusions wrong. 
The honorable member says that responsible 
Government is a principle which may be 
applied either to the Great Eastern or to a 
dairy churn, or to a lady’s watch; that it is 
a principle capable of being carried out by 
three, or three hundred. This is utterly 
incorrect; it is not a principle but a form, 
one element of which is responsibility to the 
people. It is a form adopted by the people, 
but it does not follow as a matter of induc- 
tion that it can be used or carried out in 


534 21 MARCH 1870 


every place or by every community. In 
1837 the rebellion in Canada for the purpose 
of acquiring responsible Government took 
place. The rebellion was raised and the 
question agitated simply for changing the 
form of Government. What was the popula- 
tion? It was in the neighborhood of 2,000,- 
000 in 1837, and of 2,500,000 in 1861. 
Look at the difference of the population of 
this colony, after deducting the aliens and 
females, there is scarcely a voting popula- 
tion through the whole colony of 3,000. 
Have the whole country mapped out and 
show me how much further the Governor 
can go in usefully extending the representa- 
tion. We have nine members, and out of 
these nine, under responsible Government, 
we should have to elect a Colonial Secretary, 
an Attorney General, a Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works, and probably two other 
Cabinet Ministers, altogether five in office 
and four struggling for power. Make the 
whole number eighteen and you then have 
a constant struggle for power, a struggle such 
as we have not had in this colony before, 
and such as I hope we shall not see. There 
are virtually two ends of the colony which 
represent all the wealth and property of the 
community, Victoria and Cariboo. Cariboo 
would be contending for the repeal of road 
tolls, and Victoria would be contending that 
they ought to be paid. It may be said that 
these general questions of taxation will be 
left to the Dominion Government, but there 
are many other subjects which will create 
differences between the two ends of the 
colony. The honorable member for New 
Westminster says if we go in without respon- 
sible Government we shall go in with agita- 
tion. Does any one believe that if we had 
responsible Government to-morrow, poli- 
ticians will have no subject on which to 
agitate. Political agitation will never cease. 
Let us go further. As the honorable Chief 
Commissioner says we have the United 
States advocating responsible Government, 
and that form of it which is said to be the 
best in theory, a form in reality democratic, 
but the people are not educated to the extent 
of the principle itself. Americans are averse 
not only to granting small but large terri- 
tories, the freedom which we now ask. They 
say. “You shall be a Territory until you are 
properly educated.” For instance, there is 
Washington Territory, with a population of 
27,000, sends a Delegate to Congress, who 
has no vote. Dakota, another Territory has 
been refused admission as a state until it has 
a population larger than it now possesses. I 
am just reminded about Alaska, which is 
not even a territory yet. General Thomas 
reported against giving it any other than a 
military form of Government. How can we 
then expect responsible Government with 
our population. I know that there are hon- 
orable members wavering; their interests tells 
them to vote one way, their conscience points 
to another. I say, vote according to your 
conscience. I say that a village can never 
have responsible Government. I maintain 
that it would prove a curse through the agi- 


tation that would follow instead of a blessing. 
I coincide with the honorable member for 
New Westminster as to what he says as to 
callous hands. I believe there are men with 
tattered garments in the upper country quite 
capable of giving a sensible vote upon all 
questions likely to come before a Council 
in this colony, but we find that they have too 
much to do, they have no time for politics, 
they have to earn their own bread. I believe 
that the honorable member for Cariboo has 
uttered the true sentiments of the great ma- 
jority of the district. I do not believe that 
Cariboo is favorable to responsible Govern- 
ment. These gentlemen with the patched 
garments and callous hands have the same 
opportunity that the member for New West- 
minster has had of coming into the House. 
He has told us with pride of his hard work 
as a pioneer on the Fraser river, and to-day 
we hear him advocating with most eloquent 
language, his views upon this great question. 
His voice has had much to do with shaping 
the councils of this House, and I ask, are 
these doors shut to any man in the colony 
of equal talent with the honorable gentleman 
who can be found willing to devote their 
time to the service of their country? I do 
not feel in the servile position of being 
obliged to vote one way or the other. I am 
as free to vote as the honorable member 
himself. I shall give my vote to the best of 
my ability. I believe that no compulsion 
has been brought to bear upon any member 
of this House, official or otherwise. The 
latter part of the speech of the honorable 
gentleman (Mr. Robson) is hardly worthy 
of the former. It contains language which 
I am very sorry he has used, language which 
makes me believe that it is not from convic- 
tion, but that it is intended to go forth to 
the world to stir up the people; excellent 
stump oratory, if, without intending the 
slightest disrespect I may use the term. I 
believe it is not the wish of the property 
owners of Victoria to have responsible Gov- 
ernment. Do you suppose, sir, that property 
Owners are going, willingly, to intrust their 
interests to persons of whom they know 
nothing? I do not dread professional poli- 
ticians, I believe they are as useful as any 
other professional men in their way, but I 
say, as a fact, there are no politicians here 
with the exception of those who have devoted 
their time to politics. Why, I ask, is there 
so great an antipathy to leaving this question 
for the people to decide at the polls? “Give 
us,” says the other side, “an opportunity of 
educating ourselves, so that our mistakes, 
when made, may be remedied.” I say that 
there is no better education than this Council 
in which honorable members have education 
before they come to responsible Government, 
for under the scheme foreshadowed by the 
Governor, the position will be very little 
inferior to responsible Government. Depend 
upon it, if the Canadian Government think 
we can manage responsible Government they 
will give it to us, they will be glad to get rid 
of the question. I say, however, this ques- 
tion is being agitated at an inopportune time. 
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I, for one would not consent to trust my 
interests to any such change. I do not 
believe in the present form of Government, 
but if the form foreshadowed by the Gover- 
nor be carried out, it will give the people a 
system very little inferior, as I have said, to 
responsible Government, and infinitely more 
workable. I trust that honorable members 
will give due weight to the remarks of other 
speakers who have preceded me upon this 
question, and will well consider their votes. 

Hon. Mr. DrakE—Mr. Chairman, I have 
a strong objection to this clause being 
inserted; it never ought to have been in the 
terms. It presumes that this colony is willing 
to go into Confederation with the form of 
Government that we have at present; it 
seems to have been put in as a sop to Can- 
ada; it ought to have been left out. I cannot 
see why it was inserted, or what advantage 
it can possibly be to us. If we go into Con- 
federation bound hand and foot with the 
same form of government as now, we shall 
have no power to change the form. We shall 
then have Canada as a Queen Regnant; we 
shall then have an Executive who will if so 
directed, vote against responsible govern- 
ment. This colony would be a preserve for 
Canadian statesmen and Canadian patronage; 
we shall be no more advanced then than now. 
Without going into argument I may be 
pardoned, I trust, if I quote three proposi- 
tions of John Stuart Mill on responsible 
government. First, ‘Do the people require 
it; or are they unwilling to accept it?’ We 
are told that this has not been made a ques- 
tion; I deny this statement. It has been 
made a question, more or less, in Victoria at 
every election; every election depends more 
or less on this point. Second, ‘Are the 
people willing to take the burdens which are 
imposed on them by such a form?’ I say 
that we have the answer to this proposition 
in the fact of there being people willing to 
come here where they are practically use- 
less. Do not persons come forward to 
represent the people? A very large majority 
of the people take part in every election. 
Third, ‘Are the people willing and able to 
do that which will enable the government to 
perform its functions properly?’ This I 
contend is the condition of the colony. The 
main argument of the Chief Commissioner 
in his very able speech, a broad argument 
and very well put is that the population is 
scattered. I say this argument cannot be 
used with effect. We are told that the Gov- 
ernment would fall into the hands of Vic- 
toria as the centre of population and wealth; 
no great harm if it did. Victoria is depend- 
ent upon all parts of the colony and they on 
her; the interests are identical. Another 
objection that has been raised is that we can- 
not get men of proper intelligence and quali- 
fications for positions of honour and trust. 
Looking round this council board we see 
men who have come out to this colony to 
make their own fortunes and homes; out 
of them the present members of the Govern- 
ment have been chosen, and out of our 
present population there can be found an 


equal number of men who can properly 
fulfil the duties of the Government. I can- 
not see that it is impossible to find proper 
men. If we find men willing to sit in this 
Council now we shall find plenty ready and 
anxious to share in the burdens of responsi- 
ble government. The sufficiency or insuf- 
ficiency of population is not an element in 
this question. The United States has been 
pointed out to us as an example. I say 
there is no responsible government in the 
United States, it is an absolute despotic 
democracy, absolutely irresponsible to the 
people except once in four years. There is 
no such thing as responsibility in the form 
of government of the United States, the only 
means of getting rid of a minister is by 
impeachment. The hon. member for Cari- 
boo, in his rambling speech, gives us no 
new argument against responsible govern- 
ment; he certainly reiterated much that was 
forcibly put forward by the hon. Chief 
Commissioner. I can well believe that the 
wheat was left at Cariboo and the chaff 
came here. 

Hon. Mr. HumMpureys—Sir, I have lis- 
tened to the speeches of the hon. Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works and to 
the hon. Government Nominee, and I find 
them difficult to answer because there is so 
little in them; the only way would be to 
have them printed and read them, they 
carry their answers with them. One hon. 
member says that it rests on numbers; I 
say that intelligence is the only qualification 
for responsible government; numbers have 
nothing to do with it. If I err I am proud 
in erring with some of the greatest men that 
England ever produced. The hon. Chief 
Commissioner has admitted that the popula- 
tion, taken man for man, is equal to that 
of any country. Then I say we have the 
proper qualification; let us have practical 
and not theoretical means of governing. 
What is really the case? Under the present 
form of government the people have to pay 
for the privilege and benefit of a few 
gentlemen sitting round this board. Take 
away this form of government and make it 
more liberal, and what is the danger? All 
the civil wars and troubles have not arisen 
from the uneducated, but from the ambition 
of these so called educated classes. The 
people have been the Conservatives who 
came forward to keep the country going; 
take away the so-called intelligent and edu- 
cated classes and it will be no great loss, 
the laboring classes can always supply men 
to fill their places; but take away the 
working classes and you kill the world, the 
educated classes cannot fill their places. In 
my opinion, sir, the people want practical 
reality. They have endured too long the 
law’s delay and the insolence of those in 
office. Why should we come here, year after 
year, to ask for a change in the form of 
Government? I think that responsible gov- 
ernment should be a SIN QUA NON of Con- 
federation. I shall move an amendment 
to that effect. 
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Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN‘—Great heavens! 
what terrible things are said and done in 
the name of the people. To hear hon. 
members talk one would think that they 
were the people, but the people are quiet 
while hon. members are very loud. I intend 
to support the Government; I do not mean 
to say much for or against. I take the 
position that the people can have responsible 
government when they want it, and their 
representatives ought to be satisfied to take 
it when the people really and seriously ask 
for it. Responsible government has been 
one of the watchwords of a certain set of 
politicians who wanted to bring on Con- 
federation, government of from for and by 
the people, without regard to the material 
interests of the Colony—this means govern- 
ment by politicians. These gentlemen will 
sacrifice every benefit to the Colony for 
responsible government. Confederation to 
me means terms; to them it means pickings, 
office, place and power. This will be rep- 
resented I am well aware, as being the result 
of being in the Executive Council; it is 
said that there is a great difference between 
the atmosphere of the two Councils. I 
acknowledge it. There with closed doors 
people speak the truth without any aD CAP- 
TANDUM arguments addressed to the galler- 
ies; there people can state what their opinions 
really are; here popularity has to be sought. 
We are told that the people will fight 
for responsible Government. That is mere 
nothing—words only. The honourable mem- 
ber for New Westminster in his able speech 
erected a very handsome structure, but like 
most fancy structures, it will be a very 
expensive one. He wants a Government 
like Ontario, that is a Government of one 
House, with eighty members. For a Goy- 
ernment of that kind not less than forty 
or fifty would be absolutely necessary. 


Hon. Mr. Ropson—TI never said like that 
of Ontario, but that we wanted the principle 
of responsible Government as existing in 
Ontario. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Then why not 
bring in a scheme embodying it? The true 
principles of responsible Government can 
only exist satisfactorily with forty or fifty 
members in the House. It would cost very 
little short of $20,000 per annum. That out 
of the very small amount we are to get from 
Canada would reduce the amount likely to 
be available for public works to a fraction. 
You must have a large number to work 
responsible Government, or more properly 
speaking, party Government. If we are to 
have it, I would not have the heads of 
Departments responsible to the people, at 
least not the working heads; if any head of 
a Department is to be responsible to the 
people, let it be the political head; but I 
would make the working heads of Depart- 
ments permanent. I have found from my 
experience of the old Vancouver Island 
House of Assembly, that policy frequently 
changes and turns round. The same thing 
would happen under responsible Govern- 


ment. If I wished to oppose Confederation 
I believe that I could not do a better thing 
towards effecting my object than to vote 
for responsible Government, but I want to 
see the more material wants advanced by 
Confederation. I know that material in- 
terests were not the pivot, but that it was 
place, patronage and office that was wanted. 
With regard to the present system of Gov- 
ernment, it is very easy to say that it is 
bad, but I have listened to all the speeches 
and have not heard one word of practical 
fault-finding with the present government— 
merely the assumption that the people desire 
change. This desire for change they have 
been educated to. I acknowledge many 
faults in the past, but we have now a new 
Executive, and we are promised a change 
in the form of government; but this is apart 
from Confederation altogether. It appears 
to me that the first thing we have to arrange 
is the money question, to get our material 
interests first settled, to make sure that this 
colony should be pecuniarily better off, to 
make the question of Confederation now 
turn upon material interest and not allow 
our material interests to be jeopardized by 
a cry for responsible government, not allow 
responsible government to be the sauce to 
make the public swallow bad and unprofit- 
able terms. All members have acknowledged. 
that ‘money’ is the basis of all governments; 
let us get that money. I would not have 
the public vote for responsible government 
and forget or put in the background, the 
money. Place the question upon material 
terms and the colony will demand profitable 
terms; but mix it up with responsible gov- 
ernment and you get a divided opinion upon 
it, and those who think responsible govern- 
ment everything will vote for that to the 
exclusion of any terms, or, at all events, 
with unprofitable terms. There are doubtless, 
many who hope to live upon responsible 
government, but, sir, responsible government 
is not food and raiment. The people can 
live without responsible government but they 
cannot live upon it. Give them food and 
raiment first, the rest will follow in natural 
succession. These few words will give you 
my reasons for consenting to the arrange- 
ment proposed in the conditions. More 
than this, I am not pledged to responsible 
government, but I am pledged to representa- 
tive institutions. The latter have been 
granted. My mission thus far is fulfilled. 
I have always asserted that we must take 
our steps to responsible government grad- 
ually. Having representative institutions, 
we can go on to the other. No one ever 
stated that the people were unfit to govern 
themselves; all acknowledge that they have 
talent enough. But this I do assert, that 
thus far the people have shown an unwilling- 
ness to govern themselves—have taken but 
little interest in the matter. It is not that 
they are unfit, but unwilling; they prefer 
looking after their own business; it pays 
them better. I need not refer to the difficulty 
of getting members, and doubtless some of 
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us sit here from that cause, and it is no 
doubt true as has been said that better could 
have been found outside. If you have 
responsible government it will fall into the 
hands of those who wish to make a living 
by it. No one has said that it would be 
economical—it would not be so. It would 
require at least thirty members to carry on 
party government, for six weeks at least 
every year, or $150 per diem for 36 days, 
which would amount to $5,400 and then 
the mileage would come to as much more, 
say, altogether $10,000. Add to these the 
salaries of the political heads, say five at 
$2,000 per annum, and then you have the 
nice little sum of $20,000 a year. Then, I 
suppose, each Minister would require a pen- 
sion when he went out. The real executive 
officers would remain then as now, and 
would have to be paid nearly as much as 
at present. The truth is there would be a 
great difficulty in getting members, and with- 
out a large body of members it could not 
be carried on. You would find that the 
best men would avoid politics, and soon 
there would be very great corruption. There 
is a great deal of talk about voting away 
the people’s money, but it must be borne in 
mind that a part of that money, under Con- 
federation will come from Canada, and she 
will have a right to see it properly ex- 
pended. There is also a great deal of talk 
about hon. official members voting their 
own salaries, but would not the same thing 
be done under responsible government? Have 
not hon. representative members voted them- 
selves salaries this present session? Hon. 
members say that if responsible government 
is not granted we will agitate. I thought 
that everybody was so much in favor of it 
that the people would rise, if it were not 
included in the terms, that there would be 
employment for every gunsmith in Victoria; 
and yet we are told ‘we will agitate’. 

Hon. Mr. RopsoN—I never said that: I 
said that the people would agitate. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—It is much the 
same thing; the agitators will ‘beat the bush’ 
once more, and they will perhaps be driving 
the birds for other people once again, if the 
people really desire responsible government. 
Why is there any necessity for all this agita- 
tion? I admit that many of the people of 
Victoria desire it, and think that it can be 
carried out. Ask the scattered districts in 
the country and they will tell you that they 
do not know or care about it, political opin- 
ion does not run high in the colony. I 
intend to support the government upon this 
clause, but I leave myself perfectly free to 
vote for responsible government if I think 
proper. I want to secure the material 
interests of the colony. Let the people say 
whether those material interests will be bene- 
fited by Confederation, but not mix up the 
question of responsible government with it. 
I am perfectly willing to abide by the deci- 
sion of the people on responsible govern- 
ment, and on Confederation on Terms, 
separately. My sole desire is to see this 
country materially benefited if the people 


want responsibility I will not say nay, but 
we must have good terms. At the polls 
responsible government might carry Con- 
federation with very different terms. I am 
perfectly certain that the Government have 
acted wisely in not allowing the terms to be 
clogged with responsible government. I say 
don’t let responsible government take the 
place of material benefits. 

Hon. Dr. CARRALL—Sir—I rise to take 
exception to what the hon. and learned 
member for Victoria City said about being 
bound hand and foot to Canada. In my 
reinarks he can find no efforts to catch votes, 
and no clap trap addressed to the galleries, 
but I advocate what may be unpopular from 
conviction. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—Sir—I agree with the 
hon. Chief Commissioner that it is a pity 
that this question has been brought up now, 
for I had made up my mind to vote for 
responsible government in its entirety, but 
the hon. member for New Westminster put 
the question to the hon. Attorney General, 
who said it must go on. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I said that as 
the hon. member for New Westminster and 
others insisted upon opening the discussion 
it must go on. 

Hon. Mr. Rospson—lI felt regret that it 
should be brought up now but when I asked 
if we could put it off, the hon. Attorney 
General said it was too late. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I offered the 
hon. members for New Westminster and 
Lillooet every opportunity for discussing 
the important question upon a day to be set 
apart for the purpose. 

Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS—What I did was 
in consequence of what the hon. Attorney 
General said at the commencement of the 
debate, he invited recommendations, other- 
wise I should not have put my notice on the 
board. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—It was fully impressed 
on my mind that the question should not be 
mixed up with the terms. I am astonished 
at the charge against representative members 
of trying to force this question upon the 
House at an inopportune time. I will leave 
it to the government to say whether it shall 
be left for another day or go on. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I say, again, 
now the debate has begun, now the gauntlet 
is down, the debate must go on. 

Hon. Mr. RospsoNn—Sir, this course is 
most unfair on the part of the government 
members. Let the House decide whether it 
will go on with this question now or post- 
pone it. It seems to me that the hon. Attor- 
ney General is resorting to a parliamentary 
manceuvre in forcing this matter on. It is 
a matter that representative members only 
ought to vote on. We shall have a large 
majority of representative members on this 
question and that is all we want. I say that 
the Attorney General did not fairly answer 
my question as to whether, by passing this 
resolution, we should shut the door to fur- 
ther discussion of the question during the 
present session. 
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Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I should 
now object to the resolution being with- 
drawn, as the question has been discussed 
let us take the decision upon it, it would 
be unwise to postpone the question. 

Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—I think, sir, the 
matter cannot now be postponed, let us 
fight it out and have done with it. 

Hon. Mr. RospsoN—lI say, sir, that this 
debate may be postponed, and if the govern- 
ment vote is given against the postponement 
we shall know the reason. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—The hon. Chief Com- 
missioner said that he should take an adverse 
vote on this resolution as a vote of want of 
confidence. I don’t want that. Won’t hon. 
government members help us? 

Hon. Dr. CaRRALL—The opposition say 
that the government ought not to have put 
such a resolution on the terms. Let us take 
that issue. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—It was not my desire 
to hamper the government; I desired to give 
a hearty support to the government, and, at 
the same time, to do my duty to my con- 
stituents. I have never felt the weight of 
responsibility as I feel it to-day: I feel that 
I am about casting a vote which will affect 
for weal or woe the destiny of this fine 
Province. I am convinced that if a majority 
of the elected members of this Council vote 
‘aye’ to-day on this question, responsible 
government will be inaugurated conjointly 
with Confederation. It is beyond a question 
that the intelligent portion of the community 
are in favor of responsible government, but 
there is a grave question in regard to its 
adaptation to the colony. The words coming 
from His Excellency are worthy of careful 
consideration. They contain strong reasons 
against the introduction of responsible gov- 
ernment. Public opinion is not settled on 
the Island. The hon. senior member for 
Victoria city has shown in his remarks that 
there is a great want of settled principle in 
the colony. The principal men of Victoria 
are averse to taking upon themselves the 
duties and labor of legislating for the coun- 
try. Men of standing and wealth stand 
aloof. The merchants, manufacturers and 
professional men take no interest in the 
matter of legislation. There is a great diffi- 
culty in getting good representative men. 
There are, I admit, many good reasons which 
might be urged against the measure, and 
I have no doubt that dissatisfaction, to some 
extent may ensue. I agree with the Com- 
missioner of Lands and Works, in his re- 
marks about the press influencing the public 
unfavorably to the government, but the 
blame is not in the press but in that system 
of government which keeps the rulers silent. 
The members of the government ought to 
be in a position to defend themselves both 
by pen and speech. I have glanced at a few 
reasons against the admission of responsible 
government, but I will now look at the other 
side. Look at the fact of all the larger sub- 
jects, under union, being dealt with by the 
Federal power. This fact of itself is as 
strong an argument as we need. What hon. 
member can go to his constituents and tell 


them that he thinks the local business of this 
colony could be managed better at Ottawa 
than it can be by ourselves? The official 
members of this government will no doubt 
avail themselves of the retiring pension, and 
appointees from Ottawa will take their 
places. Will these latter officials have to be 
pensioned off by this colony when we adopt 
responsible government? This is a strong 
objection to entering the union under a 
system like the present. This colony may be 
asked to pension another set of officials. 
Will the people be satisfied with this sort of 
government if we are to have appointees 
from Ottawa? There are a class of men who 
oppose Confederation on this ground. They 
would prefer remaining as they are, with the 
officials nominated from Downing Street, 
rather than from Ottawa. It is often asserted 
that this colony is not ready. How long 
are we to wait? Canada was told the same 
story when she had a population of 600,000. 
All the other Provinces were told the same 
thing. Must we wait for such an increase, 
or must we fight as did Canada? Throw us 
on our own resources as a colony and we 
will soon learn valuable lessons in the sci- 
ence of government. There were gentlemen 
of good families and of good education, 
who came here in early days, who had never 
suffered privations of any sort before they 
came here; sent out to make fortunes, or, 
at all events, homes for themselves; their 
roughing it was rough indeed, bad news had 
come from the mines, the avenues of trade 
were closed, there were no agricultural pur- 
suits for them to turn to, the consequence 
was that they had to lie round hotels; after 
failing to get government employment, for 
which, as a matter of course, they applied, 
some kept bars whilst waiting for remit- 
tances. The reason was that they never had 
been taught self-reliance; we shall be in the 
same position if we are constantly to have 
rulers from England, or Canada, but throw 
us ON Our Own resources and we shall suc- 
ceed. Self-reliance is the best means of 
education in politics as in anything else. If 
our rulers are sent us from England or 
Ottawa we will always lack self-reliance. 
Self-reliance is written on every line of the 
“British North American Act.” Rely upon 
yourselves, is the cry of the people of Eng- 
land. It is better to grapple with the diffi- 
culties now when the issues are small and 
comparatively unimportant, and should we 
make blunders they will not be so serious 
when our interests are small; and for what 
errors we do commit, the consequences will 
fall upon ourselves. We will, no doubt, 
blunder at first and there may be chaff 
blown here. If responsible government will 
bring the scum to the top, dross will go to 
the bottom. The scum will be ladled off— 
the chaff will be blown away by the breath 
of public opinion. The Governor’s promise 
of a majority will not satisfy the people, and 
we should therefore, urge upon His Excel- 
lency to give us responsible government. 
I am not in favor, however, of making that 
condition a SINE QUA NON of Confederation. 
I would accept Confederation with good 
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terms, even without responsible government. 
There may be a few arguments against it, 
but there are many in its favor. Under no 
circumstances would I like Confederation 
and responsible government to go to the 
polls together. I hope the people will sever 
the two. Let us have Confederation and 
we shall get responsible government. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—lIn rising to address 
myself to the motion now before this Com- 
mittee, I do so with a double object: I feel 
myself challenged to uphold my opinion on 
the subject of responsible government as 
applied to this colony, and I am desirous to 
add a few words on the bearing of the sub- 
ject in the matter of Confederation now 
before the Council. 1st. With respect to the 
subject of responsible government. As to 
this, sir, my views have been for a long time 
settled, and I shall endeavor to express them 
as clearly as I can; the result of them is 
expressed in a few words. I am in favor 
of the extension of representative institutions 
little by little, to the utmost verge of safety. 
But I am opposed in this community at least, 
to the establishment of what is called respon- 
sible government. These are my views 
shortly. I believe them to be the settled 
convictions of most moderate and experi- 
enced men not bound to flatter popular 
constituencies. And I believe I am doing 
a Service to society in upholding such moder- 
ate views against the popular error and the 
popular bias in favor of the rash application 
of responsible government in such commu- 
nities. I will start, sir, at once from an 
historical point of view. The hon. member 
for New Westminster has, as I understand 
him, asserted that responsible government is 
the immemorial birthright of Englishmen, 
and that the principle of Cabinet ministers 
going in and out with votes of a majority of 
the House of Commons is a principle of 
ancient date. My understanding of the his- 
tory of my country leads to a different 
conclusion, and however much it may be 
clear and obvious that representative institu- 
tions are our natural and inalienable birth- 
right—however much it may be established 
that the power of self taxation resides and 
has always resided in the representatives of 
the country, in the Commons of England, 
carrying with it the overwhelming power of 
the purse—it is, I believe clearly admitted 
that the principle of responsible government, 
as now understood, has existed for little more 
than 100 years, say from the accession of 
George III and the termination of Lord 
Bute’s administration, so that I admit the 
hon. gentleman’s proposition only so far as 
this. Representative institutions are the 
birthright of the British nations, representa- 
tive institutions and the privilege of taxing 
ourselves. Now, sir, I believe the whole 
scope of representative institutions to be 
greatly misrepresented. It is the fashion 
for honorable members to say, that the 
Government of this or any other community 
are bound to govern according to the well 
understood wishes of the people; that the 
vox populi is the vox dei; that ministries and 


Governments are responsible to the people. 
But the true principle, as we all very well 
know, is that Governments and ministries 
are responsible, not to the people as a popu- 
lace, but to the representatives of the people, 
properly and reasonably chosen. Govern- 
ments and ministries are responsible not to 
numerical majorities, but to the country. 
Now, sir, representative institutions are liable 
to this obvious and well known danger. I 
will quote the words of a well known politi- 
cal writer, Herbert Spencer. “Whenever the 
profit accruing to the Representative indi- 
vidually, from the passage of a mischievous 
measure largely exceeds his loss as a unit in 
the community from the operation of the 
injurious law, his interest becomes antago- 
nistic to that of his constituents, and sooner 
or later will sway his vote.” How true and 
how obvious this is. I might go further 
when the private and personal, the direct and 
immediate interest of the representative or 
of the constituents, whose advocates ard 
delegates they are, is opposed to any matter 
of legislative action. This direct and ma- 
terial interest will, of a certainty, prevail 
over the distant and more remote welfare of 
the community, in all but very rare instances. 
This is the danger that threatens all repre- 
sentative institutions, and the only safeguard 
against it is the qualification—the pecuniary 
and material qualification of the representa- 
tive, the pecuniary and material qualifica- 
tions of the elector, and accordingly we see 
representative institutions flourishing and 
successful only when this safeguard practi- 
cally exists. Let us turn to the example of 
England. In England representative institu- 
tions and responsible Government work 
smoothly. And why? Because of the no- 
toriously aristocratic and plutocratic charac- 
ter of the Legislature of Great Britain. 
Political life is a sealed book to any but the 
wealthy classes. Every member of Parlia- 
ment is a man of property, no other can 
afford the luxury of of legislative life, and 
society is secure in the hands of representa- 
tives whose property would suffer from the 
results of vicious or reckless legislation. I 
say nothing of the question of peace and 
war, probably the most momentous and 
disastrous subject of vicious and reckless 
legislation, a question which will not arise 
in the colony. The cream of all legislation 
is taxation, and my solid conviction is that 
representative institutions and responsible 
Government will fail whenever the working 
majority is in the hands of an unsubstantial 
class of Representatives or of electors. I 
have thus, sir, treated of representative insti- 
tutions and responsible Government some- 
what in the abstract. I will now refer more 
particularly to its application to this colony, 
and this apart from any question of Con- 
federation, and I will repeat that I am in 
favor of the extension to the utmost possible 
limits of the representative elements of this 
Council, but adverse to responsible Govern- 
ment. With respect to the constitution of 
the Legislative Council of British Columbia 
it might, I think, hardly be necessary in the 
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present condition of the colony, to advocate 
a second Chamber—a Council as distinct 
from an Assembly. However advisable this 
may be in an advanced condition of the 
colony, advanced in numbers and wealth, 
few, if any would advocate such an institu- 
tion as a second Chamber. The elements for 
forming such a chamber are sadly wanting in 
the present state of affairs, and the matter 
may be dismissed without further comment 
—without discussing the advisability in a 
general way of such an institution at all, or 
the constitutional elements of such a body. 
But with regard to the Legislature on the 
supposition of its consisting of one single 
House, it will be necessary to speak at 
somewhat greater length. Of what elements 
ought such a legislative body to consist? At 
present it consists of official members, heads 
of departments. Official members not heads 
of departments but representing for the most 
part, different Magisterial districts, a few 
nominated members—nominated, I think it 
is reasonable to presume, from an impres- 
sion of their being tolerably intelligent and 
ie daar Gs a few representative mem- 
ers. 

It is asked whether the constitution of this 
Council should be altered so as to establish 
direct responsible government, or what may 
be looked upon almost as its equivalent, a 
large working majority of responsible mem- 
bers. I leave out of the question at present, 
all reference to any modification of the con- 
stitution of the Council in the event of Con- 
federation, and I consider the matter at pres- 
ent, only in reference to the Council and the 
Colony in their actual condition. At present 
it is obvious, and must be felt by all of us, by 
official members no less than by independent 
members, that our position as a Crown 
Colony, is what is commonly called a FALSE 
POSITION. We are individually as well fitted 
for self-government as our brothers or our 
cousins in the Old Country or in Canada. I 
will go further: I will say that the commu- 
nity taken individually in this Colony is BET- 
TER qualified to demand and have represen- 
tative institutions. I say taken INDIVIDUALLY 
—and I mean it in its strict sense. Man for 
man, I believe the Colonist a better politician 
than his English cousin. The aristocratic 
class hardly exists it is true. It is an injustice 
to presume for a moment that the Colonist 
in this, or any other colony of Anglo Saxon 
origin is in any way unfit for the enjoyment 
of the freest political liberty. Higher class 
we have none, but the middle and lower 
classes are, I do not hesitate to say it, super- 
ior to the middle and lower classes at home. 
The colonist is more enterprising, and more 
pushing than the stay at home Englishman. 
He has better knowledge of the world and of 
human nature, he graduates in a school in 
which politics are prominent, and he is free 
from an immense amount of ignorance and 
prejudice which is thought and written and 
acted in the old world. But then comes the 
consideration, what elements are indispensa- 
ble in the community to form the representa- 
tive body, if as is contended, that element is 


to be supreme, or what is the same thing in 
point of actual power, when that element 
constitutes the working majority? I will 
answer, 1. Localized and permanent popula- 
tion. 2. Established diversified interests; 
wealth, whether capital or regular income, 
the well-doing of professions, businesses and 
industries, agriculture, substantial industries, 
staples. Population herein we are deficient 
—6,500 adult white men—sporadic, scat- 
tered and temporary. How many care to 
vote, how many are aliens. Established 
interests here also are deficient; isolation our 
drawback; staples we have, but they are 
undeveloped or unlucky; gold mining is de- 
pressed; agriculture under a disadvantage 
and no good market; coal not much sought 
after and minerals a speculation; lumber un- 
fortunate; fisheries unestablished and com- 
merce in the way of export killed by the 
abolition of the free port, or inferior from 
the absence of a large home demand. These 
are all our material elements of wealth and 
we have them in no great abundance. Now 
without them what have we? A _ sparse 
community in which the only thriving inter- 
est is agriculture, and that only because 
supply is not equal to demand; or in other 
words small in numbers and importance and 
no wealthy class at all. Can self govern- 
ment be trusted to such a population? I 
say, emphatically no! Now I am not greatly 
in favor of a high qualification for represen- 
tatives for members of the Council, it is 
sufficient for me that they represent substan- 
tial interests; but when we have unsubstan- 
tial representatives representing unsubstantial 
and small constituencies I can hardly under- 
stand anything more dangerous, and I might 
add, more ridiculous or more extravagant. 
That representatives should be substantial 
people is desirable, but that they should re- 
present substantial interests is indispensable. 
If representatives are unfaithful to their trust 
the remedy is possible; but where the class 
of electors is needy and unsubstantial, it 
seems impossible to conceive anything more 
disastrous. Taxation, as before has been 
observed, is the cream of legislation; and 
taxation at the hands of unsubstantial men, 
or men forced to advocate the interests of 
unsubstantial constituencies, will be nothing 
but tyranny. Opinions may be divided in 
many other matters, the votes of a party may 
be split on many points; but in the hands of 
the masses the substantial class will be 
heavily and unmeasurably taxed to suit the 
views of those who have nothing to lose and 
all to gain by any contemplated movement. 

Take the example of V.I., in old days, as 
an example of a small and a narrow com- 
munity; again, the example of Victoria, in 
Australia, where legislation is effected by 
the enormous majority of the advocates of 
the interests of constituents elected on a 
low qualification, manhood suffrage. I can- 
not but understand that if the Government 
is in the hands of the representatives of the 
people, and a working majority of them— 
supreme representative Government, if not 
equivalent to, is, in effect, equal to respon- 
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sible Government. In the hands of the rep- 
resentatives of the people, supplies would all 
be voted, except conditions were exacted, 
favorable to the popular will. And, sir, 
having treated on representative and re- 
sponsible Government as applied to this 
colony let us see its bearing on the subject 
of confederation, and here I follow in the 
footsteps of the honorable member for New 
Westminster; his reasoning is mine, but not 
his conclusion. Without responsible Gov- 
ernment, or its equivalent, or its approxi- 
mate Government by a representative ma- 
jority, we have no safeguard against a 
Government of Canadian officials, British 
Columbia will be a colony of Canada, a 
dependency of a dependency, and Canadian 
interests will prevail. Dependence on En- 
gland is bearable, they have no interests 
apart from ours, but dependence on Canada 
would be unbearable; their interests are 
different from ours. That is the conclusion 
that is inevitable; it is but a logical conclu- 
sion. Confederation without responsible 
Government or Government by a working 
majority of representative members, is out 
of the question. Such a Government cannot 
be had; therefore Confederation is out of 
the question. I have thus sir, given my 
opinion on a point which is sure to meet 
with popular disfavor, but I am proud to 
support the Executive when I think it is 
right; and I would share the responsibility 
of a measure which would make that Execu- 
tive obnoxious to blame. I have no chronic 
feeling of opposition to Government. I have 
no objection to individuals, nor do I impute 
to them sordid motives, but in the matter of 
Confederation the Executive of this colony 
are in a false position; they act primarily not 
for the good of the colony, but for the good, 
or supposed good of Great Britain, and they 
exercise the power of Government in a 
matter in which the interests of the colony 
are mainly at stake to carry out, and effect 
an organic change of great importance to 
local interests. It is somewhat unfair for 
me to say I impute motive to the Executive. 
I only quarrel with them when they place 
themselves in a false position, as in the ques- 
tion of education, and in this as in education 
I say they oppose their own views to the 
views of the well understood wishes of all 
classes of the community; and here they 
carry through a scheme of Confederation; 
they start the stone, and it is hard to see how 
or where it will roll. I sincerely feel for their 
position. The colony will demand represen- 
tative institutions, and they will be forced 
to yield them or back out of the position 
they have undertaken. The answer of the 
Executive Government to this is as given by 
the Hon. Attorney General. The Attorney 
General says that after Confederation we 
are bound to have what we require—respon- 
sible Government. This is taking the matter 
for granted. It may be attained, but with a 
struggle. It is impossible to doubt that the 
Executive of the new province will oppose 
representative Government or any djminu- 
tion of their own rights and their own power. 





He says it is inopportune and beside the 
question. The honorable member for Cari- 
boo (Dr. Carrall) says: “If the people of 
British Columbia want responsible Govern- 
ment no power on earth can prevent their 
having it.” This is but a promise for the 
future. The Hon. Chief Commissioner says 
the community is not fit for responsible 
Government, but the matter is to be left to 
the new Council. Responsible Government 
will assuredly come with Confederation. 
The honorable member for Victoria (Dr. 
Helmcken) says: “This is the argument of 
the Government. But something must 
counterbalance Canada, otherwise with a 
working majority in the House the Domin- 
ion, Government will keep things as they 
are when we are a province of Canada. 





Tuesday, 22nd March, 1870. 





Hon. HoLtBrook—Mr. Chairman, I rise 
with some diffidence to give my opinion as 
to whether we are fitted for Responsible 
Government or not, after the able speeches 
that have been delivered by hon. members on 
the subject. The hon. and learned member 
for Victoria City (Mr. Drake), has affirmed 
that responsible government would give the 
real government of the Colony to Victoria. 
This I believe is true, and if such were the 
case what injury it would inflict on New 
Westminster and the Mainland generally. I 
feel that we are not yet fit for responsible 
government; but nevertheless, I think that 
the extent of the population is very much 
under estimated. It has been stated that 
after the most careful calculations that can 
be made the white population cannot be 
calculated at over 5,000 adults, but I think 
this is wrong and no doubt it has been taken 
from the Government accounts which do 
not include Kootenay, Big Bend, or the 
settlements around New Westminster, and 
I would make the adult white population to 
be 10,000, besides 40,000 Indians, and these 
Indians ought not to be ignored. If they 
are not represented will it not be difficult 
to make them contented with the change 
from the Imperial Government to Canada? 
And it is for this reason that I have given 
a notice of motion in this House to show 
them that they are not forgotten, and that 
they may go on with their settlements and 
improvements in safety. But if we are to 
have responsible government I will not be 
answerable for the consequences. We are 
told the question is to be submitted to the 
people. I say let us wait for their decision. 
I have confidence in Canada and am content 
to take my chance of being well governed 
by the Dominion Government, rather than 
try something of the working of which we 
know nothing. I have no doubt that great 
agitation on the subject of responsible gov- 
ernment will be got up by the press and that 
many members will gain their elections by 
confusing the questions of Confederation 
and responsible government. I entirely con- 
cur with the hon. Mr. Wood in believing 
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that more liberal representation will do much 
more for the good of the Colony than re- 
sponsible government. I believe in a good 
franchise being given as foreshadowed by 
the Governor’s speech, and I think twelve 
elected and eight nominated members would 
give satisfaction and work well, although 
report makes the change more liberal than 
this. We are now on the eve of prosperity. 
Our Quartz mining is still to be com- 
menced and we only want good roads to 
Kootenay by way of Eagle Pass, to open 
Our resources in this respect. I do not 
intend to enter upon the question of respon- 
sible government. I believe it would be bad 
for us and is not required by the people. I 
shall support the Government in the clause 
now under discussion. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Mr. Chairman, I 
had not expected to say anything more on 
this subject; but on more mature reflection 
I am satisfied that it is my duty to do so. 
The more the matter is argued and the more 
the remarks of Government members are 
heard, the more I believe we are being asked 
to take a leap in the dark; for all I can learn 
is that the new House is to be partly nomi- 
native and partly elective—and not respon- 
sible; the proportions are not stated. It has 
also cropped out that there will be a quali- 
fication for members and also for electors. 
If the Government refer this matter to the 
people to know whether such a Constitution 
will suit them, I believe the people to almost 
a unit will reject it. The mass are opposed 
to Confederation altogether unless they can 
get a more liberal representation than that 
proposed by the Government. At the outset 
I proposed a committee of all parties to 
consider and report upon the whole matter; 
but the hasty judgment of the House, as I 
think, deferred the question. Now, sir, I 
think if the committee had met and suggested 
for the protection of the property element 
that one-third of the members of the Council 
should be elected for a longer period and 
hold property qualifications, the country 
would have been satisfied. I can conceive, 
on some such proposition as that being laid 
before the House, it would have been emin- 
ently successful; as it now stands it is matter 
of opinion. I think the Governor has been 
led into error if the utterances that occasion- 
ally drop from members of this House mean 
anything. I cannot conceive that the people 
will accept such a Constitution. I should 
prefer that we should go into Confederation 
as a unit. I have made these few remarks 
to set my mind at rest and to save myself 
trouble with my constituents if I should offer 
myself as a candidate again. I state that I 
believe the Government will jeopardize Con- 
federation on this point. 

Hon. Mr. DEWDNEY—Sir, The question 
now under consideration has been so fully 
gone into by hon. members of this Council, 
that I feel it will be useless for me to take 
up the time of this House to any great 
length. At the commencement of this debate 
I had several arguments which I proposed 
to bring before your notice against respon- 


sible government, but I fiind that these have 
been ably handled by other honorable gentle- 
men far more ably than I could have hoped 
to do, and should I not have been convinced 
at the earlier stages of this debate, other 
arguments have been adduced which now 
completely set my mind at rest on the sub- 
ject. I am opposed to the recommendations 
of both the hon. members for New West- 
minster and Lillooet, particularly the latter, 
and in opposing them I do not feel I am 
injuring the cause of Confederation. But 
while I feel, Mr. Chairman, that it is unneces- 
sary for me to enter into the question of 
responsible government, I think I should not 
be doing my duty were I to remain silent 
upon one matter connected with this debate 
—one upon which I consider I am as capable 
of giving an opinion as any hon. member of 
this council, namely, the feeling of the 
inhabitants of the mainland generally with 
regard to responsible government. I have 
travelled through this country as much as 
any hon. member of this council, and I have 
been brought in contact with all classes and 
have mixed with all classes, and I have yet 
to meet the first individual who has expressed 
to me his desire for responsible government. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, do you believe, does 
this council believe that the cry throughout 
this Colony is, down with the present form 
of government—let us have responsible gov- 
ernment. Hon. members of this House are 
aware, I presume, that my avocations for 
some years past, in fact as long as I have 
been in the Colony, have necessarily brought 
me in contact with all classes, and should 
this have been the cry do you think I should 
not have heard it? I say distinctly again I 
have yet to meet the first individual who has 
expressed to me his desire for responsible 
government. The feeling of my constituents 
is not in favor of responsible government; on 
the contrary it was distinctly expressed to 
me that they do not desire any change in 
the present form of government. All they 
want is money to keep their trails in order 
and a resident magistrate to administer and 
carry out the laws. I believe that some hon. 
members of this House have mistaken the 
feelings of the country on this matter. Any 
dissatisfaction that exists is not with the 
present system of government but with the 
expense of carrying the system out. We all 
feel that, and we all know that it cannot be 
avoided for reasons which have been given 
over and over again in this house, namely, 
the smallness of population, scattered as it 
is over so vast an area. I have not heard 
during the debate any arguments that will 
prove to me or to this house that under 
responsible government we could have a 
cheaper form of government. I for one 
could not be convinced that we should. I 
believe that the public monies would be 
wasted, speculation and dishonesty would 
be the order of the day. We are told by the 
hon. member for Yale we must have a 
beginning. I am aware of that fact, and 
for one shall assist to put off the evil day. 
I prefer for a time, until our population 
increases, to live under the present form of 
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government, one under which, I am proud 
to say, I have lived for eleven years without 
seeing the faults of maladministration and 
other evil accusations that have been hurled 
at it by the hon. member for Lillooet. I 
am aware that that hon. gentleman was 
himself in some subordinate position under 
the government; he may of his own personal 
knowledge, while in that capacity, be aware 
of some malpractice, but I defy him to point 
out a single instance brought before the 
notice of the government that did not receive 
the strictest investigation and in which the 
individual complained of, if the charges 
were proved, was not discharged. In con- 
clusion, Mr. Chairman, I shall take this 
opportunity of expressing my appreciation 
of the officers generally that have carried 
on the government of this Colony during 
the eleven years that I have lived here, and 
I challenge any hon. gentleman to prove by 
the records of Her Majesty’s colonies that, 
in any colony or dependency of the British 
Crown laws have been more justly admin- 
istered, life and property better protected, 
or the affairs of the colony carried on with 
greater rectitude than in the one in which 
we are now living. Holding these views, 
I must decline to support either of the recom- 
mendations before the committee. 


Hon. Mr. ALtston—Sir, I am in favor 
of responsible government, but not the form 
that has been discussed in this House at so 
great a length. I believe all representative 
governments are responsible. The hon. and 
learned member for Victoria city has quoted 
John Stuart Mill. I believe, Sir, that the 
word responsible government does not occur 
in his book; he shows that the form applic- 
able to one country will not do for another. 
We have heard enough in this Council to 
make me believe that the people do not 
want responsible government; I believe that 
a representative form of government is the 
only form that will suit this Colony. It has 
been well shown by the hon. Mr. Wood, 
that from the difficulty of getting districts 
represented, this Colony is not adapted for 
purely representative institutions. I think 
it most desirable that Executive members 
should have seats in this Council, and I 
think that a partially elective House would 
best represent the interests of the entire 
community. The American form of govern- 
ment is in a certain sense responsible, 
Executive officers being elected for a term 
of four years. England possesses a different 
form, and Canada differs again from Eng- 
land. The colony from which Governor 
Musgrave came is the last that has received 
responsible government; thus we may fairly 
trust to His Excellency to judge for us as 
to the probability of its working well here. 
The smallest colony possessing responsible 
government is Prince Edward’s Island, and 
we who do not possess a population one- 
twelfth the size of that of Newfoundland, 
are asking for responsible government. The 
hon. and learned member for Victoria city 
(Mr. Drake), who seems to uphold respon- 





sible government against his own convictions, 
admits that all power would be held in 
Victoria, and he says that there would be 
no harm in such centralization. I think, 
Sir, that he has read John Stuart Mill to 
little purpose if such be his convictions. 


Hon. Mr. HumMpHREys—Sir, I am more 
impressed than ever with the absolute need 
of responsible government. I think the hon. 
Chief Commissioner particularly, and the 
hon. member for Victoria city, have proved 
conclusively that two-thirds of the people 
representing property are determined to have 
responsible government. The hon. member 
for the city told us the people were not in 
favor of responsible government, and in the 
same sentence he tells us that if Confedera- 
tion were set before the people with respon- 
sible government mixed up with it the people 
would take responsible government to the 
exclusion of material interests. I have said 
and say again I am in favor of Confedera- 
tion, and I earnestly hope that it will be for 
the benefit of the colony. I sometimes think 
that some hon. members at the other end of 
the House intend to defeat Confederation. 
I may be called an extremist—an agitator; 
I admit I am. I desire to see the people 
having a share in the government, instead 
of being under a despotism, or what is 
equivalent to it. I have been in this Colony 
nearly eleven years; I am satisfied that the 
people want responsible government. Hon. 
members say there are different forms of 
responsible government; admitted. I am not 
sure that it would be advisable to introduce 
any one system in its entirety here. Hon. 
members have been quoting writers upon 
this subject; I will quote Lord Macauley, he 
says “Government, like a good coat, is fit for 
the body for which it is made.” I say if we 
cannot live on responsible government, we 
cannot live on irresponsible government. I 
do not know what is shadowed forth in His 
Excellency’s speech; I confess I cannot 
understand it. If the Governor had promised 
a two-thirds elective House, with heads of 
departments sitting to give information with- 
out voting, then I think the question of 
responsible government would never have 
been considered. I ask hon. members to 
endeavor to approximate; and if they cannot 
agree to full responsible government, then 
to give us as liberal a form as they can. 
If you withhold responsible government you 
lose Confederation. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—Mr. Chairman, in 
rising to reply to what has fallen from hon. 
gentlemen in opposition to responsible gov- 
ernment, I crave the kind indulgence of this 
House; and should I, in the course of my 
remarks, appear unduly harsh or unkind, 
I beg hon. gentlemen to attribute it to 
earnestness in advocating a great cause, 
rather than to a desire to wound the feelings 
of any. The hon. member for Cariboo, 
who is also a member of the Executive, 
made a very convenient, yet, to my mind, 
singularly ineffective reply to one point in 
my speech of Friday. I had, or fancied I 
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had, with considerable force and elaborate- 
ness, pointed out the difficulties that might 
naturally be presumed to lie in the way of 
obtaining responsible government under the 
new constitution proposed to be conferred 
upon this colony; and the only answer is 
that the Organic Act makes the necessary 
provision. I was as well aware of the 
provision made in that Act before the hon. 
gentleman spoke as after; but no attempt 
has been made to meet the difficulties I sug- 
gested. The hon. gentleman, with that 
facetiousness, poetry and ready wit for which 
he is so justly celebrated, proceeded to point 
out the undesirableness of responsible gov- 
ernment in this colony. Under it, he told 
us, Cabinets would be too versatile. In fact, 
he described the working of such institutions 
as a sort of dissolving views, a thimble-rigg- 
ing operation, now you see it, now you don’t, 
in such quick succession would the changes 
be rung. The Chief Commissioner would, 
it appeared from his description, be much 
like Lincoln’s celebrated flea. Now, sir, 
where did the hon. gentleman acquire his 
experience of the working of responsible 
government? Was it not in Canada? What 
do we find to be the experience of that 
country? Certainly it does not in any way 
warrant the conclusions arrived at by my 
hon. friend. On the contrary, we find a 
change cf Ministry to be of very rare oc- 
curence. The present Premier of Canada 
has, with one unimportant intermission, been 
at the head of the government for some 12 
or 14 years! As I stated on a former oc- 
casion, the people of British Columbia are 
not politicians; nor are they fond of change. 
They are naturally conservative. Give them 
a people’s government, and in no part of 
Her Majesty’s Colonial Empire will a less 
versatile, a more conservative and loyal 
people be found. The hon. gentleman said 
responsible government would blow the chaff 
into this House. Now, although I listened 
with pleasure, as I always do, to that gentle- 
man’s oratory and humor, I could not but 
experience a feeling of regret to find him on 
the wrong side of a great question; making 
a false step. It is sad to witness the early 
mistakes of a young man of such talents, am- 
bition and promise; and when I hear such 
words coming from my hon. friend, I begin 
to fear that the bright future, the brilliant 
political career I had marked out for him 
may never be realized. Sir, a certain pro- 
portion of chaff may be blown into this 
House, under responsible government, as is 
the case now; but, depend upon it, under the 
form of government we seek, the chaff 
would quickly be blown out at the back door 
before the breath of public opinion. The 
people can always discriminate between 
wheat and chaff, and responsible government 
supplies the most effective winnowing-fan 
with which to separate the two. We were 
reminded by that hon. gentleman that re- 
sponsible government had its failures as well 
as its successes, and he referred to Victoria, 
Australia, and to Jamaica, as instances of 


failure. Now, I cannot but think the hon. 
gentleman has been singularly unfortunate in 
going to these colonies to prove his proposi- 
tion. The former ranks amongst the most 
flourishing, progressive and wealthy of all 
Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions. Doubt- 
less very grave political difficulties were en- 
countered, and many mistakes characterised 
the earlier working of responsible govern- 
ment in that fine colony; but it would be 
most unfair to charge all these to the 
possession of such institutions. Nay, most 
of them had their origin in a different poli- 
tical system. As for Jamaica, hon. gentle- 
men must be aware that it never possessed 
responsible government. A mixed represen- 
tative system it had; and the chief cause of 
failure was the absence of responsibility. 
It was just because those who administered 
the affairs of that unfortunate colony were 
not responsible to the people that the oppo- 
sition, led by the ill-fated Gordon—a man 
of unquestionable ability although, perhaps, 
somewhat deficient in judgment—was in- 
duced finally to assume the extreme attitude 
which resulted so fatally. The hon. and 
learned Attorney General made an effort, 
not altogether warranted by facts, to force 
the advocates of responsible government 
into a false and disadvantageous position, 
in relation to the Government programme; 
but hon. gentlemen will recollect how anx- 
ious I was, at the beginning of this debate, 
to meet the views and adopt the suggestions 
of that hon. and learned gentleman, in re- 
spect to the particular time and mode of 
approaching this question. My desire to 
give the Government a general and strong 
support upon the great question of Confed- 
eration is no secret in this House; and I 
think I can speak with equal confidence in 
regard to the views and intentions of my 
hon. friend on my left. [The member for 
Yale.] But enough has already been said 
upon this point; and I have only to add that 
I utterly refuse to occupy the position in 
which the hon. and learned Attorney General 
appears desirous of placing me. That hon. 
gentleman was content to give the same 
answer to the main objection as that given 
all round the Government end of the table, 
viz, that the Organic Act provides the neces- 
sary and ready means of obtaining what we 
seek; and he further tells us that, inasmuch 
as responsible government relieves Gover- 
nors of responsibility, a Governor would 
naturally be ready to make the concession. 
Such, however, is not the accustomed work- 
ing of human nature. Such is not the lesson 
of history. The ruler hugs power as the 
miser does his gold, nor parts with it only as 
it is extorted piecemeal by the people. I am 
charged with having used threats—threats of 
blood! Now, sir, I must plead ‘not guilty’ 
to this charge. While carefully avoiding 
everything in the nature of threat and pre- 
diction, I asked the Government to read 
carefully those lessons written in blood 
around us, and implored them to take warn- 
ing from the errors and profit by the suc- 
cesses of others. We were told by the hon. 
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and learned Attorney General that the Gov- 
ernor is powerless to grant what the resolu- 
tion asks; but might not the same objection 
be raised to almost every recommendation 
passed in connection with Confederation? 
His Excellency is asking Her Majesty’s 
Government for power to give us a new 
constitution. The resolution merely suggests 
a more liberal constitution than His Excel- 
lency proposes. There is, therefore, no 
weight in this objection. The hon. gentle- 
man next tells us that the resolution implies 
want of confidence in the Canadian Govern- 
ment—that they will not listen to the cry of 
the people for responsible government. Now 
the hon. gentleman must be aware that 
Canada can only listen to our cry when it is 
heard in the particular form prescribed by 
the constitution. The people can only cry 
through the Government it is proposed to 
give them under the constitution foreshad- 
owed in His Excellency’s opening message; 
and I have already endeavored to point out 
the probability that the new Government 
might refuse to utter a cry in that direction 
at the desire of the people. There is no such 
expression of want of confidence in the 
resolution. The Canadian Government 
could not interfere—would have no power 
to give us responsible government until 
asked by our local Government to do so. 
Such objections I must, therefore, regard 
as frivolous, and utterly unworthy of the 
hon. and learned Attorney General. The 
honorable Chief Commissioner followed 
with his accustomed ability, but I venture 
to think, without his usual discretion. That 
honorable gentleman set out by telling us 
that he quite understood it to be necessary 
for certain members, in order to be consis- 
tent with pen and speech outside of this 
House, to bring forward this subject; that it 
was a logical necessity, inexorable fate. 
Now, sir, I cannot see into that honorable 
gentleman’s heart, any more than I can into 
the mysterious Executive Chamber. I will 
not, therefore, permit myself to impute mo- 
tives to that honorable gentleman in his 
opposition to responsible government; but 
he must permit me to be the best judge of 
those motives which have impelled me, with 
some degree of reluctance, to take a stand 
in opposition to the government upon this 
question. It may appear necessary, in order 
to be consistent with word and pen, that I 
should advocate in this House great princi- 
ples which I have advocated elsewhere; but 
it may be permitted me to say that, whether 
here or elsewhere, I advocate responsible 
government under Confederation, because 
I conceive it not only to be the right of the 
people, but their interest also. We are con- 
stantly told that we should not have mixed 
this question up with the terms. We have not 
mixed it up with the terms; but the govern- 
ment has mixed the terms up with it; and if 
there is any blame, any responsibility in this 
connection it must rest with the government, 
and not with the Opposition. The honorable 
gentleman tells us that it is impossible to 
work responsible government with a popu- 


lation so scattered; and in the same breath 
he tells us that we have responsible govern- 
ment now,—that the officials are responsible 
to the Governor, and he to the Queen. 
Well, certainly this is a sort of responsibility; 
but it is not precisely the kind we want. The 
responsibility now existing takes the wrong 
direction. It is not responsibility to the 
pepole, but to the supreme power. In this 
sense the most despotic form of government 
in the world may be termed responsible 
government. The members of the govern- 
ment of the Czar of Russia are responsible to 
him, and he is responsible to The Great 
Ruler of all; Ergo, Russia has responsible 
government! The honorable gentleman 
must see the absurdity of his very startling 
proposition. He next tells us that if the 
people desire responsible government it is 
because they have been educated up to it by 
the Press. There is more truth than argu- 
ment in this. Doubtless the Press is, in this, 
as in other civilized countries, the great 
educator of the people, especially in matters 
political. Have not the people of England 
been similarly educated up to every great 
political reform? Such constitutes a legiti- 
mate and important function of the Press. 
But the honorable gentleman goes further 
and tells us that if the present government 
is unpopular with the people the responsi- 
bility rests with the Press which has, by 
misrepresentation, created prejudice in the 
public mind. This proposition I beg most 
unqualifiedly to deny. The honorable gen- 
tleman has confounded cause and effect. 
The Press has opposed the government be- 
cause it is unpopular; and the government is 
unpopular because it is not a people’s gov- 
ernment—because it does not possess the 
principle of responsibility to the people. It 
must be remembered that the Press subsists 
on popular favor; and in order to subsist it 
must Oppose an unpopular form of govern- 
ment. The Press of this colony has acted 
rather as the exponent than the moulder and 
leader of public opinion in its opposition to 
the present form of government. As I have 
repeatedly said, it is not the officials that are 
unpopular, so much as the system under 
which they administer. No officials can be 
popular under such a system. It places 
them in a false position. The Press is, 
therefore, not to blame; it is the faithful 
exponent of public opinion. The honorable 
gentleman on my left [Mr. Holbrook] dis- 
sents from this view. It is the habit of 
some gentlemen to affect to sneer at the 
Press of this colony. They admit that the 
Press of England is all I claim for it; but they 
allude sneeringly to the Press of this colony. 
Now, I am free to admit that the leading 
journal of this colony would lose by a com- 
parison with the leading journal of England. 
It is smaller, and, perhaps, less ability is 
displayed in its editorial columns. But would 
not such a comparison be unfair? Apply 
this rule to the other institutions of the 
colony, and what would be the result? Tak- 
ing the Press of this colony with all its 
imperfections, and I boldly assert that it will 
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compare favorably with that of any other 
country of like age and population. That is 
the way to institute the comparison; and it 
is the only true way. When I hear honorable 
gentlemen indulging in sneers at the Press 
I invariably arrive at one conclusion; and I 
will not tell you what that conclusion is. It 
will not be necessary for me to again allude 
to the improper use made of what I said 
about the horny-handed class, especially as 
the hon. Mr. Walkem fully vindicated me. 
One more point and I have done with the 
hon. the Chief Commissioner. That gentle- 
man repeated the now stereotyped argument 
that the Dominion Government, being based 
on liberal institutions, would not withhold 
responsible government, if desired by the 
people of British Columbia. That argument 
has been so often met that I was surprised to 
hear it repeated by that honorable gentle- 
man. Need I say, for the twentieth time, 
that it is not the prerogative of the Canadian 
Government to give, unless asked by our 
local government, and that our local govern- 
ment will, from its organic nature, be averse 
to asking anything of the kind? Surely I am 
entitled to regard the constant iteration of 
those exploded arguments as evidence of the 
weakness of the government cause. Passing 
to the speech of the honorable Mr. Walkem, 
my task is an easy one; for although that 
honorable gentleman spoke with his accus- 
tomed eloquence and agreeableness of word 
and manner, all must have felt that his 
effort had about it an air of special pleading 
in a bad cause. The principal objection that 
gentleman brought against the position I 
took on Friday was that responsible govern- 
ment is not a principle, but a form. Now I 
think it may be regarded as either or both, 
and I am not disposed to quarrel about mere 
words. What I contend for is responsible 
government. That honorable gentleman tells 
us that Canada did not get responsible gov- 
ernment till her population reached about 
two millions. Now, while that gentleman is 
greatly astray in his figures, I cannot dis- 
cover in his facts any evidence in support of 
the proposition he wishes to establish. They 
may prove that responsible government was 
long wrongfully withheld from British Co- 
lumbia. I now come to my honorable friend 
the senior member for Victoria city. That 
honorable gentleman started out by telling 
us that he intended to support the govern- 
ment scheme, and to support it strongly; 
but he added that he would not say much 
about responsible government. Would that 
he had adhered to the latter resolution. It 
was but natural that, feeling himself on the 
wrong side of a great principle, he should 
be disposed to say little. But, unfortunately 
for himself he said much, a great deal too 
much. He said some things which it would 
have been much better to have left unsaid. 
He told us that government for, by and from 
the people means government for, by and 
with the politicians. But he does not stop 
there. He tells this House that the advo- 
cates of responsible government will be will- 
ing to surrender all the other conditions, in 


order to obtain that form of government as 
a means of securing Office, power, pickings! 
Now, sir, let us look at the political history 
and position of the honorable gentleman 
who presumes with so much boldness to 
judge of other people’s motives. I recollect 
when, some two years ago, that honorable 
gentleman was the most ardent of all Con- 
federationists, when he desired to rush into 
an unconditional and blind union, when he 
urged the then Governor to negotiate union 
by telegraph. At that time I was doubtful 
about the policy of IMMEDIATE union, regard- 
ing such a step as somewhat premature and 
unreal, so long as the immense intervening 
territory remained an unorganized and un- 
open waste. Holding these views, I proposed 
to strike the word ‘immediate’ out of the 
resolution which had been moved by the 
honorable Mr. DeCosmos; but so enthusi- 
astic, so fanatical was the honorabie the 
senior member for Victoria City that he 
longed for a stronger word than ‘immediate.’ 
Subsequently we saw that honorable gentle- 
man the most ultra, the most rabid Anti- 
Confederate. We saw him opposing it in 
every way, both in the House and out of it, 
denouncing Canada as a most undesirable 
connection. Now, what do we see? We 
see the Anti-Confederate Lion rampant sud- 
denly metamorphosed into the Canadian 
Lamb passant, with his longing eyes fixed on 
Ottawa! Such has been the magic influence 
of the mysterious Executive Chamber. I do 
not, for one, regret the transformation; but 
I do object to that gentleman turning round 
so suddenly and denouncing the motives by 
which others are actuated. Does not that 
honorable gentleman live in a ‘glass house’ 
in that sense which peculiarly disentitles him 
to throw stones? Is not he guilty of measur- 
ing other people’s corn in his own bushel? 
Did not he cast all this political principles(!) 
to the winds and bolt in at the very first 
opening to place and power that presented 
itself? And who knows but there may be at 
this moment a mission to Ottawa dangling 
temptingly before his eager eyes? Is this the 
man who is entitled to turn round and, 
looking down from his pinnacle of tempo- 
rary power, judge others? Strutting his hour 
of brief authority, he taunts us with seeking 
responsible government as a stepping-stone 
to power and pickings. I hurl back, with 
scorn and contempt, the accusation in his 
teeth! To pass, however, to the so-called 
arguments put forward by that honorable 
gentleman, he tells us that the resolution 
asks for a government like that of Ontario, 
that we should require 40 or 50 mem- 
bers. Now, sir, it is difficult to give him 
credit for sincerity, as every honorable 
member must see that the resolution asks 
nothing of the kind. It asks for a constitu- 
tion based upon the principle of responsible 
government as existing in Ontario. That 
honorable gentleman has attempted to make 
me inconsistent with myself in saying that 
we shall be under the heel of Canada without 
responsible government, and that Canada 
desires we should have such institutions. 
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Now, I see nothing inconsistent in this. 
Canada does desire that the people of British 
Columbia should possess as full powers of 
managing their own local affairs as the 
people of the other Provinces possess; but 
Canada will have no power to grant these 
institutions until asked to do so in a consti- 
tutional way through and by our local goy- 
ernment; and the weight of my objection lies 
in the reasonable belief that, however desir- 
ous the people may be, the local government 
will be naturally averse to a change calcu- 
lated to lessen its power, and weaken the 
tenure by which its members hold office. 
Again, we are told that the Governor would 
not be disposed to withhold institutions 
which would relieve him of responsibility. 
However plausible this proposition may 
appear in theory, it is scarcely borne out by 
experience. As I have already stated in 
reply to the honorable and learned Attorney 
General, history presents rulers in a different 
light. We are asked what measures of im- 
portance have been introduced that have not 
been introduced by the government? By 
this the honorable gentleman wishes, I pre- 
sume, to convey the idea that the govern- 
ment so fully meets the wants of the people 
as to leave nothing for representative mem- 
bers to do. In what singular contrast is this 
with his utterances during past sessions. 
Here again we have the kindly bleating of 
the docile Confederation Lamb instead of 
the terrific roar of the anti-confederate lion 
of the past. Verily, the mysterious influence 
of the Executive Chamber must be potent. 
The honorable gentleman tells us that if we 
couple the question of responsible Govern- 
ment with the conditions of union, the 
people will be willing to accept poorer terms 
in their eagerness to obtain it. Surely, if 
language means anything, this is an inadver- 
tent admission of what the honorable gentle- 
man has been so stoutly denying, viz: that 
the people desire responsible Government. 
Leaving the honorable gentleman to the 
lashings of his own conscience and to the 
seductive influences of the mysterious Exe- 
cutive Chamber, we next come to deal with 
the Hon. the Registrar of Titles. The Hon. 
Mr. Alston announces himself in favor of 
responsible Government, but not that kind 
that would make the heads of Departments 
go in and out. He holds all representative 
Government to be responsible Government. 
The honorable gentleman may be entitled 
to hold a theory peculiarly his own: but it 
is scarcely the fitting time to announce per- 
sonal theories. We are now dealing with 
the question of responsible Government, as 
understood by political economists, not as 
understood by the honorable gentleman who 
has just propounded a political paradox. 
He has been reading J. S. Mill and he tells 
us that writer never mentions responsible 
Government. I have not read Mill’s theury, 
but I have read enough to know that he goes 
even farther than I am prepared to go in the 
direction of responsibility. We have next 
the honorable gentleman for Kootenay, tell- 
ing this House that with all his experience 


in the colony he never heard a man express 
a desire for responsible Government, and 
that his own constituents were distinctly 
opposed to it. Now, so far as that honorable 
gentleman’s constituents are concerned, I am 
prepared to think that his opportunities of 
learning their views upon that or any other 
subject have scarcely been such as to entitle 
him to express a very positive opinion; but 
when he tells this House that in all his 
experience in this colony he has never heard 
a desire for responsible Government ex- 
pressed, I can only say that I am surprised. 
The honorable gentleman cannot but know, 
if he has not turned a deaf ear to politics 
altogether, that the question of responsible 
Government has been a prominent issue at 
more than one election, and that it has been 
used as one of the chief reasons for Confed- 
eration from one end of the colony to the 
other. But, sir, I fear I have already wea- 
ried the House. Permit me to say, however, 
that throughout this protracted debate the 
efforts from the Government side of the 
House have been characterized by a want of 
argument and by a sort of special pleading, 
a begging of the question almost painful to 
listen to. Every effort has been made to 
raise false issues and to misconstrue remarks 
coming from this side of the House, and a 
most unfair attempt has been made to place 
the whole question in a false and disadvan- 
tageous position; yet, this is scarcely sur- 
prising. It was not to be expected that the 
unrepresentative members would approve 
the measure. I feel, however, quite indiffer- 
ent about their votes. We have a large 
majority of the representative members with 
us, and their vote must virtually carry the 
measure. The great proposition I desire to 
impress upon honorable members is this: 
The colony is about to become a province of 
the Dominion of Canada. No union can be 
equitable and just which does not give this 
colony equal political power—equal control 
over their own local affairs with that pos- 
sessed by the people of the provinces with 
which it is proposed to unite. I care not 
how good the other conditions may be, if 
the people of British Columbia are placed 
in a false political position they will not be 
content, and the inauguration of such a 
union will only prove the beginning of new 
political discontent and agitation. Mistakes 
will doubtless result from the first workings 
of responsible Government, but these mis- 
takes were better made now than years 
hence, when the consequences might be 
more serious. The period of lisping, stam- 
mering infancy must be passed. Surely, it 
is better to pass it now, while the political 
questions are few and simple and the inter- 
ests comparatively small, than to wait for 
great development. Almost every speaker 
on the Government side has accused me of 
want of confidence in the Dominion Govy- 
ernment. I have no want of confidence in 
that Government. I know the men who 
compose it too well for that. I know them 
as honorable, liberal, large minded states- 
men. But it is our local Government under 
the new Constitution proposed in terms so 


548 22 MARCH 1870 











vague in his Excellency’s opening message 
that I doubt. The Canadian Government 
will possess no Constitutional power to grant 
us political relief until asked to do so by 
our local Government; and it is the hesita- 
tion, the disinclination of the local govern- 
ment to move in that direction which I 
dread. I would again warn the Government 
against endangering the whole scheme by 
having it submitted to the people unaccom- 
panied by “Responsible Government.” 


Hon. Dr. CarrALL—Sir: On Friday last 
the honorable member for New Westminster 
spoke at some length upon this subject, and 
I replied as best I could, and it is in accord- 
ance with the eternal fitness of things that 
I would make a very few remarks. It is 
one of those happy things in nature that 
where the poison is there is the antidote 
always near. (Laughter.) I propose to give 
the antidote. I laid down two principles: 
First, that the Government did not believe 
that responsible government as it is main- 
tained in England was applicable to this 
colony. I hold to that. I maintain that no 
one has controverted this proposition; no 
one has proved that it could be adapted to 
the requirements of this Colony, there has 
been burning eloquence and all that sort of 
thing, but no proof. But I say, sir, that 
even now there is a measure of responsibility 
in this Government. I am responsible to 
my constituents, and if there is such an 
overwhelming force in favor of responsible 
government can I ever return here. The 
utmost that the honorable member for New 
Westminster has proved is, that under con- 
federation it would take a great deal of time 
and much agitation to get responsible govern- 
ment, a minimum of five years, a maximum 
of ten years, and that as it would take that 
time it was better that we should have it 
at once. I say if one proposition is correct 
the other must be incorrect. If there is such 
an overwhelming desire on the part of the 
people for it, they will get it. If the majority 
even are in favor of responsible Government 
there is no constitutional power to prevent 
their getting it. There is no desire on the 
part of the Government to withhold it. I 
say it is the want of responsibility of the 
Executive that has rendered them unpopular, 
but the people have never been asked to 
contrast the present form of government 
with that shadowed out by his Excellency, 
and I say that heads of Departments under 
that system will be to a certain extent 
responsible. The present system is bad, but 
the officers are good. I say that the require- 
ments of the colony will be met by the system 
proposed by his Excellency. If it is not, 
then let the people say so, and get respon- 
sible government. The honorable member 
for New Westminster allows that it is only 
a question of time under the Organic Act. 
If it should take five years, then my point 
that there is not such a strong desire for it 
is proved. I say, and I say again, that in 
Jamaica they could not work responsible 
government or even representative institu- 
tions, and in Victoria it remains to this day 


a monument of stupidity and mismanage- 
ment. With regard to the assertion of the 
honorable member for New Westminster, I 
say that if speaking and voting from convic- 
tion are false steps and a bar to advancement 
in political life, then I don’t want to advance 
a step further in that direction. I say that 
responsible government has not been made 
a distinct issue in elections. The government 
of the people was to be one of the conse- 
quences of confederation; I hope we shall 
get a people’s government before it. The 
present Executive Council is one-third unoffi- 
cial; the work they have done has brought a 
shapeless, formless phantom into one har- 
monious whole, and they propose to precede 
confederation with a form of government 
which will enable the people to decide what 
form of government they will have. I coin- 
cide with the Hon. Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, that it was not necessary 
to introduce this subject into the Confedera- 
tion Resolution. I am sorry that it was 
brought up at all in connection with our 
scheme. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—Sir: I wish to say 
in reply to the remarks of the honorable 
member for New Westminster, that I support 
the government from conviction. I do not 
shirk my responsibility. I said that the one 
great thing that the supporters of responsible 
government are afraid of is that it shall be 
set alongside of representative government. 
Honorable members may find when the 
resolutions return from Canada that I have 
still something to say upon them. 

The recommendation of Hon. Mr. Hum- 
phreys was put by the Chair and on division 
was lost. 

The recommendation of Hon. Mr. Robson 
was put by the Chair and on division was 
lost. 

Clause fifteen then passed as read. 

The Hon. Attorney General introduced 
clause sixteen: 

16. The provisions in “The Brit- 
ish North American Act, 1867,” 
shall (except those parts thereof 
which are in terms made or by 
reasonable intendment may be held 
to be specially applicable to and 
only affect one and not the whole 
of the provinces now comprising 
the Dominion, and except so far 
as the same may be varied by this 
resolution) be applicable to British 
Columbia in the same way and to 
the like extent as they apply to the 
other provinces of the Dominion, 
and as if the Colony of British 
Columbia had been one of the 
provinces originally united by the 
said act. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN and Hon. Mr. 
Drake objected to this clause on the ground 
that its passing would kill the notices already 
on the paper. 

The Hon. Attorney General gave an assur- 
ance that the resolutions of which notice 
had been given should be discharged, and 
the opposition was withdrawn. 

Clause sixteen passed as read. 
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With reference to defences: — 

A That it shall be an understand- 
ing with the Dominion, that their 
influence will be used to the fullest 
extent to procure the continued 
maintenance of the Naval Station 
at Esquimalt. 

B Encouragement to be given to 
develop the efficiency and organ- 
ization of the Volunteer force in 
British Columbia. 

On clause A being read by the Chairman, 
Hon. Mr. Holbrook objected to Esquimalt 
being named on the ground that it was only 
fair to New Westminster that one gunboat 
should be stationed there. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I should have 
been very sorry to have this clause inserted 
if I thought it would give us only two or three 
gunboats. 

Hon. COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. Hankin) 
—Because the Naval Station is at Esquimalt, 
it does not follow that every ship will remain 
there. The commanding officer can send 
ships where he pleases. 

Clause A passed as read. 

Hon. Mr. Humphreys asked what “en- 
couragement” meant in clause B. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—At present 
there is no means of ascertaining what 
encouragement can be given; I suppose arms 
and money. 

Clause B passed as read. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Mr. Chairman, I 
gave notice of my intention to bring up a 
clause with regard to provision being made 
to protect the agricultural produce of this 
colony. It has been said by the hon. Execu- 
tive member for Victoria City that this differ- 
ential tariff is quite a new thing to me. If 
he will take the trouble to refer to the 
CoLONIsT of the 15th May, 1868, he will 
find that in article written by myself, I 
touched on this matter; it is not new to me. 
1 am thoroughly persuaded that the District 
which I represent will be a unit against 
Confederation without a provision to keep up 
protection. From Comox to Sooke the 
opinion on this point is as that of one man, 
and I believe I may say that it is the same 
thing as regards the whole of the agricultural 
districts on the Mainland, from Soda Creek 
to Kamloops. I hold with respect to protec- 
tion that when farmers shall be able to 
produce farm produce in sufficient quantity 
to enable them to reduce their prices as low 
as the prices obtained by the farmers of 
Oregon and Washington Territory, then pro- 
tection is not essential, for this great and 
sufficient reason that if we can produce as 
good an article at home as we can get 
abroad, which we can put down at the same 
price, the cost of transport will be a sufficient 
protection. Our farmers will have a natural 
protection. With regard to manufactures, 
I am one of those who believe that our 
manufactures ought to be protected. If we 
go into public works we must have wagons 
and machinery, and the wagon-builders 
should have protection; then again, farming 
implements should be made in the colony, 











and encouragement should be given to the 
manufacturer of these things. Again, there 
are the bootmaker and tailor, and the soap 
maker and others, even the brewer, for 
whom we require protection. I ask from 
the Executive the insertion of this principle: 
“That British Columbia shall be entitled to 
levy and collect any tax or taxes on the 
sales of foreign produce and manufactures 
entered for home consumption, equal in 
amount to the duties of Customs now levied 
and collected on the same under the ‘Cus- 
toms Ordinance, 1867,’ provided, always, 
that British Columbia shall not be entitled 
to levy and collect any such tax or taxes as 
aforesaid, if the duties of Customs of Can- 
ada extended and applied to British Columbia 
at the time of and after union, on such for- 
eign produce and manufactures shall be as 
high as the duties of Customs now levied 
and collected on the same under the ‘Cus- 
toms Ordinance, 1867,’ and provided, always, 
that such foreign produce and manufactures 
shall be construed to mean no more and 
none other than such foreign produce and 
manufactures as may enter into competition 
with the produce and manufactures of Brit- 
ish Columbia.” I don’t care how it is put 
in, our manufactures would come into com- 
petition with goods from Canada. That is 
a natural evil which we cannot avoid. There 
will be other advantages arising out of Con- 
federation which will counterbalance this. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I have nothing to 
do with the hon. gentleman’s newspaper 
articles. I can only say that differential 
duties are contrary to the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

Hon. Mr. Drake—The hon. member’s 
explanation is different from the clause 
itself. I suppose from the explanation that 
it is intended to apply to all foreign produce 
and manufactures imported. I think it will 
be better that I should move my motion 
as an amendment to his, so as to confine 
the protection to agricultural produce. 

Hon. Mr. DeECosmMos—I don’t expect 
any resolution of mine to pass. If it should 
pass I shall be quite surprised; but as I hold 
this to be the very keystone, and of more 
consequence than responsible government, 
I deem it my duty to bring it forward. But 
to continue the protection to agricultural 
produce will not reach the issue. It would 
not touch our rude manufactures. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—This is left an open 
question by the Government, I wish it to 
be distinctly understood that this question 
of the agriculture of the country is an open 
question. I think I shall be found on the 
side of these hon. gentlemen. I think with 
the hon. member for Victoria District that 
this is the most important question com- 
prised in these resolutions. If the terms do 
not contain a clause giving protection to 
agricultural interests, I will answer for it 
there will be no Confederation. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I would ask 
the hon. member to define how far this is 
left an open question? 
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Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I mean that every 
member of the Government is free to vote 
as he pleases upon this question of encour- 
agement to the agricultural interests of the 
Colony. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—tThen it is free for 
official members to vote these recommenda- 
tions? 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Certainly it is, and 
it is right that it should be so; for I consider, 
Sir, that we have come to a most important 
question, one that concerns our own coun- 
try. Confederation must not come like an 
eclipse, it must not produce a darkness and 
then leave us to recover. I say that if these 
terms are left to pass as they are and return 
from Canada, and are passed by the people, 
they will produce great ills. I say that the 
agricultural interests are most important; 
when we come to manufacturing interests it 
is different, they have made but little pro- 
gress. Manufacturers will meet with com- 
petition from Canada and the Dominion 
would not stand it; we cannot have protec- 
tion for manufactures, but with regard to 
farm produce it is different. I say that the 
farmers could not exist without protection; 
you will depopulate the country by bringing 
Confederation without protection. I have 
stated that this Colony affords more induce- 
ment to people to settle than any other 
colony I know of, yet we do not raise 
sufficient stock for ourselves. Look at the 
statistics, $111,447 is the value of agricul- 
tural produce—barley, flour, malt, wheat 
and oats—imported. Of barley there is 
nearly one million pounds imported, and 
this would take about 450 acres to grow in; 
of malt about 4,500 bushels, which would 
require ninety acres to grow in; of flour 
and wheat about 87,050 bushels, which 
would require about 2,500 acres to grow in; 
of oats about 2,364 bushels, which would 
require about sixty acres to grow in; alto- 
gether about 3,080 acres. More land must 
be in cultivation to produce the quantity of 
cereals which I have enumerated as being 
imported annually, and this number of acres, 
supposing a man to cultivate fifty acres, 
would give employment to 123 men; so 
that 123 men will save the colony $111,477, 
or $900 each, besides growing what they 
want for their own consumption. In relation 
to this it must be recollected that mills 
would be at work to grind, machinery would 
be required, and labor of other kinds would 
be required, such, for instance, as brewers. 
In addition to this comes in pigs, there were 
568 of these animals imported last year, less 
by 28 than in the preceding year. This is 
an improvement, when we consider that the 
amount of bacon and ham imported is 
61,740 pounds less than last year. To make 
this bacon about 500 hogs are required; 
so you will see that nearly the whole amount 
of bacon is made by and from foreign hogs. 
Take butter—82,000 pounds or forty tons 
were imported last year. It will take 400 
more cows yielding 200 pounds each per 
annum to produce this amount, and it would 
save the colony $31,538 per annum. One 


thousand seven hundred head of beef cattle 
would save annually $96,949, but it presup- 
poses 6,800 more cows at least. Now then 
to supply ourselves with beef and mutton, 
and cheese, 3,000 more cows are required; 
but it takes four years to produce beef. We 
import 7,000 sheep. Surely, no one will tell 
us that we have no room for 7,000 sheep 
or 3,000 cows. Why, it only means 20,000 
acres, or thirty-six miles of land; six miles 
will supply the cereals, thirty-six miles in all. 
Why the fiats at the Fraser would yield it all. 
The cattle business certainly requires capital, 
but the capital will produce great results, 
and recollect the good it would do the coun- 
try, the amount of labor employed and land 
cultivated for the purpose; wool hides and 
bones for house use or export. What I wish 
to impress upon you, sir, is the profit that 
might be derived from the introduction of 
a couple hundred families. What an im- 
mense loss the colony would sustain if this 
were thrown open to the Americans. What 
a magnificent field for immigration, particu- 
larly when we consider how much more of 
agriculture produce will be required when 
public works are carried on. The market is 
good now; how much better it would be 
then. I think it would be doing those farm- 
ers who had commenced farming under a 
protective tariff, a great injustice to withdraw 
protection from them now. We must have 
an agricultural population. If Confederation 
comes and brings the Canadian tariff we 
destroy the agricultural interests altogether 
and the country will become a wilderness. 
Confederation without these terms will not, 
in my opinion, be accepted. Leave them 
out and Confederation will most assuredly 
fail, Farmers in the upper country have a 
natural protection from the difficulty of 
transport. The day will come, and pretty 
quickly, when they will raise more there 
than they have a market for. They must find 
an outlet, which must be where the con- 
sumers are. If the duty is not maintained 
how can they send their produce down. If 
the railway should be built, the cost of 
transporting goods from the interior will be 
diminished, and farmers of the Upper Coun- 
try will then find the tariff of more conse- 
quence to them than to the people of the 
lower country. I say Confederation will 
not go down without protection. The agri- 
cultural interest will prefer living in comfort 
with protection and without Confederation 
than in a perpetual struggle for livelihood 
under Confederation. I am in favor of 
protecting our farming interests, but if we 
had a lower scale upon some other goods, 
I should think it an advantage. I support 
protection to the agricultural interest, and 
the throwing open of our ports to other 
things. The latter part is, I fear, not an open 
question. 

Hon. COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS (Mr. 
Hamley)—It is difficult to tell which resolu- 
tion the hon. member is speaking in favor 
of. It is quite true that protection may be 
too little on some things and too much on 
others; for instance, I consider the duty on 
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horses too high. I will tell hon. gentlemen 
that a revision of the tariff was considered 
last year by a committee appointed by the 
late governor, and a majority of that com- 
mittee, who were all businessmen, reported 
in favor of lowering the duties on agricul- 
tural produce, and there was a special report 
in favor of making Victoria almost a free 
port. 

Hon Mr. DECosmMos—That was the bogus 
Council, I suppose. 

Hon. Mr. HAMLEY—They were a com- 
mittee of gentlemen whom the late Governor 
thought fit to appoint. I think the tariff 
must be altered to suit this colony, but I 
believe it must be left to the Canadian 
Parliament to alter. What will our repre- 
sentative members do sitting in the Canadian 
Parliament, except they look after our inter- 
ests? There is no obstacle that I know of 
to there being a different tariff to suit the 
interests of this or any particular Province 
of the Dominion. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrook—tThere is no reason 
that there should be a similar tariff all over, 
but I think it must be altered by the Cana- 
dian Parliament. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I do not think 
that it is necessary that one tariff should 
prevail all over the Dominion. 

Hon. Mr. HAMLEY—Not at all, not at all. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—But there can be 
no differential duties; that is forbidden by 
English statutes. 

Hon. Mr. HAMLEY—No; not by statute; 
by instructions. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—So far from leav- 
ing it to the Canadian Parliament, I say we 
must go in with it altered. How absurd for 
eight members to attempt to revise the tariff 
of British Columbia in the Dominion Par- 
liament. 

Hon. Mr. TRuTCH—I don’t see it. 

Hon. Mr. HAMLEY—Nor do I. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Why, look how 
ridiculous it is to come to this House to 
propose any alteration in the tariff. How 
much more so in the Dominion Parliament, 
where so many would be on the other side. 
Tf at all, it must be done by ourselves. The 
Canadian Government must agree to it 
before we go into Confederation. The other 
interests are subsidiary to it. 

On motion of hon. Mr. Ring, the debate 
was adjourned to Wednesday the 23rd. 


Wednesday, 23rd March, 1870. 


Hon. Mr. Woop rose to resume the debate 
on Tariff and said: Mr. Chairman—In speak- 
ing to the motions now before the House, 
it will hardly be necessary for me to say 
that I think that this question of Tariff the 
most important of all that have been intro- 
duced during this debate; my object is, as I 
have said, to reduce to the utmost, in the 
event of Confederation with Canada, the 
chance of difference with the Dominion, 
my objection to Confederation being that, 
however much it may apparently and at first 











tend to confer upon the colony material 
benefits—yet there is every fear of conse- 
quent reaction and disaffection. In dealing 
with the matter it will be necessary to see 
whether the subject of Tariff now before 
us will have the affect of raising a direct 
question and difference between this colony 
and Canada. Tariff is not simply a mode 
of collecting taxes, it is a system with a 
double object. The object of obtaining 
revenue, and in the obtaining of that revenue, 
the further object of promoting domestic and 
home industries by a just discrimination 
between the subject matter on which taxation 
is levied. The question of Tariff directly 
tends to promote or depress domestic pro- 
ductions, and domestic trade; consequently 
the chances of difference and reaction de- 
pend on whether our interests are identical 
with those of Canada, or whether there is 
a conflict. The intended future Dominion 
of Canada is obviously divided so far as 
this question is concerned into two parts, 
that which is to the east and that which is 
to the west of the Rocky Mountains, the 
Atlantic and Pacific portions of that Domin- 
ion, and to these several divisions there 
appertain distinct and several industrial in- 
terests; agricultural, manufacturing, and 
commercial. Let us run through in our own 
minds, our own, the Pacific interests, so to 
say, the interests in fact of this present 
colony. First we have the agricultural in- 
terests; this is a material interest, as I trust 
it always will be considered in every colony 
—it is an industry which a government 
cannot well avoid materially to assist. I 
don’t say “protect” but “assist,” and this 
whether agricultural produce be a staple of 
the colony or not. I may here remark that 
I use the word “staple” in what I understand 
to be received acceptation of the word— 
produce, exportable produce, raised in a 
colony with advantage and at a remunerative 
rate to the producer, and capable of being 
exchanged with advantage for the produce 
of other countries in the markets of the 
world. Our next material interests are our 
own staples, properly so-called as above 
defined, such for instance as the wool of 
Australia, gold anywhere, or fisheries, as in 
Newfoundland. Our particular staples are 
our fisheries, our forests and our minerals 
to say nothing of certain aptitudes for ship- 
building and the repairing of ships. Next, 
we must take trade and commerce, our local 
and geographical position being such as to 
give us some advantage in the distribution of 
goods, and as such is to be regarded as an 
element of wealth, and one of our material 
interests. Let us now turn to Canada; 
Canada has manufacturers, but not by way 
of staples, because she cannot under sell the 
old world in manufactured goods, but with 
a population of, I suppose, over three mil- 
lions she can produce sufficient manufactures 
of certain descriptions for her own use. Then 
her staples are agriculture, produce, lumber 
and a certain amount of minerals, and per- 
haps horns and tallow. Agricultural produce 
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is a staple in Canada; she exports it, therefore 
it requires no protection; it would be no 
good to impose a tariff upon it. In man- 
ufactures there is such a tariff as will slightly 
protect manufactures, as with us we give 
the same turn of the market to the farmer 
by a slight tariff on agricultural produce. 
Following the common law of self-interest, 
British Columbia is bound to protect her 
own interests and Canada the same. Let 
us see whether or not there is a manifest 
tendency to protection in the Dominion 
Legislature. It has been stated in this debate 
that Canada is adverse to protection, that 
she wants to follow England and the old 
world in the direction of free trade. I say 
that those who make the assertion must 
prove it. (Hear, hear, from Mr. DeCosmos.) 
I say that my sources of information tend 
to show that it is untrue that Canada favors 
free trade. She desires to protect her own 
manufactures. Right or wrong as a politi- 
cal theory, new countries will be found as 
soon as manufactures are possible, desirous 
to protect their own native industries, where- 
as it suits old countries to have free trade. 
In England manufactured goods are in reality 
her staples. England can compete with the 
world in most classes of manufacturing 
goods, from her manifest advantages in 
having coal and iron in close proximity, 
moderately cheap labor, and established in- 
dustries; to say nothing of the commercial 
energy of her people. Some of the writers 
say that America and many of the colonies 
of Great Britain suffer from protection. I 
say that suffer or not suffer, they insist upon 
it. I say nothing now of my convictions. 
I think however, that the theory of free 
trade goes too far. “Free Trade” is quoted 
as if it were a golden rule. I believe that 
free trade is an exceedingly elastic idea; 
there is no orthodoxy in it, it is not a law 
of physics like the law of gravitation or 
some obstruse and elaborate theory like 
Sturn’s problem or the stability of the ec- 
centricity of the planetary orbits, to which 
there is no exception. It is elastic and suits 
one country and not another; it suits old 
countries and not new; it suits England for 
the reasons I have stated. Her manufac- 
tures are her staples. She can undersell 
the world. People may say that free trade is 
applicable equally to other places and to all 
classes of industries; as to this I have my 
own opinions. But so far as this discussion 
is concerned, I deal with the world as I 
find it. New countries desire protection. 
Why? No matter why—they do desire it. 
Dealing with protection in a moderate way 
I think it may be reasonably conceded that 
a moderate protection, in the way of cus- 
toms duties at least, may be applied to 
staple productions and agriculture. But 
whether the opinion be sound or not colonial 
experience shows us that this is the line of 
argument pursued and acted on. Taking it 
for granted as admitted by some political 
writers of eminence that we may reasonably 
protect staples until they can support them- 


selves, let us see what legitimate protection 
may be afforded to existing interests in this 
colony. Agriculture may be protected or 
rather fostered in numbers of ways. By 
facilities for the acquisition of land, by 
roads, by immigration of farm hands, by the 
admission of implements free, and by a 
moderate tariff on produce. Agriculture, it 
must be remembered, is not only the cultiva- 
tion of the land; it is bound up with local 
interests and carries with it a local popula- 
tion attached to the soil. If you want 
population localised you must encourage 
agricultural interests. Besides this, it must 
not be lost sight of, that it is a practical 
remedy against poverty. If a man has 
certain faculties for acquiring, or being em- 
ployed as a labourer on land, he never need 
go to the poor house—it humanises men. 
It is the duty of every politician to protect 
agricultural interests in a new country to 
the best of his power. Now with regard to 
staples, I say they may reasonably be pro- 
tected and fostered in their infancy, because 
they are the real wealth of the nation. It is 
said that at first the wool interest of Australia 
was carried on at a loss, and for a country 
like this that can produce without limit fish, 
lumber and coals, to say nothing of gold, 
we must give all the facilities in our power 
to induce industry in these walks of life. 
Take the gold miner; we might give him his 
gold license cheap, and make the acquisition 
of claims easy, provide him with roads and 
trails and in this way we might “protect” 
the miner, and encourage mining interests. 
Fisheries, how are they to be protected? 
By the promotion of information as to mar- 
kets for fish—by pushing those markets— 
by local knowledge of the haunts of fish, 
by cheap implements, and by cheap salt. 
To promote the lumber interest we might 
give cheap machinery so far as we can by 
admitting it free, and let persons acquire 
land easily. Shipwrights might also be legiti- 
mately protected and encouraged by making 
implements and materials cheap and by 
giving encouragement to Docks. Let us do 
everything to promote the interests of ships, 
where there are such natural inlets as ours, 
with coal at hand, and facilities for the 
importation of iron and steel for building 
ships, we could build cheaper than anywhere 
on this coast; not of course so cheaply as 
on the Clyde but still we might attract some 
shipbuilders. Now as to trade. Export 
trade. This is surely an item, though pos- 
sibly a small item in our wealth; yet still if 
we export only to Puget Sound we might 
encourage such commerce. It is an industry 
and a source of wealth; it causes foreign 
ships to come and causes an expenditure of 
money in our ports; it adds to the number 
of merchants, drays and laborers, and in- 
creases general business; a vitality is given 
by it which makes it an element of wealth, 
it seems to have been beneficial here, and 
certain it is that it is estimated in this 
colony as a material interest. How is this 
export trade to be protected? Some say by 
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Free Port, that is to say, no customs duties; 
others say “reduce taxation to a minimum 
on goods in which there is a tangible export 
trade.” Within these limits of what we may 
call moderate protection we may reasonably 
suppose the colonists of British Columbia 
to be desirous to legislate, and suppose we 
desire to have implements of labour and 
machinery and some goods cheap and free, 
and put ten per cent on imported agricultural 
produce. This is the reverse of Canadian 
policy—as regards machinery, I believe the 
Canadian tariff gives fifteen per cent on 
manufactured machinery at least. There is 
nothing to prevent the Canadian tariff from 
being increased. Protection may run ram- 
pant in the Dominion. You have no guar- 
antee. I say that in these fiscal questions 
we are at issue as affects some of our 
most important elements of national wealth. 
There would be a conflict, not only between 
the tariffs of British Columbia and Canada 
but between the protective policy of each 
province. How is this cause of discontent 
and conflict of interest to be removed? Why, 
by a British Columbia tariff for British 
Columbia. This place has no commercial 
connection with Canada. Canada affords 
us no market. There is no frontier to 
cause a difficulty with custom house officers. 
Why not have different tariffs. In the event 
of reciprocity with the United States we 
might be compelled to sacrifice the farmer, 
but possibly he might be in a condition to 
support himself by produce for which we 
have some special aptitude. Assuredly we 
shall have discontent or worse if the tariff 
is made oppressive, if we have for it to 
suffer the extinction or the disadvantage of 
our own industries. I have said hastily, give 
us our own tariff and I am almost in favour 
of Confederation. I think I must take that 
expression of opinion back. There are so 
many other matters, so many points of 
difference between us and Canada, that un- 
der any circumstances there would be a 
continual struggle with the other provinces. 
But however this may be, if you wish not 
to provoke and keep up a sore question have 
a separate tariff. Give to Canada and Ca- 
nadian interests a tariff framed to meet 
their wants, and give to British Columbia 
its own especial tariff. If the tariff of Can- 
ada is to rule I fear it will never be altered, 
for the feeble voice of our eight members 
would never be listened to in the Parliament 
of Ottawa, and the Canadian tariff, framed 
for the support and maintenance of Can- 
adian interests, would assuredly prevail. 

The Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER said—Sir, 
After the very able abstract review of the 
whole question of Tariff customs and taxa- 
tion of the hon. gentleman who has just sat 
down, I will not add anything by way of 
dissertation. But I must recall the house to 
the practical consideration of the subject. 
I acknowledge the ability of the hon. and 
learned member, and quite agree with him 
that this is one of the most important 
matters connected with confederation. Then 





why, it might be asked, was it not touched 
upon in the terms? Not because it has not 
been fully considered, but because the 
Organic Act puts it virtually out of the 
power of the Colony to prescribe what form 
of Tariff we should have under Confedera- 
tion. The scheme as has been already 
pointed out by the Hon. Commissioner of 
Customs is based on the transfer of the 
control of our customs to Canada, therefore 
it is not within our province under the 
scheme submitted, to impose on the Do- 
minion, or even to propose any special 
tariff for this Colony; but this is a matter 
which is left open for the consideration of 
this Colony on its merits, and is left open, 
as the hon. member for Victoria has told 
you, for this Council to make suggestions 
as to what tariff may be desirable under 
Confederation. I take this opportunity to 
set right the impression which seems to pre- 
vail as to the liberty of government members 
upon this question. It is not left open to 
us to complicate the terms by inserting any 
condition as to make it in fact a SINE QUA 
NON; but it is left open for this Council to 
suggest what tariff would be suitable for this 
Colony. The hon. Mr. Wood has discussed 
this matter on its abstract merits, as if it 
was in our power to dictate to Canada what 
tariff we should have; he has laid before this 
House very ably the pros and cons of tariff 
and free port. It is for us to consider what 
tariff would best suit us in or out of Con- 
federation; but it is not allowed to us to pre- 
scribe to the Dominion what form of customs 
duties they shall adopt in this Colony, or in 
this province, as it will be. We have placed 
the control of the matter out of our hands, 
(No, no—Hons. Helmcken and Wood). 
Well, Sir, I believe we have; I say that view 
is imposed upon us by the terms, and I 
think it is better that it should be so; and 
for this reason: We, as being acquainted 
with the wants of the place, are best able 
to point out in what respect we need pro- 
tection and where our interests are likely to 
suffer from the tariff of the Eastern Prov- 
inces. But I believe, Sir, that there are those 
in the Dominion whose larger experience 
and mature views will render them much 
better able than us to supply such remedy 
as will be most beneficial. I am perfectly 
willing to explain my views on the subject 
of tariff and free port in the abstract, and 
the government invite the freest discussion 
on the point both as regards protection to 
agriculture and manufactures, and free port. 
But I believe it will be better for the Colony 
to leave the decision and the remedy for the 
evils to those who will have the care of this 
province as well as the Eastern provinces. 
I think it will be to the interest of statesmen 
in the Dominion to treat this Colony well. 
Instead of feeling any want of confidence in 
those statesmen, I feel sure that every pos- 
sible measure to promote the interests of this 
Colony will be well considered. They are in 
a better position to decide what will be most 
beneficial to this Colony even in regard to 
tariff. I would rather hear more opinions 
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expressed before I offer a suggestion; it is 
my intention to offer a resolution in general 
terms, so as to suggest to the Dominion 
Government that our agricultural interests 
must be protected and that certain things 
are required, and to ask the Dominion for 
such special provisions, in regard to tariff 
as we think we require. We are not in a 
position, after having endorsed the scheme 
of the Government, and after having handed 
over the sole control of the customs to 
Canada, to prescribe what tariff we shall 
nae or to impose conditions as to our local 
tariff. 

Hon. Mr. RopsoN—Mr. Chairman, while 
I consider the question of tariff one of very 
great importance, it does not appear to me 
that it necessarily forms any part of the 
terms. It is, in my opinion, futile to 
imagine that we shall obtain power, under 
Confederation, to frame and regulate our 
own tariff. The customs tariff is essentially 
a federal measure, and the Dominion Goy- 
ernment cannot very well permit a province 
to make its own tariff. To do so would, in 
my opinion, be to admit a principle which 
would ultimately break up the whole Con- 
federation. If such a concession were made 
to British Columbia every other province 
in the Dominion would forthwith clamor 
for it. The Dominion tariff is of necessity 
a federal matter, to be dealt with by the 
Federal Parliament, and it is unreasonable 
to expect that such an exception will be 
made in our favor. The customs tariff is 
the main source of federal revenue; and if 
any province were permitted to tinker with 
it the federal revenue would indeed be pre- 
carious. History does not encourage us to 
hope for such a power. Taking the United 
States which, in this respect, presents con- 
ditions not dissimilar to those of the Domin- 
ion, we find that the customs tariff has ever 
been a federal question. To no state or 
territory has it been conceded to deal with 
its own tariff. If the strongest reasons had 
not existed for this, we should certainly 
have found exceptions made in favor of 
Pacific States and territories. Hon. members 
will recollect the bitter complaints made in 
earlier times on this coast against federal 
tariffs; yet the people, while complaining, 
were never foolish enough to claim or expect 
the right to regulate their own tariff. They 
knew perfectly well that such a power was 
wholly incompatible with union. It is as 
well that we should not cling to any such 
hope as that of being permitted to make and 
regulate our own tariff under Confederation. 
I quite concur with the hon. the Chief 
Commissioner in the view that, notwithstand- 
ing the difference in existing conditions on 
this side of the continent and on the Atlantic 
side of it, there are many questions even of 
tariff which would be more successfully 
dealt with at Ottawa, and that our representa- 
tives would be listened to and would have 
their due weight upon such questions. Prob- 
ably through their influence the tariff would, 
in some respects, be made more conformable 
to our circumstances and interests; but the 
Dominion tariff must be altered and main- 





tained by the Federal Parliament and not 
by any provincial authority. We occupy a 
very exceptional position and shall do so 
for years, in regard to such questions; and 
this might justify us in asserting that the 
tariff of Canada, as a whole, is not appli- 
cable to British Columbia at present. But, 
Sir, permit me to say that this question, 
like most others, has two sides to it, and 
has not been approached with that fairness 
and candor which its great importance de- 
mands. We are very apt to estimate protec- 
tion above its real value—to forget the 
price we pay for it. Even our farmers 
sometimes pay more for protection than it 
is in reality worth to them. Under free 
trade the products of this part of the Colony 
commanded a much more ready market and 
higher prices than they do now after three 
years of protection. I am willing to admit 
that a few farmers have thriven, partly, 
perhaps, on protection, but partly, too, I 
am apt to think, at the expense of other 
classes and other interests in the Colony. 
Let us remember that protection is not an 
unmixed good and that it sometimes costs 
more than it is really worth. It should also 
be remembered that the importance of pro- 
tection is somewhat localized in its applica- 
tion. Nature has given ample protection to 
the interior of the Colony; and it is, in 
reality, only on this island and the Lower 
Fraser that artificial protection can be de- 
manded. I venture to think that there is a 
great future before Vancouver Island; but 
I do not believe that it will ever owe its 
greatness to agricultural development. I 
believe that its commercial, maritime, min- 
eral and manufacturing industries will far 
outweigh its farming interests, and I do not 
think, therefore, that we would be justified 
in refusing Confederation upon fair and 
equitable terms, simply because we could 
not have power to regulate the customs tariff. 
I regret that I am unable to agree with any 
one of the recommendations now before the 
committee. The wisest course, in my opinion, 
will be to ask the Dominion Government to 
withhold the application of the federal tariff 
of customs to British Columbia for a fixed 
period, say, until railway communication 
shall have been established through the 
Dominion to the Pacific. Until that takes 
place British Columbia must continue to 
occupy a position so isolated and so excep- 
tional as to render the general tariff, how- 
ever well adapted to the Provinces to the 
Eastward of the Rocky Mountains, scarcely 
suited to us. But with the opening of 
continuous railway communication these 
exceptional conditions will for the most part 
disappear. Look, for instance, at California. 
What a complete revolution the railway has 
wrought in the condition of that State. The 
moment the railway was opened California 
was no longer separated from the great 
commercial centres of the Eastern States by 
thousands of miles of sedge-bush and desert. 
It was practically set down alongside of 
them; or, to use the words of another, time 
and space were annihilated, and California 
became, for the first time, a fitting subject 
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of a common tariff framed at Washington, 
and enforced throughout the widespreading 
Union. Similar results will be realized in 
our own case. Upon the opening of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway British Colum- 
bia will practically be set down alongside of 
the Atlantic Provinces. We get over all 
constitutional difficulties by approaching the 
subject in this way. I do not say that the 
Dominion Government will assent to the 
proposition to postpone the application of 
their tariff to this colony until railway com- 
munication shall have been established; but 
we will approach them with a much greater 
show of reason and success in this way than 
in the other. I shall, therefore, propose an 
amendment or a recommendation, asking 
that the customs tariff of the Dominion be 
not extended over the colony of British 
Columbia until railway communication there- 
with shall have been established. Should 
this be agreed to on the part of the Canadian 
Government, it would then become our 
duty, upon entering the Dominion, to re- 
model our tariff with a view to protecting 
local industries, on the one hand, and build- 
ing up our commercial and maritime inter- 
ests, on the other. Canada might, possibly, 
sacrifice a little revenue in the first instance, 
but it would come back to her a hundred 
fold in the greatly enlarged prosperity certain 
to follow. In this way, also would be pre- 
sented a living recognition of the necessity 
for railway communication, if not an incen- 
tive for the speedy consummation of that 
great desideratum. This course which I 
propose will more fully meet the local neces- 
sities of the country, while it will be more 
acceptable to the people, and, I feel assured, 
more likely to meet with the concurrence 
of the authorities at Ottawa. It possesses 
the advantages of accomplishing more good 
than can possibly be attained in the way 
proposed either by the hon. member for 
Victoria District or that proposed by another 
hon. member, and, at the same time of 
steering clear of constitutional difficulties. 
Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Sir, we have heard 
some very good and eloquent speeches. I 
intend to say a few words, and will begin 
with first principles: When the Confedera- 
tion Delegates first met, they proposed to 
adopt a tariff similar to that of the United 
States—that the Federal Government alone 
should have the right to impose customs 
duties, that there should be no subsidies, 
and that each Province should raise its own 
revenue by direct taxation; but it was found 
that local governments were not favorable 
to direct taxation. At the Conference at 
Westminster it was at first proposed to give 
local legislatures power to make laws and 
impose direct taxation, but when the Organic 
Act was prepared that part was dropped out. 
I have desired to harmonize with the Organic 
Act; whatever we may do we should har- 
monize with the Organic Act; by so doing 
we shall meet with less objections at Ottawa. 
In looking at this question J may come to 
the conclusion that there is a possibility for 
the local government to raise taxes, but if 
it was referred to the Privy Council they 





might say it clashed. I will illustrate my 
meaning. I think the legislature of Ontario 
voted an additional sum to one of the judges; 
the Privy Council said it was unconstitutional 
to do so. So it might be if the local govern- 
ment imposed a tax upon foreign produce 
and manufactures. But we must not clash 
with the Dominion Government. In case 
the Dominion enacted customs laws lower 
than our own we would have the privilege 
to put direct taxes on those articles so as to 
give protection to them. Turning to the 
Year Book, I find that in New Brunswick 
the export dues on lumber amount to 
$70,000. This is an export revenue for a 
source of revenue. If the government of 
New Brunswick was able to except this item 
from the operation of the Dominion tariff 
why should we not be able to get the same 
sort of difference. The Canadian revenue 
will not suffer, every article will have to pay 
the Canadian tariff, and Canada will benefit 
by any prosperity that we enjoy. 

Hon. Dr. CaRRALL—For how long do you 
propose to suspend the operation of the 
Dominion tariff? 


Hon. Mr. DeECosMos—I have said indefi- 
nitely—possibly for ten or twelve years—we 
may have the railway completed by that time. 
The hon. Mr. Wood put the question prop- 
erly. The tariff is a thing that is changeable, 
it rises and falls. Suppose that Canada has 
to raise six millions for a guarantee for the 
railway, they might have to raise the tariff. 
I think the tariff will probably rise for a long 
time. But this is aside the issue. My object 
in making this proposition is to prevent 
clashing between our local government and 
the Dominion. I include produce in my 
recommendation, which means stock, cere- 
als, and vegetables. If a provision of that 
sort were added we would be in a position 
to get a certain degree of protection, and the 
largest interest, that is the agricultural in- 
terest, will be satisfied. But I maintain that 
beyond this we ought to protect certain rude 
manufactures; and in going into the Domin- 
ion we should go in with as little friction as 
possible; there must be some friction, but 
we must keep things as smooth as possible. 
There will be, as I have said before, a revo- 
lution in labor and value. Now, we do not 
want too much protection. Let our agricul- 
tural interests be satisfied, and if those 
engaged in rude manufactures are protected 
the people will be satisfied. There are also 
a class engaged in trade who believe in pro- 
tection; you will find then the agricultural 
interest, the manufacturing interest, and 
believers in protection, who will form a 
strong band of opponents to Confederation. 
Take away this subject of friction and you 
have the whole thing easier; if they are not 
considered there will be opposition before 
Confederation, and more after. If hon. 
members desire to keep up a feeling of 
loyalty towards Canada after Confederation, 
they will protect those interests. With re- 
spect to the hon. member for New Westmin- 
ster, his argument is no stronger than his 
weakest point, which is, [Hon. Dr. Helm- 
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cken—His resolution]. Well, perhaps this 
is the weak point; he admits the whole 
point, I do not intend to follow the hon. 
member. I ask hon. members to consider 
this question so as to consider industries and 
manufactures so that the union may be last- 
ing. I hope both sides will unite heartily in 
shaping our institutions with this end in 
view. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—Mr. Chairman, I only 
desire to drop a few hints. I say that the 
Organic Act is wholly inapplicable to this 
colony. Does the hon. member for New 
Westminster mean to hand us over under this 
Organic Act to swell the coffers of the 
Dominion? I hail any approach to free 
trade; I believe in it; free trade should have 
as free a course as the wind. Now, sir, with 
regard to what has been said about protec- 
tion to commerce; there are natural and 
artificial protections. I am for protecting 
the farmer by natural protections. Any 
attempt to shut out the surplus produce of 
another country must fail. The attempts to 
protect farmers by imposing a tax on flour 
and such articles is a mistake. Any protec- 
tion beyond harbor and pilot dues is a vicious 
system. Then, say others, free port is abol- 
ished, would you go back to direct taxation. 
I say, how can we ascertain what the people 
can pay by taxing income and property. 
The revenue would be smaller, but it is now 
fictitious. We must curtail expenditure—and 
having done so I would abolish customs 
altogether as a source of revenue. I agree 
entirely with the proposition of the hon. 
member of New Westminster that the tariff 
of the Dominion is a federal matter. 


Hon. Mr. HumMpHreys—Mr. Chairman, 
I rise to support the recommendation of the 
honorable member for Victoria District. I 
have listened carefully to the lofty argu- 
ments of the Government appointees on this 
question. It appears to me that the mistakes 
which the English generally make are attrib- 
utable to their reading and studying Great 
English writers too much instead of con- 
sidering what is practically applicable to a 
new country. Old countries are, in this 
respect, very different to new. Free trade 
may suit England and other old countries, 
whilst it may act very perniciously in a new 
one. Even in old countries a large portion 
of the people whom free trade is calculated 
to benefit are against it. But in new coun- 
tries protection is absolutely necessary. It 
is said by some honorable gentlemen that 
the farming interests in the upper country 
needed no greater protection than nature 
had given them. I can mention an instance 
to the contrary. Flour was imported last 
year from California and sold in Cariboo 
at prices with which the upper country 
farmers could not compete. There ought 
to be some way of protecting the up coun- 
try farmers without clashing with the in- 
terests of the Dominion. I think it but 
just and right to protect the farmers above 
all other interests. I look upon this ques- 
tion as next to responsible government 
and that I regard as the most important 








question in the resolutions which are before 
the Council; all others sink into insignifi- 
cance beside these two conditions. 


The Hon. COMMISSIONER OF CusTOMS— 
Notwithstanding that the local legislature 
after Confederation may not have a right to 
frame its own tariff, what we hope is that 
the Canadian Parliament will deem is desir- 
able for their own interests that a special 
tariff should be framed for this part of the 
Dominion. There is no law against this. It 
would not be a differential duty; it cannot 
be objected to on this ground. Differential 
duties are where the same articles from two 
different countries are charged differently. 
If the Canadian tariff was applied here taxa- 
tion would be lessened. We must not lose 
sight of that fact. It would probably be 
lessened to the extent of $1,000,000 a year. 
I have estimated the difference upon one 
quarter’s revenue, and I believe the differ- 
ence to be at least $20,000 for the quarter. 
For all that, I think the tariff should be 
changed. A special tariff is required. I 
mentioned yesterday horses and cattle. I 
think the $15 on a horse and $10 on cattle 
would be a great hardship on this colony; 
it would amount to a prohibition. Last 
year 1,700 head of cattle were imported 
into this city; are we prepared for the differ- 
ence that the Canadian tariff would make in 
this item? I think this large duty would be 
most objectionable. With a tariff made espe- 
cially to protect the farmers, over 40,000 
pounds of butter were last year imported. 
If the Canadian tariff of four cents a pound 
were applied, I do not know that much more 
could come in. I think that the farmers 
must have sold all they had. I think that 
advocates of protection do not apply the 
principles of protection to farmers of the 
upper country, but those of Vancouver Isl- 
and the farmers will feel the weight of the 
protecting tariff without receiving any of its 
benefits. They will not feel the difference in 
the duty upon butter. I think that there will 
be a treaty of reciprocity between the United 
States and Canada, and I hope this colony 
will participate in it. It would be a great 
advantage. (Hear, hear!) I think the open- 
ing of the United States markets to our lum- 
ber would more than counterbalance the loss 
of protection on produce; I don’t care for 
coal, they take as much as we can supplv. 
I would suggest that this Council should 
send forward to Government a recommen- 
dation that we believe special tariff desir- 
able, nay, almost imperative. I do not be- 
lieve that our eight members in the House 
of Commons, and four in the Senate of 
Ottawa, will have no weight; if so, they had 
better come back. What in God’s name 
good will they do? I think the question 
may be safely left to the Canadian Govern- 
ment and our representatives at Ottawa. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—With the view of 
bringing this to a vote I will propose this 
recommendation: That, in the opinion of 
this Council it is highly desirable that the 
agricultural, horticultural and dairy interests 
of British Columbia be protected; and I do 
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this in order to divide the question into two 
parts. One honorable member wants the 
power of suiting the tariff to our conveni- 
ence, and more than one honorable member 
has said that confederation must come. I 
deny it. There is no necessity that it should 
come now. If the people vote against con- 
federation when the terms come before them, 
His Excellency will inform her Majesty’s 
Government that the people don’t want it. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—We have al- 
ways said so. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I have so 
stated fifty times already. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I am glad it is so 
understood. The honorable gentlemen must 
be very careful to make the terms suit, for 
if the terms don’t suit the people we shall 
not have confederation. I say that the peo- 
ple have been seriously told that confedera- 
tion was to be the destiny of this colony. 
(No! no! from Messrs. DeCosmos and Bar- 
nard.) Efforts have been made to impress 
on the colony that we must have confedera- 
tion on any terms. I do not consider that it 
is necessary for us to go in under the Organic 
Act. We did not expect to do it. To the 
honorable Collector of Customs I would 
say, that much stress is laid upon the fact 
that under the Canadian tariff the people 
will save $100,000; that is because the cus- 
toms lose the people save. I say this does 
not follow. Canadian goods don’t come 
here now because they cannot compete. The 
only reason they will be used is they will 
come in free, while others pay tariff. Pos- 
sibly then the difference in price between 
Canadian goods and our goods may be very 
little; the Government may lose, but the 
people won’t gain. Do you understand 
that? (No, no! from Hamley and others.) 
People may have to pay as much for Cana- 
dian goods as for American goods now. 

Hon. COMMISSIONER OF CustoMs—Amer- 
ican goods would come in less the duty now 
paid. Don’t you see? 

Hon. Mr. Woop—The difference of trans- 
port would prevent Canadian manufactures 
from coming here cheaper. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—TI say the tariff 
would be almost the same on those Ameri- 
can goods then as now. I grant there will be 
a loss on agricultural produce; honorable 
gentlemen say they may send agricultural 
produce. Butter, I believe, comes from 
cows: it costs money to buy a cow; there is 
the difference between raising agricultural 
produce and cattle. If butter could be grown 
from the ground I don’t suppose that forty 
tons would have been imported. Farmers 
are poor; they have not money to buy stock. 
Keep up protection and they will have money 
by-and-by to purchase cattle. Experience 
of the agriculturists in this colony has taught 
me that farmers with capital come out at the 
wrong end of the stick, whilst those who 
have gone in to work for themselves have 
made money. I know most of the farmers 
on Vancouver Island, and I find that those 
who began with nothing are doing well. The 
Hon. Collector of Customs said that farm- 





ers in the upper country don’t require a 
tariff. I went into that question yesterday. 
I think they will want it. 

Hon. Dr. CaRRALL and Mr. BARNARD— 
Prices are getting too high now. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—It is exceedingly 
easy and pleasant for us who want to eat to 
say prices are too high, but let any man go 
to work on a farm and he will have experi- 
ence of the difficulties. The Hon. Collector 
of Customs says a treaty of reciprocity would 
be of great benefit, and that we might give 
up the farming interests of this colony for it. 
Now, sir, this Council said last year, almost 
unanimously, that agricultural interests must 
be protected. Why should honorable mem- 
bers think that we should require anything 
different under confederation? The honor- 
able member for Victoria District almost 
led me the way in saying that irritation 
would arise which would lead to a desire for 
annexation if the agricultural interests were 
not protected. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—The inter- 
ests we want to protect would be annihilated 
under confederation. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I say what we 
want now is what we want under con- 
federation. Now, sir, what have we been 
trying for. What has been our policy? Why, 
to protect industry. I am told that the 
Dominion Government will not admit any 
alteration in our tariff and the example of 
the United States is cited. It has been said 
that California wanted to alter her tariff 
and was not allowed to do so. I say, in 
reply that California was one and a part of 
the United States. British Columbia is not 
yet confederated, so we are still in a position 
to make terms. California would have made 
terms if she could, but could not, and it was 
for a time a question whether she should not 
secede. It was only large subsidies and 
steam communication that kept California 
in the Union. There is this peculiarity in 
the Organic Act: section ninety-five enables 
Canada to make different laws as to agri- 
culture in each different province. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I don’t think 
that section applies to the tariff; it does not 
sound like it. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Perhaps it does 
not, but I say that anything advantageous to 
the colony may be enacted by the local 
government. We can ask for a separate 
tariff and Canada has power to make differ- 
ent laws as to agriculture in each province. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—NOoO, that is a 
mistake. The 95th section weakens the hon. 
member’s argument. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I say it strengthens 
my argument. It does not mean merely that 
people may clean thistles out of their land. 
The simple issue is, shall agricultural inter- 
ests be protected or not? It is quite possible 
that those who regulate the treaty, when 
brought into contact with Canadian states- 
men, may devise some means whereby this 
result may be effected. I do not mean to 
give up to Canadian statesmen that they 
know more than ourselves about our local 


558 23 MARCH 1870 

















affairs, but I do think we may utilize their 
experience. I do not think that people, when 
they know that Confederation will not be 
forced upon them, will accept Confederation. 
The question for the farmers will be, Shall 
agriculture be protected or not? I ask again, 
is agriculture protected by the resolution or 
not? 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—It is not a 
SINE QUA NON. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I think the 
idea to take a vote on protection to agricul- 
ture a good one, and I would rather that the 
resolution stopped there. Then I would pro- 
pose a further resolution, pointing out the 
difficulties and ills we labor under. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I accept that alter- 
ation. We shall by it procure an expression 
of the opinion of the Council upon this point. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I go further than 
that resolution. I stand here as a protec- 
tionist and I want to see the manufacturing 
interests protected as well as the agricultural 
interests. Protection will be a SINE QUA NON 
with my constituents. If the hon. senior 
member for Victoria will divide the question 
into agricultural interests, manufacturing 
interests and trade, I will withdraw my 
recommendation. I say that we want this 
question settled before Confederation. As 
for reciprocity, it has, in my opinion, to be 
based on existing industry. The most im- 
portant treaty of reciprocity was between 
England and Portugal, under which English 
goods were admitted into Portugal and wines 
into England. Reciprocity to be successful 
must be based on existing industries. If 
we enter into a treaty of reciprocity with 
the United States, we must build up our 
industries, such as coal. I take it that what 
our coal has to contend with is foreign and 
native coal in the San Francisco and Portland 
markets. Unless there is an extended market 
for coal it is impossible to increase the trade 
in it. Reciprocity would destroy the most 
permanent interests; that, for instance, of 
agriculture, and we would gain nothing by 
it. I say if Canada thinks proper to negoti- 
ate a treaty of reciprocity with the United 
States we should be at liberty to negotiate 
a separate treaty, or to insert special clauses 
in the treaty. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Let us clear 
the ground by getting the Chairman to put 
this resolution as an abstract proposition. 


The Chairman then read the resolution as 
an abstract proposition for the vote of the 
Council: 

That in the opinion of this 
Council it is necessary that the 
agricultural, horticultural and dairy 
interests of British Columbia be 
protected. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Mr,. Chair- 
man, I am prepared to vote for that Proposi- 
tion, but I do not go quite to the extent of 
believing it necessary, although I think it 
very desirable. I don’t think it of such 
importance as the hon. members for Victoria 
City and District, as to make it a vital 


question or a SINE QUA NON of Confederation. 
1 think it is desirable to continue protection 
under Confederation, and I do not see why 
we cannot. I think that the Dominion 
Government may, perhaps, be better able to 
provide the ways and means to effect that 
object than ourselves. We may not be able 
to provide a remedy, but we may advise. 
The protection that we ask for only partially 
affects the community. It is patent that it 
only affects Vancouver Island and the Lower 
Fraser at this time. (No, no, from Mr. 
DeCosmos.) I say that the farmers of the 
Interior have a geographical protection. The 
time is so distant when agricultural produce 
can come in to the upper parts of British 
Columbia or when the produce of the upper 
country can come into competition with the 
produce of the Island and of the Lower 
Fraser in these markets, without feeling the 
cost of transport as equivalent to a protec- 
tive duty, that before that time arrives the 
tariff may be amended again and again. With 
regard to what has been said about the closer 
union with a foreign country, I said and I 
repeat it that if the interests of the farmers 
would be prejudiced under Confederation, 
they would be utterly annihilated under 
Annexation. I believe that if we were 
brought under the Dominion tariff they 
would be injured. I did not say that the 
Dominion would not give us separate tariff 
regulations. I think they will do so but I 
say we have put ourselves out of a position 
to prescribe. We have put before them a 
scheme, and we have left the tariff out of 
the scheme. We can now point out that we 
want protection, and leave it for the Domin- 
ion Government to point out the means. 
We have virtually put it out of our hands 
to dictate the means approved by this 
Council. I cannot agree in thinking that 
clause 91 leaves us free to impose our own 
tariff. I say we have made the “British 
North America Act” apply under the scheme 
which we have adopted under clause 16. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—I differ from that. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—That is the 
whole strength of my argument. We have 
virtually given up the power over the tariff 
to Canada, but it is open to us and the 
Council are invited to state what is wanted. 
It must be remembered that those terms are 
only memoranda for Confederation. Differ- 
ent terms may be sent back, and it will be 
left for the new Council to decide upon 
them; and I, for one, am ready to suggest 
to the Canadian Government that we should 
have protection, although there are objec- 
tions, for if you protect one interest another 
must suffer. We pay for the protection of 
produce in the increased price of the articles 
we consume. I go to the length of thinking 
it desirable to recommend the Canadian 
Government to protect our agricultural 
interests. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I will ask the 
honorable mover of this recommendation 
whether he insists on the word ‘necessary’? 
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Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I say this is one of 
those things that under Confederation will 
be necessary. 

Hon. CureF COMMISSIONER—Will the 
hon. member alter the word ‘necessary’ to 
‘very desirable’? 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—TIf you retain 
that word I must vote against it. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I retain the word. 

Hon. Mr. Rospson—‘Highly desirable’ 
would suit my views better. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—TI think the word 
ought to be retained. 

Hon. Mr. ALsTON—I believe all restric- 
tions are false in principle, and governments 
have no right to travel out of their path to 
dictate principles. It has rightly been said 
that protection to agriculture is at the ex- 
pense of other things, and it is simply ridicu- 
lous to say that agricultural interests are the 
only interests in the colony. Vancouver 
Island cannot be looked upon as an agricul- 
tural country. I would vote for protection 
temporarily, but as soon as good roads are 
made the farmer needs no protection, and 
although free trade may be injurious to one 
interest, I believe it to be the correct prin- 
ciple. It strikes me that the Organic Act 
is a treaty of partnership between four 
countries, and where the terms are silent we 
can alter the Organic Act. If it be that we 
may make the laws, Canada still takes the 
revenue; and unless the resolution is altered 
I cannot vote for it. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I may clear 
the ground if I make a suggestion. I think 
it would be better to take the subjects sepa- 
rately, and then I would embody the whole 
matter in one resolution to His Excellency. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—lIt would be desirable 
to have as unanimous a vote as possible. 
The Hon. Chief Commissioner and the Hon. 
Mr. Alston have said that a tax on produce 
would be likely to prove injurious. I say 
that protection is only to be extended until 
our agriculturists can compete with the far- 
mers on the opposite shore. If reciprocity 
should eventually arise, I do not pledge 
myself to support protection. It may be 
necessary then to make some compensation 
to farmers, but I cannot say I would support 
it. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—We want a posi- 
tive guarantee for protection. 

Hon. Chief Commissioner moved an 
amendment to change the word ‘necessary’ 
to ‘highly desirable.’ 

The recommendation, as amended, was 
carried. 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmos moved a resolution, 
‘That it is highly desirable that manufac- 
tured articles should be protected.’ 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I would ask 
the hon. member to define manufactured 
articles. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I would name 
boots and shoes. Now in event of any reci- 
procity treaty, I should like to see our inter- 
ests protected. A reciprocity treaty may exert 
a stimulating influence for a time or it may 


be detrimental. We have confectionary and 
many other things; for instance, there is a 
proposition to erect a woolen manufactory. 
Furniture at present all comes from the 
United States. Our cabinetmakers could 
manufacture it here if they could import the 
raw material free. The same could be said 
of wheelwrights. If we are to have large 
public works we must have these interests 
protected. Harness may be brought in 
cheap under reciprocity, leather and soap 
likewise. I start out on this principle, if we 
can keep our manufactures at home we are 
doing our duty. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—The Canadian tariff 
applies to all the articles mentioned by the 
hon. gentleman; I am mystified in regard io 
this protection. He says he wants protection 
for leather, and boots, and harness. Twenty 
per cent is our tariff on wagons, and yet no 
class of wagons, such as is wanted, can be 
made here. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—We shall never 
have producing manufactures if we do not 
protect them. With regard to wagon build- 
ing, parties now engaged in the business 
were about to leave until the tariff was 
introduced. Competition lowers the price 
of home manufactured articles. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I shall support 
this resolution; the Canadian tariff to some 
measure meets it. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I shall ask to 
have the words altered. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Presently we shall 
have to protect British Columbian interests 
against Canadian interests. If the farmer 
and boot maker are protected, other local 
manufactures must be protected also. Where 
you do not produce things admit them free. 
It is our duty to protect our own interests. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—And turn people out 
of the country. 


Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—You keep them in. 
You send out $100,000 a quarter for goods, 
which ought to be spent here. That $100,000 
ought to be invested in mines and in build- 
ing up the country. Now you want this 
country to be a garden and a manufactory. 
The people must do it, and it is the only 
way in which they can do it. Put your pro- 
ductions into competition with the whole 
world and you will ruin the producers 
throughout the whole colony. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Another 
question is, up to what point are you to 
protect? What is the use of protecting prod- 
uce if you protect colonists out of the 
country? I put this as an abstract proposi- 
tion. There is no more moot point than the 
difference between free trade and protection. 
I see the Canadian tariff protects these things, 
and I don’t feel inclined to ask for more. 
Under the Canadian tariff agricultural prod- 
ucts are almost free, but manufactures are 
protected. I don’t intend to assume that the 
tariff will be taken off—that protection is to 
be taken away from manufactures, for if so, 
it will be against the arguments of the mem- 
bers from British Columbia. 
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Hon. Mr. RospsoN—Some members are 
growing protection mad. They want to build 
a wall around the colony and keep out the 
entire world. You must come down to first 
principles. When honorable members talk 
about protection, I suppose we intend to 
protect that which we can produce. Are we 
to protect so as to force people into branches 
of industry unthought of before? Some 
honorable members have run to the extent 
of protecting population out of the colony; 
another favors protection in order to keep 
prices low, and thus to secure our popula- 
tion. I maintain that protection has run too 
far, and the agriculturists have not benefited 
by it. [No, no! Mr. DeCosmos.] They tell 
me the demand is so small that prices are 
less. I am not in favor of withdrawing pro- 
tection from farmers, but let us see that it 
doesn’t go too far. 

Hon. Mr. Woop—Might I not turn the 
tables by judging some hon. members are 
free trade mad; no one ever dreamt of such 
high taxation. So far from sweeping off 
population we secure it, and in England free 
trade is intended to benefit the manufac- 
tures and it does so. It struck a blow at 
agriculture, and if they had not gone into 
raising and spending more money it would 
have been an utter failure. High price for 
corn is now unknown; but free trade by way 
of dogma is absurd. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—There is a distinc- 
tion between a tariff for protection and a 
prohibitory tariff. The hon. Collector of 
Customs will set me right if I am mistaken, 
but I believe the importation of arms from 
foreign countries into a colony is prohibited. 


Hon. COLLECTOR OF CustomMs—Prohib- 
ited, I believe, altogether. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—Precisely so; that 
the defence of the Colony may never depend 
on foreign aid. The hon. Chief Commis- 
sioner asked the extent of the protection. 
I say, during the infancy of the Colony. 
When we are able to run alone protection 
will be unnecessary. With regard to farmers 
wanting free trade, I deny it emphatically. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—No doubt the Ca- 
nadian Government will like this amendment 
of the tariff. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I shall vote 
against it because it says it is expedient to 
arrange it in the terms. If the hon. member 
alters the wording it would then become on 
the same footing as the last recommendation. 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmos altered the wording 
a hinge and on vote the motion was 
ost. 

The motion of hon. Dr. Helmcken was 
put and carried. 
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On the House going into Committee of 
the whole on the Confederation Resolution. 

Mr. DeCosmos moved the following reso- 
lution: 


That in the opinion of this Coun- 
cil it is expedient in order to foster 
commerce, to admit, duty free, 
into this colony or some portions 
thereof certain articles of foreign 
merchandise not produced in the 
Dominion or this colony, and that 
provision for the admission of the 
same be made in the terms of union 
with Canada. 


In reply to a question the Hon. mover 
said it would be impossible to name all the 
articles; but a few of them might be in- 
stanced, such as tropical fruits, silks and 
English dry goods; he thought this the proper 
time to bring these matters to the attention 
of the Dominion government, believing that 
they would listen to them. Some discussion 
ensued as to the mode in which the different 
recommendations and resolution were to be 
taken up. 

The Hon. Attorney General called hon. 
members’ attention to the fact, that it had 
been agreed by the House that an expression 
of opinion on these general principles; 
namely as to the protection of agriculture, 
of manufactures, and of commerce, should 
be taken, and that as had been very properly 
suggested by the member for Victoria Dis- 
trict, a general resolution should be framed 
on these abstract views. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—I shall offer an 
amendment, because I think the question of 
Free Port and Protection should not be dealt 
with together. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—The proposi- 
tion of the hon. member for Victoria district 
is as to what shall be admitted free; the hon. 
member for New Westminster proposes to 
suspend the whole tariff. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—I stated one reason 
why I thought it not desirable to put the 
two together. You cannot get the control 
of the tariff. I say we want free trade in 
certain articles, and I say we must have the 
tariff entirely remodelled as to these articles. 
My difficulty is that we were last evening 
discussing protection, and how far we should 
have the power to deal with it. I moved an 
amendment which was, I think, the only 
constitutional way of dealing with the ques- 
tion, and in answering certain propositions 
of hon. gentlemen yesterday, I endeavoured 
to deal with protection per se. I listened 
with interest to what fell from the Hon. 
Commissioner of Customs, and I do not like 
to set my opinion against his on matters of 
this kind, on which I know he is an authority, 
especially when I find him backed by the 
hon. Attorney General and Chief Commis- 
sioner of Lands and Works. I instanced the 
United States of America, and said that they 
are a living instance of non-separation of 
tariff. The hon. Chief Commissioner of 
Customs did not go so far as to say we 
could frame a tariff for ourselves, but that 
the Dominion Government would frame it 
for us. Now, Sir, I say that we must not 
run away with any such idea. If we were 
allowed to have a different scheme of reve- 
nue, Newfoundland would ask the same; 
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New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and 
other provinces would all ask for exceptional 
tariffs, and the federal fiscal policy would 
be broken up and destroyed. Depend upon 
it we ought not to run away with such an 
idea. The Dominion government cannot 
admit of exceptional or differential tariffs 
any more than the United States can do so. 
Some hon. members say that we are not 
under the Organic Act, and need not be 
under it, unless we choose, that there is a 
distinction between the relations of the 
provinces that were confederated under the 
act, and those that may hereafter come in, 
and that we can change the Organic Act if 
we think proper. I admit that any province 
not prepared to come in under the Organic 
Act can stop out. The act is not binding 
on us now, but will be if we go into the 
Dominion. I am surprised to hear some hon. 
members speaking lightly of a reciprocity 
treaty. Look at the single item of coal. 
We at present only send 18,000 tons per 
annum to San Francisco. I have no doubt 
that under a reciprocity treaty, we should 
supply them with 50,000 tons a year at 
least, to say nothing of anthracite coal. In 
the course of a few years, allowing time for 
trade to develop itself, this would bring in 
$900,000 or, say, one million dollars a year 
into the Colony. Mr. Chairman, we are 
now speaking of a single item, and that, I 
believe, not the largest, which would bring 
in one million a year, and that calculation is 
based upon the present consumption of coal 
in San Francisco, and the consumption will 
no doubt increase. In addition to this, look 
at the quantity of shipping, and the cheap 
commodities which these ships bring in, 
which could hardly be brought as a measure 
of commerce. There are objectors to reci- 
procity. No doubt it would be very nice if 
we could open the United States ports to our 
goods, and close our ports to their goods. 
But this would not be reciprocity. There is, 
in my opinion, only one answer to be given. 
I say, give the farmers good roads, and this 
will be protection for them. Now, sir, what 
does the development of our coal interests 
mean; it means extension of labor, and circu- 
lation of money. Farmers have at once a 
full demand for their produce. Apply the 
same argument to lumber. Its development 
would cause more money to be expended in 
the colony. Every ton of coal brought to 
the bank, and every tree cut down, means 
spending of money. There, then, is another 
field opened up for what farmers have to 
sell. Give the farmers this development and 
good roads, and they would soon find out 
that reciprocity would be like the handle of 
a jug, on the side of British Columbia. De- 
pend upon it we will come in under the 
reciprocity treaty, and the advantages will 
be so great on our side that it will hardly be 
reciprocity. Nothing can be more unfair 
than to suppose we are to have a free market 
in the United States and they have none 
here. 


Hon. Collector of Customs asked if Mr. 
Robson had any resolution to propose. 


Hon. Mr. Robson said that at present he 
was replying to remarks that had been made 
by other hon. gentlemen. 

Hon. Attorney General said that the 
course that the hon. gentleman was pursuing 
was embarrassing, and would tend to compli- 
cate the question before the House, and pro- 
ceeded to correct a statement which he 
understood Mr. Robson to have made as to 
what had fallen from the hon. Chief Com- 
missioner, hon. Mr. Hamley, and himself 
on a previous occasion as to the right to 
control tariff being in the Provinces after 
Union. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—Anyone who 
knows the history of the United States 
knows that if any question of dealing with 
the tariff law in any manner other than 
federal could arise, it would be in reference 
to groups of states instead of single states. 
I say then that we must consider this as a 
group of Provinces of the Dominion. Many 
years will probably not elapse before we see 
groups of States distinguished as Pacific and 
Atlantic, or East and West and North and 
South, in the neighboring Republic. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—I rise to move a 
resolution. It is the same as that proposed 
at the Yale Convention by the hon. member 
for Victoria District in 1867. 


Hons. Dr. HELMCKEN and ATTORNEY 
GENERAL—What Convention? We know of 
no Convention. 


Hon. Mr. Ropson—lI have a perfect right 
to allude to what took place at the little 
Parliament at Yale. I believe this to be the 
proper way to approach the subject. The 
resolution which I propose is as follows: 

That a respectful address be pre- 
sented to His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor recommending that the fol- 
lowing may be included in the 
conditions of the proposed terms 
of union with Canada. If at any 
time after the admission, the legis- 
lature of British Columbia shall 
pass an address to the Governor- 
General of Canada declaring that 
it is expedient to establish a free 
port in the Pacific in order to ad- 
vance the interests of British com- 
merce in the North Pacific, the 
Parliament of the Dominion to 
make provision for the establish- 
ment of the same. 


It is astonishing to find what a change has 
come over the hon. Mr. DeCosmos since he 
changed his city seat for a rural seat. He is 
becoming less capable of taking a statesman- 
like view of these things than he was two 
years ago. I think by providing that, the 
new council shall, after due deliberation find 
it desirable, that a Free Port shall be estab- 
lished in this colony is, after all, the proper 
way. I cannot think that this House, with 
the small representative element that it has 
should be asked to decide this point. I say 
that the tendency of the Canadian policy is 
in the direction of free trade. (No, no, from 
hon. Mr. DeCosmos.) I sav it is, and there 
is a speech of Sir G. E. Cartier recently 
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published, in which he says that the ten- 
dency of Canadian policy is towards free 
trade. Now I believe that a great British 
Empire is to be established on this continent, 
—the Greater Britain; and I believe that all 
British manufactures will be admitted free. 
If Great Britain takes her true part in push- 
ing forward this Empire, she will naturally 
expect some advantages; she will naturally 
look for some immediate financial result. 
Every unproductive laborer in England is a 
tax upon the others; but transfer them to the 
Dominion and they will become producers 
and consumers. I believe it to be of the 
first importance that there should be a free 
port here. By a free port I do not mean that 
everything should necessarily be admitted 
free. There is no reason why local industries 
and especially agricultural interests should 
not continue to enjoy substantial protection. 
I believe the Canadian Government will 
readily realize the advantages of the policy 
of having a free port on the Pacific. There 
could be no local jealousies growing out of 
it. The provinces on the Atlantic could not 
object. Our free port would attract com- 
merce and wealth to the nation which they 
could not possibly attract, and thus enrich 
the nation and reflexly benefit all. I main- 
tain that while the larger advantages would 
be local, the general advantages would be 
very considerable. I was gratified in reading 
a leading article in the Ottawa Times, the 
organ of the Dominion Government, in 
which the theory of a free port for the 
Dominion on the Pacific is strongly and ably 
advocated, and this article forms a complete 
answer to those who allege that the Canadian 
statesmen would never listen to any such 
proposition. If it should be decided that a 
free port would conduce to the interests of 
the Province and, consequently, to the inter- 
est of the Dominion, why should not we 
have it? Why should we object? What 
more glorious idea can there be than that 
of a British Empire extending across the 
Continent, with its back to the North Pole, 
with its face looking Southward. I will not 
venture to say how far; with one foot planted 
on the Atlantic and the other on the Pacific, 
stretching out one hand to Europe and the 
other to Asia, and inviting commerce of both 
hemispheres to enter its wide open portals, 
free as the wind that fills the canvas. Depend 
upon it, Sir, if this is to be the true north- 
west passage, the gates must be thrown open. 
Let us not repel commerce, but woo it. I 
venture to think that the resolution which I 
have the honor to offer proposes to deal with 
the matter in the most statesman-like way; 
and I trust it will commend itself to the 
judgment, and receive the support of all 
parties in the House. 

Hon. Mr. HoLtsrookK—Whilst believing 
that the establishment of a free port at 
Victoria might be beneficial to the interests 
of the Lower Fraser; did not think it would 
be for the general good of the Colony. In 
his opinion the agricultural interests wanted 
protection; for the present he must vote 
against the hon. member for New West- 


minster. He thought that such questions 
ought to be left to the Dominion Govern- 
ment. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—After the very, I 
will not say unusual, but unexpected remarks 
in reference to myself, I must crave the 
indulgence of the House whilst I say a few 
words to set myself right. Sir, I had some- 
thing to do with the Yale Convention, and 
I am not ashamed of my connection with it; 
my political standard was unfurled then as 
it is to-day. When I first entered upon 
politics in this country I established a high 
political standard, which would take the 
measure of a political trickster as well as 
that of a statesman. There is nothing in the 
conduct of the hon. member for New West- 
minster either here or at Yale to entitle him 
to the name of statesman. I say, sir, that 
I am as free as I was at Yale to vote for that 
clause, and if it can be got into the terms I 
will vote for it. I brought the question up 
at Yale because I knew that there was a 
party in Victoria favorable to free port, and 
I wished to see the question fought out after 
Confederation not before. The hon. gentle- 
man was defeated; he could not get the Yale 
Convention to endorse the retaining of the 
Assay Office at New Westminster, and he 
took his defeat very much to heart. (Hon. 
Mr. Robson—Untrue, untrue). The hon. 
member for Yale came to me and said: 
“You concede this point as to the Assay 
Office and I will yield the free port. We 
don’t want Mr. Robson to leave.” That’s 
how it came to be in the Yale resolutions. 
Since to this Colony I came I have never 
swerved from protection. In the first article 
I wrote for a newspaper in this Colony the 
word “protection” occurs. I want to see 
the Canadian revenue laws extended here; 
I want to see power in the local government 
to protect the industrial interests of the 
colony. I would like to know who has 
changed the hon. gentleman’s opinions. I 
spent my time and money in getting protec- 
tion. I challenged a gentleman on the floor 
of this House to retire and I did retire, I 
hoisted the flag of protection and won. 


Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I wish to state that 
what the hon. gentleman said was true, ex- 
cept that he mistook the Hon. Mr. Robson 
for hon. Mr. Holbrook. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—We are here to 
remedy evils likely to occur from Confedera- 
tion, evils which are admitted by every 
member of this council. That there is an 
evil even the hon. member for New West- 
minster has admitted. (Hon. Mr. Robson— 
No!) The hon. gentleman makes his net so 
wide that he slips through; but he said in 
effect that the difficulty was irremediable 
and to get out of it he proposes not general 
free trade but free trade in certain special 
articles. If the Canadian Government can 
agree to one they can to the other. I believe 
that if we show the Canadian Government 
that the Canadian Tariff would be an evil, 
they will find means to remove the evil. I 
believe a tariff fair and suitable to this 
colony will be made. I believe we have 


CONFEDERATION DEBATE 563 











gone so far right; we have resolved that our 
agriculture shall be protected. Now comes 
the question as to commerce: We want 
articles of commerce as cheap as possible; 
our trade is chiefly retail, nevertheless it is 
important and should be fostered. I think 
that everything we can do to increase the 
population of this country is of importance, 
I therefore propose this resolution: 


That in the opinion of this coun- 
cil it is advisable that after union 
foreign manufactured articles in 
which trade can be carried on with 
neighboring countries shall be ad- 
mitted into this colony at a low 
nominal rate of duty, and generally 
the tariff should be made to suit 
the commercial condition of the 
colony. 


I think free trade in Vancouver Island 
would be beneficial with protection to agri- 
culturalists, but I do not think it desirable 
except in a limited way. Does anyone 
imagine that if free port was restored to 
Victoria her prosperity would return? In 
more early days, when she enjoyed free port, 
there were not the obstructions to free trade 
with the neighboring country that there are 
at present. Now there are Custom House 
officers to prevent smuggling and a great 
deal of illicit trade is checked. With regard 
to free trade: In former days we were far 
more advanced than the people on the Sound; 
to-day, on the Sound, trade has so far in- 
creased as to be almost equally as good and 
I am told you can buy goods almost as 
cheaply as in Victoria, so I do not believe 
free port would restore our pristine pros- 
perity. Under free trade it is supposed that 
large stocks of goods will come by Panama 
or by long sea route. But look at the altered 
condition of things resulting from the Pacific 
railway and the railway to Columbia River, 
and probably on to Puget Sound. Do you 
imagine anyone will send large stocks of 
goods to lie here? and will not people tele- 
graph for whatever they may require, and 
bring them across the continent by railway? 
I say that the same prosperity and trade 
that we enjoyed before would not come 
back. We are told that when the railway 
is made Asiatic trade will come across, but 
I doubt the railway being made in our time, 
and if it is, ships will go wherever the railway 
terminus is and that will not be here. It 
would be an advantage to have some articles 
free, silks, tric tracs, &c. Make Victoria the 
Paris of the coast and we may do something. 
And this brings me to the observation of 
my hon. friend on my right, that more 
frequent steam communication with the 
Sound would be productive of much good 
to trade. What I want to say is that the 
persons going to negotiate these terms ought 
to be able to state that this colony requires 
restrictions in the tariff. I do not intend to 
be factious, but I do intend to show to the 
Canadian Government what we consider 
best for this country, and that without cer- 
tain terms we believe Confederation will be 
bad. What use is it to attempt to deceive 





Canada? She knows what is being done, 
and if not there are those here who would 
tell her. It is our duty to show the Canadian 
Government that there are things we desire. 
Of what use is the country to Canada unless 
it is populated. She wants people, not terms. 
We must show what will be the advantages 
of Confederation. If the Tariff of the Do- 
minion must come here it will be unsuitable 
to us—an admitted evil. If this cannot be 
remedied Confederation is likely to be put 
off for years. I merely mean to elicit the 
feeling of this House on the subject of 
whether we can take off certain duties. If 
commerce can be protected in the way we 
desire, as we shall see when the persons who 
go to arrange the terms come back, then it 
will be no use to oppose Confederation; if 
the evil is still to exist, then there will be 
opposition. 

Hon. Dr. CarrRALL—TI shall vote against 
the resolution. With regard to free port I 
do not say I am opposed to it or in favor of 
it; but I do say that the Canadians will say 
if we pass this resolution, “What kind of 
people are these that pass a resolution yes- 
terday in favor of protection, and to-day 
desire free port?” The honorable member 
for Victoria city proved forcibly, I will not 
say conclusive, that free port would not be 
beneficial. His reasoning is inconsistent, 
and it is eminently characteristic of the 
honorable gentleman. 

Hon. Mr. HELMCKEN—J desire to explain 
the terms of my resolution—the latter part. 
If the Canadian tariff rules our farmers are 
ruined. 

Hon. Dr. CarraL~t—Vancouver Island 
can never be an agricultural country. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—Bring the Cana- 
dian tariff here and you take away protec- 
tion and tax the farmers for all they con- 
sume. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS 
—A free port is an impossibility unless the 
English Parliament repeal the Act of Union. 
This act enacts that British Columbia tariff 
laws shall prevail. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I believe a free 
port could be carried on if you could wall 
in an acre or two of this city and not do any 
injury to manufacturing interests or any 
Other interests. I mean to say that upon 
that acre people might expose their goods— 
make it one large bonded warehouse. 


Hon. Dr. CarraLL—We have heard of 
the pernicious effects in prospective of the 
Canadian tariff. I maintain that it will pro- 
tect the principal, that is the pastoral inter- 
ests, better than what is proposed by some 
honorable members. The admission of cere- 
als free will be counterbalanced by the 
additional protection afforded to the farm- 
ers’ horses and cattle and the cheaper rate 
for goods. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I wished to 
gather the opinion of this House before ex- 
pressing my opinion on this question. I 
regret much and am sure that this House 
will join with me in a feeling of regret, that 
my honorable colleague, the Chief Commis- 
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sioner of Lands and Works, is, unfortunately, 
absent from his place on account of indispo- 
sition, for I am aware that this is a subject 
to which he has given much consideration 
and I would have been glad that the House 
should have had the benefit of his opinion 
on this very serious question, for it is im- 
possible to approach the subject without 
feeling its vital importance, and I think it 
would tax our united will and energy to 
their utmost limits, if we had the power to 
frame a tariff which would be suitable; 
therefore I see wisely in all the resolutions 
a wide generality. Upon this question of 
tariff we must especially avoid attempting to 
commit the Dominion Government to any 
fixed principle. The tariff cannot be part of 
the terms, but it is undoubtedly a matter of 
consideration to be urged on the Canadian 
Government. Though we have assented to 
the Organic Act we have not shut ourselves 
out from going to the Dominion Parliament 
to ask for remedies which they can give to 
us, and to ask them to find a remedy which 
will make confederation acceptable to this 
colony. Therefore I think, with the honor- 
able Chief Commissioner, that one general 
resolution upon this subject, after dealing 
with the three separate resolutions or ab- 
stract principles, may with advantage be 
passed by this House. I think, also, with 
that honorable gentleman, Mr. Chairman, 
that Canadian statesmen who will have to 
deal with this matter will do so with wis- 
dom. They in considering the terms when 
other provinces have entered the confedera- 
tion must have experienced some of these 
difficulties which now come to us for the 
first time. No doubt many hon. members of 
this House have given great consideration to 
this question, yet I think that Canadian ex- 
perience will help us. Much has been said 
on Free Port, much for and against. My 
own tendencies, since first I had a seat on 
this floor, in another assembly, have been 
in favor of free port. I voted for it then, but 
I feel that I am obliged to vote against it 
now. The Imperial Government will not 
sanction anything which is in effect a differ- 
ential duty in the same tariff, but this is 
distinct from the question of a separate tariff 
for British Columbia. Other considerations 
will naturally strike Canada and J think if 
free port was made a SINE QUA NON she 
would refuse Confederation altogether, as 
she would not like to run the risk of entering 
into difficulties and dispute of a fiscal charac- 
ter with her great and powerful neighbor, 
which might possibly arise out of smuggling. 
Another difficulty to dealing with this mat- 
ter that we have to encounter is that we 
have information that a reconstruction of 
the Canadian tariff is at present going on, 
and there is some chance of a reciprocity 
treaty being arranged, therefore we cannot 
put forward any fixed principles. The main 
objections of the Dominion to a separate 
tariff, it strikes me, will be found to be: 
first, that they are afraid of infringing a 
principle; and, second, the formation of a 
precedent for a special tariff, which might 


cause Newfoundland, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and other Provinces to ask for special 
tarifis to suit their particular circumstances 
and to avoid the inconvenience of possible 
hostile tariffs. There are certainly many 
plausible reasons to be found in favor of a 
special tariff for British Columbia. Such as 
the difficulty of communication, the wart of 
either road or railway and the security 
against smuggling into Canada. But the 
probability is that protection to commerce 
would be secured by the reconstruction of 
the Canadian tariff, and I regard the framing 
of a tariff now which would apply satisfac- 
torily to our altered circumstances under 
such a thorough change as Confederation 
would bring, as a matter of impossibility. 
Formerly, when there was a free port at 
Victoria, it was always in danger, and the 
hon. senior member for Victoria City, then 
the Speaker of the Vancouver Island House 
of Assembly, was always afraid of every 
little impost on stock or produce lest it 
should infringe upon the principle of free 
trade, and at last it was so loaded with dues 
and charges that before the union the prin- 
ciple of free port was destroyed. But I see 
no reason why, when we are going into a 
partnership, we should not arrange the best 
terms we can and I think that the differences 
could be altered in favor of this colony, and 
in favor of Confederation generally. We 
have no power ourselves; that is the reason 
this question is not brought up in the terms. 
We must see what effect union will have on 
this colony first—we must see how the thing 
works before we decide finally. At the same 
time we must take care that we protect such 
important interests as agriculture and com- 
mence from haste or injurious delay. I will, 
therefore, as soon as the terms are settled 
propose a resolution which will meet this 
difficulty and give time to see what change, 
if any, the country may require. In sending 
our resolutions to the Canadian Government 
we must not suppose that we have exhausted 
the subject. Many points must arise when 
the Canadian commissioners come here, or 
ours go there—if the matter takes that turn 
—but we should be careful not to overload 
the terms lest we should endanger the cause 
of Confederation altogether. We must have 
some faith in the Dominion Government— 
in Canada and Canadian Statesmen. We 
must not forget that their own interests 
would be ours. I say nothing with regard 
to the latter part of the resolution of the 
hon. member for Victoria City except that it 
does not accord with his usual statesmanlike 
views. I shall offer no opposition to the 
latter part of the resolution of the hon. 
member but I cannot support the whole. If 
anyone will move an amendment to leave 
out the latter part, I will support it. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—We have three 
propositions now before the House; my own, 
and those of the hon. members for Victoria 
and New Westminster; the former divides 
the subject. I think they would both act 
judiciously if they withdrew the question of 
free port. 


CONFEDERATION DEBATE 565 





Hon. Dr. Carrall moved an amendment to 
strike out the latter part of the resolution 
of hon. member for Victoria. 


Hon. Mr. Ring suggested that the amend- 
ment should be deferred. These amendments 
so qualify the general principles that I must 
decline voting for any one of them. 


Hon. Mr. Woop—Sir, I do not intend to 
express my opinion on free trade or protec- 
tion but I intend to vote; and I think my 
hon. friend (Mr. Ring) might consider that 
he is not pledged to any particular course 
by his vote. I give my vote in order that 
the question may be brought before the 
Canadian Government, and ultimately before 
the people of this colony. 


Hon. Mr. RINc—I have great respect for 
the opinion of the hon. and learned gentle- 
man, but the resolution of the hon. member 
for New Westminster pledges us to the 
Organic Act, which I decline to endorse. 
We are entitled to our own free port and 
to the regulation of our own tariff. 

Hon. Mr. Rospson—I hope the hon. mem- 
ber will remain while I set him right. My 
resolution only asks that a Representative 
Council here, after due deliberation shall 
have power to decide upon this question. 
I consider that the name of free port is 
attractive; this, under the resolution of the 
hon. member for Victoria District, we should 
lose. We must not regard the Canadian tariff 
as entirely unprotective. It is wrong, it is 
untrue to state that the Canadian tariff is 
such a great evil, and I maintain that it 
would not be an evil, but an actual good, but 
that is no reason we should not seek to make 
it a greater good. 

The Clerk read the resolution of hon. 
DeCosmos, the amendment of hon. Robson, 
the amendment of hon. Helmcken, and the 
amendment of hon. Carrall. 

By the leave of the Committee the amend- 
ment of the hon. Mr. Robson was withdrawn, 
in order that it might be brought up as a 
substantive motion. 

On a division the motion of hon. Dr. 
Carrall was carried, and the original resolu- 
tion of Mr. DeCosmos was lost. 


The hon. Mr. Robson then moved his 
resolution, to which the hon. Mr. Humphreys 
moved an amendment. 

Amendment and resolution were lost. 


Hon. Mr. Drake—Sir, I rise to move this 
resolution on Excise: 
That in the opinion of this Coun- 
cil the duties of Excise levied upon 
malsters and brewers under the ex- 
cise laws of Canada would be detri- 
mental if made applicable to British 
Columbia, and that His Excellency 
be requested to take such steps as 
he may deem advisable for the 
interest of this colony, and further 
to take care that no export duties 
shall be charged on spars exported 
from British Columbia. 
And I would remark in doing so that 
excise as levied under the Canadian system, 
is very heavy indeed; there is duty, license 





and excise. The result would be to the 
brewing interests in all probability total 
extinction; for on an increasing trade the 
duty would be so high as to check trade in 
this direction. The other part of the resolu- 
tion is in respect to logs, the duty on which 
is $1 per 1000 on saw logs, but whether a 
spar or a mast it is regarded still as a log. 
Thus the Canadian tariff would seriously 
interfere with our industry and interfere 
with getting out masts and spars. 

Hon. Dr. CarrALL—TI think the hon. and 
learned member for Victoria city is under a 
misapprehension when he includes spars with 
logs. If ‘logs’ refers simply to saw-logs, I 
cannot see that the spar business would be 
affected. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I must con- 
fess, sir, that I do not see the object of this 
clause. I don’t think there is any need for 
alarm. I have lived for some years in 
Canada, and when I[ think of the Canadian 
statesmen who will look at British Columbia 
without regard to party politics, such men, 
for instance, as Sir J. A. Macdonald, Sir 
Francis Hincks, Sir A. T. Galt, Mr. George 
Brown, and the various statesmen accus- 
tomed to deal with these things I feel con- 
fident that we are safe in their hands; 
therefore I hope that the hon. and learned 
member will not imagine that in voting 
against this motion we are voting against 
the interests he so properly wishes to protect. 

Hon. Mr. Rinc—The hon. Attorney Gen- 
eral seems to think that these honorable 
men may live forever. He forgets that in 
the progress of time other men will take the 
lead in public affairs. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—It is a most im- 
portant question. The Canadian Govern- 
ment ought to know what we think of it. 
The brewing interest would disappear, and 
it is large in proportion to our population, 
and to ruin it would be doing an injury. I 
hope the hon. Attorney General will with- 
draw his opposition and let this recommenda- 
tion go with the others to the Governor that 
he may forward it with them to the Canadian 
Government. At the time the Organic Act 
was made it related to contiguous Provinces. 
The hon. Attorney General says they may 
not put it in force here for ten, twenty, or 
thirty years. Granted, but it may also be 
put in force immediately. I say, then, let 
the Canadian Government be made aware 
that the application of the excise laws to this 
colony will be detrimental to its interests. 

Hon. Dr. CarraLt—I think the hon. 
member loses sight of one fact. He is 
terribly afraid of the Canadian tariff, but he 
loses sight of the fact that barley comes in 
duty free. I believe the whole system will 
be carefully revised, and it is absurd to 
hamper the terms of the resolution for such 
a petty question. 

Hon. Mr. Draxe—In reply, I think our 
duty in coming here is to protect the inter- 
ests of the colony. We ask the Dominion 
Government to consider these things. We 
do not insist on terms being inserted. I do 
not ask for this only, I desire to draw the 
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attention of the Canadian Government to 
these interests that they may not be over- 
looked. As to these interests being petty and 
small, that is our misfortune; but let us not 
lose sight of them for that reason. As for 
Americans coming here to cut down our 
logs, I say let them come. If I can alter my 
resolution to suit the Attorney General I 
will do it. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—If I thought 
the interests of the colony would suffer I 
would consent to bring the subject before 
the Canadian Government, but I think we 
have nothing to fear. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—If you ruin the 
brewing interest, you inflict much harm in 
other ways. Brewers consume one million 
pounds of barley yearly. This is 7,000 acres 
of land which must be cultivated. To ruin 
this will throw out of employment a large 
number of people and, close up our brew- 
eries. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—I see no objection 
to sending this up, but not to make it a SINE 
QUA NON. I believe the Canadian Govern- 
ment will protect all these interests. Brew- 
ing is not of sufficient magnitude to kill 
Confederation. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—I must oppose if logs 
are left in. I think it may be our duty to 
protect spars and logs. 

Hon. Mr. Drake—Then I will strike out 
logs and leave spars. 

The Clerk then read hon. Mr. Drake’s 
motion, as altered. Carried. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—There are other 
things to be considered. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I think it is 
now competent for me to move the resolu- 
tion proposed by the hon. Chief Commis- 
sioner. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—lIs it intended that this 
shall swamp all the others? 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—NO, it relates 
only to tariff: 

RESOLVED, that this Council re- 
spectfully represent to His Excel- 
lency the Governor that in negotia- 
ting the terms of union of British 
Columbia with Canada, it is of the 
first importance to point out to the 
Government of the Dominion that 
the circumstances of this colony 
are in many respects so different 
from those of the Eastern Provinces 
that the application of the present 
Canadian tariff to this colony, while 
reducing the aggregate burden of 
taxation, would injuriously affect 
the agricultural and commercial in- 
terests of this community, and that 
it be therefore urgently impressed 
upon that Government that it is 
absolutely necessary to our well- 
being under Confederation that 
special rates of Customs duties and 
special Customs regulations be ar- 
ranged for this colony in such man- 
ner as may be found practically 
most advisable, so as to secure, 
while our requirements in this re- 


spect remain as at present an equal 
measure of protection to our agri- 
cultural products and of facility to 
commerce, as are provided under 
the existing British Columbia tariff. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


The original motion of the hon. Mr. De- 
Cosmos on the Orders of the Day was read 
and by leave withdrawn. 

Hon. Mr. Drake’s motion was also with- 
drawn. 

Hon. Mr. Holbrook’s motion was put and 
ost. 

Hon. Mr. Robson’s motion was put and 
lost. 


Hon. Mr. Humphreys moved, 

That in the consideration of the 
subsidies to be given by Canada to 
this colony due weight shall be 
given to the advisability of abolish- 
ing the present road tolls on the 
Yale Cariboo road, and also to 
make provision for funds to keep 
the same in repair. 


I put this in consequence of the sugges- 
tions thrown out by the hon. Chief Com- 
missioner. I think these road tolls have done 
more towards making bankrupts than any 
over-trading. They are main trunk roads, 
and I think they ought to be kept up by the 
Dominion Government. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I am not 
aware that that is the result of a suggestion 
of the hon. Chief Commissioner. I am 
aware of his views, and I believe he has 
doubts as to whether roads can be main- 
tained by a Government so far removed as 
Canada. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I would suggest that 
this be laid over till the hon. Chief Commis- 
sioner be here. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—The hon. 
Chief Commissioner would not object to any 
conclusion of the House on this matter. 
But I caution hon. members not, by the 
addition of these suggestions, so to overload 
the resolutions as to break down the whole 
of them. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I move that the 
Committee rise and report progress, in order 
that the matter may be laid over until the 
hon. Chief Commissioner is in his place. 

Committee rose and reported progress. 


Friday, 25th March, 1870. 





On Mr. Humphrey’s motion on roads 
being read the Hon. Attorney General said: 


I regret to say that my honorable col- 
league, the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and Works is still too much indisposed to 
attend to his place in this House. I would, 
therefore, suggest that the honorable mem- 
ber should postpone this notice until he is 
present. 

Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—I have no objec- 
tion to defer it on the understanding that it 
comes up on Monday. 
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Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—On Monday, 
or this day, if the Committee get through 
with their other motions on confederation. 

Hon. Mr. Rinc—I desire to introduce a 
motion with regard to free port, but I do 
not intend to inflict upon the House a speech. 
I move that His Excellency be respectfully 
requested to place in the terms a clause to 
restore to Victoria the system of free port 
antecedent to confederation. The honorable 
member for New Westminster was indignant 
with me yesterday for not supporting his 
resolution. I only say that his proposition 
was hypercritical. I ask that we may have 
free port restored before confederation. We 
have now the right to legislate for ourselves 
on this point. Hereafter we shall be at the 
mercy of the Canadian Parliament at Ottawa. 
I would make free port one of the conditions 
of confederation, but first restore free port. 

On the Clerk reading the first words of 
the resolution,— 

Hon. Dr. CarrALL—I rise to a point of 
order. I say that this question has been 
already decided. 

CHAIRMAN—I think the honorable mem- 
ber for Nanaimo is not out of order on that 
point. The question of free port yesterday 
related to free port after confederation. The 
resolution of the honorable member for 
Nanaimo is in reference to free port ante- 
cedent to confederation. 

Hon. Mr. DECosmos—The honorable 
member is surely out of order, this Commit- 
tee having met to consider confederate reso- 
lutions. 

CHAIRMAN—I rule that the Hon. Mr. 
Ring is in order, as his resolution refers to 
the terms of confederation now before this 
committee. On the honorable Mr. Ring’s 
motion being put to vote it was lost. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrook—I have very great 
pleasure in bringing this resolution forward 
with reference to the Indian tribes. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I ask the in- 
dulgence of the honorable member whilst I 
interpose a few words. On a former occa- 
sion a very evil impression was introduced 
in the Indian mind on the occasion of Sir 
James Douglas’ retirement. I ask the honor- 
able gentleman to be cautious, for Indians 
do get information of what is going on. 

Hon. Mr. HoLtBrookK—My motion is to 
ask for protection for them under the change 
of government. The Indians number four 
to one white man, and they ought to be 
considered. They should receive protection. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—These are the 
words that do harm. I would ask the honor- 
able Magisterial member from New West- 
minster to consider. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBROOK—I say they shall be 
protected. I speak of Indians of my own 
neighborhood, on the Lower Fraser. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—I rise to a point of 
privilege. I think that the warning of the 
Hon. Attorney General is necessary. This 
is the sort of discussion which does harm. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Don’t report it. 

Hon. Mr. HoLtsproox—I do not view it in 
that way. I say that the Indians of the 


Lower Fraser are intelligent, good settlers. 
I ask that they receive the same protection 
under confederation as now. 

Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS—I would ask what 
protection they have now. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrook—They have protec- 
tion in being allowed to occupy land, and 
they enjoy equally with white people the 
protection of the law, and I ask the House 
to keep them in the same position. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—If the Indians 
had no better protection than the Hon. 
Magistrate from New Westminster, I should 
not envy them their protection. The honor- 
able gentleman must have forgotten the 
direction of the Imperial Government to his 
Excellency the Governor in Lord Granville’s 
despatch. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—The Hon. Mr. Hol- 
brook has told you that he speaks in behalf 
of 40,000 Indians. I speak in the name of 
65,000. I am inclined to think we should 
not pass this matter over entirely, we ought 
to point out our desire that the Indians 
should be cared for. Now, the Canadian 
Indian policy has been characterized as 
good, even by American statesmen. Our 
own policy is not worth the name. I con- 
sider it to be a blot on the Government. 
I will, therefore, propose as an amendment 
the following: 

That the Indian policy of Canada shall be 
extended to this colony immediately upon 
its admission into the Dominion, and that 
the necessary agencies and appliances for 
an efficient administration of Indian affairs 
may be at once established. 

The Canadian Government occupies the 
position of guardians to Indians. They are 
treated as minors. There is a perfect net 
work of Indian agents in Canada, and 
through them the Indians are made presents 
of agricultural implements, seeds and stock. 
Now, if we let it go forth to the Indians 
that their interests are being considered, and 
that this will be greatly to their advantage, 
I say, by making the Indians feel all this, 
there will be less danger of exciting any 
unpleasant feeling among them. We should 
let the Indian mind at rest and let them feel 
that Confederation will be a greater boon 
to them than to the white population. 

Hon. Dr. CarraLL—I rise to state my 
intention of voting against the resolution 
and the amendment. We have the full assur- 
ance in Lord Granville’s despatch that the 
Indians must be protected. I do think the 
honorable gentlemen are only helping up 
resolutions trusting to overload the whole 
system. The honorable member for New 
Westminster has affirmed how good the 
Canadian system is. The goodness of that 
system is in itself sufficient to render the 
resolution needless. I shall, therefore, vote 
against it and the amendment. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrook—I must vote against 
the amendment. 

Hon. Mr. HumpHREYsS—I disapprove of 
what both the honorable members stated. 
These gentlemen know nothing of the ques- 
tion. I will show you why. Take away the 


568 25 MARCH 1870 








Indians from New Westminster, Lillooet, 
Lytton, Clinton, and these towns would be 
no where. I say the Indians are not treated 
fairly by us, and all they want is fair dealing 
from the white population. At Lillooet I 
was told there were upwards of 16,000; and 
$17,000 gold dust was purchased from 
Indians. Take away this trade and the towns 
must sink. I say, send them out to reserva- 
tions and you destroy trade, and if the 
Indians are driven out we had all best go too. 


Hon. Mr. RossoN—The honourable mem- 
ber for Lillooet says that the Canadian 
policy will ruin the country and the Indians. 
I say, then to be consistent, he must move 
an amendment that it shall not apply. To 
say that the Canadian policy will ruin the 
country shows simple ignorance. 


Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I am convinced that 
the Hon. Attorney General is right. 


Hon. Mr. ALsSTON—I must support the 
honorable member for New Westminster. 
I say there is no Indian policy here, and I 
am sure that the Canadian policy is good. 


Hon. Mr. RopsoNn—I was induced to put 
an amendment because there is a resolution, 
otherwise I would not have interfered. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—My esteemed 
colleague, the Hon. Registrar General, says 
we have no Indian policy. I say our policy 
has been, let the Indians alone. (Hon. Mr. 
Alston—No, no!) 


Hon. Mr. BARNARD—The reason I ask for 
the withdrawal of the resolution is that we 
cannot keep back from the Indians anything 
a happens here, and it will have a bad 
effect. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—As these 
words may go forth, I wish to state on 
behalf of the Government that the care of 
the Indians will be the first care of the 
Imperial Government and of the local Goy- 
ernment. 


Hon. Mr. Humpureys—I do not appre- 
hend any danger from any discussion in this 
House. 


Hon. Mr. ALSTON—I suggest the with- 
drawal of the resolution. 


Hon. Mr. CaRRALL—I say that the Cana- 
dian policy has caused them to grow and 
prosper. I am at a loss to understand why 
honorable members should be afraid to trust 
to it. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—The honorable 
member for Cariboo seems to find it difficult 
to understand my position. I think it right 
to endeavor to get the best terms we can, 
and to point out difficulties. It is the duty 
of every man to do so. I am perfectly will- 
ing to sit here and make the best terms 
possible. When they come back from Can- 
ada it will be time enough for me to decide 
whether or not I shall support confederation. 
I am now anti-confederate, but I may be- 
come confederate if the terms are good. I 
say if the Indians are to be stuck in reserva- 
tions there will be a disturbance. I think, 
sir, that it will be well that there should be 
some opposition. 





Hon. Mr. RossoN—lI wish to state I will 
withdraw my amendment if the honorable 
member will withdraw his motion. 


Hon. Mr. HoLtsroox—I can not do so 
consistently with my duty. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

The resolution of the Hon. Mr. Holbrook 
was lost by a vote of 20 to 1. 


Hon. Mr. Robson moved that an address 
be presented to his Excellency the Governor, 
asking that Canada shall cause a geological 
survey of this colony to be made, commenc- 
ing within one year after union. He said 
that a fund of $100,000 had been set apart 
by the Canadian Government for the specific 
object of carrying out a systematic geologi- 
cal survey; that sum to be spread over a 
period of five years. Canada had the good 
fortune to possess a very efficient geological 
staff. The Red River country had received 
the first year’s survey under that arrange- 
ment and would probably receive the second 
this year. British Columbia will possess a 
greater mineral interest than any other prov- 
ince, and a thorough geological survey will 
be of the utmost importance to her, and 
reflexly to Canada, and it was not too much 
to expect such a survey to follow close upon 
union. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I am sure no 
one can have the slightest objection to sup- 
port a motion for a survey. I assure you it 
has not escaped the notice of Government, 
but I regard it as a matter of certainty that 
British Columbia will come in for her share. 
I do not object to the consideration of the 
question between this Government and that 
of Canada, but I do object to inserting it in 
the terms. I think it may lead to the danger 
of the Canadian Government saying, when 
other things come to be considered, “You 
don’t want this, it is not mentioned in the 
terms; had you really required this it would 
scarcely have been omitted in terms so full 
as these.” 


Hon. Mr. RopsoN—In reply, I say that 
the Government has inserted a number of 
special things in the terms; and with refer- 
ence to the geological survey, I believe New- 
foundland got this very matter inserted un- 
der the direction of Governor Musgrave. 

Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—I rise to support 
the motion. I cannot understand the oppo- 
sition. (Hon. Attorney General—I don’t 
oppose; divide, divide, divide.) I desire to 
show the necessity for a geological survey. 
We are now eleven years old as a colony, 
and nothing is hardly known of the country. 
We are behind our neighbors of the United 
States. In California there is a Geological 
Surveyor, who has to explore and publish 
the result of his survey. We should have 
something of the sort here, and in addition, 
a record of the number of available acres of 
land in the colony. If 25 or 30 farmers 
arrived here I would undertake to affirm 
they could not get any information from the 
Land Office as to where they could settle 
down. 
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Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I should not like 
that statement to get abroad uncontradicted. 
I think these assertions should not be made; 
they are likely to do much harm. I should 
like to see the 25 or 30 farmers come; let 
them go to the Mouth of the Fraser. There 
may be some difficulty about getting land in 
any part or locality, but it is absurd to bring 
up this fuss about the Land Office. 

The resolution was put to the vote and 
carried. 


Dr. Helmcken moved that it is desirable 
that the Dominion Government shall main- 
tain telegraphic communication with this 
colony. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—It is absolutely 
necessary that there should be some tele- 
graphic communication with the outer world. 
It is palpable that we must have it with the 
seat of Government. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—It will be in the 
recollection of some of the hon. members 
that, some years ago, a question was sent 
out for discussion from the Secretary of 
State as to the payment by Vancouver Island 
of a subsidy towards the Transcontinental 
Line of Telegraph. She could not afford it. 
Canada has the wire now taken over from 
the Hudson Bay Company. I shall support 
the resolution. I do not regard it as a SINE 
QUA NON, but very essential. I have no 
doubt Canada will do it. 


Hon. Mr. RospsoN—I understood the hon. 
member for Victoria city intended to ask 
the Canadian Government to maintain the 
existing telegraph line which runs through 
a foreign country. 


Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—From the gen- 
eral wording of the resolution I am at a loss 
to know what is meant. I think this is a 
matter which had best be left out, or we 
shall be overloading the terms. If I vote 
against it, it is because we have truly too 
much on the terms. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—Why did not the 
terms come down to us more perfect? 


Hon. Dr. CARRALL—I am sorry the reso- 
lutions did not come down more perfect, 
but if they had been ever so perfect hon. 
members would have found fault. I look 
upon the conduct of hon. members, in bring- 
ing forward the additional resolutions as 
being inimical to Confederation. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—I shall support the reso- 
lution. I think our cure will enhance our 
value in the estimation of Canada. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—It is admitted that 
if we are to have union we must have tele- 
graphic communication. Why it was left out 
I don’t know. It must have slipped out for 
it was before the Executive. Surely hon. 
members will not have the idea that $3000 
or $4000 inserted here will stop Confedera- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—$3000 or $4000? 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—At present, yes. 
The only means of communication is through 
America. 





Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I thought this was 
a trans-continental telegraph. I am sorry 
I said anything about it. 


The Chairman then put the motion, which 
on division was lost. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—When I first rose 
to address this House on the question of 
Confederation, I made some passing allu- 
sions to nation-making. Now, sir, I believe 
We are engaged in that great work. Our 
posterity will, I believe control the northern 
end of this continent for a thousand genera- 
tions. We find the American continent in 
the possession of two nations. The northern 
part in the possession of the Anglo-Saxon 
race and the southern part in the possession 
of the Spanish race: Then again we find the 
Anglo-Saxon race in the north divided into 
two nations, with a great mission before 
them. The first object of the great nation 
to the south of us may, perhaps, be said to 
be the acquisition of territory, and they have 
a united piece of territory from our bound- 
ary to Mexico. With regard to the northern 
Anglo-Saxon race to which we belong, we 
find that they possess all to the north except 
Alaska. If the United States have a single 
and compact piece of territory to the south, 
We want the same in the north. Look at 
history as regards the acquisition of territory 
by nations: Lorraine by France, Poland by 
Russia, Scotland by England, Texas and 
Alaska by the United States. How has this 
been brought about but by a national policy. 
For hundreds of years it was the policy of 
France to acquire Lorraine; so it was with 
Russia and Poland. It has been said that 
republics cannot have a national policy as 
monarchies can; I say that they have a 
policy with regard to land. And I say that 
we should have a policy of the same kind. 
Let us lay down this principle, that we intend 
to create a great nation, and intending to do 
so, we should have all territory north of the 
United States. I have no objection to the 
United States gaining territory to the south, 
but I do object to her coming north to hold- 
ing Alaska. Let us glance at Alaska for one 
moment. The country is similar to our own. 
It has coal, fish and lumber as we have, and 
its contiguity to our country ought to induce 
us to believe that there is a natural alliance 
between us. We all know how much the 
purchase of this piece of territory cost the 
United States in hard cash. Then its annual 
cost is nearly two million dollars, or forty 
millions to support it as a United States 
Territory for 25 years. Then look at the 
population, a mere nothing; and its revenue, 
hardly worth taking into account. It is said 
by many that America is sick of her bargain, 
and that Russia sold the United States. I 
think this is a favorable time to bring it up. 
Canada can well afford to pay for an ex- 
tended frontier on the Pacific Coast. If we 
purchased Alaska the Americans could still 
come in to fish and gather furs, so commer- 
cially there need be no difficulty. I believe 
we could get along smoothly, therefore I 
have to move this resolution: 
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That Canada shall purchase the 
Territory of Alaska, if possible. 
I hope, sir, in all our relations for the 
future we shall remain international not 
national. 


Hon. Dr. CaRRALL—I rise to support the 
resolution of the hon. Mr. DeCosmos. The 
only objection I can see is that perhaps it is 
a little premature. That Canada will ulti- 
mately require it, I can have no doubt. In 
supposing that the acquisition of this terri- 
tory, and the consequent hemming in of 
British Columbia, would have the effect of 
leading the people of Canada to believe in 
the ultimate destiny of the British American 
possessions being drawn into annexation or 
absorption, the hon. W. H. Seward made 
an egregious blunder; he did it in his ignor- 
ance of the Canadian character. It is not 
necessary for Canadians to get up and show 
their loyalty daily, they are ready and able 
to occupy their position of IMPERIUM IN 
IMPERIO. There may be some people in 
Canada who do not like the government. In 
what country are there not some uneasy 
spirits? The United States has them, and 
England is not free from them. I shall 
decidedly support the hon. member although, 
I think he is perhaps a little in advance of 
American statesmen as to the acquisition 
of territory. 


Hon. Mr. HumMpHREys—I think Mr. Se- 
ward understood what he was about when 
he elected the purchase of Alaska. I feel 
convinced that the government of the United 
States will not consent to let us have it. I 
have a strong feeling in favor of the United 
States, and am satisfied that they should 
have Alaska. I don’t think Canada can 
afford to re-purchase the territory; nor do I 
think she has men to pit against the intel- 
lectual giants of America. I think the hon. 
member for Victoria District has perpetrated 
a joke on this Council; I shall, however, 
support his motion. 

Hon. Mr. Rinc—I rise to support the 
motion of the hon. member for Victoria 
District. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—lI think this is a sub- 
ject of too great importance to be disposed 
of hastily. It ought to be fully discussed. I 
agree with the hon. member for Victoria 
District that such is desirable, but [ also 
agree with the hon. member for Cariboo, 
that it is somewhat premature. I think the 
people of the United States would like to get 
rid of it, would be rather glad to back out 
of it. Their policy is to let it ‘paddle its own 
canoe’. If we wait it will probably fall into 
our hands. If we are to make a suggestion 
as to the acquisition of territory we should 
not confine ourselves to Alaska only. Let us 
have Maine also. It impinges upon Canada 
on the Atlantic; and it is a portion of land 
out of which England allowed herself to be 
cheated. It is well known that Maine is 
most important as giving an open winter 
seaboard to Canada; a large portion of Ca- 
nadian trade has had to pass through Maine 
in bond. I believe the Dominion of Canada 








will eventually utterly absorb America. 
(Laughter.) Some may laugh, but that is 
my conviction. The United States have made 
great progress, but the Constitution is very 
defective. It cannot bear the creation of 
another nation, especially one of such a 
liberal and enlightened constitution as the 
Dominion of Canada, alongside of it. One 
of two things is perfectly certain to my mind; 
that the Dominion will absorb the United 
States, or that they will meet as one nation, 
each giving up something. I think it is 
contrary to nature that they should continue 
separate. I believe that so great will be the 
success of the new British North American 
Empire, that it will absorb all the English 
speaking people on this continent. The peo- 
ple of Maine desire to belong to Canada, 
and have done so for years. If, on the 
Pacific, the Dominion acquires Alaska, and 
the State of Maine on the Atlantic, I assert 
that the great destiny of the Empire is 
assured. I move that the State of Maine be 
included. 

Hon. Mr. HUMPHREYS—AIll we lack now 
is a Leech or Douglas Jerrold. I think we 
shall immortalize ourselves; probably we 
shall appear in Punch. I think Mr. Seward 
won't blame us. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I must move an 
amendment. We shall be absorbed before 
this absorption can take place. I shall move 
to leave out the words ‘if possible.’ I think 
the frog has swollen to the size of an ox. 


Hon. Mr. RopsoN—These debates should 
be carried on with becoming gravity. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I think so too, and 
I think it would be the duty of any Leech 
amongst us to secure a correct sketch of the 
movers of the resolution and amendments. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I think the hon. 
Attorney General should give his opinion. 

The words “if possible,” on vote, were 
struck out. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmos—Shall the words 
“State of Maine” be included? 

Several members—Yes, yes. 

The motion “That Canada shall purchase 
the Territory of Alaska and the State of 
Maine” was carried. 


Hon. Mr. HuMpHREYS—Mr. Chairman, 
as there is no further resolution before the 
Committee except my own upon roads, I 
shall, without further words, move its adop- 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I think it unwise to 
hamper these conditions, but I consider this 
an important question. I am here to protest 
on behalf of persons who pay road tolls. 
The excuse made for this imposition is that 
the colony is indebted for the construction 
of these roads. People have looked to Con- 
federation to relieve them of the $4 per 
barrel duty upon flour, which they have been 
paying for so long. I desire to move an 
amendment to strike out the Douglas road, 
as I believe it to be unnecessary. I know 
that the upper country people will raise their 
pores against the continuance of the Road 

olls. 
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Hon. Mr. DECosMos—tThe question was 
alluded to by myself when the terms were 
under discussion. I think the roads, if not 
national, ought to be local. I think the 
matter ought to be approached differently 
in dealing with this road. I think that 
shortly this plank in the platform of terms 
will be useless, because the railway will span 
the distance if Confederation is granted upon 
the terms proposed; therefore, I do not see 
the wisdom of handing them over to Canada. 
I think it desirable that road tolls should be 
abolished, and that we must have something 
to compensate us for giving them up. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I cannot 
assent to either the original motion or the 
amendment. I premise by saying the matter 
has received considerable consideration. The 
original resolution, which was suggested by 
the hon. Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, took up this whole matter. I am 
sorry the House has not adjourned to give 
him an opportunity to explain his views 
upon this question. His opinion is that the 
road from Yale to Cariboo would not be so 
well managed by the government at Ottawa 
as by the local government. The hon. mem- 
ber for Yale says that there are no reasons 
for road tolls. There is one, as stated by 
the hon. Chief Commissioner. It is being 
continually improved; therefore, a road of 
that description ought to carry with it a 
road toll for its construction and main- 
tenance as a matter of principle, even after 
the original cost is paid. 

Hon. Mr. Humphreys, with the consent 
of the House, withdrew his resolution in 
order to make some verbal alterations to it. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I shall move the 
same amendment as I moved to the former 
resolution. I will read it: 

That the government be re- 
quested to insert in the terms of 
Confederation to be proposed to 
Canada some such clause as the 
following: All public roads and 
property of British Columbia at the 
time of admission to belong to 
British Columbia, except such pub- 
lic works and property as_ shall 
properly belong to the Dominion 
under the British North America 
Act; and such portions of the main 
trunk line through British Colum- 
bia or other roads then constructed 
as may be necessary to complete a 
continuous line of coach road from 
a point at or below Yale to a point 
at the foot of the eastern slope of 
the Rocky Mountains and that the 
same shall be free of toll of any 
kind whatever. 

Hon Mr. Rinc—I agree that some road 
tolls ought to be kept up. 

Hon. Mr. HumpHreys—My only object 
is to bring this matter before the Executive. 
I cannot agree with the honorable member 
for Yale. I have not opposed any proposi- 
tion of any man from personal motives. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I oppose the motion 
of the honorable member for Lillooet. I 
think it does not meet the question. 











Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—The objection 
to the whole matter in shape of a resolution 
is that by talking of road tolls we raise 
expectations we cannot probably fulfil. I 
had hoped honorable members would not 
press the subject. I assure the honorable 
gentleman that the petitions sent up have 
been the subject of earnest consideration. I 
attach weight to what the honorable member 
for Yale says in this House, and regret that 
such a feeling should go abroad. 

Hon. Dr. CarrRALL—I, as member for 
Cariboo, should say something upon this 
matter. I have some doubt upon it. I would 
say this much as a member of the Govern- 
ment, that is, that many of their solutions 
brought up here and vetoed will probably 
form the subject of negotiations with the 
delegation in settling the terms. They will 
be a sort of substratum. I regard the taxing 
of those who use roads as the proper means 
for the keeping up the road, and further- 
more, I fear to overload the terms. 

Hon. Mr. HoLBrRookK—For such roads as 
were made on the petition of the people, tolls 
are justifiable, but tolls should not be kept 
up after the debt is defrayed. No doubt 
when this road comes under the rule of 
Canada she will construct turnpikes. Our 
road tolls are too high. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—I regret the absence 
of the Hon. Chief Commissioner. I think 
that he has an impression that some such 
resolution as this is necessary. I regret that 
the matter was brought up to-day at all. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I proposed 
that the matter should be left open until 
Monday. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—Then let it be left 
open. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I have pointed 
out the Hon. Chief Commissioner’s objec- 
tions. He says that the road can be better 
kept up by the local than the Dominion 
Government. I regret the absence of the 
Hon. Chief Commissioner. He did not state 
to me any certain impression, but I am sure 
he would have been glad to have joined in 
the discussion. It has, I have no objection 
to state, been discussed in Executive Coun- 
cil, and this discussion will do good. I must 
oppose such resolution going up to the 
Governor, for it may create expectations 
which, when the terms go to the polls, 
cannot be fulfilled. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I have no doubt 
when the terms come to the polls there will 
be one howl of discontent at the financial 
part of them from Cariboo to New West- 
minster. I wish to see roads toll free, but 
I do not wish to see the Dominion Govern- 
ment taking charge of our local interests, 
such as tolls. With regard to terms, I say 
that the financial terms will kill confedera- 
tion when it comes to the polls. The people 
from Cariboo to New Westminster want 
these road tolls abolished. 

Hon. Mr. Rosson—The Hon. Attorney 
General suggests, on behalf of the hon. Chief 
Commissioner, that we shall use the reve- 
nue; but this is a gain if we get free from 
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the maintenance of the roads. The Govern- 
ment should consider themselves part of the 
people, and endeavor to relax taxes. An- 
other objection is, that under this arrange- 
ment roads would not be kept in repair so 
well as at present. I say, under Confedera- 
tion, the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works would have control of roads. The 
Dominion Government is less likely to be 
penurious than a local Government. The 
hon. Chief Commissioner spoke to me after 
making that objection, and my distinct im- 
pression is that the hon. gentleman would 
support some such proposition as this. We 
ask what is in perfect harmony with reason. 
We may just as well ask Canada to do the 
whole thing and to maintain the whole road. 

Hon. Mr. RiNc—It astonishes me that 
hon. gentlemen are connecting revenue with 
these tolls. It can only be justifiable to keep 
tolls for the repair of roads. 

Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I am on the horns 
of a dilemma. If I vote for road tolls, being 
taxable, I shall be told I want to make the 
terms too heavy; if against them, I shall be 
told I am against confederation. 


Hon. Mr. WALKEM—Sir: I have made few 
speeches during this debate, but this is a 
question on which I must ask leave to say a 
few words. Session after session the ques- 
tion has been brought down. We have had 
always a large Victoria element, and this 
question has, unfortunately, always taken a 
Victoria and Mainland issue. I have studied 
this matter carefully. With regard to the 
acts themselves they are very strong; they 
commence with preambles, as to construc- 
tion, maintenance and repairs. The toll was 
not mentioned as to continue merely until 
the debt was extinguished, therefore I think 
the vote should be taken on another view. 
The benefits accrue equally to Victoria and 
the upper country; properly the farmer gets 
the lion’s share; I know the upper country 
pretty well; formerly the miner used nothing 
outside of bacon and flour. This should not 
be made an Island and Mainland question. 


Hon. Dr. HELMCKEN—I do not regard the 
subject as a joke. We have paid $60,000 for 
roads on Vancouver Island—roads not one 
twentieth the length of those on the Main- 
land. Victoria gets more kicks than half- 
pence. Victoria pays the greater part of the 
tolls. I belong to a company who pay a 
large proportion. What do they propose in 
place of a road toll? Some one must pay it. 
Thirty thousand dollars per annum is re- 
quired to keep roads in repair. I say Vic- 
toria and Vancouver Island are more con- 
cerned with what is for the good of the 
colony, generally, than any part of the 
Mainland. 


Hon. Mr. HumMpuHreys—I rise to bear 
testimony to the fairness of the hon. mem- 
bers for Vancouver Island in whatever con- 
cerns the Mainland. I have always seen a 
desire on the part of Vancouver Island 
members to legislate for the whole, and not 
for a part of the colony. I am as tired of 
this bickering as a member of the Mainland. 
I consider it our duty to be more united. If 








the hon. members for New Westminster and 
Yale would talk less about injustice to the 
Mainland it would be better. I regret the 
action of the hon. member of Yale, it is 
factious. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—Vancouver Island 
has always made practical jokes of any ques- 
tions from the Mainland. 

Hon. Mr. DeCosmos rose to order. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I referred to the 
hon. gentleman for Victoria city. There are 
no road tolls on Vancouver Island. (Yes, 
a road tax!—hon. Dr. Helmcken.) As soon 
as the roads are paid for the people of the 
Mainland will, to a man, refuse to pay any 
more road tolls. 

Every item has been used as a threat 
against confederation. I do not offer any 
such threat. I believe the upper country 
would accept confederation on the terms 
proposed. But if the Government expect 
that they will be able to collect this $60,000 
from the population of the upper country 
they are mistaken. 

Hon. Mr. DECosMos—The hon. member 
for Yale is unjust to Vancouver Islanders. 
The whole of this colony is paying large 
sums of money of interest on debt on roads. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—I did not say what 
I did with reference to Vancouver Island 
members without consideration. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—I hope that Govern- 
ment members, in view of the absence of the 
hon. Chief Commissioner, will vote so as to 
allow this resolution to go forward. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I must ex- 
press a contrary hope. 

The amendment of hon. Mr. Barnard was 
carried. 

The Committee rose and reported the 
resolutions complete. 

Council resumed and the resolutions 
passed in Committee were adopted except 
those with regard to the purchase of Alaska 
and the State of Maine. 





Wednesday, 6th April, 1870. 





The hon. Attorney General, in the absence 
of the hon. Colonial Secretary, Presiding 
Member. 

On motion, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole, to take into con- 
sideration the message of His Excellency 
the Governor respecting the provision to be 
made for the sending of Delegates to Ottawa. 

Hon. Mr. Ball in the Chair. 

Hon. COLLECTOR OF CustomMs—Sir, I rise 
to move, 

That suitable provision be made 
by this House for the payment of 
the expenses of the Delegates to be 
sent from this colony to Ottawa to 
negotiate the terms of the confed- 
eration of this colony with the Do- 
minion of Canada. 

This has been one of the preliminary steps 
taken by the other colonies before going into 
confederation. If it has been necessary in 
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other cases, it is certainly necessary for us. 
The expense is comparatively small, proba- 
bly from $2500 to $5000, and the Governor 
has preferred to bring the matter before the 
Council now, instead of putting it into a 
supplementary estimate next season. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—Sir, I beg to inquire why 
these resolutions cannot be transmitted by 
post. I do not see why the colony should 
be put to the expense of conveying the mes- 
sage; there is postal communication with 
Canada, and sufficient means of conveying 
to the Canadian Government what we have 
agreed upon. There can be no necessity to 
send hon. members to Ottawa. The fact of 
our doing so would lead to the presumption 
that confederation is agreed upon. I differ 
in that. I say the people want to have the 
terms before them. Let us first see whether 
the colony assents to confederation in the 
abstract. Why should we send three or four 
hon. and learned gentlemen—learned, no 
doubt. Why, I say, should we have the 
colony put to so much expense when it is 
in a state of poverty and bankruptcy. (No, 
no.) I say, dispatch the terms in the 
ordinary way by post. 


Hon. Mr. Ropson—I hope, sir, it will not 
be necessary to fight our battles over again. 
This House has, in the name of the colony— 
(No, no, from hons. Ring and Drake.) Per- 
haps it will suit some hon. members better to 
say a majority of this House. (No, no.) 
Perhaps certain hon. members will have the 
decency to be quiet until their turn comes to 
speak. A majority of this House, an over- 
whelming majority, has decided upon terms. 
We shall get the consent of the Canadian 
Government to these or modified conditions, 
and then submit them to the people. That 
is the only way. If we were, as proposed by 
the hon. member for Nanaimo, to ask the 
people whether they wanted confederation, 
what would they say? (Mr. Ring—They 
would say ‘No!’). They would say most 
emphatically, yes, on terms. They have said 
so for years. The Governor has adopted the 
usual course. These resolutions will go to 
the Canadian Government and come back, 
perhaps modified, and the people will then 
be asked if they will have confederation on 
these terms. The terms are now proposed 
to be sent to Ottawa. I cannot agree with 
the hon. member for Nanaimo that it would 
be cheaper to send them by post. The first 
outlay might be smaller, but it might cause 
delay, and in my opinion, British Columbia 
cannot afford delay. The telegraph might 
do, but it would cost more. It ought to be 
by delegation. I think the House is entitled 
to know who are to go. I presume the 
Government will be prepared to give us the 
the names. I, for one, would be unpre- 
pared to vote a sum of $2500, or more 
likely $5000, if I thought the Governor 
would send Delegates who would not be 
acceptable to the people. I say that the 
people ought to be represented, and that 
particular members who will fairly represent 
the people on the responsible government 
question ought to go. I say that if the Dele- 


gates are silent on responsible government, 
the Cabinet at Ottawa will raise it. If the 
Delegates say that British Columbia is not 
prepared for it, that it has been voted down, 
the Cabinet will say, because they have 
reason to believe that the people, or a large 
proportion of them, want it, and that they 
have had enough of discontent. I say that, 
although responsible government is not, 
strictly speaking, a condition it underlies and 
permeates the whole question. 

Hon. COLLECTOR OF CustoMs—Nothing 
would be easier than to forward the resolu- 
tions by post to Canada. This has probably 
been done already; but on every one of the 
resolutions, as you all know, there are 
numerous points requiring explanations, and 
to make these effective the presence at Ot- 
tawa of Delegates on our part, understand- 
ing the question and authorised to act for 
us, would appear to be indispensable. I am 
inclined to think that the names of the 
Delegates are pretty well known, but I have 
no authority to mention them here. The 
governor has chosen them on his own 
responsibility, and he does not ask the Coun- 
cil to share that responsibility. For what 
purpose should the names be given? Does 
the Council wish to canvass the merits of 
each individual? What those gentlemen will 
say on the subject of responsible government 
I am not prepared to tell you, but I tell you 
this, that on that subject and on every other 
they will act with fairness and ability, with 
no discredit to themselves and with no dis- 
credit to us. I am ready at any rate to trust 
them so far as that. I hope this Council 
will trust them as the Governor has shown 
himself ready to trust them. Every year 
there are expenses that cannot be provided 
for except in the supplementary Estimates. 
This will doubtless be one of them. There 
will be no objectionable special tax, that I 
know of, proposed on this account. If there 
is, it will be time enough to oppose it when 
it comes. In the meantime you are asked 
simply to authorise the expenditure of a 
small sum of money for an object of infinite 
importance. 

Hon. Mr. HumpuReYsS—There is a mighty 
curious dust kicked up by great opposites 
when they meet. I think we shall see some 
of these gentlemen hoisted on their own 
petards. I have a pretty good idea who the 
gentlemen are, and I do not think they 
represent the people, especially in the matter 
of responsible government. I believe the 
Governor will act fairly and honorably, but 
I think he will not select men who will be 
acceptable to the people. My opinion is 
that the hon. Chief Commissioner, the hon. 
member for Victoria and the hon. Attorney 
General do not represent the people. Pop- 
ular members will be untrue to themselves. 

Hon. Mr. DEwDNEY—The hon. member 
has had his guess. I do not desire to men- 
tion names. I would merely suggest that 
His Excellency be requested to select one 
of the Delegates from the Mainland. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—My views on 
responsible government have been so often 
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expressed that there is no occasion to refer 
to them again, but I am astonished that after 
hon. members have told us that the people 
are a unit in favor of responsible govern- 
ment, they should be afraid to trust it to the 
people, or to the Council, which His Excel- 
lency has told you he will form after this 
Session. Why, then, are hon. members so 
desirous to weight down the terms? Are 
they afraid that the people will not be so 
unanimous at the polls in favor of respon- 
sible government? His Excellency has told 
you that, if allowed by Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, he proposes to form a Council 
which will be representative. I, for one 
have no doubt about the permission. The 
question will then be left to that Council. 
Why are hon. members afraid to leave this 
question to the representatives of the people? 


Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—I will answer the 
hon. Chief Commissioner; we are not afraid 
of putting the question before the people, 
but I am afraid that members of that delega- 
tion will misrepresent the opinions of the 
people to the Canadian Government; I fear 
the people will not be represented. 


Hon. Mr. DrakE—Mr. Chairman, I in- 
tend to oppose the resolution proposed by 
the hon. Collector of Customs. I think that 
if hon. members examine this message, in 
connection with His Excellency’s speech, it 
is apparent that the resolution was sent down 
complete. This House was not allowed to 
alter them. The recommendations of hon. 
members were voted down. I think it would 
be better to send the resolutions by post as 
the resolutions of government; they are not 
the resolutions of this committee. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—They are the 
resolutions of this House. 


Hon. Mr. DrakeE—No; only of the official 
majority. The expense is unnecessary; it is 
one which will be incurred to enforce the 
views of government. His Excellency asks 
that he should be authorized to expend a 
sum of money for this special purpose. A 
special tax is asked for. If we accede to this 
message we are assuming the responsibility. 
I would like to ask this question: Is the 
Delegation to take powers from this House 
or from the government? 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I must reply 
without delay to one proposition. I would 
like the hon. gentleman to point out any 
one example or suggestion which, if defeated, 
was not defeated by a majority of, so called, 
popular members, with the exception of 
responsible government, in which there was 
a majority of, so-called, representative mem- 
bers. The hon. gentleman’s remarks fall to 
the ground. 

Hon. Mr. HuMPHREYS—The mistake has 
been made at that end of the table. I think 
we are in duty bound to send delegates and 
raise the money. My only objection is that 
the names are withheld. I cannot under- 
stand why hon. members should vote against 
this message. I believe we are all agreed 
that delegates should go, but if names are 
not sent down, I must vote against it. 


Hon. Mr. DECosMos—Mr. Chairman, I 
scarcely expected a discussion upon this 
point; I should have supposed that this 
House would have voted the money at once. 
The question is whether this Delegation will 
be representative or not. I do not intend 
to offer any factious opposition. I am 
satisfied that the people will take means to 
send a people’s delegation. 

Hon. Mr. BARNARD—Current report names 
the gentlemen. The object of sending by 
delegates is that the terms may be modified, 
if necessary. If unsatisfactory, will not the 
people have a right to say, “How could we 
expect anything better.” Here are two mem- 
bers, recent converts, and one a decided 
opponent. How can a popular member go 
to his constituents after voting this money. 
The people are in earnest in this matter. 
I stand on the floor of this House a govern- 
ment contractor, and likely to support the 
government; but so long as I give a straight 
vote on Confederation my constituents cared 
not about anything else. On the Mainland 
we have been firm on Confederation all 
through, and the Mainland is ignored. The 
two hon. gentlemen at the head of this table 
represent the Island, and the two other hon. 
members represent the Island. The Main- 
land is not going to be satisfied, particularly 
when the hon. senior member for Victoria, 
who has consistently opposed and will oppose 
Confederation, is to be one of the delegation. 
For the first time in twenty years the hon. 
gentleman leaves this Island; he knows noth- 
ing about the interior of the country. 


Hon. Mr. DrakE—The hon. Chief Com- 
missioner stated that the whole of the 
recommendations were carried, except one, 
by the majority of the popular vote. I in- 
stance free port and the telegraph to the 
contrary. 


Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—I must ex- 
plain that I spoke from recollection. I was 
not in the House. 


Hon. Mr. RopsoN—I claim that the offi- 
cial members who voted against responsible 
government must be struck out. But if we 
allow them to be counted, there is still a 
majority of six to three of the representative 
members in favor of responsible govern- 
ment; and I say that this resolution ought 
to be transmitted with such explanation as is 
necessary. With regard to responsible gov- 
ernment being in the hands of the new 
Council, members will, we may presume, be 
elected for four years; consequently the 
question will, in all probability, be post- 
poned for four years. And I say that those 
who keep back responsible government will 
run a great risk of having Confederation 
defeated at the polls. Some hon. members 
may desire such a result. If so I can under- 
stand the course they are taking. With re- 
gard to the individuals going on the Delega- 
tion, if we are to take the general rumor 
there is not one who will properly represent 
the Mainland. There are two recent con- 
verts, and one open opponent of Confedera- 
tion, an implacable and politically unprinci- 
pled enemy to Confederation, leagued with 
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some power, I won’t say with the cloven 
footed gentleman, but with some power to 
defeat Confederation. The people will not be 
satisfied. It is extraordinary that the Gover- 
nor should make such a selection, ignoring 
the whole Confederation party and the whole 
Mainland as a territory. I could not justify 
myself if I voted for this resolution, which 
will virtually be voting for three Island 
members, two recent converts and one— 
(No, no! from Dr. Helmcken)—well, I 
won’t say it again. (Laughter.) JI can 
understand a Government dishonest at heart 
pursuing this course, but I cannot under- 
stand a Government that is true to the cause 
doing so. 

Hon. CHIEF COMMISSIONER—Mr. Chair- 
man, hon. members seem to be in position 
of fighting shadows in the dark. If they are 
wrong in their suppositions all the words 
that have been spoken to-day are thrown 
away. I fully concur in what fell from the 
hon. Collector of Customs, that it is not 
proper that these names should be given. 
Hon. members who favor confederation 
should be the last to object to the Gover- 
nor’s selecting members. 


Hon. Mr. Robson have faith in the threats 
of his Excellency in the matter of confedera- 
tion. The only act that shook me and other 
confederationists was the appointment of the 
hon. member for Victoria city to the Execu- 
tive Council. I believe his Excellency to be 
a confederate at heart. I will, in order to 
simplify matters, move to report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again, so that the Goy- 
ernor may have the opportunity of sending 
down names, or at all events, of satisfying 
the Mainland that their interests, and respon- 
sible government are cared for. 

The motion to rise and report progress 
was lost. 


Hon. Mr. Rinc—I think this debate, if it 
may be so called, is quite uncalled for and 
unnecessary. It is ridiculous to bring up the 
names of men who may possibly go to Ot- 
tawa and discuss them; it ought not to be 
allowed. It is waste of time and lungs. I 
had prepared a resolution that the terms 
should be sent by post, but I see that it 
would be vain to put it to the vote. If dele- 
gates go they ought to be properly equipped. 
I shall not, therefore, oppose the vote. 

Hon. Mr. DEWDNEY—I agree with the 
hon. member for Nanaimo that this debate 
is waste of time. I think the Mainland will 
be represented. 


Hon. Mr. DECosmMos—I think it is not a 
question whether Island or Mainland is 
represented. We want the views of different 
parties represented, leaving out the Mainland 
and Island. 


Hon. Mr. Rosson—I express a hope that 
the Government will not press a Government 
vote. 








Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I can inform 
hon. members that I feel perfectly satisfied 
that the Governor will not send down names. 
The hon. member who names the delegates 
has better information than myself, the 
House having given unanimous adhesion to 
the terms, (No, no, I was the exception,— 
hon. Mr. DeCosmos.) at all events it was 
passed by a majority, and so becomes the 
act of the council. We could not expect 
Canada to send delegates here; they would 
be unable to refer to the Executive Council. 
It must injure the terms if in the debates of 
this House an expression of opinion goes 
forth to the world that the Governor has not 
Confederation truly at heart. The hon. mem- 
ber for New Westminster says that I am a 
convert, and that I represent Victoria. I 
am glad that the old idea that I leaned too 
much to New Westminster, is exploded. I 
should be sorry that it should run in the 
other direction. The hon. member for New 
Westminster has told us we cannot get 
responsible government, but he would not 
consent to make it a SINE QUA NON. 

Hon. Mr. Ropson—I have never said that 
Confederation would be refused without re- 
sponsible government. 

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL—I have no 
doubt, I am not speaking from positive 
knowledge, but I have no doubt that the 
delegates will be clothed with full power 
to discuss all the suggestions made on this 
matter; if responsible government is started 
by the Canadian Cabinet it will receive full 
consideration. 

Hon. HumMPpHREYS—The people do not 
distrust His Excellency, but they do think 
that if certain members of the government 
are sent on this delegation they will endeav- 
our to keep up the present system. I am 
satisfied that if the hon. members named are 
sent Confederation is killed. 

Hon. Chief Commissioner said those who 
support Confederation are injuring the cause. 
I believe sir, that if a consistent supporter of 
confederation from the Island, and one 
from British Columbia are sent as this dele- 
gation, with one member of the Government, 
such a delegation would carry confidence 
even if the terms were modified. I propose 
to vote for this resolution. I hope the 
Delegates will be such as will give satis- 
faction. I contend that there are officials 
who would add weight to that delegation, 
and I should not like to see official members 
left out. 

On division the resolution was carried, 
only one vote being against it. 

On motion of the Hon. Chief Commis- 
sioner, Committee rose and reported resolu- 
tion passed. 

House adopted resolution. 


Reported for the Government by 
W. S. SEBRIGHT GREEN. 
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STANDING ORDERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1867 


MEETINGS AND ADJOURNMENTS. 
1. The Council shall at each day’s adjournment fix the day and hour for the next meeting 
as may be deemed most convenient for the dispatch of business. 
2. As near as may be to the hour of meeting fixed for any particular day, the Member 
present who shall be first in order of precedence, shall take the Chair. 


ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS. 


3. Nine Members inclusive of the Presiding Member shall be a quorum for the transaction 
of business; and in the event of a quorum not being present at the hour of meeting of the 
Council, it shall be lawful for the Presiding Member to summon any absent Members, and any 
Members so sent for and not attending forthwith shall be held to be guilty of contempt, unless 
he shall have obtained leave of absence from the Governor. 

4. No Member shall depart the House without the leave of the Presiding Member; and upon 
the adjournment of the Council Members will keep their seats till the Presiding Member shall 
have left the Chair. 

5. Any Member requiring leave of absence from the Council during its Session shall make 
application to the Governor personally, or by writing through the Presiding Member. 

6. Immediately after the Presiding Member takes the Chair the Minutes of the proceedings 
of the previous day’s sitting shall be read by the Clerk, in order that any error therein may be 
corrected, and when correct the same shall be approved and signed by the Presiding Member. 


RULES OF DEBATE. 


7. The Presiding Member shall preserve due order and decorum during each Session of the 
Council, and protect all the Members thereof in the enjoyment of all their rights and privileges. 
He shall decide all questions of order that may arise, giving his reasons for such decisions when 
required by any Member, and citing the rule applicable to the case; but otherwise without 
comment. 

8. Every Member shall, in discussing any question, address the Chair, and shall stand while 
so doing; and should he wish to allude to the Speech or opinion of any other Member he must 
do so without naming him; Official Members may be designated by their appointments. 

9. If any two or more Members rise to speak at the same time the President shall call on 
the person entitled in his opinion to pre-audience. 

10. Upon any Member being called to order he shall take his seat till the question of order 
be decided. 

11. No motion, except to adjourn or for the previous question shall be introduced, except 
the same be written in ink and contain the name of the mover and seconder. 

12. Every motion shall be read by the mover thereof, standing in his place, upon which it 
shall be handed to the Clerk, who shall also read it, and it shall then be put to the Council by 
the Presiding Member, after which it shall be considered before the Council; but any motion 
may be withdrawn at any time, before a decision thereon, by the mover and seconder thereof, 
with the consent of the Council. 

13. No Member shall speak more than once, except in explanation to the motion, except 
the mover thereof, who shall be allowed to reply. 

14. After the reply of the mover of any motion, no further discussion shall be allowed 
thereon; but unless an amendment be moved thereto, it shall be immediately put to the vote, 
after which no Member shall speak or leave his seat, until the final vote is taken. 

15. While any motion is under debate no other motion shall be entertained, except a motion 
to amend, to commit, to postpone, or to lay on the table, or a motion for the previous question, 
or to adjourn, which latter motion shall always be in order, except when the Council is in 
Committee of the whole. 

16. A motion for commitment, until it is decided, shall preclude all amendments. 

17. A motion to postpone, shall include a day for the further consideration of the question. 

18. When a motion to lay on the table prevails, the matter so delayed may be called up 
again on any subsequent day, by the motion of any Member. 
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19. A motion for the previous question until it is decided, shall preclude all debate; and all 
motions for amendments or otherwise shall be put in the following words: “Shall the main 
question be now put?” 

20. Any Member intending to introduce a Bill, Resolution, or other matter into the 
Council, shall give one day’s notice of his intention. 

21. In every case, an amendment which has been moved and seconded, shall be put before 
the original question, and every later amendment before a former one. 

22. A motion to amend a proposed amendment cannot be put until the proposed amend- 
ment shall have taken the place of the original question, nor after it shall have been adopted, 
and no question can be put to the vote which is substantially the same as one on which the 
judgment of the Council has already been expressed in the current Session. 

23. To prevent any misunderstanding in the Council, no Member shall be liable to answer 
for a motion made, or words spoken in the Council, unless it be at the same sitting, and before 
the adjournment; and the Council shall receive no information from without doors, of words 
spoken openly in the Council. 

24. All imputations of improper motives shall be considered as being highly disorderly, 
and such conduct shall be minuted in the Journals, if it shall appear to a majority of the Council 
to be necessary. 

25. An adjournment of the discussion of any question may be moved by a Member at any 
time, and if seconded, may be adopted or not by the majority. 

26. No amendment shall be proposed upon an amendment which is under discussion. 

27. No Member shall be allowed to read any Speech. 

28. Every motion and amendment must be in writing, and must be seconded before it can 
be put to the vote. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


29. The business of the Council shall be taken up and disposed of at each daily Session, in 
the following order :— 

First—Reading the Minutes. 

Second.—Reading and referring Petitions, Memorials, and other Communications. 

Third.—Notices of Motion. 

Fourth.—Orders of the Day. 

30. On the first day of the Session the Governor’s Speech shall be read, with the Despatches, 
Bills, and other Documents accompanying it, and such reading shall be the first reading of the 
said Bills. The Committee to prepare an address on the Governor’s Speech on opening the 
Session, shall then be appointed by the Presiding Member on motion in Council. 

31. With the exception of questions of privilege, which shall take precedence of all others, 
all business shall be taken in the order in which it appears in the “Order Book,” unless by 
permission of the President, on good reasons being shewn for such deviation. 


BILLS—RESOLUTIONS. 


32. Every Bill, except those sent down to the Council by the Governor, shall be introduced 
by leave granted to some Member, on motion therefor. 

33. Every Bill before it passes, shall be read three times. 

34. No Bill shall pass two readings on the same day, without the unanimous consent of the 
Council. 

35. After the second reading of a Bill, the Council shall always resolve itself into a 
Committee of the whole Council on the same, for the purpose of discussing the provisions of the 
said Bill, and any amendments to be proposed thereto, and in such Committee the Bill shall be 
gone through clause by clause. 

36. Excepting where amendments are proposed by the Governor, a Bill which has been 
reported from a Committee of the whole Council, and agreed to, shall not be recommended for 
the purpose of altering or reversing anything therein contained, but solely for the introduction 
of new or supplemental matter, in aid of the provisions of the Bill previously agreed to. 

37. When a Bill has been passed by the Council, it shall be presented by the President, for 
Her Majesty’s assent, to the Governor. 

38. Whenever the Governor shall propose amendments to any Bill or Resolution sent up 
to him by the Council, the Council shall resolve itself into a Committee of the whole Council 
on the same; but the provisions of the said Bill or Resolution as previously passed by the 
Council, shall not then be taken into consideration, save in so far as the amendments proposed 
affect or have reference to the same. 
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39. When the Committee shall have reported to the Council on such proposed amendments, 
and the Council shall have come to a decision on such Report, a copy of the Resolution of the 
Council, giving the result of the determination, or requesting a conference, shall be forwarded 
to the Governor. 

40. No Bill which has been rejected by the Council, shall be re-introduced during the same 
Session. 

41. Upon the final reading and passage of any Bill, the same shall be certified by the 
signature of the Presiding Member. 

42. It shall be in the power of the Governor to reserve Bills for Her Majesty’s considera- 
tion, and to assent to them when so instructed, although the Council shall have been 
prorogued. 

43. The Council may at any time request a conference with the Governor, particularly if 
there be matter to be considered which it might be detrimental to the interests of the Colony 
to have openly discussed in the first instance. 


COMMITTEES. 


44, The Council may resolve itself into a Committee of the whole for the consideration of 
any Bill or any other matter, upon the motion of a Member. When any such motion prevails, 
the Presiding Member may leave the Chair, appointing one of the Members as Chairman of 
the Committee. 

45. When the Committee rise, which shall be by motion of some Member, and decided 
without debate, the Chairman shall report to the Presiding Member all amendments and resolu- 
tions adopted therein, who shall immediately refer the same to the Council for concurrence. 

46. When any report of the Committee of the whole shall be submitted to the Council, as 
provided by the last preceding rule, no discussion shall be had thereon, and no amendment made 
thereto, but it shall be either adopted or rejected, or referred back with instructions, or post- 
poned to a time to be fixed for asking the concurrence of the Council. 

47. Select Committees may be granted upon motion of any Member, the selections to be 
made by the Presiding Member, unless named in the motion granting the same; provided, 
always, that the Member moving for a Select Committee shall in all cases be a member thereof. 

48. A majority of the whole number of Members chosen to compose any Committee, shall 
form a quorum thereof; the first Member named to be Chairman of the Committee. 

49. The Reports of all Special and Select Committees shall be submitted to the Council in 
writing, bearing the date of the day of their adoption, and the signature of the Chairman thereof. 

50. No discussion shall be allowed upon the reception of the Report of any Committee, but 
the same shall be forthwith either adopted or rejected, or referred to a Committee of the whole, 
or laid on the table, or deferred to some future time to be fixed by the Council. 


PETITIONS. 


51. Petitions may be presented to the Presiding Member by any Member, immediately 
after the Chair is taken; provided that there shall be endorsed upon it a certificate signed by the 
Members presenting the same, or some other Member of Council, that in his opinion the Petition 
is throughout perfectly respectful and deserving of presentation, and that the statements con- 
tained therein are generally correct. 

52. It shall be competent to any Member to move that such Petition be read; but in making 
such motion he shall state concisely the purport of the Petition, together with his reasons for 
wishing to have the same read, and the motion being seconded, the question shall be put whether 
the Petition be read. 

53. No debate shall take place on presentation of any Petition, except as to receiving or 
reading such Petition, and every Petition after being received shall be laid on the table of the 
Council, for at least one day before it is again taken up and disposed of. 

54, In any case where individual rights or interests may be peculiarly affected by any 
proposed Ordinance, all parties so affected may be heard before the Council when in Committee 
upon such Ordinance, either in person or by Counsel. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


55. Whenever a division is taken upon any question before the Council, it shall be the duty 
of every Member present to vote on the same; and any present Member who shall not distinctly 
give his vote on either side, shall be considered as giving his vote in the affirmative, and shall be 
counted among the Ayes accordingly. 

56. Upon any division which may take place, the Ayes and Nays shall be taken down by 
the Clerk, if any one Member shall! so desire. 
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57. Whenever leave shall be given to any Member to introduce a Bill, Resolution, or other 
matter, a day shall be appointed for the introduction thereof, and all such appointments shall 
be entered in a Book, to be entitled “Order Book,” and notified on a Board, to be entitled 
“Order of the Day,” and to be affixed to the door of the House. 

58. All dropped Orders of the day must be considered dropped, and brought up again in 
the usual way. Messages and Bills, and other Documents from the Governor, shall be read at 
the time they are received, or as soon as practicable; but the Council cannot adjourn until the 
Message, Bill, or Document has been read to the Council. 

59. When any motion has been made and seconded, it shall be put to the vote whether the 
matter be debated or not. 

60. On the motion of any Member, though not seconded, “That Strangers do withdraw,” 
such Strangers must withdraw, including the Press. 


CLERK. 


61. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Council to make Minutes of the Votes, Resolu- 
tions, Addresses, Orders, Reports, Divisions, and all other proceedings of the Council, and to 
preserve the original Documents; to prepare for the use of the Printer copies of the Votes, and 
of all Papers and Documents directed to be printed therewith; to see that they be correctly 
printed and distributed to the Members; to read aloud all such Documents as the Council may 
order to be read, with the exception of Messages from the Governor, which must always be 
read by the Presiding Member. 


SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 


62. Should any emergency arise, it is in the power of the Council to suspend the foregoing 
Standing Orders for the time being, by unanimous vote. 
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COLONIAL ESTIMATES OF THE COLONY OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
1867-1871 


1867 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A. & B. 


A. 


ABSTRACT of the probable REVENUE of the Colonial Government of British 
Columbia, for the Year 1867, showing also the Revenue received under the similar 
heads in the Year 1865, being the year previous to that in which the Estimates are 
prepared. 


























Estimate for | Revenue of 
1867 1865. 
CUS CCR re eee eR, eS, eee ee } | $359,354 
L! $400,000 | 
Port (anc, Par moun: We Gs see eee eee eee | | 29,542 
RUS UO So ee ee a eee 80,000 | 83,048 
PRCise Duties =a, hd ek inn eee ge oe es ee ec 1,000 | 947 
Teand ‘Sales foe. sak he Pr cee, SCR, Paes ol er BARON nro 12,000 | 6,432 
Land Revenue 6.4.55. ei ee ee oe Oe ee 3,000 | 4,259 
Rents, exclusive of Land 2 eee 2,500 | 1,243 
dBA Woateria(Goimnuiles os wee Me 18,000 12,567 
Mining Receipts, General 18,000 | 21,314 
TSICETI CEs maser a. ee ere ne eros See ae OG) en 60,000 | 25,195 
PSEA Chg a ee ae ge ea 12,000 | 8,859 
Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court... 14,000 TAS 
Fees! Of Once te Ae Sear eee ee ee Se re a ae ere 8,000 6,349 
Sale of Government Property___._»_>S ae eee ee 500 | 3,153 
Reimbursement in aid of Expenses incurred by Government___.___ 10,100 8,020 
Miscellaneous Receiptes: 2 ee a a ee ee ee eee 250 11,487 
Interest ac see ae By te eee Pee | 3,545 
Arrears of Taxation, due by Vancouver Island... 36,000 | ee 
| 


hey WN Recta ea SA nto tn ee a eae a ans Yet Raha $ 675,350 $ 592,459 
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B. 


ABSTRACT of the SUMS REQUIRED to defray the Expenses of the Colonial 
Government of British Columbia, for the Year from 1st of January to the 31st 
December, 1867, showing also the amount actually expended in the Year previous 


to that in which the Estimates are prepared, viz. 1865. 


























ra Salaries, 
Os Office Estimate for : 
EE ; ae Allow- Caatn: the year Expenditure 
23 Ee ae ances. gencies. 1867. of 1865. 
‘ ment. rary. 
1| Establishments $ | 156,124 55| 2,865 00 | 75000 | 9,275 00 
| 169,014 55|195,369 62 
2| Pensions, Retired Allowances, and Gratuities_.___________-_.|__ 3,395 00| 727 50 
3| Revenue Services, exclusive of Establishments... 600 00} 2,056 18 
4| Administration of Justice, Doe (bee ecco 7,800 00] 9,849 28 
5| Ecclesiastical LOSS Si eA SPS wrth eer. penta: es) ) | ane tomes a 
Gime CharitablesAWowances mse cee ame suse Coes ee eee 9,500 00| 8,054 41 
7| Education, exclusive of Establishments_.__________________ 10,000 00} 4,242 44 
8| Hospitals 1D yo te Oe ee eee eee | epee enced «|S tame ee 
9| Police and Gaols DD Yo 2M ee are Re ee Bae 14,900 00] 15,545 20 
LO Re i (ieee tee ey, Re eal OR ete 80000} 1,881 01 
Pied Parise nt wee ree nt Ants oe secs Ce PC 7,260 00| 22,237 59 
12| Conveyance of Mails... 52,820 00| 36,445 61 
13| Worksand Buildings == 11,400 00] 86,266 48 
14)” Roads, Streets, and Bridges =. es __| 45,000 00/280,927 72 
Pal iMiscelaneows Services 5,612 25| 31,397 41 
LG RR ER SE {ae eee ere ee ion ge OV oe Ee 89,440 00] 64,034 67 
17| Drawbacks and Refund of Duties, &c.___..-_ 60000} 2,311 11 
ed Ase ilenl yap fe) Msc 2 0s 2 Re SCN Ce ee ee ae Povkeeey ty See 
TOs eGemptionr Or BONUS 27a ee er oe ee 42,125 00] 31,040 00 
2 Ooms: Lil ies & eae ee eh) 40,770 00| 33,123 44 
Des heniporacy: Doane. ve wee a ee = Pe rd 170,000: 00) 2. 
DPA NG oxereanbanernls NSS CLS oe ee eee Be O67 4100) eee 
os Lied a aa URsyot Vine « Shoe te) et SIR ore cern On eee ene er 10,000 00} 
| FL OTAT Sey weaned mR aE ere ee eee $ |701,710 80|825,509 67 





Vancouver Island Expenditure, 1st January to 15th December, 1865, the latest 
date to which Vancouver Island Accounts are made up_____________--____--. 270,526 49 


$1,096,036 16 
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No. 1.—ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 


His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
The Governor (provided under Crown Officers’ Salaries Acts.) 


Private «Secretar yc es at te ee a tt oe $1,450 
INA GGT CN me antes 2c Ae Sah ees tO ee eee, ween RL Oh 





1935 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 


SUEZULGy oles AAG NY Le ALOEN i wil atl Cure rela Ae as A tt bade beaten pe ed 2 Oe 100 
Extra sAssistance’® 221... terete koe OREN tare leet SPN eee eee eee eee 500 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
ere ao eo Ss Se De ee ee ee See ee we eee ee $600 
Provisional and Temporary. 
IMGSSETB Ty eee Eo Ree eee ne eM eh alegre URN (OS RR Lf 200 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationerysy Buel as Wei hits cco es eee ee ee 400: 





otaleWecisiatives Counc y= aeannren $1,200 


COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Colonial Secretary (provided under “Crown Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863.”’) 

GhieE Clerk eee RE eae ed eal ea ayer ieee ev SOU 8 re ean eee ee em 1144 () 
i ai i ae tet nN es bee hee tek een ee pee ee Ml he Ra) RYE 
Ce rye I eee) Mise ek Se BENG FP IN iol MS epee ete tv ee ITs ee | 22) () 


Messen Cer yA Cs ee Bites 2 ee re Gd Oa ee ee rere eee. ere 250 
4,860. 





ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 


SLATONELY. S&C Wake NE OR Ee ae PE eee eae ee. 750 


PRINTING BRANCH. 

SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
puperintendent >.<... <i alte ea Ales eee ee ee ee 
sLWOMPrinters, S875 cach a ae een Rr Sere ee ee ae 17, 5 () 
Assistant Printer and Messenger Legislative Council == 530 





3,500 





ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 


Siathomery Racy so he eG A he ee ee eee ee ee ee 750 





Total (Colonial Sectotary 32 ees $9,860 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 
TREASURER. 


SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Treasurer (provided under “Crown Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863,” if required.) 


Law rss te MTN a ie O0 Sc tet a ae ee Sel ea My SER Svat be cain dtd ree Momma oie Nee! $1,700 
OU ha a ea 2 ne oie, dale cere PR ce SOE Ue ee, Tea oe ae eae) Ne woe es eee ee a 1,450 
Geis gee een atten Cee rire SUCRE Pe mire Se RE eR ety he Sl 1,220 
I Neopsto7e nT 2) © a col) Se Ak ARMS RSE ee A REET ny SRLS ONS Fs Fle REE RN 250 


4,620 


Provisional and Temporary. 





Sub-Accountant, Victoria 





ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
SSE SUL CIS TEN, sa Cs pee ane Eo orcas tn Tonto ered en 400 
Rotala Uredsure rise eee ween oar kee eae $5,020 


ASSAY AND REFINERY OFFICE. 











SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Sipe tenceMnin Ole A Sei. gee ee Ce ee Oe este ee ee OD) 
@liietal Mie] ter meee terete reed ae oe Ue i nl CE. SOS ae Noe wee Pos A oe oN Aes es 1,450 
3,750 
ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
StattOMe my wel Wel G He rin Gall Shy he Cee mr cE 200 
Total Assay and Refinery Office _._________. $3,950 


AUDITOR GENERAL. 








SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
PAUUCLI COE Gr CTC Tallis eat © ue een ia, RE GAO Rena ENR re ger 2d SY Meh eS Sid n $2,400 
(Bair SH Ri ON Gehl es See Ba PN ene ome ee eh nt eee pe ee OE pe eee cl Ge ona awe nem aE SOLS 1,450 
3,850 
Provisional and Temporary. 
GETS i Kis een ee aE I B58 A OE AA ARE Slew IR Shes SOS a Se Seas A ale eae | Yes Be 1,200 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
SSYUNLELAVEN N(SLR ACH mel ten 5 mR gare eum one Ree a Seat rae EPS Oe SE oe 200 
iotaleAditorm Genera leanne anne $5,250 


CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND SURVEYOR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General (provided 
under “Crown Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863.”) 
Assistant Surveyor General and Superintendent of Light-Houses, resident at 
AVS CCST Pal ome eee ace ere eo es VS Tal OPN i a 2 ee ee 1 OOO) 





LT a ae OA ee in Pe ates 0s POY Hp Ne ene ETRE BB pee SO A 1,220 
Gy) sewiet ial Se Sire aoe RY Comment eer Ri Ne sete NS we oc coi Bi, See ee meet el PAO | 
BE) panto tS ry a ee se es car mw es ee tee eee Nae So eS Ne Ue oe 1,220 
INE SSE TGC Teg eee teste er Rr SUR ee ee reese ened 2A See ree 250 
5,810 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
SEU OTIGT Vag cs saa eee ante oO ad Fe Oe Cee Mn eae ee eet ee 500 





Total Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General $6,310 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 
CUSTOMS. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Collector of Customs (provided under “Crown Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863.”’) 
Chief "Glen kv 3 Pe ete Bea Sse Me eee ee eee ek ER $1,800 00 
Clerk ferme Sees sansa ts 8 eh ee eae ee NE 1,450 00 
Messenger iD Ais SON 5 kt IP RINE Ee ee Ee, eee 250 00: 
Deputy; Collector, southermyBound ays 1,700 00 
5,200 00 
OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT. 
Revenues Oni Cer V1 ClO LI a, emma eee ere eee eee een eee ee ee 1,700 00 
Teac Weal it er ee ee ee ee ee we eet ee 1,450 00 
(anrdine Warten ete: oct - aCe ae port Oe ae eek en 1,000 00 
SEW BO ACME Tce 28a. Sa ee oe cee oe oe eed ee 1,396 80 
5,546 80 
Provisional and Temporary. 
IDYeyeyniny, (Crovlivereirore Bibiarenmel Jen, 250 00 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Sleiromery GMOS, (eure) enced Mbiredeye MAO 225 00 
FLotalu@ustoms mea ae ne eee eeweaes $11,221 80 


REGISTRAR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Registrar General and Postmaster General (provided under “Crown Officers’ 
Salaries Act, 1863.”) 





Repistrar Generale Victoria: See eee ee mee ree ee ea ae eee eee cy ee ee $1,940 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery, &c., $100, Temporary Assistance $250 _.... 350 
Total Registrars: General) 2.22 assti ee ee eee $2,290 


HARBOUR MASTER. 





SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Harbour Master, Government Pilot, and Superintendent of Light Ship = $1,800 
ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
otalwE ar bourse laste leaner nenn ee $1,800 


Post OFFICE. 





SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Deputy Postmaster and Harbour Master, Victoria _..___»_»_»_»_-_-SESE $1,450 
Deputyebostmasters Wal lam sn@ ree kaa eee eee emer nese eee ere eee 970 
Glerkean de Messe oe rage se eee re eee ee eee ee 750 
3,170 
ALLOWANCES .—WNil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery.o0 00; Fueleand iets 15 () pees eee 250 





Motal FP ostyO Tice paar ce eee ween eee $3,420 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 





CIVIL. 


TOTAL OF CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED UNDER VOTES___....- $52,856 80 


His Excellencyathe: GOVern Oi see ee ee $2,535 00 
Kesislatives @ oun cilaeren ee ee eee ee dae ere ns ee 10000 
KC OLOM abe NCC Peta Viewers ieee ee | OD RO000 
EL REA SUC Lape neem onOS Saree Spe eevee sees ee Merete ares ee ea. O20000 
/NGERY Gravel INST ay One Le ee | BY 
PAU CIt Olas CRENCT 2 leper nee een este ree porte ee eee en ino. oe 5,250 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General 6,31000 
Custos pee ae ee ee eae een ee eee Se none oe ere 122 1 SO 


Revistrang Generale: ese semerer Seer eee kes ee ator orate ihe Seep eS 2,290 00 
Harbours Masters = ere ee ee er eee Oe ee Tt SOO 00 
ROSts © fi Ce eines oe ee rere tren ery ee ur! RL a 3,420 00 


$52,856 80 














JUDICIAL. 
SUPREME Court. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Judge of Supreme Court (provided under “Crown Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863.”’) 
| Doe. ear Gump yiamr eet ee, Sora Me Rc) Yoga ne ered nana ey ene ae $5,820 
REISE aT eee eee me Om Saher PNen) Pre ae NSE SOSA Reve he, Pn Re 1,450 
DSP UEV SRE O15 tir a Teg eee er ate ee PE is es ee 1,220 
8,490 
ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
SS CAE TOTTI VS Gc C cyte ees nw a RY A eal A ee ree 500 
Total:Supremeé; Courtizc23 2 42 $8,990 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment, 
Attorney General (provided under “Crown Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863.”) 
CG ic rate ere A gh kOe ho ce ee ee BT 1,220 
Provisional and Temporary. 
Solicitor General during Session of Legislative Council —________________ 485 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery.o200,,F Ueland. Light: S500. ee eee 250 
otaleAttormeys Genera) esas $1,955 
HIGH SHERIFF. 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Invlieu_of Travelling Expenses ==" =. 2 ee eS Se $750 
PDO As UECUAT we ST ARE TOUS NE EON cee eee ee ee $11,695 
SS UNEICTIGe CLG Cee $8,990 


ACHORNE Van Cs On Clal ses eee eee ee et, 1955 
dp AG -d WAS ae oe Ne Ba as ace a a Ee Pei eI 750 


$11,695 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS AND GAOLS. 


NEw WESTMINSTER. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
POLICE. 
Chief Inspector of Police, acting as Magistrate (provided under “Crown 
Officers’ Salaries Act, 1863.”) 
Tae EG OMS tek Be es os NS eg ee 970 
EEworG onstables, ats SiO) ee Cla pease ee ean me en eee eee eT 4 ()() 
TollCotlectomand Constableyat Dowelas eA OU 








3,450 
GAOL. 
AW Vie CLO pres i 2 ee ee eee ee 1,220 
wo Gaolers, at }S7 00 cach sa. 22 ee ee ee ee 
Medicale Oui Certs S222 arch ome WS aie tees ke ee tae ee eee 500 





ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 


Stationenyaeliidian ms NieSSeMee irk Cryer eee er 300 





Total New Westminster District _...__.___ $6,870 


MAGISTRATE AT VICTORIA. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 

Magistrate: mite’. acer Dace ar eee td Se Eee ee ee ee ee ae $2,250 00 
(Clerk eee oe PARA So cl era ee ele De Ms el ol BAL 1,000 00 
One rSerjeant ko fix P OL 1G eye tee eae ee ee ee eg 900 00 
Three Constables jat isi.7 5each-per*dieti= ee 11605: 





6,066 25 
GAOL. 

GrAOT GT: fates i, ae SADE ke ne Ne le 912 50 

ASsistant? Gaoler oe. is se a ee 730 00 

Supenintendent ot C ony fs ee eee eee 912 50 

vor GonvicixGlandsia tes O51 Gcr ical C ila eee eae cnn aa SD) 

Two Door Guards, and one Cook, at $547.50 each _...-S«a 642 50 

Medical ‘Othicer 20.0. ane ae ee Se Ai Ba 600 00 





6,075 00 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 


Stationety cacc pase eee ot ee eee ergs ee eee 200 00 


BO Ga LAV CLO 1c eee eee em $12,341 25 





GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS & STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES. 


COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY DISTRICT. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Gold? Contmisstoren (isco ee ee ee ee eS OG 
Assistant Gold Commissioner, Kootenay 2.0 405 
Clerk 40 “Gold ‘Comimissiotier, =:.--5 ae eee ee ee OA) 
Constable, Do. ee oe Ae Se Ye ee | 4 ()() 
Clerk ana ‘Constable, Kootenay .= 22s. ee eee ee 00 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS & STIPENDIARY 

















MAGISTRATES 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Constable, 1DYCyG SM). eee rege res eR AN eye lek ee be lee een ene 1,400 
(Clone Gite (Comune, [oan Siavejvsigell 1,400 
ConstableM@Osoy oos ees meer: teers a eee ee ne eee eee te 12 92() 
14,885 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery, 5500. Pucl and Light $700) 2 20s 2 ee 1,200 
Total Columbia and Kootenay District __._.. $16,085 
CARIBOO, INCLUDING QUESNEL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Assistant Gold Commussiotict: WC, Sete ee ee $3,400 
(ON a eB e I RE N E ee vee ee os Oe ere et ee ee 1,940 
ChicleE onstab |e ware sen mone tet ene PoP Ss th ee eh ee ea oe ee 1,940 
inworConustablesvat: $1.45 0ncaclie =e een eee Se ee ee 2,900 
One Do. Qrestie | gee eae eee eek ors Pewee eee) AD eee Dees 1,220 
11,400 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery. 9300, Evel and! Light, $/ 00) ee 1,000 
Total Cariboo, including Quesnel __...-_-_ $12,400 
Hope, YALE, AND LYTTON DISTRICT. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
PNefaty enol Gro) kali Croyansanikey outer! 2 eee $2,400 
GhietiConstable ey aleye ee ten ee on ae ee Oe eee 1,220 
GxOvaTs| fei] 0) Coy, Lame Mena a PAP RT Se EE ee ie a Ne De EE es Ce CES el ey a 1,000 
@hicte@ onstablesy Ly thon esx ere ore ome eee ree a, CS ere saa eee 1,100 
TROLS Collector Vial © pees steve te aso ey ee ee ee Ad eee Ee 1,164 
6,884 
ALLOWANCES,.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery $200 ebucl and duicht $35 0 ee 550 
Total Hope, Yale, and Lytton District ____ $7,434 
LILLOOET, CLINTON, AND SODA CREEK. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Assistants G Olds @ OMT SSL Cy Cae a $2,400 
@hieti Constable: see aes re eee enue ene ei naee on ier ee eee ees 1 TS () 
Constable, Postmaster, and Toll Collector, at Clinton —...._.__._.___...__-_§-______ 1,000 
4,550 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationery Sioa ue and Light: $375 22 2 oe eee 500 





Total Lillooet, Clinton, and Soda Creek District $5,050 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS & STIPENDIARY 





MAGISTRATES 
NANAIMO. 

SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Magistraterand’Collectoriot Reve c eee eae ea 1,700 
Provisional and Temporary. 
Gonstaittl e Ree te EE ee at OS SO 730 

ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 

CONTINGENCIES. 

StAtTOME TY SCC C Fy se oe oe ee ee ee 150 
Totale@Nan ain oe Dstt Cte $2,580 
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No. 1.—RECAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTABLISHMENTS. 


















































Salaries. 
Fixed Provisional Orne. renee Tora. 
Establishment. Bee 
CrviL ESTABLISHMENTS: | | 
Crown Officers’ Salaries, as pro- | 
WIGSUNDVAACtS eee ee eee 47,045 00 | 47,045 00 
Governor. 5a oe eee 1,935 00 600 | 2,535 00 
Legislative Council__.__»_ 600 00 200 | | 400 1,200 00 
ColomalySccieta hy ==———aaaaanann 8,360 00 | 1,500 9,860 00 
EreaSUt ceased) eee ans 4,620 00 | 400 5,020 00 
Assay and Refinery Office.__._.__ 3,750 00 | 200 | 3,95000 
A dior General see 3,850 00 1,200 200: 5,250 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands & | | 
WOPKS, GC.2 5 35S 5,810 00 | | 500 6,310 00 
Clic! Onis se ee ee 10,746 80 | 250 | 2251) | 11522180 
Reeisthan Genera | ==-——— aera 1,940 00 350 2,290 00 
Harbour Viaste ree eee eae 1,800 00 | 1,800 00 
Best Office24 22 oe see fel 3,170 00 | | 250 | 3,42000 
JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS: | | 
Sipe tne COUN) eee ee 8,490 00 | 500 8,990 00 
rAttomeyaGenera | semen eee = 1,220 00: 485 | 250 1,955 00 
Hiph Sheriffs 4 esau cia | beease | 750 00 
POLICE ESTABLISHMENTS___.___--______----- jee ee) | 500 19,211 25 
GoLp, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSION- | | | 
ERS, AND STIPENDIARY MAGIs- | | | 
TRATES: | | | 
Columbia and Kootenay____________. 14,885 00 1,200 16,085 00 
Cariboo, including Quesnel... 11,400 00 | | 1,000 | 12,400 00 
Hope, Yale, and Lytton_____________ 6,884 00 | be 8550) 7,434 00 
Lillooet, Clinton, and Soda Creek_.. 4,550 00 | 500 5,050 00 
Napaitn Ocean Se 70000 730 | | 150 2,580 00 
Deduct proposed Refunds by Crown | 161,46705 | 2,865 750° 9) 49275 \174,357 05 
Officers; | | 
His Excellency the Gover- | | | 
Pe ees ae x: $2,500 00 | | | 
Colonial Secretary | 
Attorney General | | | 
ireastinen 92a | | 
Chief Cmmr. Lands & | | 
WYO ies wt te ered 2,842 50 | | | 
Collector of Customs. | 
Chief Inspector of Police | 
Registrar General | | | 
5,342 50 | | | 5,342 50 
ToTaL ESTABLISHMENTS... 156,12455 | 2,865 | 750 | 9,275 |169,014 55 


No. 2.—PENSIONS, RETIRED ALLOWANCES, AND GRATUITIES. 


Pension to D. Cameron, Esq., retired Chief Justice, Vancouver Island —___-------------- 2,425 
Do. Mirse Doe MCUs a tii sete eee be i os ey ee a ee 485 
Boe. 25 MrsJ4D7 Be Oct vy, see eee ee ee ee 485 





SP Ora Peiiinis: Gene a ee $3,395 


re 
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No. 3—REVENUE SERVICES (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 





Travelling Expetises of (Officers Om Qty 2a ee eee 500 
rages MEICeENCes eV ICt Oris eae eee ee ee ee eee ee eee E 100 





Total Revenue Services (exclusive of Establishments) $600 


No. 4.—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 





Summoning Jurors and Witnesses, and other Contingencies __..___= ss sC«dS 410 
Proseeutionrand interpreters. ces, Goce 25 eee ee 
Expenses ob J udgesand Registrar onvCir Cult (ee ee ee ee 4,000 
Expenses attending Inquests, &c., New Westminster and Victoria _.___-__»__ 600 

Total Administration of Justice __._.__+__SS«S 7,800 


No. 5.—WNil. 


No. 6.—CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 


Tneaid gots Flos pital 9 So se es Roe a ie a ee $9,000 
invardsof herd |estrtate we Or atic iS 1c ky eee ae Oe — 500 





Total ‘Charitable; Allowances ee 9500 


No. 7.—EDUCATION (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


DDIStpiGt SCHOOLS ase eng wet et Res Soe at le 2a Pe ae ee ee Ee ee $10,000 


No. 9.—POLICE AND GAOLS (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


New Westminster—kKeep of Prisoners and other Police expenditure at this Station __ $6,700 
Victoria. Do. Do. Do. _. 4,950 
Nanaimo. Do. Do. Do. a 500 
Columbia and Kootenay Do. Do. Do. ae 500 
Cariboo. Do. Do. Do. _. 1,000 
Hope, Yale, and Lytton. Do. Do. Do. me 750 
Lillooet. Do. Do. Do. aro 500 


Total Police and Gaols (exclusive of Establishments) $14,900 


No. 10.—RENT. 


Rent Government selOrse hay tC lOc ese aa $ 50 


Do:,, (Court Houses 2&5) Title) ee as a ew 250 
Do; Harbour: Masters: OltiGes {Victoria y messes re sees sae rome mae OE oper 400 
Do, Gaol? Nataimo: itso. 02 428 cee Sle Sate a de ee BRP AY, ore eee nema 100 


Motels Rent) eee ee aes ae) ae act en ee es $800 
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No. 11.—TRANSPORT. 





His Excellency the Governor. 


Expenses, visiting Victoria, tours in the Interior, &c, $2,500 


Colonial Secretary. 


Expenses of tours in the Interior, visiting Victoria, &c, —2 500 
Treasurer. 
PLeipntrupouremittanices Ol Weasule ge nee ee a ee 250 
Auditor General. 
Travelling expenses Inspecting Accounts $200, Freight upon Accounts to England 
SG (ree ree ieee en eee Bac ee Oe Mr eee te 260 
Chief Commissioner Lands and Works. 
LO HISPSCLOD Or Stedieng) es eects Me tere ee ees ee = 750 
Gold and Assistant Gold Commissioners. 
ANctualttave ling sexpensess ol: OiCense Om ec Nit y meee eee meres ean 2,000 
Ween, Olshorsessthraughout tne Colom yoy eee aay 1 ee ee 1,000 
Oba Ter mes Oi te eee Es eee _ $7,260 
No. 12.—CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 
Ocean Mail Service 
To and from San Francisco, (Arrears, Vancouver Island) _.-- $15,000 
Mo anaerompVActOnia ands NEw! WV CStIIInTS Celso eeu ee ee 4,500 
To and from Victoria and New Westminster (Arrears, Vancouver Island) _.......---------~23=—- 1,000 
aration, Victorias ancl squilmalt ei) 22s See earen 2S eee ee 420 
OFAN CHL ROMVAV 1G [OTA sm AT) LLTTIO es © COTO Xp Coe eee UE IE 4,200 
MorndsronniC aribOOm © OlUmib las Cesare eee ee ee 25,000 
Morandstroms, Columbians (Pele Steal ele V1 LeT7) eee en Se 2,400 
INoewava) Teen, Waray, Ghavel EMO 8) cee 300 
otal Conveyanceno te Vials meses seen $52,820 
No. 13.—WORKS AND BUILDINGS. 
TSCSCHPRIVET LO 1LCT pre ee anette ke ot ae Le me men elya B eM keen oS Ee Ce Lh ON IV BB te $5,600 
IREDAL a ON DUA Tin Oe pee epee ete ee ee ee ed eee ee ed 5,000 
HogsBell Race sROCK sume samen sate ak Ae eenee nue BaP. SL eon ae ee Oe en 800 
Total. Works: atid Buildings <n $11,400 


No. 14.—ROADS, STREETS, AND BRIDGES. 





Reales! tou eae: LEOUS MOU GAtINe GC OlGm yee atte $45,000 
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No. 15.—MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 








FEXPEMSESHCOMME CLS Cl movin LINC TeUTN pe MUTT 6) CS sarc yeaa $1,000 00 
Ardato Fire (Compan eg oe eo ee 1,000 00 
Dol ePubliceLibraries ae ee 2 ee ee eee ee eee 1,500 00 
Taking charge of Government House and Grounds, Victoria —...--___ 500 00 
Insurance, Government Buildings, DD Os sp es Oe tee es GR a 1,000 00 
Do. Do. Do. New Westminster Be AR AEE 225 00 
Expense of Telegram from House of Assembly to Imperial Government __.._.__ 137225 
Completing the Audit of Treasurer’s Books, Vancouver Island ___-___________ 200 00 


Total Miscellaneous Services «$5,612 25 


No. 16.—INTEREST. 


TMtevest Ot mL cOany OF nl G2, ee te een eee ee ee er 1.05 5) 


Do. [8035 eee ee ee ee BE ip Se rsa Sereae Mees 9 ter er Sais Bete a 9 14,550 
Do. USO ae eh 8 hoes Sa, le I Ee ee Se ee eae 29,100 
Interestions Temporary i Oat sys ee eee ee eee — 10,000 
Ihe: nn \Wencoiee I euaral Iberia wie XG 11,640 
Do. Temporary Loan from Bank, and on Debentures __._.__>_ 9,600 


‘Total ‘Interest 242.2 = eee ee 89440 


No. 17.—DRAWBACKS AND REFUND OF DUTIES, &c. 


OLECUSTOMS GD CELE Se eer rece RY Ta Lee ee Seo $500 
OEROUMEE RT ax CS esas oe eee a et ee ee PO ae ae Se COUR PSII Ser 100 


No. 18.—Nil. 


No. 19.—REDEMPTION OF BONDS. 


Cook's Fetry and ‘Clinton; Road (Bonds 52 2 ee ee $12,125 
Vancouver Island Debentures; due 31st December, 1867 ~~ 30,000 
WotaleRedemptionyof Bonds =e $42,125 


No. 20.—SINKING FUND. 


InpRedemptionO hee Of OOO mo ara aed 6 2 eee ee, (()- 21 (0) 


Do. Do. LS G3 ee er eat are ea RO PP a eae amet 
Do. £100,000 [S64 eas See eke aes ee eee ee ee eed eee ee eo 
Vancouver, stands oa net wil 8 G2 eee ie ae eee cee tees ore ks eee er ee ee eee eee eee 5,820 


Total simjimg | Fanid yess oe ee ees 840 0 
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No. 21.—TEMPORARY LOANS. 


Bo BIR Os Be Pitss li Ge Ole er ents core ee ee ek ee ee $170,000 


No. 22.—GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


Simlames; Douclas——Pays 0 Cre wae eee ee ee ee $5,174 
Goalswandoherarticles 2 eran ee nS ee 5,500 
Total *Government) Vessels) ee $10,674 


No. 23.—LIGHTHOUSES. 


Race Rocks and Fisguard—Salaries, Stores, and general maintenance of Lighthouses. $5,500 
Hight Ships MOuinsOr Frasers Rivet ce toe eer eae eS eee ee 4,500 


‘Oca eve M(H OUSCs pa meee ee oe eee eee ee $10,000 
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1868 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A. & B. 


A. 


ABSTRACT of the probable REVENUE of the Colonial Government of British 
Columbia, for the Year 1868, showing also the Revenue received under the similar 
heads in the Year 1866, being the Year previous to that in which the Estimates are 
prepared. 











Revenue of 1866, 


Estimate for 
1868. Mainland. 








EUS TTS epee re ame ame ee a Se Ve Ny 

| Hove navel eleieoys\ine BYGONE ew } $350,000 $247,752 93 
Roadie iol leew a meen eke. oeeae ake Beaten een eee ee ees Oye en 65,000 79,579 44 
EXCISEID Utes eee ee es ee ee ee bee by) 1,000 909 10 
ATIC S ALCS perenne eis are SORES NEON AON Mone U ee eee oe ee Oe, 3,000 6,616 03 
(eandsReV en lic me mame aes Se Oe eee ee sae ee ey eee Ns i) 3,000 3,423 52 
Rentsrexclusivie Ole land see pene ewe ees cl eee es 2,000 2,254 50 
PreesMinersy Gerntilicatess ames. ee ee ee es 16,000 18,008 70 
Mining Receipts, General. 22 23) 2 ee 21,000 20,237 47 
TEI CEN CCG Rename tDe SOME cet ee SL PN) POT NOR AN Cue a a ee Fre 60,000 27,436 31 
POS tei eaters Reeteen ira ee ee Atte ee OE, Peet ed ed or oS oh ool 15,000 7,601 92 
Fines. Forteitunes,,and Bees of Court 9,000 8,927 26 
H SY SVR ON EM OA ba NeLos SC ee oR ee en eS 4,000 2,976 25 
Saletor GOVermmMent LO Pek vy ieee nee en ey eee Oa De 1,000 3,059 36 
Reimbursement in aid of Expenses incurred by Government _____.__.. 13,000 2,013 43 
Miscellaneotisieccipise.s se ert ee ee ee 1,000 2,171 50 
AYTEAaTS wv ANCOUVEr Sand pee eee ey ee ee 12'000" |) See= 
Enters (reteset oe ee RL en IRR Te ee ee i a bg Eo 4,050 67 








ACOs A Epa ee eee eee ee $| 576,000 | $437,018 39 
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B. 


ABSTRACT of the SUMS REQUIRED to defray the Expenses of the Colonial 
Government of British Columbia, for the Year from Ist of January to the 31st of 
December, 1868, showing also the amount actually expended in the Year previous 


to that in which the Estimates are prepared, viz. 1866. 





























Salaries. 
8 - Atiows Sacra Esduuae for Bares 
04 s o ! 
: 5 Establish find Tem ances. | sencies. | Year 1868. | Mainland. 
payee 
1 | Establishments ___ , 155356035). $750 i $900 00} 157,010 55|175,533 76 
2 Pensions, Retired Allowances, and Gratuities__.__- |S 3,395 2,349 76 
3 | Revenue Services, exclusive of Establishments 500 2,127 34 
4 | Administration of Justice, D6.o° Pa On 5,200 5,828 25 
5 | Ecclesiastical, Do. ee ee ee 2 —_—- —— 
Gs) ie Charitables\llowances wuss 2 eee eee See oe ee 5,000 8,662 80 
7 | Education, exclusive of Establishments —...-_-_»___ 6,000 2,343 42 
8 Hospitals, Doe tL > Vee Ree ee oe ee — = 
9 | Police and Gaols, DOS.) > Bee eee 13,000 13,942 87 
{Ones Rent eee P= AN 9S pote eee See 700 | 1,125 00 
il TRAIS POL ee oe ee eee ee ee eee 5,910 16,557 68 
12 Convey atice ob Mallst-oes eens aes eee eee eee eee 29,400 58,676 87 
13 Worksiand/Bildings-- 2 eee ei eee ee eee 5,300 24,570 23 
14 Roads: Streefss anda ric egies eens ee mene coe ere eee ee) () 0) (00) 120,798 43 
1521s .iviiscellaneous Sctyices <8 teens eee, cee eerer 9,000 11,917 40 
16 Interest Sener er ete te Pen Pee ee ee eee 99,840 Thao) v4 
ihe Drawbacks and Refund of Duties, &c. |S, 100 946 25 
18 LM SES tO Tween Oe ee eer eee ee =a == 
19 dy . Redemptiono€ Bonds eres. er ee ees 40,000 8,487 50 
20 Sinking Rind 9 se oe ee ee ee ee 50,197 50| 47,765 88 
2 Lay erempolaty Loans: . ere ess eee en eee eee, 70,000 29,375 00 
DD, FELOMEeIG OV CLNMeonnbe Nc COL thane == SS 
23 Govermment’Vessels =n se ee ee ee 11,000 3,933 83 
2A ay igh thou seg een Ss eee eee er eee ee 10,000 — 
DOTAT Geen ees meme eee $| 572,553 05|613,694 09 
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No. 1—ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 








CIVIL. 
His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
The Governor (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Acts) 
PYIVal@u Secretary y.cae stems e eter Sense Oa en eS er $1,450 
INE SSS eee ae re re Em eee eT ke 500 
1,950 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
_ CONTINGENCIES. 
SLALIONET Van OC eens eee ned were = See ety ee Oe oe 100 
EET ASSIST ATI Co etree eer ate ee ee ee 500 
—— 600 





Total His Excellency the Governor... $2,550 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 





SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
(Cle a eer reat eee eee rere ns PAAR end an hE ae co $600 
IM CSSEN GC 1p ati ee seh vena Th Ee Lose eee ENON NSN SST tA ee TA oh 200 
— 800 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
NE AUUS) Sed ols Yooh ys Be nt eens Bs ot ee anes ie ee ea eRe ee 100 
Total Legislative Council _________. $900 


COLONIAL SECRETARY. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Colonial Secretary (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.) 











A Scistalits@ © ONIal Secretar ye tee ee ne $1,940 
IPE ae ee neon, pry ER Seats re ll I DO RO a ES 1,450 
Cle kale eear rue ee ee Ole Se er ry OR ee Sen ree aera eg Siew ey 1,220 
IVIECSS Ci 6 Tiamat mesa es tae RI Pete ee eat Een eas el a Lar ne 250 
$4,860 
ALLOWANCES,—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES. __ 
SEM ays, Rel, CenaKel eda) 2 2 ed ee ee 200 
PRINTING BRANCH. 

: SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
SUPerinee ric eta (eee tee ire eee we re eee DW, eee ee 220 
FRWOSPTinterss 900 reac hse ee eee eee NI eens bee os 1,800 
Assistant Printer and Messenger Legislative Council _.- 600 

3,620 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Colonial Secretary _._______. $8,680 
TREASURER. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Ciel? Clery ee ee re ee ee ees. A ee A $1900 
Oy een ee ES 5 itt io ie Fad rd eh, ee ea Aan erie Ree es 1,450 
Cle eee ae ee te ee ee Ol ee ale 1,200 
MIGSS Gri oe re eter ere ee er I re er ee ea ho ks PO ee ee 250 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 
AUDITOR GENERAL. 

SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Auditor General 22 24. 8 be) o)) oe oe a ea ee ee es 2 eee $2,400 
CTGRCO Sr Ke ee ey ae Oe cP oe ee ee ee 1,450 
(Gt [ei 6 ae ane Cans EE REPU ree ee renee Coe Ee Pe 1,200 

ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 

CONTINGENCIES. vi vil. 





Total Auditor General ___________. $5,050 


CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND SURVEYOR GENERAL. 





SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Chief Commissioner (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.) 
Assistant Surveyor General and Superintendent of Light Houses _..._= _ $1,900 
O) |. 9 eee ens eller EL eet WE RO Lee ok ere EE STE ee oe ee eS, 1222.0 
Dy reviie Itsy neath 9s oes Re a en A ER a nee SS eS 1,220 
IMiesSeing er ce 522s a Sale Se cere Meer eS i nk 2972 See Dea EE Ue 250 

ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 

CONTINGENCIES .—Nil. 

Total Chief Commissioner Lands and Works and Surveyor General $4,590 
CUSTOMS. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Collector of Customs (provided under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.) 


(Chieti C legis ee crates aS en ads Pe ek a oe $1,940 00 
BLS) 1] capa es ee Se er red al eee Pike ee Sd tegen ad 1,450 00 
IMfeSSem Ge Tee tee ec ee a ences non yee ee aOR nee ein Se 250 00 
Deputy, Collector, southerm) Boundary ee eee 1,700 00 
——__- §.340 00 
OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT. 
Revenue Omicer jc a tteak see ee ee, DR peor ee ae ee 1,700 00 
Mani dlinie- OW Arter esses ee re Ss ee yer re ee ee 1,700 00 
TO stay) gee cesta, bea eer eh) ee Re ee ee 600 00 
Do. FAScyULirit all eee oa ees ce ene Fl dee ede 720 00 
Two Boatmen and Watchmen, $698.40 each __.- 1,396 80 
IDisjeminn Colles, ishovrdeieal Wake 250 00 
Constable atOsoy.G0s fe emer) ea ne eee ee ee err 1,220 00 
7,586 80 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Collector of Customs —.....____ 12,926 80 


REGISTRAR GENERAL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Registrar General and Postmaster General (provided for under Crown Officers’ 
Salaries Act.) 


Resistrarm Generalsote Cit] esse Vict rel cy eee ee eae ee = $485 
Assistant tm (Onice: tue 2 EG hed See a are nr doe oe eee, 300 
ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES .—Nil. 
Total Registrar General _.....-_ $785 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 








CIVIL. 
HARBOUR MASTER. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Harbours Vasterancde GOVennin enite ll] © (aaa een een een} 1° 8()() 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Harbour Master __...._____. _ $1,800 
Post OFFICE. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
POSEIMASUCT nV RCLON [orotate ent one nee eet he ee eee ae eh se $1,450 
Wlerkcand, Messenger, New: Westiinster ats set oot es et 750 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
MotalPostOfiice === $2,200 


TOTAL OF CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED UNDER VOTES ________-___- $44,281.80 
Iniss Pxcellency, the (GovernOti 2 1-2 > Pen es ke, $2,550 00 


Ieeoistativy cee © Ovni) eee eek owes oe Nae ee a eg So Se 900 00 
ColonialeSecre tar ygees eee ere ae ees Reker aoe eee ee 8,680 00 
SITEASTITC [yee en tee ere eee ee wn ee we 2 tl i 4,800 00 
ATICILOT: Gren cr all meee marten ee Orme Vit Reha Ce ee Se TF 2 ee 5,050 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General. 4,590 00 
CollectOrTo he GUS tO nis ye eee ee oe ese ee 12,926 80 
Registrar General and Postmaster General __...__----._.-------_--------- 785 00 
FLAT OUR AS Tein ees merce went ele hr) ee ee 1,800 00 
RO Ste Ott © Cpr ee ir RR ee et Ae ie ty Ll 2,200 00 


$44,281 80 





JUDICIAL. 
SUPREME CourRT. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Judge of Supreme Court (provided under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.) 
Do. Do. Te TB lg nO aE Eb A ee Re ED ESE 
PR SPS rac Cie CRIES Ey, pee are pe ee ee ee $1,450 
Do. UBD Yayhe Pl we VM ph has ren a wan NE.» SAN A ee cet 1,500 
IMR Seri terse Wm Ler a teeaee pera tren ee mereeiren een ee ee ee oh Se 500 
ALLOWANCES .—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES .—Nil. 





MotaliSupreme Counts $3,450 





ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Attorney General (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.) 
Clerical ne = Sean NA EN AL cite eee eee RL Oke Lt Rete ee ROR re ee $500 


OWANCES., 
CONTIN GENCIES. vi il, 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


JUDICIAL. 
HIGH SHERIFF. 
SALARIES.—Nil. 
ALLOWANCES. 
Instieu® of strave ling @XPenSess 2 =a eee oe eee 2 peer nme eeee mee  e $750 


TOTAL JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 


NS] bbose\ 002 @(0) i Ng ihrmnes mete eee t Rae See ee rs ees 
PAAGOT ISVs GrOM GT Bk aes ae eee a ce Ns ae ee ee 
Te By a Ser EE ac ok sg ati a ar eee eo 





POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS AND GAOLS. 


NEW WESTMINSTER. 


POLICE. 
SALARIES. 


High Constable 
‘Two: Gonstables $700" eden 2-2. 2 22et k Aa ee ee 
A hsvelteyowy VIER tyedcigaus eye ik Cae es a eel 
GAOL. 
Warden 
wo Gaolers;2s 00 16ach we weereemeats aera eae neon ee ne arene 
Medical gO ficeryaewe = soe 4 ee ere ene ea ose a Re ee ee 


ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 


VICTORIA. 


SALARIES, 
Stipendiary’ Macistiate, a0. ee ee ee ee 
CN Sr aT Ed eo ar a ee ee 
One Serceant Of Police pee eee ae etree me rales nee eer 
Three Constables,at $1.75 each per diem’ 


GAOL. 
Gaoler$2:50ipen diene eee eee ee ee ee eee 
Assistant-Gaoleiyg2 Der Gicty eas. 7 es ty a eee 
Superintendent of Convicts, $2.50 per diem —..... 
Twor@onyvictyGUaTrd seh OS Oe 5\ce AC il peer 
Two Door Guards and one Cook, $547.50 each 
MedicaltOmicer. 2. Aso 0 oe ey ee 


ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—WNil. 


Fixed Establishment. 
Chief Inspector of Police (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act.) 


$970 00 


1,220 00 
1,400 00 
500 00 


5,690 00 


Fixed Establishment. 


$2,250 00 
1,000 00 
900 00 
Lo 25 


912 50 
730 00 
912 50 


12,141 25 


Total Police and Gaols _...___.____. $17,831 25 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS & STIPENDIARY 





MAGISTRATES. 
COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY DISTRICT. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
GOldSoMMISSiO nett ee ee ee ee ere ee ree oh cee ee ee ee $3,000 
GEEK (Od 0 pee ane ee ee Bee PERT a ee See PEA ne ae AS Rae Oe es ee 1,700 
CONStaly le yee eee ee eon an eS 5 ee Ne eR a od Ui ee oA ee ee eh her WR ee | 1,400 
Clerkqand: Constable mINOotena ype een ie ne ee ees ees De eee 1,700 
Constable Kootenay pemee sete cakeaaee Nee neh we ARE er ey ees ie Ghogel ee RP 1,400 
ClerksandeGonstablesRort.S nep crc peesmamme mania ae nenne mens Sn een ee en 1 4()() 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Columbia and Kootenay District _..._-__-__. $10,600 
CARIBOO, INCLUDING QUESNEL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
ASSistanty Golde GOmnmiSSio mei ccc yee ae anaes ee Bee are ee $3,400 
ON Sid then SAec tatters PON Sot lees ty tent Saale re es RS, Sie ne ge 1,940 
Chiefs Constable yeas ses ek ee ee ee 9 ee pln ar oms a he Dee ese ee 1,940 
wos@onstabl estate als Osea cl seen oan ee einen earn ee eee ee Oe ee ee 9 ()() 
Bivie Constable ciesecameenenee mea erates WE NEN Dey ste Sen Ones FRE AIE oe) eet wy ee 3,500 
Constablerat: Quesnel jeaeemeres tare | emer rene eae mart Artes. Se Ts ae 1,220 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Cariboo District __..._.____ $14,900 
HOPE, YALE, AND LYTTON DISTRICT. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Assistany(rolds Commissioner cy ae aula hk $2,400 
Chichi. onstabley Yale pee. ee een te in ne te eee 1,100 
ONS [AD Cees erie eaters Bere OV Isms OR ee ae mec o P LEE octet St Pie ss 1,000 
Chick Constablemyy tito risen a eee ere, ee ee ee oe 1,100 
TOUPECOlLectOrs ¥ allo pees eee eee eee he oe RE eB NA We 1,100 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Hope, Yale and Lytton District _...____ $6,700 
LILLOOET, CLINTON, AND SODA CREEK. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Assistant Gold Commissionerrace cee ke ee $2,400 
Chieti COng ta ble ee ese eae ee cae lec Ne ee 0 eee ce ee 1,000 
Constable: Postmaster, and Toll Collector, Clinton 1,000 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES.—Nil. 
Total Lillooet, Clinton, and Soda Creek District $4,400 
NANAIMO. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Mapisirate.and Collector of Reventie =. $1,700 
Constable eee = eae ee CIC em ene wle Sete We  e e 730 
ALLOWANCES.—Nil. 
CONTINGENCIES .—Nil. 


Total Nanaimo District _.____ $2,430 
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No. 1.—RECAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTABLISHMENTS. 














Salaries. 
i ae Goutie TOTAL. 
Seen eae ances. gencies. 
ment. Temporary. 
CiviL ESTABLISHMENTS: 
Crown Officers’ and other Salaries, as 

PLOvideduby ACtS maa es eee e620 51,167 50 
GOVE Or = eee ee oe ee _| 1,950 00 600 2,550 00 
ecislative Counc! see as asa enmnne: 800 00 100 900 00 
Colonial Secretary 2. . «13 Ursa pies 8,480 00 200 8,680 00 
PIRES ULE (ee wie me cee pee nea ote Mee 4,800 00 4,800 00 
Auditor: Generales 23. =e meee aes 5,050 00 5,050 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands & 

Works: GG itn 8 fete te 4,590 00 4,590 00 
CISCO TTS See es Se ee ee See 12,926 80 12,926 80 
Revisitan Getleral sears 785 00 785 00 
HarbourtVilaster 222s ee eee 1,800 00 1,800 00 
Post: Office 2 228 neh es en 2,200 00 2,200 00 

JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS :— 
Supreme: Courts see eee 3,450 00 3,450 00 
7aNiroya neve Eieiereelh ee 500 00 500 00 
High: Sheriti eee ee ee 750 750 00 
POLICE ESTABLISHMENTS _-_____.---______- 17,831 25 1783125) 
GOLD, AND ASSISTANT GOLD COMMIS- 

SIONERS, AND STIPENDIARY MAGIS- 

TRATES : — 

Columbia and Kootenay —___-________- 10,600 00 | 10,600 00 
Cariboo mete eee ee eee ais Pe 14,900 00 | 14,900 00 
Hopes Valesand ay tton ee, 6,700 00 6,700 00 
PaHOoet Clintons aes 4,400 00 4,400 00 
INStatNO = sees weenie Reed SE eee 2,430 00 2,430 00 

ToTAL ESTABLISHMENTS ______ $|155,360 55 | 750 | 900 {157,010 55 








No. 2.—PENSIONS, RETIRED ALLOWANCES, AND GRATUITIES. 


Pension to D. Cameron, Esq., retired Chief Justice, Vancouver Island _..- = 2,425 
Do. Mins IDs Mich ean: =. se 2. Lele ee ee ie ey ee eo 485 
Do, Mrsad DBs O pilyy ise ee ees 2 ee) tee 485 

Total Pensions, &c._____... $3,395 


No. 3.—REVENUE SERVICES (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Travelling Expenses of Officers on duty, Arrest and prosecution of Smugglers, &c. _____ 500 


Total Revenue Services (exclusive of Establishments) __..______ $500 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 1868 603 





No. 4.—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 











Summoning Jurors and Witnesses, and other Contingencies _..- 800 
Prosecution ang inter preterg <r Ces. Weve ene ee 8 800 
Bepensesof Judse- and Resistrar-on Circuit 0 3,000 

EX Dense Alten. Anicinest suas =e re eee ree wy ce A AO 600 

Total Administration of Justice $5,200 
No. 5.—WNil. 
No. 6.—CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 
TR AICEO Led OSD ial Seem eee omen te eis ae Re Weer Re mU Le Neer Rm Wee: OER TES Os 5.000 
ncaa Gr tie, Gestritie POOrsanG oC Kon a2 ac ete et re ek ee eg ht pee ; 
Total Charitable Allowances _.....___ $5,000 
No. 7.—EDUCATION (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS. ) 
DIStEICER SCHOO] S eee eee, © xi Nets Se Meo ve UA ie Oe wow ee mel. ache Lee A fire $6,000 
No. 8.—WNil. 
No. 9.—POLICE AND GAOLS (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Keep of Prisoners and other Police expenditure throughout the Colony _...__..___»_- $13,000 
No. 10.—RENT. 

Renta G oven emtell OUSe ra V1ClO La ease aaa eeananins ane een nenesety Coens NCLy eee Bee ee 50 
1D (og BU hats ped elas wie Dees a pyle eae Seer RNs Ws GG, 12 SA Sake tal Bs Se 250 
DOm Narain Ogee: oe een reer ee One RO NRK aero NN ee Ride et i te A 100 
DOMOUCSH cian nema nen nent nermreer aceon h reemnersreNeT Oe ere Lee es ye cleo ee = 300 

(otal Rent $700 
No. 11.—TRANSPORT. 
His Excellency the Governor. 
eavelline Px penscerGm wily etn te os ers 2 Se ee = 12,500 

Colonial Secretary. 

"TE AVvelliimy 7 Ei pe Me GMO CLUE ye se ak ah oh 250 

Treasurer. 

Freizht upom remittances of Treastire 222s 250 


Auditor General. 
Travelling expenses Inspecting Accounts $100, Freight upon Accounts to 
Embed etic Sie cee rete ae ee a OR es ee a sere 160 
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No. 11.—TRANSPORT. 


Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works. 





Inspection Gf Steamers es tee ee eee cae ee ey ee ee 750 

Gold and Assistant Gold Commissioners. 
Actiall travellineexpenses Of Officers ont 5) Uy pee eeeeaen eaee a namrennen Oe eeee ene nnn EEE 1,000 
Keeprotborsess throu ehoutethe x @ Ol Om y geese eee eee eer =  IgoOr 
TotalebranspOLt a $5,910 





No. 12.—CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 





‘Totand from (San. Francisco ees eee eee ee ea ee ee eee 6,000 
“Way Fvatsl segayoa) \Aloymley naval IN\E\e \WASSUMMMM EO 500 
MO GAT ECOL VACUO Le ATCA SCHUTT ea ee 400 
TOPANGA TLLOM A VACLOLI ae INA A 1112 OM OT) OAS. Cs eee ae 4,200 
Wikey Gravel Sugerane(Ceroloyerey, (Cholibinnleye), ove, ee 18,000 
‘I Mel Ghatebbageyany Wale vormty, Share CHIMENG Ny ee 300 

Total Conveyance of Mails $29,400 


No. 13.—WORKS AND BUILDINGS. 


Repairsitor Buildimespihrowehortutiiae. CO! ory eet em nee ne 5,000 
POs sBellTRaACC RIO CK S Pet eee erred ent ee oa ee eee re 300 





Total Works and Buildings... _ $5,300 


No. 14.—ROADS, STREETS, AND BRIDGES. 


Repairs ito: Roads tnroushOuit ete eC O00 yee eee eee ese eine eee gee 50,000 


No. 15.—MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 





Expenses ‘connected witht Indian el T(Des en 25 sateen eae ee ee oe oe ee ee 500 
Makin orc ange Ole G Overman it Esl LIT) Sy yee ee meee een ese ne NEN ty es ra eee 500 
Insurances Government ms cite sip eee cee eter oe eae erie ee ee ee 1,000 
EXCHANSSLOM MT ALLS 1 OL VEEN ULE CC peat eae eee a gg EE re 500 
9B) Fs of: 0 6 eee renee 8 ee elie me RAE 7S. Sse NRE Nal eont Det Ren ce, BAO Br beac 1,000 
Stationery snd: Fuel ‘for lb Departments cere a ee 2,000 
Expenses connected with Assays of Minerals, &c. 3,500 

Total Miscellaneous Services ________ $9,000 


No. 16.—INTEREST. 


Uiterest onsoan: Of LS G2 ies eet ga a ee I ee ee a 


Do. DS BP ee ee ee oe ae Se we 25S (0) 

Do. LS G4 ae Beds Be oe oe a 2 ise ON Ie, ae eee ee _ 29,100 
Intereston) Vancouver: (sland) iso amo til S62 pea aeeaee ae aaa ann nus nennntsOSnn une nO nn 11,640 
Do. Uisrnyarereinye Ioywore aiavel (DY etibaS 30,000 


Total Interest... $99,840 
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No. 17.—DRAWBACKS AND REFUND OF DUTIES, &c. 


DT aS ET CE Saeed ee ea 1 000 
OPE O thr Sree [hax 5 Gee ale ws veep ee ae ree ee eh ET oh as 100 





Total Drawbacks and Refund of Duties, &c. $1,100 


No. 18.—WNil. 


No. 19.—REDEMPTION OF BONDS. 


WTO UNI? MS Brava) IBY overol nies SS ke ee ee eee 40,000 


No. 20.—SINKING FUND. 


lial Salerno) CHES OM borin, WG 21,825 00 
Do. Do. 1S. 63 ene cee ne oe eee ne a WEN eat ee eet O70); OO 
Do. SLOO O00 MOAN aS 64 ee ere eee te BoP cn ont ere _ Le ear on 10,912 50 


Weawaleoniter ilehival Iiornn core (UR) ee 


Total Sinking Fund _...___. $50,197 50 


No. 21.—TEMPORARY LOANS. 


Banksotebritishe Columbia ca eee Cannes Neen Elen owes ee a LD Re $70,000 


No. 22,.—GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


Sin ames Doel ag=—Wacese StOnresn: E UC Cray meee aeee ees NT ee ee $11,000 


No. 23.—LIGHTHOUSES. 


Race Rocks and Fisguard—Salaries, Stores, and general maintenance of Lighthouses... 5,500 
Hight Slips moth Of Praser Rivers) ee ee ee 4500 


‘Potal Lighthouses —__.__ $10,000 
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CAE Le A NRA OE" aA Ee I Ie LITT AE Rl Ni ce ge 8 TARE Ra at ett Dale kd ee Sh a 
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1869 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A. & B. 


A. 


ABSTRACT of the probable REVENUE of the Colonial Government of British 
Columbia, for the Year 1869, showing also the Revenue received under the similar 
heads in the Year 1867, being the Year previous to that in which the Estimates are 
prepared. 








Revenue of 


Estimate for 
1869. 1867. 








BTC (olathe Ue eR Sen ee tae RRO i SOR UROrnce Maas) evn Es a | | 

Por aoc Merbour Wess. Loe ete cere eee ee eS -§ | $400,000 | $270,002 02 
RGA dS igileol  Sameaeeney peer ames Preece ree ee Reed are Na a te og 65,000 59,522 86 
CIS EIN L1G te rare ee ken ee eer ete ee 2 5,000 | 19975 
pany S ale Siemeteee ee eee ier ere Ree at Rees Aree ek 5,000 3,496 60 
QD raa 4 PeeA ies oO Kay we se De PE et ok en Oe A Se eae 5,000 | 3,665 56 
Rents exclusive Of Mando) ewe ed 2,000 | 1,954 75 
PrecuViiners, @ertiticates eee ven ny Meas eo LE eee ee 12,000 | 13,645 00 
Mining Receiptss (General 22 220. oe es ee 18,000 | 22,208 13 
UEC aPC ea) os Searle he ae ed Meena ar Nr ee CR 50,000 | 53,85027 
Disinte she LOS raced Me OO aA AA sh OM Me 13,000 | 12,704.60 
Fines, Forfeitures, and_ Fees of ‘Court__ oi AOE AR le Meta Se Dee eee 5,000 | 8,441 19 
HPeestoir OfiiCe mae mere ce eee ee nee ee ee es Sef 4,000 7,855 63 
Sale of Government Property Ses gs ee el EME ARO eo ee 2,000 | 1,403 44 
Reimbursement in aid of Expenses incurred by Government_._________ 13,000 | 8,582 90 
IMiSCel Ame Ole CCS Ip yts peace ee ce eee es 1,000 | 188 83 
TRS EES Eee ee ee ete Ret Ee ie arene eS bee |) nw a “ede | 2,616 02 
IATFEATONV ANCONVER, Eprang lo 22 2) Ce ete ie Be ee. J 2,000 | 12,171 85 





oT Ati ten oe aS a 602,000 | 483,105 40 
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B. 


ABSTRACT of the SUMS REQUIRED to defray the Expenses of the Colonial 
Government of British Columbia, for the Year from 1st January to the 31st of 
December, 1869, showing also the amount actually expended in the Year previous 
to that in which the Estimates are prepared, viz. 1867. 














Salaries 
Ero ; - Allow- aed, ae for | Expenditure 
ea seta) PROTON aces Aes | wencaicon aaa 
2 B ment, porary. 
1 | Establishments______ $150:398 00/2 ees |$1500 00|$900 00|152,798 00|147,753 61 
2 Pensions, Retired Allowances, and Gratuities__..._»_»_______ 3,395 00} 8,768 23 
3 Revenue Services, exclusive of Establishments____________--- 1,000 00} 1,346 90 
4 Administration of Justice, Dol Sa ree eee 4,400 00| 5,299 97 
3) Ecclesiastical, Do:;* 7 WR eee eae ee ee | ee ee ee 
6 CharitablecAllowances esas sae eee eine woos ee eee) 10,500 00| 7,971 63 
7 Education, exclusive of Establishments__._._.._________.___|_ 10,000 00] 5,064 18 
8 Hospitals, DOs Ved) } phase cet cde pre cen Mie ee et bok Aerts 
9 Police and Gaols, Do. ee eek ee LN OO oe SL 
10 Ren tee ee Oe ee See eh ed Ce ee ee 875 00) 1,21070 
11 TLE ANS POP Esa eee ee ere ee: a ee ares och We eae a 6,660 00| 8,126 57 


| 
124° Conyeyancetot Matle= sso 5s ee 000 | oa 
13 Works and Buildings. 2 ee 12000001" 77,844.26 








14) Roads) Streets, and Bridges 2 2a = area eee eee 62,500 00] 26,844 32 
15a? Miscellaneous, Ser ViCes eee eset ems eee Sree een 16,500 00] 16,390 22 
16 TTTSRES tere. seer ec i re oa aed eevee 91,840 00} 98,914 89 
ily) Drawbacks and Refund of Duties_____ >} 2,100 00) 92,655 87 
18 Limmioration === er ee eee —— Dod it ome 0 etl 
LOLS (Redemption Of Onde. ee ee ee ae eee Bee ee Pe 
20 ropOOU Cunha ah VinG6 Dios ees te aed aaa hess ee bee ep baie ANTE, cee Oa Fe a 50,197 50} 58,269 77 
ZAG. FLemporary (Oats =e en ee ee ee eee 100,000 00] 31,745 48 
224) -sHlome Government Account. == = ee eee | ete eae 


23 Government Vessels Ci‘ UU «6800 00) ~=9,03 7 40 
24. |. VE AGUNG CG. eee eae ee eee OOOO EO aS ity, 
25 |. Deposits 23s ee ee eee 894 40 

| TOTAL a ae eg 592,965 50/505,868 42 
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No. 1.—ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 











CIVIL. 
His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
The Governor (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Acts). 
Privateg Se Cre tal iy pee ees eee a ee a es $1,452 
INESSCT OC regenerate em ee teen, UNE OUEST U LE SINR a BASH 16 cater ie Mint ete eg Rela eae 500 
1,952 
CONTINGENCIES. 
STATON CTY eC eee ee ea reat enn ere ee erent Maw oe Nera a Foy ty ek 100 
FIXER BASSES CNY CC aera te ela ak Sete ee pee BPs wear 2, re Sn 500 
— 600 
Total His Excellency the Governor_________. $2,552 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
C1 1 keene a ar are eS et Re Sw ey PO ee Ss PE EE wy Oe) $600 
IMEC SSC TIE CT pene ee en ees Prd Eee ON Pew Re oO Bete gS ASE 200 
= 800 


CONTINGENCIES. 
VERDC EIREd ST QOGCE eA cea bie en ei SE cee Sait de Wn is event a8 nike Bed mes Sar Rae Re NN eae 100 








Total Legislative Council__________. $900 
COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Colonial Secretary (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
(ASSIStANIE CO] ORTAlESECNe tal Iyengar cee ER A $1,940 
PLN Ome © LET Kis pee tres ie eee Loe oe 9) nl hae ee AE Ry wk SCG 2,904 
ENVIS S'S eC arene ete er tac nme eee See re renee an tt eros ete 500 
$5,344 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Stationerya: Eire lye cig hc 4c ln teers eevee ere ee ree eee ee 200 
PRINTING BRANCH. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
RSET oa gba Cop iY (al CT ihe, Sees Warnes see Aisa eee SL ne eee eee 2 nae ee $1,320 
IEWOsP TIN tensa ho ORC AC Ines nen eae er en eee, ee pe ee 1,920 
Assistant Printer and Messenger Legislative Council _._________ zs 640 
3,880 








Total Colonial Secretary... $9,424 





TREASURER. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Ghia Clete ee ee i awl 3 Be ee $900 
CBA ih ei se re We Fe rt ak as ie Ne i te a rR ie ee Oy i arre eee 1,452 


CLE he a ge ar rer tS Oa ee eh ea 200 





Totaliireasirers = $4,552 





610 APPENDIX C 


ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 
AUDITOR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
AuditoreGenerall cc 25 es ee Te See Ee $2,425 
GhietiGlerk ee ce pd ee el ee ee e452 


LG (3 a fete an SN eee er Ae aoe Ae eet 106; st Sembee Ruaviel SL Se ase BAA 





Total Auditor General_______ $5,077 


CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Chief Commissioner (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 

Assistant Surveyor General and Superintendent of Lighthouses ___.__.________ $1,900 
LS ae ee a tae Bin eo EM A IU Die tee 2 Ns 0 Se SE EE 1,224 
] Bye yeed yesh teh uh aed ee ee ae rane lyin Reena ite ReMi aura ene Mea le A lee! iter ty ILO 





Total Chief Commissioner Lands and Works and Surveyor General________ $4,348 
CUSTOMS. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Collector of Customs (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
Chieti Ger pe aaa ee a Se Pte et a re $1,940 








5,096 
OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT. 

ReEVeniie OR Cer tee See ea Ee ae ee. i Pe 1,704 
Toqindiaio: “Walter gas 8 OEe 2 eat ea ed or a ee | ee ee 
Do. DEUS ok A igre a se i Le OK) 
wo vBoatmenvand Watchmen $696 «each errr ene seats 92) 
Iengeralute:. Oyamrerse, lehivaeeneal IME 900 
Constable at fOsoyoos tee Uses rR AE ee ee | A. 

7,824 

Total Collector of Customs__________ $12,920 


REGISTRAR GENERAL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Registrar General and Postmaster General (provided for under Crown Officers’ 
Salaries Act). 
Registrar General of: Titles, Victoria, 2. 225 Fe ey A 
Assistant din; QC ean et a odie en ke Sh fansite she ee aa) oe ae ee eee 250 





Total Registrar General... 1-—- $735 





HARBOUR MASTER. 


SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Harbour Master and <sdvermment! Pilot 2 eee 940 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 








CIVIL. 
Post OFFICE. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
IPOStHTaAStET ag V1 CLOT] a yes reer tae ae Be lol Leber ALORA E A Ae ee oe $2,000 
Clerc and uviessenect. sew VV esuiilster we = et ee eee ee ee 6 750 
Total Post Office______ $2,750 
TOTAL OF CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED UNDER VOTES ___..--- $45,198 
Bris x Cellency: he ClOVeCEN Ol: ete Reker nt eee a eee ee eran eo es $2,552 00: 
ecislatives Council ese el ee a eenscsa es beset ne er ee en ne oO 900 00 
Golomi ale Secretary gies cees weer ste teers cee toe ee ree hele ee ak ee ee ee ee ee 9,424 00 
ERY GASUTC Tye seeeee eee roe eee wires Lee ON A hee oe Oe ER 9 8 4,552 00 
JAN TVG OV TM Scholl ee eb eee. Mane ce ee SNe a TP ak i as ene Se 5,077 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General __.________. 4,348 00 
COllECtOLEOLE CuStO 111 S meee eee ae ee tasmanian ere ee ee 12,920 00 
REGIStALR G CNET a] yeenicn eee eee eect nein eee eres, Whe Aye SiEe eS eee ee 735 00 


Earboure Viaste ree ee 2 eee Oe ne ee ne Ere Oe Che. eT lo 1940 OO 
POSte Oli ce yee ae we ee Reker ee ee ern em Saree Te Ne ee tee DS 7 5 (OO 


$45,198 00 








JUDICIAL. 
SUPREME COURT. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Judge of Supreme Court (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
Do. 1 169 fo Nepales ae Pa ne ee CED Nee Sa tee ned TNS eA ES 
RE Sista Ole OLE Ce Es) Ge eee meen tees Ret er red A ea I Me Pee Mes Beat ee $1,452 
Do. DOW ae Vy ee ene nee BF oe a ee eee 1 S00 
INEESSC TOE Ea Val see eek ae eS mes Cee RN PAL Re A ee SE A 500 
Total Supreme Court $3,452 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Attorney General (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
(Gig ey ote a ee al oe doer aha ean ele Dede ein shee ies SO ea al a $1,008 
HIGH SHERIFF. 
ALLOWANCES. 
inilienor travelling expenses and allowances 2. = = 2 ee $1,500 
SEOTAL. VUDICIADUE START ISHN NGS set oe Pe ee ed $5,960 
SUP ie Ce We tee ea eee $3,452 
cATtOTMeN) Cetera ee ee eo eee ee eo eee ee 8 
BBY ed geet Vos) n Ree es Se i oe Le ay ne Ne Ah 9 eR Nee RR RN i RD rN 1,500 








612 


APPENDIX C 





ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 





POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS AND GAOLS. 


NEw WESTMINSTER. 


POLICE. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Chief Inspector of Police (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
High Constable” =~. 2.5.7 sets ek ee ee eee $972 00 
wo Constavles, $127 5ueach per Wictin a ee ee 0 
TindianedWessen Ger tenes eases ete ee een he ee ee 180 00 
GAOL. 
Warden: tue see -. TS Je ee ae eee ee 1,224 00 
Oned GO ler ee Be Eee ae Sie ete ed ee es! 708 00 
Medical iti Ce regees ee a a ee eee ee eee Ue eee 500 00 
——____- 4861 50 
VICTORIA. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Stipendiaty. Magistrate sexe 22 ie ee ee eee $2,250 00 
Glee? cz Site De eh E SLED LP RE OT BOE ee 1,200 00 
One Sereéant of Police)$2:50-pet ditt 22.2 ee f1250 
‘Fhrée Constables, atr$.1375.each per, diem 1,916 25 
GAOL. 
Crale ns 5h 5 0: per y aie ea eee a ee eee Oe 
AssistantuGaclergs fap er. Gi emg: eee eee eee ea aeereearene ae ene ee ees 730 00 
SUpeMiMiendenteol Gonvictses2 50s Pela le 11 maaan en 912 50 
wor Convict GUuaTds as OS.6e7 aC AC il eee ae naan aCe = A XU 
Two Door Guards at $547.50 each, and one Cook $638.75 ___________ VS Sa75 
Medical ROMCET paenue eee i Ee Ae oe Se sre ee es Dee 600 00 
——._ {2,445 00 
Total Police and Gaols__________ $17,306 50 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS, & STIPENDIARY 





MAGISTRATES. 
COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY DISTRICT. 

SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 

GOL! Oma SS 1 OTST ee ae Ne ees Ee SER ne ee $3,000 
G(s ae ely c (6 ee eene mre eer Ue Door Ie owens ter et ened wee Oe ee eee I Sk ae 1,704 
Constable: sb a a2 tee 2 ree) ly ee 8 Nm ee Sek elt Se ee 1,404 
Clerk andi Gonstable Koo tery eiy pee = eee eet ee 1,704 
(Gon tall le; AK Opera y oe eee oe ae eine ree ele 1,404 
C@lerkrandhConstables Forts S le ps le il eee ees eee eva 500 
Total Columbia and Kootenay District_________ $9,716 


CARIBOO, INCLUDING QUESNEL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Assistant 1G Old Omit iSS1O 1 e Ieee a ere eee ee ee EEE ()()) 
Gletkin. Se 4 ine Aa A Ba ee ee ee oP eee 1,500 
Chite fi iC onsite te Seg eck Re oe a Ei or es ee ee Soe cree ESO ere 1,500 


A WO Constables vat ole 22.4 reac i eee eee ee ee eee A 
TE WOlGOnsta bles carte G15 OOS 5 eek clase ee aera ee a eee OG 
 Orista ole at re Sine Dee aa re 8 ret ee |) 


Total Cariboo District_________ $12,088 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS & STIPENDIARY 


MAGISTRATES. 
Hope, YALE, AND LYTTON DISTRICT. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
CGhiete Constables Yall esecmte ee ree eee eee ets WR A eee BL 1,104 
GON stall le x cere ee a Meet ae ee eee ee PEP 9, eh Bh 1,008 
@hieie Constay leisy tt on yee eee aes eee ce ae we ee Oe 1,104 
Utell (Coleen, VAS fas Sens Ae eee =e eee eee eee | 14: 





LILLOOET, CLINTON, AND SODA CREEK. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
‘Assistant: GoldiG ominissione ies ee eee Oe eee $2,400 
Chiefs @o ns tab |e gk setae eee te eas RR resets ent oc ee Wer he eee 1,104 
Constables Postmaster, and» LollsCollector; Clintons ee 104 





Total Lillooet, Clinton, and Soda Creek... $4,608 


NANAIMO. 


SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Maocrstrate. and, © ollecton Ol RCVENUG 5s ke eee $1,704 
Constable, 22 == 


Se ee ge LOU) 





Total Nanaimo District_________. $2,434 
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No. 1.—RECAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTABLISHMENTS. 











Salaries. 
Fixed Provisional Allowances. apa Tota. 
Establishment. ee 
| | | 
Crvit ESTABLISHMENTS: | | 
Govemore 26 22 eee 1,952 00 | 600 | 2,552 00 
Legislative Council__._____. 800 00 | 100 | 900 00 
Colonial Secretary... 9,224 00 | | 200 9,424 00 
Wee e if 4,552 00 | | | 4,552 00 
Auditor General_....___ 5,077 00 | | 5,077 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands 
SAW OL KS! eC eee ae 4,348 00 | | 4,348 00 
CUSTOMS =e a ee ee ne 12,920 00 | 12,920 00 
Registrar General__._..____-_ 735 00 | 735 00 
Harbour Master__._»_»__ 1,940 00 | 1,940 00 
POSstOliCe mes tee ee ees 2,750 00 | 2,750 00 
JuDICcIAL EsTABLISHMENTS: | | 
Supreme Court 2 3,452 00 | 3,452 00 
Attorney General_______________- 1,008 00 | | 1,008 00: 
EighiSher tne | 1500 1,500 00 
PoLice ESTABLISHMENTS_._----- 17,306 50 | 17,306 50 
GOLD, AND ASSISTANT GOLD | 
CoMMISSIONERS, AND STIPEN- | 
DIARY MAGISTRATES :— | 
Columbia and Kootenay_______. 9,716 00 | 9,716 00 
Cari bOo:ies se in eak TE ee 12,088 00 | 12,088 00 
Hope, Yale, and Lytton__________ 4,320 00 | | 4,320 00 
Lillooet, Clinton, &c.,.-.-___. 4,608 00 | | 4,608 00 
TNIGIDE WIG NO ee 2,434 00 | 2,434 00 
ToTAL EsTABLISHMENTS $ | 99,230 50 | | 
| | 


Eee 900 {101,630 50 


No. 2.—PENSIONS, RETIRED ALLOWANCES, AND GRATUITIES. 





PSySiry EO: VE tse VC a0 oe eb es eee ee $485 
Do. Mis (OSD o Ba Oeilyy 55a ae ee ee 
Total Pensions, &c._.___ $970 


No. 3.—REVENUE SERVICES (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


Travelling Expenses of Officers on duty, Arrest and prosecution of Smugglers, &c.__________ $1,000 


No. 4.—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


Summoning Jurors and Witnesses, and other Contingencies _.._____ $800 
Prosecutionrand sinterpretens a COS acc Ce ere ae eet ag ne 800 
Expenses,ot ud seran dee ei strata @ mm 1 CU (meena en tee een an nn ene 2 2-5 ()() 
Bxpenseseat tem dino Str Sts cee ese ere te ere eee ee nO peo Se cu eS SE 300 





Total Administration of Justice _ $4,400 
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No. 5.—Nil. 


No. 6. —CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 


|e Re 8 Pa Seo Bal Cay oe fol, eerie ee ee ane es ea nee oa ee $10,000 
Invaidvotsthe:destitutesPOOrandis! ck ps ae ann ee Sn yee Reee 500 


Total Charitable Allowances____.___ $10,500 


No. 7.—EDUCATION (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


Stra Chee SCH OO Sperm eee atens ee Rene Meter ir Saree eT eee MOD tes en eee ee me $10,000 
No. 8.—WNil. 
No. 9.—POLICE AND GAOLS (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 
Keep of Prisoners and other Police expenditure throughout the Colony —---_»__>_____ $12,000 


No. 10.—RENT. 


RenteG Ovenime;n tek OUSe sa VACLO rl aaa eee eee ete eee eee ee 50 
TB Yop UH OV (5 the ob Seca ne eR oe oe oes Ne a Ae ele Es 240 
SON ATT ALT Oe ee i ee ree eee ane ee Oe oder ct Se es es 585 





LotaliRentaa== $875 


No. 11.—TRANSPORT. 





His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 
Wravellnere sponses, Our Cutys ae ee ee eee ee ee 200 


COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

shravellincee xPenSese Ol, CU yee eee rae ee ee 500 
TREASURER. 

Freizht.upon remittances, of) L reasWtGee ete ee 250 


AUDITOR GENERAL. 
Travelling expenses Inspecting Accounts $100, Freight upon Accounts to England 


TSN ied adeno he dn pnts eek at L.ce Sane col ae de eS es ee RR 1 1 


Inspection of Steamers __ 750 
Actual Travelling Expenses of Officers on duty —.__ -»—~_»__ EE eeeC«izS 
Keep of: Gorses: throughout the, Colony, =. 1,000 











Total Transport________. _ $6,660 
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No. 12.—CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 





"Totamd froma Sam Frais CO) meses ae a ee eee eee 6,000 
To andtromuvictonia ane Nowa W.cs titi s te Teen eee nee 500 
Vo andtfrom Victoria and Esquimalt === 400 
AO FAT MEGOMNE VAC EOL ey IN Atel LITO Ny OTN © Reg ie Cone 4,200 
Toran deromy Cariboo. Columb tals ccc ase mee eae ee ed ee 18,000 
Mogandefrom svi ctor a vam cl S seins Cha yeast ce eee ee 300 

Total Conveyance of Mails________ $29,400 


No. 13.—WORKS AND BUILDINGS. 


Repairs towBuildings cen throuchoutithe CO] On ya eee ee eee ee 10,000 
SUDVEVS, SEXPlOLAtlOMS: Ce je eye ne ee ee ee 2,000 
Total Works and Buildings ________- $12,000 


No. 14.—ROADS, STREETS, AND BRIDGES. 


Repairs and construction of Roads throughout the Colony —_-____>»___ $62,500 


No. 15.—MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 


Expensesmconne ctedicyit tie Lid ia ris ital es enema nee Ue oe 500 
‘waking, charse ol Government Binidings sess ee ee eee = e000 
Insurances G OV ernment yp Ui Chirag se ele eee ee ere eee 1,500 
ExchangevonsDratts tor remittance wees. eee eee ee eee 500 
SE GISOT ATS eet se Bons easel 2 Lae de enw a ot Rt Ara oe ee OS es SR ee cree eeee ee 1,000 
StatiOmeny Ue) seccC reel On calle le) Ge ekki eee meee eee 4,000 
ExpensesscOnnectedawalh ASSAY si@ ia \V Lime h2 S a cc Caen ane nC 5,000 
FRorestablishing BranchisAssays Oili copaty Gar DOO yeaa eee ene 3,000 

Total Miscellaneous Services__.___- $16,500 


No. 16.—INTEREST. 


Interestvons Kemporary loans and :Debent ics eee 20) () 


No. 17.—DRAWBACKS AND REFUND OF DUTIES, &c. 


OE Customs; Dates ete ee a re 8 Serer ee ey ee “()()() 
Of Other. Taxes ss <a eee ae eat ee eee ee ee Re TEEN 100 





Total Drawbacks and Refund of Duties, &c.______. $2,100 





No. 18.—WNil. 


No. 19.—REDEMPTION OF BONDS. 
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No. 20.—SINKING FUND. 


No. 21.—TEMPORARY LOANS. 


Repayment 01) 1,0ans: ee accor 2 eee See een) Nee eet eek eh $100,000 


No. 22.—WNil. 


No. 23.—GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


Sir amios Louglas-—- Waees, Stores.) Piel, icCs ..ec _ $11,000 


= INS Wh B OL Crete eee ee coe a ees Re ae ae A per eR 5,000 
Dredcer-—Ship-kéeper and/incidental repairs — 800 
$16,800 


No. 24.—LIGHTHOUSES. 





Race Rocks and Fisgard—Salaries, Stores, and general maintenance of Lighthouses ____- 5,500 
fitohe Shipy mOuLmeols frase tole Ver ne ate ee eet eh et EB ee 4,500 
Total Lighthouses__________. $10,000 





No. 25.—WNil. 





SUMMARY 
OF THE FOREGOING ESTIMATES. 


Provided by permanent Acts, on account of Salaries $51,167 50 
Do. Do. Do. PETS TOTS eee teens eae ocean 2,425 00: 
Do. Do. Do. Interest.on) Loans ees 69,840 00 
Do. Do. Do. Sinking: Fund on Loans 2... 50,197 50 
$173,630 00: 
Required to be provided by Vote for contingent service of year 1869:— 
FS Gab LIS Tire 11 pee ee oe an rere eerre er eerne IE Pak re Se 101,630 50 
Services exclusive of Establishments _.._.__»_-_S>S 317,705 00 
419,335 50 
$592,965 50 
Hstimatedtexcess ofeRevenuerover Expenditute 2s ee 9,034 50 


$602,000 00 


618 APPENDIX C 





1870 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A. & B. 


A. 


ABSTRACT of the probable REVENUE of the Colonial Government of 
British Columbia, for the Year 1870, showing also the Revenue received under 
the similar heads in the Year 1868, being the Year previous to that in which the 
Estimates are prepared. 











Estimate Revenue Revenue of 
for of F 
1870. 1868. (Approximate.) 





CUSTO LI Sp See Oe ne er ree 
Porhand SlarbourWoves. sees ene ees $350,000 | $381,475 $353,000 








RROAGSiAL OI] 5 eee ee ees re ee 50,000 67,825 46,500 
ExcisevD utics ae. eee 2, DEAT A et Rein Pe ee eee 3,500) >| 5,048 3,000 
Eand Sales leant: See 2 oe a eee eS ere 6,000 5,564 1,200 
Land Reyentie 2-22). Pe BEER Oe eee 4,000 6,156 | 4,000 
Rentsiexclusive ol: [and seemmaeentanenre ten even nae nenens 1,500 | 2,163 1,500 
EreewViimense@entili Cates mmeeme cae menaataaans a eeana nen 11,000 11,535 10,500 
Mining Receipts; General = 12,500 15,756 11,500 
TAGE Ces Sess os ss ete cas ee 40,000 45,589 40,000 
Postage? at<< Se se ee ee es ee 13,000 12,789 12,500 
Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court__.__________ 5,000 ATI32 5,000 
Beési0f Omlice Sees Ae 5 ane ei ae ee eee 6,050 | 3,179 3,500 
Sale of Government Property 1,500 22555) 2,300 
Reimbursement in aid of Expenses incurred___._.___ 19,200 16,696 13,000 
Miscellaneous Receipts = eee ees oe ee 500 | 598 900 
Arrears, Real Estate Tax, Vancouver Island_.____— 8,000 | 3,970 300 
IROad (NG sin ea ene Pe ee ee 6,000 Aly” es ad 4,800 

Total ete Bit ae Ee ed ee oe $ 537,750 585,610 $13,500 
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REVENUE DETAILED. 











Estimate for Revenue of 
1870. 1868. 





CuSTOMS. 
TEmMpOKte LU ties aes een a Oe Ps ee ee ee $339,100 00 368,948 00 
CCS eee ae ee A es CE 300 00 318 00 
Tend aVcteys Cie Ke MYA VAUINOS), cee a ee 100 00 181 00 
—_——- || 339,500 00 
PorRT AND HARBOUR DUES. 
Harboure Des eee ee ee eee ee 8500000 8,427 00 
Ain CEP UN OY OCR peas aM I a co ae — 
AROnRaAge. |) UES aa ee ees ee ee — 
Inland and Coasting Navigation Licences __......._._ 2,500 00 
——— 10,500 00 3,601 00 
ar OY te ee eee et 50,000.00" fy 67.825:00 


EXCISE SD) UTES perenne ere Seek la seein Aes aed eee ie eee Bee ee ye 3,500 00 5,048 00 
ZAIN ee OA DES greene nee ee tae me Specter EEO We meen ee Pee SE ee A ee 6,000 00 5,564 00 


IVAN DS IVEVEN UE pean meena cent a wee ne eee eee See 
REN OL and see ees eee ee eee ee See 3: 90000 5,614 00 
IPrezermptiO ny He CSa: cy Cesena ee eae eee ee 100 00 4,000 00 542 00 


RENTS (EXCLUSIVE OF LAND). 


IRODT Yael Ol SAC pment eh ce cee ee Se eel Sd 1,500 00 2,163 00 


PREBIMINER'S* CERTIBICATEHS 42 5 ee | 11,000 00 | 11,535 00 





IVGININGE RECEIPTG75 GENER \ [age maer es Nee cae ene eele ee aera aeoer rena po me 12,50000 | 15,756 00 


ea iT Og = ees eee eet nee ee ee 1500000 15,670 00 
a 40,000 00 
POSTAGE. 


Privatew le ctters ame ee een Gee Ree ee eee ere ak 2a ae 13,000 00 12,789 00 


FINES, FORFEITURES, AND FEES OF CourRT. 
Supe nies © oir (geese reser ree eee ee ee 800 00 
ankcupltev; Court eet ee ee ee © 20000 
Police and County Courts _.... SCC 000 00 


627 00 
260 00 
3,845 00 

5,000 00 

FEES OF OFFICE. 

WandsRecisthyp ices ae een 2-000 00 
ASS A Vg CCS puree. an eee an ee eet os eae A000 00 
Registration of Joint Stock Companies ___.__.____ 50 00 


LICENCES. 
Ny 0 G1 «ea A i Oe Lee ae eee ee ene a 25,000 00 29,919 00 
2,147 00 
1,007 00 
25 00 
6,050 00 | 
SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. 
RUIINGER VICEAUICL LONG S ee aan ete ee Re gs ee 
1,500 00 2,535 00 


Building Materials 
PP OVISIONS poeeee renee een ee nee MO Be ere a) ee cere ee Fuh wn 


REIMBUSEMENTS IN AID OF EXPENSES INCURRED BY GOVERNMENT. 
Sleamer sir wiaimles el OUL as sme armen eenn a 13,200 00 
Her Majesty’s Government for Mails _......_»-= 6,000 00 

fee ie tee moe 19,200 00 16,696 00 


MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS. 
Over-payments, &c., recovered 500 00 598 00 


ARREARS VANCOUVER ISLAND REAL ESTATE TAX _____ 8,000 00 3,970 00 
ROAD (LAN et ee Pee bee tet Se al a) 6,000 00 


ui V4) Beane Ree _$| 537,750 00 | 585,610 00 
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B. 


ABSTRACT of the SUMS REQUIRED to defray the Expenses of the Colonial 


Government of British Columbia, for the Year from 1st January to the 31st of 


December, 1870, showing also the amount actually expended in the Year previous 
to that in which the Estimates are prepared, viz. 1868. 


Item of 
Estimate. 





— 


Establishments 








Salaries. 
Office 
Allow- A 
Fixed Provisional | ances, | Contin- 
Establish- and gencies. 
ment. Temporary 








Pensions, Retired Allowances, and Gratuities___._____ 


Revenue Services, Exclusive of Establishments__ 
Administration of Justice Do, — 





Ecclesiastical .a=—=——arraes |) 0 poe weet a 
Charitable tA llowances Ses ee eee ee ee 
Education, Exclusive of Establishments_....____-_-_>=S 
Hospitals; eee eee) Gee A eee a 


Police and Gaols, 33-210) ee eee 
| RE 6 0 ct ord ta ee SAN, abe oh tee eee Ren es 
‘T TAaMS Port es 5 Peer lee ee a Se een 
Conveyance of: Nia tls 2 aemees ues e ee eens eens eee ne 
Works and sp wildin ge Soe pee ee ee 
iRyopraks, Sites, anmel Ivey 
MiscellaneOusy Sein 1c Cs eee eaten een EE 
NTSC SS (oe eee Ie ee ew en x 
Drawbacks and Refund of Duties, &c.. 
Emm oration 226 Se sae eae ee ee 2h ee ke 
Redempitomlot, BOG see aeeeaae ame en een 
Sink ot i mi Gee as loon En eee Re leek et Ree 
AEST POLALY F/O el TIS See cee ae we ae Se 
OmMeiGOvernme tte ACCOUnt === aaa 
(GOVETNIEN TAVCS SC] S eee an 
Lighthouses: =e Se Oe ee eee eee 


$149,217 00|______|$1,500 00/$200 00 


Estimate for 








ihe Expenditure 
Year 1870. of 1868. 
150,917 00 | 185,656 15 
3,031 25 7,002 02 
1,000 00 2,653 09 
5,000 00 6,924 62 
10,500 00 10,850 47 
10,000 00 10,109 51 
12,000 00 16,742 99 
1,000 00 648 06 
4,660 00 14,481 11 
35,600 00 51,043 49 
9,000 00 24,595 33 
59,300 00 50,036 49 
20,970 00 20,402 51 
103,440 00 99,736 07 
2,100 00. 3,695 61 
5,000 — 
50,197 50 62,686 25 
19,750 00 19,818 73 
10,270 00 10,264 23 
SSE 1S) Wey |) SOU BAG 78) 
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No. 1.—ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


























CIVIL. 
His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
The Governor (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Acts). 
Jia Patek Net eto) 10) ae Bee ae Or On Oc Meter An ae ee ee es eee $1,452 
INT ESS e a eeeer er eee Bene Mees Mee oN AUR PRe celia os oe ea a i as 500 
1,952 
CONTINGENCIES. 
ALES Ao) oh Le a ee re Uae Se Sete Ren gE Ona ay ene ee ane ny ere 100 
Total His Excellency the Governor___________ $2,052 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
STG Ty eae eres ees eR Fe DR alee OR EOI OR OO A oa ve eee 600 
INTE SST ie [gree eee terre aay ene ety Oks mereR wee ee ae IN Seo Gs UR Be 200 
—— 800 
CONTINGENCIES. 
| BARR Pa UN BA Ud aU Pin geil sci ae i A ln FOE Pe Sem pe ee Wl Seon MI PONE BCLs, 100 
Total Legislative Council... $900 
COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Colonial Secretary (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
ASSistants @OlOmia le Se Che (eT yaeew eee ame nee mere be IE eee $1,940 
PLO © Ler kc ieemne tree mee aaas ten ee eeeimnce Rte cepeeee ty eRenwe reece tty tie. Aeees bet /0 ENN Cs oases 2,904 
NESS SCTE 6 1a eeane ame ar te tne Inter eg eee eR eee A Se er i eee 500 
5,344 
PRINTING BRANCH. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
KUT ote Te 5 a0 Fay a Pg ees a Nh ie Eee PR oe IR dey a ea $1,320 
fwoebrintenssaty so 6 OKeCaC hteennty anne en smn we wey Se eee 1169 2() 
Assistant Printer and Messenger Legislative Council —-____----__--__---____ 640 
3,880 
Total Colonial Secretary__._______. $9,224 
TREASURER. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
CRTC TRG [er eee mn ed ws meer, Won Cee Mes it ts ee 2 $1,900 
1 I OC NO one EO ee re ss et ee 1,452 
CSL ae etree IETS Sere Sneha fo ee ee de 1 00) 
Total Treasurer______ $4,552 
AUDITOR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
BA TIdIf OTR Getler lmeenen eee ie en ett - tt ok eed pei uENy Katy kes SN BS 2 E. $2,425 


Ghiet Clerc eee eee ani en nS or ge yn ee ee ee ee ee ae ASD 





Total Auditor General_______ $3,877 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 


CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND SURVEYOR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Chief Commissioner (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
Assistant Surveyor General and Superintendent of Lighthouses _______...______. $1,900 





Se a A a ee Ne eee Oe eee ee ee ee we, I aval 
PSV ENE ST UE eae rs es Se rm De I 1,224 

PAC COUT AT EC 1 CT ear Fee ene ae ee ee Oe es ee ee eae 1,500 
Inspector of Steam Boilers, attached to Land and Works Department __.______ — 1,200 
IMVGSS CT Oe 1 oc a oe ee ee ee ee eee ee om 250 
Total Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General___________ $7,298 

CUSTOMS. 

SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Collector (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
Chie Clerics ee ee ee ee, ee eee ee ee ee LA) 











i (2) cere aes ene ne es MUN LEO Re eh eee ented Same GT etait Ree eee In, 
Deputyac€ ollectonas Othe rns OUI 2: y gee eee ere 1,704 
5,096 
OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT. 
REVENUE ZO TCE rT pam e eras re En 18S es re Oe Lea ee ee = 1,704 
Tan Ging Waiter jek a es I ee al 04 
Do. bai7s (UN Taped | eae eee IOS ny eRe OMe ee OD 900 
Two Boatmen and Watchmen, $696 each 2222 ee 1,892 
IRVenieronivss (Ovinesie, |shbipenel MAUS E 1,200 
sanding Waiter INEWAW est Masters Seca eee 600 
Constable wat sOsOy.o0 siete oe ene area el ee ere er eat 1,224 
8,724 
Total Collector of Customs... $13,820 
REGISTRAR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Registrar General and Postmaster General (provided for under Crown Officers’ 
Salaries Act). 
Registrar Generaliot Titles Victoria se ee ee eee eee $ 485 
Total Registrar General _________ $ 485 
Post OFFICE. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
POStiiaster SAV ICtOrie ota is Se ee ee eee _ $2,000 
@lerkfand sMessemver New, VWVeS tin iii se Ty eee ees 1,200 





Total Post Office__.____. $3,200 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 





CIVIL. 

TOTAL OF CIvIL ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED UNDER VOTES __________ $45,408 00 
HisvE xeellemey the GG Overni rc. seers es rs fe ee $2,052 
se gis laeivien@ Oline ris. semen pene er eee are Pee 8s ee ie oe 900 
GolontaliR Secretary ere metre ee eee eee a ee ree oe PEs See 9,224 
WCET IRET OY os anna So Ay et A RnR or ee A op ee et nr Per ee ee eee ee 4,552 
PATI CItO bE G C8 CT all aeeree eaten ie ae ke is ee ee eA ere <n ee Wa ae OE ee Sou 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General 7,298 
Collector? of Cus tein steer were ae ar EI i oa Ng wee pee ee nd toe 13,820 
Re oistralra Gen Call pe setee eee state oe ee eee Aree ee ee ee 485 
ROStE OT Ce Pres ere este, ee ese tees tes ee et a 3,200 

$45,408 
JUDICIAL. 


SUPREME COURT. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Chief Justice of Supreme Court, Mainland (provided for under Crown Officers’ 
Salaries Act). 





Do. Do. Vancouver Island Do. Do. 
Re mistr sits GLvG OUres, Es. hye eee es Ne, Pe nh 8 ee $1,452 
Do., RITE Ege Is es A I aS Re ON ey en aE ie A 1,500 
INT ESSE TIO CIV) erate etek erence oy oo ota me Dee INA. 7 Oe eR eee 500 
Total Supreme Court... $3,452 


ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Attorney General (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
ELS at re de eed rn tk Sn eee cay nth el pst i, a rare et Ac Sa ore EN EO TEES $1,008 





HIGH SHERIFF. 





ALLOWANCES. 
TBAT EO ERE X11 Sess eee eee ra nc eA ds ee eee a $1,500 
TOTAR JUDICIAL ESPABLISHIMIEN TS ete = owe $5,960 
SOprenies © Oulton $9,452 
LNETOLTIC Ves Gre CTeal Weems eee a ee ee ah Ee oe 1,008 
HBG) AY Sa gh be ea ie PU ease A Ee ee ae 1,500 
$5,960 
POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS AND GAOLS. 
New WESTMINSTER. 
POLICE. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 


Chief Inspector of Police (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
RWG MG ONSEADLC Saat emer aD Mir me iy ens eer tema Ey pet een ee ee D7 7h 0 
Indiarie MICSSEN Ge Tapers tee wee cee Cone ree er ee Se 180 00 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS AND GAOLS 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Wield tare ee Rh ie 10. De a eS en Sete aL a 1,224 00 
(GaO le ie ee nS a ee ee ee Oe ee eee ree ee 708 00: 
VEG alty OTC hee waa ee re eee ee 500 00 








3,889 50 
VICTORIA. 
POLICE. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Stipe naar yas Via eis tii Le weet reenact ene en ee ore ee $2,250 00 
Clerks (2a eiete sta ee AU ey i re Bos ee Sayan oe ee ore meee | 8. ()(DKC) 
inspectorsOlePOlice: sme ee ee ee ee AOOS00 
duhrees Gonstablesswated ledomea CMM pe Ten Cll Cy) seme ee eneeeeaeeeane ene 1,916 25 
GAOL. 
CO ee nce a re Oe ee Re ee ee eee ee ere eee COLO. 
ASSiSlAnt GaaOler, atig2.00 per Ciena eee eee eee 912 50 
fo liyovenmombireranalesauie Ore (COURIC UCS 1,008 00: 
Two Convict GuUanrdss1o OS Seyi a Cli eae eae aan Ce EE 1,277 50 
Two Door Guards at $547.50 each, and one Cook $638.75 __....____- 733175: 
Medical + @fticer se!» ani. hak ar ee ae ee Ree or te 600 00 
12,914 00 
Total Police and Gaols__________ $16,803 50 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS, AND STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES. 


COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY DISTRICT. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Goold FComimilssi ome te Sec ieee re ear SE dE $3,000 
(Gonstalbilie) cet ie oe aes Se ee ee ee ee oy | ee Ee 1,404 
Clerksandy Constable; Kootenay 2 = ee ee eee 1,704 
CONS TAD LEK OO LEI EY ape a re a EE er ee ee ee 1,404 





Total Columbia and Kootenay District... $7,512 


CARIBOO, INCLUDING QUESNEL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
AssistantsGold GomimissiOner,. 6:65 es ee ee es ee ee $3,400 
Chief Constable gS tess eas eee ee ee ee ee ee eee 1,940 
© (enema ee tac Napa eM tae Wt nc Seba ew Severson ates r= hee teehee A Soe See a 1,940 


Goris by Le a aa oe ge as Fs ee ee re 715) 
wo @onstableswats Si OOS eee Chi esate meee eee a se vrs (1/6 
Constable cat 0O)wiesti ed [ees a ee Oe are a nee 82 


Total Cariboo District... $11,970 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 





GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS, AND STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES. 


Hope, YALE, AND LYTTON DISTRICT. 





SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Ghieke@ons taille tes Vial cee eee een neers Iw een Oe ole SO Eee $1,104 
(Onsale eee eee we ec Ue en Sem eee EA Fen bl Aah) Rt We 2b Je ee 1,008 
ChieteConstab less Evite mgs eee ee re Sree ee cas De ee 1,104 
OMA Ole Clon sec Viale (came iene re OE es a Se Rc eel Sa td, 1,104 

Total Hope, Yale and Lytton District_________ $4,320 


LILLOOET, CLINTON, AND SODA CREEK. 








SALARIES, Fixed Establishment, 
Aesistanite G Olde © Omiitiss! ON igh. C yee ee renee eee ee $2,400 
Chiets Gonsta ble yee eee ee re aed eee ew Se Rm Ps cae OREN ee ed iY 1,104 
Constable, Postmaster and Toll Collector, Clinton _.....----_-_ 1,104 

Total Lillooet, Clinton and Soda Creek District_________ $4,608 
NANAIMO. 

SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Naeistrarean cc OUCClOl OL Re VENMUG seen ee ee Pe $1,704 
SOLOS ei bd (eh ye ks ae oe es ee Ee Seu cree ee non a eee, SORTS 732 
Constablevat: Com ox gee eee em a eRe aE LO EN ce et ARE o8e) oo tales ete 32 

Total Nanaimo District_________. $3,168 
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No. 1.—RECAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTABLISHMENTS. 











Salaries: 
aah Provisi onal |Allowances. pete TOTAL. 
Establishment. Temporary. 

Crvit ESTABLISHMENTS: | | | | 
Governor. eee a 1,952 00 | Ss See 100 DROS2 00 
Legislative Council... 80000) 2-2 | SE ME i, 900 00 
Colonial Secretary__..______| 9.22400 | —— nee | ene 9,224 00 
VEYeAStIT@ oe ree eae coe 4,552 00 | nS | ees Aon) 00 
Auditor General 35877 DO ee | ghee dae ss | ees fi vasse 77 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands | | | 

Ge WVOnke hers 2. ba etree 7,298:0001) soe | Pee 1 eee st 7729800 
CuUstOR 1S ee i re 1398201005 | a fr epbnes are 13,820 00 
Registrar General________ 485 00 | Pe ore ripe yee ye ae 485 00 
Post (Offices. ee 3.200000 | pat ee pane 3,200 00 

JupictaL ESTABLISHMENTS: | | | 
Supreme Courti..2 = 5 oes 3452.00 8) Oe were at ea E! 3,452 00 
Attorney General__.____»_-_> LOO8 0012 = qa ae 1,008 00 
JE bie ss) ao Ot ee ee ee See ee eee ee for Feb amis Bees 1,500 00 

POLICE AND GAOLS: | | 
Police Establishments________ 16.803/50;) ees FESHOkt oY ( MMP Str 16,803 50 

GoLp, AND ASSISTANT GOLD | 
COMMISSIONERS, AND STIPEN- | 
DIARY MAGISTRATES: — | | 
Columbia and Kootenay________ 1512000 he eT aes e475 62300 
Cat OO he aoe w yn earns ie 11 O7 0G a pee as ad 11,970 00 
Hope, Yale and Lytton_________ We 0H 1,0 1h mie fe | a ee © Loe 4,320 00 
Lillooet and Clinton._____ 4.60800 | erst Saver lh Foo) 4,608 00 
INagiaiinio 22 oe ee ee aS 005 |e ar eenN bp ere 3,168 00 
Crown Officers and other Sala- | 

riés provided by Acts......-| 51,16750)| = seuieed | ieee 51,167 50 

| | 
| 200 {150,917 00 
| 


ToTAL EsTABLISHMENTS..$ | 149,21700 | __- | 1,500 


Retired’ @hiet Justices" Carer one eae tre ee ep ele eel eee ee ee $2,425 00 
PensionstoMrs.yS DPB 8 Ogi yy Fee ep) Py gue ne eI en 485 00 
Do. MissMcLean forsist. March sess 2 aeee tenmiet es (Bote ie eee eens nee 121025 
Total Pensions_.._______- $3,031 25 


Travelling Expenses of Officers on duty; Arrest and Prosecution of Smugglers ________. $1,000: 





Total Revenue Services___.....__- $1,000 
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No. 4.—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 








Summoning Jurors and Witnesses, and other Contingencies... = $1,200 
Proseciition-and interpreters Pees ney... 2 ee re ee 1,500 
Expenses of Chief. Justice and) Registraron Circuit... = 2,000 
Pxpensessattendin ge Inqucsts. eens os eee eee ae 300 

Total Administration of Justice... $5,000 





No. 5.—Nil. 





No. 6.—CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 


Tmgardtofs Hospital spt we a tee dee ee Oe eb eee OE) BNA eC el uae eet Lee $10,000 
Inkardrotadestituteye OO; am daSic kp eee eames eae nee et ee ee ee 500 
Total Charitable Allowances___________ $10,500 


No. 7.—EDUCATION (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


DIStICES S CHOC | Speeceen ete ee eae oeewes eee La aime Hie NAA ees Ae aks es ON el $10,000 


No. 8.—wNil. 


No. 9.—POLICE AND GAOLS (exclusive of ESTABLISHMENTS). 


Keep of Prisoners, and other Police expenditure throughout the Colony _......________ $12,000 


No. 10.—RENT. 





Rentae Gov ernment Hel OU Sea V A CUO Tc eee eae ee UE ses eg $ 50 
| BYo he ol Bail oersy ee ene gee OR RY peeve 2 Dn, Ae Oe seas A Oe eR ee ee ee 240 
Dot NAN ati Ope ee ee en ee AE ON Ae Ne eet a Ac mi Nate a i see See ed 350 
DS aes Pe Titsygn Gir Ce hcp oeepem ae  wenaaiearaad Ne Sete oes ee et IC ie ee 360 

Total Rent________. $1,000 


No. 11.—TRANSPORT. 


His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR—Travelling Expenses on duty ——---_----------__--_---- $2,500 
TREASURER—Freight upon remittances of Treasure_____..______E ah 250 
AUDITOR GENERAL—Travelling Expenses inspecting Accounts___-_--________-__-__-__ 100 

LENA OYE Tuy OHA) AANGSOLUIMIES (KO) [Braye eveVd| ee 60 
Actual Travelling Expeases of Ofticess on! dtityies 22 8 ee. 15500 
Neeplolsllorses throuchouti her Colon yg sameeren ee ee 250 
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No. 12.—CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 


Tovand:fromSan (eran CisCO =a a eee ee Ree Ae eee eee ae _ $12,000 
Do. Victoniaraad ING Way CS Ennis eye eae ae 500 
Do. Victoria and Esquimalt yy ——————————————E———— 600 
Do. Waterco Ink vie winnvoy, uate (Croyanvanc, WC, Le 4,200 
Maili@ontract (Mit Bammer ee ene, ee ee ee ee ee eee ree 16,000 
ovancdeero mi @ol wan bi anand OO tet ayy cc Cee ee En EE EEE 2,000 
Do. Victoria and Saari bye osc es ee ee eee 300 


Total Conveyance of Mails... $35,600 


No. 13.—WORKS AND BUILDINGS. 





Repairs to Buildings throughout the Colony: — 





Gowen, (ilelines, Ween $2,500 
GGOVETTMISTIE MEL OUSC se V1 t Oat ape eee a re ee 500 
Government House, New Westminster _.._..___-»_ L250 
Government Buildings, New Westminster >_> 500 
Government Buildings: Valle so5 = eee ee eee 200 
GovernmentsB wn lclin oes © ato 1p a ee 100 
Goverment Buildings Carl DOO eee ee ee eee 350 

5,400 

Repaiks tO BUOy ss Erasen, ERT Ct ees ae a Ss ee ee Ce 400: 

Do., BV 1 CE COE AU eA Cle NEY ETI Cy eave ee 200 


Miscellaneous Surveys throughout the Colony =. = ee 000 





Total Works and Buildings___ $9,000 


No. 14.—ROADS, STREETS, AND BRIDGES. 


Repairs to Roads and Trails throughout the Colony: — 





Yialeamd (Clinton Re di pee eee Nahe a ey oe ee $18,000 
Chntonvandi@amenrontowne hon eee = 15,000 
Douglas*and; Clinton RO ac reese sae ener eee | ee cares eee ee Se ee 1,000 
IO PERO Ober aly ae Ui aU eee sees ee 2,500 
Burrard Inlet Roadie 22 eet ee ee eee eee 3,000 
INERT WWegimiliyiseayGlle: Seta IRORG) — 1,650 
ING Ws Westinin Stetson s ge eee ee ee eee 300 
Hitlooet-ley ftom teen nnn Sidi ae ER rs net es eR AR USED 
Cariboo? Districts Tia s wee es co cys ee eg en eee eee 2,000 
Eescquidenaalt: sR: acl pee, ae ae ee ee 350 


RG AASH VTC EOI LD IS ENT C Ee reeatscaeaeteeae  eeeeeen eeeee |/ 25 (()() 
WVictoniar aid sete tro sini Rc 2 cl eee eae enn Pee 112 (()() () 


Saanich! District) ROAdS 22 #8: wee atten ere eee ee ee ee — 1,500 
Cowichan Do. PN a a ee TRE OE ee eee 3 (MK): 
Nanaimo 1 BY © a ana te Pa We nit ok ec a a a A tee ag ee EE Sung OOO a BE 600 
Sooke Do. Soden OE 1 eee, SCN be Ue cee EN ETS MT 300 
Comox Tg yee Is EN So TN Ne 300 
(Ohiitere IXeoprall Ne orminS mor ceevilsel ROT 

53,800 

Road Tax collected in Vancouver Island, to be spent in the various Districts) 5,500 


in which the: same is:collected 2 eee eee { 


Total Roads, Streets, and Bridges_________. $59,300 
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No. 15.—MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 


Expenses connected with! Indian 0 ries — ce oe a $500 00 
Maintenance Government House and Grounds at Victoria and New Westminster____- 960 00 
Insurance CiOVermniene sells ee ke eee er ee 1,000 00: 
Bxchancet ont Drahtsy Torah Smee tes Wi Cc peewee ere eee ne ewe ee 1,500 00 
prelegranys Gales vi ceiae og ee i ee ee ee Se 500 00 
Stationery, Fuel, &c., for all Departments I la a ny Sin = RN IY 4,000 00 
Expenses connected wit (ASSAV SO fe MEIN eal Se QC a meet eet ae Deere eer eer eee 5,000 00 
Takingycharee of Government Buildings, Douglas ee 60 00 
Subsidy to Western Union Telegraph Co., between Victoria and Portland 4,500 00 
Purchase Ob POrcien. POstape. tamper. 2. 250 00 
Miscellaneous: Senvices: not detailed: aes een ee ee ee 1,000 00 
Crow nen Cents COMM T8510 1 geeemewememeeent ame, me Ueroure ea eee net ol eee eee 500 00 
Pig tonpioneer Ouarte Minimo CO... ose 500 00 
Road Tax—Commission and Travelling Expenses __.._____»____ 700 00 

Total Miscellaneous Services_________ $20,970 00 


No. 16.—INTEREST. 


Interestrons oats Ofe1.6 Orta = eee ene See eee EE oes en te ee ee $14,550 
Do. i 3.03 eee eee eg Oa en wel UM A Se ae 14,550 

Do. LS 64 eee earner ce eee eV ee” Bete Ot Alen, 2 eS 29,100 

Do. 1 OSOA NS bees eee else ec eg sg See ieee SE Ol Oe NE IO 11,640 

IDYoy, Themayerornmuny Loring eine! 1D eyelaquines 33,600 

Total Interest_______ $103,440 


OfeCustomss Duties eee eee ees Le A er ON Oe ee ee eet AD (OO 
Oe OVS ea Ea C5 pee ren meee eee wee gn ere eee te ears. ae Sore OA ee ee Ie 100 





AEN LEN, FUTONS PN cee ee eee ese a rg a ee Eh $5,000 





No. 19.—REDEMPTION OF BOND.—Nil. 





No. 20.—SINKING FUND. 





Oni £50,000) Roan: Of eS G 2 ae eee eee $21,825 00 
to UL0O0) Wi. HOS Pomc c DO aed neat, i SARE! Burs oe et ee ee ee 9,700 00 
oe LOW 000) -7,, Uae fs Pao abon OR AL ROR ERD, US A 0 ae ee 10,912 50 
», £40,000 __,, IES oe ae VG Pact a teh et. eRe By WE Rt eee ea ee an Ce ee Os 7,760 00 


Total Sinking Fund________ $50,197 50 
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No. 21.—TEMPORARY LOANS.—Nil. 


No. 22.—Nil. 


No. 23.—GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


Sinames Douclas,—— Wales. SLORES ETC) sce $12,350 
Do. ING Wi Boner yas ae ee eee ee ee oe le ae SS Bee Te 6,500 

Do. New. Propell orca Bagge rane ereies ear age en Ber ee yee sian! Lae eee 500 

Dred cem——Weeper And mnGiGental spe m Ses pees meee anon nnn oe 400 
Total Government Vessels__________ _ $19,750 


No. 24.—-LIGHTHOUSES. 


FRASER RIVER LIGHT-SHIP :— 


Salaries; tase ban oe Soe eS Ee 2 ee ee a ee ee $2,160 00 
IPT OVISI OMIT Og CTC Wy pee re Ne 750 00 
SLOT ES Mel CL NV ALT) CO MLA TT CS yee oe re re a 700 00 
—  3,61000 
Race Rocks LicgHt-HousE:— 
Sarleit ies Seat ect tr are ee tee ee ei ae meea yr Seavrtye Seek dc een 1,800 00 
Provisioning *Light- K Cepers ss ee oe ene ee eee 1,550 00 
SCORES Belin Cl O11 ANT COT cA Ce eee eee ge 550 00 
d TOs cll 5) MRNA eas ona RR anaes eed” on neem Gs, hi Pe a Be 900 00 
——_ 4,80000 
FISGARD LiGHT-HOUSE:— 
NECUIEEY m fo ope tee ea al ae OE PD SUL bRs Je Dna TMM Sera Ps SLES Si 760 00 
SCOPESTANG tial N eM aT Co eee ae eee ee wee ae ee ee me 500 00 
RROPOits ese ee ee en ey ee eee 600 00 
1,860 00 
Total Lighthouses_________ $10,270 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
Provided by permanent’ Acts, on account of Salaries $ 51,167 50 
Do. Do. Do. Pensions; tee ee eas 2,425 00 
Do. Do. Do. INGEreStyON Oa See eee 69,840 00 
Do. Do. Do. Sinking Pond 227 =e ae ee 50,197 50 
$173,630 00 
Required to be provided by Vote for contingent service of year 1870:— 
Eistab lishment) ees See ee ee eee $ 99,749 50: 
Services exclusive ofeEstablishime nts eee nana 240,356 25 
340,105 75 
$513,735 75 
Estimated excess of Revenue over Expenditure Ws 24,014 25 


$537,750 00 
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632 APPENDIX C 


1871 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


A. & B. 


A. 


ABSTRACT of the probable REVENUE of the Colonial Government of British 
Columbia, for the Year 1871, showing also the Revenue received under the similar 
heads in the Year 1869, being the Year previous to that in which the Estimates are 
prepared. 

















Estimate Revenue Rovere of 
for S (Approxi- 
1871 1869. mate.) 

GUSTO TT gi en eae en ite cee ed ekg Peed Ca 
Portrand Harbours Dies ae eee ee ee } 320,000} 356,678 32| 325,000 
Roads's Roll see ee a: ee ree er ee ee 42,000) 57,512 14 42,000 
EEXcisesl Utes te ete eee et ee ee 3,500 4,215 76 3,000 
and Sales ince ee eres Os ee aly ca 20,000 1,354 50 7,000 
Mand'Reveniiete =e na ee ae ek ar ine Sates eee Seek ee eee 5,000 4,662 70 5,000 
J Nery Goeelnne lil baba) 1,500 1,640 25 1,700 
Bree) Miners: Certhicates esa ee ee eee eae 11,000 9,940 00 10,000 
Mining: Recerpts General sees seteee tema sone ee 15,000] 12,740 12 14,600 
Licences 23 ee El ee ee ee Loe SR ee PTA 42,000} 40,358 93 41,500 
Postage 252 2c) BS 5 eee oe eh eee cee ee 14,000] 12,569 61 14,000 
Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court... 6,500 5,824 56 6,500 
F6GS' OB ORCE nc kd ite Pek i Sie oi ane se ae ae 3,950 4,534 40 5,000 
pale of Government Property 2c 0a eee ee 2,545 28 1,500 
Reimbursements in aid of Expenses incurred ___......-__.-- 26,000} 17,822 83 17,000 
Miscellancous Receipts 222) ae ee ee ee eed 500 981 26 500 
Arrears, Real Estate Tax, Vancouver Island __....___.._ 16,000 241 82 1,000 
Rosi aK i ee ek hE es oe 7,000 4,871 45 7,000 














OWA cotati aE eee $} 533,950] 528,494 23] 502,300 
| 
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REVENUE DETAILED. 














CUSTOMS. 

Tm OOre DUties (ee ee ee ee Yo? $310,300 00 

A Bolo te  we seeliven DLs Se oP ee aN OR Se A ROL eae, RRS RO 275 00 

PMA atel WOVAUIRERS) 50 00 
PORT AND HARBOUR DUES. 

Fntrancerands@learances he cc eases aannnn aaannnn nan 

Coasting, River, & Inland Navigation Licences __._______ 9,375 00 
IROADS HLL O ES yo ceeemene a een ROEM es ere oe AGM Rae eh i 
ESRCTS EU UL LES eee renee ae st Nae OE oc OS. FN eo ee eae ORE URS oe ab, | een PR LD 
STAIN 7 STE eevee eect MANO ARR IIR 28 Eevee eR OMI IR SOE Gell kT te 
LAND REVENUE. 

Remit 0 fy 2 i clearest aa RnR 0 a a ees is A Seed 

IPinSermny ONO, TEV, CHC, 5,000 00 
RENTS (EXCLUSIVE OF LAND). 

FST Tay ARISES CoC pe suceaensa emenwn ata Re RRL ONMRIIE as AV TN, StL rejoin tees we 
IPREEAVEINERS* GERTLEICATES mucus svn ule ahh nae Mane ao ee 
INEINTN GARG ETP ere NER A Ty persis nee oli oe aan ane NE onsen ose ee a 
LICENCES. 

SS LNT bce Ue en Ate Po CAC mane are Ts _ 27,000 00 

SERVO UT 6 Vida sexekersie Std ect uDN. Shee Seutiee tear cnt Rak haere an ea eee 15,000 00 
POSTAGE. 

leseikidenite: J Lreiateins Gavel WBYoy.c |Peevoy eS) 
FINES, FORFEITURES, AND FEES OF COURT. 

SUT CMe OUT bao eee es eee renee oe eee eet See Se 800 00 

Bankr pteye@ Ol ae ees ee be wR eto ele se oe 200 00 

Police Minune vand County Counts esse a 5,500 00 
FEES OF OFFICE. 

Aric RINGOISTES Hieeh wr meee Cait leere aN tyAe We siA Cy ee 2,500 00 

MAIS SAV aga Fe CE Sy em ere ase ud a ett Ce ate sete Weel YLAN EY cf e 1,000 00 

Registration of Toimt Stock Companies 200 00 

I HOW) OF ACB HAVENS REVO HSY Ae SL 250 00 


SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. 
Unserviceable Stores 
Budldinoe latent syecemesauees ene noe enerae see en ei 
IP OVASTO 11S memes rete wae ee Neen i MR eae Ae eis 

REIMBURSEMENTS IN AID OF EXPENSES INCURRED BY GOVERNMENT. 


Slieeioneie “Sig Moves IDI ER” 14,000 00 

Her Majesty’s Government for Mails _...._=== — 6,000 00 

Lee yo) GLE INanyeill IPG RYOVRNENS, (Oy 1,000 00 

elesrapieesR cei pts ese eck eee ee ee 5,000 00 
MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS. 

Over pay Meme CCsaleCOVeh ec mae mee wanes annua iuseet Nrsee ise ne ee oa 
ARREARS VANCOUVER ISLAND REAL ESTATE TAX ___...--- 
Roap Tax 














Estimates for] Revenue of 
1871. 1869, 

344,250 35 
| 30200 
24 99 

310,625 00 
9,375 00) 12,100 98 
42,000 00) 47,512 14 
3,500 00| 4,215 76 
20,000 00} 1,354 50 
5,000 00] 4,662 70 
1,500 00) 1,640 25 
11,000 00} 9,940 00 
15,000 00} 12,740 12 
27,182 50 
13,176 43 

42,000 00} 

| 
14,000 00] 12,569 91 
SW AS: 
296 23 
4,951 10 

6,500 00 
2,673 92 
1,794 78 
65 70 

3,950 00 
Set 2,545 28 
26,000 00] 17,822 83 
500 00 981 26 
16,000 00 241 82 
7,000 00| 4,871 45 
528,494 23 


ee $| 533,950 00 
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B. 


ABSTRACT of the SUMS REQUIRED to defray the Expenses of the Colonial 
Government of British Columbia, for the Year from 1st January to the 31st of 
December, 1871, showing also the amount actually expended in the Year previous 
to that in which the Estimates are prepared, viz.: 1869. 




















Salaries. 
3 tions . Office | Estimate for Expenditure 
cE eee Frey saat ances. Ce wean of 1869. 
3 te ment. Temporary 

ta) Establishments |$149,001 25| aes | 4,417 50 | 70000 | 154,118 75|155,051 94 

2, Pensions, Retired Allowances, and Gratuities______..__—_ 2,910 00} 9,020 93 

3 Revenue Services, Exclusive of Establishments____________________. 1,000 00| 2,748 17 

4 Administration of Justice _____. | Blo ppae eee oR U eee ese | 3,900 00} 8,233 99 

5 l@elesemitel, EO: ws ies oe BO eer eee — —— 

6 Charitable vAllowances eee ees | OS OOOO MiiES Zo) 

7 | Education, Exclusive of Establishments___.______-___»_»_>_S_ 15,000 00} 5,577 69 

8 ELospitals =e IED.) see ncn Moe sare ee NS — —_— 

9 | Policesand (Gaolsiese = 0) Ome ee eee 120004) 0 eoumiores. 
10 Rett 22 oe Maiak, SEN Ales keno ine in) a at me ee ee 264 50 868 46 
11 | ADE PEGs oe. oO see oe eh ee es ek eee eee 3,250 00) 10,926 22 
12>) Conveyance of Malls = <=. 2 cece te eee ee eee 36,549 96} 33,239 88 
13 Sie Worksand: Buildings eee se ee 23,650 00| 12,385 71 
14 jWopvelsnsimmersricy, inal [Satake 54,550 00} 49,601 35 
15 IMiScelAMCOLISKS Ty COS eee eee ne ee 23,260 00} 33,946 94 
16 AL THOT CS ths Nae ree oa tn Os ai 5 ee ee ee oe! 103,440 00/102,082 41 
17 | “Drawbacks'and Refund of Duties, &c: 2 2 = 2,100 00} 1,962 18 
ESoii Miamueration sua 8 foe eae eee — — 

19 (Redem ptlonyo te Onicl sieemeseaaaer sree sesh een ane ee — — 

20 Simkin os Und eee eee ae ee oe ee ee ES (5975 OZ OL9 4 Sa 

21 FLEMPOLrarysleOan sie ae ees ao wee en nee Ree ee eee — 5,308 05 

727). MHome Government Account <2 2, es a ee 3,274 30 oa 

23 Mi, MCGIOVelMMentsN essels wae ee ee eee os ee ee 12,800 00] 16,388 50 

DA # RING DRO USES ens te 8 8 1 ad es ee 9,370 00| 10,206 76 
| 522513510 lisil525359 162 
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No. 1.—ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 


His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
The Governor (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Acts). 
PRIVAT CR OC OE CULL Via erates ie re a ee ee oe BE ASD 
CAPRIS LT GRIT GR NL sa Me keel rf ret OMe acts cA Es 6 nt Anak oe nod Mae 500 
1,952 





CONTINGENCIES, 
Dla ORel Vor KG ee eran ces Seeger ee a ee ee ee 100 








Total His Excellency the Governor ___..._____. $2,052 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
1 2 yeep a a rae RE Ri a ie ems IR ate ir ts AA etd ON ed ee $600 
AN ICES ey a fe i ec a hn Ee Re ee ee 7 200 
800 
CONTINGENCIES, 
SIUC) A Wed ON eho oxen oh aN Beet ee ee ee eee 100 





Total Legislative Council... +—- $900 


COLONIAL SECRETARY. 


SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Colonial Secretary (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
Assistunt: @olonialtsecrotal y ie sme os cen on ets Bee ar ee aie $7,940 
FER OV OE CO LET: K 5 pees re creek nas Fae aw EI Se RARE NAS OB IR 2,904 
IVE CSS G10 ic Tete mseietee cmerrere vee tc ne See Te Se fet ghee ee ee ee 500 














5,344 
PRINTING BRANCH 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Sup eratn te cle ( ieee rae era de aw semi est wt Re 1,320 
FD WG Me ELILCCL GS eemere eeeere Ces n Pke GNO JAn Tee tt eds SOP A eee ER 2 1,920 
ASSISCANL ER LID Cesena eae een Maen Catone ten We ane Nete Senn Ee OP) ee Sree 640 
3,880 
Total Colonial Secretary _________ $9,224 
TREASURY. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
hie: Clericnii 1 © bat pe ws ie ee ee ee ee 84,900 
EES Me I a OR ee ea ae 1,452 
Clerkge aan eae prea a anaes SW a AE re fost st 8 7 oe) re Sl ee 1,200 
4,552 
ALLOWANCES. 


ich CIC eEe LEM CRAG pee et ee ene eee Ne eg eo ae 250 





MOtal reas Wives $4,802 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


CIVIL. 
AUDITOR GENERAL. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Atudit@raG Crier all eee 8 sot ae koe ee $2,425 
Chief sClerk 2 = 5 0ee8 2S Ba eee. ee eee ee 1,452 





3,877 
CONTINGENCIES. 
Extra PASSIStance situ Ui Git OLLI C Cer 500 





Total Auditor General ___________ $4,377 


CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS AND SURVEYOR GENERAL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 

Chief Commissioner (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 

PASSISE ATES ULVCY Olu CrCLVe ral pect eo seme nce enn ee ee ee $1,900 
Gl er ks peer ier 2 oe ee re Lee 1,224 
TED 1 TCS as ee a ee ee 1,224 
A Geom taint (CG ler Ke geet ae ee ee ea es a ee Ore 1,200 
Inspectonrotes teams B Ol Cis een a ne eee] (2) ()() 
IMesSets ei ees ate a a ee eee 250 





Total Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor General __.___.._. $6,998 











CUSTOMS. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Collector (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
i sites oS ahd a ae OS ee Pl eels ee AES Ee en tee ene dS Es RU $1,940 
(ei Geer Cee cle Ase halons Dien ., SOUR ee eee eral oe Oe a 1,452 
Deputy! Collector, Southern B Owiidary 5 een ee ee 1,704 
5,096 
OuT-Door DEPARTMENT. 
RSV SLUTS COLT C St es gee eee eee dg oe a 1,704 
Landing Waiter CVACtOrig )) ese eee eee 1,704 
Do. (CESScquritio cil) ee ee eee Ee ee 900 
Two Boatmen and Watchmen, at $696 each __.__==————ssssSSSSCSCS 1,392 
Revention Ofiicera Gs tira ce Ll Ci) pment ene eee eee 1,200 
Landing Warten GNe wa Westin Ste i: meses eee 600 
Constables OSOy cos) ieee eee ae ea vr eee (2 
8,724 
Total Collector of Customs —_______ $13,820 





REGISTRAR GENERAL. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Registrar General (provided for under “Land Registry Ordinance, 1870.”) 





Post OFFICE. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Postmaster Victoria) 120 eae ee ee ee 00 
Clerk (ING We WCStiiniti shen ) 9 tise eee ee ee ee ere 0G 








Total Post Office $3,200 
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ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 











CIVIL. 
TOTAL OF CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED UNDER VOTES ____ $45,373 00 
IDeparimenimoteHismeaxcellencyethenGOVveln 0 ies eee en amenn eee eeaneennn 92),() 52) 
ID oR ina Ow ILC inns) (Clouiived) - a 900 
iDenantmentrolts CoOlonialeSecnet anys eee een ee O04 
Departinirenteo fel he as Ui ype eee a ewe ee eee eS ee ee 4,802 
Depauiment ore Auduor Csenctal, eee 2 6 4,377 
Department of Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works —... 6,998 
Deparimentcor Collector of Customs coe i ee 135820 
IB yepoesianmneVee he Jeon! (Opinio ae ee ee eee 3,200 
$45,373 
JUDICIAL. 
SUPREME COURT. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Chief Justice (provided for under “Supreme Court Ordinance, 1869.’’) 
Puisne Do. Do., Do., Do. 
Registrar Do., Do., 1870. 
Deputy Registrar Do., Do., Do. 
dy NSCS 1 Vis Seat ad ee SU CURIE, Be, TIN ewer Se Wr ee _ $500 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Attorney General (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries Act). 
Ce kere ne er ee eS S e De fin ee e NE  a a $1,008 
ALLOWANCES, 
Allowance to Attorney General in lieu of Prosecution Fees —______ 1,455 
Total Attorney General __.__._.__. $2,463 
HIGH SHERIFF. 
ALLOWANCES. 
AB aS ea hE ChE SN ae a A ie re re he a $1,500 
TOTAL JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 222 2 ee 94 AGB 
SUPEEM Cm © OUT bee eee eee ee ee eee eee loa BAC es te eee $ 500 
FA TORT CVaL Gren Cla le seeme te me eee eneee om wette Rae Se Enrte Ae aetna eee 2,463 
YU hed ov AN eerie tna Le Rte os coe eh RE pe ie Res ee 1,500 
$4,463 
POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS AND GAOLS. 
VICTORIA. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
POLICE. 
Stipendiaty, Mavistrate: = sees se ee ee et $2250.00 
(Oy) een 5 655 le, SB Eo. I ee a ee — 1,20000 
TSEC UE Co ae ee ee wt ee ee ee ee 100800 
ASTER ere OT ans e s oaa ct ee aed ak OE Rr to A ae ie Oe eee 800 00 


nwo Constables, at: ¢1./5 each: per diem... TT SO 
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POLICE, INCLUDING PRISONS & GAOLS. 
VICTORIA. 


GAOL. 
Caglertse ie Ae OE. teow 40h oe Sette, eee oe eee ee DN OU 0) 
PA SSistamtm Ga Olen 2 eee nee ane he ee ee eee es ee ee 912 50 
Superintendent sof (Convicts) o.c— 5s) ee OU I00 
Tyo (Crarenigrere (Epeenmaksy, KYB i/S) CAVE ay ae a 12450 
EL Wid AL OOLAGI UALS. 115540250 SCAN ee age ee eee eee 2 
OK ie ee ae a ee ee ee et ES DS ee Se ee 638 75 
Medi Cal KOLCET ee ee ee ee es eee Oe eee 600 00 
13,075 25 


NEW WESTMINSTER. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 

POLICE. 

Stipendiary Magistrate (provided for under Crown Officers’ Salaries 

Act, 1863 as Registrar General). 

HiwOl@onstablesrata OS'S 75 Ca Cleans eae era ne an OLR vee Eee EOE 1127977105) (0) 
GAOL. 

Gaol er Oe eee a ee a ee ee ee ee ee OO STO 


Ri bi all ch! dieters: Se soo el atm ee NII ee WN ee es ER LEE RE i ie ee 708 00 
Medical ei@ fii cen gc oso wales wee ee eed eke ee tee 500 00 


3,493 50 


Total Police and Gaols __..______. $16,568 75 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS, & STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES. 


COLUMBIA AND KOOTENAY DISTRICT. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
GlerkGandsConsta bl 6 xem aero en he Pe ee $1,704 
CO mS Tab ee ae ae oak ae ee ee eae ee oe ee eee a 
Gonstablen(E rem Chg Cie eke) pear eee eae a ee ee Le (A, 





4,812 00 
ALLOWANCES. 


PATIO WAnlCe TOMA CHIT ea NTE ISTE 2 Ue peers aera eee te oer 1,212 50 


Total Columbia and Kootenay District __._.__ $6,024 50 


CARIBOO, INCLUDING QUESNEL, SODA CREEK AND OMINECA. 
SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Stipendiary Magistrate and Gold Commissioner >_> _ $3,400 
(Geil pg eee ea EE ONE) Sours WIR ONE, eee eR Aare SAR ek 2 BY 
Chief s(Gonstable pee tee e met Oe 1ar? ner te Ree eee Ieee nT ee ee ny me Peers meen) 
(GO mstaly le eee sae Re ies Re ae ee eg 1,450 
EworConstablesrata si 00 8 cea c kama meena aera nmnn ge ere eee me ()116) 
Constable at: Quesne] ieee is sie Pees ee eee ee eee Ba ee ee es ee ee 1,224 
Officer.“at* Omitie ca? ca: Sante seers 8 bee ye il ee ee eee 1,940 





Totel ane $13,910 


COLONIAL ESTIMATES, 1871 639 


ESTABLISHMENTS DETAILED. 


GOLD, ASSISTANT GOLD COMMISSIONERS, & STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES. 


YALE, INCLUDING HOPE AND LYTTON. 


SALARIES, Fixed Establishment. 
Gold Commissioner and Stipendiary Magistrate _.... «$3,000 
Chiefs Constables GY alle) eee eee eee Se ee ee ee TOA 
Constable 1) ene res rea wa eee eS Tey ree In ee IEOOS 
Chicta Constables GE y ttn) est se en ay eeentes Sari se wrens eee ee e104 
Mole Gollectors (ey alley) Reeser eee es So ee ee ee ee ee 1104 





Total. = > $7,320 


LILLOOET AND CLINTON. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
Stipendiary Magistrate and Assistant Gold Commissioner __..._.__..______..__. $2,400 
Chieti Constable Pewee eee eel oy Nn re eeeeennet be ce es ie en Bes eet 1,104 
Constable, Postmaster, and Toll Collector at Clinton _._-_S 1,104 





Total __-.._._. $4,608 


NANAIMO AND COMOX. 


SALARIES. Fixed Establishment. 
SS ETPOSANUSE AT Vin By ce iS tire ee eager mre eee a ee SO) 
Gonstabl em GIN ari ciri O)) ieee eee rane ee ee en 9.32. 
GBonstabl er CG orm Ox) pees eee ecard lee ee pa eR De 732 
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No. 1—RECAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING ESTABLISHMENTS. 




















Salaries. 
Ieecedd Provisional Allowances. en ToraL. 
Establishment Teaser 
Civit ESTABLISHMENTS: 
Crown Officers and other Sal- 
aries provided for by Acts.) 52,137'50 |) 2. |) 2 a 52,137 50 
GOVERN Osa oes 19527000 ieee et | eerereaee 100 00 2,052 00 
Legislative Council__________. BOCO0 NI e222 | potion 100 00 900 00 
Colonial Secretary_____._..___ 9,224 00 ae | Sey at gees 9,224 00 
aGeaSurer.. = leas eee eee 45592000) See 2501000 eee 4,802 00 
Auditor General___.__-___ OULU Ale wl Ae eee 500 00 4,377 00 
Chief Commissioner of Lands | 
& WOLKS Cee 69981008 ae EC may | peas cet ES 6,988 00 
(GR Wonn NG |!  IRC VAD) |) | ee pavers 13,820 00 
Registrar General | ee eo | Le © Ol exes is 
Post:O fii cesses eee ee B22 00000" [ihe ae ee gee | 3,200 00 
JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS: | 
Supreme) Couns 300-000) == ee eee | 500 00 
AttormeyaGencral a= 1,008 00 Paes (P45 51008 | 2,463 00 
ETC ES Here ttaeeeeeen mene aA | rer 1500.00 48 eee 1,500 00 
POLICE AND GAOLS: 
Police Establishments_______ 16;568:75 9 ee Newbee ES. oa 16,568 75 
GOLD, AND ASSISTANT GOLD | | | 
COMMISSIONERS, AND STI- | 
PENDIARY MAGISTRATES: | 
Columbia and Kootenay___._____ A812 0G | aeons 1,212 50 | oe 6,024 50 
Cariboo. = = eet ow nee Eee 133910100" Sees | en ah | Ag alate 13,910 00 
Hope, Yale, and Lytton_________- TS LOOT tree nost ier neeomes Reta 7,320 00 
Clinton and Lillooet___________ 45603 00 8), i game, ser eee eee | eeuwls | 4,608 00 
IN anaiinG seer oe eee 35/14 OOO (eee |) eee teen ene oa ACOs 





TOTAL ESTABLISHMENTS __$] 149,00125 | ___ | 4,417 50 700 00 |154,118 75 
| 


No. 2.—PENSIONS, RETIRED ALLOWANCES, AND GRATUITIES. 


Pension to retired Chief Justice D. Cameron, Esq., under Act No. 3 of V. I., 1864. 
Pension to’ Mrs: J2.D BsOsilvyy se ee eee ee eee $ 485 


No. 3.—REVENUE SERVICES (exclusive of Establishments). 


Travelling Expenses of Officers on duty; Arrest and Prosecution of Smugglers __________ $1,000 


No. 4.—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (exclusive of Establishments). 


Summoning Jurors and Witnesses, and other Contingencies C$ 1,200 
[PAReRKeuiatoya, Biota! Wma WEY ICES, ye, oa 400 
EXpensesiot wid sesrand eRe casticii | Orie 1h UE geese eee ane enna 2,000 
Expenses yattendine Hm est sy see ene eee eee te ane rae renee en On ey 300 





Total Administration of Justice _.________. $3,900 
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No. 5.—WNil. 





No. 6.—CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 





Uae hel Ee ea COS ck oy teem eee es ee ee ee ee $10,000 
Ingaidcofedestitntes Poor and¢S1c kien eres Ae cee ene wee 500 


Total Charitable Allowances $10,500 


No. 7.—EDUCATION (exclusive of Establishments). 


PA aR ORAL ISET ICE SCHOO sate atari ee oe $15,000 


No. 8.—WNil. 


No. 9.—POLICE AND GAOLS (exclusive of Establishments). 


Keep of Prisoners, and other Police expenditure throughout the Colony _..._»_ $12,000 


No. 10.—RENT. 








Renta Governments HOUSes= VilGlO Llc eeses seen eens nae ee eg ee $ 48 50 
Do. Do. TOO teers tsar ee ree ie eae By ae eee 120 00 
DOWER Oats ETOUSe se Nain ail 111 @ ese reeenen mae rre oe S — 3600 
IE) aa Gr laa tite © 1a ps a am ee 60 00 

LhotaliReni eas $264 50 
No. 11.—TRANSPORT. 

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR—Travelling Expenses on duty —_---------__----_--- $1,000 

EREASURY—— bel ohts ONmneMittan GOW O mls ca SUM mee mee ne eaten ee 250 

Actual) Travelling Expenses: or Oiicers Om duty: 05 2 ee 1,500 

Keeprot Governments Horses throushoutetner©O) Om yee 500 

Total Transport $3,250 
No. 12.—CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 
Titey favarell weopaay AS oy VEU PPT YS OY ax aa ee A ee $12,000 00 
Do. WictotialangyNew, Westminster es ee aoe 500 00 
Do. DV ACTON Ia wemhcl BEC Sky HIRE (gee ue eel ae ee 600 00 
Do. iV IClOriae NamaliiO wan: COMOX ee Pe 4,200 00 
Mail Contract, Cariboo, Mr. Barnard, 2 months, Ist Jan. to 28th Feb., at $1,333 33 
th, ROY ays ply ee OOP eR NS EC ES eee 2,666 66 
Do. Do. Messrs. Gerow & Johnston, 10 months, at $13,000 per 
care VLE ane eer se eee ee te VOSS O0 
Tomand stro mie G@Olumb ie rity er pee ee ee eh ee eee 600 00 
Do. TOG Bo Mere et a i 1,200 00 
Do. New. Westminster aad Burrard Inlet... 100 00 
Do. NAITO a ee Ga) SEAN (Cli) <a a ee es 300 00 


Do. Wii CLOTIAEATI CIV GLC HO Sin1 epee ee earn te ne ree ee ee ee 300 00 
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No. 12.—CONVEYANCE OF MAILS. 





Casual Conveyance of Mails and Mail Bags to and from Steamers —___.______ 250 00 
Conveyance of Mails, homewards and outwards, between England and the United 
States Se es a rs ee ee ee 3,000 00 


Total Conveyance of Mails _________. $36, 549 96 





No. 13.—WORKS AND BUILDINGS. 


Construction of acnewsGaolatiNamsainnc yo ee ee 0 
Repairs to Buildings throughout the Colony:— 
Goverment SB Ulett Ose Vil CEO i ee eee LC) 


Government) Houses! Victoria: ee eee eee 600 
Government) Houses INeEw. VW eStnniti Stel es ee = 250 
Government yB Wildin esse NSW VVC Sinn 11S eee 500 
Government Butldings; GY ei) es ee eee ee ee 300 
Government Buildings: Tillocetrandi@linton ee 250 
Government sBuildiness) Cari oo ee eee ee 400 
GOVernIM etl B WI GINS KOOL I yp meee ete ene esa nee nn ne nT nn = 300 
Repairs: to Buoys brasersRiver2 se ee ee ee ee eee eee 300 
RepairsttOcBuoyss, Victor tape sai 8 se ce i ae ee a es Oe 200 
IREPAITSHEO eB MOY SEIN AT LTT Cee a ee ee 300 
SURVEYS :— 
Miscellaneous Surveys throughout the Colony _...-_ 6,000 
TELEGRAPH: — 
News Finestromy Oucsnelmouihmtome ark etival cee eee eae 3,000 
Maintenance, and operating Line from Victoria to Barkerville —.... == 9,250 
Total Works and Buildings _.__ $23,650 


No. 14.—ROADS, STREETS, AND BRIDGES. 


Repairs to Roads and Trails throughout the Colony:— 


Yale-Clinton Road fies Se eee ee ee Ree ee se $16,000 
Clinton Andy ECamIenronto wily Oe Cl eee eee eee pneu 12,000 
Douglas<and (Clinton R Calc ieee Seta eee eee ee — 1,000 


Hope-K.ootenay x Pra te Sie eo eae ae a ee ees ee 25 () 0) 
Burrard: Inlet: Riad) xs ce 0eeoeee er e e e e 1,500 


New Westminster-Yale Sleigh: Rad! esses ee eee 2,000 
INA \Meianmatitery IBF owe) 300 
Sumassvand i Chillayac ke D istic ty Od Sense eae eee aetna ee 750 
Trails: Cari DOO TOIStri Ct pers eee eee eae ee iene on ee ee 2,000 
——— 37,050 
Esquimalt Road.» 2205 3eu05 © cre a eee eee, 2 ee ee 2,000 
Victoria + Disthicte Roads ssa mee oe ae eee en eee ek eee eee eee 2,450 
Esquimalt; Districtelk Oa Sq se eet eee ae eye Sree eee a ee eee 350 
Victora=Metchosin’ R oad tse 1s aseem a etlee pane: teens eee ere eee — 1,600 
Metchosin District Road's ce een teeta ees eee eee eee 350 
Saanich District Rad seat at ao bp ee ee 2,750 
Cowichan District Roads, including Kokesailah and Chemainus Bridges _ 2,800 
Nanaimo sD IStrice OR Oa sy mee ere mee eee ee eee re 2,700 
Sooke District #ROads eae ee eee ee ee ee 500 
Comox District tRoadst Se ees eee reek een Oe eee are Pe eee ee 1,250 
Salt Spring Usland "Roads tack. bt aera eee ree Le ee 250 
Other Roaderepains en Otic eta le cl eeees eee memnnnnan ne mae eee Seen = 500 
17,500 


Total Roads, Streets, and Bridges ________ $54,550 
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No. 15.—MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 


Pxpenses: conmected@ awit Gti 6 M1DCS vee eee eee ee $ 500 
Government House Grounds, Victoria and New Westminster $= 960 
insurance OnmGiovernment, Diuiltiin ce et 1,000 


[Ebola yoyeqe, Cova) IDYREMIIS TKO ieSnAVRI NOV), ee ee ee ESTO 
Subsidy to Western Union Telegraph to Portland, per annum _..- «4500 


Pele sranis.s Cable sess Ses pc Capers eee ee ene eee eR on ee eee 500 
SLRaonciay Euatel TLE sie? Cull IB Yee NNT 4,000 
expenses -cOnpmected wi alier.esay Ol. MeL Al ee ee eet eee ee ee 5,000 
Taking charge of Government Buildings, Douglas and Langley _... Se 100 
CARON AME JAVTOUEY (Coy nT AV GIS Ole Bale oi a a le eee 500 
NWolunteen Expenses und crm Act eas weet ee nee ee EN ee Ree a eee 500 
WACtOTIAS VO KEELE CL Sige) Cb te meeereinr meal aie ne iene We Mee Rae 2k er ee ew re A 500 
‘Aid tosDeluce Birei€ompanysstorspunchaseroh Em cin cess sees een enn ee 750 
RoadglaxaGollectionse(GOmnrisstorisncs Cs) eee eeeeeeataae seater sna 700 
Printing General Map ot Colony, vin- London: 22. a 600 
IREow inner Qompenounes Mngveineee 250 
IM beeal ll enaog) Nermmlessy meek Glee eh ee 1,000 
PUnehasero be One OTe Ostet 2 as fei |) see eee ee eee none IU 400 


Total Miscellaneous Services __.......__. $23,260 


No. 16.—INTEREST. 


interestionpl oan minder: ACtOLel sO. bys Genera earn Seen ee See eee we ee $14,550 
Do. Do. AIBSYOS en epi pe esta Cae Vo Pe Ed ee Oe nae ee ea 14,550 

Do. Do. TARR Ge eG genoa ere i, es a oe 22 ee ee ae eel 29,100 

Do. Do. LE SG2 a Vin ema omer neerers Water riers uae Sart |e ee Se ay 11,640 

IDO, “USinysortny Weave iat DAS YS OTES 33,600 

Total Interest — $103,440 


No. 17—DRAWBACKS AND REFUND OF DUTIES, &c. 





OMEVMStOmM Ss WES S ee eee ee ee REL MO ee OG tk es ee $2,000 
Be oye o (ea A May Coty eae Sele Pen ere wes ee Dl et ee a oe ee eS 100 
Total Drawbacks, &c. $2,100 


No. 18.—IMMIGRATION.—Nil. 
No. 19.—REDEMPTION OF BONDS.—Nil. 


No. 20.—SINKING FUND. 
(Provided for by Acts of 1862, 1863, and 1864.) 


Orie S000 ont Ol Gin (OGe mie Bee gee en ot a A ae ee ee a $20 825 00 


Do. Do. Leda) Rae oe nts ke ease Ol ae GND eee ee are 2, ae ea ea ee 9,700 00 
On £100,000 Do. ROA ee wren ae Met Ma ee ete ee Res el ee 10,912 50 
On £40,000 TDD ORNL LS G2 ee one eee a, Ree 2 ee eae ee 7,760 00 


Total Sinking Fund __________. $50,197 50 
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No. 21.—TEMPORARY LOANS.—WNil. 


No. 22.—HOME GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT. 


Repaynient OlaStOLesisUpp ie Ge Diy Vv claw) Cp cil E11Y cee ee EE $3,274 30 


No. 23.—GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


“Sic James: Dougias’—Wages, Storesiand Pucl 2 = eee ee 0 12.350 
Dred sere Keeper QCA eee ea Se I eee ee oe ee ee ee ae eee 450 


Total Government Vessels ____.______. $12,800 


No. 24.—LIGHTHOUSES. 


FRASER RIVER LIGHT SHIP. 














Sal aries fox sace een te es eee AE ees SiON me aes ds ee eee ee $2,160 
Provisioning Crew seer ee oe 5 oe 0 ee ee ee ee 750 
SLOPES Fata TVA TT GST AT CS pee ee ete ae eee ee meee re 700 
3,610 
Race Rock LIGHT HOUSE. 
SAA TLSS yea ee eA AE ite Bo ES AR a SS eS OD iT i pa el ty AS A RE 1,800 
BFOVISIONIN Gs 1o1 0 ta CC Cp) ls eee ee ee 15550 
Storesvamdcnmalnte nm amc cee eee ee ees ee ee 550 
3,900 
FIsGARD LiGHT HOUSE. 
AS LL AI 1 Sesser ae at rs AD ok) ee LAPD EC eee 760 
Stores and mambo ance eke ee ee ee ae eee eRe 500 
BRC PQni sy recta eee a a ee Se ee Sa 2 ee x 600 
1,860 
Total Light Houses _____________ $9,370 
RECAPITULATION. 
Provided for by Permanent Acts, on account of Salaries _...-_ $ 52,137 50 
Do. Do. Do. Pensions? hee ee 2,425 00 
Do. Do. Do. Intenesteone|.0atls === 69,840 00 
Do. Do. Do. Sinkene eh 11d peeeeneeeeeee 50,197 50 
$174,600 00 
Required to be provided by Vote for Contingent Service of Year 1871:— 
Establishments 422 ee ee ee $101,981 25 
Services, exclusive of Establishments _.... DAS 53076 
—————._ 347,535 01 
$522,135 O1 


Estimated excess of Revenue over Expenditure... == tC(—tSSsss~s~s«CL'SL:«C B14 9 


USK WOOP Weve lal LUCA fer eNb (oh cae a a a ee, SOS OOO) 
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VOLUME V INDEX 


A 
ACTIVE, 94 
ADMIRALTY, 56, 299, 318-19, 354, 497, 
499, 501, 502, 503 
AGRICULTURE, 95, 96, 97, 115, 205, 210, 
219, 314, 317, 318, 395, 401, 402, 403, 
417, 426, 433 
Agricultural Land Tax Bill, 298 
beet root sugar production, 215, 228 
Cattle Ordinance, 183, 190, 211, 213, 215, 
MT Neh, HA ly 25S 
Confederation debates, 446, 448, 449, 450, 
451, 452, 454, 458, 459, 460, 461, 
468, 470, 474, 475, 481, 489, 507, 
510, 514, 549 
tariffs, 549-60, 562, 563, 566 
customs duties, 28-29, 219 
petitions, 117, 117n, 124, 317, 388 
protective tariffs, 314, 315 
Victoria Agricultural Society, 205 
water rights, 299 
Wolves and Panthers Destruction Bill, 179, 
186, 191, 263 
ALIENS, 92, 94, 99, 102 
ALSTON, EDWARD GRAHAM, 370 
appointed to committee: 
Fraser delta, 403 
immigration, 213 
interior telegraph system, 318 
private bills, 341 
reply to Governor’s speech, 173, 378 
road tolls, 280 
Confederation debates, 480, 496, 502, 515, 
542, 543, 559, 568 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 169, 267, 357 
introduces bills, 194, 198, 301, 326, 400, 
402, 427 
ANNEXATION, 454, 458, 483, 558 
See also UNITED STATES 
ASSAY OFFICE, 10, 25, 51, 142, 148, 172, 
296, 302, 331, 562 
returns of receipts and expenditures, 18, 
25, 39, 191, 245, 302, 331 
ASYLUM, see HOSPITALS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, 3, 107, 140, 167, 
197-98, 267, 296, 384, 385 
See also CREASE, HENRY PERING 
PELLEW 
AUDITOR GENERAL, 140, 192, 284, 296 
AUSTRALIA, 540 


B 


BALL, HENRY MAYNARD, 169 
appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 180 
Fence Bill, 151 
gold fields, 47 
immigration, 213 
internal postage, 46 
land laws, 32 


BALL, HENRY MAYNARD—Continued 
petition of Nicholson, J. C., 249 
petition of Watson, A., 301 
reply to Governor’s speech, 111, 173 
Supreme Courts, 125 
tariff revision, 39 
teacher’s petition, 284 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 267 
magistrate: 
Cariboo West, 3, 7 
New Westminster, 107 
BANKRUPTCY, 9, 234-35, 433, 436, 438, 
440 
BANKS, 171, 176, 179, 183, 191, 235, 272 
BARNARD, FRANCIS JONES, 
appointed to committee: 
education, 58 
interior telegraph system, 318 
reply to Governor’s speech, 111 
Confederation debates, 474, 494, 497, 521, 
BEG Soh Sah SL, SKE, SIS SUS BZA 
572, 574 
member: 
Lytton, 3, 107 
Yale, 3, 107, 267 
oaths, 20, 270 
petitions, 118, 288, 298 
BEACON HILL PARK, 247-48 
BEGBIE, MATTHEW BAILLIE, 372 


BELL, PROFESSOR, 
transcontinental railway survey, 300 


BIG BEND, 52 

BIRCH, ARTHUR NONUS, 
authority to administer oaths, 20 
Colonial Secretary, 3, 7 
Presiding Member, 3 

BIRTHS, 186, 194, 207 

BOOTH, G., 71 

BREW, CHARTRES, 
magistrate: New Westminster, 3, 7 

BREWING INDUSTRY, 450, 451, 471, 
565-66 


BRIDGES, 147, 171, 196, 292, 296, 297, 414 
Courtenay River, 394 
Johnson St. Bridge, 172 
Nanaimo, 23, 182, 231, 393-94 
Sooke River, 334 
Thompson River, 157, 159, 161, 162, 163 
BRITISH COLONIST, 294 302, 311, 398, 
401, 410 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, COLONY OF, 
boundaries, 6, 413 
capital, 10, 74, 88-89, 92-93, 97, 103, 
1110S TOO One 122—245 1/52" 
250, 256, 288 
petitions, 92, 97, 412 
union with Vancouver Island, 5—7 
BRITISH COLUMBIA ACT 1866, 5-7, 361 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT 
ACT 1870, 359-363 

BRITISH COLUMBIA TARIFF, see TAR- 
IFFS 


BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, 445, 447, 
451, 453, 454, 456, 457, 460, 461, 462, 
463, 464, 466, 477, 480, 508, 514, 570 

See also GREAT BRITAIN, Imperial 
Policy 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT, 143- 
45, 373, 374, 376, 391, 392, 444, 451, 452, 
456, 484, 485, 501, 502, 505, 512, 519, 
522, 538, 548; 558 
BUNSTER, ARTHUR, 
appointed to committee to reply to Gover- 
nor’s speech, 378 
member, Nanaimo District, 357, 370 
petitions, 430 
privilege, 398 
BUONAPARTE RIVER, 118, 118n, 132, 
164 


BURRARD INLET, 148, 193, 195, 196-97, 
249, 498 


BUSHBY, ARTHUR THOMAS, 
appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 180 
immigration, 213 
Postmaster General, Acting, 167, 169, 
267 


G 


CACHE CREEK, 283, 291, 386 
CADELL, P., 317, 334, 406 
CANADA, 
B.C. representation, 144, 301-11 
Canadian Year Book, 448 
overland road, 118, 144 
provinces, 452, 454, 457, 458, 462, 463, 
469, 471, 478, 484, 491, 548, 555 
See also CONFEDERATION 
CANALS, 475 
CAPITAL OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 10, 
74, 88-89, 92-93, 97, 103, 110-11, 112, 
HO On 122242 SON SO 2G 
petition, 92, 97 
CARIBOO DISTRICT, 132, 172, 182, 193, 
250, 285, 286, 288, 293, 302, 331, 364, 
385, 386, 393 
magistrates, 147, 192 
Ball, H. M., 3 
Cox, G. W., 3 
Elwyn, T., 107 
members, 335 
Carrall, R. W. W., 167, 267 
Walkem, G. A., 3, 107 
CARIBOO AND SODA CREEK DIS- 


TRICT, 
member, Carrall, R. W. W., 357, 370 


CARRALL, ROBERT WILLIAM WEIR, 
appointed to committee: 
petition of Nicholson, J. C., 249 
reply to Governor’s speech, 173, 273 
Supreme Court Bill, 218 
Confederation debates, 477, 495, 499, 503, 
S095 Sl, S17, SO, SAO) S27, Sok, Sete. 
555, 563, 565, 567, 569, 570, 571 
introduces bills, 181, 182, 393, 396, 398 
member: 
Cariboo, 167, 170, 267 
Cariboo and Soda Creek, 357, 370 
petitions, 262, 302, 378, 412 
privilege, 401 
CEMETERIES, 
Cemetery Ordinance, 246, 248, 251 
Victoria Cemetery, 214 
CENTRALIZATION, 450, 454, 471 
CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS, 437, 438- 
39 
CHEMAINUS DISTRICT, 212 
CHERRY CREEK SILVER COMPANY, 
139, 139n, 142 
CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF LANDS 
AND WORKS, see TRUTCH, J. W. 
CHIEF JUSTICE, 110, 299, 372, 384 
CHINESE, 400 
CHURCH, 
Religious Institutions Ordinance, 243, 245, 
PUAN) NSB), I, DISS), ONS 
religion in schools, 44 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 231, 
233. 240, 242, 947, 262, 272 
Sisters of St. Ann, 134, 135, 136, 138, 163, 
iA 
CIVIL LIST, 113, 141, 146, 155, 172, 189— 
90, 197-98, 429-30, 432, 434-35, 436, 
442 
pensions, 503-05 ~ 
CLINTON, 101, 147, 183, 193, 195, 250, 
286, 289, 296, 297, 357, 402, 408 
COAL, 170, 175, 259, 270 


COLONIAL ACCOUNTS 
See 
FINANCE 
SUPPLY 


COLONIAL SECRETARY, 3, 7, 107, 140, 
167, 169, 192, 197, 267, 284, 289, 296, 
297, 384 

See also 
BIRCH, ARTHUR NONUS 
HANKIN, PHILIP JAMES 
YOUNG, WILLIAM A. G. 


COLUMBIA RIVER DISTRICT, 23, 130, 
148 
magistrate, Cox, G. W., 107 
members: 
Skinner, Robert J., 357 
Smith, R. T., 3, 107 
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COMMITTEE, 
assimilation of laws, 20-21 
customs laws, 180 
education, 58 
external postal service, 150 
Fence Bill, 151 
Fraser delta, 403 
gold fields, 47 
immigration, 213 
interior telegraph system, 318 
internal postage, 46 
Land Bill, 32 
Medical Bill, 65 
petition of A. Watson, 301 
petition of J. C. Nicholson, 249 
petition of R. Homfray, 199 
private bills, 241 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11, 111, 173, 
2135378 
road tolls, 280 
steamship communication, 291 
Supreme Courts, 125 
Supreme Courts Bill, 218 
tariff revision, 39 
teacher’s petition, 284 
COMMUNICATIONS, 
Confederation debates, 448, 453, 469, 473, 
569 
postal system, 501, 505, 518 
steam communication, 505, 510, 511 
telegraph, 448, 453, 515, 569 
See also 
POSTAL SYSTEM 
RAILWAYS 
TELEGRAPH 
COMOX DISTRICT, 24, 292, 325, 386 
CONFEDERATION, 50, 58-59, 65, 80, 103, 
2 aD wl tel 2en Wow lite 206, 210 
224-26, 271—72, 275, 277—79, 282, 298, 
PASS S106, SAE SOS. BHC a Sli, Sil, Bile 
314-15, 315-16, 324, 352, 373, 386, 
441-42, 455, 457, 462, 466, 482 
address to Her Majesty, 143-45, 164, 388, 
390-93, 402 
B.C. representation, 144, 310-11, 376, 
391, 450, 452, 458, 464, 471, 472, 477, 
493, 497, 519-22, 530 
correspondence, 119-20, 128 
delegates to Canada, 324, 328, 375, 572- 
75 
government structure, 390, 400, 451, 452, 
463, 472, 490, 520-21 
local government, 485, 486, 487, 492, 494, 
495, 496, 548 
Lord Granville, despatch, 445, 447, 456, 
459-60, 462, 463, 464, 465, 467, 483, 
504, 506, 513, 567 
popular vote, 445, 447, 453, 457, 460, 468, 
473 
representative government, 452, 465, 478, 
484, 513, 514 


CONFEDERATION—Continued 
Resolutions, 58-59, 73, 81, 110, 164, 445, 
447, 451, 456, 457, 468, 477, 478, 480, 
481, 485, 496, 497 
report of the committee of Privy Council, 
375—77 
responsible government, 382-84, 400, 452, 
454, 458, 459, 465, 473, 476, 477, 478, 
479, 481, 484, 487, 513, 514, 515, 521, 
522-48 
Terms and conditions, 143-44, 273, 273n, 
305, 307, 308, 309-11, 312-13, 314-15, 
315-16, 324, 375, 390-93 
CORNWALL, CLEMENT FRANCIS, 
magistrate, Thompson River District, 7 
member, Hope, Yale and Lytton District, 
357, 370 
oaths, 384 
petitions, 412 
COURTS, 85, 144-45, 185, 197, 200, 207— 
OSS 122146357 Ieee Ooms OSs 
426 
Admiralty Court, 56, 299, 318-19, 354 
Civil Procedure Ordinance, 224, 232, 237, 
239, 255 
Confederation debates, 391, 501 
County Courts, 85, 280, 285, 308, 400, 
423 
Ordinances, 94, 97, 101, 157, 159, 161, 
3), BEY, DS, PS, PSO, VEIL, SY, 
301, 328, 334, 347, 353 
Court of Appeal, 51, 129, 131, 164, 217, 
324, 354 
Courts Jurisdiction Ordinance, 315, 319 
Supreme Courts, 51, 110, 112, 140, 163, 
TS lil oll 922634505) 
Ordinances, 113, 118-19, 124-25, 138, 
(AS AS 4 9M lee lose Ose loi. 
63st ee lione lie 24D 16-17, 
233, 236-37, 239-40, 245, 346, 
BAS S52 4 
address to H.M., 246, 249, 252, 257— 
58 
select committees, 125, 131-32, 135, 
DAG, Dy, WEB, BENS, Bits 
See also 
JUSTICE 
LEGAL PROFESSION 


COWICHAN DISTRICT, 24, 325 
petitions, 178, 180, 326, 331 
roads, 23, 125, 164, 238 

COX, GEORGE WILLIAM, 
appointed to committee: 

gold fields, 47 

internal postage, 46 
magistrate: 

Cariboo East, 3, 7 

Columbia and Kootenay, 107 
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CREASE, HENRY PERING PELLEW, 

appointed to committee: 
assimilation of laws, 20-21 
education, 58 
external postal service, 150 
Victoria incorporation bill, 48 

Attorney General, 3, 107, 167, 169, 267 

Confederation debates, 444, 484, 485, 487, 
DOO Ol 502, 5040s Si eile 
SPN0S, SW, Se, SWE, Sys SPAS BPA, SISIIE 
548505495) 557, 556; 09,1500) 565,15 00, 
SOG STAI SZ SHS! 

introduces bills, 14, 15, 18, 21, 24, 25, 26, 
28, 30, 35, 59, 65, 69, 72-73, 77-78, 82, 
ot, pd, IIe} WE iis, TRS. ati, LIZ ASy. 
190; 194,201; 2147 218, 2325243; 257, 
279, 281, 315, 336, 430 


CROWN LANDS, 9, 12, 79-80, 90, 95-96, 
103, 118, 139, 142, 144, 153, 509 
Crown Grants Ordinance, 281, 286, 299, 
BZ 1s 32324 eo 4 
Crown Lands Bill, 330, 338, 345, 347, 350, 
352, 354 


CROWN SALARIES ACT, 502 
CURRENCY, 9, 65, 71, 77, 304-05 


CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, 6, 10, 15, 22, 
28-29, 52-53, 67-68, 70, 74, 84, 103, 
115, 140, 147, 180, 188, 192, 196, 206, 
21920922222 eS 4A ee 208" 273, 
280, 284, 287, 294, 296, 298, 299, 308, 
314-15, 346 

Collector of Customs, 3, 107, 167, 169, 
197-98, 267, 287, 289, 296, 297, 385 
Confederation debates, 486, 487, 488-89, 

494, 495, 496, 497, 501 

duties, 448-49, 450, 459, 471, 548 

customs ordinances, 14-15, 23, 69, 72, 74— 
75, 85, 95, 307, 318, 327-28, 334, 336— 
37, 347, 396, 404, 410, 412, 414, 420, 
AZ 2242.6 

drawbacks, 84, 115, 138, 140, 142, 147, 
157, 159, 176-77, 180) 183; 196, 213; 
219-20, 222, 227, 234) 240; 2487 253= 
Sy WSIS), WE, PSO), ASE, He, DUIS, PAV 
287, 294, 296, 298, 299 

excise, 82, 85, 86, 314 

exemptions, 55, 63, 70, 74, 78, 183, 187- 
88, 206, 222, 241, 421, 437 

free port, 323, 333 

Fruit Customs Reduction Bill, 148, 156, 
158, 161, 164 

rates of duty, 28-29, 136, 206, 219, 247, 
376, 391, 396 

sawmills, 55, 74, 82, 140, 318 

tariff, 22, 39, 46-47, 48, 52, 63, 64, 74, 
184, 263, 273, 293, 315—16 

See also TARIFFS 


D 


DAVIE, JOHN C., 
appointed to committee to reply to Gover- 
nor’s speech, 173 
introduces bills, 179, 183 
member, Victoria District, 167, 170 
petitions, 174, 178, 212 
DEATHS, 
probate, 200, 208, 223, 230 
registration, 186, 194, 207 
DEBT, 
Confederation debates, 
debts and liabilities of B.C., 375-76, 
390, 485-97 
public debt, 446, 448, 449, 469, 486, 
487 
DE COSMOS, AMOR, 
appointed to committee: 
assimilation of laws, 20-21 
education, 58 
Fence Bill, 151 
Fraser delta, 403 
Land Bill, 32 
petition of A. Watson, 301 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11 
Supreme Court, 125 
tariff revision, 39 
teacher’s petition, 284 
Victoria Incorporation Bill, 48 
Confederation debates, 446, 466, 483, 487, 
488, 492, 493, 496, 497, 498, 500, 501, 
502, 503, 504, 505, 506, 507, 509, 515, 
Bylth, Siiky SPAUS SPL; SEL, SG, Srl, Sten 
Sa 595.05 7..059, 260, 614 5625) 564, 
366, 567, 569; 570, 571, 572, 574, 575 
dissentiente, 102, 307 
introduces bills, 90, 128, 134, 137, 138, 
298, 433 
member: : 
Victoria City, 3, 7, 107, 267 
Victoria District, 357, 370 
oaths, 270 
petitions, 48, 129, 137, 149, 288, 317, 326, 
378, 384, 388, 408, 412 
privilege, 74, 302, 304 
DEFENCE, 376 
Confederation debates, 449, 461, 462, 
475, 496, 506, 513, 549, 560 
Fenians, 452, 472, 475 
Volunteer Force, 232, 240, 242, 246, 254, 
313 
DELUGE FIRE COMPANY, 295, 296, 322, 
388 
DEWDNEY, EDGAR, 
Confederation debates, 482, 542, 573, 575 
introduces bills, 318, 319 
member, Kootenay District, 267 
oaths, 274 
DOG CREEK, 287 
DOMINION TARIFF, see TARIFFS 
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DOUGLAS, 296, 335, 408 
DOUGLAS, JAMES, 468 
DRAKE, MONTAGUE WILLIAM TYR- 
WHITT, 
appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 180 
immigration, 213 
interior telegraph system, 318 
reply to Governor’s speech, 173, 273 
steamship communication, 291 
Supreme Court Bill, 218 
teacher’s petition, 284 
Confederation debates, 451, 495, 500, 511, 
519, 520, 535, 565, 566, 574 
introduces bills, 176-77, 205, 206, 299, 
301, 328, 349 
member, Victoria City, 167, 170, 267 
petitions, 177, 198, 251, 274, 295, 330 
DRY DOCK, see ESQUIMALT 


E 


EAGLE PASS TRAIL, 135, 164, 177, 195, 
382 
EDDY, PETER, 302, 318, 322, 345-46 
EDUCATION, 10, 43-44, 43n, 50, 57-58, 
180, 183, 331, 342, 416, 437, 439 
arrears, 52, 117; 162; 23:1, 385 
common schools ordinances, 198, 210, 
PH), VIL, PPG, DP Wesey eve atone Ziley 
324, 329, 330, 336, 338, 348 
funding, 74, 97, 101, 117, 149, 162, 186, 
192, 233, 279-80, 287, 288, 296, 297, 
385 
petition of teachers of V.I., 274, 283-84, 
288, 2925 294295, 320—21-,354 
returns, 97, 101, 117, 133, 133n, 300, 306 
salaries, 183, 186, 279 
ELECTIONS, 360, 362, 365-70, 425, 426, 
427, 428, 429, 430, 432, 434, 440 
electoral districts, 360, 361, 362, 364, 
392-93 
qualification of electors, 360, 361-62, 364, 
416, 430 
registration of voters, 178, 186, 190, 199, 
200, 360, 362, 416, 418, 421, 422, 424, 
425-26, 429, 435, 438, 441 
ELWYN, THOMAS, 
Acting Magistrate, Cariboo, 107 
appointed to committee: 
Fence Bill, 151 
oaths, 109 
ESQUIMALT DISTRICT, 387, 393 
dry dock, 140, 152 
STAVIN COCKE IE SOS Mien Solem 392, 
394-95, 482, 497-501 
naval station, 313, 376, 391, 411, 518, 
549 
EVERETT, PATRICK, 48 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 172-73, 276, 299, 
374, 502-03, 522-48 


F 


FALSE CREEK, 28, 148 


FENCES, 0, 119, 141, 151, 171, 174, 175, 
300 
Fence Ordinance, 176, 179, 180, 188, 193, 
200-01, 205, 206, 245 
select committee, 151, 180, 188, 200-01, 
205 
FERRIES, 30, 33, 35, 37, 38, 53 
FINANCE, 9, 31, 43, 63, 98, 109-11, 144— 
45, 146-47, 154, 171, 175, 271 
bankruptcy, 9, 234-35, 433, 436, 438, 440 
banks, 171; 1767179; 183,191,235; 272 
charitable allowances, 147, 192, 287, 296, 
297, 385, 414 
Confederation debates, 376, 451, 460, 469, 
470, 472, 474, 485-97, 512 
crown costs, 182, 190, 200, 208, 210, 212, 
323, 328, 347 
currency, 9, 65, 71, 77, 304-05 
debt, 54, 85 
Exchequer Debenture Ordinance, 78, 82, 
83, 85, 87, 94 
interest, 26, 27, 30, 33, 35, 49-50, 54, 147, 
196, 294, 296, 298, 387 
investment and loan ordinances, 128, 136, 
156, 160, 181; 190, 212, 228, 242, 246, 
253, 263, 387, 398, 403, 407, 415, 433, 
436, 438, 440 
loans, 147, 196, 301-02, 336, 342, 346, 
349, 353, 398 
Mint, 41, 45, 45n, 302, 331 
money bills, 343 
mortgages, 72-73, 79, 86, 91, 94, 99, 102, 
LOS AS 120.2 a7 
public accounts, 16, 19, 63-64, 192, 207 
public debt, 63-64, 95, 144, 175, 271, 301- 
02, 306 
rent, 147, 192, 287, 296, 297, 385 
revenue services, 192, 287, 296, 297, 384, 
414 
sinking fund, 147, 294, 301-02, 387 
See also 
AUDITOR GENERAL 
DEBT 
SUPPLY 
FIRE PROTECTION, 288, 318, 328, 336, 
419, 421, 425 
Barkerville, 182, 197 
Deluge Fire Company, 295, 296, 322, 388 
Fire Companies Aid Ordinances, 201, 210, 
215, 221, 230, 243, 245, 261, 402; 415, 
422, 423, 426 
Fire Co. of Victoria, 197 
Fire Inquest Ordinance, 138, 142, 150-51, 
154, 163 
New Westminster Fire Dept., 292, 388 
petitions, $29, 132, 177, 295; 296; 320; 
B22) 
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FIRE PROTECTION—Continued 
Williams Creek Fire Brigade, 295, 296, 
322, 388 
FISHERIES, 309, 376, 391, 450, 451, 454, 
461, 471, 518 
FLOUR MILLS, 322, 325, 329, 395, 413 
FORT GARRY, 309 
FRANKLYN, WILLIAM HALES, 
magistrate, Nanaimo, 3 
oaths, 40 
FREE TRADE, 
Confederation debates, 448, 450, 459, 470, 
481, 489, 495, 551, 552, 559, 560, 561, 
562, 563, 567 


G 
GAME, 

Game Ordinances, 30, 34-35, 37, 48, 205, 
212,215; 216, 254, 255, 260.319.0265, 
335, 337, 348 

GERMANSEN CREEK, 387 

GISCOME PORTAGE, 387 

GOLD, 11, 111, 170, 175, 186, 270, 447, 
460, 461, 469, 470, 490, 515 

Gold Commissioners, 28, 148, 250, 296, 
297, 385 

Gold Mining Ordinance, 28, 44, 47, 60, 
66-67, 69, 71-72, 74 

GOLDEN AGE, 401-02 

GOLDSTREAM, 23, 125 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 97 

GOVERNOR, 5, 140, 192, 197, 284, 287, 
296, 297, 360, 361, 382, 472, 484, 521, 
532,544, 545 

authority, 6, 68, 161, 360-63 

residence, 89 

salary, 51, 102—03, 152 

See also 
DOUGLAS, JAMES 
MUSGRAVE, ANTHONY 
SEYMOUR, FREDERICK 

GRANVILLE, LORD, see CONFEDERA- 

TION 

GREAT BRITAIN, 446, 452, 454, 460, 471, 
475, 478, 514, 539, 541, 543 

Imperial policy, 446, 453, 456-57, 461, 
462, 463, 465, 512 

See also BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

GROUSE CREEK BED-ROCK FLUME 

COMPANY, 59, 171 


H 


HAMLEY, WYMOND OGILVY, 370 
appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 180 
external postal service, 150 
interior telegraph system, 318 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11, 111, 
Paps BIS 
road tolls, 280 


HAMLEY, WYMOND OGILVY— 
Continued 
steamship communication, 291 
tariff revision, 39 
Collector of Customs, 3, 107, 167, 169, 
267, 357 
Confederation debates, 550, 551, 560, 563, 
573 
HANKIN, PHILIP JAMES, 370 
Colonial Secretary, 267, 357 
Confederation debates, 549 
Presiding Member, 267 
HARBOURS, 
dredging machine, 10, 12, 36, 497 
harbour dues, 18, 31 
harbour master, 140, 192, 194 
Harbour Regulations Ordinance, 77—78, 86 
Shipping Ordinance, 69, 72, 77, 79, 81 
HAREWOOD COLLIERY COMPANY, 93, 
224, 244 
HAREWOOD RAILWAY EXTENSION 
BILL, 82, 86, 91, 93, 215, 223, 224, 244 
HARRISON, WILLIAM, 288, 292, 295 
HAVELOCK, HENRY, 
appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 180 
private bills, 241 
Supreme Court Bill, 218 
member, Yale, 167, 170 
oaths, 174 
petitions, 181 
HEAD, SIR EDMUND, 494 
HELMCKEN, JOHN SEBASTIAN, 372 
appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 180 
external postal service, 150 
interior telegraph system, 318 
internal postage, 46 
Medical Bill, 65- 
petition of J. C. Nicholson, 249 
private bills, 241 
steamship communication, 291 
tariff revision, 39 
Victoria Incorporation Bill, 48 
Confederation debates, 466-47, 455, 468, 
469, 470, 480, 483, 492, 493, 494, 496, 
499, 500, 505, 506, 511, 514, 515, 519, 
SVAN SWil, S73, SAL, DG, SSW, SEI SEO: 
562, 563, 565, 566, 568, 569, 570, 572 
introduces bills, 16, 19, 134, 140, 146, 
148, 176, 178, 231, 398 
member, Victoria City, 3, 7, 107, 167, 
170, 267, 357, 370 
petitions, 48, 71, 117, 118, 146, 174, 191, 
194, 204, 259, 313, 317, 324, 406 
privilege, 11, 178 
HERRING, SAMUEL WEAVER, 133, 135 
HOLBROOK, HENRY, 
appointed to committee: 
private bills, 241 
steamship communication, 291 
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HOLBROOK, HENRY—Continued 
Confederation debates, 460, 493, 498, 501, 
S07, SUN, SMO, Sly, Suiits, Sy, SAO, Spall 
541, 562, 567, 568 
dissentiente, 240 
Justice of Peace, 167, 169, 267 
oaths, 181 
privilege, 294 
HOMFRAY, ROBERT, 
Leach River Ditch petition, 194 
select committee, 199, 211, 213 
HOPE, 101, 147, 286, 292 
member, Cornwall, C. F., 357, 370 
HOSPITALS, 51, 103, 148, 164, 193, 288, 
391, 517-18 
Cariboo, 182 
Lunatic Asylum, 211, 309 
Marine hospital, 309 
Royal Columbian Hospital, 78, 158-59, 
193 
Royal Hospital, 76, 193 
HOWE SOUND COPPER COMPANY, 
126, 126n, 127 
HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY, 
Confederation, 81, 110, 444, 456, 479, 569 
Hudson’s Bay Titles Confirmatory Ordi- 
nance, 140) 1425 151, 154515 5.915 7, 163 
HUMPHREYS, THOMAS BASIL, 
appointed to committee: 
Fraser delta, 403 
road tolls, 280 
Confederation debates, 453, 476, 493, 494, 
498, 501, 502, 504, 507, 517, 518, 520, 
Silly BPA, BPS). BES), S37, SSIs Sissi, Ste, 
Sy Shee, SCL Sl, Sv, S73, Sw! 
introduces bills, 299 
member: 
Lillooet, 167, 170, 367 
Lillooet and Clinton, 357, 370 
oaths, 179, 389 
petitions, 274, 404, 418 
privilege, 338-41, 342-44, 345, 390, 398, 
410, 438 
suspended, 345, 431 


I 


IMMIGRATION, 95, 103, 111, 177, 208-09, 
DISD 294 O98 509 464 ATS: 
508, 518-19 

emigration agency, 200, 263, 350 
female immigration, 96, 213, 218, 223, 
250-51, 256, 263, 271 
INDEMNITY, 14, 17, 19, 26 
INDIANS, 202, 219, 271, 299 
Commission on Indian Affairs, 219 
Confederation debates, 392, 448, 449, 461, 
488, 494, 495, 497, 541, 567, 568 
graves, 30, 35, 37, 49 
liquor, 9, 25, 27, 29-30, 52-53, 59, 67-68, 
98, 99, 248 


INDIANS—Continued 


petition, Buonaparte District, 118, 118n, 
132, 164 
reserves, 24, 25, 116-17, 132, 133, 164, 
257, 259, 262 
sale of strychnine, 301 
INDIAN TRAIL, 148 
INTESTATE ESTATES, 9, 30, 41, 188, 193 
Intestate Estate Ordinances, 30, 33, 36, 38, 
41, 49, 114, 115, 120, 151, 154, 163 
ISABEL, 437 


J 


JONES AND HAYWARD, 248 
JONES AND JENKINSON, 204 
JUSTICE, 147, 192, 234-35, 385, 387, 396, 
397, 419, 460, 462, 470, 494, 501 
assimilation of laws, 9, 12, 14, 18, 20-21, 
22D AN De 8 o OA 4a SOS 
1825 234,263,273 
select committee, 21, 24, 25-26, 28, 30, 
44, 59, 65, 66, 75, 130-31 
capital punishment, 256, 257 
Chief Justice, 110, 299 
Evidence Ordinance, 24, 25, 26, 62, 65, 
69-70 
finance, 376, 385, 414 
gaols, 147, 192, 309, 376, 391 
Indian evidence, 9 
inquests, 132, 138, 142, 150-51, 154, 163 
juries, 66, 75—76 
Justices of Peace, 84, 167, 169, 267, 357 
law-making, 15-16, 18-19, 21, 26, 27, 30, 
49-50, 54, 186, 375, 437, 439, 450, 462 
Limitations of Actions Ordinances, 90, 92, 
(oysEsto ey. 7, AMO By, NI Tals Wiss weal, ey 
127, 131, 134, 150, 163 
magistrates, 3, 7, 107, 147, 287 
prisoners, 51, 125, 164, 192, 193, 245, 402 
Saltspring Island murder, 180 
Sheriff’s Ordinance, 25, 27, 29, 33, 39 
stipendiary magistrates, 140, 147, 148, 
192, 232, 237, 238, 253, 285, 385 
USS. spies, 259 


See also 
COURTS 
LEGAL PROFESSION 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 


K 


KAMLOOPS, 84, 283, 391 
KAY, WILLIAM HENRY, 418, 427 
KER, ROBERT, 
oaths, 109 
treasurer, 107 
KOKESAILA, SCHOOL, 331 
KOOTENAY DISTRICT, 52, 130, 148, 184, 
201, 244, 244n, 285, 291, 292, 364, 385, 
386, 393, 482 
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KOOTENAY DISTRICT—Continued 
magistrates, 147, 192, 285, 291 
Cox, G. W., 107 
O’Reilly, P., 3 
member, 335 
Dewdney, E., 267 


KOOTENAY AND COLUMBIA RIVER 
DISTRICT, 
member, Skinner, R. J., 357, 370 


KURTZ AND LANE MINING COM- 
PANY, 
See LANE AND KURTZ CARIBOO 
MINING COMPANY 


10, 
LABOUR, 
labour exchange, 238, 263, 285 
convict labour, 125, 164, 193 
LAKE DISTRICT, 378 
LANDS, 9, 15, 22, 32, 76, 95-96, 316, 401, 
461, 490 
crown lands, 9, 12, 79-80, 90, 95—96, 103, 
118, 139, 142, 144, 153, 281, 286, 299, 
hil eyey sel eis). Sek, Sie, SHS, Se 
35053525554 
Indian lands, 24, 25, 116-17, 118, 118n, 
132, 133, 164, 257, 259, 262 
lands and works, 95, 127, 144, 208-09, 
275-76, 300, 322, 325-26, 429 
Chief Commissioner, 3, 51, 107, 140, 
167, 192, 197-98, 267, 284, 287, 289, 
296 
Land Ordinance, 79-80, 86, 87, 88, 89-90, 
91, 93) 95, 96) 171, 177, 200, 207 
Land Registry Ordinance, 279, 286, 299, 
321, 323, 326, 329! 330, 332, 334, 346— 
47, 349, 352-53, 354 
pre-emption payments, 232, 241, 243, 253, 
399, 401, 408 
LANE AND KURTZ CARIBOO MINING 
COMPANY, 393, 395, 397, 399, 400, 403, 
406 
LEECH RIVER DITCH, 194, 199, 211, 213 
LEGAL PROFESSION, 19, 30, 33-34, 35, 
Shey Beh (le, 1G ey Mish, diseh alee eSy. 
148, 151, 156, 163, 398, 404, 405 
Law Society of B.C., 349 
petitions, 71, 117, 117n, 137, 137n, 403 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 6, 8, 140, 192, 
284, 296, 297, 299, 361-63, 384 
alterations to constitution, 5, 11, 13, 16, 
21, 28, 34, 65, 95, 100, 125, 145, 149, 
1ST S45 1555 01645) 172 =738 175. 6s 
178, 179, 180, 190, 198, 214, 272, 299, 
359, 373 
Confederation debates, 481, 521, 522-48 
Constitution Bill, 400, 404, 406, 407, 413 
Government Act, 359-63 
members’ expenses, 203-04, 296, 324 
members’ roll, 3, 107, 167, 267, 370 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL—Continued 
opening of Legislative Council, 8, 9-11, 
109-11, 169, 170-73, 269, 270-73, 371 
proroguing of Legislative Council, 103-04, 
163-64, 262-63, 353-54, 362 
quorum, 13, 160 
Statute Repeal Bill, 433, 436-37, 440 
LIBRARIES, 
law libraries, 198, 263, 283 
Literary Institutes Bill, 400, 405, 407, 411, 
417-18, 420 
Literary Institute, Cariboo, 182 
public library, 201-02 
LICENCES, 21, 32, 38, 47, 60, 61, 64 
certificates for masters and mates, 334 
medical licences, 87-88 
pleasure boat licences, 349 
produce sellers’ licence, 317 
trade licences, 16-17 
LIENS, 32, 39, 58 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 308, 376, 
391, 501, 520 
LILLOOET, 148, 183, 184, 195, 250, 274, 
285-86, 301, 306, 364, 385, 393, 397 
magistrates, 147, 192, 287 
members, 335 
Humphreys, T. B., 167, 267 
Stamp, E., 3, 107 
petitions, 404, 423, 426 
LILLOOET AND CLINTON DISTRICT, 
402 
member, Humphreys, T. B., 357, 370 
LIQUOR, 220, 246, 396, 451, 490, 491 
customs regulations, 52-53, 67-68, 206 
Indian liquor, 9, 25, 27, 29-30, 52-53, 
67-68, 98, 248 
navy liquor, 84 
See also BREWING INDUSTRY 
LITERARY SOCIETIES ACT, 400, 405, 
407, 411, 417-18, 420 
LOANS, 147, 196, 301-02, 336, 342, 346, 
349, 353, 398, 403, 407, 416, 433, 436, 
438, 440 
LYTTON, 148, 181, 184, 195, 286, 297, 407 
magistrates, 147 
O’Reiily, P., 107 
Sanders, E. H., 3 
members: 
Barnard, F. J., 3, 107 
Wallace, G., 7 
See also YALE AND LYTTON DIS- 
TRICT 
M 


MACDONALD, WILLIAM J., 
appointed to committee, 
education, 58 
Land Bill, 32 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11 
Victoria Incorporation Bill, 48 
introduces bills, 15 
magistrate, Victoria, 3, 7, 107 
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MARRIAGES, 59, 64, 65 
MEDICAL PROFESSION, 
Anatomical Studies Ordinances, 146, 151, 
1565 ISS 6OW 18219002) 17,. 2215 223. 
255) 
Board of Health, 171 
Chemists and Druggists Bill, 402 
Health Ordinances, 190, 198, 203, 206, 
209, 214, 216, 235 
hospitals, 51, 76, 78, 103, 148, 158-59, 
164, 182, 193, 309 
licensing, 87-88 
Medical Ordinances, 42, 47, 65, 87-88, 92, 
94, 97, 279, 282, 298, 303, 316 
school of medicine, 88 
METCHOSIN DISTRICT, 22, 132, 184, 
195, 291, 387, 393, 431 
MILL CREEK, 125 
MINING, 9, 29, 47, 59, 84, 126, 126n, 127, 
139, 139n, 142, 144, 163-64, 171, 175, 
283 
coal mining, 170, 175, 259, 270 
Confederation debates, 446, 447, 469, 490, 
493, 495, 510, 542, 552 
gold, 447, 460, 461, 469, 470, 490, 515 
gold mining, 11, 28, 44, 47, 60, 66—67, 69, 
(1274 tl letas Oo 186.250, 
270, 296, 297 
Lane and Kurtz Cariboo Mining Co., 393, 
395, 397, 399, 400, 403, 406 
Mineral Ordinance, 176, 193, 199, 202, 
IG, DE, OH, OE OPI, pele, Gewe Oeil 
2At, 242, 243 
petitions, 126, 126n, 127, 139, 139n, 142, 
191, 378 
Queen Charlotte Mining Co., 194, 201, 
203, 205-06, 207, 236 
quartz crushing mills, 47, 76-77, 103, 228 
See also ASSAY OFFICE 
MINT, 41, 45, 45n, 302, 331 
MONCK, VISCOUNT, 444 
MUSEUMS, 201-02, 210, 263 
MUSGRAVE, ANTHONY, 
Confederation debates, 456, 467, 479, 480, 
528, 568 
introduces bills, 246, 307, 346, 348, 389, 
400, 414, 415-16, 422-23, 425, 428, 
429, 430, 433-34, 438, 439 
messages, 279, 288, 297, 306-07, 312, 316, 
324, 329, 330, 331, 333, 342, 345-46, 
347, 348, 352, 353, 378, 380-81, 389, 
400, 401, 402, 403, 406, 408, 410, 413, 
AVAS AUS — 160 41720-42.05 42 1 422-23 
425, 426, 428, 433, 435, 438, 439, 440 
Proclamation, 269, 371 
speech opening Legislative Council, 270- 
713, 373=75 
speech proroguing Legislative Council, 
353-54, 441-42 


MUSQUITO CREEK, 148 


N 


NANAIMO DISTRICT, 23, 85, 97, 182, 
188, 198, 198n, 231, 244, 259, 285, 292, 
301, 309, 364, 385, 401, 473, 518 

magistrates, 147, 148, 192 
Franklyn, W. H., 3 
INICOINCGS Si7 
Spalding, W. R., 107 
members: 
Bunster, A., 357, 370 
Ring, D. B., 167, 267 
Southgate, J. J., 3 
NATHAN, HENRY, 
appointed to committee to reply to Gover- 
nor’s speech, 378 
introduces bills, 396, 415, 437 
member, Victoria City, 357, 370 
petitions, 394, 404 

NAVIGATION, 147, 196, 294, 296, 298, 

308, 376, 387, 501 

Fraser River, 172, 194, 233 

Gulf of Georgia, 121 

Johnson’s Straits, 121 

Sisters’ Rocks, 172, 184, 208, 279, 294, 
305 

NAVY, 84, 110, 114, 116, 120, 121, 139, 313 

NEEDHAM, JOSEPH, 283 

NELSON, HUGH, 

appointed to committee: 
Fraser delta, 403 
reply to Governor’s speech, 378 
member, New Westminster, 357, 370 
NEW BRUNSWICK, 471, 486, 488, 492, 
494, 497, 519, 555, 564 
NEWFOUNDLAND, 486, 487, 488, 492, 
495, 501, 505, 519, 564, 568 
NEWSPAPERS, 299, 422 
British Colonist, 294, 302 
Government Gazette, 97 

NEW WESTMINSTER DISTRICT, 46-47, 
46n, 78, 158-59, 193, 196-97, 207, 208, 
DAS 634 284928502925 302.509) 325, 
364, 382, 386, 392-93, 401, 437, 460- 
61, 498, 515, 518 

capital of B.C., 88-89, 110-11, 159, 122- 
24 
magistrates: 
Ball, H. M., 107 
Brew, C., 3 
members: 
Nelson, H., 357, 370 
Robson, J., 107, 167, 267 
NICHOLSON, JOSEPH CARRUTHERS, 
174, 174n, 178-79, 196, 196n, 244, 249, 
D5, 
NICOL, CHARLES S., 
magistrate, Nanaimo, 7 
NORTHWEST TERRITORY, 445, 452, 456, 
467, 469, 473, 479, 491, 514 
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NOVA SCOTIA, 455, 471, 492, 494, 496, 
515, 564 


O 


OATHS, 20, 40, 109, 122, 175, 178, 181, 
270, 274, 362—63, 372, 378, 389, 415 
Oaths Ordinance, 203, 210, 211, 236 
OKANAGAN, 262, 283, 287, 288, 291, 325 
OLYMPIA, 238, 291 
OMINECA, 283, 386 
ORGANIC ACT, 452, 458, 461, 462, 464, 
AW, Ali, “lial Alsi, Sulu, Sula, Silty, Suk 
S20 e222 2 Lo ole 44). 
556, 557, 559, 561, 566 
O’REILLY, PETER, 170, 357 
appointed to committee: 
gold fields, 47 
petition of J. C. Nicholson, 249 
reply to Governor’s speech, 111, 273 
teachers’ petition, 284 
introduces bills, 47 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 267 
magistrate: 
Kootenay, 3, 7 
Yale and Lytton, 107 
oaths, 175, 415 


P 


PANAMA, 291, 308, 337 
PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE, 113, 150, 
160, 161, 228, 233, 276, 362, 363, 380— 
81 
non-attendance, 9, 33, 362 
protests, 231, 250 
public and press access to L.C., 17 
quorum, 13, 160 
vacating seats, 362 
PARTNERSHIP, 224, 232, 237, 239, 254 
PATENTS, 
Patent’s Ordinance, 30, 36, 46, 47, 74 
Victoria Patent Slip Bill, 137, 143, 146, 
146n, 148, 156, 157-58 
PEMBERTON, AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, 
170, 370 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 267, 357 
PEMBERTON, JOSEPH DESPARD, 
appointed to committee: 
land bill, 32 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11 
teachers’ petition, 284 
Confederation debates, 521 
introduces bills, 22 
member, Victoria District, 3, 7, 107 
PENSIONS, 147, 192, 287, 296, 298, 376, 
385, 391, 401, 503-05, 523 
PERRY CREEK MINE, 184 
PETITIONS, 48, 54, 71, 92, 117, 117n, 118, 
118n, 124, 126, 126n, 127, 129, 131, 132, 
133, 135, 137, 137n, 139, 139n, 142, 146, 
146n, 149, 154, 174, 174n, 177, 178-79, 


PETITIONS—Continued 


180, 181, 191, 194, 196, 196n, 198, 198n, 
199, 204, 211, 212, 213, 244, 248. 249, 
251-52, 259, 262, 274, 282, 282n, 283-84, 
288, 292, 294, 295, 296, 298, 301, 302, 
Sng) Sul Slik, SVMs, SPAVRONL, Sat slat 
Syl, SIX Si, SAD, Skip Sishil, Sisk Bisley 
345-46, 349, 350, 352, 354, 378, 384, 388, 
394, 402, 403, 404, 406, 408, 412, 416, 
418, 423, 426, 427, 430 
PHILLIPPO, GEORGE, 370 
Attorney General, 357 
introduces bills, 437 
PITT RIVER, 125-26, 164 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 51, 140, 147, 
192, 193, 198, 249-50, 285, 287, 296, 297 
POPULATION, 116, 144, 173, 307, 376 
census, 448, 486, 519 
Confederation debates, 446, 447, 448, 449, 
450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 458, 460, 461, 
465, 468, 470, 475, 478, 486, 487, 488, 
491, 492, 493, 494, 495, 496, 497, 510, 
51355 195530; 531344041 
PORTLAND, 294 
POSTAL SYSTEM, 9, 45-46, 47, 48, 51, 52, 
$6, 101, 110, 112, 130, 140, 149-50, 
162-63, 192, 193, 195, 285, 296, 297, 
308, 376, 385, 391, 401, 410-11, 422, 
501, 505, 518 
agreement with U.S., 272, 275, 327 
conveyance of mails, 53, 100—01, 130, 163, 
184, 195, 207, 208, 283, 288, 291, 309, 
325, 349, 386-87, 394, 407, 408, 431, 
437 
Postal Ordinance, 28, 33, 35, 37, 47, 56, 
62, 64, 101 
Postmaster General, 167, 169, 267, 283 
PRISONS, 147, 192, 245, 309, 518 


PRIVILEGE, 480° 
British Colonist, 294, 301, 311, 398, 401, 
410 
Bunster, A., 398 
Carrall, R. W. W., 401 
De Cosmos, A., 74, 302, 304 
Helmcken, J. S., 11, 178 
Holbrook, H., 293, 294 
Humphreys, T. B., 338-41, 342-44, 345, 
390, 398, 410, 438 
Robson, J., 124, 126 
Walkem, G. A., 338 
Wood, T. L., 311 
PUBLIC WORKS, 147, 195, 290, 296, 386, 
414, 446, 449, 474, 487, 495 


PUGET SOUND STEAMERS, 337 


Q 


QUEEN CHARLOTTE MINING COM- 
PANY, 194, 201, 203, 205-06, 207, 236 
QUESNELMOUTH, 386, 387 
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R 
RAILWAYS, 

Confederation debates, 446, 452, 454, 458, 
460, 461, 464, 466, 468, 470, 472, 474, 
483, 493, 494, 495, 498, 499, 500, 505— 
7, SSS 

Harewood Colliery Company, 93, 224, 
244 

Harewood Railway Extension Bill, 82, 86, 
Oi O8e 5a 2 23m 00 40244 

transcontinental railway, 80, 300, 309, 
374, 376, 377, 391-92, 411—12 

REAL ESTATE, 

Homestead Ordinance, 26, 32, 42, 55, 60, 
62, 65, 68-69, 70, 83 

mortgages, 72-73, 79, 86, 91, 94, 99, 102, 
TOS Wlseel 2 Oe ee et 

Real Estate Ordinances, 69, 73, 79, 90, 91, 
93, 100, 102 

taxation, 374 

RECIPROGIVY. 172,175, Wig 18ts 184: 

185, 187-88, 455, 478 

RED RIVER SETTLEMENT, 448, 456, 
469, 479, 481, 489, 512, 526, 532 


REGISTRAR GENERAL, 52, 140, 192, 
285, 296, 297, 304 
Deputy Registrar, 426, 427—28 
See also ALSTON, E. G. 
REGISTRY, 
births and deaths, 186, 194, 207 
voters, 178, 186, 190, 199, 200, 360, 362, 
416, 418, 421, 422, 424, 425-26, 429, 
435, 438, 441 


RESOURCES, 
Confederation debates, 445-46, 448, 449, 
AS 491s Sd Soil 
See also 
MINING 
TIMBER 


RING, DAVID BABINGTON, 

appointed to committee: 
petition of A. Watson, 301 
Supreme Court Bill, 218 

Confederation debates, 453, 472, 499, 502, 
5105522; 528; 556; 565, 567, 569, 570; 
SiH SH, Busy, SS) 

introduces bills, 182, 200, 215, 301, 323 

member, Nanaimo, 167, 170, 267 

ROADSH22 235024 Ol Leni —2 66 132, 

USS, TL ie eR el gigi, I yal 
(MP, WS, OG PPI, PB, Pee 
245, 285-86, 287, 292, 296, 297, 309, 
333, 382, 387, 397, 408, 414, 417, 418- 
19, 437 

Confederation debates, 451, 460, 474, 490, 
496, 501, 505-17, 542, 566, 570, 571, 
2 

repairs, 10, 18, 23, 28, 172, 175, 398 

Road Ordinances, 232, 234, 242, 243, 245, 
246, 254, 346, 348, 351, 422-23, 426 


ROADS—Continued 

road steamers, 396, 405, 406, 410, 412, 
413, 417, 419-20, 421, 427 

road tax, 276-77, 312, 398 

road tolls, 18, 22, 29, 50, 62-63, 65, 103, 
126, 127, 128, 150, 158, 188, 200, 280, 
286, 316, 318, 319-20, 328, 330, 331- 
32, 333, 342, 395, 406, 413, 419, 420, 
430, 431, 434, 439 

Vancouver Island Roads, 77, 82, 86, 99, 
125, 128, 130, 164, 171, 398, 415 

ROBSON, JOHN, 

appointed to committee: 
customs laws, 183 
education, 58 
external postal service, 150 
Fence Bill, 151 
immigration, 213 
internal postage, 46 
Land Bill, 32 
Medical Bill, 65 
petition of A. Watson, 301 
petition of R. Homfray, 199 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11, 111 
road tolls, 280 
steamship communication, 291 
Supreme Court, 125 
Supreme Court Bill, 218 
tariff revision, 39 

Confederation debates, 453, 494, 498, 499, 
SOLES OZ SOS Oe) lila Dees 4 Sion 
SWi7,, Sil, Sus, Swi, Se, See SG, Swe) 
S82, DSS, SSG, SSG SS Sis SS Se 
561, 566, 567, 568, 569, 570, 571, 572, 
B/S) 

introduces bills, 26, 32, 40, 42, 119, 238 

member, New Westminster, 3, 7, 107, 167, 
170, 267 

oaths, 181 

petitions, 71, 126, 133 

privilege, 124, 126 


RUSSIA, 545 
S 
SAANICH DISTRICT, 22, 129, 132, 184, 
19355325. 307 


ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 231, 233, 240, 242, 247, 262, 
272, 

ST. MARY’S MISSION, 125 

SALT SPRING ISLAND, 386 

SALARIES, 10, 51, 140, 148, 152, 172, 183, 

193, 197-98, 209, 249, 250, 284, 285, 
289, 299, 308 
compensation to public officers, 10, 171, 
191-92, 250, 256, 305, 308 
Officers’ Enabling Ordinance, 18, 21, 22, 
305 
petition of A. Watson, 282, 282n, 301, 
B50n 852, 
crown salaries, 42, 43, 43n, 51, 73, 102, 
141, 180, 189-90, 199, 204, 289, 299 


666 INDEX 





SANDERS, EDWARD HOWARD, 170 
appointed to committee: 
gold fields, 47 
interna! postage, 46 
petition of A. Watson, 301 
teply to Governor’s speech, 11 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 267 
magistrate, Yale and Lytton, 3, 7 
oaths, 181 
SAN FRANCISCO, 52, 163, 288, 291, 308, 
337, 350, 458, 498, 505, 514, 516, 563 
SAN JUAN ISLANDS, 328-29, 354, 413 
SAVONA’S FERRY, 84, 101 
SAWMILLS, 55, 74, 82, 125, 140, 318 
SAYWARD’S SAWMILL, 125 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
despatches: 
capital of B.C., 119, 250, 256 
drawbacks, 272 
expenditure, 146 
Limitations of Actions, 150 
SELKIRK RANGE PASS, 227-28 
SETTLEMENT, 95-96, 118, 118n, 132, 327, 
335, 446, 475 
Homestead Ordinance, 26, 32, 42, 55, 60, 
62, 65, 68-69, 70, 83 
See also 
CROWN LANDS 
IMMIGRATION 
SEYMOUR, 84 
SEYMOUR, FREDERICK, 288, 444, 446- 
47, 504 
Ath session of Legislative Council, 1867 
introduces bills, 57, 73, 94 
messages, 16, 25, 26, 29, 31, 33, 43, 45, 
46, 48, 49, 52, 53, 54, 56, 57, 58, 62, 
63, 69-70, 73, 74, 81, 83, 85, 88-89, 
94, 95, 97, 98, 101, 119, 127, 128, 
133, 136, 139, 141 
petition, 54 
proclamation, 8 
speech opening L.C., 9-11 
speech proroguing L.C., 103-04 
Sth session of Legislative Council, 1868 
introduces bills, 159-60 
messages, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 159 
proclamation, 109 
speech opening L.C., 109-11 
speech proroguing L.C., 163-64 
6th session of Legislative Council, 1869 
messages, 184, 198, 202, 204, 207-08, 
Pile, DB. PES, VES, GO, ela ayicy. 
DAD 250=5 1,25 3—542 5 9 260} 
261, 262 
proclamation, 169 
speech opening L.C., 170-73 
speech proroguing L.C., 262-63 
Proclamation, British Columbia Act, 5—7 
SHIPS AND SHIPPING, 41, 63, 81, 85, 91, 
94, 147, 191, 196, 220, 222, 245, 294. 
296, 298, 334, 348, 351, 438, 441 


SHIPS AND SHIPPING—Continued 
Ferries Ordinance, 30, 33, 35, 37, 38, 53 
petitions, 324, 330, 349 
pilotage, 77—78, 86, 87, 90, 220 
Shipping Ordinance, 159-60, 161, 162, 163 
ships: 

Active, 94 
Golden Age, 401-02 
Isabel, 437 
Sir James Douglas, 41, 63, 191, 245, 
334, 386 
steamship communication, 291, 308, 337, 
SW5)5 S10, SU 
See also NAVIGATION 

SIR JAMES DOUGLAS, 41, 63, 191, 245, 
334, 386 

SISTERS OF ST. ANN, 134, 135, 136, 138, 
163, 171 

SISTERS’ ROCKS, 172, 184, 208, 279, 294, 
305 

SKINNER, ROBERT JAMES, 
appointed to committee, Fraser delta, 403 
member, Kootenay and Columbia River, 

sls SU 
oaths, 378 

SMITH, ROBERT THOMPSON, 

appointed to committee: 
internal postage, 46 
tariff revision, 39 

member, Columbia River and Kootenay, 
Soe aLOn 

SODA CREEK, 100-01, 147, 283, 286, 287, 
319, 357 es? 

SOOKE DISTRICT, 291, 334, 431 

SOUTHGATE, JOSEPH J., 
appointed to committee, tariff revision, 39 
member, Nanaimo, 3, 7 

SPALDING, WARNER R.., 
magistrate, Nanaimo, 107 
oaths, 122 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, 363, 372, 389 

SPENCE, THOMAS, 149, 154 


STAMP, EDWARD, 
member, Lillooet, 3, 7, 107 


STEINBERGER, WILLIAM, 198, 198n 


SUPPLY, 

Bills of Supply, 58, 60, 61, 74, 151, 153, 
156, 163, 202, 205, 207, 236, 297, 302, 
303, 316, 389-90, 396, 406 

committee of supply, 31, 33, 38, 39, 40, 
41, 45, 50-52, 138, 139-40, 143, 146- 
48, 149, 156, 192-93, 195, 196-97, 198, 
283, 284, 285, 287, 288-91, 292, 293, 
294, 295-96, 381, 384, 386, 395, 414 

committee of ways and means, 52, 55, 56, 
57, 60, 64, 67, 70, 72. 73 

estimates, 9-10, 12, 19, 22, 23-24, 26, 28, 
317 110, 712921350, 132.2135 19) el75, 
189, 271, 274, 283, 287, 292, 294, 306, 
374, 378, 380, 414, 437 
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SUPPLY—Continued 
resolutions, 38, 38n, 51-52, 140, 147-48, 
149, 192-93, 195, 196-97, 288-90, 381, 
384-85, 386-87, 387-88 
supplementary supply, 97, 98, 99, 101, 
102; 204; 205; 207, 231, 236; 243, 245, 
246, 254, 288, 296-97, 298, 302, 303, 
316, 401, 410, 414, 415-16, 418, 420 
SURVEYING DEPARTMENT, 300, 316, 
382, 405 
geological survey, 376, 391, 568 
Surveyor General, 3, 107, 167, 267, 429 


T 


TARIFFS, 374, 391, 549-66 
B.C. tariff, 376, 391, 396, 403, 451, 461, 
471, 481, 494, 513, 553, 566 
Canadian tariff, 396, 409, 448, 449, 450, 
451,452, 454) 455, 459, 461, 471, 474, 
Alois. ARS, GR). SLB). SYS), Sis}, Sis, Sisieh, 
556395517.) 559)) 562. 56459565, 560 
TAXATION, 10, 12, 26, 161, 304, 374, 414, 
419, 422 
Confederation debates, 451, 452, 460, 462, 
471, 489, 490, 491, 496, 510, 549 
See also 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT 
TARIFFS 
TELEGRAPH, 271, 275, 283, 288, 293, 294, 
298, 306-07, 318, 327-28, 354, 437 
Confederation debates, 448, 453, 515, 569 
Telegraph Regulation Bill, 427, 429, 430, 
435-36 
THOMPSON RIVER DISTRICT, 
magistrate, Cornwall, C. F., 7 
THOMPSON ROAD STEAMER, 396, 405, 
406, 410, 412, 413, 421 
TIMBER, 448, 450, 552, 561, 565 


TRADE AND COMMERCE, 
Bill of Sales Ordinance, 326, 334, 349, 
351 
coasting trade, 16, 31, 321 
Companies Ordinance, 224, 232, 237, 242, 
244, 247, 262 
Confederation debates, 446, 449, 450, 451, 
452, 453, 461, 462, 470, 474, 493, 494, 
495, 497, 513, 549-66 
export trade, 201, 204, 204n, 219-20, 299, 
300, 306, 409-10, 415 
flour mill subsidies, 322, 325, 329 
free trade resolutions, 128, 129-30 
petitions, 71, 118, 118n, 248, 313 
See also FREE TRADE 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNI- 
CATION, 21, 23, 147, 192, 287, 385, 414 
TREASURER, 3, 51, 107, 140, 192, 198, 
284, 287, 296 


TRUSTEES’ RELIEF ORDINANCE, 133- 
34, 136, 138, 163 


TRUTCH, JOSEPH WILLIAM, 370 
appointed to committee: 
external postal service, 150 
interior telegraph system, 318 
internal postage, 46 
Land Bill, 32 
petition of R. Homfrey, 199 
reply to Governor’s speech, 273 
road tolls, 280 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
3, 107, 167, 267, 357 
Confederation debates, 455, 487, 495, 498, 
499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 505, 506, 507, 
510, 511, 513, 516, 518, 519, 520, 549, 
530, 532, 538, 549, 553, 557, 558, 559 
introduces bills, 15, 243, 330 
Surveyor General, 3, 107, 167, 267 


U 


UNION PROCLAMATION, 5-7 
UNITED STATES, 
annexation, 445, 446, 447, 448, 449, 453, 
458, 460, 468, 527, 543, 554, 561, 569 
Confederation debates, 450, 452, 456, 457, 
461, 462, 466, 469, 471, 474, 475, 479, 
493, 509, 510 
postal agreement, 272, 275, 327 
purchase of Alaska and Maine, 316, 569, 
570 
reciprocity, 172, 175, 177, 181, 184, 185, 
187, 188 
San Juan Island, 328-29, 354, 413 
spies, 259 


V 


VANCOUVER ISLAND, 19 
assimilation of B.C. laws, 9, 12, 14, 18, 
20=2 1922523525, 27128, 295 30544, 595 
6566515 0— Slee 8263458 2635-82735 
Reconveyance Ordinance, 218, 223, 224, 
240 
roads, 77, 82, 86, 99, 125, 128, 130, 164, 
UGA 
union with B.C., 5—7 
VANCOUVER ISLAND DISTRICT, 393 
VICTORIA, 9, 26, 76, 130, 172, 193, 197, 
Q07. 214) 2385 2455 247-485 285, 2910 
309, 333, 386, 401 
capital of B.C., 88-89, 92-93, 122-24, 152 
Confederation debates, 460, 461, 470, 499, 
505551555 17=185537, 563 
electoral districts, 364, 393 
magistrates: 
Macdonald, W. J., 3, 107 
Wood, T. L., 107 
members, Victoria City: 
De Cosmos, A., 3, 107, 267 
Drake, M. W. T., 167 
Helmcken, J. S., 3, 107, 167, 267, 357, 
370 
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VICTORIA—Continued 
Nathan, H., 357, 370 
members, Victoria District: 
Davis, J. C., 167 
De Cosmos, A., 357, 370 
Pemberton, J. D., 3, 107 
municipal ordinances, 15, 17, 19, 35, 39, 
40, 42, 44-45, 46, 48, 78, 83, 85, 87, 92, 
93, 100, 214, 221, 231 237, 240, 243-— 
44, 247, 252, 255, 336, 349-50, 352 
petitions, 71,0137. 1370.9 17750313, 320, 
322, 330, 349, 394, 402, 404, 406, 412, 
416, 430 
VOLUNTEER FORCE, 232, 240, 242, 246, 
254, 313, 549 
VOTERS, 
registration, 178, 186, 190, 199, 200, 360, 
362, 416, 418, 421, 422, 424, 425-26, 
429, 435, 438, 441 
See also ELECTIONS 


Ww 


WALKEM, GEORGE ANTHONY, 170 
appointed to committee: 
assimilation of laws, 20-21 
customs laws, 180 
gold fields, 47 
Land Bill, 32 
petition of J. C. Nicholson, 249 
reply to Governor’s speech, 11 
Supreme Court, 125 
Confederation debates, 516, 533, 572 
introduces bills, 36, 200, 203, 224, 235 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 267 
member, Cariboo, 3, 7, 107 
petition, 139 
privilege, 338 
WALLACE, GEORGE, 
member, Yale and Lytton, 7 
WATER SUPPLY, 238, 243, 247, 248, 251, 
252, 257, 259, 260, 299, 328, 338, 500-01 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 45, 57, 60, 
61, 74, 110, 114, 115-16, 120, 121, 139 
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COM- 
PANY, 271, 275, 283, 293, 294, 306-07 
WILD HORSE CREEK, 382 
WILLIAMS CREEK, 148 


WOLVES AND PANTHERS DESTRUC- 
TION BILL, 179, 186, 191, 263 
WOOD, THOMAS LETT, 170 
Acting Solicitor General, 3, 7 
appointed to committee: 
assimilation of laws, 20-21 
education, 58 
Fence Bill, 151 
Medical Bill, 65 
petition of R. Homfray, 199 
private bills, 241 
Supreme Court, 125 
Victoria Incorporation Bill, 48 
Confederation debates, 461, 471, 472, 494, 
499, 501, 502, 503, 504, 512, 513, 515, 
Sul, Sy SxiG ss, Soh Shut, Sisi7, Si) 
560, 565 
introduces bills, 15-16, 78 
Justice of the Peace, 167, 267 
magistrate, Victoria, 107 
petition, 129 
privilege, 311 


y; 


YALE CONVENTION, 561, 562 
YALE AND LYTTON DISTRICT, 42, 46, 
197, 208, 285, 286, 292, 309, 316, 322, 
325-26, 364, 382, 385, 393 
magistrates, 147, 192 
O’Reilly, P., 107 
Sanders, E. H., 3 
members: wee 
Barnard, F. J., 3, 107, 267 
Cornwall, C. F., 357, 370 
Havelock, H., 167 
Wallace, G., 7 
petitions, 412 
YOUNG, WILLIAM ALEXANDER 
GEORGE 
appointed to committee: 
assimilation of laws, 20-21 
education, 58 
Medical Bill, 65 
Victoria Incorporation Bill, 48 
authority to administer oaths, 122, 174 
Colonial Secretary, 107, 167, 169 
Treasurer, 3 


Printed by K. M. MACDONALD, Printer to the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty 
in right of the Province of British Columbia. 
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